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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Why Was Christie Not Nominated
For An Academy Award?

Potholes Are Understandable But
Damage From Utility Digs Is Not

It is understandable that some of
our local roads are marred with pot-
holes and splitting seams secondary
to damage caused to them by contrib-
uting factors such as weather, age,
erosion, and usage. I would like to
thank the town and the work crews
who are presently working very hard
to improve the roads.

It is, however, completely unac-
ceptable that some previously, per-
fectly paved roads are damaged by
utility or other companies and not
restored to their prior condition. This
will inevitably accelerate the expected
deterioration of the same roads and
be a catalyst for future pothole for-
mation.

Case in point: Owing to utility work
done in the area a few months ago, a
nearly one-mile stretch of westbound
Central Avenue between Virginia
Street and Sycamore Street now has
nearly 35 approximate two feet by
five feet segments of partially de-
pressed, or irregularly filled, pave-
ment resulting from the inadequate
repair of the excavated pavement.

The roadway was in excellent con-
dition until it was opened for utility
access. It is now characterized by a
series of bumps, depressions and
edges, which are visible and obvious
as one travels over them. It doesn’t
matter whether those responsible for
digging up the roadway were state,
local, public or private employees.
There should be oversight upon
completion of work done to roads
and a responsibility to restore the
road surface to the prior state.

A simple “cold press” of asphalt
repair might fill a hole faster and save
money in the short term, but it doesn’t
equate to restoration. I understand
that it is impractical to repair every
road blemish with a steamroller, or
“hot press,” but in my opinion, the
road repair should not be considered
an after thought or inconvenience to
do properly. And if the topic road
repair was considered to have been
properly performed, then it is fairly
obvious that it wasn’t.

Carl Mazzara
Westfield

What a surprise that the Governor’s
personally selected California-based
law firm of Gibson, Dunn and
Crutcher has investigated the George
Washington Bridge scandal, and
found Governor Chris Christie inno-
cent of all charges made against him.
That little political piece of work only
cost the taxpayers of New Jersey
$1,000,000 — Well worth the money
to uphold Chris Christie’s honor and
his political life. Why does the New
York Times and New Jersey The Star-
Ledger refer to this as a whitewash?

Some say that Christie’s selection
of this law firm was not the best,
being that the taxpayers of New Jer-
sey already paid this law firm
$3,100,00 in legal fees in the
Governor’s attempt to legalize sports
betting in New Jersey. Do you really
think that had anything to do the final
findings of the investigation? Does
money and lots of it ever factor into
judgment and opinion?

As a longstanding taxpayer in this
state, I am so happy we have such
fiscally-responsible Governor that
treats our money as if it were his own.

Some complained Chris Christie
wasted $25,000,000 last November
by holding a Special Senate Election,
weeks prior to the scheduled Novem-
ber Election, in which Chris Christie

was up for reelection. Hard to believe
that Chris Christie would not act re-
sponsibly, only to benefit himself and
his political advantage. What else
would we do with $25,000,000?

I did enjoy seeing Chris Christie in
those “Stronger than the Storm” TV
commercials. Why are they having a
federal investigation looking into the
$25,000,000 spent on those wonder-
ful commercials? Is it a big deal that
another firm bid $2,000,000 less than
the firm picked to produce the com-
mercials? The Governor probably just
felt more comfortable with the pro-
ducers he picked. You know an actor
like Chris Christie needs to feel a
working relationship with those be-
hind the camera.

The Congress gave us so much
Sandy relief money that hey why not
keep the star of the commercials pro-
fessionally happy. Why was he
not nominated for an Academy
Award?

All that talk of Chris Christie dol-
ing out Sandy Relief money as politi-
cal rewards and withholding money
as political punishments really has
me ticked off.

Does that happen in New Jersey?
Anthony LaPorta

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Intima – The innermost layer of the

wall of an artery
2. Sbirro – A member of the police

force in Italy
3. Prink – To dress for show
4. Sonsy – Lucky, pleasing

TYPHINIA
1. Coughing up or spitting
2. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
3. A relapsing fever
4. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
JUSTE AU CORPS

1. A soldier, especially an infantry
man

2. A close fitting coat
3. A decree or sentence of the court
4. An ethical or moral code

THPHLOSIS
1. An uproar; clamor
2. Vomiting blood
3. Blindness
4. Whooping cough

DEDOLENT
1. Feeling no compunction or regret
2. Lacking muscle or muscular strength
3. Untidy or dirty
4. Apathetic; disinterested

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Business Admin. Clarifies Westfield
Schools Proposed Projects

I would like to provide clarifica-
tion to the March 27th article in The
Westfield Leader, which referred to
my March 25th presentation to the
Westfield Board of Education. At that
public meeting, I reported on the
district’s proposed 2014-2015 capi-
tal and maintenance projects.

