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Kenilworth Hist. Society
To Host ‘Thyme For Tea’

KENILWORTH — The
Kenilworth Historical Society will
present “Thyme for Tea” on Satur-
day, April 26, an elegant afternoon
Tea and program highlighting the
history, culture and benefits of
herbs, particularly their use for tea.
In honor of the 350th anniversary
of the founding of New Jersey this
year, special attention will be given
to native plants.

The event will begin at noon at
the Kenilworth Gospel Chapel hall,
located at 103 South 23rd Street in
Kenilworth, where the ambience
of an “indoor garden tearoom” will
be created for the occasion. Ad-
mission is $28. Advance reserva-
tions are required.

In addition to assorted teas, tea
sandwiches, scones and desserts,
the event will include a gift auc-
tion and door prizes. The program
will be “All About Herbs, From
Garden to Table,” presented by
Lorraine Kiefer. Ms. Kiefer is a
professional horticulturist, garden
writer and floral designer who spe-
cializes in herbs, native plants and
the art of making decorations from
garden materials. She will high-
light the history and culture of
herbs, their culinary and medici-
nal benefits and their use for fra-
grance, decorating, and, especially,
for tea. She also will discuss herbal
tea gardening.

Ms. Kiefer is co-owner of Triple
Oaks Nursery & Herb Garden in
Franklinville. She served on the
Horticulture Committee of the Na-
tional Herb Garden in Washing-
ton, D.C., where she volunteers
regularly. Ms. Kiefer teaches
classes and gives presentations
about herbs throughout the region.
She also writes a weekly garden-
ing column that appears in various
regional newspapers.

Tickets for “Thyme for Tea”
should be reserved and purchased
by Thursday, April 17, as seating
is limited. For reservations/tick-
ets, call (908) 709-0434 or (908)
709-0391 or visit Especially Yours
Florist at 13 North 20th Street in
Kenilworth.

Proceeds wil l  benefi t  the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s
“Give the House a Lift” campaign
to obtain a “lift” (elevator) for the
newly restored and furnished his-
toric Oswald J. Nitschke House
that will make all levels of the
local “living history” museum and
cultural arts center accessible to
everyone.

The Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety is an independent, non-profit,
tax-exempt, 501(c) (3) organiza-
tion dedicated to the research, pres-
ervation and interpretation of the
Oswald J. Nitschke House, local
history and culture.
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Westfield Library Exhibits
Ukrainian Easter Eggs

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library is showcasing
Ukrainian Easter eggs created by
Catherine Kotyk Kerelejza, mother
of Westfield resident Maryann
Dolling. The eggs will be on dis-
play through Wednesday, April 30,
on the first floor of the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Born in 1917 to Ukrainian im-
migrants, Mrs. Kerelejza was the
fourth of eight children. As a young
girl she had to leave school to work
in order to help support her family
during the Depression.

Mrs. Kerelejza was introduced to
the art of painting intricately deco-
rated Ukrainian Easter eggs, known
as pysanky, while growing up in the
large Ukrainian Orthodox commu-
nity of New Britain, Conn. She mar-
ried Stephen Kerelejza in 1941, had
two children and made a home in
Kensington, Conn.

It was not until after her husband’s
death, in 1979, that Mrs. Kerelejza
developed her artistic skills and
found solace in the painting of ever
more intricate Ukrainian Easter
eggs. She scoured local farms for
unusual eggs until she found one
that provided her with a continuous
source of goose eggs.

The art, featuring traditional
Ukrainian folk designs, can require
hours of work to produce a single
decorated egg. The designs are
written in wax in stages with a
kistka, or stylus, and bathed in dyes
of progressively darker colors. The
wax is then melted away by candle
flame, revealing the vivid colors
underneath. Mrs. Kerelejza en-
joyed exploring a wide range of
motifs and colors in her work.

Included in the display is an egg
Mrs. Kerelejza never got to paint
due to weakening eyesight in the

late 1990s that made it impossible
for her to continue her art. Also
exhibited are the tools and wax she
used and some of her resource books.

