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Christie Holds Town Hall Meeting In Sayreville
By LANCE TUPPER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION — Met by a friendly
audience of approximately 300
people at a town hall meeting in
Sayreville on April 3, Governor Chris
Christie outlined his administration’s
plans to distribute the second round
of federal Sandy recovery aid and
tackled a variety of issues while tak-
ing questions from residents and stu-
dents.

Gov. Christie did not encounter
any protesters during the 90-minute
meeting, held in the Saint Stanislaus
Kostka School gymnasium, as he has
at previous town-hall-style events.
There was also no mention of the
George Washington Bridge lane clos-
ings scandal.

The Governor said the state antici-
pates receiving $1.5 billion of Com-
munity Development Block Grant –
Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
funds by the end of the spring. The
federal Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), which
administers the aid, mandates that 80
percent of the funds be spent in the
nine most-impacted counties, which
include Union, Atlantic, Bergen, Cape
May, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex,
Monmouth and Ocean counties.

Gov. Christie said since the first
round of CDBG-DR funds of $1.8
billion were received 10 months ago,
over $1 billion of “funding is out the
door or in the pipeline.”

He said he has proposed using $735
million, about half, of the newly al-
lotted funds to help homeowners and
renters repair and rebuild. Gov.
Christie said that New Jersey has
already spent $250 million to help
renters while New York City has only
spent $100,000.

“We’re doing something right,”
Gov. Christie said.

He added that over 70 percent of
the housing money has gone to low
and moderate income (LMI) fami-
lies. HUD requires that 50 percent of
the recovery funds benefit LMI house-
holds.

 “We didn’t have to do it that way
(providing over 70 percent); we made
that decision,” Gov. Christie said.

He said that the state still faces a
$20-billion shortfall in aid and that
he believes it is important to “help
people who need it the most, first.”

Gov. Christie discussed the state’s
Blue Acres Program, which provides
homeowners in flood-prone areas the
option of selling their properties as
well as their homes to the state if
certain conditions are met. He noted
that the state’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) has of-
fered to buy 196 properties in
Sayreville, and 120 residents have
accepted.

Gov. Christie said $500 million
will be spent on infrastructure pro-
grams, which is the next phase of the
recovery process. He pointed to “en-
ergy resilience” to ensure that water
treatment and sewage treatment plants
remain functioning so that residents
“won’t have to worry about not hav-

ing clean water,” when the power
goes out.

“We’re trying to make the state
stronger for the next storm, which I
hope doesn’t come,” Gov. Christie
said.

Theresa Iacouzzi-Mills of
Sayreville was the first person cho-
sen and handed a microphone to ad-
dress the Governor. Ms. Iacouzzi-
Mills said she “wouldn’t be standing
here right now,” without the help she
received from the Governor’s staff
while her family recovered from the
storm and a personal tragedy.

“You can do no wrong in my eyes,”
she told Gov. Christie, to rousing
applause.

A tense exchange developed be-
tween Jennie Stormes, a resident of
Hope, N.J., and Gov. Christie over
the issue of marijuana. Ms. Stormes,
whose son suffers from Dravet Syn-
drome, a rare and potentially deadly
epilepsy disease, said edible mari-
juana is the only cure for her son. She
repeatedly asked why Gov. Christie
only approved the use of the drug for
minors. She said she is concerned
about what will happen to her son
when he turns 18, which is four years
from now.

“I’m asking for my son’s life to be
saved,” Ms. Stormes said, in a quiver-
ing voice.

Gov. Christie said he understood
but needed to see more evidence be-
fore considering adjusting the state’s
limited medical marijuana laws. “If
doctors come to us (with evidence),
we’ll consider it,” he said.

He said the “problem was edibles
for minors, that’s what I fixed.”

Ms. Stormes pressed Gov. Christie
for a meeting to discuss the situation.

Gov. Christie responded, “I’m not
going to debate this with you,” and
told Ms. Stormes she can meet with
his staff.

The Governor reiterated his stance
against the kind of legalization of
marijuana that has occurred in Wash-
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GOVERNOR CHRISTIE DISCUSSES SANDY AID...Governor Chris Christie,
at a town hall meeting in Sayreville on April 3, listens to Theresa Iacouzzi-Mills,
a Sayreville resident who lost her home during Super Storm Sandy. She thanked
the Governor and his staff for the help she and her family received while
recovering from the storm.

ington State and Colorado.
“We’re not going to turn our state

into a place where people can fly into
to get high,” Gov. Christie said.

Another resident said she believes
the use of heroin has become an epi-
demic and that addicts need help. She
said her daughter has “been caught”
using heroin and asked Gov. Christie
why rehabilitation is not mandatory
for first-time offenders.

