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Westfield Tax Office
Open on November 1
The office of the Westfield tax col-

lector will be open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Friday, November 1,
2013. The last date to pay without a
penalty is Tuesday, November 12,
2013.

To look up the amounts due and to
pay your property taxes or sewer fee
online, please use the municipality’s
website, which is
www.westfieldnj.gov.

In using this website, please note
that using a credit/debit card you will
be charged 2.95 percent of the tax
amount. Using a VISA debit card you
will be charged a flat $3.95 and using
an e-check the charge is $1.05.

Taxes are due February 1, May 1,
August 1 and November 1. The 2013
sewer fee was due April 1, 2013.

The 2013 tax sale has been sched-
uled for December 6, 2013 for any
unpaid 2012 tax or 2012 sewer as
required by statute.

Daniel Gilman for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING BACK…At the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield, docents in period clothing prepare a meal of popped corn,
cornbread and meat over an open fire in the “Frazee”  house as part of the “Four Centuries in a Weekend” event held October
19 and 20. Historic sites in Union County, including museums, a railroad station, a graveyard and more, were open to the public.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PUSS IN BOOTS…Children check out a life-like entry in the annual downtown
Cranford Halloween Scarecrow competition.
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RVSA to End Year With
Surplus, Hike Budget In 2014

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — During last week’s
meeting of the board of commission-
ers of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), members heard
that the authority expects to end the
year in the black and will likely need
to increase next year’s operating bud-
get. RVSA additionally is consider-
ing a solar installation and has re-
ceived a Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) grant for
hazard mitigation. RVSA also has
decided not to move forward with a
public-private partnership to operate
the co-generation facility.

A discussion of the probable out-
come of this year’s budget results
was held. The board heard from
RVSA’s secretary–treasurer that it was
likely that the authority would end
the year with a surplus of $150,000 to
$200,000 on items in the budget.
This amount would be supplemented
by about $400,000 to $450,000
earned from treating material from
the Monmouth County landfill. This
additional revenue is the result of
RVSA being one of the few sewerage

facilities with excess capacity to have
survived Superstorm Sandy well.

Because of some maintenance is-
sues, Executive Director James
Meehan expects the authority to re-
quire a slight operating budget in-
crease in 2014. He indicated the hope
that the authority will continue to
treat the leachate from the Monmouth
County landfill. This represents about
20 tank trucks daily of water which
has percolated through the landfill
and needs to be treated before being
returned to the environment.

RVSA is considering a program to
have solar panels installed on the
roof of its sand filtration facility. One
of the points discussed was the risk
posed in case of a fire. It was pointed
out that the roof is not on a building,
but rather is a shed-type roof, so
through-the-roof access should never
be necessary. The project, which is to
be funded by an outside company,
will produce 300 to 350 kilowatts of
power on the roughly one-acre roof,
and is expected to generate energy
cost savings of $600,000 to $700,000
over a 15-year period. Within the

PD Merger Idea Raises Concerns
Among Residents, Councilmen

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
and some elected officials raised con-
cerns and expressed skepticism about
a proposal unveiled Monday evening
to merge the Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood police departments.

The two towns have been discuss-
ing such a move for the past few years
as part of a joint effort to save money
and control local property taxes while
improving the efficiency of their po-
lice departments. The governing
councils from both towns, joined by
administrative and legal personnel,
met jointly at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School on Monday, with about
125 residents in attendance.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
called the proposal — which was

detailed in an hour-long slide presen-
tation — “a realistic plan” to com-
bine the two police departments while
“improving public safety” and “put-
ting more boots on the ground” in
both communities. While Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover empha-
sized that no plan has been finalized,
he said the impetus behind the merger
effort was “taxes, taxes, taxes.”

The proposed structure of a new
police department would call for the
creation of a “Joint Meeting,” a state-
sanctioned entity whose function
would be to operate the joint depart-
ment. The Joint Meeting would be
governed by a management commit-
tee made up of three members: one
appointed by each governing body
with the third appointed by the two
appointees. All three would serve one-
year terms and either be reappointed
or replaced annually.

An executive director would over-
see the day-to-day operations of the
department, which would eventually
have 56 total officers vs. the current
combined 61. Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo said the reductions in
force would be achieved via attrition.

The primary police headquarters
would remain in Scotch Plains with
the Fanwood station serving as a sat-
ellite office and home to either the
detective or traffic bureaus. Dispatch-
ing would be from Scotch Plains.
Both Chief Trigo and his Scotch
Plains counterpart, Brian Mahoney,

said a combined department would
result in an increased police presence
in both towns, with more bicycle
patrols and more patrol officers walk-
ing around neighborhoods and in the
downtown areas. Mr. Mahoney added
that improved scheduling abilities
would cut down on overtime costs.

Michael Hanley, a consultant with
NW Financial who analyzed the fi-
nancial benefits of a police merger,
said that about $870,000 would be
saved —$650,000 for Scotch Plains
and $220,000 for Fanwood — in the
first year of a merged department.
Most of that — about $745,000 —
would come from salaries and health
benefits. Mr. Hanley estimated that
over five years, the two towns would
save $4.54 million.

Alan Roth, Fanwood’s labor coun-
sel, said a new contract would need to
be negotiated for the police officers
in a combined department, and noted
that the existing contracts for both
departments expire at the end of 2014.
He said that, optimally and if various
benchmarks such as the passage of
ordinances to form the Joint Meeting
are met, the joint police force could
be operational a year from now.

After the hour-long presentation,
members of the two towns’ govern-
ing bodies spoke and made clear that
there is not yet unanimity about the
merger proposal. Scotch Plains Coun-
cilman William Vastine expressed his

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
JOINING FORCES…Scotch Plains Police Chief  Brian Mahoney, left, listens as
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo addresses the crowd at a meeting on
Monday to discuss the merger of the towns’ police departments.
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Westfield Named ‘Great Place’;
Candidate Debate Set for Tonight

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the Westfield
Town Council meeting on Tuesday
night, the American Planning As-
sociation named Westfield as one
of five towns in the state which are
a “Great Place in New Jersey.” Jes-
sica Giorgianni of the organization’s
New Jersey chapter presented the
award to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
at the meeting, stating that
“Westfield’s downtown is highly
worthy” of such a title.

This was the last council meeting
prior to the Tuesday, November 5,
General Election, where the may-
oral and four council seats are up
for election.

Mayor Skibitsky is seeking re-

election and is challenged by Coun-
cilman Dave Haas. The candidates
will debate tonight, Thursday, Oc-
tober 24, in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building Council Chambers at
7:30 p.m. The public is encouraged
to attend.

Residents who frequently attend
council meetings to speak against
the controversial pedestrian light at
Clover Street and Central Avenue,
Maria Carluccio, Adina Enculescu,
Greg Kasko, Tony DelDuca and
Karen Egert, discussed the light and
crosswalk, claiming 17 accidents
have taken place since its place-
ment three years ago.

Ms. Egert said she contacted
Union County Engineer Tom Mineo
for a reevaluation of the intersec-

tion. She hopes to have the traffic
reports within two weeks and will
return with any further informa-
tion.

“There will always be accidents
there,” Mayor Skibitsky said. “The
thousands of families that use the
light and crosswalk appreciate [the
safety].”

Councilman Haas said he has sta-
tistical evidence proving the in-
crease in accidents in that specific
area. “Statistics say there has been
a jump in the number of accidents
since the light was put in,” he said.

Councilman James Foerst re-
minded all residents to confirm the
location of their polling places, as
they may have changed. For infor-
mation on polling locations, visit
westfieldnj.gov and ucnj.com.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan an-
nounced that Westfield will install
25 new parking pay stations, mod-
eled after those in Millburn. Park-
ing Director Scott Mersereau and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea ac-
companied Ms. Neylan to
Millburn’s downtown area to see
the advanced pay stations the town
had just installed. Residents will be
able to pay as they do now, but
debit, credit and phone app options
will be more readily available.

“It has been 10 years since we
have had new pay stations put in,”
Ms. Neylan said. The new pay sta-
tions are accounted for in the capi-
tal budget.

Lot 4, located behind Baron’s
Drug Store, is set to be completed
by this weekend, weather permit-
ting. The construction, along with
the milling, repaving and striping
of the lot, will be completed during
the night. The lot has been open to
the public during its renovation.
Once finished, Lot 4 will have four
additional parking spaces.

The town council inserted a spe-
cial item into the municipal budget
Tuesday night. In relation to the
Comcast Renewed Franchise Agree-
ment, $25,000 will go toward the
TV36 Enhancement Program. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS BOE Welcomes New
Staff, Reviews Referendum

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
monthly meeting Tuesday evening,
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) officially welcomed new
teachers hired by the district for the
2013-2014 school year. Many of
the new hires were present to meet
with the board.

“I want to welcome all of our new
teachers here,” Chief School Ad-
ministrator Nancy Lubarsky said.
“I wanted the board to meet you
because I know I’m patting the ad-
ministrative team on the back when
I say that we have picked such an
amazing group of teachers this year.
We are so impressed with the way
you have acclimated to the district
and given your all to the students
and each other.”

The new hires include: Kathleen
Canavino, kindergarten; Meghan
Crilly, third grade; Chris Eckert,
kindergarten to second grade -
physical education; Kelly
Herscheit, first grade; Lois Kraus,
eighth grade - science; Caitlin
Murphy second grade; Jared
Rosenblum, fifth to eighth grade –
chorus; Doreen Solter, learning dis-
abilities teacher consultant; Kristin
Trentham, first grade, and Tom
Wise, kindergarten to eighth grade
– band.

“We’re very, very excited to have
you here. We only see more great
things coming down the road,” Ms.
Lubarsky stated. Board President
James Ruban also welcomed the
new teachers to the district.

Ms. Lubarsky next presented a

slide show regarding the proposed
bond referendum on the major reno-
vation project to improve both the
Deerfield and Beechwood Schools.

The presentation detailed the ex-
tensive work and costs necessary to
keep the two schools functioning
with pictures employed to exhibit
the deficiencies in the buildings and
a commentary by Wayne Devico,
supervisor of maintenance and cus-
todial services for the district.

“Mr. Devico went through both
buildings and I asked him to take us

TOUCHDOWN...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and members of the town
council enjoy Monday Night Football with New York Giants Super Bowl
champions Bart Oates and Stephen Baker, “The Touchdown Maker,” at the
James Ward Mansion on October 21.
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WF Zoning Bd. OKs Requests;
RWM Moved to Nov. 13

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Zoning
Board of Adjustment met last Wednesday
evening and was able to approve the re-
quests of all of the applicants appearing
before it.

Anthony and Stephanie LaPorta, 409
North Chestnut Street, sought approval to
construct a front and wraparound porch
contrary to code. Mr. Laporta told the board
that the existing front porch is in need of
repair. The board agreed that the new porch
would be a good addition and make the
home more attractive.

Adam and Natalie Levy, 952 Wyandotte
Trail, sought to use an existing six-foot,
non-solid fence as a pool enclosure con-
trary to code. The town ordinance requires
a solid fence. Since the pool cannot be seen
from the street, and the fence meets safety
standards, the board approved the request.

Alyson and David Germond, 247 Sinclair
Place, sought to construct first- and second-
floor additions contrary to code. Mr.
Germond told the board that they would
like to have a mud room at the driveway
side door. “Now, we walk right into the
house with nowhere to put anything,” he
said. He also said they would like to have
their bedroom on the same floor as the
children (second floor) and to add a bath-
room. The request was approved.

Matthew and Rhonda DelForte, 897
Village Green, came before the board seek-
ing to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to code. Mr. DelForte said part of the
house had been used as office space. “We
want to make it functional,” he said. The
plan was approved.

Molly and Jim McCue, 7 Breeze Knoll
Drive, sought to construct first- and sec-
ond-story additions and add a front portico
to their home contrary to code. The plan
was approved.

J. Thomas and Sue Butera, 516 Prospect
Street, were approved to construct a sec-
ond-story addition contrary to code. Mr.
Butera said they need to add another bath-
room off the sunroom, and to put a bath-
room and extend a bedroom on the second
floor.

On another application, Westfield Plan-
ner William Drew told the board he is
waiting for information from the Union
County Planning Board on the traffic sta-
tistics on Springfield Avenue (a county
road) regarding the application of RWM
Family, LLC, 562 Springfield Avenue,
trading as The Westfield Veterinary Group.
Mr. Drew said those statistics will have to
be considered by the Westfield traffic
engineer before making a recommenda-
tion to the board. The applicant’s case was
carried over to the Wednesday, November
13 board meeting.

discussion it was mentioned that in
no case did the board want to have
any liability if energy prices drop.

RVSA has received a grant of about
$177,000 from FEMA for hazard
mitigation. This grant was applied
for by Anthony Gencarelli, the
authority’s manager of regulatory
compliance, and RVSA was infor-
mally notified on October 8.

The prospect of a public-private
partnership to operate the co-gen fa-
cility has disappeared; the authority
has decided that the potential ben-
efits from such a program at this time
do not balance well with the costs.
The authority sent a letter to Synagro,
the one bidder on the program, on
October 1 informing the latter of the
decision.

RVSA’s litigation did not advance
much in the past month. The next
mediation in the co-gen case is sched-
uled for Monday, December 23, and
discovery related to the case has been
delayed until March. RVSA contin-
ues to search for a third arbitrator,
and hopes to find one who is a former
judge. If it does not select one, the
AAA (American Arbitration Asso-
ciation) will make the selection.
Progress on the Passaic River litiga-
tion is awaiting a decision of whether
the New Jersey Supreme Court will
hear the Third Party Public Entity
Group’s appeal for their dismissal
from the case.

The meeting also was attended by
two visitors, identified by Mountain-
side Commissioner Rene Dierkes as
Deanna Andre, a Mountainside coun-
cilwoman, and Mike Labisi, a Moun-
tainside resident. They had toured
the facility prior to the meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA

discomfort with the Joint Meeting
method of achieving a merger, not-
ing that no other towns in New Jersey
with combined police departments
have done it this way. Mr. Vastine
preferred a simple merger or provid-
ing police services via a shared ser-
vices agreement, saying a Joint Meet-
ing would mean a “new layer of gov-
ernment” that, if it proved to be un-
workable, could result in “both towns
being stuck in a situation they cannot
get out of.”

Besides what he said were unan-
swered questions about actual sav-
ings and how the new department
would be managed, Mr. Vastine said
he was “not comfortable” with hav-
ing Scotch Plains fund 75 percent of
the cost of the merged department
while having only a 33 percent voice
— i.e., the sole Scotch Plains repre-
sentative on the three-member man-
agement committee — in how the
department is operated.

His scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil colleague Michael Marcus ex-
pressed similar sentiments, saying
that a merger or a shared services
arrangement would be preferable to
the Joint Meeting alternative. He
said he did not like the concept of a
three-person commission, with po-
tentially politically-connected mem-
bers, overseeing the police depart-
ment. “Those decisions should be
left to the professionals,” Mr. Marcus
said.

Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, a former borough police
chief, described himself as “sitting
on the fence” about the proposal. “I
can go either way,” he said, adding
that he wanted to get input from
residents and the local police unions.
He added that during his election
campaign in 2010, no Fanwood resi-
dent had expressed to him any inter-
est in a police department merger.

Fanwood Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, a 15-year vet-
eran of the governing body, said she
had been a “long-time skeptic” of
merging departments, but said on
Monday that “we should at least
explore the idea.” Her biggest con-
cern, she said, has always been po-
lice response time and whether it
would be negatively affected by a
merger. Saying she trusted the judg-
ment of the two police chiefs, Mrs.
Mitchell said she was “90 percent
there” when it came to favoring a
merger.

Other members of both councils
expressed support for the merger
via the Joint Meeting route, point-
ing to the promised cost savings
and increased deployments.

Residents who spoke for nearly
two hours on Monday expressed
concerns about a variety of issues
including whether the cost savings
were substantial enough to warrant
a merger of departments. Fanwood
resident Jason Benedict — noting
that Mr. Hanley, the financial con-
sultant, had earlier said that the
average property tax saving for Fan-
wood residents would be about $85
per year and $80 for Scotch
Plainsers — calculated that to be-
ing less than two dollars per week.
He compared it to giving up “a cup
of coffee for giving up our police
department.” Amidst applause from
some in the audience, Mr. Benedict
said, “I know what I get in Fanwood
today. I don’t know what I’ll get
tomorrow.”

Edward Saridaki of Scotch Plains
worried that the Joint Meeting’s op-
erations will be politicized, espe-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Police Merger
cially if control of the two towns’
governing bodies were to switch each
year. Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella said the inten-
tion of the township council would
be to name Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis as its representative to the
three-member committee. But Coun-
cilman Marcus pointed out that, un-
der the Joint Meeting regulations,
governing bodies are required to ap-
prove police department budgets,
which he said puts power in the
hands of three individuals and
“weakens participation” by elected
officials in the way departments are
operated. Fanwood Councilman Dan
Levine said the two councils did
have the power to impose “budget
metrics” that the Joint Meeting would
have to conform with during its bud-
geting each year.

James Metz, an attorney repre-
senting both towns’ police unions,
expressed frustration that the bar-
gaining units were not asked to par-
ticipate more actively during the
months of discussions leading to
Monday’s presentation. He de-
scribed members as being “afraid”
of their positions being eliminated
as part of the merger.

Mayors Glover and Mahr both
vowed at the end of Monday’s four-
hour meeting that further public ses-
sions will be held and that subse-
quent meetings will provide more
details about how a merger would
work and how residents in both towns
would be affected.

“There is a lot of homework to be
done,” Fanwood resident Harry
McNally told the two governing bod-
ies.

council is receiving $2,977 from
the Division of Alcohol Beverage
Control (ABC) in connection with
the project “Cops in Shops,” which
hopes to reduce the number of un-
derage drinking instances between
Friday, November 15, and August
30, 2014.

The Town of Westfield will pay
$9,011 in overpaid taxes or sewer
fees for 2013 to five separate indi-
viduals. The council authorized the
tax collector to cancel $114 in sewer
fee balances for the year of 2012.

The council approved the demo-
lition of six single-family dwell-
ings and one detached garage. The
single-family dwellings that will
be demolished are located at 1608
Boulevard, 204 Sycamore Street,
825 Fairacres Avenue, 1060 Wyan-
dotte Trail, 1128 Prospect Street
and 611 Norwood Drive. The de-
tached garage is located at 632 Ar-
lington Avenue.

The Westfield Town Council will
hold its next meeting at the munici-
pal building on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 12, at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

to the next level of the specifics
about where the problems are in the
schools so people have a bird’s eye
view,” began Ms. Lubarsky. Ms.
Lubarsky also stated Mr. Devico
would be available to answers ques-
tions about these deficiencies at the
board’s next meeting.

Mr. Devico began his report about
the conditions at Beechwood School
by saying, “At the Beechwood
School, the majority of the roof is
20 years old. Due to the age, the
many (water) penetrations and the
foot traffic, over the years the insu-
lation has become compressed,
causing water to accumulate. Seams
and flashings are deteriorating caus-
ing many leaks throughout the en-
tire building. Over the past two
years, we’ve spent thousands of
dollars to try to stop the most seri-
ous of the leaks.”

Mr. Devico said the district spent
$16,000 this year to replace two of
the heat exchangers in the rooftop
HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning) units and that two

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
separate contractors have recom-
mended that the rest of the heat
exchangers be replaced as well.

Mr. Devico then explained simi-
lar conditions at Deerfield School.
“Half of the roof is 28 years old.
Seams and flashings have deterio-
rated beyond normal repairs. [The
other half] of the roof is over 20
years old. Flashings and seams have
deteriorated. Small holes are devel-
oping in the entire area requiring
patches. Trying to locate these leaks
takes a tremendous amount of our
time. Thousands of dollars and
countless hours have been used to
locate and repair these leaks. The
two steam boilers are now over 27
years old. Over the past three years,
we’ve had to re-gasket and replace
cracked sections costing over
$25,000.”

Mr. Devico said repairs to the
classroom heaters are completed
by using homemade parts as re-
placement parts are no longer avail-
able due to the age of the units.

This presentation, as well as all
previous presentations on the refer-
endum is available on the district’s
website, located at http://
www.mountainsideschools.org/.
Ms. Lubarsky and other board mem-
bers encouraged the public to view
these presentations.

Mr. Ruban said the district is wait-
ing for the approval for the Regular
Operating District (ROD) Grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Education which would cover 40
percent of the cost of the proposed
renovations.

Mr. Ruban informed the public
that if any individuals, parents or
organizations want more informa-
tion on the proposed referendum,
the financials or about the renova-
tions themselves, the board would
be willing to provide that informa-
tion.

The next BOE regular meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 19 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Beechwood School’s Susan
O. Collier Media Center.

Correction
A front-page story in the October

10 issue regarding coverage of the
Westfield Town Council meeting
should have stated that the council
approved paying the owners of 173
Elm Street a total of $23,034 as reim-
bursement for overpaid taxes from
2011, 2012 and 2013.

STRIKE...Third Ward candidate for Westfield Council David Oliveira garners
support at a recent family bowling night at Garwood Lanes. Pictured, left to right,
are:  Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Mr. Oliveira, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Councilman James Foerst.

GW Athletic Complex Won’t
Be Ready Until Late April

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Athletic Field Com-
plex will be ready for use the last week of
April, the borough council was told Tues-
day, nearly a year after it originally was
scheduled to be open.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison on the project, made the
announcement, saying he finally had been
presented with a calendar of stage comple-
tion dates by builder Flanagan’s Contract-
ing Group.

The revelation drew questions about
possible further delays from several coun-
cil members, who queried Mr. Petruzzelli
about how the council would be notified if
work did not meet the specified deadlines.

Mr. Petruzzelli informed the panel that
Borough Engineer Don Guarriellio was
on site virtually daily and regular meet-
ings would continue to review the work’s
progress.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
she also is in constant e-mail contact with
Flanagan, and Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
added that she frequently visits the site,
indicating any more delays would be made
apparent.

The schedule means that the Athletic
Field Complex will be unavailable for the
start of the Little League Baseball season,
which regularly begins in early April.

“I think we’re all frustrated as far as
knowing what’s going on, and I think the
frustration is felt by (the contractor),”
Mr. Petruzzelli said. He said as a member
of the Garwood baseball league, “This is
not a good date for us because we’re
going to have to have opening day at the
park, we won’t be able to use the field.
These are kids who want to play on their
ball field. That is expressed at about
every meeting. You got a lot of people
waiting for this.”

In other meeting news, Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud reiterated his reser-
vations about the plausibility of an ordi-
nance requiring homeowners to remove a
building’s foundation within a set time
period after the structure has been de-
clared uninhabitable and razed.

The issue stems from a proposal by
Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who two weeks
ago raised concerns about two properties
in the borough that had been destroyed by
fire within the past year, one on Center
Street and the other on Second Avenue.

“Before I would recommend imple-
menting such an ordinance, I would like to
see whether anywhere else has imple-
mented it, and how it has worked, and

what it has provided, whether they’ve had
lawsuits and so forth about it,” Mr. Renaud
said. “I know of no such ordinance.”

Mr. Nierstedt, who considers the issue
one of property value, pressed Mr. Renaud
on the matter, suggesting the matter may
fall under the New Jersey property main-
tenance code. He read portions of it aloud,
taking care to note that it addresses foun-
dations.

Mr. Renaud countered by proposing a
theoretical situation in which an individual
begins construction, lays a foundation,
but for any number of reasons halts the
project.

“Recessions happen, depressions, they
run out of money, a builder goes belly up,”
he said. “There’s a foundation there. Does
anybody like it? No. Is there something
you can do about it? I don’t know.”

He asked Mr. Nierstedt to locate a simi-
lar law so that he could review it for the
purpose of drafting an ordinance that met
the councilman’s concerns.

In light of the Nevada school shooting
earlier this week, Mr. Nierstedt said he
will ask the council to revisit the gun
control resolution that he introduced in
April. The resolution, put forth after the
shootings at a school in Newtown, Conn.,
would put the borough on the record as
supporting stricter state and federal regu-
lations of firearms, including the re-
imposition of “the federal ban of the sale
of military-style assault weapons,” “uni-
versal background checks,” and a “ban
of high-capacity bullet magazines/re-
duction to 10 rounds maximum.”

Unsure if he had enough support to
pass the measure, Mr. Nierstedt agreed
to table it. However, following reports
Monday that a seventh-grade student
shot and killed a teacher and wounded
two fellow students at a Nevada middle
school, Mr. Nierstedt feels the council
should reconsider his measure.

Mayor Quattrocchi said borough au-
thorities will look into lowering the speed
limit on North Avenue in light of two
pedestrians being struck by vehicles in the
previous week.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also announced that
representatives from the borough’s Office
of Emergency Management would be at
the next council meeting to answer ques-
tions about hurricane preparation. The
representatives were originally scheduled
to be there Tuesday.

Union County awarded Garwood a
$25,000 Kid’s Recreation Trust Fund
matching grant, which will be applied to
the Athletic Field Complex.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC SITE...Visitors make their way up the walkway at the Crane-Phillips
House in Cranford over the weekend during the “Four Centuries in a Weekend” tour.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRACKING TIME...Visitors look over artifacts at the Fanwood Museum,
located in the Fanwood Train Station, the oldest remaining railroad station in
Union County,  during the “Four Centuries in a Weekend” tour held last
Saturday and Sunday throughout Union County.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY RUN…Approximately 100 cross the starting line at the annual Fanwood 5K and Family Fun Run held October
20. The Fanwood Police Department and Rescue Squad were on hand to escort the runners through the course.

Fanwood Rec. Commission Proposes
New Skate Park at Forest Rd. Park

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Rec-
reation Department heard from sev-
eral impassioned residents who at-
tended a meeting held Thursday night
to discuss the possibility of building
a skateboard park in Forest Road
Park.

Bob Budiansky, director of Fan-
wood recreation, stated that the idea
for the skateboard park was born
from necessity, since the commis-
sion has been working towards re-
vamping the underutilized fenced-in
area at the back of the park. The area,
which previously was used as a roller
hockey rink in the mid-1990s, has
since fallen into disrepair.

“In 2011, the recreation commis-
sion made a five-year plan to make
improvements in the park,” Mr.
Budiansky said. “Last spring we
reached the next step, and the idea of
a skate park came up again, and the

commission voted unanimously to
go forward with applying for a grant
to build a skate park.”

Since then, Fanwood was awarded
a Union County Recreation Grant,
which would provide 50 percent of
the total funds required for the
$124,000 project, with the other
$62,000 coming from funds collected
by the recreation commission through

summer rentals, 5K runs, summer
camps and other activities.

Mr. Budiansky said the commis-
sion has spoken to people from nearby
towns, including Chatham and Clark,
that have recently added similar parks,
to get information, but that the com-
mission has not yet had any designs
created. Loose renderings presented

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

RVSA to End Year With
Surplus; Hike Budget In 2014

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — During last week’s
meeting of the board of commission-
ers of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), members heard
that the authority expects to end the
year in the black and will likely need
to increase next year’s operating bud-
get. RVSA additionally is consider-
ing a solar installation and has re-
ceived a Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) grant for
hazard mitigation. RVSA also has
decided not to move forward with a
public-private partnership to operate
the co-generation facility.

A discussion of the probable out-
come of this year’s budget results
was held. The board heard from
RVSA’s secretary–treasurer that it was
likely that the authority would end
the year with a surplus of $150,000 to
$200,000 on items in the budget.
This amount would be supplemented
by about $400,000 to $450,000
earned from treating material from
the Monmouth County landfill. This
additional revenue is the result of
RVSA being one of the few sewerage

facilities with excess capacity to have
survived Superstorm Sandy well.

Because of some maintenance is-
sues, Executive Director James
Meehan expects the authority to re-
quire a slight operating budget in-
crease in 2014. He indicated the hope
that the authority will continue to
treat the leachate from the Monmouth
County landfill. This represents about
20 tank trucks daily of water which
has percolated through the landfill
and needs to be treated before being
returned to the environment.

RVSA is considering a program to
have solar panels installed on the
roof of its sand filtration facility. One
of the points discussed was the risk
posed in case of a fire. It was pointed
out that the roof is not on a building,
but rather is a shed-type roof, so
through-the-roof access should never
be necessary. The project, which is to
be funded by an outside company,
will produce 300 to 350 kilowatts of
power on the roughly one-acre roof,
and is expected to generate energy
cost savings of $600,000 to $700,000
over a 15-year period. Within the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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PD Merger Idea Raises Concerns
Among Residents, Councilmen

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
and some elected officials raised con-
cerns and expressed skepticism about
a proposal unveiled Monday evening
to merge the Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood police departments.

The two towns have been discuss-
ing such a move for the past few years
as part of a joint effort to save money
and control local property taxes while
improving the efficiency of their po-
lice departments. The governing
councils from both towns, joined by
administrative and legal personnel,
met jointly at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School on Monday, with about
125 residents in attendance.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr

called the proposal — which was
detailed in an hour-long slide presen-
tation — “a realistic plan” to com-
bine the two police departments while
“improving public safety” and “put-
ting more boots on the ground” in
both communities. While Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover empha-
sized that no plan has been finalized,
he said the impetus behind the merger
effort was “taxes, taxes, taxes.”

The proposed structure of a new
police department would call for the
creation of a “Joint Meeting,” a state-
sanctioned entity whose function
would be to operate the joint depart-
ment. The Joint Meeting would be
governed by a management commit-
tee made up of three members: one
appointed by each governing body

with the third appointed by the two
appointees. All three would serve one-
year terms and either be reappointed
or replaced annually.

An executive director would over-
see the day-to-day operations of the
department, which would eventually
have 56 total officers versus the cur-
rent combined 61. Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo said the reduc-
tions in force would be achieved via
attrition.

The primary police headquarters
would remain in Scotch Plains with
the Fanwood station serving as a sat-
ellite office and home to either the
detective or traffic bureaus. Dispatch-
ing would be from Scotch Plains.
Both Chief Trigo and his Scotch
Plains counterpart, Brian Mahoney,
said a combined department would
result in an increased police presence
in both towns, with more bicycle
patrols and more patrol officers walk-
ing around neighborhoods and in the
downtown areas. Mr. Mahoney added
that improved scheduling abilities
would cut down on overtime costs.

Michael Hanley, a consultant with
NW Financial who analyzed the fi-
nancial benefits of a police merger,
said that about $870,000 would be
saved —$650,000 for Scotch Plains
and $220,000 for Fanwood — in the
first year of a merged department.
Most of that — about $745,000 —
would come from salaries and health
benefits. Mr. Hanley estimated that
over five years, the two towns would
save $4.54 million.

Alan Roth, Fanwood’s labor coun-
sel, said a new contract would need to
be negotiated for the police officers
in a combined department, and noted
that the existing contracts for both
departments expire at the end of 2014.
He said that, optimally and if various
benchmarks such as the passage of
ordinances to form the Joint Meeting
are met, the joint police force could
be operational a year from now.

After the hour-long presentation,
members of the two towns’ govern-
ing bodies spoke and made clear that
there is not yet unanimity about the
merger proposal. Scotch Plains Coun-
cilman William Vastine expressed his
discomfort with the Joint Meeting

Mayor Says No Changes to
SP Sewer Utility Planned

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Kevin Glover admitted last week that
the issue of moving the sewer utility
back into the municipal budget is, for
now, not a top priority. Last month,
consultant David Kaplan told the
council that the local sewer utility
should remain a separate entity rather
than reincorporating its costs into the
general municipal budget.

The sewer utility was created in
2009 as a way for the township to
avoid exceeding the state-mandated
expenditure cap, and bills residents
and commercial businesses for their
water usage, using a two-tier system
based on gallons consumed. Mr.
Kaplan said in early September that
putting the utility back into the mu-
nicipal budget would resurrect the
problem with exceeding the expen-
diture cap and lead to an increase in
municipal property taxes or cuts in
expenditures elsewhere in the bud-
get.

At the township council’s meeting
last week, the mayor told a resident
who questioned him on the issue that
while the utility, by his estimate, has
cost $400,000 in lost revenues, the
township “might be between a brick
and a hard place” when it comes to
folding the utility back into the gen-
eral budget. While saying that “I never
say never,” the mayor said that, for
now, the council was “not actively
pursuing” the issue.

In other business at last week’s

township council meeting, after re-
ceiving complaints from residents
about noise and music lasting late
into the night, township officials said
they will look into whether any local
regulations were violated by the
Darby Road restaurant during its
Oktoberfest celebration on the week-
end of October 4, 5, and 6. At last
week’s meeting, two Senger Place
residents complained of loud music
coming from a large tent set up in the
Darby Road parking lot for the week-
end festivities.

The residents, whose home faces
the Darby Road lot — which is nor-
mally used for parking by residents
of the apartments above the restau-
rant —questioned why live music
was allowed to be played until 2 a.m.,
whether the restaurant was properly
allowed to serve alcohol in the tent
until 2 a.m. and why several of its
dumpsters were placed on township
property.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
said the permits allowing the serving
of alcoholic beverages had been prop-
erly secured through the state Divi-
sion of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
which had granted Darby Road a
special permit for “extension of pre-
mises,” namely, the large tent behind
its building. Police Chief Brian
Mahoney said that township ordi-
nances allow establishments to serve
alcohol until 2 a.m. But he did note
that the police department had re-
ceived a number of complaints, in-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPMC Will Be Out Of
Funds On January 1

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC), the overseer of downtown
business development, will be out of
money come January 1 and, as a result,
will be unable to operate in 2014.

SPMC Board Chairman Dominick
Verdic told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times this week that it will be up
to the township council to decide about
funding the organization next year.

The annual $400 assessment paid by
all commercial property owners was
suspended earlier this year while the
governing body reviewed the SPMC’s
effectiveness. Mr. Verdic did not com-
ment on the possibility of reinstating

the fee or about whether the SPMC
itself will survive beyond this year.

“If you have a zero budget,” he said,
“the township council has the right to
shut the door” on operations. The coun-
cil, he noted, would have to approve a
reinstatement of the assessment. “We’ll
see what happens,” Mr. Verdic said.

At its meeting on October 16, the
SPMC board of directors approved
spending $33,050 to purchase new
holiday decorations to be installed on
utility poles in the downtown business
district. The lighted snowflake-shaped
decorations — 20 38-inch ones and
83 48-inch ones — will be installed
around Thanksgiving on poles on Park
Avenue, East Second Street and at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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JOINING FORCES…Scotch Plains Chief of Police Brian Mahoney, left, listens
as Fanwood Chief of Police Richard Trigo addresses the crowd at a meeting on
Monday to discuss the merger of the towns’ police departments.



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, October 24, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Paid for by Oliveira for Council, Jennifer Czarnecki, Treasurer, 503 Boulevard, Westfield, NJ 07090

����������	
���	���

��
�	

�������	�������	�
�

at the meeting were provided by
development companies based on
the dimensions of the space and the
proposed budget.

After opening the meeting up for
questions and comments, the com-
mission heard from several con-
cerned residents, as well as a few
area youngsters and their parents
who were supporting the
commission’s efforts to build the
park.

When questioned by one resident
whose home backs to the park, re-
garding what would prevent the new
skate park from falling into disre-
pair, Mr. Budiansky responded by
saying the park would be con-
structed of durable concrete and
therefore built to last. He added
that the Department of Public Works
would be responsible for cleaning
it up if debris from surrounding
trees became an issue.

Several residents brought up the
issue of the dilapidated tennis courts
at Forest Road Park, questioning
why the money proposed for the
skate park could not be used to fix
the existing courts instead.

“We don’t have the money to do
everything we would like to do,”
Recreation Commissioner Joe
Valente said. “It would take
$165,000 to repair the courts prop-
erly.”

North Avenue resident Jason
Benedict’s suggestion that locating
the skate park in LaGrande Park
might be better since it is a more
central location and could draw
more people to the downtown area
was met with applause.

“The skate park is not the an-
swer,” Michael Lewis of Beech Av-
enue said. “You are not going to get
skateboarders off the streets by put-
ting this here – all you are going to
do is to give them another venue to
skate (in). Why are we spending
$62,000 to do this when we could
spend it here maintaining our own
facilities?”

Other residents expressed con-
cerns about safety due to increases
in traffic at the secluded park, as
well as teenagers from outside
towns coming via the train to uti-
lize the new facility.

Fanwood Councilman Kevin
Boris addressed additional concerns
from residents regarding potential
liability issues if the borough were
to be sued over an injury in the new
skate park, stating that the
municipality’s existing insurance
policy covers such incidents.

“The goal is to provide a service
to a segment of the population in
town that doesn’t have any option
otherwise,” Mr. Boris said. “There
are a lot of kids in town that skate-
board. We have jungle gyms for

little kids, we have soccer fields for
kids that play soccer, but (there is
nothing) for kids that skateboard.”

“I have a BMXer at home and all
his skateboarding friends are there.
They are good kids and I want a
safe place for them to be able to
go,” stated a Montrose Avenue resi-
dent.

In response to another parent who
expressed disappointment over the
lack of representation of other skat-
ers and their parents, Mr. Budiansky
pointed out that he only sent letters
announcing the meeting to 55 to 66
residents who live within 200 feet
of the park, not to the whole bor-
ough.

The commission plans to discuss
the possibility of erecting the skate
park further during its next regular
meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Skate Park

discussion it was mentioned that in
no case did the board want to have
any liability if energy prices drop.

RVSA has received a grant of about
$177,000 from FEMA for hazard
mitigation. This grant was applied
for by Anthony Gencarelli, the
authority’s manager of regulatory
compliance, and RVSA was infor-
mally notified on October 8.

The prospect of a public-private
partnership to operate the co-gen fa-
cility has disappeared; the authority
has decided that the potential ben-
efits from such a program at this time
do not balance well with the costs.
The authority sent a letter to
Synagro, the one bidder on the pro-
gram, on October 1 informing the
latter of the decision.

RVSA’s litigation did not advance
much in the past month. The next
mediation in the co-gen case is
scheduled for Monday, December
23, and discovery related to the
case has been delayed until March.
RVSA continues to search for a
third arbitrator, and hopes to find
one who is a former judge. If it does
not select one, the AAA (American
Arbitration Association) will make
the selection. Progress on the
Passaic River litigation is awaiting
a decision of whether the New Jer-
sey Supreme Court will hear the
Third Party Public Entity Group’s
appeal for their dismissal from the
case.

The meeting also was attended
by two visitors, identified by Moun-
tainside Commissioner Rene
Dierkes as Deanna Andre, a Moun-
tainside councilwoman, and Mike
Labisi, a Mountainside resident. They
had toured the facility prior to the
meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA

cluding telephone calls that weekend
from the Senger Place residents about
the noise.

In other business, Mr. Giaimis said
he and others were reviewing bids
and proposals from historical preser-
vation consultants seeking to evalu-
ate the condition of the Scotch Hills
Country Club clubhouse. He said the
council will discuss it at their confer-
ence meeting next month. The town-
ship manager also broached — albeit
cautiously — the possibility of paid
parking in the downtown business
district as a way to address the prob-
lem of commuters illegally parking
their vehicles there during the day.
“That’s a decision for you — for you
— to make,” Mr. Giaimis said cheer-
fully yet pointedly as he gestured at
the five council members.

The council also approved a
$103,500 contract for Reliable Wood
Products LLC to load and transport
leaves during this year’s leaf pick-up
program. Councilman William
Vastine complained about the amount
being spent, saying that “surely there
is a less expensive way” to collect
and dispose of leaves, which Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella called “the
most expensive leaves in the world.”

Also at last week’s meeting, the
council unanimously reappointed
Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina for
another three years. Mayor Glover
called her “the consummate profes-
sional,” while Councilman Vastine
said that council members “trust
Bonnie without reservation.” Deputy
Mayor Gialanella told Ms. Lacina
she was “very appreciative of what
you do for us” while Councilman
Louis Beckerman described her as
“the best.” Councilman Michael
Marcus called the resolution reap-
pointing Ms. Lacina, who was named
clerk in 2010, “probably the most
pleasant act” in his three years on the
council.

The council will hold its confer-
ence and regular business meetings
next month on Tuesday, November
12.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

method of achieving a merger, noting
that no other towns in New Jersey with
combined police departments have
done it this way. Mr. Vastine preferred
a simple merger or providing police
services via a shared-services agree-
ment, saying a Joint Meeting would
mean a “new layer of government”
that, if it proved to be unworkable,
could result in “both towns being stuck
in a situation they cannot get out of.”

Besides what he said were unan-
swered questions about actual savings
and how the new department would be
managed, Mr. Vastine said he was “not
comfortable” with having Scotch Plains
fund 75 percent of the cost of the
merged department while having only
a 33-percent voice — i.e., the sole
Scotch Plains representative on the
three-member management commit-
tee — in how the department is oper-
ated.

His Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil colleague, Michael Marcus, ex-
pressed similar sentiments, saying that
a merger or a shared-services arrange-
ment would be preferable to the Joint
Meeting alternative. He said he did not
like the concept of a three-person com-
mission, with potentially politically-
connected members, overseeing the
police department. “Those decisions
should be left to the professionals,” Mr.
Marcus said.

Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, a former borough police chief,
described himself as “sitting on the
fence” about the proposal. “I can go
either way,” he said, adding that he
wanted to get input from residents and
the local police unions. He added that
during his election campaign in 2010,
no Fanwood resident had expressed to
him any interest in a police department
merger.

Fanwood Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, a 15-year veteran of the gov-
erning body, said she had been a “long-
time skeptic” of merging departments,
but said on Monday that “we should at
least explore the idea.” Her biggest
concern, she said, has always been
police response time and whether it
would be negatively affected by a
merger. Saying she trusted the judg-
ment of the two police chiefs, Ms.
Mitchell said she was “90 percent there”

when it came to favoring a merger.
Other members of both councils ex-

pressed support for the merger via the
Joint Meeting route, pointing to the
promised cost savings and increased
deployments.

Residents who spoke for nearly two
hours on Monday expressed concerns
about a variety of issues, including
whether the cost savings were substan-
tial enough to warrant a merger of
departments. Fanwood resident Jason
Benedict — noting that Mr. Hanley, the
financial consultant, had earlier said
that the average property-tax saving
for Fanwood residents would be about
$85 per year and $80 for Scotch Plains
residents — calculated that to being
less than two dollars per week. He
compared it to giving up “a cup of
coffee for giving up our police depart-
ment.” Amidst applause from some in
the audience, Mr. Benedict said, “I
know what I get in Fanwood today. I
don’t know what I’ll get tomorrow.”

Edward Saridaki of Scotch Plains
worried that the Joint Meeting’s op-
erations will be politicized, espe-
cially if control of the two towns’
governing bodies were to switch each
year. Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella said the inten-
tion of the township council would
be to name Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis as its representative to the
three-member committee. But Coun-
cilman Marcus pointed out that, under
the Joint Meeting regulations, gov-
erning bodies are required to approve
police department budgets, which he
said puts power in the hands of three
individuals and “weakens participa-
tion” by elected officials in the way
departments are operated. Fanwood
Councilman Dan Levine said the two
councils did have the power to impose
“budget metrics” that the Joint Meet-
ing would have to conform with dur-
ing its budgeting each year.

James Metz, an attorney represent-
ing both towns’ police unions, ex-
pressed frustration that the bargain-
ing units were not asked to partici-
pate more actively during the months
of discussions leading to Monday’s
presentation. He described members
as being “afraid” of their positions
being eliminated as part of the
merger.

Mayors Glover and Mahr both
vowed at the end of Monday’s four-
hour meeting that further public ses-
sions will be held and that subsequent
meetings will provide more details
about how a merger would work and
how residents in both towns would be
affected.

“There is a lot of homework to be
done,” Fanwood resident Harry
McNally told the two governing bod-
ies.
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Police MergerScotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Assessment Report

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the start
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education meeting held last
Thursday, a presentation regarding
the district’s state assessments was
given and it was announced that on
Monday, October 28, a special Can-
didates’ Night for board of educa-
tion candidates will be held at the
Administration Building at 7:30 p.m.

Assistant Superintendent for Cur-
riculum, Instruction and Technol-
ogy Joan Mast addressed the audi-
ence, noting that the results of the
district’s testing were compared to
surrounding towns within the same
socio-economic status (SES), which
include Westfield, Berkeley Heights,
Summit, Cranford, New Providence
and Mountainside. This group of
towns is referred to in the report as
the DFG1 (District Factor Group 1).

According to the report, the Lan-
guage Arts Literacy (LAL) for the
third grade is at 81.7 percent for the
district, 82.8 percent for the DFG1
and 66.1 percent for the state.

In fourth grade, the LAL scores
are slightly lower at 77.8 percent for
the district, 78.6 percent for the
DFG1 and 59.4 percent for the state.

Fifth-grade LAL scores were noted
by Dr. Mast as something teachers are
questioning as to what interventions
are needed with a district score of 72.1
percent proficient. This, she
reported,was as opposed to 79.6 per-
cent for the DFG1 and 63.1 percent
for the state. For the sixth grade, LAL
scores are as follows: 86.7 percent for
the district, 84 percent for the DFG1
and 66 percent for the state.

In eleventh grade, the district
scored a 96.1 percent for LAL scores,
a 97.5 percent for the DFG1 and a
96.1 percent for the state. According to
the report, teachers and administrators
are assessing both positive and nega-
tive score shifts for all the grades in the
LAL over the last six years and noting
changes in curriculum for each year.

In math, the third grade scored at
90.6 percent proficiency for the dis-
trict, 90.7 percent for the DFG1 and
77.7 percent for the state.

The fourth grade scored 94.5 per-
cent for the district, 91 percent for
the DFG1 and 78.3 percent for the
state. The fifth-grade students rated
92.2 percent for the district, while
the DFG1 rated 91.7 percent and the
state ranked at 79.9 percent.

Seventh graders in the district reached
a total of 88.1 percent proficiency, while
the DFG1 reached a total of 88.2 per-
cent and the state came in at 63.5 per-
cent.

Finally, eleventh graders in the dis-
trict scored 88.3 percent proficiency in
math, while students within the DFG1
averaged 91.4 percent and the state
came in at 79.7 percent.

In conclusion, Dr. Mast noted, “Our
math program continues to produce
strong results, exceeding the DFG in
many areas. We need to continue to
engage all teachers, supervisors and
principals to review the data to support
the students in a thoughtful way.”

In other news, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes reported on
district goals for the 2013-2014 year. In
her report, it was noted that technology
goals have been met with the imple-
mentation of the PowerSchool student
management system in addition to the
new benchmarks added to assess
middle- and high-school students’ tech-
nology skills. This, she added, included
competencies in Microsoft Office.

For the service learning goal, Super-
intendent Hayes noted that the shore
relief effort from the high school, en-
titled “Stuff the Bus,” will be reported
on soon by students from the Student
Leadership Conference (SLC). This
project involved students in grades 9
to 12 “stuffing” donated contents onto
a bus and delivering these items to help
Hurricane Sandy victims.

The superintendent concluded her
goal report by adding that a frame-
work has been structured to “create
a plan to establish a science partner-
ship with a school in another coun-
try for implementation during the
2014-2015 school year.”

The next board of education meeting
will be held on Thursday, November
14, at 7:30 p.m. in the Administration
Building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

Alan Augustine Park, with some also
placed on Front Street as long as
electrical power is available. The
choice of lights — snowflakes ver-
sus decorations with a more reli-
gious overtone — was made with
the thought that they could remain
on the poles throughout the winter
rather than having to be taken down
after the December holidays.

The SPMC has contracted with
Suplee Clooney, the Westfield audit-
ing firm, to perform its 2012 audit,
which must be completed by mid-
November. Finding an auditing firm
had proved to be troublesome after the
firm that performed the previous au-
dit, at a cost of $2,200,wanted to charge
$5,000 for the 2012 audit. Suplee
Clooney’s fee will be about $3,700.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPMC

FW Rec. Panel Forwards
Skate Park Plans to Council

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Fanwood recreation commission
members reviewed the recent public
meeting about a potential skateboard
park and determined to forward the
issue to Fanwood’s borough council.
The commissioners also decided to
hold off on plans to resurface
LaGrande Park’s ice skating rink.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky listed concerns residents
raised at last Thursday’s public meet-
ing on the skateboard park. Some
residents felt other projects, such as
repair of the Forest Road Park tennis
courts, should take precedence over
construction of a new skateboard
park. Others worried about mainte-
nance, safety, liability and the park’s
potential to attract skateboarders
from outside the community.

Commissioner Anthony Carter re-
ported that roughly 47 people at-
tended the skateboard park public
meeting. Ten spoke in favor of the
skate park, 11 spoke against it, and
three made neutral comments. He
also noted that of the attendees who
objected, six were opposed only to
the proposed location.

Mr. Budiansky said the meeting
attracted a disproportionate number
of residents whose homes would bor-
der the proposed park, since they
received mailed invitations. “The
people who would benefit most from
the skateboard park did not show up
in great numbers, and that was unfor-
tunate,” he said.

Skateboarder Garrett Boozer and
his father, Greg, who did attend the
public meeting, also were present at
the recreation commission meeting.
They brought along information
about the benefits of skating in parks.
Phyllis Mahoney of Pleasant Avenue
also attended both meetings. She
brought documents illustrating the

many times she has witnessed viola-
tions of the rules at Forest Road Park
and expressed doubt that rules at the
skateboard park would be adequately
enforced. “I see a lot from my win-
dow,” she said, “and that’s why I have
concerns.”

The commissioners unanimously
voted to forward the skate park plans
to Fanwood’s council for further con-
sideration. They then discussed
whether or not to resurface the ice
skating rink with a resilient white
coating, also used on airport runways
and crosswalks.

The rink has been popular but too
warm to use often, and commission-
ers hope a white coating would pro-
mote faster freezing. Fanwood has a
grant from Union County to apply
the coating, but would need to match
the funds. The commissioners de-
cided not to go forward with the
application before researching alter-
native solutions.
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Skibitsky Comments on
Issues In Bid for Third Term

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky discussed a wide range of is-
sues, spanning fire department staffing
and the new mobile command center to
recreational facility improvements, dur-
ing an interview on Friday with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

When asked why he was seeking a
third four-year term, the mayor said he
“thoroughly enjoyed” his first two terms,
calling them “very productive terms.”

“We accomplished a lot. It was prob-
ably one of the most difficult economic
times since the Great Depression. And I
think with my leadership we faired well
through those tough economic times
where we had to make difficult budget
decisions,” he said, noting that as a result
of those decisions the downtown is “thriv-
ing” and property values “are soaring.”

He said one of his strengths is “recruit-
ing talented people” to serve on council
and municipal committees and boards. “I
think it is important to find those type of
dedicated people who work in a non-
partisan fashion to do the work of the
town,” the mayor said.

Looking at his and the council’s ac-
complishments, he pointed to traffic safety
improvements including numerous school
zones, the addition of more than 100
parking spots in the downtown, a free 15-
minute button on on-street meters in the
downtown and a 10-miunute grace pe-
riod at downtown pay stations.

“So we are making downtown very
friendly,” he said.

Commenting on the town council com-
mittee process as brought up by his oppo-
nent, Third Ward Councilman David
Haas, Mayor Skibitsky said he could
“not imagine a more transparent admin-
istration.” He said he was the first mayor
to give a PowerPoint municipal budget
presentation and to put the presentation
on-line along with the full budget and his
budget comments.

“And so this issue that they (budget
meetings) are not transparent is sort of
silly,” he said. He said when any of the
committees want to run an issue through
the full council, they do. “So they (com-
mittees) report out of committee to an
entire council...And it is completely trans-
parent.” He said he believes residents see
that the governing body “does a very
thorough job” on the budget and “have a
lot of confidence in what we had done.”

The mayor said the council has less
overall meeting dates but more public
meetings. Mr. Skibitsky noted that the
mayor and council are volunteer posi-
tions with no benefits, “and we have busy
schedules.” With that in mind, in 2012
the council meetings were changed to
every other week with the conference
sessions held prior to the regular meet-
ings. “And so far it has worked very
well,” he said. “And it gives time for our
committees to meet more regularly and
work on other town needs.”

He pointed to his relationships with
county, state and federal officials which,
he said, helped with approval of the Quiet
Zone along Rahway Avenue to lessen
late-night freight train whistles and with
stopping construction of a 150-foot-high
cell tower at the National Guard Armory
on Rahway Avenue in a residential area.

The mayor said traffic safety contin-
ues to be a priority. He pointed to
Westfield High School, where traffic
congestion was reduced in surrounding
neighborhoods by increasing parking at

the high school, the Armory and across
from Kehler Stadium and by creating a
separate area for school buses at the high
school.

He said the council’s public safety,
transportation and parking committee
works with the police and fire depart-
ments to identify other areas that should
be looked at. “It’s an ongoing process.
You are never done,” he said.

On the budget, the mayor said based
on the state 2-percent cap, every depart-
ment lost some employees. “But I don’t
believe services suffered at all,” he said.

Discussing fire department staffing, he
said Westfield has 30 paid firefighters and
12 volunteers. He said only 25 percent of
towns in New Jersey have paid departments.

“We did right size the department,
though. It was very top heavy. We had
nine lieutenants and two deputy chiefs
and now we are down to four lieutenants
and one deputy chief....It was the prudent
thing to do,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

“We meet with the police and the fire
chiefs and they wouldn’t put their fami-
lies at risk with the suggestion that we are
undermanned in the fire department,” he
said, responding to comments by his op-
ponent. He said with fire houses on the
north and south sides of town, Westfield
is “well protected.”

On mutual aid, the mayor said
Westfield provides mutual aid two times
more than it receives it.

Concerning the police department, he
said the department is very active, point-
ing out the department was noted for its
high rate of driving under the influence
arrests in 2012.

He said Westfield received $88,000
from the Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund Grant, which he said will be
used towards the cost of resurfacing
Houlihan and Sid Fay Fields near Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church. He said
most of the cost will be covered by grant
money and user fees.

The Westfield Memorial Pool was re-
surfaced “and is probably one of the best in
the state,” he said, noting the pool is “fully
self-funded” through membership fees.

To enhance communications, the mayor
said the town website has been improved
and is “much more user friendly” where
residents can pay bills. Residents also can
follow Westfield on Twitter, which be-
came important during Hurricane Sandy
when the town lost power.

Commenting on the purchase of the
mobile command center, the mayor said the
town’s 9-1-1 center receives on average
40,000 calls a year. He reasoned that if the
35-year-old generator the town was using
failed, “we’d have no way to communicate
with our residents when they’re calling for
an ambulance, or fire and police.”

“It was very clear to me that, as mayor
of the town, I couldn’t put the residents in
the position at some point where they
couldn’t get through to our fire, police
and rescue squad. And so I think it was a
very wise investment and I am happy and
I rest much easier knowing that we have
that backup facility,” he said.

Commenting on the one-seat ride for
Raritan Valley Line users, he and
Westfield’s state representatives met with
top NJ Transit officials, where they got a
commitment for “shoulder peak” one-
seat rides starting next spring. The dual-
locomotives will be added just before
and after peak-hour trains. “So it’s a
major first step,” the mayor said.

He said the next step is to get rush-hour
one-seat trains followed by having all
trains as one-seat rides to New York.
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Freeholder Dems Discuss
Runnells, County Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Democratic candidates
for Union County Freeholder, Linda
Carter, Bette Jane Kowalski and Sergio
Granados, spoke on issues ranging from
the future of Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal to the possible merging of the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA) and
Union County Improvement Authority
(UCIA), as well as the county budget,
during an interview last Friday with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

On Runnells, Ms. Carter said, “Our
hope is really that we can do everything
we can to keep the facility in the
county...[and] making sure that we can
get it to 100-percent capacity.”

She said the county also would con-
tinue to work with state lawmakers to
increase Medicaid reimbursements for
Runnells while additionally looking for
efficiencies at the facility. The county
has conducted marketing studies “to make
sure our beds are utilized at 100-percent
capacity,” Ms. Carter said.

“When you look at Runnells Hospital,
we have to make sure that we can stop
that huge gap [in revenue] that we’ve had
over the last several years. We can’t do it
by ourselves,” she said.

Ms. Kowalski said the Christie Ad-
ministration in Trenton has made the
decision “that they are not going to sup-
port county hospitals and nursing homes.”
She said per-bed reimbursements from
the state for Medicaid have dropped from
$250 to $220 per bed at Runnells.

“And the state owes us $6 million and
Middlesex County also owes us money,”
Ms. Kowalski said.

“Our hope is that we don’t have to go to
that extreme” by selling Runnells, Ms.
Kowalski said. “We want to keep it run-
ning as a heath care facility for our seniors
and disabled people here in Union County.”

Union County has put out a request for
proposals for companies looking to lease
all or a portion of the facility as well as to
purchase Runnells.

“Does that mean that we are automati-
cally going to sell it? Absolutely not.
That is not on the table at this point. What
is on the table is looking at all the options
and trying to figure out what is best for
the county,” Ms. Carter said.

Mr. Granados said the county and its
directors “are trying to make sure it is run
as efficiently as possible.” Ms. Carter
noted that the county has privatized a
number of Runnells’ operations includ-
ing laundry and nutritional services.

In terms of the possible merger of the
UCIA and the UCUA, the candidates
were asked what the salary for former
freeholder Dan Sullivan, the executive
director of the UCUA and interim direc-
tor of the UCIA, would be. Freeholder
Kowalski said, “We have nothing to do

with setting Dan Sullivan’s salary as it is an
autonomous agency.” The authorities cur-
rently are in a shared-services agreement.

“We are looking to see if whether or not
it makes since that we actually merge the
two (authorities) and that may be some-
thing that we do in the future,” Ms. Carter
said. “We can get some efficiencies (by
merging authorities),” by eliminating du-
plicate positions in both authorities. The
utilities authority and its board would be
eliminated in a merger, she said.

Discussing the county budget and
taxes, Ms. Carter said the county has
been examining the budget on a 12-month
basis and looking for efficiencies “to
stabilize the taxes” without “compromis-
ing” services.

“That’s really a big issue because we
have cuts coming down from the
state...Our challenge is to continue to
maintain services, to maintain the quality
of life that people expect here in Union
County...And costs are not going down.
Whenever we have to look at the budget
we don’t like to raise taxes but are we
going to throw 100,000 seniors on Meals
on Wheels out the window or the
Paratransit rides?” Ms. Kowalski said.
“We cut back where we can.”

Ms. Carter said the county ratable base
has declined 3.8 percent to $65.9 billion
while tax appeals are up 65 percent over the
past two years. She said the county has been
implementing cost containment measures
at the county jail, a $50-million operation,
and is looking at efficiencies at Runnells
and at the Watchung Stables to cut costs.

Mr. Granados said New Jersey needs
statewide tax reform. “I think it’s a state
problem, a state issue,” he said. “It’s not just
the county who raises taxes. It’s everyone
who is raising taxes because of the state.”

When asked about their position on
merging the county police and sheriff’s
department, Ms. Kowalski said the county
police patrol county parks but also have
other functions such as Hazmat, Home-
land Security and other public safety
operations while the sheriff’s department
performs Union County Courthouse se-
curity and transporting prisoners.

“They do perform different functions.
I don’t think we could rule it out that they
might be merged at some time in the
future,” Ms. Kowalski said.

Mr. Granados noted the county efforts
in shared services such as in 9-1-1 emer-
gency dispatching and emergency medi-
cal services. Ms. Kowalski said the county
loans public works equipment to towns.

The new Galloping Hill Golf Course
banquet facility has been “received well”
by the public, according to Ms. Carter,
with revenues ahead of projections and
bookings for events into next year.

“It contributes to the economic health
of the county,” Ms. Kowalski added. Mr.
Granados said the restaurant is always
crowded, especially at lunch time.

Raritan Valley Coalition
Gets One-Seat Ride Update

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — How nice would it be
for Raritan Valley commuters to have a
“one seat” ride into New York City?
There would be no more inconveniently
getting off the train and connecting to
another train. The Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition (RVRC) met Monday morning
to discuss updates on the grass-root effort
of the “One Seat Ride Campaign” at the
Westfield Municipal Building.

“The one-seat ride is so vital for the
economic development of the county,
real estate values and local businesses,”
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski said.

The towns that encompass the Raritan
Valley train line start in Hunterdon
County with Annandale, moving along
to Somerset in Middlesex County and
passing through Westfield, Fanwood,
Cranford and finally into Manhattan.
There are 12 trustees that advocate and
monitor the campaign; three from each
county.

“We make up 10 percent of the rider-
ship on the train line,” said RVRC Chair-
man Peter Palmer, who also serves as
director of the Somerset County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

The one-seat ride would provide
Raritan Valley Line commuters with di-
rect commute into Manhattan during peak
hours of 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. without trans-
ferring in Newark, thus saving time. There
are two other time slots such as off-peak
weekdays and weekends.

“I grew up in Cranford; I know the
importance of setting up a business down-
town and having economic growth around
the train lines like a transit village,”
Westfield Councilman and mayoral con-
tender Dave Haas said.

In spring 2014, NJ Transit (NJT) will
have a pilot one-seat ride during “off-peak
hours” on the Raritan Valley Line, accord-
ing to Nancy Snyder, NJT spokesperson.

“Over the years, we’ve seen many
potential customers move to areas such
as Maplewood and Summit because of
the direct commute into Manhattan. With
a direct line into New York City, home
values increased in value. Towns are
developing more along the train lines to
attract buyers to the suburbs for great
schools and accessibility into the city,”
said Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Prominent
Properties Sotheby’s International realty
broker associate.

Currently, there is a capacity of 23 time
slots used during peak hours for morning
commutes to ride into New York City.

“This is a crusade, not a single battle.
We can’t expect to show up and have
everything done in one meeting,” Mr.
Palmer said.

Back in October 2010, Governor Chris
Christie cancelled the Access to Region’s
Core (ARC), a commuter rail project that
would have increased riding capacity
between Secaucus and Manhattan. Gov.
Christie said that he could not put that
financial burden on New Jersey resi-
dents; the project spent $600 million be-
fore it was finally scraped.

However, diesel trains are not al-
lowed in the tunnels, according to Ken
Weeden, Coalition staff person and
Somerset County planner. The new
locomotive, manufactured by Cana-
dian-based Bombardier Locomotive,
has dual-mode of diesel and electric.
NJT bought 26 in 2008 to replace the
currently used diesel locomotives and
another 11 this past April to replace
locomotives damaged during
Superstorm Sandy.

“NJT is continuing to study the logis-
tics of the one-seat and its challenges
with lack of rail during peak hours,” Mr.
Snyder said.

The next Raritan Valley Coalition
meeting is Monday, December 16, in
Somerville.
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GOING DOOR-To-DOOR...Scotch Plains Republican Township Council candidate
Llewellyn Jones campaigns door-to-door at the home of the Martin family in Scotch
Plains. Mr. Jones discussed priorities that are important to families, like funding for
the library so that it can remain open seven days a week during the school year.
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Union County Freeholder Candidates Discuss Issues
At League of Women Voters-Sponsored Forum

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The League of Women
Voters (LWV) of New Jersey sponsored
a candidates’ night forum last Tuesday
for six candidates running for three seats
on the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Five of the six candidates
participated; Ira J. Geiger of Union Town-
ship was not present.

The hour-long debate was moderated
by Michelle Bobrow of the South Orange
and Maplewood LWV. Questions were
asked by Mike Deak of The Courier News
and Richard Khavkine of The Star-Led-
ger. Candidates were allotted two-minute
opening and closing statements and one-
minute answers with 30-second rebuttals.

Participating were Democratic incum-
bents Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
Sergio Granadas of Elizabeth and Linda
Carter of Plainfield and Republican chal-
lengers Marc A. Krauss of Springfield
and P. Mark Martini of Westfield.

The first hot topic was further discus-
sion of Berkeley Heights’ secession ef-
fort from Union County. In the history of
New Jersey, no municipality has ever
succeeded. On Berkeley Heights
Township’s website, Mayor Joe Bruno
said according to his “Union County Se-
cession” letter that Berkeley Heights feels
that it is not being represented at the
county level. Mayor Bruno said that, “In
2013, Berkeley Heights paid $15,598,269
to Union County, an increase of 7.55
percent or $200 per each household, com-
pared to the average household of $95.”
A move to Morris County would save
township taxpayers $7 million per year,
or $1,347 per household, according to
the website. Berkeley Heights succes-
sion would need two-thirds vote from the
state Assembly and Senate and the
Governor’s signature.

Freeholder Kowalski said, “Berkeley
Heights seceeding isn’t going to hap-

pen.” Freeholder Granadas added, “It
would increase taxes across the board if
Berkeley Heights left Union County.”

“Berkeley Heights pays taxes, but has
no representation. Two (county) parks
don’t drive the town,” Mr. Krauss said.

“Berkeley Heights is not being repre-
sented,” Mr. Martini added.

Runnells Specialized Hospital is an-
other thorn in the side of Berkeley Heights
Township’s taxpayers. Runnells is oper-
ating at a deficit of $22 million as re-
ported in 2012. The free-standing build-
ing is located on 45 acres. It ihouses a
300-bed, long-term care unit and a 44-
bed adult inpatient psychiatric care unit,
according to a 171-page report from the
Union County Improvement Authority.

In the county’s request for proposals,
it lists three options for the hospital, such
as owning and operating, leasing and
managing some or all of the functions
performed at Runnells and purchasing
the hospital building and grounds out-
right and leasing them back to the county.
The bids will be opened on Tuesday,
December 10, according to county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

Privatization has already occurred in
the past at Runnells, according to Mr.
D’Elia. “Runnells’ dietary services,
housekeeping and laundry have been
privatized and saved $2 million for tax-
payers,” Mr. D’Elia said.

Mr. Khavkine described Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital as a “political football.”
The 100-year-old facility is operating at
a loss and “increasing the county’s an-
nual shortfall,” according to the 2013
UCIA report.

Mr. Krauss said, “Ironically, back in
2010, Freeholder Kowalski referred to
Runnells as self-sustaining.”

Mr. Martini added, “We, Republicans,
are compassionate, too, about finding a
solution. Why did Runnells lose $100
million (over the last five years)? It’s just

another perfect example that Union
County Freeholders need another voice.
We are losing too much money.”

Freeholder Carter, the current free-
holder board chairwoman, described
Runnells as “a gem to many in Union
County.” Ms. Carter said, “You must
look at all your options with the changes
in Medicaid and Medicare (reimburse-
ments) and work with our Legislatures.”

“The economic atmosphere is improv-
ing,” Freeholder Kowalski said.

With difficult economic times still lin-
gering, according to Mr. Deak, “Where
can you cut costs at the county?”

“We are currently looking at the jail.
We have made progress with lowering
the jail population and expenses cut back
and negotiating with unions at the jail,”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

Freeholder Carter said, “Hard deci-
sions the last couple of years from the
jail, (Watchung) Stables, Runnells and
the Employee Opt Out Insurance saved
us money.”

The Employee Opt Out Insurance is a
county program that pays employees
$5,000 if they “opt out” of the county
insurance program. However, employees
must show that they have alternative cov-
erage elsewhere. “We have over 300 em-
ployees on the opt out insurance program
and it has saved $4.7 million. The $5,000
is not a lump sum of money; it is over a 26-
pay period at $126 per check,” said Mathew
DiRado, director of administrative ser-
vices, told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

From the opposing Republicans, Mr.
Martini said, “We have budget issues
such as ‘opt out insurance’ for alternative
insurance. It costs $1.7 million to payout
for those who ‘opt out.’ Get rid of it.”

Mr. Khavkine asked the candidates
about duplication of services and redun-
dancy in Union County and how to “merge
services” to save tax dollars.

“Merging services is what we need and
feasibility studies. I think if county gov-
ernment ran like a business everything
will fall into place,” Mr. Martini said.

“Waste in government [is created] by not
using shared services,” Mr. Krauss added.

“We have valuable services such as
Hazmat, Emergency Medical Services
with 176 miles of road and we don’t drive
county cars. We are looking to cut costs.”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

Mr. Martini quipped, “Not one person
said, ‘new blood,’” while Mr. Krauss fired
back, “No specifics on where to cut.”

Freeholder Kowalski said, “We work
as a team during budget times.”

In closing statements, Mr. Krauss said,
“my goal is bipartisanship at the county.
The bottom line is we have had 16 years
of one party.... even if you elect us, we
will look to agree, disagree, and be your
voice to the public. I want someone to
keep an eye on them (Democrats) for a
better Union County.”

“Since 1997, 16 years of one party.
The reality is it’s time for new blood and
time to take it to the next level,” Mr.
Martini said.

Mr. Granadas, who replaced veteran
Dan Sullivan on the board a few weeks
ago, and Ms. Carter said there is a clear
difference between the Democratic and
Republican candidates. Mr. Granadas said
Democrats have focused on helping the
youth and seniors.

“We have the One Stop in Elizabeth and
two fine schools such as Union County
College and Union County Vo Tech. We
debate issues and our core belief is helping
all voices,” Freeholder Carter said.

“We are in rough times with real estate
values still struggling and recognize that
we continue to provide good schools,”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

The Democratic freeholders have held
a 9-0 majority. The General Election is
Tuesday, November 5.

GOP Freeholder Candidates
Say One-Party Rule Must End

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — With less than two
weeks away from Election Day, the “new
blood” which consists of the Republican
team of Marc A. Krauss of Springfield,
P. Mark Martini of Westfield and Ira J.
Geiger of Union Township running for
the job of County Freeholders, the trio
discussed similarities, differences and
change “for a better Union County.”

The three candidates are from careers
of Army, finance and educational back-
grounds.

Mr. Krauss told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“As a retired Army officer, I bring over
21 years of leadership and managerial
experience with a focus on mission ac-
complishment, not party politics, and my
three years of experience on township
committee in Springfield. I understand
the pains local municipalities have to
deal with the current Board of Freehold-
ers, and the burden they place on local
government.”

Democrats have controlled the free-
holder board since 1997. The current
nine-member, all-Democrat board is re-
sponsible for legislative and executive
managing of county government. The
Democrats are two incumbents, Bette
Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter, and
newly elected Sergio Granadas, who is
finishing out Daniel Sullivan’s seat.

“We need another voice on the board.
Be open to new blood. It’s a good thing,”
Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Martini has a background in fi-
nance and business and was recently
elected to the Westfield Republican
Town Committee. He has private and
business sector experience, and is a busi-
ness manager and leader who has man-
aged multi-million-dollar business. Mr.
Martini has experience and has restruc-
tured and managed significant businesses
in the finance industry.

Mr. Krauss echoed Mr. Martini, “The
all-Democrat Board of Freeholders has
become stagnant and stale with no new
ideas, complacent and content with the
status quo. They are reactive instead of
being proactive. What worked 15 years
ago, probably doesn’t necessarily work
today.”

Mr. Geiger is a special-education
teacher in Union and Middlesex coun-
ties. He said, “I am a strong advocate for
education. I believe that this may be the
year when Republicans can get elected
to county freeholders given Governor
Christie’s popularity. It could help us.”

Topics covered are Runnells Special-
ized Hospital, sharing services and cut-
ting taxes.

This past September, the request for
proposals (RFP) for Runnells Special-
ized Hospital was released. The pro-
posal is targeted at companies interested
in purchasing or operating the county-
owned facility on 45 acres. According to
the RFP, the hospital had a $22.8-mil-
lion deficit in 2012.

All three candidates agree that the
facility’s sale is long overdue and its
increased deficit every year to taxpayers
is a waste.

Mr. Krauss said, “Partly due to the re-
ductions in Medicare/Medicaid reimburse-
ments, however, knowing that reimburse-
ments were on the decline and action wasn’t
taken prior to 2013 to look at privatization
is the fault of the freeholders for not exam-
ining privatization back in 2010. This added
to the yearly deficit which cost Union
County residents millions.”

There are three options listed in the RFP:
a company buys it for-profit or non-profit
and runs it; a company leases and manages
some or all of the hospital, or last option, it
is bought and leased back to Runnells.

“The freeholders and UCIA (Union
County Improvement Authority) weren’t
designed and are not equipped to be in
healthcare management,” Mr. Krauss said.

Proposals are due on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, for Runnells. “The most disturbing
fact is that Runnells is an issue every year.
We are now over $100 million in the hole
and in the red every year because there are
no freeholders who know how to proactively
run a business and balance the interests of
keeping existing county services, but at the
same time, manage Runnells to at least a
breakeven point,” Mr. Krauss said.

Mr. Geiger said, “Runnells should be
sold.”

Saving Union County taxpayers
money, according to all three, would
start also with merging services such as
the county sheriff’s office and county
police. Bergen and Union County are
the only two counties in the state that
still have separate services.

“There is simply too much money in
our budget being allocated and spent on
two departments that should merge and
share services and duties to lessen the
extraordinary tax burden the munici-
palities have been asked to support,”
Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Geiger said, “We need more effi-
cient government, because it’s costing
the county too much money.”

Mr. Krauss said there should be one
organization for the Union County Alli-
ance, the Union County Sheriff, Police
and juvenile detention facility. “Reduce
redundancies at the managerial level and
share scarce resources while maintaining
the specialized units in support of all Union
County municipalities,” Mr. Krauss said.

Taxes increased over the past 15 years
while Democrats were in control, accord-
ing to Mr. Krauss. Why would Republi-
cans make a difference on the freeholders?

“One-party rule, regardless of party,
doesn’t provide for healthy government.
You need checks and balances,” Mr.
Krauss said. “I hope to accomplish more
open debate and transparency for our
residents and accountability to our tax-
payers to act with a sense of urgency and
proactively manage the county govern-
ment more efficiently to balance the
interest of our existing programs with
fiscal responsibility.”

 Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPIRITED DEBATE...The League of Women Voters sponsored a forum for candi-
dates for Union  County Freeholder last Tuesday in Cranford. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Democrats, Sergio Granados, Bette Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter, all
incumbents, and Republican challengers P. Mark Martini and Marc Krauss.
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Letters to the Editor

No Candidate Should Misinform, Manipulate Public Safety

If Anyone Can Deliver A One-Seat
Train Ride to WF, Mayor Can

Even those of us who are seeking
election can be astonished by the
campaign antics of certain candidates
during this “silly season.” For ex-
ample, a neighbor recently shared
with me a campaign mailer from
Councilman David Haas, in which he
claims that he can deliver a one-seat
train ride into Manhattan.

Mr. Haas is well aware that those
efforts have been ongoing for de-
cades, and that Mayor Skibitsky is
singularly responsible for bringing
Westfield closer than ever to direct
rail service to New York. Mr. Haas
must not have read the press reports
on the issue this past August, when
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition Trustee
Martin Robins was quoted describ-
ing, “a meeting that was called by
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who deserves
a lot of credit for having taken the
initiative. [H]e brought with him
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. and the
two Assembly people from [the] dis-
trict, Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Muñoz, and they visited with New
Jersey Transit and they apparently
got a commitment that New Jersey
Transit by the spring will put dual-
mode locomotives into service ....”

Mr. Robbins “welcome[d] this as a

break-through first step, and [he]
commend[ed] everyone who has
worked on this, especially the initia-
tive of Westfield’s Mayor Andy
Skibitsky.” If anyone can deliver a
one-seat train ride to Westfield, Mayor
Skibitsky can. More incredibly, Coun-
cilman Haas criticizes Mayor
Skibitsky for seeking to continue his
effective service to the residents of
Westfield, when Mr. Haas has him-
self served nearly a decade on
Westfield’s governing body. Sadly,
Councilman Haas has far less to show
for his years of service than our mayor.
Moreover, his campaign running
mates are a former councilman who
resigned before the end of his term,
and a twice unsuccessful council can-
didate. Where is the new blood, Mr.
Haas? If Councilman Haas is truly
interested in “fresh ideas and new
energy,” as he has said on these pages,
he should support David Oliveira to
replace him on the Town Council.
Mr. Oliveira, who has not previously
sought or held public office, is just
the kind of fresh face that Mr. Haas is
looking for, and cannot himself pro-
vide.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

 “They call this the silly season of
politics for a reason,” according to
Dr. Larry J. Sabato, a Rhodes Scholar
and director of the nonpartisan Uni-
versity of Virginia’s Center for Poli-
tics. “Unfortunately, it is one of the
main reasons people are turned off by
politics.”

Like most of you, I have been read-
ing the campaign literature mailed to
Westfield residents and printed in the
local media. While I understand that
every candidate wants to win your
vote, I am disturbed by the emer-
gence in our town of the politics of
fear and alarm. To mislead the pub-
lic, be it deliberately or simply out of
ignorance, in order to create a “cri-
sis” where none actually exists is
doing a grave disservice to our com-
munity. There is absolutely no justi-
fication for causing undue alarm to
our residents.

Frankly, I think Americans are jus-
tifiably sick and tired of the seem-
ingly endless wrangling and backbit-
ing that permeates the political pro-
cess nowadays. As your mayor,
though, I have a duty to communi-
cate accurate information sans cam-
paign rhetoric to all the residents of
the town. To that end, these are the
facts as they relate to the Westfield
Fire Department:

The WFD is among the minority
(25 percent) of departments in the
state that is a paid “career” depart-
ment. In addition to the fire chief and
deputy fire chief, it employs 28 full-
time firefighters.

The town maintains a “minimum
staffing level” of six firefighters. By
way of perspective, six municipali-
ties border Westfield – four of them
have volunteer departments and two
of them have paid “career” depart-
ments. The minimum staffing levels

of the two neighboring municipali-
ties with career departments are four
and five, and both of those munici-
palities have significant “risks” such
as office parks, commercial proper-
ties, and warehouses within their bor-
ders.

There have been no layoffs of
firefighters, but, like all other depart-
ments, there has been a gradual re-
duction over the past five years due to
attrition. As firefighters retired, the
fiscally responsible question we had
to ask is, do we really need nine
Lieutenants and two deputy chiefs?
Are we top heavy? We did reduce the
number of deputy chiefs from two to
one and the number of lieutenants
from nine to four, again through attri-
tion.

In the three fires over the course of
two years my opponent refers to, all
had extenuating circumstances and
had intensified and spread prior to
the fire department ever being noti-
fied. Similarly, the potential for loss
of life and an entire town block was
averted during the Ferraro’s fire —
the severity which can be attributed
to old building codes.

Contrary to my opponent’s state-
ment, our mutual aid agreement did
not “cause[d] a house to burn to the
ground.” In fact, mutual aid is a quint-
essential example of an effective
shared service agreement.

Lastly, my opponent called for the
hiring of four firefighters in the near
term. With the 2 percent cap and the
approximate $100,000 per firefighter
cost (salary, training, equipment, pen-
sion, health insurance) in the first
year alone, he does not indicate how
to pay for four new hires in the near
term or the long term. For the past
eight years my opponent has been on
the Finance Policy Committee. If he

was truly concerned for the safety of
our residents, it is my hope that he
would have raised this issue at some
point over the past eight years.

While trying to create headlines
may be a predictable campaign strat-
egy during silly season, no candidate
should ever manipulate and misin-
form when it comes to something as
crucial and as challenging as public
safety.

Thank you for taking the time to
read this and for allowing me the
opportunity to clarify the facts.

Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

Was Councilman Beckerman Making
Up Health Insurance Savings for SP?

Too Impatient To Wait
For A Child on Bus?
A fellow Westfield resident has re-

ferred to the school transportation system
as a private limousine service funded by
taxpayers. I find this statement particu-
larly offensive since the majority of the
students utilizing this service have some
sort of disability.

As a mother of one of these children, I
find it appalling how impatient our soci-
ety has become. Every morning I would
watch drivers make illegal u-turns be-
cause they could not wait one minute for
a child to be buckled in. Even more
obscene is that a child who works so hard
to accomplish tasks most people take for
granted is thought of as an inconvenience.

Jennifer Brophy-Lane
Westfield

I read Councilman Lou
Beckerman’s recent letter about in-
surance savings. He was heralding
good news of a $60k savings in next
year’s health insurance for the town-
ship. Having heard nothing of this at
any council meeting this year, I sub-
mitted an OPRA request to the town
to learn more. I’ve since learned that
the council members haven’t been
provided any information on this sub-
ject. So is Mr. Beckerman making
this up? Or perhaps he has used his
insurance contacts to get an early
look at what the results may be? And
if so, is he not aware that it is entirely
inappropriate for a councilman to be
making public comment on what is
clearly an ongoing contract negotia-
tion?

This serves as a reminder of an-
other incident from the beginning of
2013. When it came time to hire the
township insurance broker, the coun-
cil initially made a motion to adopt a
resolution hiring Doyle Alliance. It
was Councilman Bo Vastine who
pointed out that the previous insur-

ance broker, Connor-Strong, had
capped their fee at $50k – a signifi-
cant savings over last year – and that
there was no such cap from Doyle
Alliance. The council, under the new
direction of Lou Beckerman and the
Scotch Plains Democrats, then chose
to table the resolution to a subsequent
meeting. At the next meeting, the
Democrats unveiled a new bid from
Doyle Alliance that included a cap
for just slightly less than Connor-
Strong’s original proposal (other bid-
ders were offered no such second
chance). So Lou Beckerman got his
way and Scotch Plains hired his pre-
ferred broker Doyle Alliance for the
same amount of savings that would
have been achieved under Connor-
Strong.

