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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
‘FUN’ RAISER...Attendees at the 13th Annual Comedy Night Fundraiser to
benefit F.O.P. research held Saturday night at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside enjoy the comedy routine, including Michelle
Charlesworth, ABC-TV Eyewitness News co-anchor, center.

Photo courtesy of Edward Grabowski
GUEST SPEAKER...Dan Piazza, curator of the Smithsonian National Postal
Museum in Washington, D.C., speaks to the members of the Westfield Stamp
Club on one of his favorite philatelic and social topics – the de Laurence Company
of Chicago, Ill. – on March 26.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT...Nick Tsapatsaris, right, explains his applica-
tion to redevelop 325-331 South Avenue at the Garwood Planning Board meeting
on March 26 as Zoning Code Officer Victor Vinegra, center, and planning board
secretary Adele Lewis, left, follow along.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
OUT WITH THE OLD...Workers sort electronic items at the Union County
electronics recycling event at Union County College on Saturday morning.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
NETWORKING…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
conducts a networking meeting at the Crossroads in Garwood. Pictured, left to
right, are: Gene Jannotti, Carol Kearney, Chris Devine, chairman; Lee Frankel,
owner of the Crossroads; Paula Ehoff, GWACC Executive Director Heather
Robinson, Barbara Murphy and Russ Finestein.

short distance east and parked the
Lexus in a lot off of an exit ramp for
Route 22 in Mountainside. Shortly
thereafter, a Mountainside police of-
ficer spotted the defendant and started
pursuing him on foot until Randleman
arrived at a nearby gas station and
quickly entered a second vehicle be-
ing driven by Hinson.

Hinson then allegedly drove in the
direction of the Mountainside officer,
who fired multiple rounds from his
service weapon as the vehicle ap-
proached him. Neither suspect was
struck by gunfire, and following a brief
police pursuit the getaway vehicle
crashed at the corner of Orchard and
New Providence Roads in Mountain-
side, after which the two defendants
were taken into custody without fur-
ther incident, according to the
prosecutor’s office.

The carjacking victim was not seri-
ously injured, nor was either of the two
defendants. The Mountainside officer
who had been pursuing Randleman
was taken to a local hospital for treat-
ment of a leg injury.

Bail for Hinson and Randleman was
set at $750,000 and $1 million, respec-
tively, by state Superior Court Judge
Frederic R. McDaniel. Both defendants
are expected to make their first appear-
ances in court later this week, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

While questions in previous meet-
ings concerned, among other things,
the number of apartments, the num-
ber of bedrooms and average square
footage, this time Mr. Tsapatsaris and
his associates were queried largely
on parking, refuse storage and light-
ing.

The most prickly exchanges in-
volved Mr. Tsapatsaris’ attorney, John
Schmidt, and two area residents,
Frank Kelly and Anthony Prieto,
neighbors who live on the parallel
Willow Avenue behind Mr.
Tsapatsaris’ property.

It was revealed at the February 26
meeting, and referenced again on
March 26, that Mr. Kelly owns the
adjacent property at 327 South Av-
enue and had offered to sell it to Mr.
Tsapatsaris, who said he rejected the
offer because the price was above
market value.

Questions by Mr. Kelly and Mr.
Prieto largely focused on traffic flow
and parking availability, taking par-
ticular issue with Mr. Staigar’s testi-
mony that his client’s proposed park-
ing solution was adequate and would
not adversely affect the neighbor-
hood.

Mr. Greet at times had to gavel the
meeting to order and Board Attorney
Donald Fraser chastised members of
the public to ask specific questions,
rather than make pronouncements or
offer opinions and criticism. Mr.
Fraser also overruled objections by
Mr. Schmidt, characterizing some
questions as “fair” and rewording
others for the witnesses to answer.

During one exchange, Mr. Schmidt
objected to a line of questioning from
Mr. Prieto, who followed Mr. Kelly’s
cross-examination of Mr. Staigar and
asked him if he could use his infor-
mation to justify Mr. Kelly’s argu-
ment.