Mrs. Kerelejza preserved many
other rich Ukrainian traditions in
her family life, including baking
paska (a braided Easter bread), mak-
ing varenyky (stuffed dumplings)
and embroidering clothing for
Ukrainian dolls. She also supported
orphans in Odessa through the Uni-
versal Aid for Children’s Ukrainian
Program,which sends teenagers to
vocational schools in preparation
for finding sustaining work.

Mrs. Kerelejza never sold her
eggs but gave hundreds away to
friends and family up until her pass-
ing, at age 94, in May of 2012.

Maryann Dolling and her hus-
band, Ulf, live in Westfield, as do
Mrs. Kerelejza’s grandson, Stephan
Dolling; his wife, Charlotte
Faltermayer Dolling, and their two
children, Maxwell and Ella — Mrs.
Kerelejza’s great-grandchildren.

Westfield Rotary Looking
For Award Candidates

WESTFIELD — The Rotary
Club of Westfield is seeking nomi-
nees for its Volunteer Award and
for the Jim Coventry Award.

The Volunteer Award is presented
to a person who lives or works in
Westfield and who has demon-
strated an outstanding volunteer
commitment to the community. The
recipient need not be a Rotarian.

Prospective candidates may be
individuals who have “been there”
for the community over the years,
perhaps a leader in a community
organization or someone who has
never been recognized as a leader
but who has worked tirelessly for
several organizations.

The Jim Coventry Award recog-
nizes vocational service to the com-
munity. Vocational service is the
act of serving the community
through work in a profession. A
candidate for this award would be
someone whose paid work on be-
half of a community organization

has helped make Westfield a better
place; however, the award is not
limited to the non-profit sector.
Business and professional men and
women who render valuable ser-
vice to the community in their work
will be considered for the award.

Nominations should be submit-
ted in a short e-mail to:
westfieldrotaryawards@yahoo.com
before Sunday, April 20, 2014. E-
mails should include the name of
the nominee and a brief statement
describing the reasons why they
merit consideration. Nominations
should include the submitter’s
name, telephone number, e-mail
address and mailing address, and
the same information for the nomi-
nee. The awards committee may
contact the submitter for further
information about the nominee. The
awards will be presented at a Ro-
tary luncheon meeting in June. The
honorees and the people who nomi-
nated them will be invited to attend.

Crane’s Ford DAR Presents
Asw. Muñoz With Award

CRANFORD — The Crane’s
Ford chapter of the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) of Cranford cel-
ebrated Women’s History Month in
March by awarding the National
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution “Women in American His-
tory Award” to New Jersey Assem-
blywoman Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st,
Summit).

The national award recognizes
“women who serve as an example
and inspiration for their outstand-
ing contributions to their commu-
nities in an area of educational,
religious, political, scientific or
cultural endeavor.”

New Jersey State DAR American
History Chairwoman Kitty Bowers
of South Amboy presented the
award to Asw. Muñoz at the 70th
Anniversary luncheon of Crane’s
Ford DAR on March 8 at the Holi-
day Inn in Clark. The Cranford DAR
nominated Asw. Muñoz for the
award through American History
Chairwoman Barbara Krause, who
prepared the required credentials.

Mrs. Krause introduced Asw.
Muñoz, presenting her with a Joint
Resolution of the New Jersey Sen-
ate and General Assembly by Sena-
tor Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield). It

cited “grateful recognition for her
significant contributions to the citi-
zens of her District and State, in-
cluding her legislative leadership
evidenced through her prime spon-
sorship of legislation including the
Jessica Lunsford Act and Consumer
Access to Health Care.”

The Jessica Lunsford Act will
increase penalties for sexual offend-
ers and the people who harbor them.
The Consumer Access to Health
Care legislation will allow Ad-
vanced Practice Nurses to practice
to the full extent of their education
and training.

