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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Photo courtesy of Susan Francis
MOVIN’ AND GROOVIN’…Franklin Elementary School in Westfield recently joined in the nationwide celebration of
“Music in Our Schools Month” with two energetic vocal concert performances. Pictured are first- and third-grade classes
moving and grooving to songs directed by Franklin music teachers Brent Geyer and Karen Romero.

Photo courtesy of Matthew Cognetti
WAX MUSEUM…The fifth-grade classes from Washington Elementary School
in Westfield held their annual wax museum exhibit on February 11. The children
dressed in part and memorized speeches as family and friends walked around the
exhibit donating coins. The children raised $625 for the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad in honor of “Mr. Tony,” a school lunch aide for over 30 years at
Washington School, who recently passed away.

Photo courtesy of Sarah McGrail
GOOD DEEDS...Nick Chermak, left, and Michael McGrail clear litter at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield over the weekend. Boy Scouts from Troop No.
72 also spent several hours trimming bushes and trees and clearing leaves. This
was by way of a good turn for the church, which sponsors the troop and provides
the Scouts with a hall for their weekly meetings.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
GOOD IDEAS…Students listen to a presentation at The Young Entrepreneurs
Academy (YEA!) on March 26 at Westfield High School. The Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) sponsors students in grades 9 through 12,
giving them the opportunity to become actual CEOs by taking them through the
process of starting and running real businesses over the course of an academic year.
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Essex County Men Charged
In Westfield Carjacking

WESTFIELD — Two Essex
County men are in custody and fac-
ing multiple charges in connection
with a Monday afternoon carjacking
in Westfield, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park announced
Tuesday.

Caavon Hinson, 24, and Lamar
Randleman, 25, both of Newark, are
charged with first-degree carjacking,
second-degree criminal conspiracy,
and third-degree theft. Hinson addi-
tionally is charged with second-de-
gree eluding police, second-degree
aggravated assault, and third-degree
aggravated assault, while Randleman
additionally is charged with third-
degree resisting arrest, according to
the prosecutor’s office.

It was approximately 1 p.m. on
Monday when the victim, a 62-year-
old female, arrived at her home on
Minisink Way in Westfield and was
approached in her driveway by an
unknown male wearing a mask, ac-
cording to the investigation. Follow-
ing a brief struggle during which the
woman was shoved to the ground, the

man, later identified as Randleman,
took the keys to the victim’s Lexus
SUV and drove away.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, the
Westfield Police Department and the
Mountainside Police Department re-
vealed that Randleman then drove a

GW Owner Faces Questions
On Plans for Mixed-Use Lot

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The owner of a
mixed-use property on South Avenue
across from the Crunch fitness gym
and his witnesses last Wednesday
faced another three-and-a-half hours
of questioning, oftentimes conten-
tious, from officials and residents in
his bid to get the Garwood Planning
Board’s approval to redevelop the
site.

It was the third time in four months
that Nick Tsapatsaris of LAND of NJ
Inc. had gone before the board. He
submitted a second modified design
at the board’s March 26 meeting that
would redevelop a single-family
home at 325 South Avenue and an
adjacent property at 331 South Av-
enue.

That address includes the Panda
House restaurant, the Wireless Point
mobile phone store and the Ken Nails
salon, as well as a vacant space and
three apartments on the second floor.

The frequently laborious and oc-
casionally heated inquiry extended

past 11 p.m., forcing Board Chair-
man Stephen Greet to adjourn the
meeting and to announce the pro-
ceedings would continue at the panel’s
next gathering on Wednesday, April
23.

The latest proposal, which Mr.
Tsapatsaris estimated would cost
“well in excess of $1 million,” was
largely similar to February’s proposal.
The major difference was the removal
of one floor or residential space turn-
ing the property into a three-story
structure. Otherwise, it remained a
150-foot by 100-foot structure that
would approximately double the cur-
rent first-floor retail space to about
5,000 square feet and include 12 apart-
ments on the upper levels.

Along with Mr. Tsapatsaris, his
wife and realtor, Stacey Tsapatsaris,
traffic engineer Joseph Staigar and
civil planner Kathryn Gregory laid
out LAND’s justification for seeking
variances on parking, buffering and a
loading area, as well as approval for
the overall site plan.
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Stop & Shop Expansion
Application Appealed
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Planning Board’s decision to approve
Stop & Shop’s application to expand
its Elm Street supermarket has been
appealed by James Hughes, a resi-
dent of Massachusetts Street who op-
posed the application.

Attorneys for the planning board
and Mr. Hughes did not return phone
calls seeking comment on the lawsuit
by The Westfield Leader’s press dead-
line. The Leader will report on the
lawsuit in next week’s issue.

County Not to Fund UCC
Field Project in Cap Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – Union County
College’s (UCC) plans to build a
soccer/lacrosse field with an athlet-
ics track near the rear entrance of
the Cranford campus apparently
will have to be done without county
funds. The issue came to light dur-
ing the March 27 Union County
freeholders’ meeting.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Cranford Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. addressed the
nine-member board, thanking Free-
holder Chairman Christopher Hudak
for speaking with UCC officials about
the township’s citizens’ “serious con-
cerns” about the plans, particularly
flooding issues.

