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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MOMENT OF SILENCE...Area veterans were honored at the annual Veterans Day ceremony held at the World War I
Memorial in downtown Westfield on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction withVeterans Day.

WF Council Discusses Election,
Stoneleigh Park Demolition

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its meeting last
Wednesday night, the Westfield Town
Council briefly discussed the results from
last Tuesday’s election. Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky won an unprecedented third term
as mayor, defeating Third Ward Council-
man David Haas. Council members Sam
Della Fera and Vicki Kimmins, both unop-
posed, and Councilman Keith Loughlin
were reelected to four-year terms, while
David Oliveira was elected to his first term
as councilman.

Mayor Skibitsky was not present at the
meeting, as explained by Acting Mayor
JoAnn Neylan. “As you know, the mayor’s
duties are not limited to council meetings.
Tonight he’s representing Westfield at an-
other function in town. At the invitation of

the New Jersey Small Business Develop-
ment Center, he is speaking at an informa-
tion session at their networking event for
businesses in Westfield and across the coun-
try.”

Mayor Skibitsky issued a statement
regarding the election which was read
by Ms. Neylan. “First, Mayor Skibitsky
extends his thanks to all the voters who
came out [November 5th] to support the
campaigns of their choice. He also wishes
to thank all the campaigns who partici-
pated in the democratic process and were
willing to serve the residents of our
great town.”

“He offers congratulations to Coun-
cilman Loughlin, Councilman Della Fera
and Councilwoman Kimmins on their
election and congratulations to Council-
man-elect David Oliveira, who will rep-

resent the Third Ward in January.”
Ms. Neylan, in turn, commended

Mayor Skibitsky for his victory. “I would
like to add my congratulations to Mayor
Skibitsky on his reelection. I look for-
ward to working with him over the next
four years.”

Later in the evening, an animated
exchange related to the election occurred
between Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst and Councilman Haas.

“I want to congratulate our mayor and
all the candidates who won last night, so
congratulations to those who will be
returning to this council as well as Coun-
cilman Oliveira,” Mr. Foerst stated. “I
had said two years ago and I say it again:
I am very disappointed with David [Haas]
and with people he supports with re-
gards to the negativity that he brought to
this campaign.

“It is not in keeping with the nature of
the people of Westfield. I’m glad the
people of Westfield saw through that
and were able to elect people who had
positive things to say about the town,
and I hope that you appreciate that in the
future negative campaigning does not
work in the Town of Westfield, and I
hope that you and your friends will
stop.”

Mr. Haas then responded to Mr.
Foerst. “First of all, the campaign is
over. This is an inappropriate time to
have this discussion. You have access to
the press. We can debate it in public in
all sorts of forums. This is an inappro-
priate place. Secondly, I would remind
you that [in] the first election you ran
several negative pieces of literature as
did the mayor in his first election
campaign…and I would point out, in
this election, there were negative pieces
of literature on me as well.”

At this point, Ms. Neylan interrupted
the two councilmen. “All right, thank
you; we may end this discussion now.”
The council then resumed the remainder
of the meeting without incident.

In other news, Sherry Hines addressed
the council regarding the demolition of
a house in Stoneleigh Park where she
lives. Ms. Hines was concerned whether
or not the new residence to be con-
structed would have the same “charac-
ter” as the rest of the neighborhood and
wanted to make the council aware of the

Freeholders Discuss Dams,
Union Alliance Grant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders consid-
ered a number of resolutions at last
Thursday’s agenda setting meeting.

The board considered a resolution to
enter into an agreement with non-profit
agencies to provide social services to
county residents. The resolution would
extend the county’s 2013 Peer Group-
ing renewal spending plan through May
31, 2014 by $103,146 for a new total of
$298,562.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the state anticipates ending
Peer Grouping funding as of June 30,
2014. The funding is used for residents
at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

“The state recognized many years
ago that the (rates) need to be higher
because county nursing homes care for
the frailest of the frail,” Mr. Guzzo
said.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion to extend the 2013 Municipal Alli-
ance Grant for six months, from Janu-
ary 1, 2014 to June 30, 2014, and to
increase the award by $265,436 for a
new total amount of $796,308, and to
extend existing subcontracts with mu-
nicipalities and agencies. Mr. Guzzo
said all municipalities, with the excep-
tion of Winfield and Summit, which do
not participate in the grant, will receive
a 50-percent increase in funding and
six more months under the grant. Mu-
nicipalities are required to match the
grant dollar for dollar as it is a 100-
percent match. He said the average
award is in the $40,000 to $50,000
range. Towns use the funding for pro-
grams such as D.A.R.E. and Project
Graduation.

Another resolution would fund the
county’s Code Blue Emergency Shel-
ter Initiative for the 2013-2014 winter
in the amount of $60,000 to address the
needs of the homeless during extreme
weather conditions. “We are still the
only county in New Jersey that does

this,” Mr. Guzzo said. He said last year
Code Blue was initiated 61 times and
125 individuals were placed in shel-
ters. The program cost $6,600 last win-
ter. He said all municipalities and agen-
cies that run shelters are notified by
county police when Code Blue is acti-
vated.

“It really is a cooperative effort be-
tween the county and all the munici-
palities,” he said.

Matthew DiRado, director of admin-
istrative services, said resolutions on
tonight’s regular agenda would include
renewal of the employee dental plan
and renewal of the county’s disability
insurance whereby eight county em-
ployee union contracts require the
county to contribute $100 per employee,
or 52 percent of the amount, with work-
ers paying the rest. He said he is con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Referendum
Passes, 6,836 to 1,694

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Voters last week
passed a referendum to accept $2.7 mil-
lion in state funding to be used towards
the remaining cost of the Westfield Board
of Education’s roof replacement program.

According to election results from the
town clerk, the question passed by a tally
of 6,836 to 1,694. Westfield passed a
$13.6-million referendum in December
2012 to replace the roofs at all of its 10
schools as well as the administrative of-
fice building on Elm Street. The money
will be used towards the remaining
$6,684,000 of work to be done in the
summer of 2014.

Roofs to be replaced next summer are
Edison Intermediate School, Franklin
Elementary School, Jefferson Elemen-
tary School, Lincoln Early Childhood
Learning Center, McKinley Elementary
School, Tamaques Elementary School,
Wilson Elementary School, Kehler Field
House and board of education building.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EARNING RECOGNITION…Nelson Dittman and Bob Hopkins of the United
Way of Cranford were awarded with a resolution announcing this week as United
Way of Cranford Week. Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. presents the resolution.

Cranford Announces New
Administrator, Promotions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —The Township Com-
mittee Tuesday announced it has hired
Terrence Wall as its new township ad-
ministrator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett, who announced his
resignation in August. Mr.
Wall served North Arlington
for six years as administrator
before taking the post in
Cranford, which will begin
Saturday, November 16. By
resolution, the committee
designated Mr. Wall as a
Qualified Purchasing Agent
and authorized a bid thresh-
old of $36,000.

Each commissioner, the mayor and
the township clerk thanked Mr. Hartnett
for his service to the township.

“He has put us on the path we need to
be on,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins

said of Mr. Hartnett.
The committee, by resolution, au-

thorized the advancement of Jonathan
Wojcik to the rank of lieutenant in the
Cranford Fire Department. Two dis-

patchers were hired by reso-
lution for the police depart-
ment. Jennifer Burns was ap-
pointed to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Financial
Specialist in the Department
of Finance. Jennifer Kobliska
was promoted to the Assis-
tant to the Township Admin-
istrator and was reappointed
as Registrar of Vital Statis-
tics.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
awarded the township a $400,000 grant
and the County of Union a $100,000
grant to de-snag the Rahway River in
the township, Mr. Hartnett said. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD…Llewellyn Jones was sworn in as councilman by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco at Tuesday night’s township council meeting in
Scotch Plains as his wife, Bridget, and daughter look on.

GW Discusses Sick Payouts,
Sharing Dispatch With WF

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Councilman
Jim Mathieu asked for a resolution at Tues-
day night’s council meeting in support of a
state Assembly bill to rein in sick day
payouts for public employees.

The bill, sponsored by Assemblywoman
Caroline Casagrande (R-11th, Freehold),
was introduced into the Legislature last
year but has languished in committee. Mr.
Mathieu is hoping to spur action on the
measure.

The bill would end the practice of
allowing public employees to accrue
sick time that is paid as a lump sum upon
retirement, which has cost municipali-
ties – including Garwood earlier this
year – thousands of dollars. The practice
makes it difficult for municipalities to
stay within the state’s 2-percent prop-
erty-tax cap, Asw. Casagrande has said.

“Sick days are not meant to be used as a
financial windfall at the end of a career,”
she said in a press release. “And taxpayers
certainly cannot afford to pay municipal
workers who aren’t working.”

In April, Garwood council members
voted to approve a “special emergency
appropriation” of $88,250 to pay the un-
used sick and vacation time as well as a

“terminal leave” payment to retiring police
Captain James Pipala. The resolution al-
lowed for the borrowing of the money that
would pay Mr. Pipala in two installments,
and allow the borough to spread the debt, at
1.25-percent interest, over the borough’s
budget for the next five years.

Mr. Mathieu voted no, complaining about
“paying people not to work” and also dis-
liking the acquisition of more debt.

“I believe that public employees should
only use sick days for occasions when they
are ill and cannot report to work,” Mr.
Mathieu said in an e-mail Tuesday night. “It
is a testament to the profound shift in our
culture that this concept is now somehow
controversial as accrued sick days have
morphed into a property right.”

He said while he believes the bill does
not go far enough in many respects, most
likely to appease Democrats, it is a step in
the right direction.

In other meeting news, Garwood has met
with Westfield and Union County repre-
sentatives about sharing emergency dis-
patch services, according to Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco. The issue, which was
originally under the police committee, is
now being handled by the finance commit-
tee as members seek to hire an outside

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Terrence Wall

Westfield BOE Presents Test Results;
Discusses Homework Policies

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD –The board of education
(BOE) discussed testing results and had a
lengthy discussion regarding policy issues
at its meeting on Tuesday.

At the onset of the meeting, BOE Presi-
dent Rich Mattessich honored seven West-
field National Merit Scholarship semi-fi-
nalists for 2014. Kristen Hauge and Mark
Gillespie were presented with certificates.
Also honored, but not present, were
Alexander Beals, Rachel Holtzman, Alex
Mossawir, Jill Rosenfeld and Lily Wang.

The Westfield Public Schools’ annual
testing results was presented by Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum Paul Piniero.
He said that state mandated assessments are
used to analyze student growth, monitor
curriculum alignment with standards, con-
sistency of instruction and assess programs
as part of an ongoing curriculum review. In
English Language Arts, from third grade
through high school, Westfield students

tested above their peers on a District I level
and a state level. Westfield students also
tested as well, or higher, in mathematics in
the spring of this year. The same results
were achieved by Westfield students in
science testing. Mr. Piniero also said that
Westfield students scored higher in SAT
testing than their counterparts on the state
and national level.

In a four-year summary of 17 advanced
placement courses scores, Mr. Piniero said,
“When you’re dealing with a large number
of students with tight calibrations of test
scores, Westfield performed just as high or
higher on a state and global level. All results

are available on the Westfield School Dis-
trict website.”

The results of the N.J. Quality Single
Accountability Continuum (QSAC), which
is state mandated to monitor district admin-
istrative policies, is overseen by a local
committee headed by Lincoln School Prin-
cipal Audrey Zavetz. It covers areas of
district effectiveness, instruction and pro-
gram, fiscal management, governance, op-
eration management and personnel and is
posted on the district website, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan said.

BOE member Gretchan Ohlig of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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situation.
Russell Feinstein, Westfield town at-

torney, responded that the members of
the council were aware of the situation
and that the Westfield Historic Preser-
vation Commission was in contact with
the owners in an effort to encourage
them to maintain the integrity of the
neighborhood.

The next town council meeting open
to the public is scheduled for Tuesday,
November 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

cluding agreements with four or five
unions although an agreement was
signed with the county police PBA
Local 73.

Also considered was a one-year re-
newal of the county’s contract with
Aramark Correctional Services, Inc. for
food service for inmates at the Union
County jail. The new contract will be
for $161,000 from November 13, 2013
to December 31, 2013 and $1,039,000
from January 1, 2014 through Novem-
ber 12, 2014.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
$21,750 contract with French and
Parrello Associates, PA Consulting
Engineers of Wall for inspection of
county dams. Joseph Graziano, direc-
tor of engineering, public works and
facilities, said the inspections are done
every two years at eight county dams.
Those dams include those at Briant Park
in Summit, Robinson’s Branch in Clark,
Upper and Lower Echo Lake in Moun-
tainside, Jackson’s Pond in Cranford,
Seeley’s Pond in Mountainside,
Bloodgoods Pond in Clark and Milton
Lake in Clark.

Another resolution increases the con-
tract with KemperSports Management
by $527,205 to $5,576,973 due to in-
creased food service cost at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course’s banquet facility and
restaurant, according to Cherron Rountree,
deputy director of parks and community
renewal. She said the county projected
$5.6 million in food service revenue but
that number is now expected to hit $6.3
million in 2013.

The county also will apply for a
$300,000 grant with the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority for its
Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Studies Program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
The county has not done a transportation
plan since 2002, Ms. Rountree said, not-
ing that the money would be used for
consultants and staff to develop a new plan
focused on bussing, trucks, pedestrian
safety, etc. A new transportation map also
may be created.

Westfield Election Results

Paterson Declines BOE
Seat; County Super
To Appoint Member

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Union County Interim
Executive Superintendent of Schools,
Kathleen Serafino, will now be respon-
sible for filling a seat on the Garwood
Board of Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candidate willing
to serve on the board.

According to Garwood Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma, the school board race,
where incumbents Brendan Mc Dermott
and Susan Groning were unopposed and
subsequently won reelection, produced a
write-in candidate for the third open seat.
No candidate filed by the June 4 deadline
for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail that
Bruce Paterson, who ran an unsuccessful
write-in campaign for borough council,
received nine votes for school board.
Under state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the board of
education to win if there are no other
write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee at
council, school board and county free-
holder meetings, declined to serve when
Ms. Ariemma contacted him.

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ARBITRARY CONVENTION...While on a recent visit to London, England,
Jeremy Thompson straddles the Prime Meridian in Greenwich with The Westfield
Leader.  Jeremy and The Leader are in both the Eastern and Western hemi-
spheres.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Wendel
OFF THE BEATEN PATH...Lisa Wendel of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader on the Inca Trail while on a recent trip to the Galapagos Islands in
Ecuador and Machu Picchu in Peru. She survived four days and three nights
camping and hiking more than 30 miles at 13,600 feet.

grant will aid in removing fallen trees and
debris from the river, Mr. Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection for the
de-silting of the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permitted and for
bids to go out in January.

The township is awaiting a green light
from Conrail to move forward on its im-
provement to the Hillside tunnel, Mr.
Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said the
township received its official re-certifica-
tion for being a sustainable community.
The township first received its certification
by Sustainable Jersey in 2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made community
announcements. There will be a ceremony
at the community center Saturday, No-
vember 16,  beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory
Board for the installment of the Roosevelt
School fireplace that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on Monday,
November 18, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
historic designation of the Crane-Phillips
House. The Cranford Townwide Family
Dinner to raise awareness of the risks of
drug addiction and alcoholism in teens
will be held at St. Michael’s Church on
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized by reso-
lution an amendment to the agreement
with attorney Jeffrey Surenian for legal
services in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for additional
funds to continue the appeal. These addi-
tional funds were budgeted for, Commis-
sioner O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. announced this week as
United Way of Cranford Week. United Way
of Cranford is seeking donations to support
its human care services in the community.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

consultant to obtain an estimate as to what
the cost would be and if or how much the
borough would save. Mr. Mathieu pressed
the committee to also look into sharing
dispatch services with Cranford and hiring
another police officer.

The laws and licenses committee is look-
ing into leasing parking spaces in Kennedy
Plaza to commuters, Councilwoman Ann
Palmer said. She said she is not sure how
many spaces the borough should rent or for
how much. She hopes to have a recommen-
dation at the next meeting. NJ Transit has
encouraged Garwood to make commuter
parking available in order to have trains
stop more frequently in the borough.

Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
said he still has not received a schedule of
work from New Jersey American Water
Company. He said he will set up a meeting
to obtain the list of projects and approxi-
mate dates. Some residents have com-
plained they were not notified until the
day of the work. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
said she received an e-mail from one citi-
zen complaining that the water was cut off
mid-shower.

Leaf pickup is on schedule. Warnings
have been issued to residents for leaves
left in the street, according to Ms. Todisco,
who read Councilman Bill Nierstedt’s re-
port. Mr. Nierstedt was absent from the
meeting.

It was noted that NJ Transit is installing
another bus shelter on North Avenue near
Sovereign Bank.

Council members approved the appli-
cations of four grants to Union County for
the following: senior citizen program, se-
nior citizen transportation, the Senior Citi-
zen Handyman Program and the redevel-
opment study.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced that rep-
resentatives from the borough’s Office of
Emergency Management will be at the
Tuesday, November 26 meeting to answer
questions about hurricane preparation. The
presentation has been postponed twice.

policy committee outlined board policy for
the 2013-2014 school year. An hour-long
discussion ensued on the merits of the
present homework policy. The following
guidelines are recommended in board
policy: kindergarten, simple assignments;
grades 1-2, 20 minutes per night; grades 3-
5, 30 to 45 minutes per night; grades 6-8, 45
to 90 minutes per night, and grades 9-12, 30
to 45 minutes per academic course per
night. Superintendent Dolan suggested that
time should be spent on reading, noting if
that is not done students will not be pre-
pared for higher learning.

The discussion led to differing opinions
concerning the merits of homework over
vacation periods. Board Vice-President
Roseanne Kurstedt reminded board mem-
bers that the policy discussed was only a
suggested guideline.

Mr. Mattessich thanked the voters for

passing the new referendum, which he said
will allow the district to accept $2.7 million
in state aid for roof repairs to be completed
next summer. Ms. Sullivan said the West-
field High School roof repairs will go on
into December.

The BOE voted to accept a donation of
$5,000 from an anonymous donor to
Franklin Elementary School to be used to
purchase books, supplies and classroom
materials. Other donations accepted were
$24,414 from the PTO to Franklin School
for the purchase of 30 HP laptops and a
charging cart and $5,000 from the PTO for
classroom and library materials.

A workshop meeting will be held on
Tuesday, November 19, at 7:30 p.m. and
the next regular meeting of the board will be
held on Tuesday, November 26, at 7:30
p.m. at the administration building, 302
Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE

Photo courtesy of Det. Michael Jackson
CENTENARIAN…Louis M. Vitale of Mountainside turned 100 years old in
May. Mr. Vitale is a World War II veteran serving in the Navy. Pictured, Mr.
Vitale poses with Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie on Veterans Day.
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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNSELFISH HONOR...Veterans attend the unveiling of the Vietnam War Memorial on Sunday outside the municipal
building in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED...A crowd gathers at the Scotch
Plains Veterans Day ceremony held Sunday in front of the municipal building to
honor veterans and witnesss the unveiling of the Vietnam War Memorial statue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction with Veterans Day.

FW Rec. Commission Presents
Skate-Park Proposal to Council

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the Fanwood
Council’s regular meeting Wednesday
night, council members heard a presenta-
tion from recreation commission mem-
ber Anthony Carter regarding a proposal
for a new skateboard park at Forest Road
Park.

Fanwood’s Recreation Commission
unanimously requested that the council
pass a resolution giving it the go-ahead to
begin designing the skateboard park, Mr.
Carter reported.

Although the park has not yet been
designed, T&M Associates, the borough’s
engineering firm, estimates it will cost
$124,000. A Union County Kids Recre-
ation Grant would pay for half the costs;
recreation commission revenues would
supply the rest of the funding.

Mr. Carter reviewed concerns raised at
the October 17 public meeting about the

skate park. He said that residents voiced
worries about maintenance, liability is-
sues, rowdy skaters and additional trash.
Some referenced a previous skate park at
LaGrande Park that had to be closed due
to similar factors.

The LaGrande Park skateboard facil-
ity was wooden, whereas the one pro-
posed for Forest Road Park would be
durable concrete and easier to maintain,
Mr. Carter said. He pointed out that Fan-
wood now employs a custodian, whose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Winkler, Norris-Bauer,
Schirmer Win BOE Seats

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Of the five candidates vying
for the three available board of education
positions, Fanwood incumbent Amy
Winkler beat out opponent Robert Stovall,
701 to 399 votes, and in Scotch Plains,
incumbent Nancy Norris-Bauer won with
1,201 votes, as did Charlotte Ann
Schirmer, who netted 1,412 votes. They
beat out opponents, incumbent David
Gorbunoff, 973 votes; John T. Scanlon,
1,003 votes, and Evan Murray, 1,079 votes.

Ms. Winkler has served on the board
for the past four years, and has two chil-
dren within the district.

“I am grateful to everyone who was
supportive,” Ms. Winkler told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I hope I can
serve the community well and continue
to do the good work we have been doing
on the board.”

Ms. Norris-Bauer has served on the

board for the past six years, and has been
involved in educational affairs for longer,
having had children go through the school
district in years past.

“It was a close race. I am looking
forward to continuing to serve the stu-
dents in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,”
Ms. Norris-Bauer told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Newcomer Charlotte Ann Schirmer
has lived in Scotch Plains for 18 years.

“I am filled with gratitude that I was
elected. It’s an honor and a duty, and I
will do my best to keep the trust of the
residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
I want them to have faith in the board,”
Ms. Schirmer told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I will strive for the best
education, and at the same time, I want to
be as fiscally prudent as possible. I hope
to make good decisions to benefit the
students, and not just for the popular
causes.”

Freeholders Discuss Dams,
Municipal Alliance Grant

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders considered a num-
ber of resolutions at last Thursday’s agenda
setting meeting.

The board considered a resolution to
enter into an agreement with non-profit
agencies to provide social services to county
residents. The resolution would extend the
county’s 2013 Peer Grouping renewal
spending plan through May 31, 2014 by
$103,146 for a new total of $298,562.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the state anticipates ending Peer
Grouping funding as of June 30, 2014. The
funding is used for residents at Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

“The state recognized many years ago
that the (rates) need to be higher because
county nursing homes care for the frailest
of the frail,” Mr. Guzzo said.

The board also considered a resolution to
extend the 2013 Municipal Alliance Grant
for six months, from January 1, 2014 to
June 30, 2014, and to increase the award by
$265,436 for a new total amount of
$796,308, and to extend existing subcon-
tracts with municipalities and agencies. Mr.
Guzzo said all municipalities, with the ex-
ception of Winfield and Summit, which do
not participate in the grant, will receive a
50-percent increase in funding and six more
months under the grant. Municipalities are
required to match the grant dollar for dollar
as it is a 100-percent match. He said the
average award is in the $40,000 to $50,000
range. Towns use the funding for programs
such as D.A.R.E. and Project Graduation.

Another resolution would fund the
county’s Code Blue Emergency Shelter
Initiative for the 2013-2014 winter in the
amount of $60,000 to address the needs of
the homeless during extreme weather con-
ditions. “We are still the only county in
New Jersey that does this,” Mr. Guzzo said.
He said last year Code Blue was initiated 61
times and 125 individuals were placed in
shelters. The program cost $6,600 last win-
ter. He said all municipalities and agencies

that run shelters are notified by county
police when Code Blue is activated.

“It really is a cooperative effort between
the county and all the municipalities,” he
said.

Matthew DiRado, director of adminis-
trative services, said resolutions on tonight’s
regular agenda would include renewal of
the employee dental plan and renewal of the
county’s disability insurance whereby eight
county employee union contracts require
the county to contribute $100 per em-
ployee, or 52 percent of the amount, with
workers paying the rest. He said he is
concluding agreements with four or five
unions although an agreement was signed
with the county police PBA Local 73.

Also considered was a one-year renewal
of the county’s contract with Aramark Cor-
rectional Services, Inc. for food service for
inmates at the Union County jail. The new
contract will be for $161,000 from Novem-
ber 13, 2013 to December 31, 2013 and
$1,039,000 from January 1, 2014 through
November 12, 2014.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
$21,750 contract with French and Parrello
Associates, PA Consulting Engineers of
Wall for inspection of county dams. Joseph
Graziano, director of engineering, public
works and facilities, said the inspections
are done every two years at eight county
dams. Those dams include those at Briant
Park in Summit, Robinson’s Branch in
Clark, Upper and Lower Echo Lake in
Mountainside, Jackson’s Pond in Cranford,
Seeley’s Pond in Mountainside,
Bloodgoods Pond in Clark and Milton
Lake in Clark.

Another resolution increases the con-
tract with KemperSports Management by
$527,205 to $5,576,973 due to increased
food service cost at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course’s banquet facility and restaurant,
according to Cherron Rountree, deputy
director of parks and community renewal.
She said the county projected $5.6 million
in food service revenue but that number is

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME ABOARD…Llewellyn Jones is sworn in as councilman by former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco at Tuesday night’s township council meeting in
Scotch Plains as his wife, Bridget, looks on.

Parker Developer Withdraws
Rezoning Request After Opposition

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Facing oppo-
sition from residents and increased
skepticism from the township council,
the developer of a proposed senior liv-
ing facility on Tuesday withdrew its
request for a rezoning of the 10-acre
Parker Gardens property that would
have allowed the project to move for-
ward.

The township council meeting also
included the swearing-in of newly-
elected Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones. Former governor and
longtime Scotch Plains resident Donald
DiFrancesco administered the oath of
office to Mr. Jones, who was elected
November 5 and was accompanied by
his family.

The decision by Shelter Develop-

ment LLC at Tuesday’s township coun-
cil meeting came after more than a
dozen residents, many of whom live
near the Terrill Road property, voiced
opposition to the firm’s plan to pur-
chase the Parker land and construct up
to 240 apartment units for persons pri-
marily in their 80s and 90s.

“It’s clear we need to do more com-
munity outreach,” said Shelter attorney
Richard Skolnick in informing the coun-
cil of the company’s decision after resi-
dents aired their concerns for nearly an
hour. Since May, Shelter and the coun-
cil have been discussing the company’s
request for an ordinance altering Parker
Gardens’ R-1 zoning designation to
allow a congregate care retirement com-
munity as a conditional use.

The council appeared set to move
forward on the ordinance on Tuesday

evening, first by a final discussion of
its details at its conference meeting and
then a formal introduction at the busi-
ness meeting that followed. After sev-
eral residents spoke in opposition at the
conference meeting — with one liken-
ing the development to a “small city
within our already small town” — Coun-
cilman William Vastine raised the pros-
pect of future applications for similar
projects in residential neighborhoods.
“If we change the zoning for [the Parker]
property,” he said, “we’ve changed the
zoning for all R-1s in town.”

What would prevent someone from
purchasing 10 adjoining residential
properties, combining them and then
proposing to build a similar senior liv-
ing facility, Mr. Vastine wondered.

Councilman Jones echoed Mr.
Vastine’s concerns. He, like others on
the council, said he favored letting the
zoning board of adjustment hold hear-
ings on an application to grant Shelter
a variance that would apply only to the
Parker property, a move the company
has so far resisted.

After the conference meeting was
adjourned an hour later than expected,
the council moved its possible intro-
duction of the rezoning ordinance to
the top of its agenda for the regular
meeting that began after 9 p.m. Resi-
dents lined up to speak about the pro-
posal, with all but one voicing opposi-
tion. Former mayor Gabe Spera said
there were already a number of similar
facilities in the area to serve senior
citizens. And he noted that despite the
promise of $600,000 to $700,000 in
added property-tax revenues, the town-
ship itself would only benefit from about
17 percent of that total, with the rest
earmarked for the county government
and the board of education.

Other residents noted that vehicle
traffic on Terrill Road is already busy,
and a new facility with a projected
workforce of at least 50, along with
visitors and delivery trucks, would make
the street even more difficult to navi-
gate, especially considering that Terrill
Middle School is located next to the
proposed site.

Several residents expressed their wish
that more publicity about the proposed
facility had been provided so that more
townspeople could weigh in on the mat-
ter. Councilman Michael Marcus has

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

salary is partially provided by the recre-
ation commission. This custodian would
perform a daily maintenance checklist at
the skate park, and more staff could be
hired if necessary.

While a detailed plan for liability is-
sues would have to be articulated, Mr.
Carter noted that there are fewer injuries
associated with skateboarding than with
other mainstream sports, such as basket-
ball. Skateboarders would be required to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Terrance Wall Named New
Cranford Administrator

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD —The Township Com-
mittee Tuesday announced it has hired
Terrence Wall as its new township ad-
ministrator, replacing Jo-
seph Hartnett, who an-
nounced his resignation
in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington
for six years as adminis-
trator before taking the
post in Cranford, which
will begin Saturday, No-
vember 16. By resolu-
tion, the committee des-
ignated Mr. Wall as a
Qualified Purchasing
Agent and authorized a
bid threshold of $36,000.

Each commissioner,
the mayor and the township clerk
thanked Mr. Hartnett for his service to
the township.

“He has put us on the path we need to
be on,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said of Mr. Hartnett.

The committee, by resolution, au-
thorized the advancement of Jonathan
Wojcik to the rank of lieutenant in the

Cranford Fire Department. Two dis-
patchers were hired by resolution for
the police department. Jennifer Burns
was appointed to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Financial Specialist

in the Department of Fi-
nance. Jennifer Kobliska
was promoted to the As-
sistant to the Township
Administrator and was re-
appointed as Registrar of
Vital Statistics.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture awarded the
township a $400,000
grant and the County of
Union a $100,000 grant
to de-snag the Rahway
River in the township, Mr.
Hartnett said. The grant will
aid in removing fallen trees

and debris from the river, Mr. Kalnins told
The Westfield Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection for the
de-silting of the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permitted and for

Terrence Wall
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now expected to hit $6.3 million in 2013.
The county also will apply for a $300,000

grant with the North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority for its Fiscal Year 2015-
2016 Studies Program. The county has not
done a transportation plan since 2002, Ms.
Rountree said, noting that the money would
be used for consultants and staff to develop
a new plan focused on bussing, trucks,
pedestrian safety, etc. A new transportation
map also may be created.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Scotch Plains Zoning Board
OKs Fence, Applications

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week approved
several applications, including one al-
lowing a homeowner to install a brick
wall and a gate at one end of his drive-
way.

Christopher Delsavio’s home is at the
corner of Raritan Road and Green Hickory
Hill, with driveways to the home from
both streets. He sought approval to install
several brick turrets with a brick wall and
a gate at the end of the Green Hickory Hill
driveway. He also had sought to move
the wall closer to the street but decided
against doing so at the board’s urging.

Instead, Mr. Delsavio sought a vari-
ance on the height of the wall, which is
considered to be a fence, according to
township ordinances, and a front-yard
fence, since Green Hickory Hill is con-
sidered to be the property’s front yard.
The proposed height of 6.5 feet for the
turrets and nearly nine feet for the wall
would exceed the maximum four-foot
limit allowed by township ordinance.

At last Thursday’s hearing, board
members were more concerned with
the wall’s 10-foot setback from the
street, with Board Chairman Ken Ander-
son raising the prospect of delivery
trucks at the property not being able to
fit entirely into the driveway in front of
the gate. Rich Duthie concurred, say-
ing a safety problem could ensue if the
gate was closed and a large truck ar-
rived. But Dan Sullivan surmised that
the Green Hickory Hill gated entrance
would likely be used mostly by the
owner, Mr. Delsavio, and that if guests
were expected at that entry, the gate
would likely be open in anticipation of
their arrival.

Francesco Guarino was given per-

mission to install a kitchen unit in a so-
called “senior suite” at his Raritan Road
home so that his mother-in-law can
reside there while providing child-care
services to his children. Because the
area of the second-floor suite, at 596
square feet, exceeds the 500 square feet
allowed by township ordinance, a use
variance was required. Board Attorney
Vince Loughlin explained that the size
restriction was instituted to avoid any
expansion of a residence and to keep it
as a single-family unit. As part of its
approval, the board included a deed
restriction, meaning that when Mr.
Guarino sells the house or otherwise
vacates it, the kitchen unit would have
to be removed.

The board also approved the applica-
tion of Park Crest Condominiums on
East Second Street to retain a six-foot-
high fence installed at the front of the
property to replace one that was de-
stroyed by Hurricane Sandy a year ago.
As with the earlier fence application,
the condominium’s fence is taller than
the four-foot maximum allowed for
front yards. Condominium president
Michelle Dibella told the board the
fence would be “beneficial” to the chil-
dren living in the complex by shielding
their common play area from traffic.