So Lou Beckerman tries to take
credit for something that was going
to happen regardless. And now Lou
Beckerman is also asking us to be-
lieve a promise of more savings for
next year.

Ed Saridaki
Former Scotch Plains Council, BOE

Jerry Armstrong
Deserves Kudos for His

Help During Sandy
As the one-year anniversary of

Super Storm Sandy approaches, we
would like to acknowledge our neigh-
bor Jerry Armstrong. Many of you
may know Jerry as the caretaker at
Nomahegan Swim Club. We are lucky
enough to have Jerry as our neighbor.

We lost 13 trees in the storm. One
punctured our roof and ripped our
electrical service off the house. Trees
blocked our access driveway. There
was no power and no way we were
going to get a “tree guy” to our house.
Springfield Avenue was closed.... but
not for long, because we live near
Jerry. Within hours Jerry had freed
the pinned down wires and cleared
the access to our driveway. He then
set to work clearing Springfield Av-
enue and helping everyone up and
down the street. He is an amazing and
caring individual.

Thank you Jerry Armstrong.
Martha and Patrick McDonald

Westfield

Letter Writer’s Advocacy for
Disregarding Safety Was Breathtaking

Questions on Communications Ctr.
Had to Do With What Was Missing

I was surprised to see the town
attorney enter the fray concerning
the compliance of the town with the
bidding laws surrounding the pur-
chase of the communications center
by the WPD. His assertion that all
legal documents were properly filed
is without question. He is a good
attorney who is quite capable of in-
suring that all the “I’s” were dotted.

The questions that were asked, and
which his intervention does not an-
swer, predate the need for legal coun-
sel, especially one that follows the
rules.

There is no doubt that the seller
filed an affidavit of non-collusion.
This means that he has done nothing
that would influence the purchase
and leave intact the level playing
field sought by the Legislature in
requiring this document. Nowhere
does it mention that the seller flew
two policemen to Utah and housed
them at the seller’s expense. Nowhere
does it mention that there was an
agreement that the seller would build
a custom communication center to
Westfield’s specifications before such

specifications were written. The affi-
davit leaves out that the center was
delivered to Westfield and stored here
from the time it was on display at a
show that the town agreed to host at
the Armory. The seller also neglected
to list the two vehicles sent with the
center, one of which was a “gift.”

All of the above took place before
any public notice that Westfield was
thinking about such a purchase. Since
the town attorney bills by the hour, it
is understandable that the town would
only ask for his input when neces-
sary. After notice that the specs would
be allowed to be posted, the attorney
would be needed. I doubt he was
fully apprised of the history that pre-
ceded the allowance of specs.

He did, however, mention the “due
diligence” of the WPD in their obvi-
ously thorough investigation of manu-
facturers. Would he be able to give us
a list of the number of manufacturers
who flew WPD representatives to
inspections?

The seller also makes no mention
of the agreement that the low price
also included Westfield’s promise to
drive the center around to prospec-
tive buyers and act as “demonstra-
tors” for the manufacturer. Did that
agreement follow the affidavit of non-
collusion? Is that why it is absent?

No one can doubt that all legal
documents are filed. I believe the
questions had to do with what was
missing as opposed to what was filed.

A. John Blake
Westfield

I am one of the legions of commut-
ers who take NJ Transit from
Westfield. I bike to the train station
for the exercise, fresh air, and scen-
ery, but I’d also like to think I’m
earning some positive karma from
my fellow citizens, both in keeping a
car off the road and in freeing up a
much-coveted parking spot at the train
station.

However, the biggest downside to
biking to the train is not the frigid
winter temperatures. Nor is it the risk
of getting one’s bike stolen. Rather,
it’s the danger in crossing South Av-
enue, especially this time of year
with the shorter days. Despite dis-
mounting my bike, despite a well
marked crosswalk, and despite hav-
ing lights on both the front and back
of my bike, I find it distressingly
common for cars to zip right by and
not stop as I attempt to cross.

So you can imagine my astonish-
ment that Craig Nowlin, in his letter

to the editor, advocated drivers should
just blow through crosswalks, pedes-
trians be damned. His advocacy for
disregarding safety, commonsense,
and the law is simply breathtaking. I
can only hope he mistakened this for
the April 1st edition.

This is not to say pedestrians and
cyclists are blameless; they should
not dart into the crosswalk and ex-
pect drivers to jam on the brakes,
particularly in slick or otherwise more
challenging conditions. However,
drivers should try driving the speed
limit, paying attention to the cross-
walks, looking for pedestrians, and
preparing to stop. And putting down
the cell phone.

And instead of crossing guards or
traffic lights, how about the police?
These drivers represent a highly
underutilized revenue source for our
town.

Mark Kaplan
Westfield

Buses Are for Special
Needs Kids In Town

When I was reading Mr. Martucci’s
“Kids Should Be At Curb For School
Bus” letter I mostly agreed with him. I
have two sons who take the bus. I always
have them ready and actually feel a little
guilty making my neighbors wait for
them to board. But they do. And they
have never complained to me about it.
They actually wave to my kids and are
always incredibly well, friendly.

It was his last line that was so rude.
Since with a little bit of asking around, he
would have found out that these buses are
not a limousine service as he said, but
buses for kids with special needs. Some
with autism, maybe cerebral palsy in
wheelchairs and even some with devel-
opmental delays that just use the bus to
help separate home and school.

My great grandfather used to say you
are the boss of a word until it comes out
of your mouth. This is one time Mr.
Martucci where you could have used his
advice.

Juliet Passante
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tew – To hurry or work fussily
2. Loriot – The golden oriole of Eu-

rope
3. Poephagous – Grass eating
4. Poikilonymy – The mingling of

names or terms from different systems of
nomenclature

LUCIFUGOUS
1. Vague; hard to understand
2. Translucent
3. Avoiding light; nocturnal
4. Animals that contain a substance in

their blood that combine with enzymes to
produce light

GRIFFE
1. A ditch or a moat
2. A steward
3. In law, a notary or scrivener
4. The child of Negro and mulatto

SCLEROGENOUS
1. Scaly or horny
2. Becoming thick or hard
3. Filmy or sticky
4. Having many legs, such as with

centipedes
THANATOPHIDIA

1. Poisonous snakes
2. An adnormal fixation with death
3. Birds of prey, such as hawks or

falcons
4. Spiders

Re. Letter In Your
October 17th Paper

In much of the article he (David Haas)
talks about tradition and ‘fresh ideas.’ I
also came across a campaign piece of his
where he is trying to make the claim that
he is behind a one seat NJ Transit ride
from Westfield to N.Y. Penn Station. Is
this his idea of traditions and fresh ideas?
If he is going to start a tradition of trying
to take credit for something such as this
(that has been decades in the making, by
the way) that he is not even remotely
attached to, then I think the people of
Westfield should strongly consider this
self-serving farce when they go to the
polls in November.

It’s been just about a year since Super
Storm Sandy ravaged New Jersey and
Westfield. The leadership that Mayor
Skibitsky provided us during this most
trying time has been recognized nation-
ally. Now is not the time to even contem-
plate turning the reigns over to someone
that believes a fresh idea is one that is not
even his and not even fresh. That is not
leadership.

Janice Sampson
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

WEBMASTERS,
CONTACT  POTUS

Technology Gone Amuck,
Can We Be Cell Phone Free

In this “Land of the Borg”, we call it technology but
it’s nothing more than electronic communication and
many of us are its slaves. We’re addicted and this
“collective” doesn’t know how to function without it.
The thought of being without a cell phone leaves many
feeling naked and in panic.

Government now says you can’t have healthcare
without its website, whether the website works or not.
Many can’t navigate to a street address without first
Googling it. School kids have trouble focusing on
learning without checking it out online first; but only
while they are “texting” and not listening to their
teacher. The word of the day is, “It’s on the Internet so
it must be true” — or, “Who knows what’s in it until we
pass it”.

It’s hard to have a conversation without someone
interrupting and saying, “excuse me, I need to answer
this call”. At the supermarket, the aisles are stalled
while someone phones their spouse to collaborate on
whether to buy the 14 or 20 oz. box of Cheerios.

Some of the consequences are merely annoying yet
others lead to chaos, such as with ObamaCare. The
impact on education of our youth is more insidious.
The concern is the “dumbing down” of America.

Cross a street and you’ll get a first-hand look at a real
“in your face problem” - “texting while driving (TWD)”.
It’s scary. More accidents are now caused by “texting
while driving” than those while under the influence
(DWI). This epidemic seems unstoppable. When some-
one gets behind the wheel, it’s like they are in another
world unto themselves - oblivious to others and uncon-
cerned for others.

We believe the need to correct TWD is urgent and
that the technical means to do so are readily at hand.
Cars and cell phones should be engineered so that
TWD cannot operate while driving - no questions
asked, no exceptions, period. The phone will not work
during such times.

A Rahway woman was texting when she crashed
into a pickup truck on Routes 1& 9 two weeks ago,
killing the truck’s driver, Essex County prosecutors
say. She was arraigned on the homicide charge and is
being held in lieu of a $50,000 bond. She faces a
maximum penalty of 10 years in prison. Of course this
does nothing for the victim.

We must not succumb to the “Land of the Borg”.
Engineer TWD to be inoperable.

BTW, help our kids learn better too.

More letters on pages 17, 18
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‘Private Limousine Service’
Comment In Letter Was Insensitive

Ray Martucci, I read your letter in The
Westfield Leader and I disagree with
your theory that drivers are confused as
to how to react when they see a school
bus on the same side or the opposite side
of the road in town. In fact, I think almost
everyone in Westfield understands ex-
actly how to react when they see that stop
sign come out in front of the bus. They
stop driving. I have watched it over and
over again in front of my own house.

I am sure that you know that the only
children who are picked up by a bus in
front of their own house are special needs
children. For you to refer to this service
as a “private limousine service” is ex-
tremely insulting and insensitive to ev-
eryone in the special needs community. I
can’t even begin to list the multitude of
reasons why so many of these children
need bus service, but I can certainly speak
concisely about my own personal experi-
ence. My younger daughter has autism
and for several years I had a difficult time
keeping her seated in her car seat. She has
extreme sensory and behavioral issues
and does not like to feel confined. She
would cry, undo her seat belt and start
crawling all over the back seat of the car
as soon as I turned on the ignition. I was
unable to drive her anywhere without
another adult in the car to ensure that she
stayed in her seat. If Westfield had not
provided bus service (with an aid on
board) my daughter would never have
been able to attend school during that
time period. The bus service that the town
provided played a crucial role in helping
my daughter in her growth and develop-
ment at that point in time, and it continues
to do so now.

The suggestion that any of these spe-
cial needs children would be able to tol-
erate standing on the curb to wait for the
bus to arrive is absurd. So many of them
have sensory and behavioral issues. The
honking of cars and the roar of trucks
going by on the street is scary and painful
for many of these children and they,
frankly, cannot tolerate the huge amount
of sensory input. The majority of special
needs parents keep their children inside
the house until the bus arrives to avoid
potential tantrums and to ensure the safety
of their children and the safety of the
drivers on the street.

Ray, I suggest you go to You Tube and
watch a very insightful video called “A
Teen’s Guide to Understanding Autism”
created by a talented teenager in Westfield
named Alex Jackman. She is sensitive

and intelligent and explains in very clear
way the challenges that special needs
children face everyday.

Finally, I understand that it can be
frustrating to wait behind a school bus.
However, you must have enough per-
spective to understand that you are suf-
fering a minor inconvenience for 45 to 60
seconds on some mornings on some days.
Most of these children will be majorly
inconvenienced everyday for the rest of
their lives. Some of them will never de-
velop the basic human skills that you take
for granted everyday such as the ability to
hear and speak. I ask you to please be
patient with the children in the special
needs community. Try to have some
empathy. Try to be kind.

Amy Giardina
Westfield

Letters to the EditorWe Haven’t Maximized Our Non-Tax
Revenue In Westfield Budget

The number one issue that has been
brought up as I walk door to door through-
out this campaign is how high our taxes
are for the services that we receive. Some
seniors have mentioned to me that they
are considering moving out of our town
altogether because of the taxes. I agree
with these residents that we are paying
more and getting less in return for our tax
dollars. Our roads are in bad shape, our
trees aren’t maintained, and Fire, Police
and Public Works services have been
badly cut.

There’s no question that economic
times have been tough. We haven’t, how-
ever, maximized our non-tax revenue.
We haven’t done everything we could to
bring into the town non-tax money and to
only spend on necessary items. Instead
we have relied on spending down our old
sale of assets account, on increased bor-
rowing and a sewer tax to get us through.
In 2010 we refused a completely free
energy audit of the town facility. This
was made possible by money from the
federal stimulus program set aside spe-
cifically for Westfield to use as matching
funds to participate in one of the state
energy savings programs. This didn’t
require competing against other towns.
In fact we could have used that federal
money as matching money in another
state program to get up to $50,000 worth
of free energy saving equipment. Over 95
percent of the eligible towns found ways
to use that money. Westfield did not.

We can save a substantial amount by
privatizing the operation of the conserva-
tion center, several years after I first
proposed this we still have not commit-
ted to writing a request for proposals to
see what savings might be available even
though everyone on the finance commit-
tee has agreed that we should do this.

Last year Standard & Poor’s said, “The
town has experienced a net operating loss
each year since 2006” when Skibitsky
was elected mayor. S&P lowered
Westfield’s bond rating because of it,
which means under Skibitsky it now costs
us more than it did when he became
mayor for the town to borrow money. I
will make certain that we balance our
budget and restore the S&P rating.

When the town finally balanced the
budget this year, Mayor Skibitsky went
out and borrowed money to buy a Mobile
Command Center for $240,000. This
“need” didn’t come out of our depart-
ment heads roundtable review of the
town’s response to Hurricane Sandy and
no one has yet given an example of the
circumstances that might cause us to need
it. This money could have been spent to
improve our town such as paving roads
that have not been paved in years, or
increasing our fire department staffing to
a level where we won’t have any more
homes burn down because we can ini-
tially only get three firemen to the fire.

This purchase is symptomatic of an
increase in borrowing under the current
mayor. In 2005, the year Skibitsky was
appointed mayor, the Town spent
$960,000 for the payment of bond princi-
pal, anticipation notes and capital notes
and interest thereon. By comparison, af-

ter eight years of Skibitsky, in 2013 the
town budget shows that we will pay
$2,150,000 in these expenses. That’s an
increase of nearly 125 percent.

During Skibitsky’s second term as
mayor alone, the taxpayers of Westfield
have paid $7.2 million in debt service.
And during the seven years that Westfield
has operated at a loss under Skibitsky, he
raised our taxes every year. And last year
he also imposed the $170 sewer tax on
top of it. Westfield needs to make a
change at the top to break from this style
of management of our town’s finances.

When elected mayor of Westfield I
know there will be tough choices to make
with our town’s finances. I won’t just tell
you that we had hard choices to make if
we have to again cut crossing guards,
firemen, police and public works em-
ployees. I will open our town’s financial
books by having all department heads
present their budgets in a meeting that is
open to the public and will open all
budget discussions that don’t involve
personnel issues so that you’ll know what
tradeoffs were involved in that hard
choice. We deserve an open and transpar-
ent way of knowing how and why our tax
dollars are being spent. That openness
will ensure that we are only spending our
taxpayer dollars on essential capital
projects.

I ask for your vote on November 5th to
help continuing to improve Westfield.
To find out more, visit Facebook or my
website.

Dave Haas (D)
Candidate for Mayor

The Parallel Universe Otherwise
Known As Union County Freeholders
This is some of what I heard at the last

freeholder debate: bad math and a poor
justification for one party rule.

During last week’s freeholder debate,
Ms. Kowalski was asked to state how she
would use her position as freeholder to
generate jobs in UC and spur economic
development. Freeholder Kowalski
proudly stated that Galloping Hills (GH)
has generated 130 jobs. Freeholder
Granados used 100 jobs. Ms. Kowalski
did not qualify the jobs as being full-
time, part-time, county or private sector.
That being said, I will accept her number
in order to demonstrate the absurdity of
her statement. I subsequently learned at
last Thursday’s freeholder meeting that
County Manager Faella believes that the
cost of GH is $25 million. I will use that
number also, though I contend it does not
factor in all soft and hard costs in order to
continue the dialog. Using basic math,
the cost per job at GH works out to be
$192,308 per job created. I submit that at
that rate, Ms. Kowalski’s method of job
creation is fiscally unsustainable and will
bankrupt the county.

I also heard Freeholder Granados state:
“If Berkeley Heights left the county, our
taxes would increase and our large cities
would fail.” That seems to contradict the
Democratic position that all municipali-
ties pay their fair share, none being taxed
heavier than another. His argument seems
to imply and support the contention that

some municipalities are subsidizing other
municipalities, a position the Democrats
say has no basis in fact.

Unfortunately, Ms. Kowalski’s and Mr.
Granados’ statements demonstrate once
again their lack of credentials in all mat-
ters financial.

A second question that was asked of the
candidates centered on whether the issue
of at-large vs. districting to be the fairer
system for electing our county govern-
ment. Freeholder Carter responded by
defending her pro at-large position by
stating: “We (the Democratic Party?) rep-
resent everyone.” Well maybe in her world
but not in the one in which I vote. Union
County is clearly a one-party government
run by the majority. She went on to claim:
“The system that we have has been work-
ing.” Yes, it has worked very well for 16
years to preserve one-party Democratic
rule. I ask: If it is working so well, and such
a fair system, then why are the taxpayers
of Berkeley Heights contemplating seces-
sion? Despite Ms. Carter’s protestations
to the contrary, America is not a govern-
ment meant to function as a one-party
system where the majority rules over the
minority unchecked. It is obvious that our
system of electing our governing board is
broken. Any argument to the contrary is
clearly partisan or delusional.

The challengers have it correct when
they ask for an opportunity to be able to
look behind the curtain and participate on
an equal footing. Districting would help
to safe guard minority rights against the
tyranny of the majority.

BTW, I am a registered Democrat who
believes in non-partisan politics.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

SP-F District 22 Is
Begging For Attention
A great deal of attention this election

season has been given to the Governor’s
race and the U.S. Senate race, however, a
number of other elections are begging for
our vote. Scotch Plains and Fanwood are
in N.J. District 22 with all three officials
(D) running for re-election. These are
Sen. Nicholas Scutari, Asm. Jerry Green
and Asw. Linda Stender.

These three have shown little concern
about the tax burden imposed on us. Each
was asked to support the Fair School Fund-
ing Bill being put forward by N.J. Sen.
Michael Doherty. This would have pro-
vided $39 million additional funding for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood taxpayers by
providing equal state aid to each student.
This would have reduced our taxes for the
school system by 50 percent! The tax for
the school system is about 65 percent of
our property tax burden.

At the time, when they ignored pleas
from some that they represent for the
support of this massive tax savings, they
were warned that at election time we
would remember their in action.

Now that they are running for re-elec-
tion it is our responsibility to remember
what they cost us and vote accordingly.

It is now our turn to vote officials that
care about us, and it certainly is not Sen.
Nicholas Scutari, Asm. Jerry Green and
Asw. Linda Stender.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Why Is Scotch Plains Paying $120K
More on Legal Expenses?

I have recently reviewed township
expenses and am greatly concerned to
find that Scotch Plains is on pace to spend
50 percent more this year for legal ad-
vice. That’s $120k more than last year,
enough to have fully funded the library
and still have money left over.

Why are we spending so much on legal
this year? There is no major litigation
ongoing. The police merger study was
happening last year as well, and repre-
sents a very small amount of the overall
legal spending. I see no justifiable reason
for this huge jump in spending.

My opponent Lou Beckerman, as part

of the new Democratic majority in Scotch
Plains this year, replaced every township
service provider, including the township
attorney. To a certain extent, people ex-
pect some changes when there is a change
in party political control. What they don’t
expect, and what taxpayers don’t have to
accept, is to be stuck paying a lot more for
the same service. Voters should reject
this irresponsible spending by Lou
Beckerman and the Democratic major-
ity.

I ask for your vote on Nov. 5th.

Llewellyn Jones
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

It’s Irresponsible to Pander for Votes
By Using Accounting Gimmicks

In his letter to the editor last week, my
opponent took credit for reducing the
municipal payroll by 20 percent, decreas-
ing municipal salaries and lowering the
budget. But the full story has not been
told.

Westfield has traditionally maintained
a surplus account and sale of assets ac-
count to buffer against unexpected ex-
penses and emergencies, such as a snow-
storm, hurricane or a major breakdown in
the sewer system, which has not been
budgeted. To artificially hold taxes down,
the current Council has spent every nickel
of the surplus and sale of assets accounts,
and we are left with no buffer. Moreover,
the Council spent all of the surpluses,
which they could legally grab from the
pool utility and the library, including the
amounts wrested from the library by my
opponent. Due to these accounting gim-
micks, we are now living paycheck to
paycheck. If an emergency occurred, the
Council might have to levy an additional
tax. This is an irresponsible way to pan-
der for votes.

We have already seen it happen. The
Rahway Sewer Authority assessed
Westfield for sewer improvements in
2012 and it could not be incorporated
into the budget. Hence, we had to pay a
special assessment for the sewers in July
2012. So what they left us in our right

pocket they took from our left pocket. It
can happen again.

We need to build the buffer back up.
The last thing anyone in the town wants
is a special assessment or tax due to the
lack of foresight of the council. Yet, the
current council is heading toward that
cliff. We should elect a mayor and coun-
cilmen who will steer us away from the
cliff.

John J. Walsh (D)
Candidate for WF Council, Ward4

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419; sdelia@ucnj.org
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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

When Jeff rey Hamilton developed prostate cancer, it was no surprise that he had 
it treated at Overlook Medical Center. After all, Overlook was the fi rst medical center
in the tri-state area to off er CyberKnife®. And it’s a world leader in the number of
patients treated with this technology. A minimally invasive cancer treatment based 
on NASA technology, CyberKnife® delivers high doses of radiation with pinpoint
accuracy and minimal side eff ects. Jeff rey knew that it had a very high success rate
treating prostate cancer. And today, for Jeff rey, it’s Houston, we no longer have a problem.

- Jeffrey Hamilton
Westfi eld, New Jersey 

POLICE BLOTTER

The Arc Slates Tricky Tray
November 1 at L’Affaire

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Arc
of Union County’s Ninth Annual
Tricky Tray fund-raising event will
be held on Friday, November 1, at
L’Affaire, located at 1099 Route
22, East, in Mountainside.

Between 250 and 300 gift baskets
and items will be featured. For this
event, various level tickets are pur-
chased and then placed in a con-
tainer that sits in front of the item or
basket participants wish to win.
When ticket numbers are called,
those holding the exact ticket color
and number win that item or basket.

The $45 admission ticket in-
cludes a sit-down dinner and one
sheet (24 tickets) of pink level tick-
ets. Super Pack Tickets are avail-
able both in advance and at the

event. A $50 value for $40, the
Super Pack includes three sheets
of pink tickets, 15 green tickets
and 10 blue tickets.

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and
ticket calling will start at 7:30 p.m.
The event will conclude at approxi-
mately 10 p.m.

Proceeds from this benefit event
will help to support programs and
services offered to children and adults
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities and their families.

For more information, call Trish
Felix at (973) 315-0020 or e-mail
pfelix@arcunion.org. To reserve
seating for a group, have all attend-
ees’ names together and then con-
tact Justine DeMeola at (973) 315-
0022 or jdemeola@arcunion.org.

‘Halloween Hocus Pocus’
On Tap This Sunday

WESTFIELD — Families are in-
vited to celebrate “Halloween Hocus
Pocus” this Sunday, October 27, from
1:30 to 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield. This program is
described as ideal for young children.

Costumed docents will greet visi-
tors at the door of the colonial farm-
house. Various activities are planned
for the afternoon, including Hallow-
een storytelling, tattoos and face
painting. Children will be able to
decorate their own Halloween cup-
cakes and make an additional craft to
take home. Festive refreshments will
be served. Visitors are encouraged to
wear their Halloween costumes.

The fee is $4 for children; accom-
panying adults may attend for free.
Reservations are necessary; interested
persons are asked to call the museum
at (908) 232-1776 or to e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com by
today, Thursday, October 24, in order
to register.

Upcoming Sunday programs on
the museum’s autumn schedule of
events include “Crazy for Cranber-
ries and a Tribute to Harry and Wende

Devlin” on November 17; “Thanks-
giving Dinner Demonstration and
18th Century Table Customs and
Manners” on November 24; “Gin-
gerbread Sunday” on December 1
(reservations required), and “German
Christmas Customs and a Visit from
the Belsnickel” on December 8.

A special historical program and
benefit concert, entitled “Four Cen-
turies of Jazz,” will be held on behalf
of the museum on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Cross-
roads, located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. Appropriate for all ages,
the program will feature The Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo. For more in-
formation, contact the Miller-Cory
House Museum.

Built in 1740, the museum is listed
on both the State and National Regis-
ters of Historic Places and as a site on
the New Jersey Women’s Heritage
Trail. The museum is available for
tours and special programs. For more
information, call or e-mail the mu-
seum. Details on all programs also are
posted on the museum’s Facebook
page. The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Library Event to Address
Kids’ Readiness to Read

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Children’s Services staff of the Scotch
Plains Public Library will present a
free Every Child Ready to Read®
workshop for parents and caregivers
on Monday, October 28, at 7 p.m.
This workshop will demonstrate how
parents can utilize five familiar and
easy-to-use practices to develop lan-
guage and other early literacy skills
in children from birth to age 5.

The Every Child Ready to Read®
workshop explains why these skills
are so important, demonstrates how
to help children learn the skills, pro-
vides titles of high-interest books that
are age-appropriate and sends par-
ents and caregivers home with early
literacy activities they can incorpo-
rate into their family’s daily routine.

Every Child Ready to Read® was
developed by the Association for Li-
brary Service to Children (ALSC) and
the Public Library Association (PLA),
divisions of the American Library
Association, in conjunction with na-
tional reading and education experts.

This program will be open to all.
Interested persons are encouraged to
register through the library’s website,
scotlib.org; by calling (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 209, or e-mailing
kids@scotlib.org. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

BOOK LOVERS...Nothing could stop these two happy book enthusiasts from
finding good reading material during last year’s Giant Book Sale at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield. This year’s sale
will take place Sunday through Tuesday, November 3 to 5. Donations for the sale
may be dropped off daily. An outdoor pod unit is available for book drop-offs in
the church parking lot (use the Euclid Avenue driveway entrance). Donations are
accepted Monday through Friday after 3 p.m. and all day on Saturdays and
Sundays through November 2.

JCSS to Spotlight
Mordecai Kaplan

AREA — Edward “Zeke” Klein,
leader of the Queens Society for Cul-
tural Judaism, will speak this Sun-
day, October 27, at the Jewish Cul-
tural School and Society (JCSS) Adult
Education session on how Mordecai
Kaplan, one of the founders of
Reconstructionist Judaism, contrib-
uted to Secular Humanistic Judaism.

The discussion will be held from
10 a.m. to noon in the JCSS rented
space in the Early Childhood Center
of MetroWest JCC, located at 760
Northfield Avenue in West Orange.

Westfield
Sunday, October 13, Wayne S.

Augenstein, 66, of Clark was ar-
rested on charges of making ter-
roristic threats, possession of a
weapon for unlawful purpose and
unlawful possession of a weapon
pursuant to an investigation of what
police said was a “road rage” inci-
dent that occurred on Rahway Av-
enue near Lamberts Mill Road.
Police described the weapon in-
volved as a baseball  bat .
Augenstein was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released on $10,000 bail with a
10-percent option.

Monday, October 14, Julio
Molina-Garcia, 35, of Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding
$100 Roselle traffic warrant pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at
West South Avenue and Tuttle
Parkway. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on posted bail.

Tuesday, October 15, Louise
Latriano, 59, of Cranford was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, possession of
drug paraphernalia and possession
of CDS in a motor vehicle. The
arrest occurred during a traffic stop
in Scotch Plains for a violation
observed on Prospect Street in
Westfield. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on her own recognizance
with a scheduled first appearance
date of October 24 in Westfield
Municipal Court.

Tuesday, October 15, Bradford
Nickel, 41, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for $106 after
turning himself in at police head-
quarters. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 15, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the
100 block of Lincoln Road which
had occurred sometime within the
last  week.  Someone entered
through a second-floor French door
after climbing onto a second-floor
balcony by unknown means. Mul-
tiple pieces of jewelry were re-
moved, along with cash, from sev-
eral second-floor bedrooms. The
approximate total value of the jew-
elry and cash was $11,400.

Wednesday, October 16, Louis
Piotti, 37, of Colonia was arrested
at the Roselle Park Police Depart-
ment on a $500 Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
processed. Cash bail was posted
with a court date to be determined.

Wednesday, October 16, Gregory
D. Cromwell, 24, of Edison was
arrested on outstanding warrants
from Irvington and Montclair, with
bail amounts of $500 and $250,
respectively. The arrest was pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Springfield Avenue and
Woodbrook Circle. Cromwell was
transported to police headquarters,
processed, released on his own re-
cognizance by the Montclair Mu-
nicipal Court and posted full bail
for the Irvington Municipal Court.

Wednesday, October 16, Ken-
neth Ramos, 46, of Westfield was
arrested on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for $114 pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of East Broad Street near
Wychview Drive. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting
full bail.

Wednesday, October 16, Dou-
glas Stevens, 21, of Linden was
arrested as a result of a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of West
Broad Street on two outstanding
Manchester Township warrants.
They included a $250 traffic war-
rant and a $500 criminal warrant.
Stevens posted bail on the traffic
warrant and was released on his
own recognizance on the criminal
warrant.

Friday, October 18, Susan Hess,
49, of Westfield responded to po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an $89
Millburn traffic warrant. Bail was
posted and a bail waiver signed.

Friday, October 18, a resident of
the 500 block of Hillcrest Avenue
reported an incident of identity
theft. Someone unknown opened a
Verizon Wireless account in the
victim’s name. There were no sus-
pects at the time of the report.

Saturday, October 19, Alfred M.
Voecker, 19, of Scotch Plains was
arrested at the Clark Police De-
partment on a $728 Westfield war-
rant .  He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 14, a resident

of Warren Street reported that
sometime overnight someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle
and removed an undetermined
amount of change.

Tuesday, October 15, a resident
of Grand Street reported that a
neighbor yells obscenities at her
and parks her motor vehicle in front
of her house.

Thursday, October 17, a resi-
dent of Hidden Meadow Drive re-
ported that someone removed mis-
cellaneous medical supplies from
his garage, which had been left

open.
Friday, October 18, Jeremy

Gabriel, 21, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Plainfield Avenue on an out-
standing $455 warrant issued by
the Plainfield Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, October 19, Tomas
Frias, 54, of Fanwood and Mark
Bishop, 51, of Cranford were ar-
rested and charged with fourth de-
gree aggravated assault after po-
lice responded to Park Middle
School on a call of two parents
fighting at a soccer game. Upon
arrival, the two parents were al-
ready separated, but numerous wit-
nesses stated that there was a physi-
cal altercation between the parents
over a call the referee made, au-
thorities reported. According to
police, when questioned, both par-
ents admitted to the officers about
getting into a physical altercation.

Both men were transported to
police headquarters, where they
were processed and released after
being charged with fourth degree
aggravated assault because they
fought at a youth sporting event,
police said. Their court appear-
ance will be in Union County Court
in Elizabeth.

The soccer game, an 11-year-
old girls’ event, was stopped be-
cause numerous players were up-
set from witnessing the alterca-
tion, authorities reported.

Sunday, October 20, David
Conteras, 30, of Newark was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Front Street on an outstanding
$700 warrant issued by the Scotch
Plains Court. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Sunday, October 20, a resident
of Stocker Lane reported that
someone made approximately
$1,400 in purchases on her credit
card without her authorization.

Fanwood
Thursday, October 17, Akima

Stocks, 35, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a field investigation on
the 75 block of Martine Avenue on
an outstanding Newark warrant.
She was processed, posted bail and
released.

Friday, October 18, Joel Brito,
25, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and McCrea Place on
an active warrant out of Sayreville.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Saturday, October 19, John
Eckel, Jr., 67, of Iselin was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 500 block of North
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). Eckel,
who police said failed multiple
field sobriety tests at the scene,
was processed and released to a
responsible person.

Saturday, October 19, a resident
of the 60 block of Glenwood Road
reported an incident of criminal
mischief in which the mirror on
his motor vehicle was smashed.

Sunday, October 20, Latoya
Wynn, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
East 7th Street and Terrill Road on
an active warrant out of Plainfield.
She was processed, posted bail and
released.

Mountainside
Monday, October 14, Hakim A.

Ali, 58, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant issued by
the New Jersey State Police.

Tuesday, October 15, Nyjirah N.
Miles, 24, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside in the amount
of $500 after being picked up at
the Union County Probation Of-
fice.

Friday, October 18, Wilson
Solano-Cisneros, 31, of Middlesex
was arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident on
Route 22.

Friday, October 18, Blas H.
Barquin, 29, of Springfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside after being
transported to police headquarters
by the Kean University Police De-
partment. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Vendors Sought For
Bumble Bee Bazaar

ROSELLE PARK — The
Bumble Bee Bazaar will take place
on Saturday, November 23, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Church of the
Assumption. It will be held in the
church’s Lower Chiego Hall, lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place in
Roselle Park.

Vendors are needed for this event
and will have the opportunity to of-
fer their wares as holiday gifts. The
cost per vendor is $20 a table; tables
and chairs will be provided. Inter-
ested persons are asked to contact
Diane Burgos at (201) 522-8022 or
via e-mail at nany122@msn.com.
Space is limited.

Hosted by the Women of As-
sumption Ministry of the Church
of the Assumption, this biannual
event is held as a fundraiser. The
next one will take place in the
spring of 2014.
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MR. AND MRS. BRIAN JAMES
(She is the former Miss Alison Petrow)

Miss Alison Petrow
Marries Brian James

Miss Alison Petrow, the daughter
of Susan and Robert Petrow of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
June 29, to Brian James. He is the son
of Janice and Ronald James of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Fla.

The Reverend Joseph L. Muth, Jr.
officiated at the ceremony, which took
place at the Loyola Alumni Memo-
rial Chapel in Baltimore, Md., with
the bride given in marriage by her
father. A reception followed at The
Evergreen Museum in Baltimore.

A 2004 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Psychology from

Gettysburg College in 2008 and a
master’s degree in clinical psychol-
ogy from Loyola University in 2010.
She currently is a doctoral student of
clinical psychology at Indiana State
University.

The bridegroom is a 2004 graduate
of Loyola Blakefield High School in
Towson, Md. and earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Environmental Stud-
ies from Gettysburg College in 2008.
He is employed as a geospatial ana-
lyst at Fugro EarthData, Inc. in
Frederick, Md.

The couple spent their honeymoon
in St. Croix.

MR. AND MRS. BRIAN C. PLAGGE
(She is the former Ms. Danielle G. Partenope)

Ms. Danielle G. Partenope
Weds Brian C. Plagge

Ms. Danielle Grove Partenope,
daughter of Ed and Barbara
Partenope of Westfield, was mar-
ried on Friday, July 12, 2013, to
Brian Christopher Plagge. Brian is
the son of Christopher and Kathleen
Plagge of Port Monmouth, formerly
of Scotch Plains.

The evening ceremony and re-
ception took place at The Light-
house at Chelsea Piers in New York
City. Mrs. Jenny Cline, flutist from
Westfield, played a piece titled
“Wishes,” which was written by
renowned flutist and composer Gary
Schocker for the bride and groom.

A 2006 graduate of Westfield
High School, Danielle earned a
Bachelor of Music from The Col-
lege of New Jersey in 2010 and a
Master of Music in Flute Perfor-
mance from New York University
in 2012. She is employed as a music
teacher by the Bernards Township
School District and The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts.

Brian, a 2006 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,

earned a Bachelor of Music from
The College of New Jersey in 2010.
He is employed as a music teacher
by Oratory Preparatory School in
Summit and The New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts.

Following a wedding trip to
Brussels, Vienna and Salzburg, the
couple resides in Chatham.

Optimist Club to Present
Halloween Parade Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Optimist
Club of Westfield will present a
Halloween Parade this Sunday,
October 27. This event will be part
of the annual day of trick-or-treat-
ing in downtown Westfield, featur-
ing a children’s costume contest,
entertainment and roaming cos-
tumed characters.

Children participating in the pa-
rade should arrive at Quimby Street
by 2 p.m. The 2:30 p.m. parade
will start on Quimby Street and
proceed along North Avenue, Pros-
pect Street, East Broad Street, Elm
Street and return to Quimby Street.
The costume contest is for chil-
dren from pre-school through el-
ementary-school ages. An adult
should accompany young children.

The Halloween Parade will en-
hance the Downtown Westfield An-
nual Trick-or-Treat event from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The costume con-
test, to be held at 2 p.m. on Quimby
Street, is organized and sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration and Westfield downtown
businesses. All activities and the
parade will occur rain or shine.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
organizes and sponsors the
Westfield Halloween Parade. The
annual parade and related activi-
ties continue a long-standing Op-
timist Club tradition of providing
fun, entertaining and safe Hallow-

een family activities for the com-
munity. For information about the
Optimist Club Halloween Parade,
contact  Jeffrey Feldman at
feldmanjeffreym@gmail.com.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
is a not-for-profit service club com-
posed of men and women who live
and/or work in the Westfield area.
Club members participate in
projects and activities benefiting
youth and the community. For in-
formation about the Optimist Club
of Westfield,  contact
optimist@westfieldnj.com.

Pumpkin Decorating
Contest Set Saturday
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Celebrations Committee has an-
nounced that the Second Annual
Pumpkin Carving and Decorating
Contest will take place this Satur-
day, October 26, at 4 p.m., preced-
ing the Parent-Teacher Association
Trick-or-Trunk event.

Participants are asked to bring their
carved or decorated pumpkin for
judging to the festivities in the park-
ing lot across from Lincoln School
on Second Avenue. There will be a
prize awarded for each of the follow-
ing age categories: pre-K to grade 1;
grades 2 to 4; grades 5 to 8; high
school and adult. Cider and choco-
late candy bars will be provided for
all who attend. The rain date for the
event is Sunday, October 27, at 4 p.m.

Olympian Bukantz to Give
Talk on Maccabi at Brunch

WESTFIELD — All are welcome
to the Men’s Club Bagels and Lox
Brunch this Sunday, October 27, at
10 a.m. at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Olympic fencer and au-
thor Jeff Bukantz of Maccabi USA
will be the guest speaker.

Mr. Bukantz served as the general
chairman of the USA Maccabiah
Organizing Committee for the 19th
World Maccabiah Games, which
took place in Israel in July. He has
extensive experience with interna-
tional sports as an athlete, coach,
captain, organizer, referee and med-
allist with the USA Olympic Team
and Maccabi USA.

The presentation will include the
Maccabi USA video. Mr. Bukantz

will talk about his involvement in
fencing, Maccabi, the Olympics and
trying to follow in the footsteps of his
late father, Dan, as described in his
book, “Closing the Distance.” He will
describe his lifelong volunteerism
with USA Fencing and Maccabi USA
and the contrast of the two organiza-
tions, as well as the relevance of the
World Maccabiah Games.

A bagels-and-lox brunch will be
served. Interested persons are asked to
respond to mensclub@tewnj.org. A
suggested contribution of $5 is pay-
able at the door. Children may attend
free of charge. For more information,
contact Carolyn Shane, executive di-
rector, at (908) 232-6770, extension
no. 114, or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
the temple website, tewnj.org.

Program to Address
Caregiving at Holidays

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
program “Managing Holiday
Stress for Alzheimer’s Patient
Caregivers” on Tuesday, October
29, at 7 p.m. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

This session will offer practical
tips for balancing seasonal tradi-
tions and caregiving. Topics will
include ways to involve the person
with dementia in the festivities,
preparing family members for holi-
day gifts, and guidelines for deco-
rating safely.

Amy Matthews from the New
Jersey chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association will be the guest
speaker. She will set aside 30 min-
utes after her presentation for ques-
tions and discussion.

The event will be free and open
to the public. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Calendar link, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

F-SP to Hold Parade,
Costume Contest

FANWOOD — The annual
Fanwood and Scotch Plains Hal-
loween Parade and Costume Con-
test will take place on Thursday,
October 31, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Presented by the Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission and Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, the
festivities will kick off in the
Fanwood Memorial Library park-
ing lot at North and Forest Av-
enues with Trunk-or-Treat, where
a slew of surprise treats will await
trick-or-treaters. Trunks will close
by 6 p.m.

