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WHS Second in ShopRite Cup,
Two Points Behind Millburn

Millburn’s move from Group 3 to
Group 4 last school year proved ben-
eficial for the Millers and frustrating
for WHS.

Millburn won the 10th ShopRite
Cup’s Group 4 trophy as the state’s
top big school with 56 points, with
WHS close behind at 54. They were
closely followed by Columbia and
Hunterdon Central at 52, and then
Livingston and Southern, both with
49. This is a team-only competition
and to score points you have to win a
sectional title; points are also deducted
for ejections during each season.

The Millers did not back into the
title. They beat WHS head to head in
the sectional finals of boys soccer,
girls tennis and boys tennis on the
way to state championships in those
sports. WHS would have obviously
won the ShopRite Cup if any one of
those three results was switched.

Well, as the Brooklyn Dodgers fans
used to say, there’s always this year.
And WHS has a very strong athletic
2014 class, so it should be in the
middle of the hunt again.

Other champions were: Kingsway
(Group 3), Haddonfield (Group 2),
Metuchen (Group 1), Christian Broth-
ers Academy (Parochial A), Villa
Walsh Academy (Parochial B).

The only other Union County
schools in the top five of their group
were Summit (fifth in Group 3) and
Oratory (third in Parochial B).

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The WHS football team starts the

2013 season as New Jersey’s sixth
all-time winningest school with 585
victories. Ahead of the Blue Devils
are Phillipsburg with 641, Montclair
602, Hammonton and Paulsboro 598
each, and Atlantic City 586.

The Long Branch-Bayonne-WHS
scrimmage on Aug. 27 was historic.
It was the first time WHS ever went
with 22 different starters, i.e., no two-
way starters. And while the results
were pretty good – slightly better
offensively then defensively – it would
be a surprise if Chris Sweeney, Joe
Scaglione, Dylan Elliott and Eugene
Rawls remained one-way players.

The offense moved the ball, with
Rawls running and Chris Hogge
throwing to the Elliott brothers and
David Kane. And the defense, despite
yielding some huge early yardage,
shut the door late in the scrimmage –
perhaps testament to the two-platoon
system used on a hot day.

Here is the 2013 WHS schedule,
which starts a week from today with
Lizzy-Beth coming to town for a 3
p.m. kickoff. It’s the same teams and
order as last year, when the Devils
went a disappointing 2-8, ending their
run of six straight winning records.
Coach Jim DeSarno was 42-20 his
first six seasons. Expect a 180-degree
turnaround season.
Sept. 12 Elizabeth, 3
Sept. 21 Hillsborough, 2
Sept. 27 at Phillipsburg, 7
Oct. 4 at Hunterdon Central, 7
Oct. 12 Union, 2
Oct. 18 at Franklin, 7
Oct. 25-26 bye (my 50th reunion week-
end, and no game!)
Nov. 1 at Bridgewater-Raritan, 6
Nov. 9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 2
Nov. 15-16 playoffs, TBA
Nov. 22-23 playoffs, TBA
Nov. 28 Plainfield, 11
Dec. 6-7-8 playoffs, TBA

It would appear the WHS-SPF ri-
valry has gotten a reprieve. It looked
like WHS would have to drop SPF or

Plainfield, both Group 3 schools now,
due to the power point system used for
the playoffs. But the NJSIAA has ruled
that only seven of the first eight games
will count toward the playoffs. So
Westfield should still be able to con-
tinue playing its two top football rivals.

WHS leads the SP-F series 37 wins,
13 losses, 2 ties. It’s the third oldest
rival for the Devils, behind Plainfield
(108 games) and Rahway (60).

The first meeting was in 1929 and
WHS won 20-0. It was just Scotch
Plains High School back then and
they played at what is now Park Inter-
mediate School (then the high school).
The series was discontinued and
didn’t restart until 1961, when WHS
joined the Watchung Conference. The
teams have met every year since with
the lone exception being 1990.