Paterson Declines BOE
Seat; County Super
To Appoint Member

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Union County Interim
Executive Superintendent of Schools,
Kathleen Serafino, will now be respon-
sible for filling a seat on the Garwood
Board of Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candidate willing
to serve on the board.

According to Garwood Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma, the school board race,
where incumbents Brendan Mc Dermott
and Susan Groning were unopposed and
subsequently won reelection, produced a
write-in candidate for the third open seat.
No candidate filed by the June 4 deadline
for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail that
Bruce Paterson, who ran an unsuccessful
write-in campaign for borough council,
received nine votes for school board.
Under state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the board of
education to win if there are no other
write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee at
council, school board and county free-
holder meetings, declined to serve when
Ms. Ariemma contacted him.

Scotch Plains Voting Results

Courtesy of Myka Campbell
ARBITRARY CONVENTION...While on a recent visit to London, England
Jeremy Thompson straddles the  Prime Meridian in Greenwich with The Westfield
Leader.  Jeremy and The Leader are in both the Eastern and Western hemispheres.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Wendel
OFF THE BEATEN PATH...Lisa Wendel of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader on the Inca Trail while on a recent trip to the Galapagos Islands in
Ecuador and Machu Picchu in Peru. She survived four days, three nights
camping and hiking more than 30 miles at 13,600 feet.

expressed this desire for weeks, even
asking his colleagues a month ago to
delay the introduction of the ordinance
at that time so that the public could be
made more fully aware of the project
and its impact. On Tuesday, Deputy
Mayor Colleen Gialanella, a supporter
of the project, also wondered how to
better publicize the proposal so that
residents are more involved.

Councilman Marcus said he did not
think the township council was the
“appropriate forum” for the applica-
tion, instead favoring letting the zon-
ing board take the lead in considering
the application, a sentiment shared by
Mayor Kevin Glover, who said the
board was a “better forum” for the
application.

The council also discussed the fu-
ture of the Special Improvement Dis-
trict and the need to create a compre-
hensive plan for revitalization and de-
velopment of the downtown shopping
area. Several council members reported
residents and business owners had ex-
pressed concerns regarding the short-
age of parking in the downtown area.
Among the proposals which were dis-
cussed were stricter enforcement of
existing parking regulations and the
possible installation of meters in vari-
ous township-owned lots. In addition,

Councilman Marcus expressed serious
concerns regarding the safety hazards
associated with the large amount of
leaves which are piled on township
streets, noting that they can block sight
lines and turn roads into virtual “slalom
courses.”

The council urged Township Man-
ager Jerry Giaimis to investigate other
options such as a “bagging” require-
ment, alternate-side disposal and more
frequent pickups by Department of Pub-
lic Works employees.

On another matter, Mr. Giaimis ad-
vised that he had met with several pres-
ervation architects and had obtained
proposals and proposed budgets from
four different organizations interested
in renovating the Shady Rest Golf
Course. Mr. Giaimis also reported that
he was in the process of renewing the
township’s property and casualty in-
surance program and meeting with ven-
dors who can support the implementa-
tion of electronic records. The town-
ship manager additionally reminded the
council that the law firm of Giordano
Hallran & Cisela would likely attend
next month’s meeting to discuss the
creation of age-restricted housing units
on the Shackamaxon property.

***
Kate Browne contributed to this article.
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Scotch Plains Council

wear protective gear and would other-
wise be asked to leave the park. Unlike
the previous park, this one would be
surrounded by a 10-foot-high, time-
locked fence, Mr. Carter said.

Mr. Carter reported that he has the
assurances of Police Chief Richard Trigo
that officers who regularly patrol the park
would be able to reinforce order in the self-
policing skate park. Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky added that Clark’s Recre-
ation Director, Ralph Bernardo, has given
glowing reviews about skateboarder be-
havior at Esposito Park’s four-year-old
skateboard facility there.

At the public portion of the council
meeting, resident Mike Lewis objected to
the recreation commission’s presentation.
“You’re putting the best possible gloss
around the situation…where is the broad-
based consensus that this is a good thing?”
he asked. Mr. Lewis claimed that few
supporters have shown up at meetings or
informational events. He also questioned
the assumption that self-policing would
work well at Forest Road Park when it did
not at the former LaGrande skate park.
“You’re placing entirely too much faith in
the sense and maturity of kids,” he said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the council
would discuss the skate park again at its
regular meeting on Monday, November
18. Members of the commission, as well
as Chief Trigo, will be present.

In other news, the council heard from
T&M Associates about several ongoing
construction projects. There was some
discussion about whether or not to sus-

pend construction of the municipal park-
ing lot at Fanwood Crossing in order to
facilitate holiday shopping, but the coun-
cil determined that pushing forward for
the earliest completion date would be the
best course.

The council also considered a request
from Chief Trigo for more police cars. The
police force will have spent $20,000 or
more on car repairs by year’s end, he said.
The council has been advised by the
borough’s Chief Financial Officer, Fred
Tompkins, that money for new vehicles
will not be available until the new fiscal
year. They will consult with him again to
see if any alternatives can be worked out.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

bids to go out in January.
The township is awaiting a green light

from Conrail to move forward on its im-
provement to the Hillside tunnel, Mr.
Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said the
township received its official re-certifica-
tion for being a sustainable community.
The township first received its certification
by Sustainable Jersey in 2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made community
announcements. There will be a ceremony
at the community center Saturday, No-
vember 16,  beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory
Board for the installment of the Roosevelt
School fireplace that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on Monday,
November 18, at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
historic designation of the Crane-Phillips
House. The Cranford Townwide Family
Dinner to raise awareness of the risks of
drug addiction and alcoholism in teens
will be held at St. Michael’s Church on
Monday, November 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized by reso-
lution an amendment to the agreement
with attorney Jeffrey Surenian for legal
services in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for additional
funds to continue the appeal. These addi-
tional funds were budgeted for, Commis-
sioner O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. announced this week as
United Way of Cranford Week. United Way
of Cranford is seeking donations to support
its human care services in the community.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

BOE Referendum
Passes, 6,836 to 1,694

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Voters last week passed
a referendum to accept $2.7 million in state
funding to be used towards the remaining
cost of the Westfield Board of Education’s
roof replacement program.

According to election results from the
town clerk, the question passed by a tally of
6,836 to 1,694. Westfield passed a $13.6-
million referendum in December 2012 to
replace the roofs in all of its 10 schools as
well as the administrative office building
on Elm Street. The money will be used
towards the remaining $6,684,000 of work
to be done in the summer of 2014.

Roofs to be replaced next summer are
Edison Intermediate School, Franklin El-
ementary School, Jefferson Elementary
School, Lincoln Early Childhood Learning
Center, McKinley Elementary School,
Tamaques Elementary School, Wilson El-
ementary School, Kehler Field House and
Board of Education building.

Fanwood Voting Results
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1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
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www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

Democrats Win Freeholder
Seats to Hold 9-0 Majority

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Barbara
Buono’s concession speech early in
the evening on election night last
week, it did not dampen the spirits of
Union County Democratic voters.
New Jersey Democrats gathered at
L’Affaire in Mountainside celebrat-
ing three freeholder seats for incum-
bents Bette Jane Kowalski and Linda
Carter and newly-elected Sergio
Granados, who was appointed in
October to replace Dan Sullivan, who
resigned from the board.

Having gained the majority in 1997,
the Democratic Freeholders once again
retain a 9-0 majority. Democrats have
not lost an election since 1994. In
1997, they held a 6-3 majority.

A newcomer to the Democratic
ticket, Mr. Granados said, “This is a
great honor, and I want to thank all my
supporters. I’m going to concentrate
on job training, job creations and ser-
vices for Union County residents.”

Mr. Granados said there were some
fears with his young age coming into
the race, but he wanted to assure the
voters that he is motivated and has the
ability to lead.

“Winning an election gets harder
every time. We are facing different
challenges,” Ms. Kowalski said.

The challenges are topics that were
debated back in October in Cranford
at a forum run by the League of
Women Voters. The major concern
for Union County taxpayers is their
rising property-tax bill. Other topics
covered were Berkeley Heights se-
cession from Union County, which
passed on last week’s ballot, the fu-
ture of Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal and merging services.

“It’s a tough budget, and this is the
reality of today. We are working on
it,” Ms. Kowalski said.

In his acceptance speech, elected
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
who was unopposed in his quest for a
13th three-year term said, “I have run
in eight primaries and 13 general elec-
tions, all because of the Democratic
Party. I am thankful to the wonderful
people and more proud to continue to
represent Union County.”

 “It was a tough race. I am grateful
for my second term and our message
was heard by the people of Union
County. I’m going to work hard to
create jobs for all the constituents,”
Ms. Carter said.

Runnells is one of the hot topics
due to its annual deficit, Ms. Kowalski
said. “Runnells still needs to be ex-
amined. It’s an outstanding facility,”
she stated.

Executive Director of Union County
Democratic Committee Nick Fixmer
commented, “I think it’s a testimony

of the work done in the past by the
freeholders, such as hot meals for
seniors, that allows local government
to contribute to public service; it’s a
great team of freeholders.”

The “new blood” Republicans, who
were calling for the end of the one-
party rule, were not successful in
getting the votes despite their  cam-
paign slogan “for a better Union
County.”

When reached for comment via e-
mail, Republican freeholder candi-
date Marc Krauss said he was “not
planning on running for anything else
at this time.”

“What is telling about the free-
holder race are the results by indi-
vidual municipalities. The Republi-
can candidates for freeholder won 13
of the 21 municipalities in Union
County,” Mr. Krauss said. “These
results make the case as to why Union
County should have freeholder dis-
tricts. When essentially four out of 21
towns decide the final outcome of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, it is
time to have direct representation.”

Fellow Republican freeholder can-
didate P. Mark Martini said in an e-
mail, “I knew from the outset win-
ning a seat on the freeholder board
was going be a colossal undertaking;
however, I was happy to lead our
ticket in the number of votes received
and the awareness that our campaign
created to this race. I congratulate the
Democratic team on their victory,
although I looked forward to work-
ing with them across the aisle in true
bipartisan effort. I believe that I cre-
ated an awareness and exploited the
Board of Freeholders’ inefficiencies
in managing the county, and if they
incorporate just one of our points
from our Plan For A Better Union
County, we will have a better Union
County.

“I continue to be blown away that
we can win 13 of 21 towns in Union
County and still not get elected to the
Board of Freeholders. Until the ‘at
large’ nature of the freeholder race
gives way to creating voting districts
in the county, we will still have more
than two-thirds of the 21 towns in
Union County being alienated and
ultimately wanting to secede from the
county like Berkeley Heights,” he said.

Mr. Martini said “presently” he
had no plans to run again for free-
holder or another office; however, “If
an opportunity presented itself that
would enable me to deploy a con-
structive effort in the best interests of
our residents; I would certainly con-
sider such an opportunity.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kean Re-Elected
Senate GOP Leader

The Senate Republican Caucus last
Thursday re-elected state Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) as its
leader for the 2014-2015 session.
Politickernj.com reported the vote
was 10-6. The political website re-
ported that Governor Chris Christie
wanted Sen. Kean to be replaced by
Essex County Senator Kevin O’Toole.
Prior to the vote, GOP Senators Diane
Allen, Kip Bateman, Jennifer Beck,
Tony Bucco, Gerry Cardinale, Steven
Oroho, Joseph Pennachio, Bob
Singer, Sam  Thompson, James
Holzapfel, and Christopher Connors
signed a letter supporting Sen. Kean.

“I’m honored to again lead the Re-
publican caucus in the Senate and I
thank my colleagues for their over-
whelming support,” Sen Kean said.
“The responsibility to my caucus and
all New Jerseyans is one I hold with
great respect. I look forward to work-
ing with Governor Christie, (Senate
President) Steve (Sweeney), (incom-
ing Assembly Speaker) Vincent
(Prieto) and (Assembly Republican
Leader) Jon (Bramnick) (R-21,
Westfield).”

Sweeney Comments on Kean’s
Selection as GOP Leader

State Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has issued
the following statement on the Repub-
lican caucus reelection of Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. as the Senate Minority Leader.
“New Jersey voters returned all 24
Democratic senators because they
know we will continue to fight for
middle-class families. That’s not what
Tom Kean, Jr. or the Republican Sen-
ate minority caucus represents, which
was made clear today (Thursday). I
could ask for no better minority leader
than the one whose own strategy ce-
mented their place as the minority
party in this state.”

Bramnick Reelected
Assembly GOP Leader

Assembly Republicans re-elected
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) Thursday as its leader for
his second consecutive term. In ad-
dition to Asm. Bramnick, Assem-
blymen Dave Rible (R-30,
Monmouth) and Scott Rumana (R-
40, Passaic) were unanimously
elected for second terms as confer-
ence leader and whip, respectively.

 “I appreciate the overwhelming
support by the members in re-elect-
ing me to continue as leader of the
caucus,” Asm. Bramnick said. “Our
special interest will always be the
citizens of New Jersey.”

Assembly Democrats Replace
Oliver With Prieto as Speaker
Assemblyman Vincent Prieto (D-

Hudson), the Assembly budget chair-
man, has been elected Assembly
Speaker by the Democratic Caucus,
replacing Assemblywoman Shiela
Oliver (D-34, Essex) who held the
position the last four years. Assem-
blyman Lou Greenwald (D-Camden)
was reelected as majority leader.

Runyan Won’t Seek Reelection
In 2014 to Third Term

Rep. Jon Runyan (R-3rd, Burlington)
will not seek reelection in 2014, ac-
cording to several news reports. A
former professional football player
with the Philadelphia Eagles and San
Diego Chargers, is in his second term
in the House. He defeated freshman
Rep. John Adler (D) in 2010. Mr.
Adler died in 2011, and in 2012 his
widow, Shelley, unsuccessfully chal-
lenged Mr. Runyan. The Star-Ledger
reported that Rep. Runyan, a moder-
ate Republican, had grown frustrated
with his party’s decision to shut down
the federal government over
Obamacare, calling the move “ut-
terly ridiculous.”

Hillside to Hold Mayor’s
Race Run-off December 3

Hillside’s mayoral race will be de-
cided with a run-off election on Tues-
day, December 3, after none of the
candidates garnered a majority of the
vote in Tuesday’s election, nj.com
reported. Incumbent Mayor Joseph
Menza will face off against chal-
lenger Angela Garretson in the spe-
cial election. Ms. Garretson received
1,660 votes to Mr. Menza’s 1,445,
according to unofficial results from
the Union County Clerk’s Office.
Jorge Batista finished a close third
with 1,401 votes.

In other elections around the county,
in Plainfield former freeholder Adrian
Mapp, a city councilman, was elected
the city’s new mayor. He defeated
Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs in the
June Primary and won a four-candi-
date race last week.

Berkeley Heights, voters passed a
ballot question to “actively seek se-
cession” from Union County. Re-
publicans picked up council seats in
Cranford, Kenilworth, Scotch Plains,
and Westfield, while Democrats
picked up a seat in Fanwood.

Roundtree Named Rahway
Business Adminstrator

Cherron Rountree has left Union
County as deputy director of parks,
recreation and community renewal
to become Rahway business  admin-
istrator.

DISCUSSING 2013 ELECTIONS... Ira Geiger, former Republican candidate for
Union County Freeholder, meets with actor Roger Stone. Mr. Stone  has worked
in the Nixon administration and on the Bob Dole and Ronald Reagan campaigns.
Mr. Geiger met with him to discuss the 2013 elections in New York City and New
Jersey, and his new book, "The Man Who Killed Kennedy: The Case Against LBJ"
on Sunday November 10.

Christie Wins Union County;
Kean, Bramnick, Stender Win

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION –  Republican Governor
Chris Christie won a landslide vic-
tory Election Night with 60 percent
of the vote statewide over of Demo-
cratic state Senator Barbara Buono
of Metuchen.

The Governor  won Union County,
52 percent to 47 percent, with 58,135
votes over Senator Buono’s 53,869.
The Governor’s total was  10 points
higher than he achieved in 2009 against
incumbent governor Jon Corzine.

