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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Noah”
Not Quite the Living End

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Darren Aronofsky’s
“Noah” is compelling more as a cu-
riosity piece than an edifying enter-
tainment. Fraught with potential pit-
falls by the very nature of the under-
taking, any artistic work claiming to
represent Holy Writ is bound to en-
counter tons of righteous indigna-
tion. Ask the great painters.

But Mr. Aronofsky, disregarding
the standard advice that one should
steer clear of discussing religion,
business or politics, apparently de-
cided that a benign discussion of the
weather wouldn’t make for much of
a feature film. So he bites the apple
and invokes the moviemaker’s ver-
sion of original sin.

The upshot is, not bad, not
great…the effort certain to be met
with subjective opinion. The ques-
tion is, regardless of whether you
subscribe to a literal or a meta-
phoric explanation, just how valid
can any filmic interpretation of so
provocative a teaching be?

Perhaps trying to please a gen-
eral consensus that simply doesn’t
exist, Mr. Aronofsky imparts no es-
pecially divergent, radically cre-
ative or particularly enticing theo-
ries. Oh, he takes liberties all right,
like making The Watchers, a group
of fallen angels who help Noah fend
off the incursions of super sinner
Tubal-cain, appear like some an-
cient, stone-like variation of Trans-
formers.

Of course, he fills gaps within the
overall saga with a soap opera plot,
presumably to make matters more
theatrical for us mortals. Not to
worry…there are no car chase
scenes.

However, what constitutes but
four chapters in “Genesis” and is
expanded to two hours and eigh-
teen minutes for the silver screen,
should be recognizable, if not nec-
essarily accurate, to believers, non-
believers and those still undecided.
Although Aronofsky’s telling adds
no profoundly novel wrinkles of its
own, there is a decided emphasis. It
is the tussle between good and evil,
and between right and wrong.
Sayeth Aronofsky, they are not the
same.

Using Noah’s mission as example
of what we humans find ourselves
confronting on a daily basis, the
filmmaker examines the anguish of
trying to do the right thing whilst
attempting to discern just exactly
what that noble goal is. Russell
Crowe, who puts in a journeyman
performance as the title shipbuilder,
embodies this mental wrestling
match with notable aplomb. For
those of a mind, the comparative
mulling of human ethics and the
religious laws as they’ve been taught
to us affords the gray matter a work-
out.

Counterpoised to the goodness
that earned Noah his assignment is
the kind of miscreant that prompted
the apocalypse in the first place.
Tubal-cain, effectively portrayed by
Ray Winstone, is a formidable vil-
lain, and probably more than a little
crazy. I mean, he knows the score
and still, shaking his fists at the
heavens, figures he can prevail any-
way. But sure as rain, the deluge
comes.

At this point my mind couldn’t
help but segue to probably the only

time the Goldberger clan attended
the movies en masse. It was to see
“The Ten Commandments” (1956),
The Adams Theatre, Newark, N.J.,
reserved seats and all. When the Red
Sea parted, wowee! Now, perhaps
time has made me a bit jaded, how-
ever, while I wouldn’t want to at-
tempt swimming through Mr.
Aronofsky’s watery torrent, I ex-
pected something much more mag-
nificent.

And therein I suspect, dear reader,
lies the film’s major problem. The
director strives within the miasma of
spiritual legend to achieve some sort
of essentially inexpressible
realism….hence creating his very
own contradiction in terms. If you
give it some thought, what enchants
us most about Biblical tales is the
mysticism, the magic, the straight
up divine intervention. Trying to es-
tablish some gauzy subtlety, he for-
sakes the miracle for an imagined
authenticity.

 Otherwise, the art direction pro-
poses a very stark and rather barren
landscape…a place that has, alas,
drifted afar of the garden. That is
until a forest, thanks to the interces-
sion of granddad Methuselah (An-
thony Hopkins), sprouts up just in
the nick of time to supply Noah with
the lumber he will be requiring. En-
gineering and nautical types will be
disappointed by the actual building.
Here again, I expected something
much grander.

What we witness for the most part
is a very competent director (“Black
Swan,” “The Wrestler”) walking a
tightrope of his own
making…damned no matter what
tack he takes. While managing to
slip in some present-minded doc-
trine and establishing a waste-not,
want-not Noah as the first conserva-
tionist, Mr. Aronofsky bobs and
weaves through the labyrinthine ir-
resolution of political correctness.

