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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
1607 Shackamaxon Drive ◆ Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908.233.1300 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com

Great Golf

At any moment. A great moment.
Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members have
experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.      

We invite you to experience yours. For details about our
30-Day Trial Membership, please contact Director of
Membership David Miniman at 908.233.1300, ext. 1230
or dminiman@shackamaxoncc.com.

Preview offer ends May 10, 2014.

Enjoy our magnificent course designed
by legendary architect A.W. Tillinghast.

Great Food Savor casual and fine culinary delights prepared
and served in a contemporary ambience.

Great Fun The area’s most unique and state-of-the-art swim
complex is opening soon.

“One of the finest
Tillinghast courses

in America.”
– Colin Montgomerie

Shackamaxon Member,
PGA Tour Ambassador

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SHREDDED...The Union County mobile shredder was at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains on Saturday giving Union County
residents an opportuinity to destroy personal documents free of charge. Shred-
ding documents is recommended in order to deter identity theft.

ishes, as the property is directly
across from Wilson Elementary
School.

Board member Frank Smith said
while he was not initially in favor of
the application, he agreed that a large
house on an oversized lot would not
be keeping with the neighborhood
and he “appreciate(s) [Mr. Tiger’s]
spirit of cooperation.”

At board member Robert Newell’s
suggestion, the applicant also agreed
to re-design the driveways to be
single-car width at the street and fan
out to be a two-car width for garage
access. This redesign will allow for
more cars to park along the street for
Wilson Elementary School.

Several residents came to the meet-
ing to ask questions and speak about
the project.

Resident Eric Bernstein of
Kimball Avenue asked several ques-
tions, but said, “I would rather have
two lots there.”

Linden Avenue resident Meredith
Stick said she believed the new drive-
ways would “help the [parking] situ-
ation” as it will create breaks be-
tween the parked cars and improve
site lines.

Some residents expressed concern
about water that currently pools at
the back of the property, which the
developer said he would address.
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Garwood Council Discusses
Sewage Net Replacement

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council
Streets, Roads and Ecology Commit-
tee Chairman Bill Nierstedt warned
the Borough Council Tuesday night
that the borough may need to replace
its more than 20-year-old sewage net
along North Avenue.

The warning came after the De-
partment of Public Works required
assistance from Cranford and
Westfield to unclog recent blockages.

Mr. Nierstedt did not have a cost
estimate for the new net, since he had
only learned of the issue earlier in the
day. However, given the age of the
existing net and that it was incapable
of preventing the blockages, he said a
new one may be necessary.

Two clogs occurred on the western
edge of Garwood in the vicinity of
the ShopRite food market and The
Westwood catering hall. Mr. Nierstedt
said linen was discovered as the cause
of the clogs, leading those who fixed
the problem to suspect The Westwood
as the source.

The streets committee also was
continuing its research into the cost
of privatizing garbage collection and
possible alternatives to the recycling
contract with Waste Management to
determine if the borough could save
money.

After a more than 40-minute ex-
ecutive session that focused on pos-
sible litigation over the Athletic Field
Complex, among other issues, the
council waded through a relatively
quiet agenda.

During the workshop session, the
council heard from George Stafford,
outreach director for the New Jersey
Highlands Coalition. Mr. Stafford
asked the council for a resolution in
support of the state’s 2004 Highlands
Water Protection and Planning Act
master plan, which he said was up for
review by the 15-member Highlands
Water Protection and Planning Coun-
cil.

The council is an environmental
group that targets the 1,342-square-
mile Highlands region in northwest-
ern New Jersey that stretches diago-
nally from Phillipsburg to Ringwood
through the counties of Bergen,
Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic,
Somerset, Sussex and Warren. Mr.
Stafford says the area provides 25 to
50 percent of the drinking water for
Garwood.

He claimed the area was “under
threat by people who want to make
development within the Highlands
easier and more general.” The act,
signed into law by then Governor Jim
McGreevey, limits development in
the rural expanse that encompasses
more than one-tenth of the state.