“I’m not sure what part of this half
hour of Mr. Kelly’s questioning he’s
referring to,” Mr. Schmidt said.

That remark drew an angry re-
sponse from Mr. Kelly, who called it
“antagonistic.”

Mr. Fraser interjected to calm the
tension.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ March 26 proposal
includes eight one-bedroom apart-
ments with an average size of 895
square feet, and four two-bedroom
apartments with an average size of
1,100 square feet. It also was modi-
fied to include an internal garbage
chute that leads to a first-floor room
and a dumpster that would be moved
to a refuse area on the southwest
corner of the property.

The February 26 proposal included
11 two-bedroom apartments and two
one-bedroom units.

The reduction in bedrooms also
forced the recalculation of the num-
ber of needed parking spots. The 325-
331 site is designed to have 18 park-
ing spots. Under the previous con-
figuration, Mr. Tsapatsaris’ group
calculated that to comply with bor-
ough ordinances it would need an
additional 18 places, while

Garwood’s zoning code enforcement
officer, Victor Vinegra, put the num-
ber at 21.

With the new number and size of
apartments, Mr. Vinegra lowered his
estimate to 16. Besides the 18 on-site
places, Mr. Tsapatsaris has signed a
lease with the Garwood Rest saloon
350 feet to the east of his property on
South Avenue for five places for 10
years, and also has been negotiating
with the owners of the largely aban-
doned Casale industrial plant to the
west for another 15 at its parking lot
on South Avenue adjacent to the
Garwood Fire Department.

Mr. Tsapatsaris would need a vari-
ance to permit off-site parking, and
therefore be in compliance with local
ordinances.

The planning board still needs to
discuss the matter among itself, and
also give the public a chance to com-
ment and present evidence on the
application. After Mr. Tsapatsaris’
group completed their testimony on
March 26, Mr. Greet speculated the
meeting could have lasted until 12:30
to 1 a.m.

He therefore adjourned the meet-
ing and left it to April 23 to decide the
fate of the application.

“It’s very hard to say,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said when asked to evalu-
ate the project’s chances. “I saw some
positive comments, but I also heard
their concerns. At this point, it’s quite
difficult to gauge the direction (the
board) would take.”
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Westfield. The facility would have a
lacrosse/soccer field, a six-lane track,
bleachers and a lighting system.

About 20 residents from both
Cranford and Westfield appeared at
the town council session to oppose
the project. Nine residents from both

five minutes had expired.
The protocol for the forum calls

for members of the public to speak
with little or no immediate re-
sponse from the board until after
that portion of the meeting is
closed.

During the freeholder comment
portion, a handful, including Bette
Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter,
offered support for Mr. Hudak, but
most did not address Mr. Paterson’s
remarks.

Speaking last among the free-
holders, Mr. Hudak waited until
the end of his remarks to respond to
Mr. Paterson, saying he did not
want to reply to “foolish comments
that lack intelligence or facts.”

He indirectly accused Mr. Pater-
son of seeking attention and “flat
out” making up “things that are not
true, that do not have any basis in
reason or fact.”

Mr. Hudak joked that while he
was proud to be the chairman of
the Linden Democratic Party, “I
wouldn’t consider myself the boss
of anything. Hell, I’m not the boss
of Exeter Road. Mrs. Hudak has
that title,” drawing some laugh-
ter.

During Mr. Hudak’s comments,
Mr. Paterson asked from the gal-
lery if Mr. Hudak would rescind a
spending resolution that Mr. Pater-
son referenced earlier. After a brief,
terse exchange between the two,
Mr. Hudak threatened to have Mr.
Paterson removed from the room.

taurant, to Echo Park Food LLC —
the operators of the Echo Queen
diner. Finally, the council discussed
the need for an ordinance relating
to construction fencing. Officials
agreed an ordinance was necessary
to ensure orderly storage of con-
struction materials and resident
safety.