In legislative races, Democratic
Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden
defeated Republican Robert Sherr of
Middlesex Borough, 23,652, to
16,206, to win reelection in the 22nd
Legislative District. His Assembly
running mates, Linden Stender of
Scotch Plains, 22,102, of Scotch
Plains, and Jerry Green of Plainfield,
22,129, beat Republicans John
Campbell of Plainfield, 17,981 and
Jeff First of Middlesex Borough,
16,203.

In District 21, Republican Senator

Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield beat
Democratic challenger Michael
Komondy of Bernards Township,
40,479 to 14,640. Also, Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (R-Westfield),
36,826, and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (R-21, Summit), 35,646 de-
feated Jill Anne LaZare of Summit,
19,796, and Norman Albert of
Cranford, 18,755.

Sweeney, Weinberg
Reelected to Posts

TRENTON – Senate Democrats
have re-elected Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester),
Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37, Teaneck), Deputy
Majority Leader Paul Sarlo (D-36,
Wood-Ridge) and Senate President
Pro Temp Nia Gill (D-34, Montclair).
All were unanimously re-elected by
members of the Democratic Major-
ity.

Senator Sarlo and Senator Gill will
both be serving their third terms in
these positions.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Westfield's newest hotspot

offering the most unique gifts...EVER!

"a unique, chic encounter"

Entire

 Purchase
Excludes artwork. Coupon must be presented at time of

purchase. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/15/14.

10% off
Jewelry

Home Goods

Artwork

Clothing

Stationery

Kids

Accessories

Bath/Body

Pet

Monthly

Special Events!

Parking available along
Westfield Avenue and

South Avenue

439 South Avenue, West
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1895
GalleryUWestfield@gmail.com

Gallery U Boutique is a Vocational Training Site providing retail and business opportunities

for people with traumatic brain injuries.  Services provided by Universal Institute.

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

 
The Westfield Memorial Library  

presents 
The Jazz Trio  

of Prisco, Aiello and Messina  
on Wednesday, November 20 at 7:00 pm 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Come listen to the jazz trio of 
Peter Prisco (Guitar), Chris 
Aiello (alto), and Don Messina 
(double bass). Their improvisa-
tions are structured over songs 
from the classic American Song-

book (Gershwin, Porter, Kern, 
etc), compositions by jazz com-
posers, as well as compositions by 
the members of the group. Sign up 
for an exciting evening of “music in 
the moment.”   

Probitas Verus Honos



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 14, 2013 Page 3

Mountainside Election Results

Garwood Election Results

Menendez Picks WINS Reporter as New Press Secretary
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-

tor Robert Menendez (D-NJ) has an-
nounced the appointment of Steven
Sandberg as his press secretary. Mr.
Sandberg comes from all-news radio
station 1010 WINS-AM in New York
City, where he has spent the past nine
years as a general assignment re-
porter, primarily covering New Jer-
sey.

“In the nearly 15 years that I have
known Steve, he has always exem-
plified the highest level of integ-
rity,” Senator Menendez said. “He is
well-respected and regarded
throughout New Jersey and the re-
gion as a consummate professional.
He brings his strong Garden State

roots and extensive experience to
his new role. I am thrilled to wel-
come Steve and am confident that he
will be an asset to both me and my
office.”

“It is an honor and a privilege to
work with Senator Menendez, for
whom I have the utmost respect,” Mr.
Sandberg said. “Senator Menendez
has always fought hard for the people
of New Jersey. I am excited to join his
team.”

Previously, Mr. Sandberg worked
as the New Jersey-based national
correspondent at Metro Networks
and was often heard on WABC-
AM and WOR-AM. He has been
invited to speak at media training

seminars hosted by the FBI, DEA
and other law enforcements agen-
cies.

Prior to that, he anchored and re-
ported for several other radio sta-
tions in New Jersey and New York
City.

Mr. Sandberg was raised in Old
Bridge and graduated from Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. He
currently resides in Nutley with his
wife and son.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You Westfield For
Supporting BOE Referendum

On behalf of the Westfield Board
of Education, I want to thank the
residents of Westfield for your ap-
proval on November 5th of the school
bond referendum that will allow us to
complete our school roof projects at
a lower cost to taxpayers. With your
approval, we are now able to accept
$2.7 million in state aid for the
projects, which directly reduces lo-
cal taxes needed for the projects. As
we have previously mentioned, resi-
dents of Westfield already approved
all of the roof projects last year, but
state aid was not available at that

time. Your approval on November
5th has allowed us to take advantage
of a subsequent change in state aid
for project funding. Thank you.

I also want to thank Brendan
Galligan, Ginny Leiz and Mitch Slater
for their continued service on the
Westfield Board of Education. With
their re-election on November 5th,
we are fortunate to now have them
serving the school system and all of
our 6,200 students for additional
three-year terms.

Rich Mattessich, President
Westfield Board of Education

Sweeney Is Acting Like a Child In
His Attack on Kean After Election

While most New Jerseyans want bipartisanship
(actually, non-partisanship) in Trenton, no one has
apparently told state Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester). He is still fuming over the $1
million in campaign funds Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) spent trying to
defeat him in last week’s election.

Following a battle for re-election to his Republi-
can Leadership post to Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-
40, Essex), ending in a narrow 10-6 victory for Sen.
Kean, Mr. Sweeney just could not help himself when
he said in a statement: “I could ask for no better
minority leader than the one whose own strategy
cemented their place as the minority party in this
state.”

We feel such a comment is child’s play and way
below the dignity of the number three power mon-
gering official — after the governor and lieutenant

governor in this state. Sen. Kean was more dignified
in saying he looked forward to working with Gover-
nor Chris Christie, Senator Sweeney, incoming As-
sembly Speaker Vincent Prieto and Assembly Re-
publican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

But Mr. Sweeney did an interview with The Star-
Ledger where he characterized his fight with Mr.
Kean as “an ironworker against a trust fund baby.”
He added, “They selected a guy that lost three
elections in a row.”

We believe this attack on Sen. Kean is politics at its
worst. All New Jerseyans want these two leaders and
their caucuses to work together and with the Gover-
nor to get the people’s work done.

We acknowledge that politics is a “full contact
sport,” but a truce is in order. Perhaps Governor
Christie should invite the two to a beer summit at
Drumthwacket, ala President Barack Obama.

Maybe Leader Gets
More for Higher Cost
In reference to your publisher’s note

[last week] that your “health care rate” is
doubling, let’s continue the analysis and
go line by line through the benefits to
compare them before and after the in-
crease. Are there any other improvements
in addition to eliminating yearly and life-
time limits and providing free preventive
care?

You may be paying more, but you may
also be getting much more. Please give us
the whole picture. As for your throw-
away comment about being told to “shop
around,” isn’t that the free market man-
tra?

Finally, wouldn’t your publisher pre-
fer to not even have to be involved with
providing health insurance?

John Robison
Westfield

Obamacare Is a Complete Fiasco, What’s Next?
Whether one is pro or con about the

Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, and there are serious problems with
this law as you correctly stated in reply to
my last letter about this law, the rollout of
the now infamous website was not a
rollout -- but a fiasco!

Millions of people have been unable to
log on. Health insurance companies are
being sent incorrect data. Applicant per-
sonal information is not secure. Millions
of people have seen their health insur-
ance policies cancelled. Others have even
seen their premiums increase. Some can
no longer see their current doctor. All this
though the President promised, guaran-
teed that if we like our health insurance
policy we can keep it and even we can
keep our doctor.

The idea of providing universal health
care coverage to the tens of millions of
Americans who do not have such cover-
age, to prohibit health insurance compa-
nies from denying coverage for pre-ex-
isting conditions, to permit children to
stay on parental policies up to age 26, and
to provide for free preventative medicine
is noble but the shame, the tragedy in
many cases is that the idea was so little
thought out in the details. Life is about
details as much if not than about grand
plans!

According to the General Accounting
Office, $394,000,000 was spent on set-
ting up a website!

President Obama on October 21,2013
stated in the Rose Garden that the new
website “hasn’t worked as smoothly as it
was supposed to work. The website has
been too slow, people have been getting
stuck during the application process.
We’ve got people working overtime, 24/
7, to boost capacity and address the prob-
lems. And we’re well into a ‘tech surge’

to fix the problem.”
 But the Act was signed into law by

President Obama on March 23,2010!
Surely there has been quite enough time
to get a website to work! It is, therefore,
no excuse to say there are these horren-
dous problems today with it!

 Merchants would go out of business if
their new website failed as the health
insurance exchange website has failed!
Imagine the chaos for the World Series as
well as the financial loss to the two teams
if people purchasing tickets on-line were
not able to do so because the website was
not functioning.

Worse yet, how could the United States
ever win a war if software programs were
as flawed as the health insurance ex-
change software? By the time outside
consultants had a chance to correct the
problems, the enemy would have been at
the gate!

 What would General George Patton,
“old blood and guts,” have done had he
had to consult a defense department
website that was not functioning?

 General Patton advised, “Prepare for
the unknown by studying how others in
the past have coped with the unforesee-
able and the unpredictable.” Such should
have been the central work of President
Obama, his advisors, and Secretary
Sebelius as the now infamous
“Obamacare” website was being planned
and designed!

 Follow through is as essential in gov-
ernment as it is in war and as it is in life!
The follow through that was not ad-
dressed to make the health insurance ex-
change website work well from day one.
The follow through that was not ad-
dressed to protect the American diplo-
matic post in Benghazi! The follow
through that was not addressed to save

Letters to the Editor

The Size of Union County at 500,000
Warrants Freeholder Districts

If anything that came out of the
Republican loss for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was
the need for freeholder districts.

During the freeholder debates,
hosted by the Union County League
of Women Voters in Cranford on
October 15th, when challenged by
the idea of freeholder districts, Free-
holder Chairwoman Linda Carter re-
sponded on the defensive, pointing
out that the freeholders “represent all
citizens in the county.” If this is the
case, then why did 13 of 21 munici-
palities vote overwhelming for the
Republican candidates? Looking at
the voting map, with the exception of
Plainfield, Union County is divided
between east vs. west, the cities vs.
the burbs.

In Union County, all 10 Union
County municipalities in Legislative
District 21 voted for Republican free-
holder candidates. It is interesting to
note that locally-controlled Demo-
crat towns of Springfield and
Cranford were won by the Republi-
can freeholder candidates. Freeholder
Kowalski, a resident of Cranford, lost
her hometown by nearly a 1,000 votes
again along with her running mates
who lost by over a 1,000 votes.

In Legislative District 20, strictly
comprised of Elizabeth, Union, Hill-
side and Roselle, it was a clear down
the ticket vote for Democrats with
roughly between 65 to 85 percent in

their favor.
However, in Legislative District

22 a different picture emerges with a
split three to three and one draw for
freeholder. Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
and Clark voted for the Republicans
and Linden, Rahway and Plainfield
voted for the Democrats with
Winfield for a draw. Over 85 percent
of Plainfield voted for the Democrat
candidates. It is also interesting to
note that both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood voted for Republican free-
holder candidates, but are locally
Democrat-controlled towns.

The current composition of the
board of freeholders will remain the
same. LD 22: Carter from Plainfield,
Hudak from Linden, Mirabella from
Fanwood, and Jalloh from Roselle.

LD 20: Granados and Estrada from
Elizabeth and Wright from Union.

LD 21: Bergen from Springfield
and Kowalski from Cranford.

Final analysis for Union County;
Plainfield and Elizabeth will decide
the final outcome of the composi-
tion of Board of Freeholders every
year unless we change the structure
of Union County government from
at-large representation to direct rep-
resentation with freeholder districts.
The size of Union County at over a
half a million residents warrants di-
rect representation.

Marc Krauss
Springfield

Freeholders Thank
All Those Who Voted
We would like to take the time to thank

those who participated in the general
election that just passed.

As your elected freeholders, we will
continue to listen to your concerns and
work hard to provide you with quality
government services and keep Union
County as one of the finest places in the
nation to live, work and raise a family.

Union County works best when we are
engaged as partners in our communities,
finding solutions to the challenges we
face, improving our economy, providing
job training, and investing in education.

That is our commitment to you, and
one we pledge to continue to focus on
every day.

Thanks again.

Linda Carter
Bette Jane Kowalski

Sergio Granados
Union County Freeholders

Thanks for Piece on
Night Driving, Walking

Thank you for the very timely piece on
nighttime driving and walking around
town. I remember with great sadness
several tragic deaths caused by darkness
concerning cars and pedestrians.

Here is my suggestion: Most of us now
have cell phones. Obtain the free app on
the phone for a flashlight and use it when
walking around town at night. Then driv-
ers have a better chance of making out a
person crossing the street, especially when
so many are dressed in dark clothing. I
also find it very helpful in darkened res-
taurants! Or, just carry a small flashlight
with you for use at night.

Drivers need to slow down at night and
be extra careful when turning corners.
And pedestrians must remember that af-
ter dark, just because they can see a car,
the driver cannot necessarily see them!

Thanks for the helpful advice.

Jill Sitcer
Westfield

One WF Campaign Worked As Team
While Other Was Not Coordinated

I recently posted a comment on
another publications public message
board, politely reminding one of the
Westfield challenging candidates, in
this past week’s election, that some of
their campaign signs were being placed
on public property. It was just a simple
reminder to keep the ball in bounds.

It did not take all that long to see a
reply comment posted shortly after-
ward. It was a copy and paste of my
exact words, with only the incum-
bent candidate’s name replacing the
challenger’s, politely reminding the
incumbent to remove his campaign
signs from public property.

All I could do was tip my evening
glass of fermented grape juice. The
old copy and paste trick. Touche’, my
friend. Westfield’s spirited debate is
alive and well!

There was no surprise in reading
the results of the previous day’s
Westfield town elections, the morn-
ing of November 6th. The results
only confirmed what was obvious.

One campaign worked as a team;
very organized and all in on their
efforts. They ran on a confident mes-
sage of accomplishment, validated
by the published admiration of other
towns across the state, (and country).
This team was well lead, campaign-
ing long hours throughout the sum-
mer and autumn, connecting with
both their supporters and those who
were opposed.

The other campaign spent the past
six weeks, copying the accomplish-
ments and ideas of their opponents,
pasting them on to their own endless
flood of glossy mailers. The message
from this campaign was not coordi-
nated, and came off as little more
than tired complaints for past issues,
long publicly debated and already
voted by council. These same tired
complaints were conveniently posted

on the message boards and editorials;
day after day, and week after week.

I appreciate how hard the leader-
ship of our town works for our be-
half. The results of these past few
elections confirm that others in our
town feel the same. Perhaps our spir-
ited debate, through letters to the
editor and on the message boards,
can now leave the tired complaints
for past issues behind. Maybe we
could recalibrate our spirited debate,
and stir up new ideas for the benefit
or our town. I feel confident that our
town leadership will continue to lis-
ten and respond with terrific leader-
ship; working as a team, very orga-
nized, and all in for Westfield.

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield

It Is The People Who Should Rule,
Not The Elites In Washington, D.C.

Over decades, there have been po-
litical candidates and politicians that
have campaigned at the federal level
that have promised that if they were
elected into office that they would
“reform Washington,” only to dis-
cover that it is they who are reformed
by going native, succumbing the D.C.
culture and its way of doing things. It
has become increasingly clear that if
reform is going to take place, it would
have to come through the people and
through their elected representatives
in the state legislatures in all 50 states.
Under Article V of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, with the help of two-thirds of
the states, a convention can be called
for the purposes of introducing new
amendments to the Constitution.
Three-fourths of the states would be
required to ratify them. If one state
can get the ball rolling, I believe that
other states would follow.

What amendments would I like to
see proposed? I would like to see an

amendment setting term limits for
members of Congress. I would like
to see an amendment repealing the
17th amendment and have Senators
chosen by their state legislatures
and not by direct election, giving
states more say in Washington, just
to name two.

Now there will be those voices
that will claim that if a convention is
to take place that there would be the
possibility that it would run away. It
will not. Safeguards will be in place
that only the amendments proposed
will be considered and nothing else.
The safety valve is there.

Would this process take a long
while? Perhaps. If it is to save this
republic and give more power to the
people, however, then it is well worth
it. After all, it is the people in the
U.S. who rule and not the elites in
Washington, D.C.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Westfield Voters Are
Thanked for Support
Thank you to the voters of Westfield’s

Fourth Ward for re-electing me as your
councilman. I am honored to serve as
your representative to the town council,
along with Councilman James Foerst,
and I will continue to work hard for you.