“This (drug addiction) is an illness
and needs to be treated as an illness,”
Gov. Christie said.

He added that he has signed a law
making rehabilitation mandatory for
first-time drug offenders and that in-
carceration is not the only answer to
the problem.

“The first war on drugs failed mis-
erably; we need to reduce the de-
mand,” Gov. Christie said.

Reginah Mako, a sophomore at
Sayreville War Memorial High
School, asked why Gov. Christie is
recommending extending the school
day and year.

Gov. Christie assured her that
Sayreville would not be on a list of

schools with a longer day and year
because it is not a failing district. He
said a pilot program is underway to
determine what effects a longer school
day and year would have on student
performance. He said charter schools
in Newark that are open 11 months a
year have shown improvement. He
said “difficult districts” such as New-
ark, Jersey City, Camden, Trenton
and Paterson would be targeted.

A Manasquan resident began to
express his frustration with the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) and a retaining wall he
built in his backyard. The Governor
referred the resident to DEP Com-
missioner Bob Martin, who was at
the meeting along with other mem-
bers of Gov. Christie’s cabinet.

One question touched upon em-
ployment in the state. A resident asked
the Governor why jobs are leaving
New Jersey and companies are mov-
ing to Texas and Florida.

Gov. Christie replied that taxes are
the culprit. He said the state’s higher
tax structure causes New Jersey to be
non competitive. He said that despite
a $2.3 billion reduction in business
taxes, New Jersey still ranks 49 out of
50 states, just ahead of New York, as
being tax-friendly to businesses.

Gov. Christie said more needs to be
done to lower the tax structure. In a
teasing tone, Gov. Christie blamed
New Jersey voters for causing politi-
cal gridlock by electing “a conserva-
tive Republican as governor and a
Democratic Legislature.”

“You’re like the 13-year-old doing
a scientific experiment in the base-
ment. You mix two things that don’t
go together,” he said.

The Governor said the Economic
Opportunity Act, signed into law in
September, 2013, should help im-
prove the business climate in the
state. He said the Rutgers University
merger with the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) has resulted in a signifi-
cant boost in federal research grant
money to the university. Gov.
Christie said increased research
spending should attract companies
and jobs to the state.

Pulaski Skyway Lanes
Close Starting Saturday
 By SONIA OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Pulaski Skyway
northbound lanes on the circa 1932
bridge will shut down for two years
beginning this Saturday, April 12, as
the third part of a 10-phase, 10-year,
$1-billion rehabilitation of the span.

According to Governor Chris
Christie, the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey is footing the
bill for the $450-million bridge deck
replacement portion of the project as
well as the remaining half-billion-
dollar cost for the project. Repairs to
the roadway caused some contro-
versy, but due to its proximity to the
Lincoln Tunnel as an access road, the
bi-state agency defended its position.

Port Authority projects outside of
its network are only to be fundedwith
approval from both New Jersey and
New York.

“The northbound lanes will close
starting Saturday, April 12, and re-
pairs will take approximately two
years to complete,” said Stephen
Schapiro, public information officer
for New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (DOT), during a meeting at
Kean University’s STEM building
last Wednesday for the public.

In 1932 the span received 5,000
cars and now daily it reaches 74,000
cars.

“We are concerned about commut-
ers paying the (New Jersey) Turnpike
$15 fee for the next two years. We are
asking Union County residents to use
alternate transportation to cut down
on traffic and costs,” Freeholder
Sergio Granados said.

The Pulaski southbound lanes will
remain open during the northbound
closure.

DOT officials say that once the
northbound deck is complete then
the southbound side will close for
repairs. The goal during restoration
is to have commuters use alternate
forms of traveling such as ride shar-
ing, van pooling and mass transpor-
tation, according to Mr. Schapiro.

“There are going to be some chal-
lenges ahead, but commuters should
be prepared before the closure to
have a way of getting to work, such as
leaving earlier or leaving the car
home,” Mr. Schapiro said.

The DOT is looking at three com-
ponents, which include travel times,
traffic volume and ridership infor-
mation. The website
pulaskiskyway.com will provide

commuters with updates on road-
ways.

“We anticipate a ripple effect in
Union County despite the Pulaski
Skyway closing down north near
Hoboken and Jersey City,” Freeholder
Granados said.

The DOT anticipates that the con-
struction will cost drivers more to
commute since they will have to use
the New Jersey Turnpike extension.
The DOT opened a third lane on the
Turnpike to handle the increase of
cars.