 Philosophical sorts as well as Bib-
lical scholars with time to kill be-
tween archeological expeditions
might enjoy digging into the
director’s dilemma just to see what
they can unearth. But whereas strict
constructionists are bound to cry
blasphemy, folks simply seeking
blockbuster entertainment, and who
couldn’t care less either way about
the flood of controversy “Noah” is
engendering, will find the film a
rather waterlogged affair.

…
“Noah,” rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Darren Aronofsky and stars Russell
Crowe, Jennifer Connelly and Emma
Watson. Running time: 118 minutes

Contemporary Art Group
Announces Members Show

Gourmet Tasting Event
Showcases Local Restaurants

WATCHUNG - The Watchung Arts
Center will host the annual members
show of the Contemporary Art Group
from May 1 -May 29. An opening
reception will be held on Sunday, May
4, 1-4 p.m.

Participating artists include: Victor
Barber, Natalie Becker, Bess Birrell,
Millicent Brody, Joy Ann Cabanos,
Virginia Carroll, Karen Castano, Bar-
bara Kaminska Eddy, Michael Endy ,
Paul Federico, Maryann Ficker, Fran
Franklin, Diane Gallo, Mel Holsten,
Theresa Hood, Maxine King, Avi
Kiriakatis, Constantine Kiriakatis, Don
Kuhn, Linda Lam, Ed Lara, Sheilia
Lenga, Tracey Luckner, Margaret
McCrary-Anderson, Charles T. Miller,
Monica Schreiber -Otero, Tom Perri,
Renee Post, Eugene Prial, Linnea
Rhodes, Bob Sharen, Dorothy Siclare,
Cecilly Sullivan, Jim Temple, Barbara

Uhr, Rosalia Verdun, Kerrie Wandlass,
Margareta Warlick, Cynthia Weiss and
Gail Winbury.

The Contemporary Art Group (CAG)
is a non-profit, collegial organization
of working artists who meet on a regu-
lar basis at Watchung Arts Center and
exhibit their work. CAG is a supportive
group where there is mutual respect
among members, where members ex-
change ideas, provide information
about exhibit opportunities and share
their own artistic development.

More information about Contempo-
rary Art Group can be found at
contemporaryartgroup.org.

The Watchung Arts Center is located
on the circle at 18 Stirling
Road,Watchung. The Gallery is open
Tuesday-Friday noon-5 p.m. and Sat-
urday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. For more infor-
mation go to watchungarts.org.

RAHWAY — Rahway New
Jersey’s “Taste of Spring,” one of the
top annual restaurant and gourmet
food marketing events will be held
on Friday, April 11, from 5:30 to 9
p.m., in the renovated Rahway Rec-
reation Center at 275 East Milton
Avenue.

The 2014 event will be bigger and
better than ever before with the addi-
tion of two large tents, for a total area
of 18,000 square feet of food, wine,
cocktails, music, art and live enter-
tainment. Access to all food, drink,
and entertainment is included in the
advance ticket price of $30 ($40 at
the door).

The Rahway Taste of Spring fea-
tures the culinary delights of more
than 60 regional food establishments
and individual tasting stations of fine
wine, aperitifs, and boutique beer,
presented by national companies and
distributors.

Attendees will find familiar and
exotic cuisines from around the globe.
From all-American favorites to the
flavors of Cuba, Peru, Mexico, Italy,
Spain, Portugal, Japan, Ireland, and
specialty cuisines, such as seafood,
BBQ, soul food, and fusion blends,
there is something for all tastes.

Area bakeries will serve up bite-
size sweets such as mini cannoli,
cupcakes, pastries and chocolate
truffles, as well as regional delicacies
like coconut bread pudding, panna
cotta, and even handmade ice cream
and gelato.

Restaurants compete for inclusion
in the 2014 Chefs’ Winners’ Circle in
eight categories, including best ap-
petizer, entrée, side dishes, ethnic,

pasta, bakery and frozen desserts,
and table presentation.

Joining the judges this year is
Michelle Stavrou of JerseyBites.com,
a blog of food news and restaurant
reviews in the Garden State. The Tast-
ers Choice Award is decided by at-
tending guests.

Talented Rahway area jazz group,
Reut Regev, and Linden-based On
Fire Entertainment, will create a fes-
tive and fun atmosphere with live
music and entertainment.

In between sips and snacks, guests
can also browse displays and booths
from local organizations, merchants,
artists, and sponsors, as well as a car
display by Miller Buick and an art
show by Rahway High School fine
art students.