Children and adults wishing to
march in the parade should as-
semble in front of the library by 6
p.m. The parade will depart at 6:15
p.m. from there for LaGrande Park.
Once the parade arr ives at
LaGrande Park, at approximately
6:30 p.m., the costume contest will
begin for children of all ages. Ad-
ditionally, anyone who wants to
enter a pumpkin in the Jack-o-Lan-
tern Contest should bring his or
her carved creation to the park and
fill out an entry form by 6:30 p.m.
Prizes will be awarded for the best
costumes and the best jack-o-lan-
terns.

Free cider and doughnuts will be
available, as well as free coffee
from Mara’s and free Halloween
crafts courtesy of Be Craftful.

GW Lions to Present
Halloween Parade

GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s an-
nual Halloween Parade on Thursday,
October 31. The parade will step off
promptly at 7 p.m.

After assembling at Willow Av-
enue and Center Street, marchers will
proceed to the Lincoln School gym-
nasium on Second Avenue. Costume
judging will take place in the school’s
gymnasium.

For more information about
Lionism and membership, call Peggy
Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

SAVE MONEY! 

( 9 0 8 ) 2 2 8 - 2 4 9 3

www.GreenEnergy-NJ.com

Home Energy Audits 

• Insulation & HVAC Upgrades • State Rebates 

• Lower Utility Bills • Increase Home Comfort 

Cal l  About 50%  off  Audi ts 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of
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‘Y’ Slates Program
For Healthy Back

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” will offer a new, four-week
program entitled “Way to a Healthy
Back” at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
The program will run on Fridays from
November 1 to November 22 from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

AmeriCare Physical Therapy will
provide the knowledge and tools to
put individuals in control of their
back and neck. Participants will learn
posture tips, core exercises and proper
body mechanics, including safety
with lifting, bending, sitting and
standing. After four weeks, attendees
will leave the program with general-
ized exercises for reducing the risk of
back injuries.

The class will be open to both “Y”
members and non-members. Regis-
tration is available now online at
westfieldynj.org or in person at the
Welcome Center. For questions or
for more information on the “Way to
a Healthy Back” program, contact
Jean White, Health and Wellness di-
rector, at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 246, or by e-mail at
jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

– Obituaries –
Lawrence G. Foster, 88, Was Corp. VP

Of Pub. Relations at Johnson & Johnson
Former Johnson & Johnson Cor-

porate Vice-President of Public Re-
lations, Lawrence G. Foster, who
guided the company’s now famous
response to the Tylenol crises of
1982 and 1986, died on Thursday,
October 17, at the age of 88.

Mr. Foster joined Johnson &
Johnson in 1957, in-
trigued by General Rob-
ert Wood Johnson and
the challenge of helping
to form the company’s
first public relations de-
partment. He was Direc-
tor of Public Relations
and Assistant to the
Chairman before becom-
ing Corporate Vice-
President of Public Re-
lations. During his 33
years with Johnson &
Johnson he reported to
three chairmen/CEOs.
He retired in 1990.

He was a graduate of St. Mary’s
High School, Rutherford, N.J. in 1943
and Penn State University in 1948.
After graduating from Penn State, Mr.
Foster joined the staff of the Newark
News and his reporting assignments
included New Jersey’s tumultuous
politics. He headed two news bureaus,
and in 1954 became the newspaper’s
night editor at the age of 29.

While at Penn State, Mr. Foster
was managing editor of the Daily
Collegian and a member of Tau
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, and after
graduating he remained actively in-
volved with the university. He was
honored with the Distinguished
Alumnus Award in 1979 and the
Lion’s Paw Medal for Service to the
university in 1999. He served as a
university trustee from 1980 to 1989
and president of the Alumni Asso-
ciation in 1972. His volunteer ser-
vice and philanthropy to the univer-
sity has spanned more than 50 years.

Upon retiring from Johnson &
Johnson in 1990, Mr. Foster ful-
filled a long-standing ambition by
writing and publishing the biogra-
phy of Robert Wood Johnson, “Rob-
ert Wood Johnson: The Gentleman
Rebel,” in 1999, which has been
distributed to every public and col-
lege library in the nation. He also is
author of “A Company That Cares,
the 100-year history of Johnson &
Johnson” in 1986 and “Robert Wood
Johnson and His Credo: A Living
Legacy” in 2008.

Mr. Foster was the recipient of
four of the highest awards in public
relations: the prestigious Alexander
Hamilton Medal from the Institute
for Public Relations in 2007, for
lifetime contributions to the profes-
sion; the Atlas Award from the Pub-
lic Relations Society of America in

1998, for lifetime
achievement in inter-
national public rela-
tions; the Hall of Fame
Award from the Arthur
W. Page Society in
1994; and in 1989 the
Gold Anvil Award, also
from PRSA, for con-
tributions to the pro-
fession. PRWeek
magazine named Mr.
Foster one of the 10
most influential pub-
lic relations executives
of the 20th century.

He was a founder and past chair-
man of the Advisory Board of the
Arthur W. Page Center for Integrity
in Public Communication at Penn
State University’s College of Com-
munications; a 16-year trustee of
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion in Princeton, N.J., the nation’s
largest health care philanthropy;
former president of the Arthur W.
Page Society; and chairman of The
Wisemen.

He was predeceased by a brother,
Donald J. Foster. He is survived by
his wife of 64 years, Ellen Miller
Foster; brother, Kenneth A. Foster;
daughter, Cynthia Falck, and hus-
band, Brian; son, David L. Foster,
V.M.D., and wife, Lucy; daughter,
Nanci Carlson, and husband, Carl;
son, Gregg M. Foster, and wife,
Sandra; son, Lawrence G. Foster,
III, M.D., and wife, Patricia; 10
grandchildren and one great-grand-
child.

A funeral mass was offered on
Monday, October 21, 2013, at The
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
in Westfield, N.J. Burial was private.

His Life Celebration was held on
Monday, October 21, under the di-
rection of Gray Funeral Directors of
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
would be appreciated to the Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank, 3908
Corey Road, Harrisburg, Pa. 17109,
or to the charity of your choosing.
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Flu Clinics Available
In Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Health Department will hold
flu clinics for Scotch Plains residents
age 65 and older and those under age
65 with a long-term health condition.

Medicare recipients are required to
bring their Medicare cards with them
to the clinics. Flu shots not covered by
Medicare will be offered at a reduced
rate of $15. The clinics will be held on
Saturday, October 26, from 9 a.m. to
noon, in the courtroom of the munici-
pal building at 430 Park Avenue; Tues-
day, October 29, from 10 a.m. to noon,
at St. John’s Baptist Church, 2387
Morse Avenue, and October 29, from
1 to 2 p.m., at the Senior Citizen
Housing on Lake Avenue.

For more information, call Town-
ship Nurse Michele Kowal at her
Rahway office at (732) 827-2158. The
Health Department also plans to offer
blood screenings at reduced rates. In-
formation concerning this program
should be addressed to the Scotch
Plains Health Department at (908)
322-6700, extension nos. 309 or 310.

Antique Expo In Westfield
To Support Local Charities

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
West office of Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage and Nancy’s
Fancy Antiques will present a
“What’s It Worth?” Antique Expo
on Sunday, November 3, from 1 to
4 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus,

located at 2400 North Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

A portion of all proceeds will
benefit the New Jersey Anti-Hun-
ger Coalition, Habitat for Human-
ity, the Make-A-Wish Foundation
and Operation Jersey Cares through
the Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage Cares Foundation, the
company’s philanthropic arm.

The entrance fee for the event is
$45, which will include verbal ap-
praisals for two items from five top
New York City antique and vintage
appraisers, all part of Nancy’s Fancy
Antiques team, in the following cat-
egories: estate jewelry, sports
memorabilia, stamps, coins, toys
and decorative arts such as furni-
ture, porcelain, pottery, silver, fine
art, clocks and watches. Raffle items
and refreshments also will be avail-
able at the expo.

To purchase tickets in advance, visit
the Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage Westfield West office at 600
North Avenue, West, in Westfield. Tick-
ets also will be sold at the door. Cash
and checks will be accepted.

Nancy’s Fancy Antiques is owned
and operated by Nancy Marshall,
who has been in the antique and
fashion business in New York for
many years.

For more information, contact
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage Westfield West at (908) 233-
0065 or visit  facebook.com/
ColdwellBankerWestfieldNJ and
C o l d we l l B a n ke r M ove s . c o m /
Westfield-West.

Ruth C. Tate, 88, Lived In Westfield;
Top Realtor and Accomplished Golfer

Ruth C. Tate, 88, passed away on
Saturday, October 19, at home sur-
rounded by her family.

Born and raised in
Jamestown, N.Y., she
moved to Westfield in
the early 1950s. She be-
gan selling real estate in
1957 at The Johnson
Agency in Westfield,
later moving to
Peterson-Ringle Realty
in Scotch Plains. She
joined Schlott Realtors
in the late 1980s, which
became Coldwell
Banker in 1991. She was
the number one Realtor in the
Westfield area for over 25 years.

Ruth was an accomplished golfer
and a longtime member of the

Plainfield Country Club.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Leon, in 1996 and is survived
by her daughter, Pamela
Doerner of Venice, Fla.;
her son, Charles, of New
York City and her sister,
Betty Hinderer of
Asheville, N.Y.

Her viewing and Life
Celebration were held on
Tuesday, October 22, at
the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. A service took
place at Gray’s yesterday,
Wednesday, October 23,

followed by burial at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. For online condo-
lences, visit grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Thomas Hackett, Sr., 73, Navy Veteran;
Enjoyed Time With Family and Friends
Thomas W. Hackett, Sr., 73, of

Westfield passed away peacefully
at home on Wednes-
day, October 16, 2013,
surrounded by his lov-
ing family.

Mr. Hackett was born
in Berea, Ohio and had
lived in Westfield since
1943. He was a gradu-
ate of Westfield High
School and retired from
the U.S. Navy. While in
the Navy he served
aboard the USS Constel-
lation CVA64. He later
worked as a master me-
chanic and welder for
Ameron Pipe Lining Di-
vision, followed by
Hertz Equipment.

He also was a teacher, scout leader,
softball coach and an outstanding
husband, father, grandfather, brother,
brother-in-law and friend. He loved
to sail, laugh, joke and spend as much
time as possible with family and

friends.
He will be deeply missed by his

beloved wife of 49 years, Dorothy
(Stewart) Hackett; their
children, Thomas W.
Hackett, Jr., Sharon
Hackett-Cuillo and
Christopher M.
Hackett, and his grand-
children, Adrianna,
Thomas III, Keira,
Jaimz and Matthew,
along with his sister,
Patricia Greer. He will
be truly missed by all!

A Memorial Mass
will be celebrated on
Saturday, October 26,
at 11 a.m. at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catho-

lic Church in Westfield.
Donations in his memory made to

the Westfield Rescue Squad would
be appreciated. For further informa-
tion, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Nina Foley, 90, Had Been Secretary;
Active In Church and Women’s Clubs
Nina (Campbell) Foley, 90,

passed away on Tuesday, October
15, 2013, at Meadow Lakes Senior
Living in East Windsor.

Born in Woodhaven, N.Y., she was
raised in Hollis, Queens and was a
longtime resident of Cedar Grove be-
fore moving to Westfield in 1988 and
then to East Windsor two years ago.

Mrs. Foley had been a secretary
for Dr. Robert Parkin in Montclair.

She was the past president of the
Woman’s Club of Little Falls and of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield, and
had been a docent for the Israel Crane
House in Montclair. Mrs. Foley also
was active for many years in the
Community Church of Cedar Grove.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Clayson W. Foley,
and her brother, Clifford B.
Campbell.

Surviving are two loving chil-
dren, Leslie Ann Kopf and her hus-
band, Frank, and Paul Campbell
Foley and his wife, Kirsten; her
sister-in-law, Doris Walton, and four
beloved grandchildren, Elizabeth
and Daniel Kopf and Colleen and
Krista Foley.

Contributions in her memory may
be made to the First Congregational
Church of Westfield Memorial
Fund.

Arrangements are by Dooley Fu-
neral Home of Cranford.
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Nancy L. Merola
The obituary originally published

in other local publications shortly
after Ms. Merola’s death contained
incorrect information about her sur-
viving family.

Nancy L. Merola (née Turlowicz)
of Bedminster, formerly of Union
Township, died at age 50 on August
31, 1999 at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Newark, Ms. Merola had
lived in Union for 44 years prior to
moving to Bedminster. She was a
manager of provider relations for the
Summit Medical Group for nine years.

Ms. Merola is survived by a son,
Philip; daughter, Michele; sisters,
Sandra Turlowicz and Carol Bania,
and her mother, Felicia Turlowicz
(now deceased).
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Senior Council Fair to Focus
On Nutrition and Health

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizens Council of Union County
will hold its Eighth Annual Health
and Life Style Fair on Thursday,
November 7, at L’Affaire, located at
1099 Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

Besides providing attendees with
health screenings and a wide range
of information on healthcare con-
cerns and lifestyle issues such as
recreational programs and in-home
care, this year’s event will focus on
nutrition and health.

Doors for the health fair will open
at 8:45 a.m. with exhibits and free on-
site screenings. A continental break-
fast will be served followed by a
special presentation on “Nutrition and
Your Health” beginning at 10 a.m.

“The prescription to better health
is related to what we eat. By taking
advantage of ‘nutrition solutions,’ we
can improve our health dramatically,”
said Ellen Steinberg, chairwoman of
the Union County Senior Council.

“Knowing how to eat healthy can
extend our lives,” added Richard
Stone, executive director of the Se-
nior Council. “It is a lifestyle choice
that we can implement.”

The featured speakers will be Dr.
Barry Levinson, medical director of
the Trinitas Regional Medical
Center’s Comprehensive Cancer

Center; Lauren Bernstein, registered
dietician and certified diabetes edu-
cator at Robert Wood Johnson Medi-
cal Center; Dr. Karen Ensle, depart-
ment head, Family and Community
Health Sciences at Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension; and Kristine
Nicholson, healthy eating specialist
at Whole Foods Market.

These professionals will discuss
how changing one’s diet can impact
personal health. Additionally, they
will discuss the effect of diet on
diabetes, arthritis, heart disease, os-
teoporosis and cancer.

As in the past, attendees will be
able to take advantage of the free on-
site health screenings from local hos-
pitals including Runnells, Overlook,
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
and Robert Wood Johnson, in addi-
tion to hearing tests conducted by
Total Hearing. Screenings will be
available from 9 a.m. to noon.

There is no charge for this pro-
gram, but it is requested that inter-
ested persons respond in advance.
For more information, or to respond,
contact the Union County Senior Citi-
zens Council at (908) 964-7555. The
Union County Senior Citizens Coun-
cil is a not-for-profit organization
devoted to the needs of older Ameri-
cans, their families and caregivers.

Imagine to Host Workshop
To Help Youth With Grief

WESTFIELD — In anticipation
of Children’s Grief Awareness Day
on Thursday, November 21, Imag-
ine, A Center for Coping with Loss
will host a workshop on Thursday,
November 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. for
parents and professionals to raise
awareness about the impact of loss
on children and how adults can
help foster resilience in children
and teens in grief. The workshop
will take place at the Jewish Com-
munity Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

During the workshop, Dr. Donna
Schuurman, national director of The
Dougy Center for Grieving Chil-
dren in Portland, Ore., will present

information about being a compan-
ion to a child in grief. Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss is
based on The Dougy Center model.

This workshop will help partici-
pants explore ways to provide sup-
port and compassion to any grieving
child in their life. There will be a $20
suggested donation at the door. Pre-
registration is encouraged.

For more information, contact
mandi@imaginenj.org or call (908)
264-3100. Workshop sponsors in-
clude the JCC of Central New Jer-
sey, Atlantic Health Systems, Bra-
dley Funeral Homes, Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center and the Can-
cer Support Community of Cen-
tral Jersey.

RWJ Rahway Foundation
Schedules Fashion Show

AREA — The RWJ Rahway
Foundation’s 22nd Annual Fashion
Show will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 2, at the Bridgewater Marriott.
Proceeds from the event will benefit
the programs and services of RWJ
Rahway. Doors will open at 11 a.m.

“The Fashion Show Committee is
committed to supporting our hospi-
tal, and has raised over $735,000 for
RWJ Rahway’s programs and ser-
vices,” said Marlene H. Lubinger,
Foundation president.

In addition to Committee Chair-
woman Cindy Timoni, committee
members include Foundation Chair-
person Bernice “Bunny” Bowen;
Foundation Vice-Chairwoman
Michele Chen; Foundation Trustees
Marguerite Bejgrowicz and Chris-
tine Kline; Ms. Lubinger and com-
munity members Diane Basniak-
Wiesen, Marietta Ciesla, Gia Gore,
Lillian Heide, Joan Katen, Samantha
Kowalczyk, Karen Kowalenko, D.O.,
Susan Kowalenko, Esq., Rosanne
Krewedl, Marla Lind, Joyce Morway
and Sylvia Verrastro.

More than 100 gift baskets will be
part of the event’s boutique auction.
There also will be a 50/50 raffle and
the chance to win one of four raffle
prizes – a two-tone 14 karat gold zig
zag necklace and matching bracelet;
a Samsung 40-inch LED HD televi-
sion; a two-tone Silver Circles of Life
pendant, donated by Kennedy Jewel-
ers of Rahway, and an overnight stay
for two with dinner and breakfast at
the Bridgewater Marriott. Raffle tick-
ets are now available for sale at the
hospital.

A luncheon and musical fashion
show by Journey Productions will

follow. The show will feature a col-
lection of girls’ clothes from The
Rose Garden, New York. The cost is
$60 per person.

For reservations or journal infor-
mation regarding the Fashion Show
or to make a donation to the RWJ
Rahway Foundation, call the Foun-
dation Office at (732) 499-6135 or e-
mail foundation@rwjuhr.com. Do-
nations also may be made online at
rwjuhr.com.

CELEBRATING RWJ...Foundation Chairperson Bunny Bowen, Event Manager
Marie Galvin, Cindy Timoni, Fashion Show chairwoman, and Marlene H. Lubinger,
Foundation president, celebrate the RWJ Rahway Foundation Fashion Show’s
21st year at the Bridgewater Marriott on November 3, 2012. This year’s event will
take place on Saturday, November 2, again at the Bridgewater Marriott.

Alan S. Dunning, Law Firm Partner;
Active In Education, Fighting Poverty

Alan Smith Dunning died in New
York City on Tuesday, October 15,
2013, surrounded by his family fol-
lowing a courageous year-long battle
with pancreatic cancer.

Alan was born on June 8, 1946 to
the late Ranald and Harriet (Freeman)
Dunning. His brother was the late
Bruce Gardner Dunning. He was raised
in Westfield, N.J. and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1964. Alan
majored in history at Princeton Uni-
versity, where he received a Bachelor
of Arts degree, magna cum laude, in
1968. He married Anne Catherine
Cuckler at the Princeton University
Chapel on May 30, 1970. In 1971
Alan received a J.D. degree from Yale
Law School and became a member of
the Bar of New York.

Alan joined the law firm of Cleary
Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP in
1971, where he was a partner for 28
years until his retirement in 2008. An
international corporate finance spe-
cialist, his practice included securi-
ties offerings, money market transac-
tions, acquisitions and financings in
the United States and international
capital markets. He began his career
in New York but spent 17 years in the
firm’s offices in London, Hong Kong
and Frankfurt. Alan also served on
the firm’s legal personnel and profes-
sional responsibility committees.

Alan was committed to various
organizations. While living in Sum-
mit, N.J. in the 1980s and 1990s,
Alan was active in the Summit Public
Schools. He and his wife, Anne, were
co-presidents of the Summit Middle
School Parent-Teacher Association
from 1988 through 1989. Alan was
on the Summit Board of Education
from 1990 through 1996, serving as
president from May 1991 through

May 1992. While living in Frankfurt,
Alan was the Princeton University
Alumni Schools chair, arranging and
conducting alumni interviews for all
Princeton applicants from Germany.
A summer resident of Mantoloking,
N.J. since the early 1980s, Alan served
as the treasurer of the Mantoloking
Yacht Club from 2010 through 2012.

For the past several years, Alan was
a dedicated member of the board of
trustees of The International Institute
of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR), an
international development, research
and training organization designed to
enable communities in rural Africa
and Asia and those working with them
to develop innovative and practical
solutions to poverty. Alan also served
on IIRR’s Executive Committee and
chaired its Finance and Budget Com-
mittee since 2011.

Family, friends and travel were
Alan’s passions. He raised children
in four different countries and took
them on adventures throughout North
America, Europe, Africa and Asia.
During his retirement, Alan enjoyed
spending time with his grandchil-
dren and exploring his new home of
New York City.

Alan is survived by his beloved
wife, Anne; children, John, Catherine
and her husband, Craig Lapham,
Mary Kay and Ashley, and his grand-
children, Griffin, Colette and Walker.

A Memorial Mass for Alan will be
held tomorrow, Friday, October 25,
2013, at 11 a.m. at St. Ignatius Loyola
Church at 84th Street and Park Av-
enue in New York City.

Donations in Alan’s memory can
be made to The Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network: bit.ly/
ASDMemorial.

October 24, 2013
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Westfield High School Principal,

Peter Renwick, announces the fourth
marking period honor roll for the
2012-2013 school year. Westfield
High School recognizes student
achievement every marking period at
two levels: Honor Roll and Distin-
guished Honor Roll. Determination
of inclusion on the Honor Roll is
based on the following criteria: For
the Distinguished Honor Roll, the
GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0
with no grade lower than a B. For the
Honor Roll, the GPA must be be-
tween 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.

Ninth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Robert Abbott, Isaac Amador,
Devin Anderson, Hannah Angus,
Andrew Annitsakis, Matthew Baker,
Steven Barmakian, Jake Barrow,
Caroline Barry, Caroline Basil, Chloe
Beauchamp, Madeline Berry, Noelle
Blackford, James Bohlinger, Ryan
Bowman, Sarah Boyle, Kevin
Bronander, Sarah Broughton,
Katherine Brown, Anna Browne,
Lauren Busardo, Matthew Busardo,
Daniel Alex Campbell,  Ife
Campbell, Max Carle, Courtney
Casale, Claire Cassie, Albert Chen,
Gabrielle Cofone, Isabelle Cohen,
David Collins, Benjamin Cook,
Santiago Correa, Greta Crandall,
Daniel Criscuolo, Nicole Cristiano,
Ryan Daniel, Sarah Davis, Marina De
Cotiis, Kayla Derman, Julia Di Bella,
Elisabeth Diamantopoulos, Christian
Dobosiewicz, Kelly Dorry, Sidharth
Eleswarapu, Edward Encinas, Lucas
Fan, Alan Fang, Caroline Felix, Jack
Fico, Cecile Fountain-Jardim, Kevin
Frega, Alexander Frisch, Julia
Frontero, Samantha Gargiulo, Isabella
Gelfand, Rachel Geskin, Jessica Gold,
Jonathan Gorczyca, Mary Gouldson,
Jarek Gozdieski, Veronica Grycan,
Frankanthony Guerriero, Hannah
Haar, Bridget Harrington, Emily
Hecht, Liam Heinbokel, Eloise
Hendricks, Jordan Hindes, Kenneth
Hoerle, Abigail Hurwitz, Ana Ionescu,
Alison Jaruzelski, Maya Jonsson,
Stephanie Jung, Natalie Karter, Nicho-
las Kay, Jessica Keenan, Shanna Kelly,
William Kelly, Yeoun Ju Kim,
Catherine King, Emily Kirschner, Jake
Klofta, Ann-Sophie Koglin, Thomas
Kohler, Jacob Kurstedt, Marija
Landeka, Kevin Law, Brian Lawrence,
Brandon Leuthold, Raquel Levy,
Mackail Liederman, Briana Litchholt,
Jesse Liu, Celeste Loffredo, Olivia
Loggia, Olivia Luzzi, Erin Malley,
Jack Manning, Michael Masciale, Sara
Massimo, Grace Mastronardi, Rachel
Mattessich, Paige McCann, Katherine
McDonald, Emily McGann, Kyle
McIntyre, Hannah McLane, Megan
Melillo, Ben Meltzer, Felicia Mermer,
Lillian Metzger, Carlee Miller,
Michael Mizus, Michael Mobarakai,
Evan Moore, Allyson Morgenthal,
Sarah Morton, Nick Mueller, Hopper
Murray, Owen Murray, Julia Myers,
Kathleen Nogan, Michael O’Connor,

Kevin Palmer, Rebecca Pariente,
Alyssa Pascoguin, Anthony Pericolo,
Grace Pfeifer, Danielle Pinney, Nova
Qi, Jenna Rediker, Jenna Reed, Hailey
Reilly, Bryanna Reinhardt, Tyler Ricci,
Lauren Rigney, Christopher Rinaldi,
Jacob Ritter, Fiona Rosenthal, Tyler
Roth, Hope Rothenberg, Andrejs
Rumpeters, Drew Russo, Thomas
Sabato, Isabella Salerno, Nicolas
Salvato, Marcelo Santos, Claudia
Sarkos, Brooke Schaeffer, Dylan Scott,
Haley Sharlow, Chanel Shum,
Catherine Simon, Julia Simpson,
Christina Sloan, Elizabeth Smith, Ryan
Soldati, Helen Sparrow, Sarah Steiner,
William Stern, Emma Stierhoff, Alexa
Stiles, Erik Swanson, Kelsey Swingle,
Gary Taks, Katherine Tang, Aaron
Tavasi, Blake Taylor, Shelby Taylor,
Allyson Tazbin, Evan Trott, Megan
Troutman, Scott Tupper, Christopher
Varano, Katarina Von Der Wroge,
Michael Vricella-Stokes, Matthias
White, Paige Whitman, Abigail Wil-
son, Constanza Wolff, Allison Worms,
Connie Wu, Diana Wu, Justin Yoon,
Devin Zrebiec

Honor Roll
Sophia Alvarez, Nicholas Antonelli,

Molly Bandelli, Sydney Barber, Luke
Beaulieu, Jonathan Bergman,
Samantha Beurer, Christopher
Boutsikaris, Mitchell Bryk, Alexandra
Capotorto, Michael Carides, Cameron
Chin, John Ciarrocca, Margaret
Clarkson, Brendan Collum, Owen
Colwell, Kevin Dougherty, Carlie
Fasano, Lauren Fazio, Matthew Fazio,
Sara Fetter, Madeline Flaherty, Will-
iam Frey, Sean Gallagher, Kelly
Giacone, James Guiendon, William
Harmer, Hannah Hawkins, Tadj Hay-
ward, Lexi Holzer, Madeline
Hudelson, Samuel Karnofsky, John
Anthony Katsingris, Madeline
Kevelson, Taylor Kirby, Elise Lloyd,
Cody Lynes, Erin Mackenzie, Claire
Magnanini, Patrick McCormack, Ed-
ward Mebane, Amalia Montes, Emily
Mordkovich, Andrew Natko, Maria
Nemeth, Timothy Norris, Shannon O
Donnell, Hannah Priscoe, Emilee
Ramirez, Amelia Ritter, Nicholas
Rizzi, Jennifer Rogers, Evan Rooney,
Julia Ross, Claudia Savickas, Molly
Skowron, Douglas Smith, Pavel
Stepaniouk, Camryn Sullivan,
Cassandra Teschner, Kelly Travers,
Jessica Whang, Laine Yamano

Tenth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Dereck Amakye, Lauren
Androconis, Phoebe Aronds,
Sameena Asija, Elise Ballan, Ben-
jamin Bass, Sophie Bass, Jessica

Bebel, Alexander Bennett, Megan
Blutfield, Gabrielle Brennan, Victoria
Breza, Samantha Bromberg, John
Bunting, Kimberly Burns, Christo-
pher Caminiti, Nicholas Cannone,
Paige Carlin, Eamon Caton, Sabrina
Cavanagh, Amanda Cheung, Bryan
Chou, Grace Cook, William
Crenshaw, Katherine Crowley,
Lauren D’Amico, Michael Dazzo,
Bianca De Vito, Kayleigh Denner,
Nicole DiGiorgio, Molly Dombroski,
Lauren Echausse, Shelby Estevez,
Zoe Federbusch, Justin Fernandez,
Max Flysch, Emily Forcht, Samantha
Francisco, Erin Frankel, Jane Franks,
Andrew Frantz, Rebecca Freer, Jen-
nifer Frega, Matthew Friedman,
Michael Friel, Matthew Gaudin, Jared
Geoghan, Hannah Goldring, Nicole
Graf, Aidan Hamilton, Erin Hart,
Molly Hart, Andrew Harting-Smith,
Austin Hinel, Benjamin Howell,
James Hunter, Isabelle Ick, Leah Iosif,
Bryan Jackler, Kyle Jason, Ansh
Jhaveri, Brian Johnson, Bryn
Johnston, Caroline Kacmarsky, Carly
Kalis, Jacob Kania, Katherine Ko,
Jessica Koenigsberg, Alison
Krakauer, Andrew Kuznetsov, Jorge
Ledesma, Hongju Lee, Zachary
Levan, Frances Ling, Jason Liu, Maria
Lizzo, Rachel Logan, Michael
Maguire, Jameson Maher, Natalie
Marcotullio, Andrew Marino, Sara
McCutcheon, Judy McDonald, John
McKinley, Johanna Mermer, Mary
Meyo, Erica Millwater, Helen
Mizrach, Maya Moritz, Nicholas
Moynihan, Rita Murphy, Jacqueline
Napolitano, Melanie Nettler, Corinne
Petersen, Meghan Pettit, Anthony
Pirrone, Emily Posyton, Michael
Poyntz, Luke Prybylski, Jennifer
Raba, Chelsea Rader, Jack Reinhard,
Jordan Robertson, Thomas
Rohwetter, Christopher Romano,
Claudia Romeo, Jack Rose, Samuel
Salberg, Emily Schuman, Logan
Schwartz, Lillian Scott, Dana
Seigelstein, Juliette Smith, Anastasia
Smolenski, Bobbi Snyder, Evan
Steinfield, Caroline Stocking, Hermes
Suen, Meghan Summers, Kristen
Toth, Nina Wang, Amy West, Chris-
topher Why, Mikayla Williams, Olivia
Windorf, Eli Wirtshafter, Andrew
Zale, Katelyn Zelko

Honor Roll
Marissa Alvarez, Meredith Bag-

ger, Morgan Biglin, John Birle, Seth
Botos, Valeria Bouchoueva, Eliza
Bryen, Bianca Buecklers, Lisa
Calello, Madeline Capodanno, Will-
iam Chandler, William Chen, Elena
Chermak, Katherine Chou, Amanda
Christian, Daniel Coelho, Daniel
Cronin, Jacqueline Daaleman,
Courtney Day, Daniel Docampo,
Katherine Duffy, Colin Dursee, Astha
Dutta, Kevin Echausse, Bryan Evans,
Patrick Evans, Adam Federbusch,
Elizabeth Fox, Jackson Frontero, John
Fuller, Gregory Gao, Lyaman Gilman,
Christina Griesmer, Jaime Gunchar,
Rachel Hayden, Johnathan Henkel,
Eric Herber, Alexandru Ionescu,
Kevin Irving, Margot Johnston,
Norna Jules, Benjamin Kim, John
Kirkland, Jacqueline Knapp, Timo-
thy Korth, Conor Krueger, Jack Lee,
John Lindros, Meredith Luerssen,
Julia Marchiano, Leandra Margolies,
Mia Miller, Daniel Mitchell, Megan
Mondon, Julian Mone, Griffin
Mooney, Kelly Morrison, Anna
O’Brian, Charlie O’Brien, Samantha
Paoletti, Christopher Pettit, Christo-
pher Prasek, Jason Previlon, David
Reverendo, Samantha Riley,
Alexandra Rood, Amy Rosenzweig,
Courtney Ryan, Michela Sabba,
Victoria Scognamiglio, Emily
Serafin, Maren Siegel, Lisa Simon,

Georgia Slater, Melanie Snyder,
Amanda Spiezio, Jillian Stock,
Lindsey Strauss, Christopher
Sullivan, Dhruv Tikku, Dominique
Vo, Cara Wansaw, Mallory Weisse

Eleventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Tristen Abaya, Ashley Abbott,
Kaitlin Abrams, Elena Arida, Jane
Aronds, Nora Aronds, Caroline
Baldwin, Audrey Bangs, Alexander
Beals, Alexandra Berry, Julia Bieber,
Gabrielle Bleich, Kathleen Bond,
Harry Brafman, Natalie Brennan,
Gabrielle Buckman, Eric Cantor,
Andrew Capuano, Andrew
Castellone, Anna Centrella, Estelle
Cervantes, Abigail Cook, Sarah
Cronin, Brittany Cuellar, Conner
Cummings, Erika Daniel, Sarah
Marie Davidson, Jennifer De Candia,
Gianna De Vito, Tyler Debbie,
Stephen Della Fera, Olivia Dembiec,
Alexa Derman, Nicole Deroux, Leia
Descalzi, Nicole Devitt, Allison Dia-
mond, Brandon Egert, Benjamin
Eisenberg, Jared Ellner, Michael
Esler, Rachel Fan, Cynthia Faris, Shea
Fitzpatrick, Evan Garfinkel, Edwin
Gee, Mark Gillespie, Geneva
Gleason, Elizabeth Gonzalez, David
Gruskin, Melanie Grycan, Victoria
Guerriero, Oona Harrigan, Patrick
Harris, Kristin Hauge, Sara Hoerrner,
Rachel Holtzman, Dane Huber, Luke
Iorio, Matthew Jenkins, Jake Kaplan,
Jake Katz, Madeline Katz, Jack
Kessler, Michelle Kim, Caroline
King, Alicia Kohl, Rebecca Kreutzer,
Mackenzie Kuhl, David Kushner,
Julia Kuzman, Brendan Law,
Hongeun Lee, Carly Levine, Lucia
Liu, Hannah Mackenzie, Michael
Magierski, Shannon Malley, Brian
Mandel, Emily Mastrocola, Kelly
Mazzucco, Kathleen Mc Cutcheon,
Luke Mc Grory, Thomas McDonald,
Emily McLane, Brittany Mccarthy,
Nicholas Mennona, Stephanie Milan,
Nora Moriarty, Christina Mosco,
Daniel Myers, Julia Napolitano,
Elisabeth Neylan, Lauren Nogan,
Matthew Nuzzo, Alexandra Palatucci,
Sophia Palia, Abigail Paone, Anthony
Parker, Brianna Parkinson, Madeline
Pfeifer, Megan Pinna, Francis Pinney,
Rebecca Plotkin, Christana Psyhojos,
Thomas Pyle, Kristin Ragoza, Mary
Rippe, Calvin Robertshaw, Michael
Roggenburg, Jill Rosenfeld, Kim-
berly Roth, Neldina Sandeep, Daniel
Sanders, Elena Scarano, Olivia
Schiffer, Lauren Schmeider, Alex
Schneider, Benjamin Schuman,
Amanda Schwarz, Lydia Anne Sea-
man, Katherine Seery, Zachary Sheil,
Sophia Shiffman, Andreia Silva,
Emily Simpson, Andrew Stockwell,
Gabrielle Stravach, Anna Tanji, Maria
Tata, Sean Tracey, Tiffany Tsui, Dara
Tucker, Kristen Villane, Fraser Weist,
Aaron Wenta, Michaela Winberg,
Amanda Womelsdorf, Francis Wong,
Jingyan Xiao, Tiffany Youssef

Honor Roll
Julia Abbattista, Grace Aronds,

Matthew Barber, Benjamin Bass,
Anna Ming Bauer, Sean Beattie, Wil-
liam Bennett, Anna Bloomfield, Sean
Bohrod, Tyler Bowman, Jacob
Boyle, Ida Chen, Sandy Guerim
Choi, Julia Criscuolo, Jeremie
Dedea, Julia Diamantopoulos, Jack-
son Dumont, Andersen Eckert,
Philip Edwards, Vikranth
Eleswarapu, Christine Ferraro, Jus-
tin Fields, Amanda Fischer, Jack
Foley, Ethan Frisch, Sophia
Goldschmidt, Jenna Helfand, Jus-
tin Hertzberg, Dalton Herzog,
Christopher Hogge, Belle Hutchins,
Ian Hutchinson, Sadie Jezierski,
Christopher Kattak, Rachel
Kaufman, Rebecca Kraus, Daniel

Kuhn, Anna Labrozzi,  Mate
Landeka, Gemma Larche,
Bernadette Latimer, Matthew
Lazzarotti, Olivia Le Warn, Gideon
Lee, Lyndsay Lee, Bryon Lessner,
Tyler Lessner, Alexander Lopez,
Monica Ludwinski, Matthew
Luppino, Victor Magierski, Mor-
gan Maloney, Morgan Mc Alister,
Madeline McCready, Sarah
McIntyre, Austin Miller, Hannah
Moloshok, Alexandra Mossawir,
William Murtishaw, Megan
Newhard, William Nisley, Jaclyn
O’Connor, Lauren Oates, Joseph
Ohaus, Emma Prevoznak, Thomas
Randazzo, Pearl Reyes, Patrick
Rogers, Sarah Russo, Joseph Santry,
Sarah Sarkos, Jonathan
Savorgiannakis, James Schiano,
Eric Shor, Tara Smith, Karli
Sottung, Lorena Souza, Allison
Sprung, Noah Stiles, Sebastien
Trott, Sabrina Van Ness, John
Venezia, Isabella Vergara, Joseph
Vricella-Stokes, Amy Wang, Jacob
Wasserman, Matthew Wornow

Twelvth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Anthony Aldana, Michael
Aronson, Corinne Barrow, Sofia
Beneroff, Max Bohall, Chloe Bryen,
Madelyn Cannone, Kathryn
Capodanno, Robert Cassie,
Cassandra Clark, Meghan Clifford,
Deanna Cohen, Kathryn Contini,
Alexander Corea, Betsy Crossland,
Denis Cummings, Elizabeth Cusick,
Erica Davis, Zachary DeFelice, Liam
Devin, Giana Di Giorgio, Ashley
Dietz, Hailey Dobosiewicz, Claire
Dorwart, Samuel Eliades, Lisa
Federico, Meaghan Fleck, Caroline
Frankola, Angela Gallagher, Colleen
Gallagher, Marisa Garrity, Ashley
Gerckens, Brittany Gould, Jayne
Gradel, Emily Greenberg, Adam
Greene, Elizabeth Griesmer, Chris-
tina Gulla, Edmund Han, Matthew
Haner, Christopher Harris, Allison
Hecht, Madison Heffron, Leigh
Anne Heinbokel, Maura Heinbokel,
Lily Horowitz, Timothy Huber,
Aidan Hughes, Peter Iannelli, Nadia
Ibrahim, Christopher Ick, Taylor
Jackson, Aditi Jain, Alexander
Jeffery, Pengju Jin, Alexandra
Kapadia, Jessica Kenny, Sonya

Honor Roll
Westfield High School

2012-13 School Year — 4th Marking Period

Westfield High School Boasts
20 Commended Students

‘Healthy U’ Being Offered
At Two Westfield Schools

WESTFIELD — Twenty Westfield
High School seniors have been named
Commended Students in the 2014
National Merit Scholarship Program.
Commended students placed among
the top 2.3 percent of more than 1.5
million students who entered the com-
petition by taking the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test in critical reading,
mathematics and writing skills.

The Commended Students from
Westfield High School include:
Nicolas Carayannopoulos, Abigail
Cook, Jennifer DeCandia, Alexa
Derman, Nicole Devitt, Benjamin
Eisenberg, Rachel Fan, Shea
Fitzpatrick, Edwin Gee, David
Gruskin, Sara Hoerrner, Michelle
Kim, Caroline King, Lucia Liu, Mat-
thew Luppino, Stephanie Milan,

Lauren Schmeider, Samuel Sokolin,
Dara Tucker and Jingyan “Cindy”
Xiao.

According to a communication
from the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation to Westfield High School
Principal Peter Renwick, “The young
men and women being named Com-
mended Students have demonstrated
outstanding potential for academic
success. These students represent a
valuable national resource; recogniz-
ing their accomplishments, as well as
the key role their schools play in their
academic development, is vital to the
advancement of educational excel-
lence in our nation. We hope that this
recognition will help broaden their
educational opportunities and encour-
age them as they continue their pur-
suit of academic success.”

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” recently announced that
Jefferson and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools in Westfield are offering
the “Healthy U” program as part of
the curriculum this school year.

Jefferson held its launch event
October 10. Principal Jeanette Munoz
began the school-wide assembly by
introducing the Healthy U program
to students. The physical education
teacher discussed the physical activi-
ties; the school nurse discussed the
theory of “go,” “slow” and “whoa”
foods, and the cafeteria supervisors

introduced the “Healthy U Star” pro-
gram.

