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Sal Piarulli Announces
Campaign for Garwood Mayor

Letters to the Editor

I am seeking the nomination of
Garwood’s Republican voters to be their
candidate for mayor in November. When
my family and I chose this little town
with a big heart just over seven years
ago, the community welcomed us with
open arms making the transition ex-
tremely easy. We instantly fell in love
with everything Garwood had to offer,
especially for our children.

Like so many of you, my family has
had to make extremely tough financial
decisions over the last few years. Prop-
erty taxes have weighed heavily upon us
since we bought our home in Garwood.
Unfortunately, an increase in taxes over
the years has corresponded with a steady
decrease in services, marked by a lack of
sustained direction. We have seen our
property tax bill consistently go up, yet
many of the amenities that were such a
large part of why we have come to love
Garwood have been taken from us. When
decision makers get in a financial bind
they immediately threaten services to
the taxpayers. As a property owner and
property taxpayer in our borough, I feel
the pain very acutely of our local and
county governments to raise taxes as a
first instead of last resort. This year we
will hear how our taxes are only rising a
small percentage thanks to aid from the
federal government. Well, where does
our local government think that aid
comes from? That money is generated
by us — the taxpayers — and I believe
we are not getting enough return on our
investment.

With decisive leadership, you will no
longer suffer all the exhausting excuses
that we hear every day with the con-
struction of the athletic field. As mayor,
I will see that the long-delayed Athletic
Field Complex is finally completed with
no more expenditure of your taxpayer
dollars. This project has coasted along
without a clear path for far too long.

With your support, I will take great
pride in providing clear and consistent

leadership that does not come at the cost
of taxpayers or the amenities our fami-
lies deserve. I will bring the steady hand
of competent leadership to Borough Hall
that has been lacking these last years.
It’s time to put aside the infighting and
be transparent with every dollar gener-
ated and spent. It’s time we complete the
athletic field for our kids and stop with
the excuses. Garwood is our town, and
the time has come to better our lives here
and make it that much more attractive.
When visitors to the area drive through
they should say to themselves, “Wow,
what a great little town.“

The middle child of Italian immi-
grants, I have been blessed with four
beautiful children and an amazing wife
who also serves as the vice-president of
the Garwood PTA. Thanks to hard work
and determination, I have been extremely
successful in the business world, launch-
ing programs and products that have
generated revenues in excess of $700
million by paying close attention to bud-
gets and maximizing the return on our
investments. I have also been fortunate
to be a part of the Dean Michael Clarizio
Cancer Foundation (www.dmccf.com)
as vice-president of marketing. Com-
prised of a small group of volunteers
inspired by the vision of my childhood
friend, the DMCCF has raised over
$400,000 with every dime going to fami-
lies fighting this horrible disease.

I am not afraid to give my opinion and
I am not seeking to be all things to all
people, nor am I hoping to win some
popularity contest. Rather, Garwood’s
GOP needs wholesale change in its lead-
ership which provides no effective
counter to the big government taxing
and spending programs of the local
Democrats. Because of all these reasons
and all of the missed opportunities to
improve our borough these past three
plus years, on June 3rd I am asking for
your nomination as the Republican can-
didate for mayor as the first step in
making Garwood great.

Salvatore Piarulli
Candidate for Mayor

Garwood
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Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
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· Collaborative Divorce
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SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
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EDUCATION MATTERS...College Men's Club of Westfield kick off  ticket sales
for the upcoming BBQ Band Party with "Best Kept Secret" planned for May 30th
at the Armory.  All proceeds go to providing college scholarships for local
students.

College Men’s Club of Westfield
Announce Spring Band Party

WESTFIELD — The College
Men’s Club of Westfield (CMC) is
hosting a BBQ Band Party on May 30
at the Westfield Armory, starting at
6:30 pm. The CMC Band Party will
be the second major fundraising
event, following the Boxing Night, to
raise scholarship funds for Westfield
students.

“Interest in this event is very high,
and we expect 150 to 250 couples for
a night of dancing and great BBQ
food and drinks. We invite the public
to attend,” stated Jet Taylor, CMC
president. The CMC has also signed
up 13 local businesses for sponsors,
and has recruited a number of spon-

sors for food and liquor.
For more information, see

www.facebook.com/CMCWestfield.
Contact your local CMC trustee

for tickets or contact Jet Taylor, presi-
dent,  College Men’s Club of
Westfield,  P.O. Box 841, Westfield,
NJ 07091.