The borough council’s next meeting
will take place on Tuesday, April 22.
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Westfield Council
towns spoke during the public com-
ments portion of the meeting to
voice their opposition.

The residents opposed the plan
due to anticipated loss of property
value, parking and traffic concerns,
noise and light pollution and water
drainage issues due to the removal
of some 700 trees on an area en-
compassing four-and-a-third-acres
of land and the subsequent disrup-
tion of the natural habitat for the
wildlife in the area.

The proposed plan calls for the
planting of 1,500 trees to replace
the ones that are to be removed, but
residents also voiced their concern
about the floods that may occur
until the new trees reach maturity.

At the conclusion of the public
comments portion, Mayor Skibitsky
addressed the residents regarding
the project. “We’re just becoming
up to speed on the project. We hear
you and we definitely understand
all your concerns…we’re going to
look at it very pragmatically,” he
said.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 22, at
7 p.m. at the municipal building
located at 425 East Broad Street.
The conference session will be im-
mediately followed by the council’s
regular public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Barbara Ringk
PARKINSON PROCLAMATION...Mayor Andrew Skibitsky presents a procla-
mation during Tuesday evening’s Westfield Town Council meeting announcing
April as Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month to Barbara Ringk, facilitator,
center, and Dorothy Doyle, a member of the Westfield Parkinson Support Group.

Marcus Switches to GOP
As Parties Name Candidates

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Deputy
Mayor Michael Marcus, who was
elected to the township council as a
Democrat in 2010, will run for a
second term this November on the
Republican ticket. Also running are
Councilman William Vastine, who
is also seeking a second term, and
Councilman Llewellyn Jones, who
will be seeking a four-year term
after winning a special election last
November to fill out an unexpired
term.

The GOP trio will face a slate of
Democrats—John Del Sordi Jr.,
William Thomas and Luisa
Bianco—all of whom are making
their first runs for elective office.
Party Chairwoman Linda Stender
said the three Democrats “will bring
civility and common sense solu-
tions to the council” and “will work
to reduce the costs of essential ser-
vices and improve the delivery of
those services to Scotch Plains.”

Mr. Del Sordi is a carpenter and
has been involved in coaching rec-
reational and travel soccer, basket-
ball and baseball. Mr. Thomas is a
manager with the postal service and
was involved in the START (Strat-
egies to Achieve, Reflect, Triumph)
program at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, which seeks to de-
velop strategies to ensure academic
achievement and to support the stu-
dents for success in life. Mrs. Bianco
works at AT&T and has been in-
volved in a variety of local school
activities, as well as the Girl Scouts.

Explaining his party switch, Mr.

Marcus told The Westfield Leader
that the GOP is “a much better fit
for me.” He said local Republicans
have “been very supportive of me
on the council” and expressed his
“appreciation for the confidence
they’ve shown in me” and for the
chance to “continue to serve the
town.”

Presently, the Democrats hold a
3-to-2 majority on the council, with
Mr. Marcus, Mayor Kevin Glover
and Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella representing the Demo-
crats and Councilmen Vastine and
Jones representing the Republicans.
Mr. Marcus has, during the past
year, increasingly sided with the
Republicans on a number of issues
and two weeks ago sharply criti-
cized the mayor during a council
budget meeting to discuss the li-
brary budget. After the mayor com-
plained that some council members
were pushing for added library
funding for political reasons, Mr.
Marcus criticized the mayor’s “ri-
diculous comments” and said he
was “tired of comments about po-
litical posturing,” adding that he
“resents the fact that everything is
being characterized as being politi-
cal in nature.”

Mr. Marcus is the first incumbent
council member in memory to seek
re-election as a member of the op-
posing political party. Four years
ago, two council members—Demo-
crat Jeffrey Strauss and Republican
Dominick Bratti—unsuccessfully
sought re-election as independent
candidates after being denied their
respective parties’ backing.
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