I would also like to thank my family
and friends for your constant support
throughout my campaign. Special thanks
to Senator Tom Kean and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick for your leadership and
support.

Congratulations to Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Councilman Sam Della Fera,
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, and
Councilman-elect David Oliveira. It has
been my privilege to campaign with such
an outstanding team and I look forward to
working with you and the rest of the
council.

As a member of our town council, I am
grateful for the opportunity to serve this
great town. I thank you for your contin-
ued support and trust.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Councilman, Fourth Ward

the tens of billions of dollars of taxpayer
money fraudulently wasted in Medicare,
Medicaid, the food stamp program, and
many other federal programs.

 Countries, great and small, collapse
because of war, foreign invasion, drought
and other natural disasters, economic re-
versals, and erosion of moral values. Add
to this list countries which depend on
computer software programming that just
does not work!

But how can we insure through consti-
tutional amendment or our educational
system or through the electoral process
or otherwise that only people of compe-
tence will serve in government?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

The King and His Henchmen
There was a land where the people who worked

hard had bread on their tables. They were healthy
and content. Then a king took power and outlawed
bread. He decreed, “let them eat cake,” — my cake.
But ObamaCake was nowhere to be found or too
expensive for the people. Now millions of people
have neither bread nor cake. But the king and his

henchmen have cake.
Many are decrying that the public has been lied to

and has beeen defrauded. That ObamaCare is sub-
version, a swindle and handled by the incompetent
leading to an unfolding calamity; all the while those
in power exempt themselves from the atrocity and
dupe the needy. But we wouldn’t say that, would we?

Welcome Home
Vietnam Veterans

A big thank you to Bob LaCosta and
his committee for a wonderful ceremony
and monument in honor of the Vietnam
veterans. The program on Sunday was
attended by a few hundred people who
heard very personal remarks from Dr.
Ralph Oriscello, Joe McCourt, and Ralph
Checchio, all Vietnam veterans.

The tape of the program should be
played for our high school students.

Thank you again, Bob, and your com-
mittee for spearheading this monument.
Thank you to all our veterans and wel-
come home!

Pat Leonard Regal
Scotch Plains

Candidate Haas
Thanks Westfield

To all of the voters of Westfield, thank
you for participating in the democratic
process. By doing so you honored our
system of government and demonstrated
your caring for our community.

I raised issues that I believe are impor-
tant to Westfield moving forward. I hope
that the give and take of the campaign
was as enlightening of those issues as the
robo-calls were sometimes annoying. I
am grateful to have found so many people
who support those same ideas. To every-
one who helped me to get those ideas out
by contributing or walking door to door
I owe a large measure of gratitude. You
made the campaign possible. Those who
voted for me honored me tremendously
and I am humbled by your support.

Reflecting on the process, I can hon-
estly say that I feel fortunate in meeting
so many wonderful people and in getting
the opportunity to make my case to the
residents of this town. I wish you all stay
involved and informed and I know that
Westfield will continue to prosper.

David Haas
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Letters continued
on Pages 17-18
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Rep. Holt, You Failed to Mention
That Millions May Lose Coverage

Dear Congressman Holt:
As usual I thank you for your e-

mail of October 16, 2013 and appre-
ciate that you are as you stated, “As
your voice in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.”

I agree with you that the govern-
ment shutdown is outrageous and
was very disappointed in you, the
other members of the House and Sen-
ate and especially the President. I
saw in him a total lack of leadership.
This appears to be a repeating theme
of this administration.

You mentioned the impacts of the
shutdown and the affect on some
31,000 civil servants. Some of these
people I see on a weekly basis and
know that they are a benefit to our
nation. You also mention 4,000 fami-
lies and 200,000 small business af-
fected. On the other hand, I see that
Congress and the President, who I
understand, did not have their sala-
ries and benefits suspended. This is
remarkable since it was Congress and
the President’s fault, not our workers
such as those in the NPS. In addition,
you failed to mention the two million
to a possible 127,000,000 that may
lose their medical coverage or the
reported 800,000 New Jersey resi-
dents. To say that this is callous would
be kind! There is a possibly that the
likes of Ted Cruz may one day soon
be hailed as a hero for standing up
against impossible odds for what he
believed in and in a few short weeks
are being proven correct.

Congressman, we are $17 billion
in debt, we have done nothing to stop
this from growing and on October
16, 2013 you voted to continue to
raise it even higher. When will you in

Congress and the White House do
something about this? Will it be next
week, next month, next year, next
century or when? This is absurd and
is unacceptable. Since you all work
for us taxpayers, I request that you
provide an action plan how this debt
will be addressed along with a time
frame for its reduction to zero.

When it comes to your statement
about one party can overturn dully
passed law, is this not why we have
three parts of government, and the
House is responsible for funding?
Am I mistaken that this method has
been used to not fund other budget
items in the past? Perhaps you in
Congress should have had the fore-
thought to see that this was a possibil-
ity on your Christmas night passing
of this bill with no opposition party
inclusion in the discussion. This does
not sound like open government.
Every day we are seeing more and
more problems. The news report on
failures of the website, in accurate
policy amounts, loss of policies, high
policy costs, and disregard of the
ACA bill, securities concerns, spe-
cial treatment and out right lies from
the President.

When it comes to the continual
demonization of any group, this is
not what I expect from “As your
voice in the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.” I want my voice to not de-
mean any group, woman, religious,
racial, ethic or any other groups just
because they have a different opinion
from you. The Tea Party is obviously
a thorn in your and your party’s side
and have you all worried. We have
seen this before; during World War II
our nation demonized the Axis pow-
ers, such to make it easier to go to war
against them. The Japanese did it in
the South Pacific and this caused
many Japanese civilians to commit
suicide rather than be captured by
U.S. troops. We have seen it also
done to religious and ethic groups as
well. You are not my voice on this
despicable demonization. If you are,
then stand up and apologize and push
to have all others who have done so,
to do the same. The language that
came out of your party is below the
dignity of your office and is highly
unprofessional. This is not what I
expect from my elected officials.

Some saw the “train wreck” hap-
pening and tried to stop it, but offi-
cials like you did not even want to
talk to them.

There may be some in our neigh-
borhood who might find this interest-
ing so I will share it with the media.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Now Is Time to Address Issues With
Action on Scotch Plains Council

I would like to express a heartfelt
and sincere thanks to the voters of
Scotch Plains for entrusting me with
a seat on the township council. I am
humbled by the support, and promise
to work diligently for the good of all
the residents of Scotch Plains.

I would also like to thank those
who actively supported my campaign,
helping me to get the message out
about the issues that I believe are
important that our town address, as
well as those that I heard from so
many constituents.

I also extend best wishes to my
opponent, Mr. Beckerman, and thank
him for his public service and his
willingness to put himself forward as
a candidate. Our system of govern-
ment works best when we have good
people willing to put themselves for-
ward and debate the issues.

In this election, we debated quite a
few issues, and now is the time to
address those issues with action.

The most immediate challenge fac-
ing Scotch Plains is next year’s mu-
nicipal budget. We must move away
from funding our regular operations
with one-time, non-recurring items
like funds from the sewer utility. We
know that the report by the outside
accountant who examined the sewer
utility and the town’s finances con-

cluded that funding existing town-
ship services next year will likely
require a tax increase of $400k over
the 2 percent cap.

It is important that residents under-
stand that because Scotch Plains has
in prior years had tax increases for
the municipal part of the property tax
bill of under 2 percent, the council
now has the ability to raise taxes
above the 2 percent cap without a
voter referendum. There is something
called a “cap bank,” which has no
real money in it, but this bank records
how much higher taxes could have
been raised in the past without ex-
ceeding the cap. A simple example
would be the council passing a bud-
get with zero increase one year, then
the following year they could have
up to a 4 percent increase without
voter referendum, using that year’s
allowed 2 percent increase plus 2
percent “banked” from the previous
year.

A tax increase above the cap would
be undesirable, but actions taken this
past year have put us in a position
where that may be unavoidable. I
pledge to work diligently with the
professional staff to hold next year’s
tax increase as low as possible, while
doing so in a way that is fiscally
responsible so that the town remains
on a solid financial footing and main-
tains its strong credit rating in the
marketplace.

Aside from financial issues, I bring
to the council support for initiatives
such as downtown revitalization and
improved electronic communication.
Additionally, while I have expressed
my strong reservations with the “joint
meeting” structure for a police
merger, finding savings through
shared services remains a top prior-
ity.

Again, I thank the voters of Scotch
Plains for this opportunity to serve,
and I will be working hard to show
your trust is well placed.

Llewellyn Jones
Scotch Plains Councilman-elect

Thanks to All Who Supported
My Campaign for SP Council

When I made my commitment to
run for the unexpired council term
last April, I did so with the full knowl-
edge that any Democrat running in
an election with one of the most popu-
lar Republican governors on top of
the ticket was going to be a challenge
and that the prospect to overcoming
that challenge would be difficult at
best. I want to thank the countless
people who supported my campaign
with everything from contributions,
to holding meetings with neighbors
in their homes, allowing us to place
campaign signs on their lawns and
volunteering their time making phone
calls to their friends and neighbors.
Most importantly, I want to thank the
voters who cast their vote for the
entire Democratic team.

I was thrilled that our friend, U.S.
Senator Cory Booker along with Con-

gressman Rush Holt, came to Scotch
Plains to campaign with me. Our
Democratic legislators, led by Sena-
tor Nick Scutari, Assemblyman and
Union County Democratic Chairman
Jerry Green and our own amazing
Assemblywoman and Scotch Plains
Democratic Chairman Linda Stender
for all their support and encourage-
ment. Our campaign manager,
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
along with our campaign treasurer
Theresa Mullen were always avail-
able with advise and good counsel.

I want to congratulate my oppo-
nent, Llewellyn Jones, on his victory.
Our campaign was spirited and we
made the public aware of issues fac-
ing our town. I wish you the very best
of luck.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains Councilman

Letters to the Editor

Write-In Candidate
Thanks GW Voters

Although I was not listed on the
formal ballot and ran only a write-in
campaign five weeks before the
Garwood Council election, I gra-
ciously thank the voters for under-
standing the issue I ran on and choos-
ing to take on the effort to vote for me
in that light.

Unfortunately, the write-in vote
procedure on the voting machine cre-
ates much frustration. Moving for-
ward for at least the next three years,
we Garwood residents hope that each
member of Garwood’s governing
body continue to use common sense,
debate and can compromise to better
the quality of life for us. I wish in-
cumbent Jim Mathieu and newly-
elected councilman Mike Martin
good luck. I thank The Pointe asso-
ciation for inviting me to the council
debate; my wife who puts up with the
politics; and all the involved resi-
dents, volunteers that work toward
the betterment of Garwood.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Martin Thanks
Garwood Voters

It is an honor to be given the oppor-
tunity to serve the residents of the
Borough of Garwood as a member of
the council. The coming year prom-
ises to be one that holds many new
challenges for the governing body, as
times change so does the manner in
which business is done and so do the
demands on members of the council.

 I am certainly up to the challenges
and since I have my own small busi-
ness based here in the borough, I will
be readily accessible to the residents,
the other council members and the
employees as well and look forward
to working with all of them.

Thank you to those who cast their
ballots for me and thank you to the
team of dedicated individuals who
participated in the campaign whether
their role was big or small, the sum of
the parts produced results. It is grati-
fying to have their support and the
residents trust.

Councilman-elect Mike Martin
Garwood

Many Questions Need Answers
About Fanwood Skateboard Park

The Borough Council of Fanwood
will meet on Monday, November 18
at 7:30 p.m. The council will be vot-
ing on whether to allow construction
of a $124,000 skateboard park at
Forest Road Park.

Half of the funding will come from
accumulated recreation department
program revenues, with the remain-
ing $62,000 coming from a grant
from Union County. If permission to
build the skateboard park is granted,
it will be built.

Many concerns have been raised:
Is there is a consensus that this should
be built, should be built at Forest
Road Park, have the concerns of
neighboring homeowners been ad-
dressed; whether self-supervision
alone – as contemplated – will be
sufficient to prevent collisions or in-
jury, whether it can be well-main-
tained (as dictated by insurance best
practice) to minimize liability expo-
sure, whether this will remove bik-
ers/BMX riders from the streets has
been oversold, whether this was even
a high priority in the first place and
whether it would be possible to peti-
tion for reallocation of the grant
money to potentially allow construc-
tion of other capital projects. These
concerns have been downplayed and
not fully answered.

 It should be remembered that a
similar facility was constructed at
LaGrande Park many years ago with
wonderful intentions and much fan-
fare – it fell into disuse and, eventu-
ally, disrepair. Although any new fa-
cility will be more durable, there has
been no other credible response to

how the experience of a new skate-
board park will differ from that of the
previous one.

I ask anyone with an interest in the
construction of this park – good or
bad – to voice their thoughts.

There are many questions that need
to be answered, and presently, indif-
ference is being interpreted as accep-
tance. Please let your voice be heard.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Thanks to All Who
Supported R4V

I’d like to thank my friends, family,
The Running Company, Five Guys
and our community for their support
in my fundraising efforts. Thanks to
your help, over $3,000 was raised for
the R4V charity (Racing for Veter-
ans) as I ran my first marathon in
New York City on Sunday (Novem-
ber 3). It was an incredible experi-
ence and I am very thankful for that
privilege. The money raised will help
wounded veterans and provide sup-
port in their rehabilitation. If you did
not get a chance to donate, there is
still time to help our veterans.

For more info, please see:
www.razoo .com/s to ry /Andy-
Fromm-Fundraising-For-R4v-New-
York-City-Marathon-Team.

Andy Fromm
Westfield
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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

It was bad enough when Kim Rodrigues went to the emergency 
department with food poisoning and found that she also had a pre-
cancerous cyst on her bile duct. And worse when she was told by a New 
York City surgeon that she’d need an incision all the way from her breast 
bone to belly button to remove it. But it got better when Overlook 
Medical Center offered a minimally invasive solution, performed by 
a highly skilled physician and his assistant ViKY, a voice-activated 
robotic camera. No surprise. Overlook surgeons are skilled in advanced 
laparoscopic procedures as well as robotic surgery. For Kim, that meant 
three little incisions, a quicker recovery, and meeting her first robot.

- Kimberly Rodrigues
Union, New Jersey 

Fanwood Presbyterian
Movie Night Is Sunday

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church invites the
community to come to its Movie
Night this Sunday, November 17, at
6:30 p.m. There will be popcorn,
soda and a fun movie, Monsters U,
shown on the big screen in the sanc-
tuary. The church is located at
Martine and La Grande Avenues in
Fanwood.

Everyone is welcome to this free
event. For further information about
this and directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call (908)
889-8891, check the church
website, fanwoodpc.org, or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.

POLICE BLOTTER

Garwood Knights
Launch Toy Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are conducting
their annual Toy Drive through De-
cember. Donations of brand-new,
unwrapped toys on behalf of St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth can be dropped off after 4
p.m. weekdays at their Council Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood, opposite PathMark. On
weekends, individuals are asked to
first call (908) 789-9809. Parking is
available behind the building off
Willow Avenue (turn at Marty Shoes).

Visitors are asked to use the side-
door entrance. Monetary donations
may be made payable to “The
Garwood K of C Toy Drive,” Atten-
tion: Keith Gallagher.

The Knights request that people
not donate toys depicting violence,
guns, dolls exploiting women, or
old stuffed animals. For more in-
formation, call the Knights after 4
p.m. at (908) 789-9809 or Keith
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.

DICTIONARY DAY...The Mountainside Rotary Club recently distributed dic-
tionaries and thesauri to third and fourth graders at Deerfield School in
Mountainside. A service organization, the club also provides scholarships to
Mountainside students from Deerfield School and Governor Livingston High
School. The club meets on Mondays at 12:15 p.m. at Famous Dave’s. Anyone
interested in joining is welcome to stop by. Pictured are club member Glenn
Mortimer and his nephew, third grader Colin Goldbeck.

Westfield Library to Host
Jazz Trio on November 20

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
jazz trio of Prisco, Aiello and Messina
on Wednesday, November 20, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Peter Prisco, guitar; Chris Aiello,
alto; and Don Messina, double bass,
have been playing and performing
together for many years in various
groups. They have all studied and
been involved with the music and
teachings of jazz greats Lennie
Tristano and Sal Mosca.