Mr. Stafford, who sought similar
support from Cranford’s Township
Committee last year, supplied a draft
resolution for the Garwood council
to consider.

The council also will apparently
consider a resolution at its Tuesday,
April 22 meeting to approve a “change
order” for the $3.2-million Athletic
Field Complex that would increase
the cost by about $6,000. The new
costs are for additional flood vents
and vent relocations, additional fram-
ing, and changes to a ramp and crawl
space hatch door.

The money, still within the contin-
gency fund, would be paid to the
project’s builder, Flanagan’s Con-
tracting Group of Hillsborough, N.J.

The resolution was included on the
printed agenda available and distrib-
uted at the council meeting. How-
ever, when Willow Avenue resident
Bruce Paterson questioned the item
during the public comment section,
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said it was inadvertently included
and incorrectly included on the
agenda.

She said it would be presented at
the April 22 meeting, when the mu-
nicipal budget will receive its public
hearing.

Colby Lane Residents Speak
Out Against UCC Turf Field

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD—Residents of Colby
Lane spoke out against Union County
College (UCC) clear-cutting some 700
trees on 4.3 acres of a wooded area
situated across the street from their
homes to make way for a turf, lacrosse
and soccer field, a six-lane running
track and a jumping pit, Monday and
Tuesday during the township commit-
tee meetings.

The North Avenue Rail Station Pe-
destrian Improvement project is at a
standstill after receiving bids higher
than budgeted. The township had re-
ceived a $500,000 grant from the state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
in 2011 for this project and had bud-
geted $860,000 of its own money for
the project. The lowest bidder came in
at $1.172 million.

Now that budgeted amount is likely
to be increased to $935,000, according
to township engineer estimates, Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall said.
“I did ask him to look at areas that that
number could be reduced to get to that
funded amount. So far there is approxi-
mately $59,000 identified to be handled
in house,” Mr. Wall said.

On Tuesday, the township was able
to receive a six-month extension on the
grant, which would have expired this
month, from the DOT and had passed a
resolution to reject all bids and go out
to bid again.

Much of the township meetings were
devoted to comments made by resi-
dents opposing the UCC athletic field
complex. UCC has plans drawn up,
available to view at cranford.com/town-
ship, for a turf field and track, with a
five-year plan to add a parking garage
at its Cranford campus. Stadium seat-
ing and lighting is proposed for the site.

The township has made a resolution
opposing the field.

The Union County Freeholders have
since de-funded the project and now
UCC is sending out promotion materi-
als asking for contributions to build the
field.

“There are 750 signatures against
this project… How do we get you guys
to help us motivate the community?”
asked Colby Lane resident Felicia Van
Ostenbridge, who said there is a link to
the petition at ucnu.org.

The township said it is looking into a
statement made by former president of
UCC, Thomas Brown, who had prom-
ised in 1994 when UCC cut back woods
for a parking lot that UCC would not
expand into the wooded area any fur-
ther, according to Ms. Van Ostenbridge.

The township also is looking into an
agreement made between the township
and UCC in 1983 to collect 85 cents per
full-time student enrolled for police,
fire and EMS services provided to the
college by the township that was to be
enacted in 1985; however, UCC has not
paid on this agreement, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said the back payment could
be around $166,000, or more.

Mr. Hannen requested an OPRA re-
quest be sent to UCC requesting full-
time student enrollment numbers going
back to 1985.

Mayor Kalnins said he has also set
up a meeting in a few weeks with presi-
dent of UCC, Margaret McMenamin.

Resident Barbara Krause also re-
quested the township look into a pos-
sible deed restriction when UCC pur-
chased the wooded area from Fairview
Cemetery.

“Well, this field is just in Cranford.
They have campuses in four different
communities…They don’t want to use
existing fields...They don’t want to use
Warinanco Park because it floods…so
they are going to create a flood?” Ms.
Van Ostenbridge said.