Attendees are asked to support the
Taste of Spring canned food drive by
bringing an unopened boxed or
canned food item. Ticket holders can
enter to win a door prize, and there
will be a 50/50 raffle.

Tickets are $30 if purchased be-
fore 3 p.m. on April 11, and $40 at the
door (between 6 - 7:15 p.m.).

Tickets can be purchased at Metro
Liquors in Linden, Pinho’s Bakery of
Roselle, and in Rahway at Witty’s Wine
and Spirits, Beana’s Mexican Restau-
rant, Rahway Rec Center, or Union
County PAC. For event information
visit RahwayTaste.com.

The 2014 Rahway Taste of Spring is
presented by Rahway Arts District, RSI
Bank, Metro Rahway, and Northfield
Bank, and sponsored by Witty’s Wine
and Spirits, Metro Liquors, Meridia
Water’s Edge, Miller Buick, ERA Vil-
lage Green, and TD Bank.

MEDAL WINNERS...In March, the Golden Key Music Festival held its annual
auditions at the Calderone School of Music (CSM) in East Hanover. Piano
students from all over the tri-state area competed for a medal and a position to
perform at prestigious venues in New York City. Twenty-Nine of CSM’s piano
students won gold, silver, super bronze and bronze medals, as well as achievement
diplomas. Pictured,  Julia Zheng, a resident of Cedar Knolls, and a piano student
of Prof. Portnaya at The Calderone School of Music, was also selected by Golden
Key to perform “Italian Song” by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky, at Carnegie Hall in
New York, N.Y. on Saturday, May 31.

NJIO Presents 20th
Anniversary Gala Concert

RAHWAY – The Intergenerational
Orchestra (NJIO) celebrates 20 years
of bridging the generations through
music with its 20th Anniversary Gala
Concert on Sunday, April 27, at 3
p.m. at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway.
This celebration for the ages includes
a program of joyful and celebratory
music.

Following the concert, a Gala Re-
ception will be held in the UCPAC
lobby. Participants at the anniver-
sary gala will enjoy eating many
decadent delectables, bidding on sev-
eral items donated to NJIO and lis-
tening to chamber music.

Concert tickets are $10 for adults,
children are free and are available

through Ticketmaster, the UCPAC
box office (online at UCPAC.org or
in person) and through NJIO online
at www.njio.org or by calling (908)
603-7691. Gala tickets are $30 for
adults, students $15 and children
age 8 and under are free and can be
purchased at njio.org or by calling
(908) 603-7691.

Recognized across the country as
a model for intergenerational pro-
gramming, NJIO provides educa-
tion and performance opportunities
for people of all ages that would like
to be part of an orchestra or en-
semble.

For more information, email Mary
Beth Sweet at info@njio.org or visit
www.njio.org.

BRIDGING GENERATIONS...Cellists Lester Barsky and Eric Jacobson per-
form side-by-side during a New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra.

Crescent Choral Society
To Present Hummel

PLAINFIELD — The Crescent
Choral Society will present “The
Viennese Connection: Hummel,
Haydn’s Heir “with orchestra, solo-
ists, and chorus on Saturday, April
12, at 8 p.m. in the historic Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

Johann Nepomuk Hummel’s Mass
in C, Octet Partita in E flat, and Te
Deum will be performed by a classi-
cal-sized orchestra and a 40-voice
choir and soloists directed by F. Allen
Artz III, music director at Crescent
Avenue Church.

While Hummel is not as well-
known as his teacher, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, and his mentor,
Franz Joseph Hadyn, his music is
exceptionally graceful and lovely.
Hummel moved in the same musical
circles as Beethoven and it is said

that Hummel’s death in 1837 marked
the end of the classical period of
music and the ushering in of the
romantic period.

Come and enjoy the wonderful
precision and beauty of this perfor-
mance in the historic and grand Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Tickets are $20 ($15 for seniors
and $5 for students) and may be
purchased at the door. Large print
programs and handicap facilities will
be provided. For inquiries, call the
church office at (908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a Partner
Agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Jennifer Colamedici to Chair
2014 Tour of Notable Homes
WESTFIELD – The Friends of New

Jersey Festival Orchestra, the auxiliary
and fundraising arm of the orchestra,
has announced the selection of Jenni-
fer Colamedici of Westfield as chair of
the 30th Annual Tour of Notable Homes
to be held on Saturday, May 10, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“The tour is a much-anticipated lo-
cal tradition when owners of some of
the area’s finest homes
generously throw
open their doors to the
public,” said Mrs.
Colamedici. “There is
a wide diversity of out-
standing architecture
and stylish décor in our
community which
must be seen to be fully
appreciated.”