Collectively they have participated
in jazz festivals, have recorded nu-
merous CDs as either a leader or
sideman for many different combi-
nations, and have performed at Mid-
Atlantic/New England area clubs,
colleges, libraries, museums and art
centers.

The trio’s improvisations are struc-
tured over songs from the classic
American Songbook, among them
Gershwin, Porter and Kern; composi-
tions by jazz composers such as Charlie

Parker, Lennie Tristano, Warne Marsh
and Lee Konitz, as well as composi-
tions by the members of the group.
Tunes are created spontaneously rely-
ing on the intuition of the trio.

This event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on the
Calendar link, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0. Library hours are 9:30
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Cranberries This Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-
Cory House Museum, located at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield,
will go “Crazy for Cranberries”
this Sunday, November 17, from 2
to 4 p.m.

The program will include a pre-
sentation and fun facts about cran-
berries; a tribute to Harry and Wende
Devlin, creators of the beloved
“Cranberry Series” of children’s
books; take-home recipes; a
children’s craft and refreshments.

In the museum’s Frazee Build-
ing, cooks will prepare seasonal
foods over the authentic 18th-cen-
tury open hearth, incorporating this
favored fruit of Native Americans
and Pilgrims alike.

Admission will be $3 for adults
and children age 13 and older; $2
for children ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs will
continue the celebration of the holi-
day season and will include “Thanks-
giving Dinner Demonstration and

18th Century Table Customs and
Manners” on November 24, from 2
to 4 p.m.; “Gingerbread Sunday” on
December 1, from 1:30 to 4 p.m.,
and “German Christmas Customs
and a Visit from the Belsnickel” on
December 8, from 2 to 4 p.m. Ad-
vance reservations for specific time
slots are required for “Gingerbread
Sunday” and must be made no later
than noon on Monday, November
25. Admission for this program is $4
per child; accompanying adults may
attend for free.

The museum also has announced
a special historical program and
benefit concert entitled “Four Cen-
turies of Jazz” this Saturday, No-
vember 16, from 5 to 7 p.m. at
Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. Appropriate
for all ages, the program will fea-
ture The Florian Schantz Jazz
Combo. Tickets may be purchased
in advance through the museum
for $15 or at the door for $20.
Children under age 12 may attend
for free with an accompanying
adult. Proceeds will benefit the
Miller-Cory House Museum.

For more information, call the
museum weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

SCOUT RETREAT...Scouts and adult leaders from Westfield’s Boy Scout Troop
73 attended the Annual Archdiocese of Newark’s Boy Scout Catholic Retreat
during the weekend of October 18 to 20. Troop 73 and 200 fellow Scouting
members camped in Ross Dock Park at the base of the Palisades, just north of the
George Washington Bridge. The Scouts completed a hike to the top of the
Palisades and a round-trip hike across the George Washington Bridge. They also
participated in religious activities. Troop 73 is sponsored by the Catholic Church
of the Holy Trinity in Westfield. Boys interested in joining Troop 73 may contact
Scoutmaster Henry Hom at henryhom73@gmail.com.

Westfield
Tuesday, November 5, Deborah

Exantus, 36, of South Orange was
arrested on a Westfield warrant for
$500 after being picked up at the
Clark Police Department. She was
released on her own recognizance as
per court personnel.

Wednesday, November 6, Denise
Sabbatino, 45, of Rahway was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $465 pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Rahway Police
Department. She was transferred to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, November 6, Denisha
Chandler, 21, of Roselle was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood traffic
warrant for $81 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at West South and Cen-
tral Avenues. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on posted bail.

Saturday, November 9, Donna
Brown, 51, of Westfield was arrested
at police headquarters after surren-
dering herself on a $114 East Orange
traffic warrant. Bail was posted and a
waiver signed.

Saturday, November 9, Eric White,
46, of Cranford was arrested on two
outstanding warrants as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
near Crossway Place. The warrants
were from Middletown, for $550, and
Newark, for $132. Bail was posted
for both warrants with a pending court
date.

Sunday, November 10, an attempted
burglary was reported at a residence
on the 900 block of Woodmere Drive,
which is believed to have occurred
between November 8 and November
10. According to police, the home-
owner noticed damage to the base-
ment window, indicating someone had
attempted to gain entry to the resi-
dence by removing the plastic cover
over the ground-level window and
forcing the window open. An investi-
gation by responding officers revealed
that entry was not gained. The inci-
dent is under investigation by the
Westfield Police Department’s De-
tective Bureau.

Sunday, November 10, the owner
of a business on the 700 block of
Central Avenue reported a burglary at
her store. Entry was gained by prying
a back door but nothing was reported
missing at the time of the report.

Sunday, November 10, the owner
of a business on the 700 block of
Central Avenue reported a burglary at
his store. Someone gained entry by
damaging a rear door to the establish-
ment, and $330 in cash was removed,
according to police. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 4, a resident of

East Second Street reported that some-
time overnight someone removed the
rear license plate of his motor ve-
hicle.

Monday, November 4, the manager
of a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone purchased gas and paid with
a counterfeit $50 bill.

Monday, November 4, a resident of
Throwbridge Drive reported that
someone made approximately $500
in purchases on his credit card with-
out his authorization.

Tuesday, November 5, James Lee,
28, of Orange was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop
on Hunter Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Wednesday, November 6, the owner
of an East Second Street store re-
ported that sometime overnight some-
one entered his shop and removed
several hundred dollars. According to
police, entry was gained by forcing
open a side window.

Saturday, November 9, Mark
Hogland, 50, of Annandale was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Park Avenue on an outstanding $400
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, November 9, a resident
of Edgewood Terrace reported that
someone made approximately $1,600
in purchases on his credit card with-
out his authorization.

Saturday, November 9, Rivya
Sodhi, 28, of Monroe was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a one-vehicle
accident on the Martine Avenue ex-

tension. After failing multiple field
sobriety tests at the scene, Sodhi was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, November 9, Mary
Ferreri, 32, of Edison was arrested
and charged with DWI after police
responded to a report of a woman
slumped over in her motor vehicle,
which was running in the roadway.
After failing multiple field sobriety
tests at the scene, Ferreri was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, November 10, a resident
of Lake Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone scratched the
side of her motor vehicle.

Garwood
Saturday, October 26, Wilson

Tenecota, 35, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after police re-
sponded to a report of a motor vehicle
crash in the area of the 300 block of
South Avenue. Upon arrival, police
found that a 2003 Chevy Avalanche,
operated by Tenecota, had rear-ended
another motor vehicle. Further inves-
tigation found that there were empty
beer bottles and cans throughout
Tenecota’s vehicle and that he ap-
peared to be under the influence of
alcohol, according to police.

Tenecota performed field sobriety
tests at the scene, which he failed,
police said. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Tenecota was charged with multiple
motor vehicle summonses, including
DWI, careless driving and having open
containers of alcohol in a motor ve-
hicle. The driver and occupants of the
other vehicle were not injured.
Tenecota was released with a court
date.

Saturday, October 26, Todd
Huffman, 44, of River Edge was ar-
rested for having a suspended driver’s
license following a motor vehicle stop
on the 400 block of South Avenue for
equipment violations. Further inves-
tigation found that the driver, identi-
fied as Huffman, was operating a ve-
hicle with an expired registration and
also was operating the vehicle with a
suspended driver’s license. Huffman
was issued several summonses and
released at the scene.

Sunday, October 27, Kabir
Nunnally, 44, of Newark has been
charged with burglary, theft and crimi-
nal mischief in connection with a
break-in at a business on the 300
block of North Avenue, according to
police.

Responding to a report of the sound
of broken glass in the rear of the
business, police found that the rear
window of the business had been bro-
ken and that entry was made through
that window. Police found that the
suspect had left the scene prior to
their arrival. The suspect had been
able to open the cash drawer and steal
$450 before leaving. Video surveil-
lance of the incident was recovered
and the suspect was identified as a
result of the investigation. Arrest
warrants were issued and Nunnally
remained at large at the time of this
report.

Thursday, October 31, Brianna
Summers, 20, of Newark was arrested
for having a suspended driver’s li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop on
the 300 block of South Avenue for
equipment violations. Summers was
issued summonses and released at the
scene.

Thursday, October 31, Shakira Wil-
liams, 37, of Newark and Sawab
Wright, 43, of East Orange have been
charged in connection with an inci-
dent involving a stolen purse.

On April 22, 2013, police received
a report of a purse, containing over
$630, having been stolen from a busi-
ness on the 100 block of North Av-
enue. During the investigation, video
surveillance showed a female came
into the store at the time the purse
went missing. The suspect distracted
the store owner while a second indi-
vidual entered through the rear door
and took the purse. The identity of the
suspects was found through compari-
sons of similar incidents in other ju-
risdictions throughout the state, ac-
cording to police.

Williams was charged with theft
and currently is in jail on $25,000
bail. Wright also was charged with
theft and a warrant for his arrest was
issued. He was still at large at the time
of this report.
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OASIS YOUTH...Members of ReCharge, the Oasis-Church-NJ.com Youth
Group, are pictured enjoying an outdoor excursion. This month, the teens are
teaming up with Family Promise and other area churches to help homeless
families sheltering at the First United Methodist Church of Scotch Plains by
preparing and serving meals, playing with the children, and collecting
donated bedding supplies.

First Baptist Invites Public
To ‘American Rhapsody’

WESTFIELD — The First Baptist
Church of Westfield and its Youth
Group will host “An American Rhap-
sody,” featuring classical guitarist
Loren C. Fortna, this Sunday, No-
vember 17, at 5 p.m.

“An American Rhapsody” is in-
spired by Owen Middleton’s single-
movement sonata of the same name.
This solo, classical guitar program
features works by living U.S. guitar-
ist-composers. These works success-
fully fuse modernisms with hints of
ragtime, show tunes, impressionism
and bluegrass, according to an over-
view of the program.

Mr. Fortna holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music Theoretical Studies
from Susquehanna University, a Mas-
ter of Music degree from the Univer-
sity of Akron and an Artist’s Diploma
from Montclair State University.

As a performer, Mr. Fortna has
appeared throughout North America,
from New Jersey to Vancouver, B.C.,
as a soloist, accompanist, ensemble
member and conductor.

Since 2001 he has been teaching
vocal and general music in the New
Jersey public schools. In 2004 he
joined the Springfield Public Schools,
where he was named District Teacher
of the Year for the 2008-2009 school

year. Mr. Fortna became a faculty
member of Montclair State Univer-
sity in 2009, where he teaches applied
classical guitar and serves as the fac-
ulty advisor to Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street in Westfield. A free
will offering will be taken at the door.
Further information is available by
visiting fbcwestfield.org or calling
(908) 233-2278.

Author Linda Barth to Offer
Look at Jersey Inventions

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present
Linda J. Barth, author of “The Gar-
den State: Where Ideas Grow, A
History of Inventing in New Jer-
sey: From Thomas Edison to the
Ice Cream Cone,” on Sunday, No-
vember 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Crane-Phillips House Museum, lo-
cated at 124 North Union Avenue
in Cranford. The program will be-
gin at 2:15 p.m.

Many Americans are familiar
with Thomas Edison’s “invention
factory” in Menlo Park, where he
patented the phonograph, the light
bulb and many more innovations.
Yet many other ideas have grown
in the Garden State, too. New
Jerseyans brought sound and mu-
sic to movies and built the very
first drive-in theater. In addition to
the first cultivated blueberry, treats
like ice cream cones and M&M’s®
are Jersey natives. Iconic aspects
of American life, like Bubble
Wrap®, the boardwalk, the Band-
Aid® and even professional base-
ball itself started in New Jersey.
The vacuum cleaner, plastic and
air-conditioning, as well as many
other important advances in medi-
cine and surgery, also were devel-
oped here.

During her program, Ms. Barth
will explore groundbreaking, use-
ful, fun and even silly inventions
and their New Jersey roots.

Ms. Barth is a retired fourth-
grade teacher who l ives in
Somerville. She has served on the
boards of Celebrate New Jersey,
the Raritan-Millstone Heritage
Alliance and the D&R Canal
Watch, and currently is executive
director of the League of Histori-
cal Societies of New Jersey. She is
the author of “Bridgetender’s Boy,”
“The Delaware and Raritan Ca-
nal” and “The Delaware and
Raritan Canal at Work” and has
contributed to the “Encyclopedia
of New Jersey.”

Space is limited, so reservations
are required. To reserve a seat, call
the Historical Society’s office at
(908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but dona-
tions are always welcomed.

The Society has been dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect and
document the township’s past as it
progresses through the 21st cen-
tury. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

SUPERB SOUND...The “Pipes of St. Paul’s” will be featured this Sunday,
November 17, at a 4 p.m. concert at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield that
will highlight the church’s organ. Music Director and Organist Charles M.
Banks, with concert pianists Doris La Mar and Pamela Aslin and baritone soloist
David Murray, will perform a variety of classical and popular pieces for this
family-friendly event. St. Paul’s Church is located at 414 East Broad Street.

Special Concert to Showcase
‘Pipes of St. Paul’s’ Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will present a special concert featur-
ing the “Pipes of St. Paul’s” this Sun-
day, November 17, beginning at 4
p.m. This concert will showcase St.
Paul’s pipe organ – one of the largest
in the northeast region.

Included on the program will be a
variety of works selected to display
the unique orchestral and classical
voices of the organ. These include
Sibelius’ Finlandia, as well as works
by Bach, Daquin, Grieg, Manz,
Schumann and Sullivan.

Charles M. Banks, St. Paul’s direc-
tor of music and organist, will be
joined by concert pianists Pamela
Aslin of Cranford and Doris La Mar
of Westfield in duets for piano and
organ, including arrangements of
“Amazing Grace” and “Simple Gifts.”

Baritone David Murray of Scotch
Plains will be the soloist in a rarely-
performed concert version of Sir
Arthur Sullivan’s “The Lost Chord”
for soloist, piano and organ.

Following the concert, the public
is invited to a wine and appetizer
reception in The Cloister.

Concert tickets are not required, but
a donation of $20 for adults is sug-
gested to help support St. Paul’s music
programs and concerts. Students will
be admitted at no charge and parking
in the area also will be free.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, across from the municipal
building. For more information, con-
tact Mr. Banks at (908) 451-5082 or
cbnj123@verizon.net. For last-
minute updates, visit St. Paul’s
website, stpaulswestfield.org.

Wnucks Welcome
Danica Lynn

Andrea and Erik Wnuck of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter and second child,
Danica Lynn Wnuck, on Thursday,
July 18, 2013, at 11:20 a.m. at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

Danica weighed 8 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 21.5 inches
in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are George and Barbara Forese
of Bloomsburg, Pa.

The late William Wnuck of
Edison, N.J. and Linda Chakey of
Fort Wayne, Ind. are her paternal
grandparents.

Danica joins the Wnuck family
along with her older brother,
Alexander George, who was born
on December 16, 2010.

Oasis Church Youth Group
Helping Homeless Families

SCOTCH PLAINS — ReCharge,
the Oasis-Church-NJ.com teen
youth group, is teaming up this
November with non-profit Family
Promise and other area churches
to help shelter the homeless.

According to Kathy Avens, Oa-
sis  Youth Group minister,
ReCharge members will cook din-
ners for families sheltering at the
First United Methodist Church in
Scotch Plains. Other responsibili-
ties include serving, playing with
the children, and cleanup on those
nights. The group also is collect-
ing donations of bedding supplies
like sheets, blankets, comforters
and other care package items for
distribution to the needy families.

“As a church, our mission is to
compassionately share Jesus and
His love with hurting people here
and all around the world,” Ms.
Avens stated. “This is a great op-
portunity for our Oasis Church and
ReCharge Youth Group to start with
our own community.”

Oasis is a three-year-old, non-
denominational New Jersey church
that meets in two locations: Sun-
days at 11 a.m. at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Renaissance, located at 250 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, and Sun-
days at 10 a.m. at the Regal Hadley
Cinema Stadium, located at 1000
Corporate Court in South Plainfield.

Oasis is a casual, contemporary
church known for its upbeat Chris-
tian rock worship and relevant mes-
sages people can use in everyday

life. For more information about
how youth can get involved in the
ReCharge group, call Ms. Avens at
(908) 313-5430. For the church
office, call (732) 406-7821 or visit
Oasis-Church-NJ.com.
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Temple Coat Drive
To Benefit Needy

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will collect gently-
used coats on Sunday, November
24, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the
synagogue. The coat drive will be
open to the community. A drive-
through will be set up and volun-
teers from Congregation Beth Israel
will be on hand to collect coats di-
rectly from donors’ cars.