She said if this project were to be
built that 7 million more gallons of
water will be going into Nomahegan
Lake.

Ms. Van Ostenbridge also said that
flags have recently been placed on trees,
mostly likely to demark it as one to cut
down.

Kenilworth had offered up its
Brearley field to the college, but UCC
has not responded, Ms. Van
Ostenbridge said.

The area proposed for the turf field
would also affect Gallows Hill Road
residents in Westfield. Mrs. Krause said
that area already has traffic issues, and
the athletic complex would create more
traffic and noise in the area.

The Westfield Town Council is to
vote on a resolution on Tuesday, April
22, to oppose the athletic field, accord-
ing to the Colby Lane residents.

Governor Chris Christie said recently
that the state is anticipating over $1
billion more in federal funds for flood
mitigation, Pittsfield Street resident
Frank Krause said. He asked the com-
mittee again to invite Governor Christie
to hold a town hall meeting.

“We could gather a lot of enthusiasm
from the community…,” Mr. Krause
said.

“We have extended the offer,” Mayor
Kalnins responded.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, made up of
12 mayors from communities along the
Rahway River, is working to mitigate
flooding and has drafted a watershed
mitigation plan. Barbara Krause said,
“If you look at this and you read it and
look at how hard they are working to
mitigate flooding, and you look at what
the college is doing, and it is in such
direct contradiction. It makes no sense.”

“You are absolutely right,” said
Mayor Kalnins.

“It is hypocritical at the same time
we are going forward to looking to
spend hundreds of millions of dollars at
the federal level on flood control to
lower the river just three feet, they are
going to do something that at least in
my opinion will damage that effort,”
Mayor Kalnins said

Ms. Van Ostenbridge told The
Westfield Leader that her neighbor now
experiences flooding in her basement
every time it rains after UCC put in the
parking lot and never planted trees as a
buffer, as it agreed to.

UCC’s soccer and lacrosse teams
were formed about two years ago, and
play in three state teams, Ms. Van
Ostenbridge told the Leader.

“Dr. McMenamin is determined to
get this done. She sees it as her legacy,”
said Mrs. Krause.

“This is a flooding issue. This is a
public safety issue for the township of
Cranford,” said Mr. Hannen.

A request for a community garden
was made by resident Jim Buettner.
The township suggested looking into
the conservation center, Roosevelt Park
or the Walnut Avenue School.

The gazebo on North Union and
Springfield Avenues is not ADA com-
pliant, Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said, and the township is required to
add a ramp. He said there is no easy
solution. He received a quote for a new
gazebo and asked the township admin-
istrator to review it.

The committee also approved on sec-
ond reading, 4-1, to award a $462,892
contract to Integrated Technical Sys-
tems for the purchase of 44 multi-space
pay stations to replace existing pay
stations and to also complete the park-
ing meter system in the township. Mr.
Hannen opposed the resolution, saying
he was not in agreement of adding more
pay stations in the town.

The Downtown Management Cor-
poration budget for 2014 totaling
$178,734, up from $169,209 last year,
was approved. A public hearing will be
held Tuesday, May 6, at 8 p.m.

write resumes and help them decide
what they want to do and where they
want to go to college,” she said.

She said there is a cultural divide
the position of telling parents ev-
erything. “I think we should,” she
said. “The longer you allow a stu-
dent to express their thoughts, the
better they will grow,” she said.

She said there is a concussion
support group at all levels for stu-
dents who have experienced an in-
jury. “We help them to create a new
normal,” she said. Several board
members thanked her for the up-
date and praised her efforts for the
students.

Ms. Alderman explained the re-
vised language arts curriculum.
“Language arts is now taught with a
balance of skills and disciplines,”
she said. “At the sixth-grade level,
we are teaching authentic literature
with a more complex approach,” she
added. “We teach the student to look
at the author’s perspective and about
what was happening at the time the
story was written,” she said.

Ms. Alderman said that many of
the Common Core standards had
already been adopted by district
language arts teachers. She also
noted that “It is quite wonderful to
use our resources online here.”