The 21st Legislative District rep-
resented by Asw. Muñoz includes
16 municipalities in Morris,
Somerset and Union Counties.
Elected for her third two-year term,
she is Deputy Republican Leader
and serves on the Assembly Com-
merce and Economic Development
Committee, the Women and Chil-
dren Committee and Health and Se-
nior Services Committee.

The Cranford DAR was presented
with a Union County Freeholder
resolution sponsored by Freeholder
Bette J. Kowalski of Cranford and
read by DAR Regent Carolyn
Youngs. A congratulatory Cranford
Township Committee resolution
was presented by DAR member
Mary Leonard.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN HONORED...Cranford DAR History Chairwoman Bar-
bara Krause, far left; New Jersey DAR Historian Kitty Bowers, second from
right, and Cranford DAR Regent Carolyn Youngs, far right, recognize Assem-
blywoman Nancy F. Muñoz with the National DAR “Women in American
History Award.”

– Obituaries –Herbert T. Nelson, Westfield Native;
J & J Retiree and Community Leader

Herbert T. Nelson died on Friday,
April 4, 2014, in the company of his
loving wife, Eleanor, and his sons.
Since retiring to Georgetown, Tex.,
Herb was an active leader in organi-
zations dedicated to education,
health care and community service.
He served as congregational presi-
dent of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church of Westfield and the four
other congregations the family
joined over 50 years. His generous
contributions of time, talent and trea-
sure to his church and other chari-
table institutions were testimony to
his conviction that the resources in
his name were not his, but assets
entrusted to his care and steward-
ship by God.

Herb and Eleanor were married
for more than 56 years. Eleanor and
their three sons, David, of Elgin,
Tex.; Eric, serving in the U.S. For-
eign Service; and Paul, of
Georgetown, Tex., survive him,
along with his twin sister, Eleanor,
of Katy, Tex.; daughter-in-law,
Ulrike; five grandchildren and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

Herb was born in Westfield in 1926
and graduated from Westfield High.
He “sailed with Halsey” in the U.S.
Navy aboard the USS Ingersoll, and
was on duty in Tokyo Bay at the
Japanese surrender. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Sven and
Metha, and his brother, Alfred.

Upon graduation from Rutgers
University in 1950, Herb began a 41-
year career with Johnson & Johnson.
In the 1970s, he helped lead J&J’s
efforts to rejuvenate New Brunswick.

By 1980, he was Director of Corpo-
rate Contributions and Vice-President
of the J&J Corporate Foundation.

During Herb’s nearly two-year
battle with pancreatic cancer, as he
regained physical strength, he said
his faith became stronger than ever.
A memorial service celebrating that
faith will be held at 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, April 15, at the Faith Lutheran
Church in Georgetown. In lieu of
flowers, the family encourages con-
tributions to the Herbert Nelson Me-
morial Nursing Scholarship Fund at
Concordia University of Texas.
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FESTIVE DISPLAY...The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, currently is featuring
Ukrainian Easter eggs created by
Catherine Kotyk Kerelejza. Mrs.
Kerelejza was the mother of Maryann
Dolling of Westfield.

UCPC Behavioral
Plans Tricky Tray

WESTFIELD — UCPC Behav-
ioral Healthcare will host a tricky
tray fundraiser featuring many pre-
mium items. It will take place on
Saturday, April 26, from 3 to 7 p.m. in
the Westfield High School cafeteria,
located at 550 Dorian Road.

Proceeds will be used to expand
programs and services for its commu-
nities and clients. Advance tickets can
be purchased online at ucpcbhc.org or
by calling Richard Rodgers at (908)
756-6870 for more information.

Library Showing
Baseball Movies

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library is hosting a
baseball film series on Fridays dur-
ing April at 1 p.m. These programs
are free and open to all. Attendees
should bring their own snacks.

Jews and Baseball: An American
Love Story (Documentary, 112 min-
utes) will be featured tomorrow, April
11.

Touching Home (PG-13, 108 min-
utes), starring Ed Harris and Brad
Dourif, will be screened on April 25.