To reiterate, the school district has
been successful in receiving approval
from the N.J. Department of Educa-
tion for 36 grants for capital projects.
Although the state approved grants
for air conditioning our schools, the
district’s share of the cost is esti-
mated at $9.5 million, which is not
feasible for us to fund. (Under the
terms of the grant, the state would
fund 40 percent of an approved project
and the district would cover 60 per-
cent). In light of other needs of the
district and limited funds, the board’s
Facilities Committee recommends
that the district does not pursue air
conditioning.

At this point, we have accepted all
36 grants in the event there are alter-
nate means of funding the air condi-
tioning. We had received price esti-
mates from our architects and engi-
neers that we can provide to school
groups, organizations or private indi-
viduals who may be interested in
fundraising. If there is any public
interest in pursuing this fundraising,
I may be contacted at

dsullivan@westfieldnjk12.org
mailto:dsullivan@westfieldnjk12.org.
The district has 18 months before the
state grant opportunity expires.

In the meantime, the district is
moving ahead with 17 of the 36 state
grants, which total approximately
$1,120,110 in state funds. Security
upgrades in each of our schools are
top priorities, with state grants con-
tributing toward eight of our schools.
We have been successful in obtaining
a safety grant from N.J. School Boards
Insurance Group to support our secu-
rity efforts in our other two schools.

State grant monies will also help
fund new boilers at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and Tamaques El-
ementary School, a generator at
Westfield High School, and HVAC
controls in several schools. A more
detailed list is included in my report
which is available as a link to the
Synopsis of the March 25 Board of
Education meeting at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/synopsis
www.westfieldnjk12.org/synopsis .

The district will continue to seek
grants whenever possible to help de-
fray costs so that we may provide the
educational programs that lead our
students to success and to support the
infrastructure which keeps them safe.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator

Westfield Public Schools

Thank You to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Community for Scholarship Help

Letters to the Editor

Group Challenges GOP
Leadership in Coming

Garwood Primary
In the June 3rd Republican pri-

mary, we are seeking election as
Garwood’s representatives to the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee from our respective voting dis-
tricts. We believe that Garwood’s GOP
needs to go in a more conservative
direction and be a stronger and more
effective advocate for Garwood’s
homeowners, businesses, and prop-
erty taxpayers. We believe our party
needs to be more responsive to its
voters and more open to new candi-
dates and new ideas. For these rea-
sons, we are running as Conservative
Republicans to be the new leaders of
Garwood’s GOP.

In addition to our commitment to
the Republican Party, we all have
several important things in common.
We are all parents (or very soon will
be!). We are all homeowners in
Garwood and pay its property taxes.
We have all fallen deeply in love with
this little town and are committed to
making its future even brighter. And
we all believe government should be
the servant of its citizens rather than
their burdensome taskmaster.

We believe it is time for a change in
the leadership of Garwood’s GOP.
The current Republican mayor and
local GOP chairman are to be com-
mended for stepping up to lead our
party and for the efforts they have put
forth to date. But all organizations
must adapt to change if they are to
grow, thrive, and remain effective.
Political parties, in particular, must
go through periods of renewal and
revitalization. Now is such a time of
rejuvenation for Garwood’s GOP.

No matter who wins the Commit-
tee election on June 3rd, it is
Garwood’s GOP that will emerge tri-
umphant. Please join us in this con-
versation over the future direction of
our party. We will each be reaching
out to the Republican Primary voters
in our respective districts along with
our Conservative Republican candi-
date for mayor, Sal Piarulli. We will
be communicating to you our vision
for Garwood’s future while being
sure to listen to your opinions and
ideas. After all, it’s you—the vot-
ers—who are our bosses. We hope
you’ll hire us for the job of leading
Garwood’s GOP in a new and vibrant
direction.

Alex Grohol D1
Jim and Liz Mathieu D2

Dominick and Erika Zurzolo D3
Sal and Linda Piarulli D4

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation is most grateful
for the community support of our
Dollars for Students fundraising cam-
paign, which recently featured a
house-to-house canvass of our com-
munities by high school applicants
for scholarship assistance. We thank
everyone who answered their door-
bell and spoke with our applicants.
We also thank the students who gave
up their time to help us reach our
goals on a raw and rainy weekend.
Finally, we thank all those members
of the Foundation who worked so
long and hard to make the Dollars for
Students campaign a success.