Board member Lucy Biegler
asked about the curriculum in the
lower grades. Ms. Alderman re-
sponded, “We’re following a work-
shop model, and the teachers have
gained new knowledge. They’ve also
taken what we have done before and
raised the bar.”

The next board will be on Tuesday,
April 22, at 7:30 p.m., which will be a
short business meeting followed by a
workshop meeting. On Tuesday, April
29, at 7:30 p.m., the board will hold a
regular meeting, and is expected to
adopt the 2014-2015 budget. All meet-
ings are held at the administration build-
ing, 203 Elm Street.

creating a lower water elevation down-
stream during a storm, Mayor Andis
Kalnins told The Westfield Leader.

“Most of the opposition is in
Maplewood,” said Planning Board
member Dan Aschenbach, regarding
the South Mountain Reservation sce-
nario. Because the detention basin
would be in a wooded area, some resi-
dents and the township committee are
opposed to it, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The South Mountain regional de-
tention basin and a modification of the
Orange Reservoir controls have posi-
tive benefit cost ratios to move to the
next step, Mr. Aschenbach said. One
flood mitigation alternative must be
selected, and then it goes up against
other national disaster funding. Sixty-
five percent of the funding is federal
and 35 percent would be funded lo-
cally, with the state picking up 75
percent of the 35 percent.

“Cranford is better off supporting
the Orange Reservoir,” said Mr.
Aschenbach, “because it is a modifi-

cation that is needed and it is not really
expensive.”

The City of Orange owns the reser-
voir, but must attain approval from
Essex County.

The planning board also approved
the minutes with some changes to the
application approved March 19 to sub-
divide a residential property on Indian
Spring Road owned by Larry Kain.
Mr. Kain sought to subdivide the lot
for financial reasons, according to the
board minutes from the meeting.

By subdividing, he would be able to
sell the sub-divided lot and pay down
his mortgage to retain his home, his
attorney Gary Goodman said, accord-
ing to the minutes.

Currently, he has listed both his
house and the subdivided lot for sale,
at an asking price of $759,000 and
$450,000, respectively, according to
Zillow.com.

During the application hearing,
Township Zoning Officer Robert
Hudak said Mr. Kain’s taxes were in
arrears. The board had voted to waive
the requirement that taxes be current
before hearing the application.

Mr. Kain sought two variances: ex-
isting principal structure with less than
the minimum allowable side yard set-
back and a proposed new lot with less
than the minimum required lot width,
according to the planning board agenda.
The subdivided lot would be 52.16 feet
wide, where a 60-foot minimum is
required.

The planning board unanimously
approved the subdivision with a list of
conditions, including that the new home
not exceed 2,900 square feet, the home
be facing Indian Spring Road, the drive-
way be on the left side of the home and
a fence, structures, or plantings be within
seven feet of the two property lines that
meet the front yard on Morningside
Drive.
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“They [Neglia] will look at the
cost for the utility lines. They will
look at the cost for the grading.
They will look at...all of the costs
that will entail in the actual con-
struction of the project,” Mr. Reyes
said. “They will come back to us
with detail pricing and detailed con-
struction schedules that can occur
if the board chooses to go forward
with the project.”

The county received a $900,000
matching grant in 2012 to rehabili-
tate the former golf course. Ac-
cording to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) website, the county’s
plans include substantially improv-
ing the park for both active and
passive recreational activities at a
cost of approximately $25 million.

“The proposed development will
occur within the maintained lawn
areas of the golf course to avoid
clearing of the undisturbed con-
tiguous forested land. Specifically,
development features include con-
struction of an ice hockey/skate
arena with removable side panels,
four miles of asphalt path/walk-
way, a perimeter road with parking
lots, detention basins, a pedestrian
and vehicular bridge, tree plantings/
landscaping, picnic areas, disc golf
area, and a central ‘great lawn,’”
according to the DEP.
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