Interested persons are encouraged
to register through the library’s
website, scotlib.org, calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or by e-
mailing library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Welcome Dietitian
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will welcome
Heather Marino as its guest speaker
on Monday, April 14, at 1:30 p.m., at
the Holy Trinity Parish Center on
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Ms. Marino, a Registered Dietitian
with ShopRite of Garwood, will dis-
cuss nutrition. All are welcome to
attend and are invited to bring friends.

The club has scheduled a trip with
Father Matthew Looney to the Paper
Mill Playhouse on Thursday, April 17,
to see South Pacific, followed by din-
ner at Charlie Brown’s in Scotch Plains.

Also planned is the club’s June
luncheon, for which Dominic Lisanti
will take reservations at the club’s
May meeting.

The club expresses appreciation to
its membership for donations to the
Westfield Food Pantry.

WNC to Present Program
On Self-Defense and Safety

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC)
will present a Self-Defense Karate
and Safety Awareness program for
boys and girls, ages 5 to 16, on
Fridays from April 18 to June 13.
Nine lessons will be included. The
program will take place at the
WNC, located at 127 Cacciola
Place in Westfield.

Students will be placed into
classes according to age and abil-
ity. A black belt instructor will teach
beginning, intermediate and ad-
vanced techniques for self-defense
only. Self-discipline and defense,
rather than aggressiveness, will be
emphasized throughout the course.
Stranger safety, fire safety, home
safety, the dangers of bullying and
how to deal with peer pressure will
be among the topics covered.

Registration will take place to-
morrow, Friday, April 11, between
5 and 6:30 p.m. at the WNC. Be-
ginning on April 18, class times
will be as follows: All special-
needs students, ages 5 to 21, 5 to
5:40 p.m.; new students ages 5 to
8, 5:50 to 6:30 p.m., and new stu-
dents ages 9 and up, 6:40 to 7:20
p.m.

Karate classes are $8 per lesson
with a $10 registration fee paid
once per semester; participants
may pay weekly or in full and re-
ceive a discount of one free lesson.
This is an ongoing program. New
students will be accepted up to the
fourth week. A uniform is highly
recommended but not mandatory.
Uniforms will be available at the
first class and throughout the

course. All uniforms come with a
white belt and participants will be
fitted with the proper size. Uni-
forms are $30.

For more information about this
program, call Mary Withers of the
WNC at (908) 616-9172.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield Area ‘Y’
Plans ‘Tech Talk’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield, will host “Tech
Talk,” a Lunch and Learn program
for adults, on Thursday, April 17,
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. The “Y” vol-
unteer duo of Candy Pantano and
Frankie Daniels will return to fa-
cilitate this tech-savvy learning
session to share their iPad and
iPhone knowledge with partici-
pants and answer any questions.

“Tech Talk” will be free to mem-
bers and offered to non-members
for a nominal fee of $5. Partici-
pants can bring their iPad and
iPhone with them to the Lunch and
Learn. For more information, ac-
cess westfieldynj.org or visit the
Welcome Center at the Main “Y”
Facility.

Anyone with questions is asked
to contact Westfield Area “Y”
Health and Wellness Director Jean
White at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no.  246,  or  e-mail
jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Letty Sinclair Hudak, 84, Was Lifetime
Westfield Resident and Active In Town

Alletta Sinclair Hudak (Letty),
84, of Westfield, N.J. passed away
peacefully on Thursday, April 3,
2014, at Saucon Valley Manor in
Hellertown, Pa.

Letty was born on Feb-
ruary 12, 1930 in a
birthing home in
Westfield. She was raised
on Coleman Place and
was a graduate of
Westfield High School,
Class of 1948. After at-
tending Southern Semi-
nary in Virginia and
Katharine Gibbs Secre-
tarial School, Letty
worked at NBC in New
York City as the execu-
tive assistant to David
Garroway on “The To-
day Show.” She met her sweetheart,
Bill, at the Bluffs in Bay Head, N.J.
in May of 1954 and was married
December 30, 1954.