Mrs. Colamedici
began her residential
real estate career in
1992 with Coldwell
Banker and was re-
cruited to join The
Solomon Organiza-
tion, a Real Estate Development com-
pany, where she surpassed her peers in
sales and marketing within the three
communities. She joined Keller Will-
iams Premier Properties in 2008 and
moved to Coldwell Banker West in
Westfield in 2012.

Jennifer’s greatest and most reward-
ing challenge came in 2000 when she
became a mom of a special needs child.
Assuming the role as advocate for spe-
cial needs children and their families,
she also served as a Parent Representa-
tive at The Summit Speech School for
the Deaf. Even today, Jennifer remains
committed to help others and can be
found mentoring newly diagnosed
families and is involved with numerous
charitable organizations as well at the
Westfield Symphony.

“We are thrilled that Mrs. Colamedici
has agreed to chair this important event,”
stated Friends’ President Alicia Barker.

“Her outstanding vision and organiza-
tional skills will ensure the success of
this year’s exciting tour.”

Mrs. Colamedici enthusiastically
notes that this year’s tour, taking place
on Mother’s Day weekend, will hold
“something for everyone.” The resi-
dences will feature musical interludes,
the always popular basket raffle, door
prizes, and refreshments served in the

garden of one of the
homes.

Three of the mag-
nificent homes are lo-
cated in Westfield and
two landmark resi-
dences are in the
Sleepy Hollow section
of Plainfield.

“The Home Tour is
a key element of the
funding mix that’s nec-
essary to operate the
orchestra,” Music Di-
rector of the New Jer-
sey Festival Orchestra
David Wroe stated.
“The ‘Friends’ have

been true to their name in this respect
since the group’s very inception.
Supplemental fund raising is critical
because only about a third of our rev-
enue comes from the sale of tickets.”

Mrs. Colamedici points out that the
Westfield area is one of only a few
smaller communities nationwide that
serves as the home of a professional
symphony orchestra. “It’s truly a trea-
sure that adds to the quality of life
throughout central Jersey,” she said.

Tickets for the 2014 Tour of Notable
Homes are $30 in advance ($35 on
May 10) and are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
are also available at Baron’s Drugs and
The Town Bookstore in Westfield;
Christoffers in Mountainside;
Norman’s Hallmark in Fanwood and
Periwinkles in Cranford. For more in-
formation visit
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

Town Book Store Hosts Edward Einhorn
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will host Edward Einhorn, au-
thor of the children’s book, “Frac-
tions in Disguise: A Math Adven-
ture” on Saturday, April 12, from 2 -
4 p.m.

When a valuable fraction goes
missing, George Cornelius Factor
(a.k.a. GCF) vows to track it down.
Knowing that the villainous Dr. Brok
likes to disguise his ill-begotten frac-
tions, GCF invents a Reducer—a tool
that strips away the disguise, reduc-
ing the fraction and revealing its true
form. According to Booklist:
“Einhorn manages to keep up the
dramatic tension between the intrepid
hero and the sneering villain while
slipping in bits of fraction-wrangling
information along the way.”

Edward Einhorn is the author of
the books “Fractions is Disguise,”

“A Very Improbable Story,” “Para-
dox in Oz,” “The Living House of
Oz,” and numerous plays produced
in New York. When not writing, he
works as the Artistic Director of
Untitled Theater Company 61 a The-
ater of Ideas.

The New York Times has called his
work “exquisitely ingenious” and
“almost unbearably funny.” He is a
Westfield native and spent many of
his formative years in The Town
Book Store dreaming of being an
author.

Meet Edward Einhorn at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy of “Fractions in Disguise.”

Suny Maritime College
Announces Grad

THROGGS NECK, NY – Nick J.
Yiantselis recently graduated earn-
ing a Bachelor’s of Science in Inter-
national Transportation and Trade
from the State University of New
York (SUNY) Maritime College. He
is a native of Scotch Plains.

SPRING STRINGS...Coaches work closely with musicians in the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra Spring Strings Studio. For more information visit
www.njio.org.

Jennifer Colamedici