The coat drive will benefit Jersey
Cares, a non-profit, community-
based organization that mobilizes the
collection and distribution of thou-
sands of winter coats to men, women
and children in need.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Social
Action Committee has participated
in the Jersey Cares annual coat drive
for many years. The committee col-
lected close to 100 gently-used coats
last November.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains. For
more information, call the synagogue
office at (908) 889-1830 or contact
Joanne Schwartz, event co-chair-
woman, at Joannedbs@comcast.net
or at (908) 654-7553.

Family Day on Tap
For Sp. Needs Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Family
Fun Day for children with special
needs and their families will take
place on Sunday, December 8, from
1 to 3 p.m. at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Open to children of all ages and
their siblings, Family Fun Day will
include music therapy with
Jammin’ Jean, arts and crafts, and
swimming in the JCC’s heated
pool. Families are encouraged to
come early and participate in Su-
per Sunday, the community’s fund-
raising phonathon in support of
the UJA Campaign of Greater
MetroWest, with lots of family pro-
gramming.  For detai ls ,  visi t
jfedgmw.org/supersunday.

Admission will be free but reg-
istration is requested by e-mailing
rwanatick@jfedgmw.org or call-
ing (973) 929-3129.

Sponsors include MetroWest
ABLE of Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, Friendship
Circle of Union County, JCC of
Central New Jersey and Ma’ayan.

Screening on Tap
For Bone Density

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department, in con-
junction with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter, will offer a bone density screen-
ing on Thursday, November 21, from
10 to 11:30 a.m. The program costs
$10 and registration is required.

Open to residents of Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Summit, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Westfield, this screening
will take place in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street. The
Community Room can be entered
from East Broad Street. To register,
call 1-(888) 247-9580.
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F-SP ‘Y’ Class to Address
Diabetes Education/Exercise
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
offer a diabetes class focusing on those
with Type 2 diabetes, typically known
as Adult Onset Diabetes, and those at
risk for developing diabetes, known
as pre-diabetes. This 10-week pro-
gram, beginning the week of Monday,
November 18, will be held at the “Y”’s
Main Facility, located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This series of classes is designed to
not only help those with existing dia-
betes better control their blood sugar,
but also those with pre-diabetes by
providing them with information that
can possibly delay or stop its path to
actual diabetes. Among the ways an
individual can determine if he or she
has or is at risk for pre-diabetes:

Confirmation through a blood test
with one’s physician.

He or she previously had gesta-
tional diabetes.

Other factors to consider are a
strong family history of Type 2 dia-
betes, inactive lifestyle and a Body
Mass Index (BMI) greater than 25.

Donna Peart, a Registered Dietitian

as well as a personal trainer, will lead
the class. Ms. Peart has specialized in
diabetes management for many years.
Participants will learn their individual
calorie needs, develop their own meal
plan and have cooking demonstra-
tions. The program also will focus on
exercise. To register, call the YMCA at
(908) 889-8880 and/or contact Ms.
Peart for further information at
dpeart@fspymca.org.

Joachim K. ‘Joe’ Loeber, 93,
Was Master Artist and Teacher

Joachim K. “Joe” Loeber, mas-
ter artist and teacher, died on
Wednesday, November 6, at his
home in Key West after challeng-
ing terminal cancer for more than
six months. He passed his 93rd
birthday on July 8, and continued
his artist workshop there until
shortly before his death.

Key West was his home from
1973, although there were years of
shared residence and
teaching with his first
home in Westfield,
N.J. Mr. Loeber was
an artist of great ac-
complishment over a
long life that spanned
Germany and Europe,
then America — New
Jersey and Florida-
Key West.

Born in 1920 in
Sorau, Germany, and
a portrait painter from
childhood, Joe entered
the Berlin Academy of
Fine Arts at the age of
16. But in Hitler Germany, he was
appalled as he saw the arts becom-
ing a propaganda medium, with
abstract art outlawed. So, while
pursuing formal studies at the acad-
emy, he also began working ac-
tively with a clandestine neo-Bau-
haus group of international young
artists under the guidance of pro-
fessors including H. M. Th.
Dannenberg. Through the sponsor-
ship of Prof. Arnold Waldschmit,
Mr. Loeber was introduced to the
eminent abstract expressionist
master Edvard Munch in Norway.

Resistant to the realities of life
in Hitler Germany, the red-haired,
rebellious young Loeber managed
to survive, and paint, with what-
ever resources were available. He
was deeply interested from youth
in the art of creative masters in-
cluding Klee, Kandinsky, Picasso,
Feininger. But he also was a classi-
cally-trained portrait artist and
muralist, and those skills helped
him after World War II to become
a professor of art in Germany, and
then emigrate to America with his
small family.

In post-war Germany in 1948,
Mr. Loeber was invited to head the
Department of Art in the Erlangen
Army Education Center, affiliate
of the University of Maryland.
There, in addition to administra-
tive duties as Department Head,
Professor Loeber conducted
classes, held lecture courses and
painted numerous murals and por-
traits, also completing 24 stained
glass windows for the Education
Center Library there. His portraits
included powerful generals and
other military leaders.

Drawing ultimately from his cre-
ative resources of German expres-
sionist and abstract painting, Joe
as a painter over a long lifetime
emerged from classical portraits
and landscapes into powerful ab-
stract and semi-abstract paintings
with amazingly diverse talents and
skills that developed in Europe and
reached full expression in America,
where he emigrated in 1952.

In the United States, he was
popular both as a lecturer in art
and as a researcher of art materials
and the chemistry of art, working
to develop products such as a “gel”
medium and doing experimental
testing with his friend, the late
Ralph Mayer, author of “The
Artist’s Handbook,” a classic ref-
erence for professional artists, and
several leaders of companies in-
cluding Utrecht.

During his years in New Jersey,
the artist counted as one of his
good friends the late artist Ben
Shahn, whose book, “The Shape

of Content,” was published in 1957
and based on a series of six lec-
tures that Mr. Shahn gave during a
term as a Harvard University pro-
fessor.

After emigrating to the United
States and opening a private studio
in Westfield, Mr. Loeber taught
private and semi-private classes
and conducted a master workshop
for promising students — a prac-

tice he also continued
in Key West for more
than 35 years.

While teaching at the
Summit Art Center (now
New Jersey Center for
Visual Arts) for years,
he also was elected
president of the New
Jersey Academy of Fine
Arts. During that time,
he also conducted Euro-
pean study trips and was
featured in a one-man
show preceding a
Chagall exhibition at the
Rau Gallery in

Bamberg, Germany. He later served
as president of the Painters and Sculp-
tors Society in New Jersey.

In Key West, where he “fell in
love with the city, the location and
the people,” he was featured in a
one-man show with the Key West
Art and Historical Society at the
East Martello Gallery and Mu-
seum. At the time, critic Stephen
Langford, in The Key West Citizen,
wrote, “The greatness of Joachim
K. Loeber would warrant guiding
busloads of school-children
through his exhibit, in order to
show them what a master painter
was doing in the year of our Bicen-
tennial. Here is an enormous tal-
ent. As a colorist he would rank
with Vasareky; his mastery of de-
sign is without equal in these parts;
his versatility is such that to list his
favorite themes would sound like
an index to an art encyclopedia.
He has no style, so varied and bril-
liant is each work...”

After settling full-time in his Key
West home in the 1970s, Mr.
Loeber and his wife, Irene, also an
artist known professionally as Irene
Stanton, shared their large, airy
studio space, and over the years
welcomed many students and
guests to their studio and gallery.

Joe Loeber also has exhibited
his work at the Gallery on Greene.

Insistently maintaining his per-
sonal privacy as an artist, Mr.
Loeber supported the arts in Key
West, including regular contribu-
tions to the Anne McKee Artist
Fund Auction, and donations in-
cluding his “Treasure King,” a large
oil painting that reflected his per-
sonal awareness of the triumph and
tragedy of the quest of the late Mel
Fisher and his family for lost Span-
ish treasure galleons, and which
was given to the Fisher family.

In 1997, featured as “Loeber: a
singular artist” in The Key West
Citizen, the artist voiced a princi-
pal theme: “Art to me should make
the invisible visible, and the com-
mon uncommon...”.

Artist, painter of diverse skills
and choices of media, Joe Loeber
always emphasized “Life is what I
am trying to express in my art work.”

Mr. Loeber is survived by his
wife, Irene; two sons by a previous
marriage; three grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

As no memorial services are
planned, family suggestions would
be for contributions to the Hospice
and Visiting Nurse Association of
the Florida Keys, 1319 William
Street, Key West, FL 33040.

The Dean-Lopez Funeral Home
is in charge of the arrangements.
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Joachim ‘Joe’ Loeber

Scott Schmedel, 82, Was BOE President;
Wall Street Journal Writer For 50 years

Scott R. Schmedel, 82, of
Mountainside passed away on Satur-
day, November 9, at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit.

As a staff member and then
freelancer, he wrote for The Wall
Street Journal for 50 years. He was
best known for writing the weekly
front-page column, “Tax Report,” for
14 years. In 1994 he wrote the book
entitled “The Wall Street Journal
Guide to Understanding Your Taxes.”

He served as president of the
Mountainside Board of Education for
a year and, later, appointed by the
New Jersey Supreme Court, as the
lay member of a panel that arbitrated
disputes between lawyers and their
clients.

His remarkable wife, Paulina, died

in 2007. He is survived by a daughter,
Anna Schmedel, and a son and his
wife, Richard and Theresa Schmedel,
with two grandsons, Jonathan and
Christopher – all equally remarkable.

A visitation and memorial service
will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday, November 16, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations to the Mountainside
Education Foundation, P.O. Box
1203, Mountainside, N.J. 07092 or
Friends of Mountainside Library, 1
Constitution Plaza, Mountainside,
N.J. 07092 would be appreciated.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 

Name
Address
City                                          State             Zip
Phone
Email

We accept direct
admissions at 
ALL levels
Please send me
information on:
❑ Independent Living
❑ Assisted Living
❑ Memory Care
❑ Skilled Nursing
❑ Rehabilitation &

Wellness

FellowshipVillage
Continuing Care Retirement Community

FellowshipVillage

Fellowship Village
offers some of
the largest
Independent
Living
residences
of any
CCRC in 
New Jersey –
up to 4,000 sq. ft.

Enjoy a robust, carefree
retirement in an environment where leisure,
educational and social opportunities abound. 

Be assured if you ever need health care 
services, they are also provided on-site. 

For a brochure or tour
call 877-395-1715

More Space...
Less Maintenance

Clair Connolly, 80, Worked For AT&T;
Was History and Poetry Enthusiast

Clair Connor Connolly, 80, of
Garwood died peacefully on Tues-
day, November 5, 2013, with her
family at her bedside.

A native of Philadelphia, she had
lived in Bala Cynwyd, Pa. as a child
and spent her high school years in
Wildwood Crest. Clair played bas-
ketball at Immaculata College,
worked as a traffic supervisor for
AT&T and was an avid student of
history, poetry and antique furniture.

After stints in Houston, Detroit, New
York City, Middletown, N.J. and Vir-
ginia Beach, she settled in Westfield,
where she lived for 25 years before
moving to Garwood five years ago.

She is survived by her husband of
48 years, William G. Connolly, Jr.,
and three children, William G. III of
Maplewood, Kathleen of Providence,

R.I. and Harold of Washington, D.C.
She also is survived by three grand-
children, Claire, William IV and Nora;
two sisters, Marie Smith and Marga-
ret Levering, and dozens of nieces
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, November 9, at
St. Anne’s Church in Garwood.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Family Emergency
Fund, The Learning Community, 21
Lincoln Avenue, Central Falls, R.I.
02863 or to the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey, 31 Evans Termi-
nal, Hillside, N.J. 07205.

November 14, 2013

Howard R. Billson, 84, Army Veteran;
Was Co-Owner of Bob and Bill Shell

Howard Robert Billson, 84, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, 2013, surrounded by his lov-
ing family. A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated yesterday, Wednes-
day, November 13, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Mr. Billson was born in Plainfield
and grew up in Westfield. He later
lived in Avenel. For the last 10 years
he resided in Greensboro, Md. Mr.
Billson served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Korean Conflict. He was the
co-owner of Bob and Bill Shell in

Rahway for 40 years before retiring.
He is survived by his five children,

Robert, Terry Brooks, Karen, Peter
(owner of ELB Internet Services) and
Howard. He also will be deeply
missed by his six grandchildren, Kelly
Gutierrez, Katie, Josh and Ryan
Brooks, Zachary and Gabriella
Billson, along with six great-grand-
children, Damien, Kayla, Jasmine,
Jenna, Tyler and Adien.

Please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com
to leave a message for the family.

November 14, 2013

Shackamaxon Thanksgiving
Dinner to Benefit Imagine

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Shackamaxon Country Club will
host a Thanksgiving Dinner on
Thursday, November 28, with 10
percent of the proceeds to be do-
nated to Imagine, a year-round grief
support center for children and
adults located in Westfield and serv-
ing all surrounding communities.

Founded in 2011, Imagine is a
non-profit dedicated to helping
people cope with the loss of a fam-
ily member. The Westfield branch
is one of 500 organizations world-
wide based on The Dougy Center
model in Portland, Ore.

Seatings for the Shackamaxon
Thanksgiving event are at 3 p.m., 4
p.m. and 5 p.m. The cost is $45 for
adults, $20 for children ages 7 to 12,
and $12 for children ages 3 to 6.
Shackamaxon Country Club is lo-
cated at 1607 Shackamaxon Drive in
Scotch Plains. For more information
or to make reservations for the

JCC to Host Mr. Sepinwall
For ‘TV Talk’ November 21

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will host
television critic Alan Sepinwall in a
program entitled “TV Talk” on Thurs-
day, November 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Sepinwall is an American tele-
vision reviewer and writer who spent
14 years as a columnist with The
Star-Ledger. He left the newspaper in
2010 to work for the entertainment
news website HitFix.com. Slate.com
said Mr. Sepinwall, “changed the
nature of television criticism” and
called him the “acknowledged king
of the form” with regard to weekly
episode recaps and reviews.

Area residents are invited to come
dish about current television shows
such as the critically-acclaimed
“Breaking Bad,” “Mad Men,”
“Shameless,” “Homeland” and
“Game of Thrones;” get an insider’s
perspective and join in a conversa-

tion about popular programs.
Attendees are invited to check out

what Mr. Sepinwall has to say on his
twitter feed, twitter.com/sepinwall.
They also can get a preview of Mr.
Sepinwall on Firewall and Iceberg,
his podcast at HitFix, which he hosts
with television critic Dan Fienberg.

Mr. Sepinwall’s book, “The Revo-
lution Was Televised,” was named
one of 2012’s best books by The New
York Times. His book will be on sale
at this JCC event for signing.

Tickets are $15 for JCC members
and $18 for others. Tickets can be
purchased online at jccnj.org or in
person at the JCC. Refreshments will
be served.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

College Club Plans
Zumba on Monday

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will present
a Zumba party on Monday, Novem-
ber 18, at The Chelsea, located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood.

The program will feature Ann
Marie Gervasio, a certified instructor
of Zumba, which fuses fitness, enter-
tainment and culture into a dance
class. Zumba dance is set to a mix of
music from around the world.

This low-impact class will be tai-
lored to accommodate all fitness and
ability levels. Refreshments will be
served at 7:30 p.m. and the program
will begin at 7:45 p.m.

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Christmas Party
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church will
host its Annual Christmas Party on
Monday, December 2, at 7:30 p.m. in
the school auditorium.

The Joyful Sound Children’s Choir,
directed by Joanne Gurske, will pro-
vide entertainment. There also will
be a 50/50 and raffles plus refresh-
ments. All women of the parish and
guests are invited. The church and
school are located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Shackamaxon Thanksgiving Dinner,
call Amanda Maloney at (908) 233-
1300, extension no. 1203, or e-mail her
at amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com.
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1 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 

908-233-9570 

www.wesleyhall.org 

Patty Fowler, Director 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

2 ½ years old through Kindergarten 

Lunch Bunch, Playcare, Enrichment Classes, 

and Summer Camp 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN  

Call Monday-Friday  

Between 9:00-2:00 

 for Information and Tour Dates 

Veterans Honored At Edison
School In Westfield

THANKS TO OUR VETS…Edison Intermediate School in Westfield honored
veterans in the armed forces with an assembly on November 6, complete with
patriotic songs and messages. Social Studies teacher John Stasi, far left, wel-
comed the Honorable Mark P. Ciarrocca, New Jersey Supreme Court Judge, who
is a 1975 graduate of Edison. Special tribute was paid to former EIS teacher and
decorated war veteran John D’Andrea, right.

