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CAPTAINS — SCAGLIONE, SWEENEY, KANE, HUGHES

Football Blue Devils Return
Seasoned Group of Players

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard knocks from the past year
may turn out to be a benefit to this
year’s Westfield High School foot-
ball team that returns a majority of
seniors and juniors who were starters
on the 2012 squad. The road was
indeed rocky last year, but this sea-
son the Blue Devils may be returning
the favor despite having one of the
toughest schedules in the state.

“We’ve had a productive camp and
scrimmaged on Tuesday [August 27].
We did some good things and looked
over some things. We spent this week

trying to fix their mistakes, and I
think the kids were very receptive to
that. We had a good summer of con-
ditioning. The strength training, I was
very pleased with the work. We are
just in the grind of training camp and
we are trying to finish up on a positive
note We are moving forward,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

Heading up the offense will be se-
nior Chris Hogge and his backup is
junior Andrew Malacrea.

“Chris got some varsity action last
year. He’s got a really strong arm.
He’s figuring it out on the fly, and
he’s done a pretty good job of it. He’s

getting better every day. He threw the
ball very well in our scrimmage,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Working in Hogge’s favor is a solid
receiving corps who were all starters
last year. Seniors David Kane and
Dylan Elliott will be at tight end and
split end, respectively, and junior Sean
Elliott is the flanker.

“All three of our receivers were
starters last year, so those guys have
to help him. They know how to play
on this level. They know the speed of
the teams we play on the varsity level.
They’ve got to get open. They’ve got

ZAZZALI, CIMRING, KORDUBA NAMED SPF CAPTAINS

Raiders Return Experience,
Much Depth in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Reloading, a common yearly term
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team, should be
pretty much the same this season with
17 returning lettermen, which in-
cludes six who were starters.

Considering that last year’s Raid-
ers, who ranked very near or at the top
in the state most of the season, fin-
ished with a 19-1-3 record and pre-
sented the school with its 16th Union
County (UC) Tournament champi-
onship and Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky with his 14th, the outlook
is very good.

“We have, probably, the best depth
and versatility in this particular group,
especially within the juniors, who
were all on our team last year. It helps
you out tremendously when you are
playing three games a week and have
some injuries. I see us playing any-
where from 15-16 kids every game,”
said Coach Breznitsky whose career
record has elevated to 636-151-55
(.809 percent).

The Raiders have selected seniors
Christian Zazzali, Alex Cimring and
Dan Korduba as the team captains.
Zazzali, a First Team All-UC and
Third Team All-State Central Divi-
sion selection last year, will move up

to the forward position to work with
junior Justin Rodriques and senior
Brian Rubin.

“Up front, Christian Zazzali, who
is the team leader and great athlete,
and Justin Rodrigues, who has gotten
much better from last year, are who
we look to be our main goal-scoring
threats,” Coach Breznitsky added.

Although the Raiders graduated
two outstanding athletes with An-
drew Leischner and Colin Stripling,
the midfield is still expected to be
formidable with sophomore James
Murphy (First Team All-UC, Second
Team All-State Central) in the center
with junior Zach Lipshitz and Cimring

on the sides. Also senior Eduardo
Arocha and juniors David Valian
and Dan Babis will add depth
and versatility.

The Raiders have three return-
ing starters on defense with
sophomore Joey Bianco (First
Team All-State Central) and se-
niors Devin Glover and Mike
Walsh. Others with experience
are sophomore Jake Longo and
juniors John DelSordi, Chris
Isolda and Garret Zito.

“As far as our defense is con-
cerned, it’s been outstanding with
three starters returning. I am very
pleased with the defense. Same
with the midfield! Although we
have a couple of new guys linked
up there, James Murphy, one of
the best high school players in the
state, is the leader of that group.
Zach and Cimring have come on
and formed, for the most part, a
pretty consistent group similar to
Murphy, Stripling and Leischner
from last year. We are pretty close
to the strength in the midfield that
we had last year, which was the

strongest of our team, allowing us to
play a very nice possession type of
game,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Korduba, a Coaches Second Team
All-State Central and First Team All-
UC selection last year, recorded 12
shutouts and yielded just 15 goals.

According to Coach Breznitsky,
“Dan is one of the better goalkeepers
in the state. He had 12 shutouts last
year. He’s got good size. He and Mike
Walsh played in the Club Nationals,
which is one of the highest levels that
you can get.”

The Raiders also have several tal-
ented newcomers with sophomore
goalie Tyler O’Brien, midfielders
Zack Halma (sophomore) and Conor
Danik (junior), junior forward Chris
Gibbons, and junior defender Brian
Howard and sophomores Julian
Korduba and Alex Guevara.

“We have some very experienced
and good soccer players. I think we
are going to have a season that is
pretty darn close to what we had last
year,” Coach Breznitsky predicted.