The Westfield Football Parents
Association will host a Kickoff Party
on Saturday, 7-11 p.m., at the Knights
of Columbus on North Avenue. Tick-
ets were to have been purchased ($35)
by August 31 from Michele Ehrhart
… but late arrivals may be accepted at
the door.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Junior Danny Mitchell will miss

the 2013-14 basketball season after
suffering a torn ACL this summer
while playing at Brown University.
Mitchell was WHS team captain as a
sophomore and would have been the
leading returning scorer this winter,
after scoring 205 as a sophomore.
More important, he had 101 assists
and also led the team with 62 steals.

“I feel badly for Danny. He was
one of the hardest workers I have ever
coached,” WHS coach Daryl Palmieri
said. Mitchell will hopefully be run-
ning again in the late spring or sum-
mer to prepare for his senior season.

LEGION UPDATE
In 1956, Post 3 sponsored a Westfield

entry in the Union County American
Legion League for the first time. Joe
Freeman, Mount Howarth, Red
MacCloskey and Martin Burke formed
a super solid coaching quartet.

Although that first team finished 4-
7-1, it did include a future big leaguer
in Jeff Torborg, although most of the
catching duties that summer were
handled by Bill Clarke.

Freeman was assisted by Al Moeller
the next year and the team won its first
UC title. In fact, over the next 15 years
won nine UC titles and three times
finished runnerup in the New Jersey
State Tournament – 1964, 1966, 1970.
Those teams were coached by Moeller
and, at different times, Freeman, Les
Myers, Norm Koury and, starting in
1970, Dick Hartnett.

At the same time, Robert Turner’s
semipro Westfield Merchants of the
Union County and Plainfield Twilight
leagues made Westfield one of the state’s
top baseball towns in the 1960s.

With Union County Tournament
titles by WHS in 1963, 1966 and
1968, you could make a strong case
for Westfield as the county’s baseball
capital during the ’60s.

Sadly, this summer Post 3 joined the
Merchants in the “where have they
gone?” category. For the first time in
57 years, there was no organized base-
ball for high school players or recent
graduates. The proliferation of travel
teams and their “elite” showcase tour-
naments – with the potential for col-
lege scouts and possible college schol-

arship money (with potential and pos-
sible being the key words there) – have
stuck a fork in another part of
Westfield’s sports history.

ICELAND UPDATE
Chris Jacob (’74) and Paul

Harbaugh (’80) completed the 155-
mile RacingthePlanet: Iceland, a 155-
mile walking journey around Iceland
on Aug. 10. And the Paul Jackson
Fund, for whom they dedicated their
amazing journey, is already $12,400
richer from contributions. Jacob and
Harbaugh are hoping that, before all
is said and done, their trip will have
brought $15,000 to the cause. You
can still help out by going to
pauljacksonfund.org, click on the pic-
ture of Harbaugh (without the
Norseman headgear) and make a con-
tribution.

About their epic trip, Harbaugh
noted that “we made our mark on
Iceland, which is a lot bigger than it
looks on a globe.” He then added “we
come from the land of ice and snow,
with the midnight sun and the hot
springs blow.”

Then he got serious about the over-
all trip.

“This started out as a way to chal-
lenge ourselves, see the country and
create some cash and awareness for the
Paul Jackson Fund,” Harbaugh said.
“Our goal was to raise $100 a mile
($15,500) and currently we’re at about
$12,500 . . . a good day’s work, no
doubt, but short. And if short was good
enough, we’d both be sitting on a chunk
of lava somewhere outside Reykjavik.
So if people forgot to go on the website
to drop a couple of coins in the bucket,
or if they thought maybe we were just
kidding and really went to Vegas, they
still can make a donation.

“The PJF has done great things and
with your help will continue to do so.
The last kilometer in Iceland was
great, but the $15,500 finish line is
what counts.”

IN PASSING
Ray Gilday and Art Tyler, two of

my favorite all-time parents, passed
away a week apart in June. Ray was
the dad of Dan Gilday (’84), the high
school’s first lacrosse all-American.
Art was the father of Jim Tyler (’79),
an outstanding end/safety on the ’78
football team.

Jane Harvey passed away in Au-
gust at the age of 95. She was the
mom of four outstanding Blue Devils
– Pete (’67), Dave (’70), Bob (’71)
and Chris (’77).