The action really began with the
school mascot leading an exercise
routine. “Our entire school is focus-
ing on ways to make ourselves
healthier,” said Principal Munoz.
“This is happening through an aware-
ness of how easy it is to make healthy
changes in our lives in small ways. I
am so happy that Jefferson School
chose a theme of ‘Healthy Body,
Healthy Mind, Healthy U’— the re-
sults will spell success, and hope-
fully, a happier and healthy life.”

Khedr, Alexander Laitamaki, Caitlin
Lawrie, Steven Lee, Adam Lupicki,
Emma Lysek, Olivia Mahoney, Jen-
nifer Mandelblatt, Julia Mannino,
Jeffrey Marino, Cassandra Masciale,
Elizabeth Masciola, Catherine
Meixner, Valerie Mennona, Olivia
Mobarakai, Connor Moore, Gregory
Morano, Megan Mulrooney, Jack
Mustard, Michaela Nies, Hannah
Painter, Grace Partridge, Elana
Pascoguin, Juliana Pastuzyn,
Chelsea Peterson, Elizabeth Pindilli,
Molly Prybylski, Cara Realmuto,
Tara Reardon, Elinor Reinhardt,
Samantha Rembisz, Lindsay
Ripperger, Chandler Robertson,
Samantha Rohwetter, Sam Russak,
Catherine Sabatino, Vittoria Sabba,
Kyra Sagal, William Sanders, Ben-
jamin Schwartz, Alexandra
Schwetje, Tara Sciortino, Sian Scott,
Sarah Seitz, Isabelle Smelkinson,
Clara Smith, Timothy Stroever,
Emily Suriano, Austen Thien,
Katherine Towers, Jennifer Tresnan,
Michaela Tropeano, Kristin
Troutman, Natalie Tupper, Kelly
Vasel, Courtney Weisse, Alex Ying,
Reece Zakarin, Allison Zale, Brianne
Zelko, Alana Zepka, Nicole
Zimmermann

Honor Roll
Oria Alexander, Delia Annitsakis,

Nicole Boretz, Matthew Boyle, Emily
Brucia, John Campbell, Zoe Canavan,
Michaela Cavanagh, Grace Cerra,
Andres Chang, Conor Chopey, Jes-
sica Ciampa, Jonathan Clancy, Ja-
son Colasanti, David Cui, Andrew
Dougert, Peter Fagan, Brian Farrell,
Alyssa Fernandez, Sofie Fetter, Aus-
tin Fishman, Erin Fitzpatrick, Kevin
Galasso, Daniel Gallagher, Matthew
Gates, Sarah Hearon, Alexander
Herbster, Rachel Hertzberg, Kyle
Hewett, Molly Jennings, Matthew
Kaveney, Barrie Knapp, Hannah
Knighton, Marina Kovalenko, Sa-
rah Leahy, Marissa Lowe, Daniel
Luzzi, James Massa, Emily Mc Bain,
Joanna McCormack, Megan
McCusker, Justin Mitchell, Jessie
Murray, Joshua Norton, Eric
Oberman, Victoria Parsloe, Scott
Pass, Jenna Perrotta, Ronald Posyton
III, Kendall Reid, Meghan Reilly,
Chaya Reiss, Brett Ripperger, Tho-
mas Ross, Aaron Rubin, Antony
Rush, Rohit Saigal, Brian Schor,
Melissa Shendell, Reilly Shiarella,
Max Shin, Alison Simon, Anna
Simon, Lilly Sisto, Thanachai
Srithaninrat, Kaila Starita, Brian
Suler, Jordan Thomas, Alexandra
Tinfow, Naomi Tortorello, Kathryn
Tracey, Natalia Trujillo, Halsey Ur-
ban, Matthew Webb, Mckenna Wil-
son, Brian Zilberberg.

HEALTHY U...Jefferson Elementary School students and staff celebrate the
“Healthy U” kickoff event on October 10.

Calling all witches, goblins and friendly ghosts!

RSVP by Oct. 28th:  908-654-5200

PUMPKIN DECORATING!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Our annual inter-generational
Halloween event!

Pumpkins and all supplies will be provided.

Thursday, Oct. 31st

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Come in cost
ume!

Refres
hment

 

 

 

The 6th Annual  
Anne and Lee Hale Speaker Series 

 

Made possible by grants from  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation and  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund 
 

Hosted by the Friends of the  
Westfield Memorial Library 

 

 “The Big Band Era— 
Glenn, Tommy, Jimmy, Benny” 

 

    
  David Aaron 

 

Clarinetist  
Band leader   

Longtime performer at   
Downtown Westfield's 

Sweet Sounds  
Jazz Festival 

 
 

Wednesday, November 6    
7:00 pm          

Westfield Memorial Library 
  
 

Open to the public.   
Pre-registration required.  

 

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  
and click on the Online Calendar 

or call 908-789-4090 ext. 0 
 

The Westfield Memorial Library      
550 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 www.wmlnj.org 
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

CHRISTIANO 4 TDs; OBLACHINSKI, EMENDO, KOBE 1 EA.

Cougars’ Circus Catch Stuns
SPF Raider Gridders, 34-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School quarterback
John Oblachinski, facing a fourth-
and-eight situation, after both teams’
offenses had been neutralized during
the third quarter and most of the
fourth, decided to go for it and found
success when wide receiver Dan
DeLayo made a spectacular leaping
circus catch at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood eight yard-line, which to-
tally changed the complexion of the
showdown between the Cougars and
the Raiders during Homecoming in
Scotch Plains on October 19.

Oblachinski followed up on
DeLayo’s heroics with a five-yard
run and a three-yard touchdown (TD)
plunge to give the 4-2 Cougars a two-

touchdown advantage with 3:33 re-
maining in the game to force the 2-4
Raiders’ offense into a desperation
mode that failed then running back
Luke Christiano drove the nail in the
coffin with a 65-yard TD sprint with
1:11 remaining to give the Cougars a
34-14 victory.

“He has the best hands. The most
ridiculous catches and that’s exactly
what happened. If I am winging one
up there, I want DeLayo. He makes
spectacular catches,” Oblachinski
said.

“We did neutralize each other. We
were bouncing back-and-forth. Num-
ber 26 [DeLayo] made a play. Emendo
[Thomas — quarterback] makes
plays, Rashan [Gary — lineman]
makes plays, Kobe [White — run-

ning back] makes plays for us. We
have to get a guy like 26 to make a
play. I never saw him on film. I knew
number 21, 36, 12, but he came and
made a play. That was the game,”
Raider Head Coach Jon Stack said.

The Cougars totaled 152 rushing
yards on 21 carries in the first half
and added another 131 on 19 carries
in the second half to total 283 yards.
Oblachinski (No. 12), who finished
with 89 yards rushing, completed
five of 10 passes for 68 yards in the
first half, including a 15-yard TD
strike to Christiano (No. 21), and
tacked on that fateful 22-yard comple-
tion to DeLayo in the second half. In
addition to his 65-yard victory-seal-
ing TD, Christiano, who also had a

HOGGE 9-13-206 YDs, RAWLES 4 TDs, ELLIOTTS 1 EACH

Blue Devil Footballers Bomb
Franklin Twp Warriors, 40-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback Chris Hogge
took to the air on the Blue Devils’ first
offensive series and struck gold with
a 30-yard touchdown completion to
flanker Dylan Elliott, which set the
stage for a potent combination of
running and passing in the Westfield
High School football team’s 40-14

triumph over the Franklin Township
Warriors at their brand new stadium
on October 18.

Hogge completed eight of 10 passes
for 181 yards, including TD passes to
Dylan Elliott and Sean Elliott, then
added a 25-yard completion to tight
end Dave Kane in the third quarter
for 206 total yards in just three quar-
ters on the field. Dylan Elliott fin-

ished with three receptions for 85
yards, Sean Elliott had three recep-
tions for 24 yards and Kane had three
receptions for 97 yards.

Hogge’s early success in the air
also set up early success on the turf
by senior running back Eugene
Rawles, who carried 13 times for 81
years, including three TDs in the first

PROSUK 2; IRVING, MORGAN, KUHN, DUMONT 1 EACH

Soccer Blue Devils Disrupt
Cranford Cougar Boys, 6-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar goalkeeper Dominic
Meliado experienced a barrage of
shots from beginning to end as the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team found the mark three times in
the first half and another three times
in the second half to earn a 6-1 vic-
tory over Cranford at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 17.

The Blue Devils delivered 14 shots
on goal in the first half and 10 shots in
the second half, forcing Meliado to
make 12 saves, several requiring im-
pressive athletic ability. Meliado also

added some wise intercepts from cor-
ners kicks or strong throw-ins. The
Cougars managed only three shots on
goal in each half. Blue Devil keeper
Koryn Kraemer needed only to stop
one shot in the first half, and keeper
Teddy Mebane made two in the sec-
ond half.

The first goal came just after five
minutes into the game when senior
Mate Landeka fed junior midfielder
Kevin Irving, who pushed the ball
past Meliado. Thirty seconds later,
Irving whizzed another shot just over
the net.

Next, midfielder Loukas

Carayannopoulos ripped a shot and
Meliado dove to his left for the save
then junior midfielder Mike Prosuk
launched a shot that forced Meliado
to make a leaping save. Moments
later, junior midfielder Dereck
Amadye lined a shot that Meliado
tipped out of bounds, setting up a
corner kick. The corner kick went
into the box, but Cougar defender
Erik Monteagudo booted the ball
away.

With 15 minutes remaining in the
half, senior forward Alik Morgan
demonstrated some fancy dance steps

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKING UP THE PASS...Cougar Niko Cappello, No. 32, managed to get a piece of the ball to prevent Raider Ryan
Jenson, No. 11, from making the reception. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 34-14, in Scotch Plains on October 19. See
more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSING IN FOR THE KILL...A host of Blue Devils close in on a Warrior running back to assist Brendan Collum , No.
64, in the Blue Devils’ 40-14 rout of Franklin Township on October 19. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING INTO THE AIR...Blue Devil Mike Prosuk, No. 14, leaps high to kick the ball in the game against the Cougars
on October 17 in Westfield. The Blue Devils won, 6-1. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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RIZKALLA WINS ALL-AROUND, COOK 2ND, PURYEAR 3RD

Westfield Grabs 8th Straight
UCT Gymnastics Crown

Junior Jenna Rizkalla seized top
all-around honors and senior Abby
Cook finished a close second to lead
the Westfield High School gymnas-
tics team to its eighth straight Union
County Tournament championship
in Westfield on October 18.

The Blue Devils recorded the
highest team total in the state to
date with a 112.15 and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders placed sec-
ond with a 107.325 total, while the
Cranford Cougars placed third at
105.525. AL Johnson Crusaders
took fourth at 104.95, followed by
the Summit Hilltoppers at 103.9
and the Union Farmers at 87.125 in

the 10-team field.
Rizkalla amassed a 37.6 all-around

total and also took top honors in the
floor exercise with a 9.525 and the
vault with a 9.5. She placed second
on the balance beam with a 9.475
and third on the uneven bars at 9.1.
Cook had an all-around total of
37.475 and placed first on the beam
with a 9.525, second on bars at 9.4,
third on floor exercises at 9.3 and
fifth on vault at 9.25.

Cougar Alex Puryear placed third
with an all-around total of 36.625.
She placed second on floor exercises
at 9.325, fourth on vault at 9.3 and
fifth on beam at 9.35, and added an

8.65 on bars. Blue Devil Mae Devin
placed fourth all-around at 36.6 and
took top honors on unevens with a
9.525. She also took sixth on the
beam with a 9.225, and recorded a
9.15 on floor and an 8.5 on vault.

ALJ Crusader Gina Ferdinandi
placed fifth all-around at 36.3 fol-
lowed by Raider Abby Spector and
Hilltopper Alysia Lopez tied at
35.275. Spector also tied for fifth on
the unevens with teammate Kacie
Bumiller at 8.85 and recorded scores
of 9.175 on beam, 8.7 on vault and
8.55 on floor. Bumiller placed sec-
ond on vault at 9.4 and tied for fourth
on floor with Blue Devil Hannah
Goldring at 9.3. Goldring took third
on beam at 9.45. Ferdinandi took
third on vault at 9.35 and sixth on
floor at 9.25.

Hilltopper Abby Claus placed
fourth on beam at 9.375 and fourth
on unevens at 9.0. Hilltopper Payton
Wiesse took sixth on vault at 9.05.
Blue Devil Carlie Fasano recorded
an 8.8 on vault and Hannah Prieto
scored an 8.8 on unevens. Raider
Maddie McNichol scored 34.5 all-
around with scores of 8.45 on vault,
8.4 on bars, 9.125 on beam and 8.525
on floor. Jamie Bush recorded a 9.175
on beam and an 8.975 on floor. Amelia
Paladino recorded an 8.65 on vault
and an 8.575 on bars. Annie Luongo
recorded an 8.725 on beam.

Cougar Casey Sciascia had a 35.1
all-around with scores of 9.05 on
floor, 8.9 on vault, 8.675 on beam
and 8.475 on bars. Delaney Sciascia
had a 32.15 all-around with scores of
8.65 on vault, 7.925 on bars, 7.75 on
beam and 7.825 on floor. Kailyn Grant
recorded an 8.625 on bars and an
8.625 on floor. Lauren Costa recorded
an 8.8 on vault and a 7.675 on bars.

LUPPINO WINS BOYS, STRAVACH SECOND FOR GIRLS

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Grab
Watchung Conference Titles

Senior Matt Luppino crossed first
with a time of 16:16.38 to lead the
Westfield High School boys cross-
country team to the Watchung Divi-
sion title at the Union County Con-
ference meets held at Warinanco Park
in Roselle on October 15. The Blue
Devils boys finished with a total of 33
to outdo the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who placed second at 40.

The Blue Devil girls also won their
division with a total of 16, while the
Raiders took second at 58. The Lady
Blue Devils also easily captured the
JV and freshmen titles. The Cranford
boys placed fifth in the Mountain
Division with a 113 total and the
Cougar girls placed fourth in their
meet at 96.

After Luppino, Raider Alex
Livornois finished second at 16:25.99,
followed by Blue Devil Phil Edwards
at 16:44.08 and Raider Joe Dzuback
at 16:45.92. Raider Ben Evans fin-
ished seventh at 17:38.3, followed by
Blue Devil Mike Esler at 17:43.08.
Blue Devils Will Chandler at
17:45.75, Bryan Jackler at 17:53.68
and Dalton Herzog at 18:03.44 fin-
ished 10-11-12. Raiders Adam Cohen
at 18:05.7 and Colin Sullivan at
18:07.33 placed 13-14 and Blue Devil
Griffin Mooney finished 16th at
18:10.1.

In the Mountain Division boys,
Summit’s Leland Jones crossed first
at 16:26. Cougars Connor McMahon
(17:54.6), Tom Phillip (17:58.62) and
Jim Sweeney (18:11.22) finished 17-

18-21. For the Mountain Division
girls, Summit’s Gillian McIlroy fin-
ished first at 19:12.24. Cougars
Amanda Bush (20:42.51), Megan
Powers (21.33.4), Beth Disimone
(22:23.28) and Katie Drewniak
(22:27.13) placed 10-16-22-23.

The Blue Devil boys also won the
JV race (5,150 meters) with a 15
total. Summit was second at 57 and
Cranford was third at 102. Matt Russo
at 16:41.27, Ryan Siegel at 17:03.91,
Andrew Stockwell at 17:12.8, Nick
Antonelli at 17:32.44, Darian Siegel
at 17:37.65 and Alex Hall at 17:40.49
finished first through sixth. Anthony
Scalia finished eighth at 18:00.57 and
Raider Dave Kahn took 10th at
18:12.37.

The Blue Devil varsity girls com-
ing off a third place finish at the Shore
Coaches Meet in Holmdel and a sev-
enth-place ranking by The Star-Led-
ger, won its 16th Conference title
beginning in 1995. The team achieved
a new school record for the course
with an average time of 20:05 and a
team score of 16 (15 is perfect).

Gabby Stravach ran a personal-
best (PB) time of 19:39,17, finishing
second behind Esther Jean Louis
(Elizabeth) who crossed in 19:28.48.
Blue Devils Meghan O’Dwyer
(19:57.78), Natalie Marcotullio
(19:57.98) and Erica Fischer
(20:15.21) finished 3-4-5, followed
by Raider Kailyn Reilly at 20:15.48
and Blue Devil Gabrielle Brennan at
20:32.99. Anna Tanji at 20:44 fin-

ished ninth and Caroline Stocking
(21:26.18) placed 10th. Raiders Leah
Womelsdorf (22:50.22), Noelle Alber
(23:52.67), Becky Mehorter (24:11.9)
and Kaitlyn Mullany (24:41.18) fin-
ished 12-16-17-18.

For the third consecutive week the
Blue Devil JV’s ran to a team cham-
pionship. Two weeks ago they won
the Shore Coaches JV “A” race with
Tanji winning the individual title. This
was their first team and individual
champion at the Shore Coaches Meet
in Holmdel.

On October 12, the JV’s won the
Fall Classic at Thompson Park in
Jamesburg. Charlie O’Brien won the
individual title with a PB of 21:12
and the team scored five runners in
the top-10: Julia Gretsky, Elisabeth
Neylan, Noelle Blackford and Claire
Cassie. The JV’s averaged 21:39 for
the course and a near perfect score of
18 points.

At the Watchung Division meet,
the JV’s also had a total of 16, while
Summit was at 50 and Cranford took
fourth at 117. O’Brien had a PB of
20:48.73 to place first, followed by
Gretsky at 20:55.47, Kathleen
McCutcheon at 20:58.31 and Amanda
Fischer at 21:03.87. Cassie crossed
sixth at 21:31.88, followed by
Blackford at 21:32.52, Neylan at
21:33.62 and Julia Myers at 21:35.67.

The Blue Devil freshman beat the
Hilltoppers by a score of Westfield
34, Summit 39. Cindy Qiang won the
race in a (PB) 14:51 for the 2.1 mile
course. Lila Hutchins finished sec-
ond at 15:05. Skylar Geoghan,
Caroline Seery and Mia Anderson
finished were the Blue Devils’ 3-4-5
runners.

According to Blue Devil Head
Coach Thom Hornish, “The team
looks great and they are ready to
accomplish their season goals as al-
ways. The team’s achievements in
great part are due to the great coach-
ing and assistance of Jen Buccino, Jill
Mezzacappa and Andrea Magda.”

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Children in Trouble With the Law?

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Courtesy of Mark Scarano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD SERVICE...Blue Devil Megan Mondon serves in a 25-23, 25-18, win over
Roselle Catholic, while Elena Scarano gets set. It was the second time this season,
Westfield defeated the Lions. Scarano had 13 digs. Senior co-captain Kayla
Rodrigues and Mondon controlled the game with crafty offense and impressive
serves. Senior Anna Labrozzi led the team with seven service points. The team is
currently 12-1 and is the No 1 seed in the Union County Tournament.

Soccer Raiders Bury
Lady Farmers in UCT
The top-seeded 14-0-1 Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team was given a scare by the
fifth-seeded Union Farmers but over-
came the threat to pull out a 2-1
victory in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament in Clark
on October 19. Lady Farmer Alyssa
Caggiano scored the first goal of the
game four minutes into the second
half, but Raider Tori Baliatico quickly
knotted the score then just before the
game’s end Kathryn Cunningham
nailed a free kick to seal the game.
Union 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2

Lady Cougars Sting
Blue Devils in UCT

The second-seeded Cranford High
School girls soccer team defeated
third-seeded Westfield, 3-1, in the
semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament in Clark on October 19
to advance to the championships to
face top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at Kean University in Union
on Sunday, October 27, at 7 p.m.

Senior Hannah DeMars scored the
first after a corner kick from Mairead
McKeary. Siobhan McGovern as-
sisted Madeline Hart for the 13-0
Cougars second goal in the first half.
Blue Devil Gianna DeVito, on an
assist from Hannah Liddy, scored in
the second half, but McKeary, on an
assist from Jenna Ellenbacher, sealed
the victory.
Westfield 0 1 1
Cranford 2 1 3

Probitas Verus Honos

Courtesy of Liz McAlister for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School gymnastics team stands with head coach Melissa Greenwald,
front left, after capturing its eighth straight Union County Tournament championship on October 18.
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Soccer Blue Devils Disrupt Cougar Boys, 6-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Bomb Franklin Warriors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

half then added 57 more yards on 10
carries and a fourth TD before being
rested at the end of the third quarter.

“Going in the game plan was to
stick to the run game, but we took
some shots early and it worked, so we
kept going with it,” Hogge explained.

The success in the air then set up
Rawles’ running game.

“In the beginning, they were bring-
ing all their linebackers up to clog up
the middle, so we were throwing over
the middle to Dave and a lot to Dylan.
Then they finally had to put some
safeties and linebackers to cover,
Eugene was able to get yardage,”
Hogge said.

The defensive hammering of the
Warriors began on their first posses-
sion when linemen Joe Scaglione and
Cotter Spurlock flattened quarterback
Derek Balbierz for a five-yard loss,
forcing a punt from their end zone.
After Matt Catanzaro returned the
punt to the 30, Hogge hit Elliott in the
end zone. The point after was suc-
cessful.

The Blue Devils’ defense contin-
ued to batter Balbierz and another
punt gave Westfield possession at the
23. Seven plays and 77 yards later,
the score was 14-0 when Rawles
plunged in from the one with 2:09 left

in the first quarter. During the drive,
Kane found a seam and had a 49-yard
reception down the middle, which
included him carrying several tack-
lers for several yards.

“We were able to work on those
things in practice, and fortunately for
us it worked out. The results showed
it. It was a great feeling. It was a great
throw by Chris, and I was able to run
as fast as I could. Unfortunately I got

caught, but we played well tonight,
and I am really happy with it,” said
Kane, whose birthday it was.

“Like Dave said, it was a great
feeling. Chris threw some good balls
and I am glad we came down with
them,” Elliott added.

Early in the second quarter, the
Warriors were quickly forced to punt
again, but this time they got a huge

before zinging the ball into the net for
the second goal.

“That’s what I thrive on, doing a
dance step on the field. I was just
trying to get some space to shoot the
ball, it actually ended up being a good
shot,” Morgan explained.

Just afterwards, Morgan ricocheted
a shot off the football goal crossbar
then added another hammer job off
the near post. Senior forward Sam
Sokolin followed up with another shot

off the crossbar.
Before the half, four Blue Devils

lined up side-by-side for a free kick.
After some zigzagging by the other
three, senior Dan Kuhn launched a
shot that buried itself into the upper
right for the third goal.

“I really didn’t know what was
going on with that, but I practiced
that [shot] a lot when I was injured
and it paid off when I went into the
game,” Kuhn said.

Early in the second half, Blue Devil
co-captain Zach Sheil whipped a
throw-in from the far sideline into the
box where Prosuk was there to bang
in the header that deflected off the
near post and over the goal line.

“The first one, we were trying to
work on a throw-in flick for a while.
We were trying all different ones and
then we decided to bring the old one
back, [called] Twin Towers,” Prosuk
said.

Later, senior defender/co-captain
Jeremie Dedea brought the ball up
the left sideline and crossed to Prosuk,
who rippled the net for the fifth score.

“I continued my run. Jeremie
brought it all the way up and saw me,”
Prosuk said.

“After our defense cleared it out, it
went actually to Mike Prosuk then
Mike switched the ball all the way to
me. I had plenty of space on the wing.
I took it up that space and Mike made

his run on the other side. I saw it and
I was able to follow through,” Dedea
explained.

During that action, Morgan nearly
got into the act as he was sprinting up
the center between Dedea and Prosuk.

“He didn’t but almost. I just got it
past him and it went straight to Mike,”
Dedea said.

The Cougars averted the shutout
when junior forward Mark Christiano
curled a looping shot into the net.

with 9:30 remaining in the game.
With 2:30 remaining, Blue Devil for-
ward Jackson Dumont drew Meliado
out of position and tapped the ball
into the unguarded net.
Cranford 0 1 1
Westfield 3 3 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012 

600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065 x6417 

Exquisite Center Hall Colonial features beautiful hardwood floors, embellished moldings, 

custom built-ins & fabulous updates. Classic foyer, front-to-back living room with marble 

surround fireplace & formal dining room add to the elegance of this home. A gourmet 

kitchen opens to a breakfast area & into the family room addition. The second floor 

boasts a master suite with luxurious bath & custom-outfitted WIC, two additional nice-

sized bedrooms & an updated bath. Finished third floor with sitting area, bedroom &  full 

bath with access to a customized WIC. Outside you will find beautiful gardens with lush 

plantings, slate patio & a white picket fence. Presented for $1,225,000.

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is 
a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportu-

nity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Courtesy of Mark Scarano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIFTH ANNUAL PINK OUT...Blue Devil volleyball team co captains Kayla
Rodrigues and Elena Scarano, and junior Megan Mondon are all smiles after the
team raised over $28,000 to be donated to the Susan G. Komen Foundation on
October 11.

Soccer Raiders Skin
Union in UCT, 1-0

Senior co-captain and Homecom-
ing King Christian Zazzali scored
late in the first half off an assist from
James Murphy to give the second-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team a 1-0 vic-
tory over the Union Farmers in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Scotch Plains on Oc-
tober 19.

Blue Devil Boys Nip
Linden in UCT Soccer
Senior Dan Kuhn ripped in a pen-

alty kick early in the game and that
was all that was needed for the third-
seeded Westfield High School boys
soccer team to defeat sixth-seeded
Linden in the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament in
Westfield on October 19. The Blue
Devils will face Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in the semifinals at Kean
University tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 25 at 7:30 p.m.

Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRODUCTIVE EVENING AGAINST THE WARRIORS...Blue Devil receiver Dylan Elliott, No. 10, had had a very
productive evening with three receptions for 85 yards including a 30-yard touchdown catch. See more photos at
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET FOOT CONTROL...Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 4, tries to control the ball with his feet as Blue Devil
Kevin Irving, No. 6, tries to take it away near the sidelines. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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Blue Devil Gymnasts Defeat
Cougars, Fall to Hunt. Cent.

Courtesy of Liz McAlister for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SOPHOMORES...Blue Devil sophomores (in no order) are: Meg
Mellilo, Jessica Keenan, Lexi Holzer, Carlie Fasano and Megan Troutman.
Fasano and Keenan helped the team post the highest state score this season at the
October 12 meet against Cranford.

The fourth-ranked Westfield High
School gymnastics team continued its
quest for an undefeated season in a
110.525-106.375 victory over Cranford
in Westfield on October 12 to improve
to 9-0, but the quest came up one short
in a 109.25-108.025 loss to No. 3
Hunterdon Central in Flemington on
October 15.

The 110-525 score against the Cou-
gars was a season-high total and was
led by junior Jenna Rizkalla, who
scored a season-high 9.55 to win the
balance beam. Senior captain Abby
Cook scored an impressive 9.5 on the
beam to place second. Cranford got
off to a good start with Casey Sciascia
hitting for a 9.225 to win the vault and
Alexandra Puryear scoring a 9.275 to

win the uneven bars.
The Blue Devils led by1.5 points

after two events. Westfield then put
the meet away with Rizkalla, Cook,
Mae Devin, Hanna Goldring, Hannah
Prieto and Carlie Fasano putting up
high scores on the floor and beam.
Devin won the floor with a 9.425, her
season best. The Cougars had four
gymnasts compete in the all-around,
while the Blue Devils relied on depth,
using 11 different gymnasts.

ALL-AROUND: Cranford: 1. Casey
Sciascia – 35.725, 2. Delany Sciascia –
34.4, 3. Kailyn Grant-33.825

VAULT: Westfield: 2. Jessica
Keenan – 9.15, 3. Prieto – 9.125, 4.
Goldring – 9.0; Cranford: 1. Casey
Sciascia- 9.225, 5. Delany Sciascia –
8.9, 8. Kailyn Grant – 8.425

UNEVEN BARS: Westfield: 2. Devin
– 8.95, 3. Goldring – 9.0, 4. Prieto –
8.725; Cranford: 1. Alexandra Puryear-
9.275, 5.Kailyn Grant – 8.625, 6. Casey
Sciascia- 8.4

BEAM: Westfield: 1. Rizkalla — 9.55,
2. Cook – 9.5, 3. Goldring – 9.3; Cranford:
4. Puryear – 9.125, 6. Casey Sciascia –
8.725, 8. Delany Sciascia – 8.5

FLOOR EXERCISE: Westfield: 1.
Devin – 9.425, 3. Cook – 9.35, 4. Carlie
Fasano – 9.225; Cranford: 2. Casey
Sciascia – 9.375, 5. Alexandra Puryear
– 9.05, 8. Kailyn Grant – 8.75

Against Hunterdon Central, the
meet was tied after the first event as
each team scored 27.275 on the vault.
Cook, in her last dual meet, won the
vault with a solid 9.225. Cook kept
the momentum, winning the uneven
bars with 9.175 to give Westfield a
0.2 edge going into the last two events.
Cook made it three straight first place
finishes as she posted an impressive
9.425 to take first on the balance
beam, but Hunterdon Central showed
its depth with three solid routines
over 9.1 to take the lead by 0.8.

On the floor event, Hunterdon Cen-
tral had a meet-high 9.5 to give clinch
the win. Hunterdon Central had four
gymnasts compete in the all-around,
while Westfield had two gymnasts
compete in the all-around. Cook won
the all-around with a 37.1.

All-Around Westfield: 1. Cook
(37.1), 3. Rizkalla

Vault: Westfield: 1. Cook – 9.225,
T2. Rizkalla – 9.2, 6. Prieto – 8.85

Uneven Bars: Westfield: 1. Cook
– 9.175, 3. Rizkalla – 8.85, 5. Devin
– 8.45

Beam: Westfield: 1. Cook 9.425,
4. Rizkalla – 9.225, 6. Goldring –
8.35

Floor Exercise: Westfield: 1. Cook
– 9.275, 5. Goldring – 9.05, 6. Devin
– 8.95

break when the ball was mishandled,
and Bryce Davis recovered it on the
Westfield 23. On the first play,
Balbierz hit Trevor Smith for the TD.
The PAT failed.

Hogge answered quickly with a
48-yard completion to Dylan Elliott.
Three plays later, Rawles scooted in
from the four. The PAT failed. After
the Warriors went three-and-out, the
Blue Devils marched from midfield
to the 10 on six plays then Hogge
connected with Sean Elliott for his
10-yard TD.

After Scaglione just pummeled
Balbierz for a 10-yard sack, the Blue
Devils were back in business.

“I am glad I wasn’t that other quar-

terback, having him come down on
top of you like that. They [defense]
played well all year. We kind of like
piggybacked on them all year, but
tonight we came out and pulled our
own load. Hopefully, we can do that
for the rest of the season,” Hogge
said.

The Blue Devils answered again
with a seven-play, 60-yard scoring
drive ending with Rawles’ four-yard
TD run with 40 seconds remaining in
the half to make the score 33-6. Just
afterwards, Blue Devil cornerback
Brett Robertshaw recovered a War-
rior fumble.

During one of the scoring drives,
Dylan Elliott nearly hauled in a long

bomb from Hogge near the end zone
but not quite.

“That would have been great, but
we scored on that drive and that’s all
that matters. This is who we are just
like our coach said,” Elliott said.

Late in the third quarter, Catanzaro
returned a Warrior punt 43 yards to
the 33, and the Blue Devils took full
advantage with a seven-play scoring
drive ending with Rawles’ six-yard
TD run. From that point, the Blue
Devils rested their starters, but re-
serve Aaron Wenta recorded a vi-
cious hit that led to a fumble recovery
by Fred Gladdis. Wenta also recorded
a seven-yard sack.

With 48 seconds remaining in the
game, Warrior Jave Brown hooked
around the left side for a 95-yard TD.

After a bye week, the Blue Devils
will be on the road to face
Bridgewater-Raritan on November 1
at 7 p.m.

“Coach said we get back to prac-
tice Monday, and work hard all week
until our next game with
Bridgewater,” Kane said.
Westfield 14 19   7   0 40
Franklin   0   6   0   8 14

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Westfield-West  600 North Avenue West, Westfield  908-233-0065 
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal 

Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

        Joyce Taylor
           Sales Associate
                    Direct: (908) 233-6417 

           NJAR Circle of Excellence  

           1977-2010, 2012 

   

904 Boulevard—Westfield, New Jersey 
Exquisite Tudor with lots of light to highlight beautiful chestnut doors, trim & original 

pewter hardware. House completely renovated (2006) to maintain the elegance and 

charm of yesterday  while adding the comfort & luxury of today. Gourmet eat-in 

kitchen with custom cherry cabinetry, top of the line appliances, flr to ceiling pantry & 

separate laundry area. Family rm with flr to ceiling windows & radiant heated floor 

overlooks magnificent gardens. Powder rm on first flr. MBR suite with new bath fea-

tures Japanese soaking tub with Jacuzzi, 12X14 WIC & access to private deck. Addi-

tional 4 bdrms & 2 baths on second floor. Finished bsmt has rec room, party kit, exer-

cise rm, storage/utility rm. Backyard offers multiple patio areas & lush landscaping.  

Presented for $1,395,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGENJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Westfield. Wonderful 7 room, 3 bedroom Colonial on park-like 67x200 deep property! Many quality Updates:
granite kitchen w/ SS appliances, main bath, roof, siding, windows, CAC, Heat, gas continuous HWH, finished
floor in walk-up attic. LR w/ fireplace, hardwood floors, Family Room 30x15 across back of house  w/ sliders to
large deck and above ground pool. Tree lined street, close to school.      $599,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 27th  1-4PM • 1013 Harding Street

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate
908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Megan Pringle, a senior goaltender on
the varsity soccer team, helped secure a 3-1 win this past weekend in the Union
County semifinals against Westfield. Cranford will play Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in the Union County Finals this Sunday at 7 p.m. at Kean University.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DELIVERING THE BIG CRUNCH...Blue Devil Joe Scaglione, No. 68, has been crunching Warrior running backs and the
quarterback all evening in the Blue Devils’ 40-14 rout of Franklin Township at their brand new stadium on October 18. See
more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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Cranford Cougars Stun Raider Gridders, 34-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David Realty Group
Residential Brokerage Firm

Make the Smart Move

What if you could list your 
home for less and still get 
all the great services you’ve 
come to expect from a 
Premier Real Estate Firm?    

David Realty Group prides themselves on offering the highest level of professional real estate 
services along with the latest technology at the most competitive marketing packages.

Find out why we can list your home for a 4 ½% total 
commission with no compromises.*  Contact us today!

David Barbosa
Broker, Owner

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

(908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.com
*In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that listing. REALTOR® is a federally 
registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribes to its strict 
Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status.

David Realty Group is the answer!

www.DavidRealtyGroup.com

“My husband and I had never sold a house. David Realty 
Group helped us through the process with sound and ethical 
business advice, patience and kindness. They were always 
available to answer questions and we were very impressed 
with their professionalism in dealing with us and other 
agents. We definitely made the right choice in realtors.”

Bob & Kathryn  
Sold in Westfield, 2013

Our customers say it best
 when it comes to our level of service!

“In a challenging, competitive market this year, our 
househunt in Westfield was made easier, smoother and even 
fun with your guidance and professional assistance. Your 
expertise in navigating the search, negotiation, inspections 
and other issues involved with buying a house was 
invaluable. Thank you for helping us to get it done!”

Anne & Carlos  
Bought in Westfiled, 2013  

I could not have asked for better service and professionalism 
from David Realty Group. My home was not one that had 
many comparables so our realtors spent lots of time trying to 
make my husband and I comfortable with pricing. They had 
our home sold in 4 days, 14K over ask and we had a choice 
of 3 contracts! I always had a question answered immediately 
because if I couldn't get David on the phone, I'd get Lorena or 
vice versa. I can't imagine ever selling a house again without 
them! Thank you both!

 Rosalie & Ralph
Sold in Westfield, 2013

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

FRIEDMAN 2 GOALS; HELFAND, LUZZI 1 GOAL EACH

Blue Devils Rap Highlanders
On Soccer ‘Senior Day’, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Day” definitely had “Se-
nior” connections when seniors
scored the first three goals and an-
other senior assisted on the fourth in
the Westfield High School girls soc-
cer team’s 4-0 shutout of Governor
Livingston at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on October 15.

However all four goals were not
without freshmen connections and a
sophomore’s valuable input. Senior
Carly Friedman set up freshman for-
ward Taylor Morgan, who rifled a
shot that banged the crossbar and
dropped straight down just out of the
reach of the Highlander goalie. Se-
nior Jenna Helfand rushed to the ball
and tapped it in for the score with
6:00 on the clock in the first half.

“It was really great, because before
the game we were talking about play-
ing for us the seniors. Taylor assisted
me and then [freshman] Hannah
[Liddy] assisted Carly. So it was great

having the freshmen helping us.
One minute into the second half,

Liddy brought the ball down the left
center and crossed to Friedman, who
drilled a shot into the net from 15
yards out.

“We always practice what we call
the ‘Bangoo Play’ where one dribbles
in close and the other makes an angled
run. So when she headed down the
sideline, I just tried to get that sup-
porting angle. She got it to me and I
followed through with it,” Friedman
said.

Liddy also played a major role in
the third goal that showed up on the
scoreboard less than six minutes later.
Liddy lined a shot off the near post,
Friedman quickly charged in and
ripped in the goal from just five yards
out.

“Following up is a huge point like
my coach always emphasizes. When
I saw the ball coming out, I knew I
had to do whatever I could to get my
foot on it,” Friedman explained.

Late in the game, senior co-captain
Mary Randazzo looped a corner kick
into the box and sophomore Olivia
Luzzi was there to make a slick back
kick into the net for the final goal.

“It’s been a rough year for the se-
niors. Three of the seniors have ACL
tears. They haven’t played all year.
Mary Randazzo has been out for the
last month and a half. She comes
back today. She gets an assist. It’s
nice on Senior Day of all days to have
these girls goals, assists and play a
part in this game,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said.

Luzzi has had a knack of position-
ing herself at the right place at the
right time.

“All ‘Liv’ does, I think she has four
goals this year. They all came off
corner kicks. Maybe it’s the basket-
ball in her, find the open space,” Coach
Schmidt said.

The 4-0 score seems to have come
too easily against a Highlander team

16-yard reception, added respective
TD runs of four yards and 36 yards in
the first half and finished with a total
of 127 yards on six carries. Running
back Donavin Walker (No. 36) car-
ried 17 times for 62 yards. Ed Norton
had two receptions for 20 yards and
Jack McCaffrey had one for 17 yards.

The Raiders stuck exclusively to
the ground in the first half, with the
exception of one short pass that ended
up in a fumble, and ground out 135
yards on 17 carries. The wheel spin-
ning in the second half yielded only
29 rushing yards and Thomas man-
aged to complete seven passes for 69
yards. Of those completions, tight
end Ryan Jensen had three recep-
tions for 20 yards and wide receiver
Jordan Jones had two receptions for
22 yards.

Thomas carried 22 times for 87
yards, including a 25-yard TD run.
White carried nine times for 72 yards,
including a 40-yard TD run on the
first offensive play of the game after
a fine kickoff return from Jones, to
give the Raiders a 7-0 lead with just
24 seconds off the clock.

The Cougars responded with an
eight-play (3 successful pass plays),
72-yard scoring drive ending with
Oblachinski’s 15-yard TD strike to
Christiano to knot the score.

“Our coach said it’s not how hard
you get hit, it’s whether you get back
up,” Christiano said. “Our coaches
had a great game plan. We took it
down, got a good drive. John
quarterbacking made a great throw.”

“Coach in his pre-game speech was
about getting hit in the face and com-
ing back from that. We got punched,
but the team responded. We drove
down the field the first time we had
the ball. That’s the mindset we have
going into the game. Every time we
have the ball, we want to score. Our
defense played great, gave our of-
fense a little bit of a break,”
Oblachinski said.

“First play, I was like Oh man! We
messed up a little bit, but I told the
defense just to keep going. Next play,
we will get it going. That’s exactly
what we did. Our offense got the
touchdowns and that gave us a little
momentum,” Cougar co-captain/de-
fensive lineman Rob Delsandro said.

The Cougars followed up with an
eight-play, 62-yard scoring drive,
concluded with Christiano bolting
four yards for the TD with 2:30 left in
the first quarter. The point after failed.

A quarterback gang sack of minus
nine yards forced the Raiders to punt
where Cranford got the ball at its own
38. Four plays later, Christiano burst

through the middle then slanted right
for a 36-yard TD with 4:39 left in the
half, making the score, 20-7.