Letty thrived as an active full-time
mother to her three children. She was
very involved at Wilson Elementary
School, when her children attended,
and was a devoted Cub Scout,
Brownie and Girl Scout Leader. Later
in life, Letty worked for Home to
Home Realty Network in Westfield.
Letty loved to sing and supported her
husband in the barbershop group of
the N.J. S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. as presi-
dent of the Boosters. She held many
positions, from president to member-
ship chairwoman, of the Westfield
Community Players, the Westfield
Historical Society, the Westfield
Memorial Library, the Rake and Hoe

Garden Club of Westfield and
Soroptomists International of
Westfield.

Letty loved to spend her summers
with her family in Lavallette, N.J.,

Huntsville, Ontario or
traveling with her hus-
band in later years. She
adored nature, bird
watching and playing
cards and was passion-
ate about all animals –
great and small. Letty had
a huge heart, infectious
laugh and a great love
for her family – near and
far. She was a beloved
mother, grandmother and
aunt.

Surviving are her three
children, Lynn Larkin,

William Hudak, Jr. and Kimberly
Brown. She also will be dearly missed
by her six grandchildren, Caitlin, Bill,
Lindsey, Ryan, Emily and Blaise,
and many nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be on Sunday, April
13, from 2 to 4 and 6 to 9 p.m. at
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.; higginsandbonner.com.
Funeral services will take place on
Monday, April 14, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield Chapel in Westfield
at 11 a.m., with interment to follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The New Jersey ASPCA
or the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad.
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Letty Hudak

Lucille Keenen, 94
Lucille McCauley Keenen, known

as “Mickey” and “Mia,” passed away
at 94 years old.

A longtime resident of Westfield,
N.J., she is predeceased by her hus-
band, George Edward Keenen, Jr.,
and two grandchildren. She is sur-
vived by eight children, Kathleen
Donohoe of Chatham, N.J., George
Edward Keenen, III of Broomfield,
Colo., Christine Kealy of New York
City, Priscilla Egan of Denville, N.J.,
Therese Pressley of Sharon, Conn.,
Beth Keenen of Oak View, Conn.,
John McCauley Keenen of New York
City and Mary Jo Hurwitz of Pacific
Palisades, Calif.; 20 grandchildren
and 39 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to The Sean and Cara Kealy
Children’s Fund, c/o C. Kealy, 124
West 79th Street, New York, N.Y.
10024.
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Mindowaskin Park Cleanup
Is On Tap For April 26

WESTFIELD — In partnership
with the Westfield Town Council
and the Green Team, the Friends of
Mindowaskin has scheduled a
spring cleanup for Mindowaskin
Park on Saturday, April 26, from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine. Coffee,
juice and bagels will be available
for volunteers.

Volunteers and organizations are
encouraged to participate and to
bring gloves, rakes and tools to clean
out gardens and perform assorted

cleanup to prepare the park for spring
and summer. All volunteers should
meet at the bandstand, located in the
center of the park. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-0028 or e-
mail info@mindowaskinpark.org.

The Friends of Mindowaskin is a
non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization
founded in the early 1990s to revi-
talize and preserve the park. Its mis-
sion is to ensure long-term enjoy-
ment of this public park by the
Westfield community. Currently
underway is a fund-raising campaign
for the “Memory Walk” at the band-
stand. Granite pavers with personal-
ized inscriptions are available for
purchase from The Friends. For fur-
ther information, visit the Friends of
Mindowaskin on facebook or on its
website, mindowaskinpark.org, or
call (908) 233-0028.

Elected board members include
Deborah Burslem, Robert Burslem,
Jane Curtis, David Foltz, Fontaine
Gatti, Elizabeth List, Bruce Long,
B. Carol Molnar, Paul Nazzaro, the
Reverend Raymond Roberts, Gail
Smith, Craig Stock and Barbara
Vincentsen.