BOOK REVIEW
“Covered Wooden Grandstands”

has gone to a second printing, having
sold out its original 500 copies. The
book takes a look at semipro/ama-
teur/town baseball in New Jersey,
from the 1880s through 2011. While
concentrating on the local teams and
players, there are stories about Babe
Ruth, Ty Cobb, Christy Mathewson
and Negro League teams barnstorm-
ing through N.J. And there are also
stories from six other states.

Among the outstanding writers in-
volved are WHS graduates Joe
Sullivan (’70), Steve Merrill (’71),
Bruce Moran (’76) and Bruce Johnson
(’63), plus familiar names like Paul
Franklin, Lowell Snare, Bob
Klapisch, John Harper, Bob Decker,
Phil Anastasia and others.

The book is available at the Town
Book Store on East Broad Street, or
by contacting me at bj1019@aol.com.
Cost is $25 per book; $30 if you need
it shipped.

Next up is a history of WHS sports,
from 1897-2014, which hopefully will
be ready for the holiday season of 2014.
Check your scrapbooks and photo al-
bums for stuff that can be used!

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday during the school year.
Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

SR. OBLACHINSKI ASSUMES QUARTERBACK POSITION

Cougar Gridders Hustling
To Be Ready on ‘First Snap’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces will be looking to fill
some big shoes, but this year’s
Cranford High School football team
has a number of returning veterans,
especially in the defensive second-
ary, and a promising group of sopho-
mores, who have the ability to add
depth and make a strong contribu-
tion.

Two years ago, the Cougars won
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title and last year, with quarterback
Reggie Green, who was recruited by
the University of Pittsburgh, the team
won its first playoff game before ex-
periencing a setback at the hands of
Palisades Park in the semifinals to
finish with a 7-3 record. Additionally,
the Cougars must replace a very com-
petent group of linebackers and line-
men.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces. What
they lacked in experience, they made
up in effort and a lot of hard work in
the off-season. They expect to win

like we have been able to do the last
few years. We do have to get them in
the fire and ready to perform as soon
as possible. We have a lot of guys who
can play football. They just need to
do it at a varsity level,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The young Cougars got their first
test at the varsity level in a scrimmage
game with Wayne Valley on August
27.

“We had our first scrimmage against
a good Wayne Valley team. At the
beginning, we weren’t very good.
But what I was proudest of was they
knew they weren’t very good and
they fixed it during the scrimmage.
That shows some maturity. It shows
some toughness. We have to under-
stand that in a game situation, we
have to be ready from the first snap
and we have to play until the last
one,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Senior John Oblachinski, who was
Green’s primary target last year with
25 receptions for 235 yards and also
ran the ball for a touchdown and a

two-point conversion, has shifted to
quarterback. He will man the
cornerback position on defense. Last
year he led the team with six intercep-
tions.

“We expect big things from him.
We think he’s one of the best athletes
in the county. He can do a lot of things
for us at the quarterback position
both running and throwing that’s go-
ing to put pressure on the defense.
This is his first year starting as a
varsity quarterback. We have to un-
derstand that that is where he is at this
point. The sky is the limit for what
he’s going to be able to do,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Jack Schetelich has
shown promise as the backup quar-
terback, and Oblichinski will be work-
ing with some experienced running
backs in senior Joe DaSilva and jun-
iors Donavin Walker, Luke Christiano
and Kevin Trotter. Sophomores Sean
Leonard and Ahmad Davis will also
add some depth.

Prudential Real Estate received the highest numerical score among full service real estate firms for first-time and 
repeat home buyers and first-time home sellers in the proprietary J.D. Power 2013 Home Buyer/Seller Study.SM

Study based on 4,371 total evaluations measuring 5 firms and measures opinions of individuals who bought and 
sold a home in the past 12 months. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of
consumers surveyed April-June 2013. Your experiences may varyYY . Visit jdpower.com
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET TO THE OUTSIDE...Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, tries to escape the grasp of a Wayne
Valley defenseman in the scrimmage game at Memorial Field last week. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Each office independently owned and operated

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-8502

www.westfieldkw.com

Douglas L. Wyckoff
Sales Associate

(908) 400-2596 cell

Marjorie T. Brown
Sales Associate

(201) 889-1734 cell

PROVEN APPROACHES PLUS 
HARD WORK EQUAL RESULTS

give us a call today
…there is a difference