Mr. Hannen, who spoke for less
than a minute, was accompanied by
several Cranford residents at the
meeting, but who did not address
the board.

“Thank you for consideration and
we appreciate the fact that it is not
included in the capital budget for
this year,” Mr. Hannen said in com-
pleting his remarks.

UCC has unveiled plans to install
a synthetic turf field with a six-lane
athletic track on a 4.2-acre wooded
area near Gallows Hill Road, part of
which is currently occupied by ten-
nis courts. The construction would
require the removal of 700 trees.

In previous public forums, nu-
merous Cranford residents have
loudly opposed the plan.

The board also unanimously
adopted a resolution to “request and
compel the State of New Jersey to
comply” with the Affordable Care
Act – or Obamacare, shifting health
care expenses of some county prison

inmates to Medicaid. Mr. Hudak
said the move would relieve $1
million to $2 million in costs from
the county.

The meeting was highlighted by
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson,
who used his five minutes to call
Mr. Hudak, who also is the chair-
man of the Linden Democratic
Party, a “political boss.”

He accused Mr. Hudak of
cronyism and being “100 percent
partisan” in his position on the
board, ignoring political “corrup-
tion” and “criminality” and accept-
ing a $70,000 “low-show job” as
manager of events and promotions
at Kean University. His accusations
also included actions by Mr. Hudak
as the Linden Democratic chair-
man, with Mr. Paterson saying Mr.
Hudak has overlooked nefarious
deeds by a local councilman and
intended to endorse the council-
man as a candidate for mayor.

Mr. Hudak smiled and at times
chuckled during Mr. Paterson’s
time, finally interrupting him when
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WF Council Presents Budget; Hears
UCC Sports Complex Opposition

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its regular
public meeting Tuesday evening,
the Westfield Town Council pre-
sented the $38.7-million municipal
budget for 2014.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairper-
son Sam Della Fera made brief
opening remarks regarding the work
accomplished by the finance policy
committee and employees of the
town.

“First of all, I want to thank the
budget committee on all their work,”
stated Mayor Skibitsky. “All of our

committees work extremely hard,
but I think our finance policy com-
mittee puts in the most
hours…Every time I come into this
building whether it be a weekday
night or a weekend, it always seems
like they are in the chambers meet-
ing about the budget.”

Mayor Skibitsky also detailed the
recent rating upgrade by Standard
and Poor’s from AA+ to AAA as a
testament to the efforts of the fi-
nance policy committee and
Westfield’s employees in “being
good stewards for the citizens of
Westfield.”

Mr. Della Fera also made some

comments regarding the budget. “I
am very proud of the budget that we
are presenting tonight and the coun-
cil will be considering. It really is a
team effort as the mayor suggested.
That team includes not only the
Finance Committee members but
the mayor, the town council, (Town
Administrator) Mr. (Jim) Gildea and
our department heads, many of
whom are here tonight, that helped
us put together a budget that I think
evidences the fact that we take seri-
ously the responsibility of being
stewards of taxpayer funds.”

Mr. Gildea next presented the mu-
nicipal budget via PowerPoint.

 The total municipal budget for
2014 is $38,671,928. After account-
ing for municipal revenues, the tax
levy for taxpayers is $26,185,518,
which is an increase of 0.5 percent
over last year’s budget and is lower
than the state-mandated 2-percent
tax levy cap law.

The owner of a home assessed at
$179,850, the average assessment
in the town of Westfield, will see
their taxes increased by $63 for the
year, or $5.25 a month.

The 2014 budget also incorpo-
rates the hiring of one police officer
and one firefighter for the town.
Mayor Skibitsky stated that the 2014
budget will soon be available online
on the town’s website, located at
www.westfieldnj.gov/.

In other news, former mayor and
current Cranford Township Com-
mittee (CTC) member Tom Hannen,
Jr. petitioned the town council to
pass a resolution denouncing a
sports complex that is to be con-
structed by Union County College
(UCC) at its Cranford campus. Ac-
cording to Mr. Hannen, the CTC
passed a similar resolution at its
last committee meeting.

The $1.4-million sports complex
would be located adjacent to Colby
Lane in Cranford and Gallows Hill
Road on the border of Cranford and
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Mountainside Considers
Comcast Application

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Borough Council tackled a
full agenda at its Tuesday work ses-
sion.

The council began by conducting
a public hearing on Comcast
Corporation’s application to renew
its franchise to provide cable ser-
vices to the community. Officials
considered whether Comcast had
substantially complied with the
terms of its service contract and
had the financial ability to provide
the services which it has promised.
The two items which the members
could not consider were rates, which
are governed by federal and state
statutes, and program content,

which is protected by the First
Amendment.

Council members questioned a
representative from Comcast on the
company’s ability to continue to
provide public access channels and
to ensure that Berkeley Heights pro-
gramming continues to be avail-
able to Mountainside residents, as
well as Comcast’s response to power
outages during the recent severe
weather.

The council also reviewed sev-
eral bids for the resurfacing of New
Providence Road and Woodland
Avenue and passed a resolution ap-
proving the transfer of a liquor li-
cense held by ZLW Enterprises for
Raagini, a now-closed Indian res-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


