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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduation has depleted the
attack and defensive positions,
but this year’s Cranford High
School boys lacrosse team is ex-
pected to rely heavily on its strong
group of returning midfielders
and the talent of its three-year
starting goalkeeper.

The Cougars have four return-
ing starters in the midfield with
seniors Cameron Kutzer and
Brendan Halpin, and junior twins
Luke and Mark Christiano. They
will also get some help with jun-
ior Mike Palumbo and freshman
Connor Fitch.

“It’s the most depth we’ve had
in a while, probably since [20]09.
I am really pleased with the re-
turning players. Not only is there
some depth, we have experi-
ence. Brendan has improved his
game immensely over the past
two years. We are looking to
good things from him, utilizing
his speed and abilities. His shot
has gotten a lot better. Luke and
Mark had outstanding sophomore
seasons. They’ve worked hard all
summer. They are multi-sport
athletes with experience from
their other sports that they excel
at. They’ve also developed lead-
ership,” said Cougar Head Coach
Al Reinoso, who added, “We’ve
had a really nice surprise in fresh-
man Connor Fitch and junior Mike
Palumbo have rounded out, so
we have two solid lines.”

Senior Alex Ballas is the only
returning starter in the attack
position and he is expected to
lead by example.

“We are looking for Alex Ballas,
who posted some really good
numbers last year. I am looking

for him to have a similar season,
obviously better. I want him to
not only score but make those
younger guys around him bet-
ter,” Coach Reinoso said.

Although young and somewhat
inexperienced at the varsity la-

crosse level, the Cougars are
loaded with multi-sport athletes
who know what contact is all
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about, especially members of the
ice hockey team.

“We have a lot of kids, who play
tougher sports. We got a couple
of footballs, a couple of wrestlers
and a lot of hockey players. Our
attack is all hockey players. Hope-

fully, they will be able to stand up
with the punishment that comes
with that position,” Coach
Reinoso said.

Rounding out the attack force
will be juniors Mark Pawlick and

Nick Colucci, and sophomore Rich
Hurley.

The all new defense consists of
senior Kyle LaFronz, junior Ryan
Shupp, who started some games
in goal last year, and sophomore
Mike Kleiman. Junior Dan Fay is
the long stick middie.

“The defense is young. The only
long stick that we return is Dan
Fay, who had a real good pre-
season. He looks sharp, he’s quick
and he controls possession well.
The down ‘D’ is inexperienced as
far as returning players, but
they’ve done a good job as far as
developing and understanding
what we are doing,” Coach
Reinoso said.

Three-year starter Wills Roman
will be an asset to the team with
his vast experience and talent.

“Obviously, it’s really good for
us on defense. It’s the most ex-
perience we’ve had on goal for
six years, seven years. We are
looking for Wills to have a strong
season as well as being the quar-
terback and leader back there,”
Coach Reinoso said.

The Cougars select no team
captains but offer a different way
of providing the leadership.

“We have game captains. From
game-to-game we rotate based
on performance and leadership,”
Coach Reinoso said

The Cougars got off to a good
start, winning their season
opener over Edison, 10-0, on
March 26.

“We are a work in progress.
We’ve gotten better with each of
the scrimmages. Yesterday, we
started our season with a win.
We saw a lot of good things. The
team knows our strengths and
weaknesses and we are commit-
ted to improve. We know that if
we continue to do that, we should
be able to have a successful sea-
son,” Coach Reinoso said.
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RETURNING COUGAR SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: attacker Alex Ballas, midfielder Cameron Kutzer,
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