“It was great blocking on the pe-
rimeters. My receivers do a great job
blocking. I saw the holes and I was
able to get in,” Christiano said.

The Raiders got right back into the
game with a seven-play, 68-yard scor-
ing drive when Thomas scooted 25
yards for the TD just before the half.

Both teams were sputtering offen-
sively throughout the third quarter
and into the fourth. The Cougars got
the ball on their own 36, ran six plays
and had a fourth down and eight on
the Raider 30. DeLayo performed his
magic and the momentum went in the
Cougars’ favor from there.

“Fourth and long. We were taking
a shot. We needed a big play and he
made it. After that, we went down and
scored and put the game away,”
Oblachinski said.

“We just had to keep grinding to
the end, never give up and keep work-
ing at it,” Christiano said.

“They are a good team. Their quar-
terback and number 8 [Kobe White]
are fast kids. We came out, we hit
hard. That’s what we do,” Delsandro
said.
Cranford 13   7   0 14 34
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   7   0   0 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO POUNCE ON THE BALL...Blue Devil goalkeeper Kiera Loftus, No. 1, prepares to smother the ball and
teammate Lauren Rigney, No. 21, keeps a Highlander from getting to it. The Blue Devils defeated the Highlanders, 4-0, on
Senior Day, October 15. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET PAST A COUGAR...Raider Kobe White, No. 8, tries to scoot past Cougar Nick Ballas, No. 65. White
scored the first touchdown of the game with a 40-yard sprint. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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Lady Blue Devils Rip
Soccer Highlanders

that had been seeded fourth for the
Union County Tournament (UCT).
The Highlanders were, however,
mildly upset last week in the UCT by
the fifth-seeded Union Farmers, who
would face top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. The third-seeded Blue
Devils were to face second-seeded
Cranford in the UCT semifinals on
October 19 in Clark.

“I think we came out, playing be-
fore our semifinal game, we had to be
prepared for that, so the outcome, it
was just the way it was,” Helfand
said.

The Highlanders did however have
a 10 minute offensive surge after the
third goal, but Blue Devil sophomore
goalkeeper Haily Reilly (6 second-
half saves) made a pair of spectacular
diving saves to preserve the shutout.

Another noticeable change that has
occurred in the last three games was
that Blue Devil senior co-captain Karli
Sottung, who has been occupying the
sweeper position most of the season,
has moved up to her original position
at center midfield, and junior Lil Scott
has moved to the backfield.

“All year we have been trying to
find the right position for the right
girls. Most of the season, Karli was
back and settled us down, but she’s
really a midfielder. We need her in
the midfield and Lil Scott can hold it
down just as well as Karli in the back.
Karli is kind of back home again,”
Coach Schmidt said.

Next fall Sottung’s new home will
be at the Naval Academy.
Gov. Livingston 0 0 0
Westfield 1 3 4

SPF PAL Wins Four of Five
Vs. Perth Amboy Grid Kids
A four-for-five effort was produced

during a rare Saturday of football on
October 19 by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PAL against Perth Amboy.

The SPF A team grabbed a 39-0
victory. Javin Scott, Jhadir Charles,
Tyler Aversa and Jack Lynch deliv-
ered the touchdowns (TDs), while
the defense pitched the shutout be-
hind Matt Porchetta, who picked off
a pass, Sam Wustefeld, Nick Mussano
and Jack Cannon.

The B team stormed past Perth
Amboy, 32-12. Alex Oslislo blasted
nine yards and two yards to TDs and
Kyle Estivene darted 15 yards to a
TD in the second quarter, while
Charlie Fugett kicked three conver-
sions to make the score 24-0 at the
half. Back Ryan Johnson and line-
men Nicky Smith, Robby Camisa,
Jay Jay Sistrunk and Gianni Caro
Esposito provided solid blocking.

On the first play of the third period,
Stephen Oduro took a handoff on a
receiver reverse and breezed un-
touched 65 yards for the TD. Chris

Sekiya made the conversion kick.
The defense was spearheaded by
Oslislo, who pounced on a fumble,
Tommy Nakonechny, who collected
three sacks, Billy Root and Jahsyn
Silver.

The C team held on to edge Perth
Amboy, 13-6. Perth Amboy advanced
to the one-yard line, but the Raider
defense, led by Jayson Williams,
Bobby Root and Charlie Levine,
stopped the runner short of the end
zone as the game ended.

Aidan Guma scored two TDs, run-
ning from four and 23 yards out. The
Raiders received strong play from
Carter Slifer, Nolan O’Connor and
Mike Difrancesco. Both the Perth
Amboy B and C teams had entered
the game with just one loss apiece.

The D team fell on a last-minute
touchdown, 19-14. The Raiders domi-
nated the line of scrimmage early on
and put together a 13-play scoring
drive behind the offensive line of
Nick Susino), Nick DeSanto, Zack
Jachera, Max Oross, Alex Werkheiser,
Jackson Hopkins and Kyle Wester.
Quarterback Hayden Widder ran in a
TD and connected with tight end
Max Oross on the conversion.

The Raiders compiled three long
offensive drives and ran for over 200
yards, including 78 by Shawn Martin
and 48 by Ryan Duthie. Late in the
game, Sean Kennedy scored on an
18-yard run and Martin followed with
the conversion run to take a lead.
Brighton Easterling recovered a
fumble, Kenny Yeager added a sack
and Jack Manville, Nate Sta Rosa,
Quinn Williamson, Sam Oross and
Kyle Robinson recorded key tackles.

The E White team recorded a 19-0
victory. Ethan Costanzo dashed 60
yards to a TD and Matt Power ripped
off 65-yard TD sprint, while Amani
Adams scored a conversion. Chad
Van Pelt returned an interception 50
yards for a TD. Vincent Augello,
James Barth, Nick Evangelista,
Michael Hayeck, Andrew Allen, Jack
Pares and Mario Signorelli provided
solid defense.

The E Blue team traveled to
Millburn on October 20, and dropped
a 20-14 thriller. Anthony Robinson
scored both TDs and was treated to
some crisp blocking from Ronan
Yawger, Joshua Madera, Tommy
Schmidt, Tyrell Weir-Johnson, Aidan
Robertson and Jacob Eitmanas. Russ
Starosa chalked up a few sacks and
Zack Harmer, Ricky Watt and Chris-
tian Tardi, came through with the
run-stopping tackles.

BLASTING THROUGH THE DEFENSE...Nic Gambello blows through
Millburn’s defense helping propel the Westfield PAL football D team to another
victory, beating Millburn, 31-0. The D team is 6-0 and has not been scored on this
season.

WF PAL ‘C’ Team Stops
Millburn Grid Kids, 27-6

HEADING IN FOR A TOUCHDOWN...Griffin Rooney alludes a tackler on his
way to a 65-yard touchdown run in Westfield PAL C’s 27-6 victory over
Millburn.

The Westfield PAL “C” football
team remained undefeated with a 27-
6, win over Millburn on October 20.
A strong running and passing game
and a stingy defense provided the
Blue Devils with their sixth victory
of the season.

Touchdown runs of 65 yards by
Griffin Rooney and 35 yards by Tim
Alliegro, along with touchdown
passes from Hank Shapiro to Henry
Meiselman and from John Eric
Tilyou to John Czarnecki provided
the bulk of the scoring for the Blue
Devils.

Throughout the game, the offense

moved the ball effectively with Jake
Zrebiec, Colin Elliott and Colin Freer
also racking up solid yardage run-
ning or catching the ball. Ray Hurtt
added a nice 20-yard punt return.

The swarming Westfield defense
frustrated Millburn all day as Brendan
Harrington and Doug Moore recov-
ered fumbles and Nick Martini, Josh
Schuttevaer, Ryan Smith, Derrick
Arfanis, Ryan Billings, Reid Colwell
and Joe Muselli recorded tackles and
sacks.

Next up for the PAL C team will be
a home game against a tough squad
from Perth Amboy.

MOUNT OLIVE HALLOWEEN TOURNEY WINNERS...The Westfield White
Flash U11 girls soccer team captured first dressed as nerds on October 19 at Budd
Lake. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Chloe Beaulieu, Kayla Turnof,
Amber Nanaj, Lily McQuire, Allie Hinkel and Tess Caherly; second row,
Charlotte Dursee, Kelly Eagan, Madeline Silva, Jillian Omberg and Macey
Cullen; back row, Coach Shay Caherly and Trainer Neil Radley. Not pictured:
Heather O’Hern, Meghan Lambert and Coach Mike Beaulieu.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-15-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 86, SALARIES
AND COMPENSATION OF
THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 15, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING FOR THE END ZONE...Westfield B player Michael Fuccillo, No. 25,
dives for the endzone as Westfield defeats Millburn 12-0.

Westfield PAL B Boys Rock
Millburn Grid Kids, 12-0

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ULTIMATE CAPTAINS…Four alumni of Westfield High School’s Ultimate
(Frisbee) teams competed in a Columbus Day weekend college tournament: Greg
Howard, Boston University junior; Kevin Lakritz, TCNJ junior; Matt Weintraub,
Rutgers senior; and Jibran Mieser, Rutgers junior. Rutgers topped BU for the
Autumn Sky tournament championship in West Windsor. All four are team
captains now and played for WHS in the building years under coach Ryan Belline
that led to state tournament quarterfinal or semifinal appearances every year
since 2009. Westfield maintains high school, middle school, and, through the
YMCA, youth and travel Ultimate teams.

The Westfield Blue Devil PAL B
football team improved to 4-1-1 by
defeating the Millburn Chiefs, 12-0,
at Millburn High School Stadium on
October 20.

The Chiefs were driving late in the
first quarter when Matt Crowley in-
tercepted a pass at the 11 and re-
turned it 37 yards to the 48-yard line
as the quarter ended with no score.

As the second quarter started,
Westfield quarterback Aidan Gilman
hit Crowley for a 20-yard gain.
Michael Fuccillo then had rushes of
three and 12 yards. Charlie Riley ran
for four yards and Fuccillo again for
10 yards to give Westfield the ball at
the three-yard line. After a sack,
Westfield was backed up to the 16

when Fuccillo caught a Gilman screen
pass and was stopped just shy of the
goal line. On the next play, Fuccillo
got the ball in the end zone on a
sweep right. The PAT failed and
Westfield took the lead 6-0 into half-
time.

On the first play of the second half,
Matt McIntyre sprinted 65 yards to
the end zone. Key blocks on the play
were made by Ian Miller, Nathan
Hefner, Charlie Riley and Crowley.
The PAT failed.

Thomas DeRosa and Emmett
Smith also contributed on defense
and Fuccillo added a fourth quarter
interception as the Blue Devils re-
corded their third shutout of the
season.

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LEAPING GRAB...Westfield PAL A player Aidan Boland, No. 81, out-jumps
a Millburn defender for the touchdown reception. Westfield won 30-6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that at the
Planning Board meeting of October 21,
2013, the Planning Board of the Township
of Scotch Plains adopted the Resolution
for Konstruct Enterprises, Inc. for minor
subdivision approval property located at
1430 Martine Avenue, Block 11905, Lot
20, R-1 Zone of one lot into three conform-
ing lots with conditions.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board, Municipal
building, 430 Park Avenue and available
for public inspection during regular busi-
ness hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/7/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-1C, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Drainage, Cleaning, Video and Repair Contract, North - 2014;
Various Locations, North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union & Warren Counties. 100% State; DP No: 13454
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 10/17/13, 10/24/13 and 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on November 20,
2013 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 41 Farley Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 50 Lot 8,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by KS Property Company.

The applicant requests Proposed new
single family residence which is in viola-
tion of:

Section R-75 Art 184-115(e5) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Side Yard Setback; Permitted:
8.0 Feet; Present: n/a; Proposed: 6.1 Feet.

Section R-75 Art 184-115(e5) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Other Side Yard Setback; Per-
mitted: 11.0 Feet; Present: n/a; Proposed:
8.6 Feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
John Kelly

1020 Minisink Way
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $38.25

FSPY Kids Swim
‘Big Yellow Mile’

Recently, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains “Y” held the Big Yellow Mile
Swim for LIVESTRONG. Over 70
swimmers took part and all proceeds
went to the LIVESTRONG program
for cancer survivors held at the “Y”.
This event was supported in a large
part by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Swim Team. The older swimmers
were the counters and cheerleaders.
They did their own swims as well.
There were several relays of younger
swimmers that helped and encour-
aged each other to complete the mile.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
LIVESTRONG program is in its third
year of existence and there have been
over 100 cancer survivors that have
gone through this 12-week exercise
program with 18 participants in their
current program. The program en-
tails so much more than just exercise
for cancer survivors. In this program,
participants can network, support
each other, make new friends and
laugh. Many of the Y’s
LIVESTRONG participants go on to
join the “Y”, and exercise and social-
ize with each other in the
STAYSTRONG group.

To learn more about the Y’s
LIVESTRONG program, please call
Donna Peart at 908-889-8880 or email
dpeart@fspymca.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on NOVEMBER 7, 2013, at 7:30
pm, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
First Floor Council Chambers to hear the
following applications:

Francesco Guarino, 1385 Raritan
Road, Block 14801, Lot 49, R-1 Zone
who proposes to construct a senior suite at
the above location contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-23p(2)-Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones, Accessory Suite:
Maximum Allowed: An accessory suite
shall not comprise more than 500 square
feet of floor area of one story of the existing
dwelling. Proposed: 596 Square Feet of
existing space.

James and Carol McClure, 1210
Rahway Road, Block 15701, Lot 18 who
proposes to install a five (5) foot fence in
what is commonly known as the front yard
of a corner lot contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o-Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Five (5) feet in the front yard.

Oasis Church who proposes to utilize
two rooms at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restau-
rant, 250 Park Avenue, Block 7803, Lot 1,
on Sundays from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm to
conduct religious services. The following
variances are requested:

Section 23-5.2b(4)-Permitted Condi-
tional Uses: No building will be located
within 60 feet of a street line nor within 50
feet of a side or rear property line.

The existing building is located within 60
feet of a street line and this existing condi-
tion was approved by variance in March,
1984.

Section 23-5.2b(5)-Off Street Park-
ing: Minimum Required: One space for
each six seats in the Church building.
Proposed: Information must be provided.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $54.06

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING GOOD POSITION ON THE BALL...Blue Devil Jenna Helfand, No.
5, gets good position on the ball in the game against the GL Highlanders at Kehler
Stadium. Helfand scored a goal and the Blue Devils won, 4-0
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View Thousands of Homes Online

Westfield $499,000
Charming Colonial w/ 3BR/1.1BA, hdwd flrs
throughout, EIK, CAC, walk-up attic, newer
furn, close to NY trans & schools.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3076949

Cranford $399,000
Mint Colonial w/open flr plan, dream EIK w/
ss appls, 1st flr FR, 2zone CAC, hdwd flrs
throughout, mud room & rear deck.

Agent: Susan Wilson MLS: 3056444

Westfield $1,149,000
Ready for delivery…new construction! Must
see 4BR/4.1BA Colonial w/ great finishes,
quiet street, fin bsmt w/ full bath.

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3074219

Edison $399,900
A private courtyard welcomes you to this
3BR,3.1BA condo w/updt EIK, LR w/fpl, HW
flrs & fin bsmt w/FR.

Agent: Janice Kodatt MLS: 3056911

Westfield $1,150,000
Traditional details blend w/today's amenities
to create this unique 5 bdrm, 3.1ba fully
updated home in the "Gardens".

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3072718

Cranford $369,900
Charming 2BR/1.1BA Col, fabulous kit w/
granite & tile backsplash, polished fir flrs,
gas ht/CAC, gas fpl. No flood zone.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3088354

Westfield $1,299,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre w/
many recent updts,flowing flr plan,MBR w/
new bath & lrg dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3082846

Mountainside $569,999
Spacious 8 rm Ranch w/4BR, 2.1BA, many
updts, gorgeous EIK, HW flrs, 4th bdrm w/
sep entrance & half bath, central loc.

Agent: Barbara “Joyce” Antone MLS: 3076048

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 27th 1-4PM
611 Bradford Avenue

HOME SWEET HOME...The Trombleys enjoy their new home by Premier
Design Custom Homes.

WESTFIELD — Buyers are fall-
ing in love with Premier Design Cus-
tom Homes in Westfield, N.J. Ac-
cording to Coldwell Banker New
Homes, one of the nation’s largest,
award-winning residential brokerage
firms, two beautiful, four-bedroom
single-family homes just sold and
two more are underway to meet the
demand for finely crafted Colonial-
style homes in this sought after town
with traditional tree-lined streets, a
thriving downtown area and an easy
commute via car, bus or train into
Manhattan. Prices start from
$1,069,000 with delivery in March
2014.

Coldwell Banker New Homes Vice-
President David Schoner explains,
“The success of Premier Design Cus-
tom Homes begins with president
Gerald ‘Jerry’ Infantino’s simple phi-
losophy – create a new home with the
same level of perfection he’d put in
his own home. With degrees in engi-
neering and business management,
Jerry understands the importance of
proper planning, cutting edge tech-
nologies and one-on-one guidance.”

New Homes Specialist Lisa
Stafford of Coldwell Banker in
Westfield agrees and adds, “Buyers
find comfort in knowing Jerry is with
them through the entire homebuilding
process, ensuring their utmost satis-
faction. He’s a Westfield resident and
continually invites his customers to
his home to let them see firsthand the
fine craftsmanship that will go into
their new home.”

New home owners Gwen and Ben-
jamin Trombley describe, “This is
our first home, and we all know how
mind-boggling and overwhelming
that experience can be. We are so

grateful that Jerry and his staff of
professionals were with us every step
of the way. He was easy to work with
and always available to answer any
questions. We feel so lucky to have
met such an honest, competent builder
who we affectionately call our trusted
partner and guide.”

One of the best experiences for the
Trombleys was designing their
kitchen. “Jerry arranged for us to
meet with experts who helped us
craft our vision for our kitchen. From
the layout to the white Shaker
cabinetry to the top-of-the-line ap-
pliances, including a double oven, to
the custom pendant lighting, all the

choices and decisions came together
beautifully thanks to Jerry’s plan-
ning and personal direction. He even
helped us find the perfect polished
nickel hardware online and installed
it for us.”

The Trombleys add, “It was a truly
collaborative effort. Even Lisa, our
Realtor, went with us to pick out our
perfect slab of granite for the
countertops.”

New home owner Heather Benz
agrees, pointing out, “I can’t say
enough good things about what a
great experience I had buying my
new home.” Heather notes, “I had
been looking for a new home for 18

months, and I wanted to close before
the new school year began. Jerry’s
home was the first one I felt was ‘the
one’ – the one I wanted my kids to
grow up in. I noticed right away this
was a builder who cared about the
quality of his work, from the topnotch
materials and upgraded features
throughout the exterior and interior
of the home.”

Some of the other features found in
the new homes by Premier Design
Custom Homes include maintenance-
free HardiPlank siding; four finished
floors including the basement and
third floor bedroom suite; an open
floor plan; hardwood floors; nine-
foot ceilings; gas fireplace in the fam-
ily room and owner’s suite; designer
center island kitchen with custom
wood cabinetry, granite countertops
and stainless steel appliances; and a
second-floor laundry room.

Both families further pointed out
they love the fact that Jerry stayed on
schedule and completed their homes
on time. They also highly recom-
mend him to anyone who is search-
ing for a new home.

Currently, Premier Design Custom
Homes is offering two additional
properties in its Westfield portfolio
and will be introducing a new collec-
tion in Mendham, N.J., shortly. For
additional information on Premier
Design Custom Homes or to make an
appointment to preview its newest
homes, please contact New Homes
Specialist Lisa Stafford of Coldwell
Banker in Westfield on cell at (908)
337-2021 or in the office direct at
(908) 301-2044 or visit
www.cbnewhomes.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Proposal for First Malaria Vaccine
Is Good News to Everyone

The news that British drug maker
GlaxoSmithKline is seeking regula-
tory approval for the world’s first
malaria vaccine after trial data showed
that it had cut the number of cases in
African children should be good news
to every person in the world whether
or not in danger of contracting this
deadly disease. It remains a leading
cause of illness and death around the
world. Worldwide a child dies of
malaria every 30 seconds. The dis-
ease, spread by mosquitoes, kills
around 800,000 people a year which
is more than the combined popula-
tions of Union County, Hunterdon
County, and Warren County!

This is good news for every person
not only because this scourge may in
time be eliminated but because it
evidences human capability to meet
challenges that once were thought
insurmountable.

In a world of such terrible head-
lines that daily tell us of this or that
war or other conflict, this or that
corruption, this or that act of human
evil, how refreshing to have a head-
line that there is in the works a cure
for malaria!

But, of course, human history is
marked by progress! Small pox that
had taken hundreds of millions of
lives now eradicated from the face of
the Earth. Polio other than in certain
limited regions of the world no longer
a reason for parents to spend their
time worrying. The antibiotic drug
revolution. Heart and other organ
transplants. The prosthesis that can
be controlled simply by the thoughts
of its owner! The discovery of insu-
lin. Medications for blood pressure
and cholesterol. Who could imagine
another bubonic plague (“Black
Death”) that killed tens of millions of

people or some one-third of the popu-
lation in 14th century Europe?

 The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported on January
17, 2013 that there has been a 99.99
percent reduction in the number of
cases of Guinea worm from the
3,500,000 cases reported in 1986
when The Carter Center began lead-
ing the eradication campaign! Now
Benin, Burkina Faso, Chat, the Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Mauretania, Togo,
Uganda, the Cameroon, the Central
African Republic, India, Pakistan,
Senegal, and Yemen are World Health
Organization (WHO) certified
Guinea worm free. It can grow as
long as three feet in the human body
and cause agonizingly painful lesions
on the skin as it slowly emerges from
the body and incapacitates people for
an extended period of time from be-
ing able to work or attend school!

The evidence of other progress is
too long a list for this short letter!

There are new discoveries each
day in science and in medical science
that advance human health in ways
once thought unimaginable or im-
possible. They may not often make
the headlines but they save lives or
make life far more bearable than in
the olden days.

Many times these discoveries are
decades if not longer in the making.
The new malaria vaccine has taken
GlaxoSmithKline decades to develop.

What lies ahead? What hopes will
be fulfilled? What lives saved?

The irony is that the human mind
that is so evidently capable of so
much destruction is also so evidently
capable of so much good!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Disposing of Unused Meds Will Make
Our Homes Safer for Youth

Residents Invited to Contact Garwood
Democratic Council Members

Although there are no Democratic
candidates running for council office
in this upcoming November election,
we would nevertheless like to remind
the residents that their current Demo-
cratic council representatives are still
available to answer any questions,
clarify any issues, and listen to the
residents’ concerns about the bor-
ough. Their contact information is
listed below:

Sara Todisco, council president and
finance chair; committees: Laws and
Licenses, Board of Health, and Cel-
ebrations, (908) 377-7890 stodsico@
garwood.org; Lou Petruzzelli, police
commissioner: committees: Streets
and Roads, Athletic Field Complex,

Finance; and Recreation,
lpetruzzelli@ garwood.org.

Ann Palmer, Laws and Licenses
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Board of Education; Com-
mittee on Aging, and Fire, apalmer@
garwood.org.

Bill Nierstedt, Street and Roads
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Planning Board, and Fire.
wnierstedt@ garwood.org.

Any or all of these Democratic
council members would be pleased
to speak to the residents regarding
issues and concerns within the bor-
ough.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood Dem. Municipal Chair

I am writing in response to the Oc-
tober 10th, 2013 article, “County Resi-
dents Urged to Dispose of Unwanted
Meds.” I urge all residents to take part
in this initiative. As stated in the ar-
ticle, young people are, unfortunately,
a prime consumer of illegally obtained
prescription drugs. Teenagers most
often obtain prescription drugs by
going into people’s homes (acquain-
tances and strangers). If residents do
not keep unwanted prescription drugs
in their then teenagers will be less
likely to obtain them.

It is not uncommon for people to

acquire prescription medications
through breaking and entering – a
property crime. Property crime ar-
rests peak at age 16. If we, as a com-
munity, make the conscious effort to
properly dispose of unused medica-
tions then we can help the youth in our
community by not making our homes
a place in which they can get their
hands on prescription medication.

Christina Lewis
Scotch Plains

Buyers Tell Why They Love Premier Design Custom Homes

Give Keith Loughlin Opportunity To
Continue Representing 4th Ward

It has been my privilege to serve as
your 4th Ward Councilman for the last
decade. I have truly enjoyed my ser-
vice and hope to continue to serve you
with distinction. Four years ago, I was
joined on Council by Keith Loughlin.
Since that time, Councilman Loughlin
and I have worked together as a team
for the good of our constituents.

We have achieved nearly all of our
initial goals and we are proud of the
work that we have done on your be-
half. As vice-chairman of the public
safety committee, Councilman
Loughlin was instrumental in address-
ing the parking conditions at Westfield
High School including the addition of
107 off-street parking spaces and the
equitable reallocation of overflow on
our streets. Keith and I worked to-

gether with our state legislators to
stop the 150-foot tall cell tower being
proposed at the Armory. As a member
of the public works committee, he has
advocated for aggressive street repav-
ing in our ward while maintaining a
commitment to sound fiscal discipline.
Finally, Keith has, and will, continue
to be a boisterous advocate for a one-
seat train ride to New York City.

It is an honor to serve with Council-
man Keith Loughlin as your 4th Ward
Council Team. I hope that on Election
Day, Tuesday, November 5, you will
vote for Keith and give him the oppor-
tunity to continue his distinguished
service to all of us in the 4th Ward.

James Foerst
Westfield Councilman, 4th WardMore Letters on Page 18

Letters to the Editor
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QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

 
 
 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our 

meats, seafood & specialty items 
are individually flash-frozen & 
vacuum-sealed. Free David’s 

Cookie Dough for new customers! 

Never Compromise on Quality! 
908.346.1114    

www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Mitchell and Kranz Are Quality
Candidates Seeking Fanwood’s Votes
I want to take a moment to write

about Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
and Council candidate Tom Kranz’s
accomplishments that I have person-
ally observed which have benefited
Fanwood and why I am supporting
them on election day, November 5th.

Councilwoman Mitchell was and
continues to be a strong advocate for
our senior community which repre-
sents over 20 percent of our resi-
dents. She champions our Handy-
man Program which many seniors
have taken advantage of. She also
advocates for improvement to our
parks such as the new walking path at
Forest Road Park. And as police com-
missioner, works closely with (Po-
lice) Chief Trigo to keep our commu-
nity safe.

Council candidate Tom Kranz has
been a driving force behind the
borough’s communications efforts

that have literally helped us weather
the storms we have experienced over
the last few years. He updated the
look of our website, ensures that our
residents get the most up-to-date news
to keep them informed, oversees our
emergency radio station and handles
media for us in times of crisis. But
even more importantly, Tom has as-
sisted our residents in their most vul-
nerable moments for over a decade
by his dedicated and long-standing
service on our volunteer Fanwood’s
Rescue Squad.

Kathy Mitchell and Tom Kranz are
quality candidates who have earned
my vote on November 5 and I hope
yours as well. For more information
on Kathy and Tom visit
www.fanwooddems.com.

Russell J. Huegel
Fanwood Council President

Voting Yes on BOE Bond Question
Will Reduce Westfield Costs

This year Westfield voters find
themselves with an unusual decision.
They have to vote to save money, in
other words they need to say yes to
pay less. Last December, Westfield
voters approved a $13.6-million bond
referendum to replace and repair the
roofs of Westfield public schools.

In May, the State of New Jersey
made grant monies available to re-
duce the cost of this project. Receipt
of the monies, however, requires a
new bond vote. The school district
will not be able to redirect the money.
The $2.7 million simply won’t be
collected from taxpayers. If the vot-
ers disapprove the bond, then the
roofs will be completed as planned at
the original cost. The vote this No-
vember is not whether the roofs should
be completed. They will be com-
pleted either way. The vote is to de-

termine the amount taxpayers will
contribute towards completion.

A “yes” vote means the project
will cost taxpayers $2.7 million less
and a “no” vote means the project
will cost taxpayers the original $13.6
million. It is quite an unusual situa-
tion. Voting will take place at the
usual polling locations on Tuesday,
November 5, 2013. Voter registration
information can be found at ucnj.org/
government/county-clerk/county-
clerk-services/voter-registration.
Absentee ballot information can be
obtained at ucnj.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2010/08/vote-mail-ballot-
012712-uni.pdf.

Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Kate Fleschler, Ruth Maloney

Monica Bergin, Amisha Mody Mehta
Terese Guerriero

We Are All Appalled by
Writer Calling Bus A
‘Limousine Service’

This letter is in response to Mr.
Martucci’s letter entitled “Kids
Should Be At Curb for School Bus.”
To begin, there is very limited busing
in the town of Westfield, and when it
is offered, it is largely for children
with special needs. This includes chil-
dren who may have cerebral palsy
and possibly cannot walk to school,
or children with autism, or various
other issues, who need this service to
safely get to school.

Getting these children to the curb
is a responsibility of the parents, but
quite frankly it’s not always so easy –
many children with autism have anxi-
eties and other exhibited behaviors
that can throw a parent way off sched-
ule, but I can assure you, these par-
ents do their best. Secondly, I don’t
understand how you can be confused
– when the stop sign goes up, that
means the door is open, and you stop.
Otherwise you can proceed. People
with a little extra courtesy may choose
to wait an extra minute or two out of
concern for the children and the com-
munity – that’s just plain common
sense. Thirdly, as a parent of a child
with special needs, I can tell you that
your letter has gone viral throughout
the special needs community and
frankly, we are all appalled that you
would dare refer to this vital service
as a “limousine service.”

The two or three minute extra wait
time that you may have to endure
every once in a while would seem to
pale in comparison to the daily
struggles that a family with special
needs children may have to endure
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year.

Tom Passante
Westfield

Keeping Westfield Safe, Secure And
Efficient Are My Top Objectives

For the past six months, I have
been walking door-to-door in the 3rd
Ward in an effort to meet as many
residents as possible. I am nearing
the completion of my second trip
through the Ward and I have truly
enjoyed meeting so many people who
share the passion for our great town
of Westfield.

Nearly every person I have met
tells the same story about why they
moved to Westfield: “It’s a beautiful
town with excellent schools and a
great downtown.”

One thing I have noticed while
walking the Ward is the strength of
our neighborhoods and the value
people place on their homes. Homes
are well adorned with seasonal deco-
rations and there is certainly a “pride
of ownership.” People are investing
in their homes and the strength of our
property values is evident in the quick
closings of houses for sale.

The message I have been sharing
during my campaign is that I want to
keep Westfield a great town and build
upon the attributes that encouraged
all of us to purchase our home and
raise our families here in the first
place.

I will use my financial background
to review the budget and make sure
Westfield is operating as efficiently
as possible. With the Town of
Westfield receiving only 17 percent
of your tax dollars, it is imperative
that we maintain a strong bond rating
to keep our interest rates low and that
we examine every grant opportunity
for additional revenue streams.

As for spending the town’s tax
dollars, I want to make sure that we
focus on keeping Westfield safe and
secure and that we maintain the beauty
of our town. The most common con-
cern I have heard from residents is
the paving of streets. I will push for
more street paving and focus on the
streets most in need of repair.

One of the unique aspects of
Westfield that contributes to its charm
is the ability to jog down one of our
tree-lined streets, stroll through down-
town or walk your child to school. I
plan to ensure that the town renews
its focus on pedestrian-friendly poli-
cies that promote safety.

It has been a pleasure getting to
know so many residents and sharing
my vision for Westfield. If we have

not met and you would like to share
your thoughts, please contact me at
vote@votedavid2013.com. I would
be honored to represent the residents
of the 3rd Ward as your councilman.
I ask for your support on Nov. 5th.

David Oliveira
3rd Ward Council Candidate

Westfield
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GOP FUNDRAISER...Union County Republican freeholder candidate Ira J.
Geiger meets Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno at a fundraiser for the Union
County Republican Party.

Lance Comments on
Debit Limit Agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released the following
statement on last week’s debt limit deal:

 “As a strong fiscal conservative I be-
lieve in paying our bills in full and on
time. I believe it is fiscally irresponsible
to do otherwise. President Ronald Reagan
once said that the United States has, ‘a
special responsibility to itself and the
world to meet its obligations. It means we
have a well-earned reputation for reli-
ability and credibility – two things that
set us apart from much of the world.’

“I will vote later this evening (October
17) on a plan that meets our obligations.
It will reopen the federal government and
puts in place long overdue budget nego-
tiations between the House and Senate. It
is not a perfect solution and I am proud to
have worked tirelessly across the aisle
with like-minded members from both
sides of the Capitol on a broader package.
But those efforts failed to bear fruit and
my colleagues and I now face an impasse

concerning our nation’s finances.
“In a 1983 letter to then-Senate Major-

ity Leader Howard Baker (R-Tenn.),
President Ronald Reagan wrote: ‘This
country now possesses the strongest credit
in the world. The full consequences of a
default by the United States are impos-
sible to predict and awesome to contem-
plate. Denigration of the full faith and
credit of the United States would have
substantial effects on the domestic finan-
cial markets and the value of the dollar in
exchange markets. The nation can ill
afford to allow such a result. The risks,
the costs, the disruptions, and the incal-
culable damage lead me to but one con-
clusion: the Senate must pass this legisla-
tion before the Congress adjourns.’

“Let us heed President Reagan’s words
and put the threat of default on America’s
financial obligations behind us and refo-
cus our energies on a long-term deficit
reduction agreement to get our fiscal
house in order.”

Thanks to All Helped Me With
Prefontaine Trail at Tamaques

Incumbent SP-F BOE Member
Seeks SP Voters Support

I am Nancy Bauer an incumbent
candidate for the Board of Education
in Scotch Plains. I am currently vice-
president of the BOE chairing the
curriculum committee and serving
on the finance committee. I am run-
ning again because nothing is more
important than the education of our
children. My children attended Scotch
Plains schools and it is important to
me that our schools continue to edu-
cate young people to be knowledge-
able and successful citizens and lead-
ers.

As a parent, I attended BOE meet-
ings to ask questions and advocate
for smaller class sizes or a specific
program. I know how important it is
that the people you are trusting with
these decisions will listen to commu-
nity concerns, weigh decisions care-
fully and be as fair as possible.

As an educator, I have held various
positions over the years. I began as a
classroom teacher and now I am a

teacher educator. I work with school
districts all over the state which gives
me the opportunity to see how other
districts handle various issues whether
they are related to curriculum, induc-
tion of new teachers or finances.

During the last six years as a mem-
ber of the BOE representing Scotch
Plains despite severe budget cuts I
helped ensure high quality programs
in our schools while keeping costs in
check for taxpayers.

If you live in Scotch Plains it would
be an honor to have your vote and
represent you on the BOE. You can
continue to trust me to work
collaboratively to make careful deci-
sions taking into account multiple
perspectives with a focus on main-
taining the excellent reputation of the
Scotch Plains Fanwood public
schools.

Nancy Bauer, Candidate
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

Westfield Board of Health Reports
On October 7 Meeting Agenda

The Westfield Board of Health met
on October 7. The seasonal influenza
vaccination program is ongoing. Join
us and get vaccinated now, since it is
best to develop immunity and be pro-
tected before the flu starts spreading.
The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment offers many types of flu
vaccine. For all types, there is a $15
cash fee for each person who does
not have Medicare B or one of the
following insurances: Aetna, CIGNA,
Humana, Medicaid and United
Healthcare.

Residents can contact Laura
Scanlon, the public health nursing
supervisor, at (908) 789-4070, ex-
tension 4074, or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov to sched-
ule a flu vaccination appointment at
the health department office in the
municipal building.

The federally-funded Vaccines for
Adults Program has also started. Resi-
dents who are uninsured, on Medic-
aid or have Medicare, but not Part D,
are eligible. Available vaccines are
for shingles, pneumonia, meningitis,
tetanus, diphtheria, whooping cough/

pertussis (Tdap) and human papil-
loma virus. For more information,
please contact Ms. Scanlon.

Of 19 retail food establishments
inspected, all were satisfactory. Of
30 food vendors inspected as part of
Festifall, 28 were approved, one was
issued a summons and one was re-
moved from the event.

A reminder from the Sustainability
Committee: Please do not dispose of
medications in the toilet. The waste-
water treatment plant cannot process
medicines, which can then adversely
affect wildlife. Rather, dispose of
unwanted medications safely in the
garbage or in the drop-off box lo-
cated in the county police building at
300 North Avenue, East.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
October 7 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our No-
vember 4 meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.

Lawrence D. Budnick, M.D.
President, Westfield Board of Health

I recently completed my Eagle
Scout Project, which was the enhance-
ment of the Prefontaine Trail in
Tamaques Park. The project included
installing signs, trail markers, and
benches, and laying down gravel and
dirt over exposed tree roots. This
project could not have been com-
pleted without the numerous volun-
teers and donations I received. I would
like to thank the Westfield Depart-
ment of Public Works, the Town of
Westfield, Westfield Recreation Com-
mission, Westfield Lumber, Weldon’s

Materials, Bartell’s, the Home De-
pots of Garwood, Union and
Watchung, Ferraro’s South and
Wabash Valley for materials, sup-
plies and assistance that was pro-
vided.

Finally, I would like to acknowl-
edge and thank the numerous volun-
teers who donated their time to help
me complete this project including:
my fellow scouts and adult leaders in
Troop 273, the members of Troop 77,
my Westfield High School Cross
Country teammates, and my family
and friends.

Gideon Lee
Westfield

GOOD WOOF...Mark Martini, Union County Freeholder Candidate, right,
recently met with Al Lopez of Summit and founder of Home For Good Dog
Rescue, a volunteer  501(c)3 organization based in both Berkley Heights and
Summit, dedicated to saving the lives of dogs in high kill shelters, at the Cranford
Street Fair. Home for Good Dog Rescue fosters and vets the dogs, then they find
them  good homes. The organization is presently celebrating Happy National
Adopt-a-Shelter-Dog Month. (Pg 18)

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-16-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 86 SALARIES AND
COMPENSATION, AND
CHAPTER 67, POLICE DE-
PARTMENT, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 15, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-18-R

AMENDMENT TO AN ORDI-
NANCE AMENDING SECTION
280-50, SCHEDULE V, OF THE
CODE FO THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD REVISING
HOURS FOR PARKING IN
MINICIPAL LOTS NO. 1 AND
NO. 2

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 15, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/24/13, The Times Fee: $18.87

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos
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Visit our website: www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com
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CLASSIFIEDSFunding Told for Historic
Sites, Rec., Urban Forestry

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
approved the allocation of just over
$1.37 million in funding for local
community projects through the
Union County Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund. The monies will help
preserve historic treasures, improve
recreation for children, and plant
trees.

The Trust Fund was established
in the 2000 election year by refer-
endum. The initial goal was to ac-
quire and preserve 100 acres of the
rapidly dwindling amount of natu-
ral open space left in Union County.
In addition to surpassing that bench-
mark with acquisitions totaling
more than 300 acres countywide,
the Trust Fund now includes three
matching grant programs that are
designed to fit the individual needs
and priorities of the 21 municipali-
ties in Union County.

The Preserve Union County pro-
gram was added in 2003. Providing
for grants every other year, it is a
merit-based grant program that
helps save civic landmarks and his-
toric sites. Eligible projects also
include barrier-free access such as
ramps, restrooms and elevators.

This year’s Preserve Union
County total is $303,000, bringing
the overall Preserve Union County
total since its inception to approxi-
mately $2.8 million.

Some highlights from this year’s
round of funding include $20,000
for the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Center in Fanwood, $25,000 for
the Oswald J. Nitschke House in
Kenilworth, and $20,850 for the
Nathaniel Drake House in Plain-
field.

The Kids’ Recreation Trust Fund
was established as an initiative of
Freeholder Angel G. Estrada in
2004, to help municipalities up-
grade their recreational facilities
for children. It consists of match-
ing dollar-for-dollar grants that are
based on proposals by the munici-
palities.

Eligible projects can include the
improvement of existing playing
fields and other facilities, and the
construction of new facilities. Bike
trails and certain other all-ages
projects are also eligible.

The total for the Kids’ Trust Fund
in 2013 is $1,027,500.

The third program, which also
launched in 2004 as an initiative of
Freeholder Estrada, is called
Greening Union County. It pro-
vides matching tree-for-tree grants
to help reduce air pollution, cool
off urban “heat islands” in warm
weather, and provide aesthetic
improvements to business districts,
public facilities and residential ar-
eas.

