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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE SUMMER...Summer comes to a close as carnival rides and the ferris wheel light the sky at the annual St.
Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival held Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

Christie Storms for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAKE BOSS...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and celebrity baker, Buddy
Valastro, from the popular reality television show “Cake Boss” gather with Mr.
Valastro’s family and curious on-lookers at the grand opening of Carlo’s Bakery
on East Broad Street. See story page 18 and www.goleader.com/photos.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTHY EATING...Shoppers choose mixed squash and vegetables from
Jersey Fresh at the Scotch Plains Farmers' Market held Saturdays through
October at the municipal building parking lot.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I HAVE A DREAM…Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Pastor Wendell Lancaster of St.
Luke’s AME Church and members of the Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) event
committee gather at the “I Have a Dream” speech event at the Martin Luther
King Memorial in Westfield on August 28. See www.goleader.com/photos.

Parents Object to SP-F BOE’s
Cutting of School Bus Routes

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For two hours
members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education heard com-
plaints at last Thursday night’s board
meeting from many parents on cut bus
routes within the district.

According to Business Administra-
tor Deborah Saridaki, there have been
many residents who been receiving bus
services for their children who do not
meet the state requirement of living
more than two miles for a grammar or
middle school or living over 2.5 miles
for a high school.

Late last spring it was announced at
a board meeting that the bussing of
students who did not meet the state

requirement, used by most of the 21
Union County municipalities, would
not continue within the 2013-2014
school year. Parents also were notified
by letter at this time. Mrs. Saridaki had
stated in late spring and also on Thurs-
day evening that she did not know how
the bus routes came to be for students
not meeting the district requirements,
but in fairness to all within the district,
those bus routes would have to stop and
those receiving bussing who do not
meet the requirements would now not
receive such services.

Residents spoke out against taking
bussing away, noting many safety con-
cerns for their children.

Resident Tom Donatelli spoke out
saying that there were no sidewalks on

many portions of streets near Jerusa-
lem Road, making it dangerous for
children to walk to school.

Resident John Lama of Rolling
Knolls Way stated that he had started a
petition against the new bus cutting and
that it currently contained 110 signa-
tures. He also asked why now, all of a
sudden, so many routes were cut.

Mrs. Saridaki said in the beginning
of last year she received many phone
calls from parents asking why they did
not receive bussing when their neigh-
bors did. She stated that when looking
into these requests it was found that
there were many residents receiving
bussing who simply “did not qualify.”

She also stated that, “to be fair to
everyone across the board, all those
who did not qualify for the bussing
were not scheduled for a bus route for
the next school year.” She noted that the
district let the bus routes continue for
last year as to not disrupt people during
the school year. Ms. Saridaki noted that
letters were sent out in late spring to
parents notifying them of the bus cuts
so that they would have all summer to
find alternative plans.

Many parents asked if board of edu-
cation members or those working in
the administration office had thought
to then add crossing guards to many
“troubled areas” within the district.
Parents noted that there were concerns
over heavy traffic areas and areas that
cars travel at much higher speeds.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes addressed parents’ concerns by
noting that the district no longer em-
ployed crossing guards, but that they
would address the parents’ concerns
with the local police departments. She
also re-stated that the cut bus routes
were done to “keep equity” among all
residents within the district.

Some parents said they were right on
the border of meeting the requirements.
Ms. Hayes then stated to those parents
that they should call her office as soon
as possible to discuss the specifics of
each case. She also stated that in the
district’s research of people receiving
bussing, there were “many residents
that had been receiving bussing that did
not make the requirements or were
even close to the requirements.”

The superintendent stated who she
had no idea why there had been so
many residents receiving bussing that
did not qualify, but that it was the
district’s responsibility to follow the
bussing mandate.

Many parents wondered about low-
ering the mile stipulation, to which Ms.
Hayes noted, “We thought of that, but

SPMC to Buy Holiday
Decorations, Trash Cans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eight
months into the year — during
which it spent a mere $48 to rent a
post office box — the Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC) last
week agreed to spend several thou-
sand dollars for new holiday deco-
rations and new trash cans and also
discussed the idea of having all
property owners, businesses and
residents contribute, via a property
tax levy, to revitalizing the business
district.

At its meeting on August 28, the
SPMC board of directors agreed to
purchase 12 new trash cans to be
placed in the downtown area; the
township government will fund the
purchase with $11,500 in Clean Com-
munities grant money received from
the state. And — with board Chair-
man Dominick Verdic warning that
“time is running out for ordering new

holiday decorations for the down-
town” — the board agreed to pur-
chase several dozen large decora-
tions that will be affixed to utility
poles for the November-December
holiday season as well as banners to
be hung across Park Avenue and East
Second Street welcoming holiday
visitors to Scotch Plains.

“We need to get the downtown
looking sharper this year,” Mr. Verdic
said, in order to entice more shoppers
into the commercial district.

