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Blue Devil Net Boys
To Be Competitive
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Blue Devils Look to
Win UCT Softball

Royals Stop Blue Devil Laxers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hallie Rosenburgh led the Blue
Devils in scoring with three goals,
followed by junior Sam Paoletti with
a pair of goals and an assist. Senior
attacker Alexis Kardias netted a goal
and an assist, while senior midfielder
Anna Tanji and freshman Hannah
Liddy, another multi-sport athlete
who plays soccer and basketball, each
added an assist.

“We are really excited to have her.
She’s an athlete. I know she has done
some great things in the other sports
that she’s played. I think that the level
of lacrosse in high school is so much
that it takes time for freshmen to get
their feet under them. She fits in really
nicely,” Coach Warner said of Liddy.

Blue Devil junior goalkeeper
Mallory Weisse made seven of her 10
saves in the first half and several of
them were from pointblank range.

“She’s a force to be reckoned with
in the cage. She did a great job today
at seeing both sides of the field. We
have been working on her clears. She
did that well. She handled the ball
under pressure. They were really com-
ing for her. She controlled herself and
got the ball out,” Coach Warner said.

Kardias scored the first goal within
three minutes then Paoletti, on Tanji’s
assist, made the score 2-0.
Rosenburgh followed with back-to-
back goals to up the score to 4-0.

“We have a lot of speed. Once we

learn to control that, sometimes we
run full speed all the time, you’re not
able to really control that and execute
100 percent, but once you learn to
control our midfield speed and get-
ting the ball, we are going to do very
well. We had a ton of turnovers the
whole time on defense. Our defense
was phenomenal. To keep the game
under 10 goals is very hard against a
very good team,” Coach Warner said.

Nicole Baioccio scored the Royals’s
first goal then, with one minute remain-
ing in the half, her sister Ali scored.
With four tics on the clock, Kathleen
O’Connor made the score, 4-3.

Royal Cassie Ford tied the score early
in the second half then notched her
second goal minutes later to put Oak
Knoll on top, 5-4. Rosenburgh, with an
assist from Kardias, tied the score, but
Nicole Baioccio answered with her sec-
ond goal. Paoletti retied the score with a
sidearm shot. Then with four minutes
remaining, Ford responded with a slam
dunk. With 2:42 left, Allison Sayia scored
then one minute later, Ali Baioccio added
the final goal.

“It’s taken years to be competitive.
For us to come out and play competi-
tive against a team that is ranked this
high is awesome. We talk about ‘team’.
They played like a team and did an
awesome job,” Coach Warner said.
Oak Knoll 3 6 9
Westfield 4 2 6

BALIATICO, DeVORE, DISTANCE SHOULD BE STRONG

SPF Lady Raiders Seeking
‘Depth & Balance’ in Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth and balance has been the
solution to having a successful sea-
son in the past, but this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
track & field team has many holes to
fill in order to regain that depth and
balance.

“We did lose a lot of people in the
field events. We lost our long jump-
ers. We won the county relays and the
only event we won there was the team
long jump. All three of the girls gradu-
ated. We lost both of our pole vault-
ers. We lost our top triple jumpers
also. We lost Sam [Renfree], who
was Group 3 champ in the javelin, so
we have a lot of spaces to fill in the
field events,” Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel said.

Fortunately, the Raiders have a lot
of personnel.

“The good thing is we have a lot of
people out. Between the boys and the
girls, we are pushing in the 215 to
220 range. A little less than half of
that are girls. We do have a lot of new
people though trying out those events,
so we do have some people we think
can fill in. Time is going to tell,”
Coach Koegel said.

The Raiders will have some push
in the sprinting events with senior
Darianna DeVore and juniors Amber
Simmons and Tori Baliatico, who

will also be the workhorse in the
4x400, hurdles and 400.

“On the track, we didn’t lose a
whole lot. Darianna was our top 100/
200 runner last spring. Tori did real
well in the 400 and 400 hurdles and
also gave us a leg on the 4x4,” Coach
Koegel said.

The distance events from the 800
to the 3,200 appear to be solid with
seniors Jessica Banasiak and Kailyn
Reilly and sophomore Annie Pierce
doing the 800 and 1,600, sophomore
Mary Catherine Stovall (1,600 and
3,200) and sophomore Leah
Womelsdorf (3,200).

“One place I think we improved a
lot is in the distances. Just getting
another year of experience with the
girls who are out and now they are
running with me. They’ve really im-
proved throughout the summer, cross-
country, the winter. Their workout
times are way better. Their work eth-
ics are phenomenal and we have very
good senior leadership there with
Jess Banasiak and Kailyn Reilly,”
Coach Koegel said.

Reilly will also work with Baliatico
in the 400 hurdles, and sophomore
Summer Robinson and freshman
Wilda Francois will work with
Baliatico in the 100 hurdles.

“Kailyn is more versatile. She can
run the 400 hurdles and she was our
top girl in cross-country. Summer

Robinson, even though she is a sopho-
more, she is an athletic kid,” Coach
Koegel pointed out.

Robinson will also compete in the
high jump, along with senior Tajah
Williams and sophomore Gaby
MacPherson.

“Gaby MacPherson has shown
promise in the high jump. [Coach]
Rich [McGriff] just started to teach
her to high jump yesterday and he
said she was doing really well. She’s
a tall kid. She’s athletic. She played
volleyball,” Coach Koegel said.