This year, Greening Union
County grants for trees totaled
$67,600 for approximately 688
trees.

Since 2004, well over 6,000 trees
have been planted through Green-
ing Union County. That includes
grants for street trees as well as
trees at public historic sites, parks
and other public facilities.

Please join the County of Union
online at www.ucnj.org, on
Facebook at www.ucnj.org/
facebook, and on Twitter at
twitter.com/countyofunionnj.

2013 Preserve Union County

Grants:
Old First Historic Trust, for First

Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth,
$20,000; City of Elizabeth, for
Elizabeth River Trail, $25,396; City
of Elizabeth, for Elizabeth Public
Library, $20,000; Borough of Fan-
wood, for Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Center, $20,000; Kenilworth
Historic Society Inc., for Oswald J.
Nitschke House, $25,000; Moun-
tainside Restoration Committee, for
Levi-Cory House, $30,000; City of
Plainfield, for Lampkin House and
Barn, $25,000; Historical Society
of Plainfield, for Nathaniel Drake
House,($20,000;

St. Mary’s Roman Catholic
Church, for St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church, $16,770; Mer-
chants and Drivers Tavern Museum
Association, for Merchants and
Drovers Tavern Museum, $20,000;
Township of Scotch Plains, for
Shady Rest Country Club, $25,000.
First Presbyterian Church of Con-
necticut Farms, for Connecticut
Farms Church, $30,000; Liberty
Hall Museum Inc., for Liberty Hall
Museum – Carriage House,
$25,000; (Total: $303,016).

Kids Recreation Trust Fund
Grants:

Berkeley Heights – $10,000 for
Police Athletic League; Clark –
$23,245 for sand volleyball instal-
lation and roller hockey rink im-
provements; Cranford, $88,000 for
Memorial Field, Roosevelt Play-
ground, and Sherman Field im-
provements; Elizabeth, $88,000 for
Elizabeth Conservancy; Fanwood,
$18,000 for improvements to ice
skating rink; Garwood, $25,000 for
security camera, picnic tables,
fence, chairs, phone system, and
defibrillator; Hillside, $38,959 for
light protectors, fans, basketball
equipment, signs, bleachers,
benches and Health Quest fitness
cluster; Linden – $66,000 for im-
provements to Al Kalla Park and
Memorial Park.

Mountainside, $18,250 for im-
provements to Deerfield school,
Echo Brook, and pool facilities;
New Providence, $50,000 for im-
provements to Lincoln and Leider
fields; Plainfield, $88,000 for im-
provements to playgrounds at
Seidler Field; Rahway, $124,080
for improvements to softball field,
and tennis and basketball courts;
Roselle, $88,000 for improve-
ments to Cristiani Park; Scotch
Plains, $10,000 for 16 tables for
day camp; Springfield, $66,000
for improvements to Chisholm
Recreat ion Center ;  Summit ,
$50,000 for improvements to
bocce court and Wilson Park;
Union, $88,000 for a tractor and
improvements to Rabkin Park, and
Westfield, $88,000 for turf at
Houlihan and Fay fields. (Total:
$1,027,534)

Greening Union County Grants:
Berkeley Heights, $1,304;

Cranford, $4,250; Elizabeth,
$17,200; Fanwood, $1,356; Linden,
$11,250; New Providence, $4,800;
Plainfield, $12,005; Rahway,
$1,500; Springfield, $2,000; Sum-
mit, $6,250, and Union, $4,700.
(Total: $67,615.50 for approxi-
mately 688 trees)

SUPPORTING THE MAYOR...Donna and Andy Wasserman threw a friendraiser
at their home for Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and First Ward Councilman Sam
Della Fera on Saturday night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Donna and Andy
Wasserman, Mayor Skibitsky and his wife Debbie, Sheryl Della Fera and
Councilman Sam Della Fera.

Surrogate LaCorte Offers
Seminar on Wills, Estates

COUNTY – Union County se-
niors and their families will have an
opportunity to receive reliable guid-
ance on wills, estates and related
matters, at a free seminar conducted
by County Surrogate James S.
LaCorte on Tuesday, October 29, at
2 p.m. The seminar will be held in
the auditorium at the Union County
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

As part of the seminar, a repre-
sentative from the freeholder board
will also be present to explain the
new Union County Prescription
Drug Discount Card.

“Settling an estate has become
increasingly difficult, as the bank-
ing community and their providers
impose new rules covering tax
forms, leases, reverse mortgages,
safe deposit boxes and custodial
accounts,” Mr. LaCorte said. “This
seminar is designed to answer your
questions and help to make the pro-
cess works smoothly for Union
County families.”

The seminar also includes a full
range of topics related to probate
matters, including banking, estate
taxes, joint tenants, surviving
spouses, and right of survivorship.

“Spouses and children who as-
sume that everything held in trust
passes to the survivor without going
through probate, but that may not
always be true. The contract between
you and the provider, such as a bank
or mortgage, also plays a key role in
settling estates,” Mr. LaCorte said.

In addition to reviewing the im-
portance of having a valid will, Mr.
LaCorte will also discuss the duties
of an executor, and explain the dif-
ference between power of attorney

and advanced directive.
He will also field questions re-

lated to real estate issues and the
transfer of assets from the
decedent’s name.

Mr. LaCorte has been surrogate
of Union County since January 1,
2000. He has been a member of the
member of the Surrogate Judiciary
Liaison Committee since 2008 and
is a former section chief of the Sur-
rogates Section of the Constitutional
Officers Association, State of New
Jersey. In 2009 he received the Wil-
liam J. McCloud Award for out-
standing service in the protection
of families in Union County. Prior
to his election to Surrogate, his prac-
tice focused on probate law and
general equity as well as criminal
and civil matters.

The Union County Surrogate is a
New Jersey State constitution of-
fice responsible for administering
the probate of wills, appointment
of estate administrators, and ap-
pointment of guardians for minors.
The surrogate is also responsible
for the administration of adoptions,
and for filing state Superior Court,
Chancery Division, and probate part
complaints. In addition, the Surro-
gate is the judge and clerk of the
Surrogate’s Court and the deputy
clerk of the Superior Court Chan-
cery Division, probate part.

The seminar is expected to last
approximately one hour, and pre-
registration is not required. For
more information on the seminar
and all other county surrogate pro-
grams and services, call (908) 527-
2480 or visit ucnj.org/surrogate.

To contact the Trailside Nature
and Science Center, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/parks.

Kaplansky Returns to Coffee
With Conscience Series

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will
present Lucy Kaplansky in concert
on Saturday, November 16, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue) in Westfield.
Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $24 online and $30 at the
door. This concert will benefit the
Keith Knost Special Needs Fund.

Tickets can be purchased online
in advance – at the discounted price
– by going to:
lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com.

Lucy Kaplansky started out sing-
ing in Chicago bars. Then, barely
out of high school, she took off for
New York City. There she found a
fertile community of songwriters
and performers – Suzanne Vega, John
Gorka, Bill Morrissey, Cliff
Eberhardt, and others – where she fit
right in.

With a beautiful flair for harmony,
Lucy was everyone’s favorite sing-
ing partner, but most often she found
herself singing as a duo with Shawn
Colvin. People envisioned big things
for them; in fact, The New York Times
said it was “easy to predict stardom
for her.”

But then Lucy dropped it all! Lucy
left the musical fast track to pursue
a doctorate in Psychology. Upon
completing her degree, Dr.
Kaplansky took a job at a New York
hospital working with chronically
mentally ill adults, and also started a
private practice. Yet she continued
to sing.

Lucy was often pulled back into
the studio by her friends, (who now
had contracts with record labels)
wanting her to sing on their albums.
She harmonized on Ms. Colvin’s
Grammy-winning “Steady On,” on
Nanci Griffith’s “Lone Star State of
Mind” and “Little Love Affairs,”
and on four of John Gorka’s al-
bums. She also landed soundtrack
credits, singing with Suzanne Vega
on “Pretty in Pink” and with Ms.
Griffith on “The Firm,” and several
commercial credits.

Then Shawn Colvin, who was

itching to produce a record, hooked
up with Lucy, her ex-singing part-
ner. They went into the studio, and
it all came together. When Lucy’s
solo tapes got into the hands of Bob
Feldman, president of Red House
Records, he was blown away. Sud-
denly, Lucy was back in the music
business. She signed with Red
House and started playing gigs. Red
House released “The Tide” in 1994
to rave reviews, and within six
months, Lucy signed with a major
booking agency, and began touring
so much it required leaving her two
psychologist positions behind.

Five albums behind her, Lucy re-
discovers her musical roots and re-
turns to the more acoustic sound of
the music she first fell in love with
– folk and classic country.

Lucy’s new life as a mother has
enhanced the emotional depth of her
songwriting. Her sixth album “Over
the Hills,” released in March, 2007,
explores universal themes of love, joy,
loss, and dreams for the future, through
reflections on family. It is pure Ameri-
cana, wonderfully raw and rich with
heartache and hope.

For more info about this concert
and the featured artist, visit
lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com/ The
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries is a seven-show series running
from October through May at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm Street in
Westfield and is further supported by
a generous grant from the Westfield
Service League, and a few other pri-
vate donations – which are enthusi-
astically encouraged.

For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries, the upcoming performance, or
ways in which to get involved with
the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org. You
can also call the Concert Hotline at
(908) 412-9105 or e-mail to
ahrre@ahrre.com. Volunteers are al-
ways appreciated.

Dedicated Route Available in the
Paterson area. Weekly Hometime!
Thru the house during the
week. New Equipment! Req'd:
1yr OTR exp, 22yrs old & CDL-A.

(866) 370-4476
www.drive4marten.com

SITUATION WANTED

Caregiver for Elderly People Look-
ing for Job. I Have Experience &
References. Certified. English &
German Speaking. Drive own car.

(732) 648-5428

WESTFIELD SALE

HUGE INDOOR
CHILDREN'S SALE

Fri. Oct 25,9AM-6PM
Sat. Oct 26,9AM-12PM

Westminster Hall
Presbyterian Church of Westfield
110 Mountain Avenue, Westfield

Children's clothing, books,
puzzles, games, toys, baby

items, strollers, etc.
Call (908) 232-6717

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1 Bedroom Apartment in a 2 family
house. 2 blocks from center of
town. $1465/month plus utilities.
No pets. call (908) 232-4655.

PAINTING & POWERWASHING

Licensed and Insured
References Available

(908) 240-7969
Ask for Matthew

DRIVERS:

Teams up to 4,500 miles per week!
.28 CPM! Van freight. Full benefits
after 90 days! CDL-A, 2yr exp,
Clean MVR req. Call Jan: (608)
364-9716 or Gil (608) 364-9719

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

The deadline for placing
classified ads NEXT WEEK

is Monday, 10/28/13

The Newspaper will be
mailed to ALL homes in
Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside,

Garwood & Cranford
on 10/31/13

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-843
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Central Jersey Legal Services

$3,000.00
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-

less $27,549.00
SERVICES: Homeless Trust Fund
PERIOD: November 1, 2013- March 31,

2014
COSTS: in the total amount of

$30,549.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-847
AWARDED TO: Appraisal Associates

Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

general appraisal services related to mat-
ters before Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund Commit-
tee

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-846
AWARDED TO: ARD Appraisal Com-

pany, Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

general appraisal services related to mat-
ters before Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund Commit-
tee

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-851
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates,

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

landscape architectural services at The
Ponderosa Farm Park, 1600 Cooper Road,
Scotch Plains New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$4,368.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-868
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting,

P.A., of Red Bank, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

professional engineering design, and con-
struction administration services for the
Madison Avenue Park Synthetic Turf Field,
Rahway, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$95,910.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-864
AWARDED TO: Neglia Engineering

Associates, Lyndhurst, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

a Traffic Study for the Wood Avenue Cor-
ridor, City of Linden, New Jersey

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$40,600.00

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/17/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-844
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
Berkeley Heights $14,123.00
Clark $13,053.00
Cranford $18,614.00
Elizabeth $75,854.00
Garwood $14,202.00
Hillside $20,800.00
Kenilworth $18,255.00
Linden $32,200.00
Mountainside $15,743.00
New Providence $16,867.00
Plainfield $33,379.00
Rahway $25,487.00
Roselle $18,868.00
Roselle Park $18,582.00
Scotch Plains/Fanwood $32,836.00
Springfield $15,003.00
Union $34,184.00
Westfield $26,651.00
Prevention Links, Inc. $6,000.00
SERVICES: 2014 Municipal Alliance

Program
PERIOD: July1, 2014- June 30, 2015
COSTS: in the total amount of

$450,701.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $35.70

Booker Captures
U.S. Senate Seat

STATE — With turnout of only 25
percent, Newark Mayor Cory Booker
l won a special election on October
16 over former Bogota mayor Steve
Lonegan to fill the remaining year on
the unexpired United States Senate
seat of the late Senator Frank
Lautenberg, who died in June.

Mr. Booker won by a count of
717,973 to 578,985 in capturing 56
percent of the vote. He won Union
County by a tally of 48,991 to Mr.
Lonegan’s 27,152, according to elec-
tion results.

Locally, Mr. Booker won West-
field, 3,226-2,446; Scotch Plains,
2,679-2,052 and Summit, 1,011-772.
Mr. Lonegan won Mountainside, 940-
599; and Garwood, 418-329.

Mr. Booker will replace temporary
Senator Jeff Chiesa, the state’s former
attorney general, who was named by
Governor Chris Christie to the Sen-
ate seat until a special election could
be held.

Mr. Booker easily defeated Reps.
Rush Holt (D-12th), Frank Pallone
(D-6th) and Assembly Speaker (D-
34th) to win a special primary elec-
tion in August.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings November 13rd,

evenings October 30th.
CHHA, classes start

evenings November 18th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends November 17th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

Probitas Verus Honos
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-023821-13
FILE NO. 51333-437

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:

LORETTA LISKIEWICZ,
WIDOW, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; EDWARD J.
LISKIEWICZ, JR., UNMAR-
RIED, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS,
THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTERST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Amended Complaint filed in a civil
action in which US Bank Custodian for
Phoenix is plaintiff and Loretta Liskiewicz,
Widow, her heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest, et al.
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, within 35 days after
October 24, 2013, exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Amended Complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box
971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accor-
dance with the rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure. You are further advised that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may call
the Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-
LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free legal
assistance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Refer-
ral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies are as follows:
Lawyer Referral Service: (908) 353-4715.
Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #10-00198 dated June 9, 2011 made
by Stacey L. Carron, Collector of Taxes of
the City of Linden, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to US Bank Custo-
dian for Phoenix and covers real estate
located at 2731 Wickersham Avenue in
the City of Linden, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, known at Lot 4, Block
386, as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of the City of
Linden. Said tax sale certificate was re-

corded in the Clerk’s Office of Union County
on August 4, 2011, in book 13154, page
976, as instrument #532931.

YOU, LORETTA LISKIEWICZ, WIDOW,
are made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF
LORETTA LISKIEWICZ, WIDOW, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, AND
EACH of you are made defendants in the
above entitled action because Loretta
Liskiewicz died on April 7, 2007, a resident
of Linden, Union County, New Jersey.
There is no record of probate or adminis-
tration filed in her estate with the Union
County Surrogate. According to her obitu-
ary, she was survived by her son, Edward
J. Liskiewicz, Jr., as her sole heir-at-law
and next-of-kin. Inasmuch as Loretta
Liskiewicz, widow, died intestate, plaintiff
joined her, her heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest.

YOU, EDWARD J. LISKIEWICZ, JR.,
UNMARRIED, are made a defendant in
the above entitled action because you are
an heir of Loretta Liskiewicz, Widow, record
owner of the property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF ED-
WARD J. LISKIEWICZ, JR., UNMARRIED
, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST, AND EACH of you are made defen-
dants in the above entitled action because
Edward J. Liskiewicz, Jr. died on Novem-
ber 24, 2010, a resident of Linden, Union
County, New Jersey. To date no record of
probate or administration has been found
for his estate. Inasmuch as Edward J.
Liskiewicz, Jr., unmarried, died intestate,
plaintiff joined him, his heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est as party defendants.

YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS/UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS, THEIR HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you are
made defendants in the above entitled
action because you have or may claim to
have some right, title, lien or other interest
affecting the real estate being foreclosed
by virtue of ownership, inheritance, de-
scent, intestacy, devise, dower, courtesy,
mortgage, deed, or conveyance, entry of
judgment or other legal or lawful right.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Amended Complaint, a copy of which will
be furnished you on request addressed to
the attorneys of the plaintiff at the above
mentioned address.
DATED:  October 24, 2013

MICHELLE M. SMITH, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $128.52

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-023623-13
FILE NO. 51333-433

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:

WILLIAM GREENE A/K/A WIL-
LIAM E. GREENE, DI-
VORCED, HIS HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Amended Complaint filed in a civil
action in which U.S. Bank Custodian for
Phoenix Funding is plaintiff and William
Greene a/k/a William E. Greene, divorced,
his heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest, et al. are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, within 35 days after Octo-
ber 24, 2013, exclusive of such date. If you
fail to do so, judgment by default may be
rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Amended Complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box
971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in ac-
cordance with the rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure. You are further advised
that if you cannot afford an attorney, you
may call the Legal Services office in the
county where you live or the Legal Ser-
vices of New Jersey Statewide Hotline
at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If
you do not have an attorney and are not
eligible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling
one of the Lawyer Referral Services. The
names and telephone numbers of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service:  (908) 353-4715. Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-

cate # 11-122 dated May 31, 2011 made
by Joseph P. Skelly, Collector of Taxes of
the Township of Hillside, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to U.S. Bank
Custodian for Phoenix Funding and cov-
ers real estate located at 33 Williamson
Avenue, Township of Hillside, County of
Union and State of New Jersey, known as
Lot 43, Block 1003, as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of the Township of Hillside. Said tax sale
certificate was recorded in the Clerk’s Of-
fice of Union County on July 27, 2011, in
Book 13149, page 832 as instrument
#532357.

YOU, WILLIAM GREENE A/K/A WILL-
IAM E. GREENE, DIVORCED, are made a
defendant in the above entitled action be-
cause you are the record owner of the
property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF WILL-
IAM GREENE A/K/A WILLIAM E.
GREENE, DIVORCED, AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you
are made defendants in the above entitled
action because William E. Greene died on
December 25, 2011. At the time of the filing
of the Complaint in this matter, there was
no record of probate or administration filed
in his estate with the Union County
Surrogate’s Office. Since that time, Appli-
cation for Administration was filed by Kelly
Greene in the Union County Surrogate’s
Office. Inasmuch as William Greene a/k/a
William E. Greene, divorced, died intes-
tate, plaintiff joined him, his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest, as party defendants.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Amended Complaint, a copy of which will
be furnished you on request addressed to
the attorneys of the plaintiff at the above
mentioned address.
DATED:  October 24, 2013

MICHELLE M. SMITH, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $93.35

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on October 16, 2013 for the
following applications decided at its meet-
ings on September 9, 2013.

Gary and Allison Rudow, 304 Dudley
Avenue, East. Applicant was granted c
and d variance approval to construct a
screened porch at the main living level of
the residence and to construct exterior
stairs to grade level and a roofed “link”
between the residence and the existing
garage contrary to Sections 12.04G, 11.04
E6, 11.04E7, 11.04E8 and 11.04E12 of
the Land Use Ordinance allowing an all
improvement coverage of 8,697 square
feet, a side yard setback of 12.9 feet, a rear
yard setback of 48.5 feet, a building height
of 41.61 feet and an eave height of 32.36
feet. Applicant requested a one year ex-
tension of prior approval. Extension
granted.

Richard & Susan Reich, 414 Wash-
ington Street. Applicant sought approval
to construct first and second story addi-
tions contrary to section 11.09E10 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a maximum
building coverage of 23.4% /1,726 square
feet where a maximum of  20%/ 1,472.60
square feet is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Christopher Fikry & Stephanie Mann,
1020 Summit Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct a one story addition
and a two car garage and to convert a side
porch to a side deck contrary to Sections
11.02C1, 11.07E7, 12.04E1, 12.04F1,
12.04F2 and 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow:  a deck in the side yard;
a rear yard setback of 22.66 feet where a
setback of 35 feet is required; a floor area
ratio of 33.63% where a maximum of 31.2%
is allowed; a building coverage of 21.65%
where a maximum of 20% is allowed; a
building coverage with a deck of 23.1%
where a maximum of 22% is allowed; and
a building coverage with a porch of 24.7%
where a maximum of 24%. is allowed.
Application denied.

Richard Russo, 1128 Prospect Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
single family home contrary to Section
11.05E5 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a front yard setback of 43.5 feet
where a setback of 71.6 feet is required.
Application approved with conditions.

Aron Minken & Nancy Weiss, 412
Wells Street. Applicant sought approval
to construct a single story addition con-

trary to Sections 11.09E6 and 12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 8 feet 6 inches where a
minimum of 10 feet is required and to allow
a building coverage of 21.65% where a
maximum of 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Scott & Carol Geraghty, 744 Embree
Crescent. Applicant sought approval to
construct one and two story additions con-
trary to Sections 11.09E6 and 11.09E13 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow side yard
setbacks of 8.3 feet on the left side and
6.42 feet on the right side with a setback of
4.2 feet to the chimney flue and optional
box bay and to allow continuous wall
lengths of +36 feet and +38 feet where a
maximum length of 25 feet is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.

Denise Edwards and Vasu Kengeri,
702 Shackamaxon Drive. Applicant
sought approval to cover the front porch
contrary to Section 11.07E5 (12.03D) of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a front
yard setback of 33.6 feet where a setback
of 40.4 feet is required. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Lori & Jared Rabinowitz, 312 Temple
Place. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a one story addition contrary to Sec-
tions 11.12E6, 11.12E13, 12.04F1,
12.04F2, 12.04F3 and 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard set-
back of 3.87 feet where a minimum of 10
feet is required; to allow a continuous wall
length of 54.33 feet where a maximum of
25 feet is allowed; to allow a building
coverage of 22.8% where a maximum of
20% is allowed; to allow a building cover-
age with a deck of 23.5% where a maxi-
mum of 22% is allowed; to allow a building
coverage with a porch of 27.8% where a
maximum of 24% is allowed and to allow
an all improvement coverage of 52.6%
where a maximum of 50% is allowed. Ap-
plication denied.

Dalida & Peter Nigro, 433 Roanoke
Road. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a second story addition contrary to
Section 11.05E7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a rear yard setback of 35.94
feet where a minimum of 40 feet is re-
quired. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 10/24/13, The Leader Fee: $104.04

PUBLIC NOTICE

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney, County of Union
OPEN SPACE...Fanwood elected officials, recreation commissioners and Union
County Freeholders celebrated the ribbon cutting of a parcourse fitness trail
around the perimeter of Forest Road Park. The improvement, which provides for
various forms of exercise, was funded in part through $50,000 in Kids Recreation
monies from the Union County Open Space Trust Fund program. Pictured, left
to right, are:Fanwood Council Members Russell Huegel, Anthony Parenti, Kevin
Boris and daughter, Emma, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Fanwood Recre-
ation Commissioner Anthony Carter, Union County Freeholder Chairman
Linda Carter, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood,  Fanwood Recre-
ation Commissioners Tom Smith, Joanna Budries and Mike Kelly.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEP BACK IN TIME...A docent dressed in clothing from the turn of the century
greets visitors at the Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains  over the
weekend during the “4 Centuries in a Weekend” tour.

SP Students Concerned for
the Needy Collecting PJs

PAJAMA PROGRAM…The Students Concerned for the Needy (SCN) Service
Group from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School are once again collecting new
pajamas on behalf of “The Pajama Program.” Pictured, back row, left to right,
are: Megan Burke, Allison Caramico, Lexi Boyarsky Kimberly Kaadi and Shona
Jain. Front row, left to right, are: Olivia Brown and Alyssa Gardner.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Stu-
dents Concerned for the Needy
(SCN) Service Group from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School are
once again collecting new pajamas
on behalf of “The Pajama Program,”
a 501 ( c) (3) charity that provides
warm pajamas to children in need.
Collected pajamas will be distrib-
uted to receiving organizations that
care for homeless and vulnerable
children within Union County.

Community members and groups
may donate new pajamas for a child,
boy or girl, ages infant through age
17. Please keep all tags on the gar-
ments. SCN’s PJ Drive will run
through Wednesday, November 13.

Coldwell Banker Agents from the
Westfield East Office, 209 Central
Avenue will, once again, collect PJ’s
to help SCN increase their totals by
simultaneously running a drive in
their office.

Your generous donation of a pair

of new pajamas will help to create a
warm and nurturing bedtime envi-
ronment for youngsters living under
difficult circumstances. While the
PJ Drive is in progress, PJ’s may be
brought to the Athletic Office at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
located in the front of the building at
667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

To learn more about the Pajama
Program visit
www.pajamaprogram.org. To learn
more about Students Concerned for
the Needy (SCN) and their ongoing
community outreach, upcoming pro-
grams, projects and volunteer op-
portunities visit www.scnonline.org

SCN wishes to thank the commu-
nity, in advance, for helping them
help the children. Your donation
will provide warm pajamas on those
cold fall and winter nights assuring
that fewer children in Union County
go to bed cold at bedtime this year.

Variance Applications
Withdrawn at Zoning Bd.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE MORE PUMP...Attorney Gary Goodman, right, and Anthony Gallerno,
professional engineer and planner for Harbor Consultants, left, presented
drawing for a reconstruction of the BP gas station on the corner of Springfield
and North Avenues in Cranford. The zoning board of adjustment said the
applicant had to reapply, since the drawings were revised depicting a additional
gas pump and not given to the board or township engineer in advance of the
public hearing.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The two applica-
tions to be heard Monday by the
zoning board of adjustment had to be
withdrawn and the applicants will
need to reapply, the zoning board of
adjustment said.

Marcin Wojcik, the applicant at 2
Colin Kelly Street, did not appear to
be heard for a variance to construct a
fence that will exceed the maximum
allowable height and openness. One
resident was in attendance to object
to the application.

Igor Pereverzev, the owner of BP
gas station situated at Springfield
Avenue and North Avenue, had not
submitted revised drawings showing
an additional gas pump at a gasoline
pumping island, and the zoning board
said he must withdraw his applica-
tion and reapply.

Mr. Pereverzev was seeking final
site plan approval of a gas station,
which is a pre-existing non-conform-
ing use, to eliminate the repair area
and realign gasoline pumping islands
with the following variances: less
than the minimum distance for a fuel
or air pump to any property line; less
than the minimum allowable distance

for a driveway from any adjoining
property line and/or corner of an in-
tersecting public street; less than the
minimum distance for walls of the prin-
cipal structure from the side and rear
property lines or street right-of-way.

The drawings presented Monday
depicted an additional gas pump at
an island that was not shown on the
drawings submitted to the zoning
board. The amended drawings also
were not submitted to the township
engineering or police departments.

Anthony Gallerano, professional
engineer and planner for Harbor Con-
sultants, presented the drawings. He
said the plan was to renovate the
building and reduce it in size from a
28-foot x 47-foot building with a
repair center to a nine-foot x 20-foot
building to house an office and bath-
room, and eliminate the repair center.

Attorney for the applicant, Gary
Goodman, said the applicant planned
to “straighten out the access for a
better flow,” clean up the area, add
two employee parking spaces, and
decrease density by removing the
repair center.

Mr. Goodman said the application
is an “improvement to the site and the
area.”

Needle Nite Meeting on Tap
At Fanwood Presbyterian

FANWOOD — The monthly
Needle Nite program at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church is scheduled for
Friday, November 1, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will work on gift bags
that will go to shut-ins and nursing
homes. The “Quilt As You Go” new
pattern quilt will be continued at
home. Last month, the quilters made
15 flannel blankets that will be given
to the homeless.

Additionally, those who knit and
crochet will make decorations to be
attached to the gift bags. Their con-
tinued work on items for newborn
babies, for Seafarers and for nursing

homes will be done at home.
All are welcome to come see the

projects being done and to join the
group. If fabric, batting or yarn is
needed, Needle Nite participants may
e-mail their requests to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org. Donated
materials end up in many forms us-
able be the charities that receive them.
Needle Nite participants then take their
newly learned skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com or check
the website fanwoodpc.org.

WARM HEARTS AND BLANKETS...Needle Nite members work on 15 flannel
blankets for distribution to the homeless at the group’s October 4 meeting at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. The next Needle Nite meeting will take place on
Friday, November 1, at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome.

American Planning Assoc.
Recognizing WF Downtown

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s down-
town has been named a Great Place in
New Jersey for 2013 by the American
Planning Association-New Jersey Chap-
ter (APA-NJ). Launched in 2012, Great
Places in New Jersey recognizes unique
and exemplary downtowns, streets, neigh-
borhoods and public spaces – four essen-
tial components of exceptional commu-
nities. Downtown Westfield is honored
in the program’s Great Downtown cat-
egory, new this year.

“I am very proud of our downtown,
with its charming layout, its storefront
facades rich with architectural distinc-
tion, and its wide variety of shops and
restaurants, as well as all of the hard-
working merchants, professionals, res-
taurateurs, and proprietors who have cho-
sen Westfield as their business home,”
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said.

“We are thrilled with the affirmation
that Downtown Westfield is a great place
and thank the APA-NJ for this distinct
honor,” stated Sherry Cronin, executive
director of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration. “Since our historic downtown
was developed in the late 1880’s, it has
always been the center of our commu-
nity. Our staff and volunteers have worked
tirelessly for the last 20 years to make
Downtown Westfield a vibrant regional
destination. With over 450 businesses
within our district, we have much to offer
shoppers, diners and visitors.”

“It’s no accident that Downtown
Westfield has continued to thrive even in
times when other downtowns have
struggled,” said APA-NJ President
Charles Latini, Jr. “Partnerships are es-
sential to the success of any downtown;
Westfield’s downtown management
agency, the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, works with the property own-
ers, tenants, town government, and vol-
unteer groups to ensure the downtown

remains vibrant.”
“The Downtown is truly the center-

piece in the everyday life of this commu-
nity,” said Linda E. Wills, APA-NJ Great
Places Committee Chair and one of this
year’s Great Places in New Jersey judges.
“Moreover, its reputation for excellence
extends well beyond the town’s borders
and ensures a stable retail base.”

“This year, we are pleased to recognize
three Great Downtowns and two Great
Public Spaces around New Jersey,” Mr.
Latini said. “From the South Hoboken
Waterfront in Hoboken to Cooper River
Park in Camden County, our 2013 Great
Places reflect tremendous history, diver-
sity and economic vitality. Great Places
are places where people want to be — not
only to visit, but to live and work every
day. We hope they will inspire other
communities to envision, plan and create
their own great places and thus, as a
bonus, attract new investments that will
strengthen their tax bases.”

Great Places in New Jersey is just one
of the ways that APA-NJ will celebrate
Community Planning Month in October
(www.njplanning.org). Community Plan-
ning Month is designed to recognize and
celebrate the many residents, officials,
and professionals who contribute to mak-
ing great communities.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Tickets: www.cdctheatre.org - 908-276-7611 

October 

11-12 

18-19 

25-26 

 
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, a partner agency of the National
Endowment of the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union Co. Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

78 Winans Ave Cranford. 

Majestic Winds to Perform at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
CLARK – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, will
perform a fall concert at Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah in Clark on
Thursday, November 7, at 7:30 p.m.
The Majestic Winds will be under
the direction of Howard Toplansky,
a staff instrumental music instructor
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts.

The program will feature “Van-
guard Overture” by Frederic Curzon,
and highlights from The King and I
by Richard Rodgers. There will also
be works by John Philip Sousa,
Jerome Kern and George Gershwin.

“We are delighted to have the op-
portunity to perform this concert at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah

(TBOBT) and hope it will be one of
many,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, right off
of exit 135 of the Garden State Park-
way. The concert is open to the pub-
lic and while there is no charge,
freewill offerings will be gratefully
accepted. The program is presented
as part of the temple’s ongoing se-
ries of cultural events, classes and
educational offerings.

To learn more about upcoming
programs at TBOBT visit
bethorbethtorah.org. For further in-
formation about the concert or to
learn how to become a member of
the NJWA Concert Band or Majestic
Winds, call (908) 789-9696 or e-
mail at njwaband@att.net. Enlow Recital Hall Presents

‘World Blues’ Celebration
UNION – Gene and Shelley

Enlow Recital Hall (Enlow Hall) at
Kean University 2013-2014 season
features “World Blues” on Sunday,
November 10, at 3 p.m.

“World Blues” is a celebration of
American blues music’s global in-
fluence, as seen from three very
diverse points of view and three
international points of origin. Led
by iconic folk-blues legend Taj
Mahal, the performance will also
feature the soulful South African
blues of guitarist/vocalist Vusi
Mahlasela and the more modern
rock and roll perspective of
Fredericks Brown, a band featuring
Taj’s daughter, Deva Mahal, who
hails from New Zealand.

Known as one of the most promi-
nent and influential figures in blues
and roots music, Taj Mahal has
marked his four decade long career
with 30 albums, two Grammy®
wins and a Blues Hall of Fame in-

duction.
Tickets to “World Blues” in

Enlow Hall are $35 – $55 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at
EnlowHall.kean.edu or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office, 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union.

Situated on Kean University’s
East Campus, 215 North Avenue in
Hillside, Enlow Hall is renowned
for its superb acoustics and elegant
design. With just 300 spectacular
seats, Enlow Hall has been praised
by noted performers and patrons
for its intimate ambiance and close
proximity between musicians and
audience members. Free onsite
parking is available at every con-
cert.

For complete Enlow Hall 2013-
14 Season information, visit
enlowhall.kean.edu.

Premiere Stages to Present
Readings of At Liberty Hall

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present free interac-
tive Staged Readings of the 2013-
2014 Liberty Live Commission, At
Liberty Hall by James Christy, on
Tuesday, November 8, through Thurs-
day, November 10, in the University
Center Little Theatre at Kean Univer-
sity.

The story of an unlikely pair of
American immigrants, At Liberty Hall
follows two high school students who
have just moved to New Jersey: Chris-
tian Rosario, a funny but unfocused
teenager from Queens by way of the
Dominican Republic; and Alexander
Hamilton, 16, the subject of
Christian’s tenth grade history project.

This time-bending story finds com-
mon threads of humor, honor and
awkwardness as told through the ex-
periences of a someday-founding fa-
ther and a kid looking for a way out of
the projects.

Liberty Live is a unique partner-
ship between Premiere Stages and
the Liberty Hall Museum that cel-
ebrates New Jersey history with pro-
fessional theatrical productions, mu-
seum tours, interactive displays,
workshops for children, and talk-
backs with local historians. On a bi-
annual basis, Premiere Stages com-
missions a playwright currently re-
siding in New Jersey to create a new
play that specifically explores an
event or events of historical signifi-
cance that celebrate the state’s rich
and diverse history. The program
launched in 2012 to great acclaim
with the family-friendly Talking to
Westfield, written by EM Lewis, re-
cipient of a New Jersey State Council
for the Arts 2012 Fellowship in
Playwriting.

“We are extremely pleased to be a
part of New Jersey’s and Elizabeth’s
350th Anniversary celebration,” said
John Wooten, producing artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages. “At Lib-
erty Hall effectively interweaves the
story of young Hamilton with a mod-
ern teenager who contemporary stu-
dents can relate to. Given Hamilton’s
friendship with Liberty Hall founder
and New Jersey’s first elected gover-
nor, William Livingston, the Museum
is the perfect partner to help bring
this unique and important story to
life.”

This year’s commissioned writer,
James Christy, is no stranger to Pre-
miere Stages audiences. His play
Egyptian Song was named Runner-
Up for the 2011 Play Festival. Cur-
rently Artist-in-Residence at the Arts
Council of Princeton, Mr. Christy is a
past winner and six-time finalist for
the Actors Theatre of Louisville’s
prestigious Heideman Award for Best
Short Play, most recently for Dissent
(2013). Director Kel Haney has di-
rected and developed new work at
The Lark, Rattlestick Playwrights
Theater, Ensemble Studio Theatre and

New Dramatists, among others. Her
recent directing credits include The
Recommendation at The Flea The-
ater in New York, as well as Row After
Row and Little Rock at the renowned
Williamstown Theatre Festival.

Producing artistic director John
Wooten and resident dramaturg, Clare
Drobot, will moderate an intimate
discussion with the playwright after
each reading, and free tours of Lib-
erty Hall Museum will be available
following the Saturday and Sunday
presentations. Patrons are encouraged
to offer their feedback as Premiere
Stages will continue to develop the
play with Christy over the next twelve
months.

At Liberty Hall will receive its pre-
miere at Premiere Stages in the fall of
2014 as part of NJ350, the statewide
celebration of New Jersey’s 350th
Anniversary. The premiere also coin-
cides with the 350th Anniversary of
the founding of Elizabethtown, where
Alexander Hamilton was once a resi-
dent.

At Liberty Hall runs Friday, No-
vember 8, at 7 p.m., Saturday, No-
vember 9, at 3 p.m., and Sunday,
November 10, at 3 p.m. Admission is
free, though reservations are strongly
encouraged. All readings take place
in the University Center Little The-
atre, located on the Kean University
campus at 1000 Morris Avenue. To
reserve seats, please call (908) 737-
4092 or email premiere@kean.edu.
For more information, visit Premiere
Stages online at www.kean.edu/
premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers air-condi-
tioned facilities and free parking close
to the fully accessible spaces. Free or
discounted tickets for patrons with
disabilities are available. Please call
for a list of sign-interpreted, audio-
described, or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are avail-
able upon request. Publications in
alternate forms are available with
advanced notice.

Liberty Live is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
New Jersey Historical Commission,
The Provident Bank Foundation, The
Hudson City Savings Bank Founda-
tion, The Robert Rauschenberg Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance and through the generous sup-
port of individual patrons. Discover
Jersey Arts is our marketing partner.
Visit www.JerseyArts.com for more
information about other arts program-
ming happening around the Garden
State.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Amidst the myriad of political,
emotional and economic perplexities
blisteringly explored in director Paul
Greengrass’s “Captain Phillips,” there
is only one sure truth: Tom Hanks,
who portrays the title character, does
not rest on his laurels. Boy oh boy,
this is relentlessly taut, seat-edged
stuff, astutely conceived, directed and
acted.

Unless the last dozen or so, hair-
raising international incidents we
Americans have been treated to in
recent years have understandably
dulled your memory, then you’ll re-
member the basic details of this true
tale that took place 145 miles off the
Somali coast. The containership
Maersk Alabama, sailing under the
U.S. flag, was boarded by Somali
pirates, the first such commandeer-
ing of an American ship since the
early 1800s.

On first blush, the occurrence seems
crazy, and then continues to haunt
our sensibilities throughout the pow-
erfully depicted convulsions that fol-
low. Here we are, a people who have
written and essentially abided by an
enlightened constitution, cultivated a
society with an eye to the horizon,
managed to feed a handsome portion
of the Earth’s population and, just for
good measure, traveled to the moon.

So pirates, initially conjuring vi-
sions of Robert Newton’s Long John
Silver, gold tooth glittering and he
regaling of his buccaneering exploits,
seem so last millennium. But alas,
matey, the sad fact is the dubious
occupation has had a renaissance that
is anything but romantic or glorious.
Today’s pirates contemptibly occupy
one of the globe’s many stages where
the war between the haves and have-
nots is waged.

Director Greengrass, working from
a screenplay by Billy Ray (“The Hun-
ger Games”), adapted from the book
written by Phillips himself, employs a
no-nonsense, traditional style, start-
ing with parallels between the captain
and his aggressors.

 In the opening scene, the good cap-
tain, a middle class resident of
Underhill, Vermont, is driven to
Burlington airport by his wife. His
destination: to command the Alabama
across the Indian Ocean to Mombasa,
Kenya. They discuss the kids, dreams,
aspirations, etc., but never verbalize
the ever-present fear that is about to be
realized.

Scene 2: The epitome of poverty in
a Somali village. The young men are
all armed, ill-dressed and painfully
undernourished. They chew on the
amphetamine-like khat plant and, to
disguise their misery, swaggeringly
talk about the anticipated conquests
that have become their raison d’etre.
Then suddenly, the minions of a war-
lord swoop down on them. Enough
talk, get out to sea and bring back the
big boss his booty…or else.

We wring our hands. It’s not that

filmmaker Greengrass is hoping to
balance the scales, implore our sym-
pathy or justify the revulsion that we
know is about to follow. It’s simply a
stark synopsis of the rotten inequities
that plague the human condition. For
all the global realities that the tale
informs of, it is still not one world in
which we live. There is much profit to
be made from abject squalor’s cheap
workforce.