The Raiders will host Parsippany
Hills in their season opener this Sat-
urday, September 7, at 2 p.m.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!
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WESTFIELD $1,349,000
Under construction New Westfield Colonial, 5
brs, 4 bath, 3500 sq.ft. featuring custom millwork
and appointments. MLS 2999581

WESTFIELD $1,229,000
Spectacular 5BR, 4.1BA CHC, 2-story foyer, FR
w/gas fp, Butler's pantry w/wet bar, Gourmet Kit
w/SS appl, MBR w/gas fp/spa bth. MLS 3030297

WESTFIELD $1,149,900
Historic Elegant Circa 1744 Col on 1+acre
landscaped grnds w/patio & barn, LR w/blt-ins &
fpl, updtd kit w/brkfst area, FDR. MLS 3048608

WESTFIELD $899,000
Home/Prof. Office w/5 lrg BRs and 3.5BA.
Office has sep. entrance w/2 offices, 3 exam
rooms, lrg waiting rm & 1 bath. MLS 3026230 

WESTFIELD $850,000
Classic English Tudor, 4BR, 4BA, orig drs, mold-
ings, beamed ceil & stained glass wndws, land-
scaped yard, picturesque setting. MLS 3050933

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000
Stunning 5BR, 4BA Exp. Ranch, 1.5acres of wooded
prop, open flr plan, upscale amenities, finished base-
ment, great location. MLS 3056162

WESTFIELD $749,000
Classic Colonial 4 Bedrooms, 2.2 baths, 2 car
garage, in-ground pool, new roof, windows, fin-
ished basement, quiet street. MLS 3068960

WESTFIELD $589,900
Spacious split level, 8RM, 3BR, 2.5BA, 1st fl FR,
Lrg property on quiet cul-de-sac, 2Frpls, updtd
bth, built-in 2 car garage. MLS 3055920

SCOTCH PLAINS $580,000
Spacious bi-level in Parkwood Section w/4BR, 3
full BA, well maintained w/upgraded windows,
great potential. MLS 3060436

SCOTCH PLAINS $539,000
Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath expanded Ranch,
gourmet Kitchen, Den, Family room, Deck and
patio on wooded lot. MLS 3053518

WESTFIELD $529,000
Large 3 bedroom, 3 full bath Cape with updat-
ed eat-in Kitchen, Family Room and CAC.
Close to everything. MLS 3063485

SCOTCH PLAINS $339,900
Move right in! Updated, well maintained &
charming, this 2 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial has it
all. MLS 3068054

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012 

600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065 x6417 

Exquisite Center Hall Colonial features beautiful hardwood floors, embellished moldings, 

custom built-ins & fabulous updates. Classic foyer, front-to-back living room with marble 

surround fireplace & formal dining room add to the elegance of this home. A gourmet 

kitchen opens to a breakfast area & into the family room addition. The second floor 

boasts a master suite with luxurious bath & custom-outfitted WIC, two additional nice-

sized bedrooms & an updated bath. Finished third floor with sitting area, bedroom &  full 

bath with access to a customized WIC. Outside you will find beautiful gardens with lush 

plantings, slate patio & a white picket fence. Presented for $1,275,000. 

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is 
a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportu-

nity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Should Oblachinski decide to go to
the air, he has senior wide receivers
Jack McCaffrey and Geddy Warner,
and sophomore Joe Norton, along
with tight ends Steve Baglieri (se-
nior) and junior Jake Matthews. The
backfield expects to get breathing
room from senior center Rob
DelSanto, senior guards Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Jon El-Khoury,
sophomores Will Fries and Kevin
Doran, and senior tackles Mike
Pastore, Brian Bruns and Ryan Drew,
and junior Nick Ballas.

“We have a lot of sophomores on
the field. We are going to be able to
play a lot of guys this year,” Coach
Rosenmeier noted.

Baglieri, Bruns and Ballas are ex-
pected to man the defensive ends,
while Pastore, O’Shaughnessy, Fries
and Doran will plug the interior line.
The linebacker crew will be
DelSandro, sophomore Niko
Cappello, Matthews, junior Colin
Scanlon, Drew and Davis.

On the corners will be Oblachinski,
Walker, Leonard and McCaffrey, and

the safeties will be DaSilva, Trotter,
Christiano and Schetelich.

“Our most experience returns in
the secondary. We expect to be good
in that area. One of the keys in the
scrimmage was that we were able to
stop them in the short yardage situa-
tions. It proves to us that we can play
defense and to do it all the time. Play
the next play and win the next play,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Veteran senior Troy Ketler is ex-
pected to handle the kicking respon-
sibilities, but Norton is expected to
be a strong backup.

The Cougars’ schedule does not
get any easier and they will jump
right into the fire with their season
opener at Watchung Hills on Thurs-
day, September 12, at 7 p.m.

“That schedule is certainly a chal-
lenge. We don’t really sweat any-
body. We just want it to be fair for
everybody our size to get a similar
schedule. For now, we have to play
the schedule that’s in front of us, and
I can promise we will show up every
week,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER BOYS SOCCER CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are: Alex Cimring, Dan
Korduba and Christian Zazzali, who have been selected as team captains of the Raider
boys soccer team this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING PAST THE DEFENDERS...Junior flanker Sean Elliott slipped by several defenders to score a touchdown in the
scrimmage game against Somerville on August 31. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Probitas Verus Honos