The triple jump, long jump and
pole vault spots are still up in the air;
however, Robinson may be one can-
didate. Raider juniors Tabitha
Dwumfour and Briana Johnson, and
sophomore Taylor Downing look to
be impressive in the shot put and
discus.

“It’s nice Tabitha’s back this year.
She lost all last spring with a stress
fracture. That’s going to be a big help
in the shot. That’s one of the field
events where I think we will be the
strongest. Brianna did well in the
discus, but having them with each
other will help them push each other,”
Coach Koegel said.

With the graduation of their two
top throwers, the javelin spot is still
up for grabs.

“We did win the county relays and
the conference meet last year. We got
a lot of work to do to get back to that
level. We have always been a bal-
anced team. When we won the county
relays, there was 17 events and we
placed in 16 of them. We only won
one event. We want to get back to that
depth and the balance,” Coach Koegel
said.

The Raiders opened with Eliza-
beth today, April 3, and will compete
in the Summit Relays this Saturday,
April 5, then they will compete at the
Blue Devil Invitational on Saturday,
April 12.
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1170 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
Offered at $1,599,000

Move right into this stately 12 room Colonial built in 2007 on a half acre of property on
one of Westfield’s most distinguished streets. This home has six bedrooms, four and a half
baths, a gracious foyer with elegant staircase, a family room open to a gourmet kitchen
with high-end appliances, spacious butler’s pantry, and warm library with built-in shelving
and a fireplace. Amenities include hardwood floors, four fireplaces, a three-car garage,
sprinkler and alarm systems, and a fenced-in yard with large composite deck and patio.
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the right middle of the infield at sec-
ond base.

Senior Lizzie Fox, who played first
base last year, has shifted to the catcher
position and may bat in the cleanup
spot. Junior Sam Velez, used prima-
rily as a pinch runner last year, may
bat fifth, and senior Shannon Schaefer
may bat sixth. Velez’s and Schaefer’s
positions in the field are yet to be
determined, although Schaefer had
spent some time on the mound and
finished 5-1 last year.

Senior pitcher Elena Scarano, who
tossed her team to the UCT champi-
onship last year, is the mound ace.
Last year, she finished 15-6, yielded
just 25 free passes, while striking out
121 batters, and kept her earned run
average (ERA) under 2.00. Offen-
sively, Scarano had a .314 BA and is
expected to be in the starting batting
lineup.

Junior Bobbi Snyder, who batted
.337 last year, and senior Becca
Kaufman (.283 BA last year) will
both be in the mix for right field and
designated player. Freshman Danielle
Rinaldi looks like she will be the
starting third baseman. Newcomers,
junior Shelby Estevez, sophomore
Elena Elliott and Stephanie Brown
are all in the mix for an outfield spot,
as well as the designated player role.

The Lady Blue Devils opened their
regular season against the Cranford
Cougars at Adams Field in Cranford
on April 1 (Story in next edition) and
will host the A.L. Johnson Crusaders
today, April 3, at 4 p.m.

Kapner commented.
The names Reich and Bartok are

familiar names to Westfield tennis.
“Noah’s brother started for us on

state championship seasons. His sis-
ter [Nikki] started for the girls team
and made it well into the state tourna-
ment. His mom, Silvia, was a great
tennis player in Westfield history. His
first cousin, Owen, is Ricky Bartok’s
son. Ricky was a great tennis player
on some state championship teams
back in the 80s. I am glad they sent us
some talented young players,” Coach
Kapner said.

Last year, Kelly teamed with Jack
Siegel, now a junior, to win the UCT
second doubles title. The odd man
out at singles will shift to partner at
doubles with Algarin, Siegel, or jun-
iors Ben Cymbala, last year’s UCT
first double champ, or Will Chen.
Algarin has been named team captain
with Cymbala and Siegel as assis-
tants.

“Our doubles is going to be filled
with some experience, Jack Siegel,
Will Kelly, who partnered together
last year. We haven’t decided who the
partners are. We haven’t had a chal-
lenge match yet to determine who
goes where. And Ben Cymbala played
first double last year, so three of them
come back with experience,” Coach
Kapner said.

The Blue Devils opened their
season at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on April 1 then hosted Summit on
April 2.

Fanwood $399,500
Bright 3 bedroom ranch with open floor plan and finished basement in
wonderful neighborhood. Close to schools, shopping and transportation.
Maintenance-free exterior, freshly painted interior.

Springfield $700,000
Perfect blend of original architectural detail and modern amenities. All
offered on large, serene lot with parklike grounds. Beautiful marble,
granite and cherry kitchen with stainless appliances. Circular drive opens
to "Carriage House garage" winding to gorgeous, manicured yard and
new Blue Stone patio. Hardwood floors and decorative moldings through-
out. Large family room overlooking side yard. Updated electrical and
weatherized basement. Low taxes and a huge lot! Truly special, land-
mark property!

Westfield $1,279,000
This stunning center hall colonial built by Gialluisi Custom Homes backs
up to one of Westfield's gorgeous parks providing sweeping, natural views.
Value, Location, Quality!
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DEFENDING THE GOAL...Blue Devil Claire Cassie, right, defends against an
Oak Knoll attacker, while Anna Tanji, left closes in.
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