Jumping ahead here to contemplate
a particularly telling reality once the
ship is boarded, an anguished Captain
Phillips looks at Muse, the leader of
the invading quartet, and opines that
there must be ‘a better way, another
way.’ Dropping his lethal demeanor
for a rare second, Barkhad Abdi, who
has deservedly engendered lots of
Oscar buzz for his portrayal of the
plunderer, utters, “Maybe in
America….maybe in America.”

Such is the desperate, albeit despi-
cable, rationale.

Then, delving into our own culture’s
socioeconomic deficiencies, we are
fed a full plate of angst when we learn
that, because of this rule and that, the
Maersk, like a bloated water buffalo
surrounded by sharp-toothed jackals,
is little equipped to defend itself against
merciless attack. No guns…no
nothing…only barely effectual fire
hoses and a fear of death.

The tension nearly boils over, re-
petitively punctuated by pirates press-
ing their guns against the heads of
Captain Phillips and other crew mem-
bers whenever they feel the need for
exclamation. It is horrifying. Thus -
and it’s OK to tell you this since it’s a
true story - we are like kids at a Satur-
day afternoon matinee cheering the
arrival of the cavalry when the U.S.S.
Bainbridge sidles up to the Maersk.
The Navy Seals are at the ready if
negotiations fail.

Still, even if you’ve boned up on the
Wikipedia summary of the episode, to
the film’s credit the suspense level
keeps you on high alert. Superb
camerawork, switching from assail-
ants to hostages, and back and forth
from the Maersk to the other vessels
bobbing about at sea, keeps us awe-
struck, the excruciating helplessness
accentuated at night.

Granted, going in we know that the
real life skipper/author has taken is-
sue with the adaptation, as have nu-
merous crew members who have
launched a $50 million suit against
the Maersk. But then, in mild defense
of Hollywoodization, we can only
hope that the truth discovered in fic-
tion makes up for the liberal embel-
lishing of facts. What is certain, how-
ever, is that “Captain Phillips” navi-
gates its audience through some
treacherously exciting waters.

…
“Captain Phillips,” rated PG-13, is

a Columbia Pictures release directed
by Paul Greengrass and stars Tom
Hanks, Barkhad Abdi and Barkhad
Abdirahman. Running time: 134 min-
utes

“Captain Phillips”
Commands Your Attention

3 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

THE “ART” OF TEACHING…Westfield art educators recently presented at the
Art Educators of New Jersey’s Annual Conference in New Brunswick. Edison
Intermediate School art teachers Helen Frees, left, and Alison Hooper held a
workshop on Trapunto, an Italian style of sewing, which creates a 3-D surface on
fabric. This is the fifth class the two art teachers have collaboratively taught to
their peers at the annual conference.

Franklin School Celebrates
‘Week of Respect’

BUILDING CHARACTER…Guest speakers from the Kean University lacrosse
team, Rich Cheifitz and Zach Williams, help display the Franklin School
Character Education banner designed by Westfield student Ava Feldman. This
year’s school theme is “Franklin School Builds Character and a Better World.”

WESTFIELD — During the week
of October 7-11, the students and
staff of Franklin Elementary School
demonstrated what a respectful
group they are. The week-long cel-
ebration included many activities in
individual classrooms, as well as
reading a common book entitled
“Each Kindness,” by Jacqueline
Woodson.

Students also learned about char-
acter traits of up-standers and wrote
about what respect meant to each of
them for the “Look Whooo’s Re-
spectful” displays. The week culmi-
nated with an assembly emphasiz-
ing ways to show respect. The as-
sembly unveiled a banner with the
school’s character education logo
for the year which was designed last
year by Ava Feldman, now a student
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
This year’s theme is “Franklin
School Builds Character and A Bet-
ter World!”

The school community also was
able to watch a video made by a
group of students in grades 3-5 about
respect. The assembly concluded
with guest speakers from the Kean
University Lacrosse Team. All-

Americans Rich Cheifitz and Zach
Williams, senior co-captains of the
lacrosse team, explained how re-
spect plays a role in their success in
their sport and how it is important to
respect your body, your teammates,
and your coaches.

The students at Franklin School
will continue to work to be “Agents
of Change” in the world and make a
difference through Character Edu-
cation and STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, the Arts, and
Mathematics).

College Night to Be
Held on October 29

SCOTCH PLAINS — The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, in
collaboration with the Counseling
Department at Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School, will host its 62nd
Annual College Night program on
Tuesday, October 29. It will take place
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the high school,
located at 667 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

All 11th- and 12th-grade students,
whether they attend Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School or any of the
local private or parochial high
schools, are invited to attend this pro-
gram. Representatives from more than
160 colleges are expected to attend.
For further information, contact Lisa
O’Brien at mobriens1@comcast.net.

Binghamton University
Announces Grads

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — The fol-
lowing students were recently
awarded a degree from Binghamton
University.

Roxanne Spindel Kovall from
Cranford, was awarded a Masters of
Science degree in Accounting from
the School of Management at
Binghamton University.

Rachel E Kreutzer from Westfield,
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Spanish Language and Lit-
erature from the Harpur College of
Arts and Sciences at Binghamton
University.

Jordyn L Zucker from Westfield,
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Environmental Studies Envi-
ronmental Planning from the Harpur
College of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University.

Daniel Erik Petersen from
Cranford, was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Cinema from the
Harpur College of Arts and Sciences
at Binghamton University.

Ross Pohling from Westfield, was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Physics from the Harpur Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University.

WHS SCHOLARS…Seven Westfield High School seniors have been named
semi-finalists in the National Merit Scholarship program. Principal Peter Renwick,
far right, who congratulated the students, noted that their performance “speaks
volumes about their abilities and commitment to their education.” The seniors,
pictured, front row, left to right, are: Rachel Holtzman, Jill Rosenfeld, and Yixue
“Lily” Wang; back row, left to right, are: Alexander Beals, Mark Gillespie, and
Kristin Hauge. Not pictured is Alex Mossawir.
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Ron Shovlin, Owner

To launch our 40th Anniversary rebrand, we’re 
creating special pink Nirvana mattresses 

to support breast cancer awareness.

Buy a Nirvana mattress in 

October and we’ll donate 5% to 

support breast cancer awareness.

Get some Zzzz’s Mon-Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5
MattressFactoryBeds.com 35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ • 908-322-4178

Malamut to Host Photo
Exhibit of Union County

UNION - The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will host a photography exhibit
of historic sites in Union County by
photographer Wolf Kretlow of Roselle.
The show will celebrate the 350th An-
niversary of the founding of New Jer-
sey.

It will open on Friday, November 1,
and continue through Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2014.

A reception is planned for Wednes-
day, November 13. from 6-8 p.m. The
public is invited to attend and light
refreshments will be served.

Mr. Kretlow was born in Germany
and came to the United States in 1966.
He is self taught, utilizing photogra-
phy books and discussing techniques
with

other photographers. He has honed
his craft by taking and printing many
pictures over the years. He works with
a Sony 36mm SLR digital camera and
a collection of various lenses. He has
learned to use software programs to
enhance his work and prints his im-
ages on an Epson color printer.

His photographs have been awarded
First and Second places in the non-
professional Division of the Union
County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit. He
does freelance work for the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, the Historic Midtown Eliza-

beth District and Liberty Hall Mu-
seum.

His photos have also been featured
in the “In and About Union County”
pamphlet. He has also worked as a
wedding photographer.

The Gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library, 1980
Morris Avenue, Union. The exhibit is
free and open to the public during
regular library hours. It is handicapped
accessible. For further information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com
or call (908) 851-5450. Artists wishing
to be considered for an exhibit in the
Gallery can contact Curator Barbara
Wirkus at dmbbw33@yahoo.com or
(908) 276-6656.

NEW JERSEY HISTORY...The Les Malamut Art Gallery will host a photogra-
phy exhibit of historic sites in Union County by photographer Wolf Kretlow of
Roselle. The show will celebrate the 350th Anniversary of the founding of New
Jersey. Included in the collection is a photograph of the Stage House in Scotch
Plains, above.

Roosevelt School to Present
Drama Les Misérables

LES MIS…Roosevelt Intermediate School will present Les Misérables as this year’s
fall production. Pictured, left to right, are: Kimmi Zimmermann as Fantine, Julian
Mazzola as Jean Valjean and Nicholas Guerriero as Inspector Javert.

WESTFIELD - Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School will present Les
Misérables as this year’s fall pro-
duction. The drama, presented in
straight play form, adapted by Tim
Kelly from the classic novel by Vic-
tor Hugo is an epic and uplifting
story.

Set against the backdrop of 19th-
century France, Les Misérables tells
an enthralling story of broken
dreams, unrequited love, passion,
sacrifice and redemption – a time-

less testament to the survival of the
human spirit.

Les Misérables, one of the world’s
greatest literary classics, sold out
its first edition the day it went on
sale in 1862. Since then, it has never
been out of print. It has been filmed
countless times and is currently the
subject of a smash-hit international
pop opera. Ex-convict Jean Valjean
(Julian Mazzola) is hunted for de-
cades by the ruthless Inspector
Javert (Nicholas Guerriero) after
he breaks parole. When Valjean
agrees to care for factory worker
Fantine’s (Kimmi Zimmermann)
young daughter, Cosette (Eve
Crandall), their lives change for-
ever. Filled with fascinating vi-
gnettes of the 19th –century France,
the script boasts a brilliant cast of
characters who weave an exciting
tapestry of humankind at its best
and worst.

Cast and crew of 50 members,
directed by Kimberly Jonny will be
performing at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, located at 301 Clark
Street, Westfield. Tickets for Les
Misérables are on sale now.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, November 1, at 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, November 2, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, November 3, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at
the door. For ticket information, e-
mail Nina at
RooseveltTickets@gmail.com or
call (908) 789-4560 for the box
office.

‘Outsider Art’ Exhibit to be Held
October 30 in Scotch Plains

FOLK ART...An exhibition of folk, primitive, naïve and visionary art opens
Wednesday, October 30, from 5 to 9 p.m. at 373 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
On display will be “Three Dogs,” by Sari, above.

Kirk White Featured in
Festival of One-Act Plays

CRANFORD — Westfield author
Kirk White is one of six New Jersey
playwrights represented in The The-
ater Project’s Kaleidoscope Kabaret,
an annual festival of original one-act
plays. This fall, the Festival runs Fri-
day through Sunday, November 8, 9,
and 10, at the United Methodist
Church, located at the corner of Wal-
nut and Lincoln Avenues in Cranford.

An actor/director and filmmaker,
Mr. White received his MFA in Act-
ing from the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro and was a top
eight finalist in The Starz Network’s
“Looking for Stars” reality micro-
series.

“After that, I basically just wan-
dered the earth, getting into adven-
tures,” before marrying and moving
to Westfield, Mr. White said. He is the
founder of Quite Film
(www.quitefilm.com) and his first
feature, “F**k New York,” was an
official selection of the Queens World
and Hoboken International Film Fes-
tivals. Recent productions include
“The How to Kill Yourself in One
Year Project” and “Boo,” part of Quite
Film’s First Annual Scare Your Pants
Off Halloween Horror Short.

His award-winning script, The Soul
Garden has just been greenlit for
production in spring 2014. His short
play 22 which will be presented in
this year’s Kabaret is an exploration
of what happens when the hands of
doctors and nurses are tied by family

and by medical bureaucracy.
Other playwrights participating in

this year’s Kabaret are Mike
McGoldrick of Jersey City, Ed Lataro
of Toms River, Jewel Seehaus-Fisher
of Highland Park and JoeVitale of
Denville.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for students, and can be purchased by
calling (973) 763-4029 or online at
TheTheaterProject.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS - An exhibi-
tion of folk, primitive, naïve and
visionary art opens Wednesday, Oc-
tober 30, from 5 to 9 p.m. at 373
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The show is being presented by
collectors Barbara Brown and
Patricia Wadsley of Outsider
Artists.net.

The exhibit features work by
emerging and established artists
from North America and around the
world. Outsider art is a term first
used in 1972 by art critic Roger Car-
dinal to describe artists who live and
work far outside urban mainstream
art centers and are therefore not bound
by the conventions of traditional art

and the rules of the market place.
New artists tucked away in distant

parts of the country and the world,
are still choosing to make art their
own way. The majority of the work
that is being shown at this exhibit has
been created by artists located in ru-
ral areas of North America; there are
also pieces from Canada, France,
Spain, Israel, and Poland.

Collectors Barbara Brown and
Patricia Wadsley hope to bring these
artists to a wider audience.

Refreshments will be served.
For additional information con-

tact Barbara Brown or Patricia
Wadsley at (845) 605-2048 and at
info@outsiderartists.net.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School quarter-
back John Oblachinski, facing a
fourth-and-eight situation, after
both teams’ offenses had been
neutralized during the third quar-
ter and most of the fourth, de-
cided to go for it and found suc-
cess when wide receiver Dan
DeLayo made a spectacular leap-
ing circus catch at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood eight yard-line,
which totally changed the com-
plexion of the showdown between
the Cougars and the Raiders dur-

ing Homecoming in Scotch Plains
on October 19.

Oblachinski followed up on
DeLayo’s heroics with a five-yard
run and a three-yard touchdown
(TD) plunge to give the 4-2 Cou-
gars a two-touchdown advan-
tage with 3:33 remaining in the
game to force the 2-4 Raiders’
offense into a desperation mode
that failed then running back Luke
Christiano drove the nail in the
coffin with a 65-yard TD sprint
with 1:11 remaining to give the
Cougars a 34-14 victory.

“He has the best hands. The

most ridiculous catches and that’s
exactly what happened. If I am
winging one up there, I want
DeLayo. He makes spectacular
catches,” Oblachinski said.

“We did neutralize each other.
We were bouncing back-and-
forth. Number 26 [DeLayo] made
a play. Emendo [Thomas — quar-
terback] makes plays, Rashan
[Gary — lineman] makes plays,
Kobe [White — running back]
makes plays for us. We have to
get a guy like 26 to make a play.
I never saw him on film. I knew
number 21, 36, 12, but he came
and made a play. That was the
game,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

The Cougars totaled 152 rush-
ing yards on 21 carries in the first

half and added another 131 on
19 carries in the second half to
total 283 yards. Oblachinski (No.
12), who finished with 89 yards
rushing, completed five of 10
passes for 68 yards in the first
half, including a 15-yard TD strike
to Christiano (No. 21), and tacked
on that fateful 22-yard comple-
tion to DeLayo in the second half.
In addition to his 65-yard vic-
tory-sealing TD, Christiano, who
also had a 16-yard reception,
added respective TD runs of four
yards and 36 yards in the first
half and finished with a total of
127 yards on six carries. Run-
ning back Donavin Walker (No.
36) carried 17 times for 62 yards.
Ed Norton had two receptions for
20 yards and Jack McCaffrey had
one for 17 yards.

The Raiders stuck exclusively
to the ground in the first half,

with the exception of one short
pass that ended up in a fumble,
and ground out 135 yards on 17
carries. The wheel spinning in
the second half yielded only 29
rushing yards and Thomas man-
aged to complete seven passes
for 69 yards. Of those comple-
tions, tight end Ryan Jensen had
three receptions for 20 yards
and wide receiver Jordan Jones
had two receptions for 22 yards.

Thomas carried 22 times for 87
yards, including a 25-yard TD
run. White carried nine times for
72 yards, including a 40-yard TD
run on the first offensive play of
the game after a fine kickoff re-
turn from Jones, to give the Raid-
ers a 7-0 lead with just 24 sec-
onds off the clock.

The Cougars responded with
an eight-play (3 successful pass

CHRISTIANO SCORES 4 TDs; OBLACHINSKI RUNS FOR 1; RAIDERS THOMAS, WHITE GET 1 EACH

Cougars’ Circus Catch Stuns SPF Raider Gridders, 34-14

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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plays), 72-yard scoring drive
ending with Oblachinski’s 15-yard
TD strike to Christiano to knot
the score.

“Our coach said it’s not how
hard you get hit, it’s whether you
get back up,” Christiano said.
“Our coaches had a great game
plan. We took it down, got a good

drive. John quarterbacking made
a great throw.”

“Coach in his pre-game speech
was about getting hit in the face
and coming back from that. We
got punched, but the team re-
sponded. We drove down the
field the first time we had the
ball. That’s the mindset we have

going into the game. Every time
we have the ball, we want to
score. Our defense played great,
gave our offense a little bit of a
break,” Oblachinski said.

“First play, I was like Oh man!
We messed up a little bit, but I
told the defense just to keep go-
ing. Next play, we will get it go-

ing. That’s exactly what we did.
Our offense got the touchdowns
and that gave us a little momen-
tum,” Cougar co-captain/defen-
sive lineman Rob Delsandro said.

The Cougars followed up with
an eight-play, 62-yard scoring
drive, concluded with Christiano
bolting four yards for the TD with

2:30 left in the first quar-
ter. The point after failed.

A quarterback gang sack
of minus nine yards forced
the Raiders to punt where
Cranford got the ball at its
own 38. Four plays later,
Christiano burst through
the middle then slanted
right for a 36-yard TD with
4:39 left in the half, mak-
ing the score, 20-7.

“It was great blocking on
the perimeters. My receiv-
ers do a great job blocking.
I saw the holes and I was
able to get in,” Christiano
said.

The Raiders got right
back into the game with a
seven-play, 68-yard scor-
ing drive when Thomas

scooted 25 yards for the TD just
before the half.

Both teams were sputtering of-
fensively throughout the third
quarter and into the fourth. The
Cougars got the ball on their own
36, ran six plays and had a fourth
down and eight on the Raider 30.
DeLayo performed his magic and
the momentum went in the Cou-
gars’ favor from there.

“Fourth and long. We were tak-
ing a shot. We needed a big play
and he made it. After that, we
went down and scored and put
the game away,” Oblachinski said.

“We just had to keep grinding
to the end, never give up and
keep working at it,” Christiano
said.

“They are a good team. Their
quarterback and number 8 [Kobe
White] are fast kids. We came
out, we hit hard. That’s what we
do,” Delsandro said.
Cranford 13   7   0 14 34
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   7   0   0 14

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos available

dcorbin@goleader.com
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar goalkeeper Dominic
Meliado experienced a barrage
of shots from beginning to end as
the Westfield High School boys
soccer team found the mark three
times in the first half and another
three times in the second half to
earn a 6-1 victory over Cranford
at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 17.

The Blue Devils delivered 14
shots on goal in the first half and
10 shots in the second half, forc-
ing Meliado to make 12 saves,
several requiring impressive ath-
letic ability. Meliado also added
some wise intercepts from cor-

ners kicks or strong throw-ins. The Cougars managed only three

PROSUK BLASTS IN TWO GOALS; CHRISTIANO, IRVING, MORGAN, KUHN, DUMONT 1 EACH

Soccer Blue Devils Disrupt Cranford Cougar Boys, 6-1
shots on goal in each half. Blue
Devil keeper Koryn Kraemer
needed only to stop one shot in
the first half, and keeper Teddy
Mebane made two in the second
half.

The first goal came just after
five minutes into the game when
senior Mate Landeka fed junior
midfielder Kevin Irving, who
pushed the ball past Meliado.
Thirty seconds later, Irving
whizzed another shot just over
the net.

Next, midfielder Loukas
Carayannopoulos ripped a shot
and Meliado dove to his left for
the save then junior midfielder
Mike Prosuk launched a shot that
forced Meliado to make a leaping
save. Moments later, junior
midfielder Dereck Amadye lined
a shot that Meliado tipped out of

bounds, setting up a corner kick.
The corner kick went into the
box, but Cougar defender Erik
Monteagudo booted the ball
away.

With 15 minutes remaining in
the half, senior forward Alik Mor-
gan demonstrated some fancy
dance steps before zinging the
ball into the net for the second
goal.

“That’s what I thrive on, doing
a dance step on the field. I was
just trying to get some space to
shoot the ball, it actually ended
up being a good shot,” Morgan
explained.

Just afterwards, Morgan rico-
cheted a shot off the football goal
crossbar then added another
hammer job off the near post.Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Senior forward Sam Sokolin fol-
lowed up with another shot off
the crossbar.

Before the half, four Blue Devils
lined up side-by-side for a free
kick. After some zigzagging by
the other three, senior Dan Kuhn
launched a shot that buried itself
into the upper right for the third

goal.
“I really didn’t know what was

going on with that, but I prac-
ticed that [shot] a lot when I was
injured and it paid off when I
went into the game,” Kuhn said.

Early in the second half, Blue
Devil co-captain Zach Sheil
whipped a throw-in from the far

sideline into the box where Prosuk
was there to bang in the header
that deflected off the near post
and over the goal line.

“The first one, we were trying
to work on a throw-in flick for a
while. We were trying all differ-
ent ones and then we decided to
bring the old one back, [called]
Twin Towers,” Prosuk said.

Later, senior defender/co-cap-
tain Jeremie Dedea brought the
ball up the left sideline and
crossed to Prosuk, who rippled
the net for the fifth score.

“I continued my run. Jeremie
brought it all the way up and saw
me,” Prosuk said.

“After our defense cleared it
out, it went actually to Mike
Prosuk then Mike switched the
ball all the way to me. I had
plenty of space on the wing. I
took it up that space and Mike
made his run on the other side. I
saw it and I was able to follow
through,” Dedea explained.

During that action, Morgan

nearly got into the act as he was
sprinting up the center between
Dedea and Prosuk.

“He didn’t but almost. I just got
it past him and it went straight to
Mike,” Dedea said.

The Cougars averted the shut-
out when junior forward Mark
Christiano curled a looping shot

into the net. with 9:30 remaining
in the game. With 2:30 remain-
ing, Blue Devil forward Jackson
Dumont drew Meliado out of po-
sition and tapped the ball into
the unguarded net.
Cranford 0 1 1
Westfield 3 3 6

Probitas Verus Honos

More photos available

dcorbin@goleader.com
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Blue Devil Gridders Bomb Franklin Twp Warriors, 40-14 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Lady Blue Devils Shutout Governor Livingston Highlanders in Soccer on ‘Senior Day’, 4-0
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*** Union County Freeholder Candidates Discuss Issues ***
At League of Women Voters-Sponsored Forum in Cranford

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The League of
Women Voters (LWV) of New Jer-
sey sponsored a candidates’ night
forum last Tuesday for six candi-
dates running for three seats on
the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders. Five of the six
candidates participated; Ira J.
Geiger of Union Township was not
present.

The hour-long debate was mod-
erated by Michelle Bobrow of the
South Orange and Maplewood
LWV. Questions were asked by
Mike Deak of The Courier News
and Richard Khavkine of The Star-
Ledger. Candidates were allotted
two-minute opening and closing
statements and one-minute an-
swers with 30-second rebuttals.

Participating were Democratic
incumbents Bette Jane Kowalski
of Cranford, Sergio Granadas of
Elizabeth and Linda Carter of
Plainfield and Republican chal-
lengers Marc A. Krauss of Spring-
field and P. Mark Martini of
Westfield.

The first hot topic was further
discussion of Berkeley Heights’
secession effort from Union
County. In the history of New
Jersey, no municipality has ever
succeeded. On Berkeley Heights
Township’s website, Mayor Joe
Bruno said according to his “Union
County Secession” letter that
Berkeley Heights feels that it is
not being represented at the
county level. Mayor Bruno said
that, “In 2013, Berkeley Heights
paid $15,598,269 to Union
County, an increase of 7.55 per-
cent or $200 per each household,
compared to the average house-
hold of $95.” A move to Morris
County would save township tax-
payers $7 million per year, or
$1,347 per household, according
to the website. Berkeley Heights
succession would need two-thirds

vote from the state Assembly and
Senate and the Governor’s signa-
ture.

Freeholder Kowalski said, “Ber-
keley Heights seceeding isn’t go-
ing to happen.” Freeholder
Granadas added, “It would in-
crease taxes across the board if
Berkeley Heights left Union
County.”

“Berkeley Heights pays taxes,
but has no representation. Two
(county) parks don’t drive the
town,” Mr. Krauss said.

“Berkeley Heights is not being
represented,” Mr. Martini added.

Runnells Specialized Hospital is
another thorn in the side of Ber-
keley Heights Township’s taxpay-
ers. Runnells is operating at a
deficit of $22 million as reported
in 2012. The free-standing build-
ing is located on 45 acres. It
ihouses a 300-bed, long-term care
unit and a 44-bed adult inpatient
psychiatric care unit, according
to a 171-page report from the
Union County Improvement Au-
thority.

In the county’s request for pro-
posals, it lists three options for
the hospital, such as owning and
operating, leasing and managing
some or all of the functions per-
formed at Runnells and purchas-
ing the hospital building and
grounds outright and leasing them
back to the county. The bids will
be opened on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, according to county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

Privatization has already oc-
curred in the past at Runnells,
according to Mr. D’Elia. “Runnells’
dietary services, housekeeping
and laundry have been privatized
and saved $2 million for taxpay-
ers,” Mr. D’Elia said.

Mr. Khavkine described Runnells
Specialized Hospital as a “politi-

cal football.” The 100-year-old
facility is operating at a loss and
“increasing the county’s annual
shortfall,” according to the 2013
UCIA report.

Mr. Krauss said, “Ironically, back
in 2010, Freeholder Kowalski re-
ferred to Runnells as self-sustain-
ing.”

Mr. Martini added, “We, Repub-
licans, are compassionate, too,
about finding a solution. Why did
Runnells lose $100 million (over
the last five years)? It’s just an-
other perfect example that Union
County Freeholders need another
voice. We are losing too much
money.”

Freeholder Carter, the current
freeholder board chairwoman,
described Runnells as “a gem to
many in Union County.” Ms. Carter
said, “You must look at all your
options with the changes in Med-
icaid and Medicare (reimburse-
ments) and work with our Legis-
latures.”

“The economic atmosphere is
improving,” Freeholder Kowalski
said.

With difficult economic times
still lingering, according to Mr.
Deak, “Where can you cut costs
at the county?”

“We are currently looking at the
jail. We have made progress with
lowering the jail population and
expenses cut back and negotiat-
ing with unions at the jail,” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

Freeholder Carter said, “Hard
decisions the last couple of years
from the jail, (Watchung) Stables,
Runnells and the Employee Opt
Out Insurance saved us money.”

The Employee Opt Out Insur-
ance is a county program that
pays employees $5,000 if they
“opt out” of the county insurance
program. However, employees
must show that they have alter-
native coverage elsewhere. “We
have over 300 employees on the

opt out insurance program and it
has saved $4.7 million. The $5,000
is not a lump sum of money; it is
over a 26-pay period at $126 per
check,” said Mathew DiRado, di-
rector of administrative services,
told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

From the opposing Republicans,
Mr. Martini said, “We have budget
issues such as ‘opt out insurance’
for alternative insurance. It costs
$1.7 million to payout for those
who ‘opt out.’ Get rid of it.”

Mr. Khavkine asked the candi-
dates about duplication of ser-
vices and redundancy in Union
County and how to “merge ser-
vices” to save tax dollars.

“Merging services is what we
need and feasibility studies. I think
if county government ran like a
business everything will fall into
place,” Mr. Martini said.

“Waste in government [is cre-
ated] by not using shared ser-
vices,” Mr. Krauss added.

“We have valuable services such
as Hazmat, Emergency Medical
Services with 176 miles of road
and we don’t drive county cars.
We are looking to cut costs.” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

Mr. Martini quipped, “Not one
person said, ‘new blood,’” while
Mr. Krauss fired back, “No specif-
ics on where to cut.”

Freeholder Kowalski said, “We
work as a team during budget
times.”

In closing statements, Mr.
Krauss said, “my goal is biparti-
sanship at the county. The bot-
tom line is we have had 16 years
of one party.... even if you elect
us, we will look to agree, dis-
agree, and be your voice to the
public. I want someone to keep

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Variance Applications
Withdrawn at Zoning Bd.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The two applica-
tions to be heard Monday by the
zoning board of adjustment had
to be withdrawn and the appli-
cants will need to reapply, the
zoning board of adjustment said.

Marcin Wojcik, the applicant at
2 Colin Kelly Street, did not ap-
pear to be heard for a variance to
construct a fence that will ex-
ceed the maximum allowable
height and openness. One resi-
dent was in attendance to object
to the application.

Igor Pereverzev, the owner of
BP gas station situated at Spring-
field Avenue and North Avenue,
had not submitted revised draw-
ings showing an additional gas

pump at a gasoline pumping is-
land, and the zoning board said
he must withdraw his application
and reapply.

Mr. Pereverzev was seeking fi-
nal site plan approval of a gas
station, which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use, to elimi-
nate the repair area and realign
gasoline pumping islands with
the following variances: less than
the minimum distance for a fuel
or air pump to any property line;
less than the minimum allowable
distance for a driveway from any
adjoining property line and/or
corner of an intersecting public
street; less than the minimum
distance for walls of the principal
structure from the side and rear

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Local Letters to the Editor
The Parallel Universe Otherwise

Known As Union County Freeholders
This is some of what I heard at

the last freeholder debate: bad
math and a poor justification for
one party rule.

During last week’s freeholder
debate, Ms. Kowalski was asked
to state how she would use her
position as freeholder to gener-
ate jobs in UC and spur economic
development. Freeholder
Kowalski proudly stated that
Galloping Hills (GH) has gener-
ated 130 jobs. Freeholder
Granados used 100 jobs. Ms.
Kowalski did not qualify the jobs
as being full-time, part-time,
county or private sector. That
being said, I will accept her num-
ber in order to demonstrate the
absurdity of her statement. I
subsequently learned at last
Thursday’s freeholder meeting
that County Manager Faella be-
lieves that the cost of GH is $25
million. I will use that number
also, though I contend it does
not factor in all soft and hard
costs in order to continue the
dialog. Using basic math, the
cost per job at GH works out to
be $192,308 per job created. I
submit that at that rate, Ms.
Kowalski’s method of job cre-
ation is fiscally unsustainable and
will bankrupt the county.

I also heard Freeholder
Granados state: “If Berkeley
Heights left the county, our taxes
would increase and our large cit-
ies would fail.” That seems to
contradict the Democratic posi-
tion that all municipalities pay
their fair share, none being taxed
heavier than another. His argu-
ment seems to imply and sup-
port the contention that some
municipalities are subsidizing
other municipalities, a position
the Democrats say has no basis
in fact.

Unfortunately, Ms. Kowalski’s
and Mr. Granados’ statements
demonstrate once again their lack
of credentials in all matters fi-
nancial.

A second question that was
asked of the candidates centered
on whether the issue of at-large
vs. districting to be the fairer
system for electing our county
government. Freeholder Carter
responded by defending her pro
at-large position by stating: “We
(the Democratic Party?) repre-
sent everyone.” Well maybe in
her world but not in the one in
which I vote. Union County is
clearly a one-party government
run by the majority. She went on
to claim: “The system that we
have has been working.” Yes, it
has worked very well for 16 years
to preserve one-party Democratic
rule. I ask: If it is working so well,
and such a fair system, then why
are the taxpayers of Berkeley
Heights contemplating secession?
Despite Ms. Carter’s protestations
to the contrary, America is not a
government meant to function as
a one-party system where the
majority rules over the minority
unchecked. It is obvious that our
system of electing our governing
board is broken. Any argument to
the contrary is clearly partisan or
delusional.

The challengers have it correct
when they ask for an opportunity
to be able to look behind the
curtain and participate on an
equal footing. Districting would
help to safe guard minority rights
against the tyranny of the major-
ity.

BTW, I am a registered Demo-
crat who believes in non-parti-
san politics.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE MORE PUMP...Attorney Gary Goodman, right, and Anthony Gallerno,
professional engineer and planner for Harbor Consultants, left, presented draw-
ing for a reconstruction of the BP gas station on the corner of Springfield and North
Avenues in Cranford. The zoning board of adjustment said the applicant had to
reapply, since the drawings were revised depicting a additional gas pump and not
given to the board or township engineer in advance of the public hearing.

an eye on them (Democrats) for
a better Union County.”

“Since 1997, 16 years of one
party. The reality is it’s time for
new blood and time to take it to
the next level,” Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Granadas, who replaced vet-
eran Dan Sullivan on the board a
few weeks ago, and Ms. Carter
said there is a clear difference
between the Democratic and Re-
publican candidates. Mr. Granadas
said Democrats have focused on
helping the youth and seniors.

“We have the One Stop in Eliza-
beth and two fine schools such as
Union County College and Union
County Vo Tech. We debate is-
sues and our core belief is help-
ing all voices,” Freeholder Carter
said.

“We are in rough times with
real estate values still struggling
and recognize that we continue
to provide good schools,” Free-
holder Kowalski said.

The Democratic freeholders
have held a 9-0 majority. The
General Election is Tuesday, No-
vember 5.

property lines or street right-of-
way.

The drawings presented Mon-
day depicted an additional gas
pump at an island that was not
shown on the drawings submit-
ted to the zoning board. The
amended drawings also were not
submitted to the township engi-
neering or police departments.

Anthony Gallerano, professional
engineer and planner for Harbor
Consultants, presented the draw-
ings. He said the plan was to
renovate the building and re-
duce it in size from a 28-foot x
47-foot building with a repair
center to a nine-foot x 20-foot
building to house an office and
bathroom, and eliminate the re-
pair center.

Attorney for the applicant, Gary
Goodman, said the applicant
planned to “straighten out the
access for a better flow,” clean

up the area, add two employee
parking spaces, and decrease
density by removing the repair
center.

Mr. Goodman said the applica-
tion is an “improvement to the
site and the area.”

Pumpkin Decorating
Contest Set Saturday
GARWOOD — The Garwood Cel-

ebrations Committee has an-
nounced that the Second Annual
Pumpkin Carving and Decorat-
ing Contest will take place this
Saturday, October 26, at 4 p.m.,
preceding the Parent-Teacher
Association Trick-or-Trunk event.

Participants are asked to bring
their carved or decorated pump-
kin for judging to the festivities
in the parking lot across from
Lincoln School on Second Av-
enue. There will be a prize
awarded for each of the following
age categories: pre-K to grade
1; grades 2 to 4; grades 5 to 8;
high school and adult. Cider and
chocolate candy bars will be pro-
vided for all who attend. The rain
date for the event is Sunday,
October 27, at 4 p.m.

Variance Applications Withdrawn

Freeholder Forum

GW Lions to Present
Halloween Parade

GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s
annual Halloween Parade on Thurs-
day, October 31. The parade will
step off promptly at 7 p.m.

After assembling at Willow Av-
enue and Center Street, march-
ers will proceed to the Lincoln
School gymnasium on Second
Avenue. Costume judging will take
place in the school’s gymnasium.

For more information about
Lionism and membership, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Athletic Field
Complex will be ready for use the
last week of April, the borough
council was told Tuesday, nearly
a year after it originally was sched-
uled to be open.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison on the project,
made the announcement, saying
he finally had been presented
with a calendar of stage comple-
tion dates by builder Flanagan’s
Contracting Group.

The revelation drew questions
about possible further delays from
several council members, who
queried Mr. Petruzzelli about how
the council would be notified if
work did not meet the specified
deadlines.

Mr. Petruzzelli informed the
panel that Borough Engineer Don
Guarriellio was on site virtually
daily and regular meetings would
continue to review the work’s
progress.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said she also is in con-
stant e-mail contact with
Flanagan, and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi added that she fre-
quently visits the site, indicat-
ing any more delays would be
made apparent.

The schedule means that the
Athletic Field Complex will be
unavailable for the start of the
Little League Baseball season,
which regularly begins in early
April.

“I think we’re all frustrated as
far as knowing what’s going on,
and I think the frustration is felt
by (the contractor),” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. He said as a
member of the Garwood base-
ball league, “This is not a good
date for us because we’re going
to have to have opening day at
the park, we won’t be able to use
the field. These are kids who

want to play on their ball field.
That is expressed at about every
meeting. You got a lot of people
waiting for this.”

In other meeting news, Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud reit-
erated his reservations about
the plausibility of an ordinance
requiring homeowners to re-
move a building’s foundation
within a set time period after the
structure has been declared un-
inhabitable and razed.

The issue stems from a pro-
posal by Councilman Bil l
Nierstedt, who two weeks ago
raised concerns about two prop-
erties in the borough that had
been destroyed by fire within
the past year, one on Center
Street and the other on Second
Avenue.

“Before I would recommend
implementing such an ordinance,
I would like to see whether any-
where else has implemented it,
and how it has worked, and what
it has provided, whether they’ve
had lawsuits and so forth about
it,” Mr. Renaud said. “I know of
no such ordinance.”

Mr. Nierstedt, who considers
the issue one of property value,
pressed Mr. Renaud on the mat-
ter, suggesting the matter may
fall under the New Jersey prop-
erty maintenance code. He read
portions of it aloud, taking care
to note that it addresses foun-
dations.

Mr. Renaud countered by pro-
posing a theoretical situation in
which an individual begins con-
struction, lays a foundation, but
for any number of reasons halts
the project.

“Recessions happen, depres-
sions, they run out of money, a
builder goes belly up,” he said.
“There’s a foundation there.
Does anybody like it? No. Is
there something you can do
about it? I don’t know.”

He asked Mr. Nierstedt to lo-
cate a similar law so that he
could review it for the purpose
of drafting an ordinance that
met the councilman’s concerns.

In light of the Nevada school
shooting earlier this week, Mr.
Nierstedt said he will ask the
council to revisit the gun control
resolution that he introduced in
April. The resolution, put forth
after the shootings at a school in
Newtown, Conn., would put the
borough on the record as sup-
porting stricter state and fed-
eral regulations of firearms, in-
cluding the re-imposition of “the
federal ban of the sale of mili-
tary-style assault weapons,”
“universal background checks,”
and a “ban of high-capacity bul-
let magazines/reduction to 10
rounds maximum.”

Unsure if he had enough sup-
port to pass the measure, Mr.
Nierstedt agreed to table it.
However, following reports Mon-
day that a seventh-grade stu-
dent shot and killed a teacher
and wounded two fellow stu-
dents at a Nevada middle school,
Mr. Nierstedt feels the council
should reconsider his measure.

Mayor Quattrocchi said bor-
ough authorities will look into
lowering the speed limit on North
Avenue in light of two pedestri-
ans being struck by vehicles in
the previous week.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that representatives
from the borough’s Office of
Emergency Management would
be at the next council meeting
to answer questions about hur-
ricane preparation. The repre-
sentatives were originally sched-
uled to be there Tuesday.

Union County awarded
Garwood a $25,000 Kid’s Recre-
ation Trust Fund matching grant,
which will be applied to the Ath-
letic Field Complex.

Residents Invited to Contact Gwd
Democratic Council Members

Although there are no Demo-
cratic candidates running for
council office in this upcoming
November election, we would
nevertheless like to remind the
residents that their current
Democratic council representa-
tives are still available to answer
any questions, clarify any issues,
and listen to the residents’ con-
cerns about the borough. Their
contact information is listed be-
low:

Sara Todisco, council president
and finance chair; committees:
Laws and Licenses, Board of
Health, and Celebrations, (908)
377-7890 stodsico@
garwood.org; Lou Petruzzelli,
police commissioner: commit-

tees: Streets and Roads, Athletic
Field Complex, Finance; and Rec-
reation, lpetruzzelli@
garwood.org.

Ann Palmer, Laws and Licenses
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Board of Education;
Committee on Aging, and Fire,
apalmer@ garwood.org.

Bill Nierstedt, Street and Roads
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Planning Board, and
Fire. wnierstedt@ garwood.org.

Any or all of these Democratic
council members would be
pleased to speak to the residents
regarding issues and concerns
within the borough.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood Dem. Municipal Chair

Local Letters to the Editor

Majestic Winds to Perform at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
CLARK – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the
New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, will perform a fall concert
at Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
in Clark on Thursday, November
7, at 7:30 p.m. The Majestic
Winds will be under the direc-
tion of Howard Toplansky, a staff
instrumental music instructor at
the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts.

The program will feature “Van-
guard Overture” by Frederic
Curzon, and highlights from The
King and I by Richard Rodgers.
There will also be works by John
Philip Sousa, Jerome Kern and
George Gershwin.

“We are delighted to have the
opportunity to perform this con-
cert at Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah (TBOBT) and hope it will

be one of many,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, right
off of exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway. The concert is
open to the public and while
there is no charge, freewill of-
ferings will be gratefully ac-
cepted. The program is pre-
sented as part of the temple’s
ongoing series of cultural events,
classes and educational offer-
ings.

To learn more about upcoming
programs at TBOBT visit
bethorbethtorah.org. For further
information about the concert
or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert
Band or Majestic Winds, call
(908) 789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Garwood Athletic Complex Will Not
Be Ready Until Late April