Union County residents can ride
Bus 95 from the Route 22, East park-
ing lot at Sears in Watchung. The
express bus will provide transporta-
tion to Newark Penn Station and com-
muters can use PATH trains. PATH
trains will also increase efficiency by
closing doors at a four-minute inter-
val rather than a five-minute interval.
State officials have also prepared ex-
tra seats on buses and trains heading
to New York.

NJ Transit will add additional trains
on the Raritan Valley, and North Jer-
sey Coast, Morris and Essex lines
during morning peak periods.

The DOT’s goal is to implement a
range of traffic mitigation by encour-
aging commuters to take Routes 1&9
to Route 139 to the Holland Tunnel,
but commuters should be prepared
because construction continues on
Route 139.

DOT officials say that there will be
a ferry from Atlantic Highlands to
Jersey City and Hoboken.

“There will be 23 cameras operat-
ing and traffic patterns will be stud-
ied via iPhones and E-ZPass and
implemented on variable message
signs. The message boards called
variable messages signs are updated
every two minutes based on readings
from drivers’ iPhones and E-ZPass
readings,” said Wasif Mazira, direc-
tor of mobility and systems engineer
for the DOT.

The DOT says drivers can stay
aware by visiting 511nj.org and on
Twitter@skywayrehab to ensure
the best possible route during
morning peak hours and evening
rush hours.

The United Coast Guard has
agreed to prevent openings of the
Hackensack and Passaic l if t
bridges for non-tide dependent
vessels during peak commuter
hours during the Pulaski Skyway
rehabilitation.
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Bramnick Unveils Bill
To Protect Native Habitats

NJ Water Begins
Cleaning WF Mains

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said he will introduce leg-
islation that encourages homeowners
to expand and protect the native habi-
tats of birds, plants and other wild-

life. Mr. Bramnick is joined by As-
sembly Appropriations Chairman
John Burzichelli (D-3rd, Gloucester)
as a sponsor of the legislation.

Under Mr. Bramnick’s bill, the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) would adopt regu-
lations that establish standards that
must be met in order for a property to
be certified as a native habitat. Once
a property is certified, the owner
would be entitled to an affirmative
defense against any liability for vio-
lating a municipal ordinance.

“Homeowners should be encour-
aged to take an active role in protect-
ing our environment,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “A property that complies with
the standards established by the DEP
will help plants and wildlife return to
their native habitat. This bill is good
for New Jersey as we are all respon-
sible for conserving and protecting
our natural resources.”

Under the bill, the DEP would
authorize non-profit conservation
groups or other organizations that
have the necessary qualifications
and expertise to inspect a property
and determine if the land meets the
requirements for certification as a
native habitat.

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Ameri-
can Water crews have begun cleaning
and lining some of Westfield’s 80-
year-old water mains, a project that
will continue through the end of Oc-
tober.

More than 18,000 feet of six-inch,
unlined, cast iron water mains will be
cleaned of the minerals and sediment
that have been built up inside the
mains over time, and then the inner
walls of the mains will be lined with
a layer of cement. By cleaning and
lining, New Jersey American Water
can extend the life of the water mains.

The practice saves the time and
expense associated with installing
new water mains which would in-
volve excavating roadways, detour-
ing traffic, installing the new mains,
and restoring the roadway, according
to a New Jersey American water press
release.

Cleaning and lining can be com-
pleted in months, whereas water main
replacements could take years. While
the $2.8-million project is ongoing,
there will be minimal service disrup-
tions for customers, according to the

utility. The water services connected
to the mains being cleaned and lined
will be temporarily relocated to above
ground, bypass mains.

“When the project is completed cus-
tomers will experience increased wa-
ter pressure, better fire protection and
more reliable water service,”  accord-
ing to the press release.

New Jersey American Water
crews will be working Mondays
through Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. More information can be
found by visi t ing
www.amwater.com.

Building Trades
Endorse Greenstein

STATE — The Mercer-Burlington
Building Trades Council, comprised
of 22 local unions throughout the
region – counting carpenters, electri-
cians, bricklayers, plumbers and pipe
fitters, insulators, boiler makers, mill
wrights, operating engineers, cement
masons, roofers, elevator workers,
painters, iron workers, laborers, sprin-
kler fitters, teamsters, tile and marble
workers, and sheet metal workers –
has voted to endorse state Senator
Linda Greenstein (D-14th,
Middlesex) for Congress in the 12th
District.

The endorsement adds to Asw.
Greenstein’s endorsements from or-
ganized labor, which includes the
Mercer County Central Labor Coun-
cil, CWA Local 1036, CWA Local
1082, N.J. Mechanical Allied Craft
Council, and International Associa-
tion of Heat and Frost Insulators and
Allied Workers Locals 32 and 89.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