The CMC of Westfield is an all-
volunteer organization, which sup-
ports Westfield High School seniors
with college scholarship money,
which is awarded based on academic
excellence and need. The CMC of
Westfield has raised over a million
dollars since the founding of the club
in 1922.

Scotch Plains Republicans Announce
Council Candidates for 2014

Alexander Smith, chairman of the
Scotch Plains Republican Committee,
announced Monday that Michael
“Mickey” Marcus, Bo Vastine, and
Llewellyn Jones have been chosen as
the Republican Primary Election candi-
dates for the three township council seats
that are up for election this year. All
three are currently on the town council.

Chairman Smith stated, “I am proud
that we are putting forward a slate of
experienced public servants that will con-
tinue to provide responsible, effective
leadership to guide Scotch Plains for the
next four years. Having Deputy Mayor
Marcus join our team is good news for the
citizens of Scotch Plains. Over the past
four years, Mickey has demonstrated his
good judgment in making the right deci-
sions for Scotch Plains.”

Deputy Mayor Marcus successfully
ran for Scotch Plains Town Council in
2010 and was unanimously chosen to be
deputy mayor in 2014. On his service to
Scotch Plains, Mickey stated, “Having
the opportunity to serve the residents of
Scotch Plains on the council is some-
thing that I enjoy and take great pride
and satisfaction in doing. As a person
who was raised in Scotch Plains, went to
school here and came back here to live
and raise my own family, I believe that I
have a unique background and experi-
ence to offer in continued service on the
town council.”

Mickey attended Scotch Plains public
schools, graduating from Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School in 1978. Mickey
holds a B.A. in Political Science from
Fairleigh Dickinson University, and law
degree from Emory University. Mickey
and his wife Shari are the proud parents
of two children who were raised in Scotch
Plains and schooled in the public school
system.

Since moving to Scotch Plains seven
years ago with his wife Florence and
two children, Mr. Vastine has been a
member of the Scotch Plains Republi-
can Committee and was elected to the
township council in 2010. He has twice
served on the planning board and has
twice been the liaison to the Raritan

Valley Rail Line Coalition. In 2012, he
served as deputy mayor for a six-month
period prior to the 2013 council year.
More recently, he has led efforts to cre-
ate the “Business District Development
Committee,” which is an ad hoc sub-
committee created to work on a plan for
meaningful improvements to our down-
town. In addition, Councilman Vastine,
along with Councilmen Jones and
Marcus, has fought to restore the library
budget so that it can resume the previous
seven-day a week schedule.

Councilman Vastine stated, “The rea-
son I ran for the Scotch Plains Township
Council four years ago, and the reason I
am running again this year, is that I
believe these difficult times require
unique leadership. We need responsible
and effective leadership to meet the chal-
lenges of our township. The economic
difficulties that we face as a state and as
a township require tough decisions, but
they need to be made in a responsible
way. That’s why it is extremely impor-
tant that not only I but also Mickey and
Llewellyn be re-elected because a swing
of even one vote on the council will lead
to a return to the mismanagement we
witnessed last year.”

Rounding out the ticket is Council-
man Jones, the newest member of the
council having won election this past
November to fulfill an unexpired term.
Llewellyn and his wife, Bridget, moved
to Scotch Plains five years ago, and have
three young children, the oldest of whom
has just started in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public school system. Coun-
cilman Jones is a finance professional,
co-founder of Qtrade Capital Partners
LLC, of Westfield. He was previously a
vice- president at Goldman Sachs. He
holds a B.A. degree in Economics and
Mathematics from Kenyon College, and
a M.S. degree in Computational Finance
from Carnegie Mellon University. In
addition to the council, he is active in the
community volunteering at his church
and as a youth soccer coach, served on
the zoning board of adjustment, and is a
trustee of the Scotch Plains Senior Hous-
ing Corporation.