The board approved spending
$20,000 for the holiday decorations,
with a significant portion of the money
coming from the funds it had set
aside to buy trash cans, the purchase
of which is now being funded by the
municipal government.

Mr. Verdic expressed frustration
that, with August drawing to a close,
the SPMC had “done nothing for
eight months” except approve a $48
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Assisted Living Proposed for
Half of Parker Gardens

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS
 After hearing an informal presen-

tation back in May from a develop-
ment company seeking to build an
assisted living facility on a portion of
the Parker Gardens property, the
Scotch Plains Township Council will
discuss the next steps during its up-
coming meeting.

According to David Holland of the
Shelter Group, the development com-
pany currently is under contract with
Parker Gardens, which operates a
garden center and greenhouse facil-
ity on the Terrill Road property, to
purchase half of the 14-acre property
with the intention to build approxi-
mately 170 apartments for a pro-
posed senior living community.

The facility would include assisted
living and congregate care. The con-
tract is contingent on the Shelter
Group being awarded a use variance
by the Township of Scotch Plains,
allowing the proposed community.

The property, which currently is
owned and operated by Parker Gar-
dens, is primarily zoned for single-
family residential use. Representa-
tives from the establishment did not

respond to requests by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times for comment.

Mr. Holland told The Times that he
made the preliminary presentation to
the council to gauge members’ re-
ceptivity to the zone change.

“We have been in talks with Parkers
for a few years (about) how we can be
complementary to their continued use
of a portion of the property,” Mr.
Holland said.

The Shelter Group identifies po-
tential new development sites by look-
ing in communities where the com-
pany sees a demand for its services.

“We determined (the) need in Scotch
Plains and the surrounding communi-
ties ... and Parker’s property is one of
the larger tracts of land in the area that

Township to Hold 9/11
Memorial Service

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will be holding
a memorial service on Wednesday,
September 11, at 7 p.m. at the Alan
M. Augustine Village Green, Park
Avenue, at the Scotch Plains 9/11
Memorial Monument. All are wel-
come to attend.
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Consultant Tells SP Council Sewer
Utility Should Remain Separate

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A consultant
told the township council this week
that the local sewer utility should re-
main a separate entity rather than rein-
corporating its costs into the general
municipal budget.

David Kaplan, a certified public ac-
countant who specializes in audits of
government entities including sewer
utilities, told the council at its confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday that putting
the utility back into the municipal bud-
get would resurrect the problem with
exceeding the expenditure cap and lead
to an increase in municipal property
taxes or cuts in expenditures elsewhere
in the budget.

The sewer utility was created in 2009
as a way for the township to avoid
exceeding the state-mandated expen-
diture cap, and bills residents and com-
mercial businesses for their water us-
age using a two-tier system based on
gallons consumed.

Mayor Kevin Glover, during the
mayoral campaign last year and since
taking office, has promised to look into
putting all or part of the utility back into
the general budget so that residents do
not have a separate sewer bill to pay
each year. He cited “equity and fair-

ness” at the meeting, noting that there
are cases where a family of two pays
the same rate as a family of five. The
separate sewer bill also has meant that
those fees are not tax-deductible as
they had been when part of the overall
township budget, which is financed by
property taxes.

After Mr. Kaplan’s presentation of
his recommendations on Tuesday, the
mayor asked if it was possible that the
residential portion of the utility could
be put back into the budget. Mr. Kaplan
said he had looked at the option of a
“piecemeal approach,” but recom-
mended that if the utility were to be

reabsorbed into the budget it be “all or
none.” He also told Councilman Louis
Beckerman — who said that “most
people are not happy” about the sepa-
rate sewer fees — that the utility itself
appeared to be operating efficiently
and that a significant change could
place a strain on the municipal govern-
ment staff. “If it’s not broke, don’t fix
it,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
was critical of the breadth of the report,
saying she had expected Mr. Kaplan to
present the council with a variety of
options regarding the utility. “I ex-
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Fanwood Council Talks
Roads, Dispatch, Parking
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Coun-
cil discussed several public works ini-
tiatives at its agenda meeting Tuesday
night. The council also resolved to
extend Fanwood’s agreement with
Union County to outsource its police
dispatching, and discussed changes to
rates for permitted municipal parking
at the train station.

Council members passed a resolu-
tion to award a contract for the second
phase of roadwork on Hunter Avenue.
Roadwork on Farley Avenue began on

Tuesday and is slated for completion in
November.

Parents and teachers at nearby School
One and Scotch Plains Academy have
been notified of the roadwork. Bor-
ough Engineer Dominic Carrino said
that clear signage will be in place to
help direct parents and busses during
school pickup and drop-off hours. He
indicated that police officers will be
stationed on patrol between Hunter
and Farley to enhance student safety
while the roadwork takes place.

Mr. Carrino then reported on the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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