People who may have missed their

student volunteer and who still want
to assist the Foundation should re-
turn the envelope left at their door or
send their contribution to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation, PO Box 123, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.

The first phase of our Dollars for
Students campaign included a letter
addressed to our supporters asking
for their continued financial assis-
tance. We greatly appreciate all those
who answered this letter.

Each donation, great or small, will
go toward scholarships for local stu-
dents. This year we have received
170 applications and look forward to
funding as many scholarships as pos-
sible. This community’s generosity
in supporting our students’ goal of
higher education has the potential to
change lives!

Mary Ball Cappio, President
SP-F Scholarship Foundation

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Carjacking!
Do We Need a Bigger Wall?

Westfielders are buzzing over the brazen carjacking
on Monday afternoon. Two cretins, cold-blooded
gangsters with lengthy rap sheets of vicious deeds
from the inner city of Newark were apprehended
within minutes after an alert neighbor spotted them
in the act on Minisink Way and dialed 911.

The culprits sped up Lawrence Avenue and onto
Route 22 eastbound and into the trap set by the
Mountainside Police Department. Yes, there was
gunfire. Fortunately, no innocents were hurt and the
duo were cuffed and stuffed. Thank you neighbor
and thank you Mountainside and Westfield police.

Things such as this don’t happen here often. We’re
isolated and protected. It’s a wonder how the good
residents of Newark can live with this distress every
day. They must stand up and help themselves.

There’s no solution to the quagmire until the
corrupt politicians are booted out of the inner cities

and other do-gooder politicians take their heads out
of the sand. There must be an honest dialogue to
acknowledge that there are animals out there that are
incorrigible. Animals that will murder with no re-
morse such as happened at the Short Hills Mall.

Until society can find and implement genuine
corrective measures, we must keep on guard and rely
on the police to protect us. Also, we must scare the
wits out of criminals and lay the hammer on them so
that they’re unlikely to come here again.

If the residents of the inner cities want help to rid
themselves of the vermin, we’re all for it. But throw-
ing money at it the way things are now just deepens
their plight as the politicians drain the funds and
keep them hooked.

So, the former mayor of Newark is to be elected
U.S. Senator for New Jersey in November.

Do we need a bigger wall?

Parties Must Do Better Job
Of Filling Candidate Slates

Monday’s filing deadline for candidates for fed-
eral, county and municipal elective positions has
created a number of interesting Primary races this
June. However, unless there are successful write-in
campaigns launched in Fanwood and at the county
level, there will be no opposition for two Democrats
seeking reelection on the borough council and only
one Republican candidate for three seats on county
freeholder board. Also, the GOP did not run a
candidate for surrogate. Democrats continued their
tradition of not running candidates for the
Mountainside Borough Council.

The party’s (D) candidate for Congress in the 7th
District, Clinton Township Mayor Janice Kovach,
had most of her  nominating petition signatures
invalidated by New Jersey Division of Elections, a
decision she is appealing. Cranford resident Robert
Turkavage, a former FBI agent, failed to meet
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline to file his petitions for the
GOP nomination for U.S. Senate making the Pri-
mary a four-man race with the winner to face Sena-
tor Cory Booker (D).

In our view, candidates should not miss deadlines
that are well spelled out. We also have to criticize the
county and Fanwood GOP organizations for not
filing candidates for these offices.

We encourage those persons who may not be
involved with party politics to consider running for
surrogate, freeholder or Fanwood and Mountainside
councils as write-in candidates. Those who reside in
either borough can run for their respective councils
as write-in candidates for the Republican nomina-
tion in Fanwood and Democratic nomination in
Mountainside if they are registered for the party’s
nomination they are seeking or are unaffiliated, but
ready to register with the party if their write-cam-
paigns are successful.

The number of write-ins required differs per town
so potential candidates should check with their town
clerks.

This June will be exciting for political pundits as
there are mayoral primary races in Garwood, Rahway,
and Berkeley Heights. There will also be a Republi-
can Primary for U.S. Senate and for Congress in the
7th District as well as a Democratic Primary in the
12th District.

In addition, we hope more citizens will throw their
hat in the ring by running for their local school
boards. The deadline to file for school board seats
has been moved to 4 p.m. on Monday, July 28.

As the lottery promotion says, “You have to be in
it to win it.”

METS LOSE#!

See more letters on page 5