Dems McCarthy and Salvatore Seek
Seats On Cranford Twp. Committee

The Cranford Democratic Com-
mittee has announced their two can-
didates for township committee:
Brian McCarthy and Robert
Salvatore. Brian and Rob have
stepped forward to continue our
fight for more accountable fiscal
management and better services.

Brian has lived in Cranford for
13 years with his wife, Liz, and two
boys in Cranford schools. He is an
information technology specialist
responsible for problem solving
large corporate IT infrastructure
issues for the company EMC. He is
a member of the board for Calvary
Lutheran Day Care in Cranford and
coaches both of his sons on the
Cranford Baseball Softball League.

Rob has three children, a boy and
a girl in Cranford schools, and a
daughter who will be graduating

from New York Institute of Technol-
ogy this year. He and his wife,
Denise, attend St. Michael’s Church.
He is a coach and volunteer for the
Cranford Baseball Softball League
and a Past Grand Knight Union
Council Knights of Columbus. He
works for a major retail chain.

“Brian and Rob are energetic and
enthusiastic about Cranford,” said
Carolyn Vollero, Cranford Demo-
cratic chairman. “They will work
for positive change for our resi-
dents.”

“I’m looking forward to working
with Brian and Rob on the town-
ship committee,” said Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen. “They bring a
unique perspective as parents and
volunteers in the community.”

Two three-year terms are up on the
Township Committee this year.

There’s Needed Clarity on Shady Rest,
In The End Will Be the Pride

I have heard and read the recent
back and forth regarding the Shady
Rest repairs and Preservation and am
trying to work through the finger
pointing and accusations that are
going on.

As an avid golfer, a proud long
time Scotch Plains resident, and in
the context of this issue, someone
that participated in most of the John
Shippen Golf Outings and viewed
both “A Place for Us” and “Uneven
Lies” when they originally aired many
years ago, I want whatever is the best
plan that can be achieved for the
future of Scotch Hills, Shady Rest.

At the August 2013 Town Council
Meeting where the Shady Rest was
first discussed, which I was in atten-
dance, I heard many passionate
speeches from both citizens and the
Town Council. There was much con-
versation about repairs to the build-
ing (especially the roof), but an equal
amount of conversation regarding The
National Historic Register. And in
my view, there in lies the current
dilemma facing the Council and Town
Manager. The experts that spoke
about The Historic Register repeat-
edly talked about the preservation of
original conditions, original mate-

rial, etc. that were required for con-
sideration. As a result, the Council
put forward the need to hire a His-
toric Architect to evaluate the condi-
tions at Scotch Hills and steps neces-
sary for The Historic Register. Fur-
thermore, Councilman Vastine sug-
gested moving moneys proposed for
a spray park at Brookside Park be
switched to the paying of said His-
toric Architect.

The addition of Shady Rest to The
Historic Register, while wonderful if
it comes to fruition, is realistically a
long shot (keep in mind that the His-
toric Registry covers more than just
buildings, it also covers sites and
areas). But while that hope still lives,
aren’t the Council’s hands tied be-
yond doing basic patch repairs so as
to not further deviate from the origi-
nal structure even more than that
which has already occurred?

Why is Councilman Vastine being
blamed for what is a necessary posi-
tion any more than the
Councilpersons sitting in August
2013 that did not appropriate the
money towards a new roof at that
point?

Ultimately, if the Architect comes
back with a plan of action that may

qualify Shady Rest for The Register,
I truly believe The Town Council and
Town Manager will do everything
they can to help facilitate those steps.
And if, unfortunately, the architects
deem Registration acceptance as
unachievable, I believe the Council
and Manager will act quickly to make
permanent repairs and/or upgrades
to ensure the long term future of the
building including appropriate ways
of honoring the history of both John
Shippen and The Shady Rest Coun-
try Club.

So, I ask that in spite of the frustra-
tions of members of the Shady Rest
Committee in the time that has
spanned since last August, that they
show patience in waiting for the re-
port from the Architect and to please
stop trying to turn well meaning and
sincere Councilpersons and our Town
Manager into villains or
“stonewallers”.

In the end, the pleasure, educa-
tional experience and pride that will
be enjoyed for many, many years by
those visiting the preserved and im-
proved Shady Rest will be what truly
matters.

Marc Ginsberg
Scotch Plains
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