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Four particularly talented fresh-
men added to three tough sopho-
mores, a super junior and three
seniors paved the way for a 16-5
dual meet record for the Cranford
High School wrestling team and
opened the door widely for a very
promising future.

That added depth also helped
the Cougars place second in the
Union County Tournament, seize
the District 11 crown and ad-
vance to the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 semifinals. Addition-
ally, one freshman, one sopho-
more and one junior qualified for
the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City (AC).

Junior Gavin Murray won the
UCT, District 11 and Region 3

titles at 138-lbs and remained
unbeaten until he placed second
in the NJSIAA Tournament to
finish 40-1, upping his career
record to 105-13 with 57 career
pins.

Freshman Tom DiGiovanni de-
manded immediate recognition
when he won the UCT title at
113-lbs. He followed up with a
District 11 title and placed third
at Region 3 to qualify for AC
where he won his first bout and
finished with a 34-7 record.

Sophomore Niko Cappello
placed second in the UCT at 160-
lbs, claimed a District 11 title and
placed third in the region to
qualify for AC where he won two
bouts and finished 31-9.

Freshman Chris Scorese pulled
off a spectacular performance in

the District 11 finals to claim the
120-lb title and the Outstanding
Wrestler Award. He went on to
finish 28-7.

Freshman Anthony Capece
placed second in the UCT at 106-
lbs, second in the district and
finished with a 28-13 record.
Freshman Brian McGovern, who
placed third in the UCT at 132-
lbs, won the district title and
finished 23-15,

Senior Corey Birch placed third
in the district at 152-lbs and
finished 21-17. Senior heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury placed third
in the UCT and the district and
finished 25-13. Senior Mike Pas-
tor placed third in the district and
finished 12-20.

Junior Nick Ballas blossomed
well at the end of the season to

place third in the dis-
trict at 182-lbs and
sophomore Chris
Kiame competed at
170-lbs. Sophomore
Dave Busch placed sec-
ond in the UCT at 126-
lbs and finished 16-18.
Sophomore Andrew
Tompkins placed third
in the district at 145-
lbs and finished 21-16.

“As for the season, I
was happy with reach-
ing the goals that we
set out to accomplish,
but you can never be
satisfied. Doing what
we did this year with
such a young lineup and
a vacant weight class
speaks volumes on how
hard these boys work.
This team has been
such a fun group to
coach and I look for-
ward to many more
successful seasons and
memories with them,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.
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Senior leadership may lead this
year’s Cranford High School soft-
ball team to a successful sea-
son. Of the six seniors, four were
in the starting lineup last year
and all seven have intended to
lead by example.

“Collectively, the seniors are
displaying tremendous leader-
ship and setting the tone for a
very successful season. Their
level of hard work, commitment,
and enthusiasm about the up-
coming season is evident at ev-
ery practice. The seniors have
been charged with high expec-
tations from the coaches and
they consistently meet or ex-
ceed them on and off the field,”
said Sarah Becker, in her first
year as Cougar Head Coach.

Of the four returning starters,
Kerry Wischusen will play
leftfield, Allison Verrilli will be at
shortstop, Maggie McKay will
play first base and Jessica Casale
will cover centerfield. Senior
Emily Harvan is expected to
spend time on the mound, and
senior Katie Waldner will see
time at first base.

Junior Julia Salinardo, who
started in right field last year,
will remain at that position.
Sophomore Morgan Ferretti was
behind the plate last year and
will do so this season. Sopho-
mores Jennifer Shore and
Candice Durant will play second
base and third base, respec-
tively. Junior Theresa Wetherell
will see some time on the mound,

and freshman Jillian Skalski could
get time behind the plate. Junior
Vienna Stivala could play sec-
ond base or in the outfield.

“The talent is there and expec-
tations are high for these girls,
but they continuously need to
step up to the challenge,” Coach
Becker said.

Presently, Harvan and
Wetherell may share time on the
mound.

“We have two very capable
pitchers whose strengths com-
pliment each other well. At this
stage, I foresee them splitting
time based on how those
strengths can best be used
against each opponent,” Coach
Becker said.

Although things may change
as the season progresses, the
possible starting lineup could be:
1 Casale, 2. Shore, 3.
Wishchusen, 4. Verrilli, 5. McKay,
6. Durant, 7. Salinardo, 8.
Harvan, 9. Ferretti or Skalski.

“Overall there is excitement
among the team and coaches for
a successful season. They are all
hitting the ball well and are solid
defensively. The team is ex-
tremely coachable, maintaining
a positive attitude, and working
well together developing a great
chemistry,” Coach Becker said.

The Cougars were to be put to
the test early when they hosted
Westfield, the defending Union
County Tournament champions,
on April 1. The Cougars will travel
to Clark tomorrow, Friday, April
4, to face the A.L. Johnson Cru-
saders at 4:00 p.m.

MURRAY, DiGIOVANNI, CAPPELLO QUALIFIED FOR NJSIAA TOURNEY AT ATLANTIC CITY

Freshmen Additive Helped Cougar Matmen Finish 16-5
Cougars Have High Hopes

For Success in Softball

David B. Corbin (NJSIAA Tournament in March) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING BIG AT A.C....Cougar Gavin Murray placed second in the NJSIAA tournament at
Atlantic City at 138-lbs. Murray was also named Union County Wrestler of the Year.