WESTFIELD — Patriotic songs and
messages filled the gymnasium at
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) in
Westfield on November 6 in a tribute to
veterans in the armed forces. Guest
speakers included the Honorable Mark
P. Ciarrocca, New Jersey Supreme
Court Judge, who is a 1975 graduate of
Edison.

Judge Ciarrocca recalled his days at
EIS (then called a junior high), where
he had a ‘terrific teacher and athletic
trainer, John D’Andrea.”

Mr. D’Andrea, a decorated Korean
War combat veteran and guest at the
school’s assembly, was described by
Judge Ciarrocca as a hero. Assistant
Principal David Duelks, also a former
student of the retired teacher, noted
that Mr. D’Andrea always led by ex-
ample in his 27 years at EIS and in his
entire 45 year career in the Westfield
Public Schools, where he impacted
more than 10,000 individuals.

Mr. D’Andrea told the students, staff
and visitors that Edison was his sec-

ond home. With discretion, he de-
scribed some of his family’s military
experiences in several combat arenas.
He told the students, “Kids, you are
the future.”

Always the teacher, he left the stu-
dents with these lessons: Get an edu-
cation, get involved – do community
work; have respect and self-discipline;
be responsible for your actions; have
patriotism, compassion, and adopt val-
ues; and have time for fun – enjoy life.

The assembly included music pro-
vided by the EIS concert band and
eighth grade chorus. Members of the
6th Motor Battalion Unit from Red
Bank, presented the colors of the flags.
An insightful text read by eighth grader
Gabriella Hinks and a video honoring
veterans related to the EIS community
reminded the audience of the every-
day heroes in their lives. Principal
Matthew Bolton encouraged the stu-
dents to reflect on the messages heard
during the assembly and to consider
how they could help others.

Holy Trinity to Host
Fall Clothing, Toy Drive

WESTFIELD — The semi-an-
nual Holy Trinity Interparochial
School used clothing and toy drive
will be held Saturday, November
16, from 8 a.m. to noon, behind the
school on Watterson Street, West-
field.

The event provides an opportu-
nity to donate the following types
of gently used textiles: clothes,
shoes, handbags, bedding, curtains,
cloth tablecloths and other linens.
Additionally, new or gently used
stuffed animals and toys will be
collected. Bags or boxes of items
can be dropped off on Watterson
Street. No books will be accepted.

For further information, email
hsa@htisnj.com.

UC Freshman Awarded
Eldon Hammeke Scholarship

OUTSTANDING FRESHMAN…Union Catholic freshman Katrina Springer of
Roselle Park has been selected as the 2013 recipient of the Eldon M. Hammeke
Scholarship. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Colum-
bus Summit Council 783 Grand Knight Paul Vikan, 2013 recipient Katrina
Springer and Grace Hammeke.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic (UC) announced that Katrina
Springer of Roselle Park has been
selected as the 2013 recipient of the
Eldon M. Hammeke Scholarship. The
scholarship was established in
memory of Mr. Hammeke by his wife,
Grace, and is supported by the
Knights of Columbus Summit Coun-
cil 783, of which Mr. Hammeke was
an active member.

The award is presented every year
to one current freshman student at a
Catholic high school and is renew-
able for the recipient’s remaining
three years at the school.

Katrina was chosen based on her
successful integration into Union
Catholic, good grades and her re-

sponse to the call to “become all God
calls you to be” at UC.

She demonstrated avid enthusiasm
about the beginning of her freshman
year and is already a member of the
Student Movement Against Cancer
(SMAC) and Hearts for Heroes clubs,
is on the Forensics team, and plays on
the school volleyball team.

Past recipients still attending UC
include sophomore Nick Birritteri of
Linden, junior Danielle Cusick of
Edison and senior Arthur Wright of
Woodbridge.

For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost Catho-
lic secondary schools. For informa-
tion, visit unioncatholic.org.

WCW Hosts Scholarship Luncheon

SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON…The members of the Woman’s Club of West-
field held their annual Scholarship Luncheon Fundraiser recently at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Marie Gray, Irene Cash, James De Sarno and
Dolores Geisow.

BLOOD DONOR...Cory Harrell of South Plainfield, a freshman at Seton Hall
University, returned to his alma mater, The Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-H) School
in Edison, to donate at the Club Interact Blood Drive. Cory, who reached the
Gallon Club last year as a senior, is joined by current W-H students Ayan Ahmed
of Scotch Plains, Mike Olano of South Plainfield and Dawn Francavilla, co-
director of Student Life.

WHS Marching Blue Devils Place Second
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WESTFIELD —The members of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield
(WCW), along with town educators
and club friends, gathered recently at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield
for the club’s annual Scholarship Lun-
cheon Fundraiser.

WCW President Dolores Geisow
welcomed everyone and the featured
speakers included Superintendent of

Westfield Schools Margaret Dolan,
Assistant Principal James De Sarno,
WCW Fall Scholarship Benefactor
Marie Gray and New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs Liberty Dis-
trict Vice-President Irene Cash.

Fran DePalma Iozzi on piano and
Louis Iozzi on saxophone entertained
and captivated all in attendance with
their fine musical program.

W-H to Offer Free
Parenting Workshops
EDISON — The Wardlaw-

Hartridge School and the JCC will
begin their 2013-2014 Parenting
Workshop Series with an interac-
tive presentation entitled “How to
Say No to Children in Positive
Ways,” led by Caryn Mandel. The
workshop will be held today, Thurs-
day, November 14, at 7 p.m.

With parents of young children
in mind, the program will include a
variety of speakers who will inspire
others to think, encourage others to
share and stimulate others to re-
flect.

Visit www.jccnj.org for Caryn
Mandel’s bio or visit
www.behaviorwise.net.

To RSVP and for more informa-
tion, contact Linda Coleman, Di-
rector of Admission, at (908) 754-
1882, Ext. 110.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Marching Band capped
their 2013 show season by winning
Second Place in the US Bands Mid-
Atlantic States Competition in An-

napolis, Md. on November 3.
Representing New Jersey, the

Blue Devils performed at the United
States Navy-Marine Memorial Sta-
dium against five other Group IVA
bands from Maryland and Virginia.

The Westfield band also was
awarded Best Visual, Best Guard,
and Best Percussion.

“Our students worked tirelessly
all season long. To end the season
with that performance was truly
magical, and was a prime example
of what can be accomplished
through teamwork, hard work and
determination,” stated Band Direc-
tor Chris Vitale.

WELL PLAYED...The Westfield High School Marching Band capped their 2013
show season by winning Second Place in the US Bands Mid-Atlantic States
Competition in Annapolis, Md. on November 3.

Way to Roll at
Jay’s Cycle Center

WESTFIELD — With the warmer
days behind us and holidays on the
horizon, Electra Cruiser Bicycles con-
tinue to be the popular choice for
stylish recreational riders.

Our initial year as an Electra dealer
has been nothing short of amazing.
Electra bikes speak to your individu-
ality and quest for quality with their
smooth, efficient ride. Personalizing
your new bicycle has endless possi-
bilities with bells, horns, flowers, bas-
kets, grips, saddles, etc. Whether you
ride for fitness or fun, convenience,
conservation or recreation, the Electra

experience is offered in an assort-
ment of flavors to suit your style.

Jay’s Cycle Center is renowned for
representing and stocking only the
highest caliber bicycles in the indus-
try since 1957. Along with the Trek
and Specialized brands, Electra Bi-
cycles offer the same superior quality
bicycle you’d expect from Jay’s. So
stop by for a spin and ask any Jay’s
Cycle Center staff member about our
holiday layaway program.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Electra Cruiser Bicycles

Photo courtesy of Jean Lehmberg
FUNNY BUSINESS…The Pink Panther Strikes Again will be performed at
Edison Intermediate School, 800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield on Thursday,
November 21, at 4 p.m.; Friday, November 22, and Saturday, November 23, at
7:30 p.m. Pictured are: Rachel Saxon, Kathryn Bartlett, Emma Rogers, Aryeh
Losef, Abbie Painter and Marlo Avidon.

Edison Presents The Pink
Panther Strikes Again

WESTFIELD – The Pink Panther
is coming to Edison Intermediate
School in this fall’s show, The Pink
Panther Strikes Again. The world’s
most unusual criminologist, Chief
Inspector Jacques Clouseau, a role
originally created by Peter Sellers,
fights for his life and for the future
of all mankind in the most bizarre
and dangerous caper of his brilliantly
successful and utterly clumsy ca-
reer.

Paul Dreyfus, once his long-suf-
fering boss now turned into a raving
lunatic, holds the world at bay with
the ultimate weapon, the Doomsday
Machine. Dreyfus is out to get
Clouseau, the man whose unde-

served success has driven him crazy.
Clouseau incredibly stumbles and
slips by every attack and in the pro-
cess hits our funny bone!

Performances are Thursday, No-
vember 21, at 4 p.m.; Friday, No-
vember 22, and Saturday, Novem-
ber 23, at 7:30 p.m. The Thursday
matinee is a special presentation for
senior citizens and elementary
school students accompanied by
their parents, with open seating tick-
ets available at the door for $5.

Purchase reserved seating tickets
for the evening performances for $7
presale and $10 at the door. Edison
Intermediate School is located at
800 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
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WF’s RAWLES GETS 5 TDs;RAIDER WHITE GETS 3 TDs

Blue Devil Grid Boys Reject
Raiders with 41-28 Triumph

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Eugene
Rawles, with help from his offensive
line, and the defense line’s “Wall of
Pounds” consisting of bruisers Joe
Scaglione, Tom Anderson, Chris
Sweeney and Dave Kane saw to it
that the Westfield High School foot-
ball team was going to qualify for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 play-

offs with a 41-28 victory over rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Gary
Kehler Stadium on November 9.

Rawles elevated himself into the
rarified atmosphere of six other Blue
Devils who have managed to score
five touchdowns (TD) in one game.

“It feels pretty good. I don’t know
what to say. I am just excited that I got
five touchdowns. I got a good old
line,” Rawles said.

Rawles carried 18 times for 117
yards in three quarters and had TD
runs of two yards, 60 yards, three
yards and one yard, and converted a
screen pass over the middle to a 75-
yard scoring play. He also nearly
duplicated that screen pass with a 39-
yard gain. Both screens managed to
avoid the big Raider defensive line-
men Rashan Gary and Nick Hall,

PROSUK DELIVERS 3 GOALS, MORGAN ADDS 2 ASSTS

Blue Devils ‘Erase’ Columbia
In Boys Soccer Sectional, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely do the starters get the op-
portunity to sit out the majority of the
second half and observe their reserves
in a sectional tournament, but it hap-
pened when the fifth-seeded Westfield
High School boys soccer team over-
whelmed 12th-seeded Columbia, 7-
0, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 5.

The Blue Devils grabbed a 4-0 lead
by halftime and added two more be-
fore the midway point of the second
half. Junior midfielder Mike Prosuk
buried three of the goals, while se-
nior forwards Mate Landeka and Sam
Sokolin, and juniors Matt Williams
and Dereck Amadye each netted one

goal. Senior forward Alik Morgan
assisted on the first two goals with
some nifty right-to-left footwork.

The visiting Cougars were keenly
aware of the powerful throw-ins from
senior co-captain/midfielder Zach
Sheil, who decided to keep them
guessing not just with his throw-ins
but with the five corner kicks he took.

“It gets around the ability of the
thrower, so we had to mix it up and
keep them guessing. We haven’t
played each other in a few years, but
they came in and immediately knew,
they were aware the long throws, so
we had to mix it up and do some short
ones and run some different plays
and keep them off-balance,” Sheil
explained.

Sheil was also aware that his team
should not take the Cougars lightly.

“We knew they were a very athletic
team, so some kids were going to be
faster than us. We were the favorites,
but once it comes to states anyone
can win regardless of records. We
just had to play our game. Once we
did and got a few goals, it got easier
from there,” He said.

Senior co-captain Jeremie Dedea,
who had been securing the backfield
all season due to the injury of co-
captain Tom Randazzo, got the op-
portunity to move up to his regular
position as a midfielder, and he man-
aged to cash in on the action with an
assist, along with intensifying the
pressure on the Columbia defense.

“Now we have our back four start-
ing. We weren’t able to have that in
the beginning of the season because

CUNNINGHAM NOTCHES 2 GOALS, YEAGER NETS ONE

Top Seed Lady Raiders Mute
Millers in Section Soccer, 3-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heroes emerged! Midfielder
Kathryn Cunningham fired in a pair
of goals and forward Kelly Yeager
notched in a goal early in the first half
as the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ soccer
team staggered the ninth-seeded
Millburn Millers, 3-0, in a quarterfinal
round showdown of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 state tournament
on November 7 in Scotch Plains.

The 20-1-1 Raiders’ offensive plan
once again was simple. Controlled play,
come out tough and scrappy and that
was exactly how the game unfolded.
Raider goalkeeper Angela Rastelli made

four saves, while her defense and of-
fensive teammates physically domi-
nated throughout the game. Miller
keeper Courtney Brosnan encountered
a barrage of 21 shots, (14 in the first
half) and finished with eight saves.

“We just wanted to keep posses-
sion of the ball, work the ball, get
opportunities and we did in both
halves. The first half, we just hap-
pened to score; second half, we didn’t,
so that’s a credit to their defense and
their goalie was really exceptional.
We wanted the kids to stay positive.
Defensively, we have good, fast kids
all over the field. We used our speed
to our advantage today, kept posses-
sion of the ball and good things hap-

pened for us. My assistant, Michelle
Tobiak came out with the game plan
and we were just positive the whole
time, so it was all her,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing.

The first Raider goal presented it-
self when forward Kelly Yeager, on
an assist by forward Tori Baliatico,
stroked the ball past the Miller keeper
in the fifth minute of the first half.

“Our coach told us before the game
that they would want it as us, but we
showed that we wanted it more. We
had a lot of give and go and lots of
connections between the players. We
really came together as a team and
showed it by dominating the field,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HER SECOND GOAL...Raider senior Kathryn Cunningham drills in her second goal of the game on a penalty
kick against Millburn in the quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tournament in Scotch Plains on November
7. The top-seeded Raiders won, 3-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR A GOOD POSITION ON THE BALL...Blue Devil midfielder Dereck Amadye, No. 24, battles a Cougar
for possession of the ball on November 5. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BANNER DAY AT THE OFFICE...Blue Devil running back Eugene Rawles, No. 5, ran for four touchdowns and added
another on a screen pass against the Raiders on November 9. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Blue Devils/Raiders Fall in Sections
Stories in November 21 Edition



Page 12  Thursday, November 14, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Hall of Fame’s Latest Class
  Represents Eight Decades

The 11th induction class of the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame will
take place in a little over a year – Nov.
24, 2014 – at the Westwood.

There are athletes from eight dif-
ferent decades being honored.

Chronologically by graduating
class, the Class of 2014 includes:

= Jimmy Byrd (’28), a flashy guard
on the basketball team, he was a three-
time state champion in the mile (and
runnerup as a freshman).

= Sam Arbes (’38), all-state in foot-
ball and a two-year starter in basket-
ball and baseball, he played football
at North Carolina and became a leg-
endary wrestling coach down there.

= Jack Reydel (’46), a three-sport
(football, basketball, baseball) star at
WHS, he played in the College World
Series at Princeton and later coached
football at the Lawrenceville School.

= Don Feeley (’55), co-captain of
the cross-country and basketball
teams at WHS, he went on to an
outstanding coaching career in col-
lege basketball.

= Steve McCoy (’65), a three-sport
standout at WHS in soccer, swim-
ming and tennis, he was a two-time
state champion and three-time all-
American diver.

= Eddie Morton (’72), co-captain
of the unbeaten 1971 football team,
he was a three-time state indoor, three-
time county and three-time confer-
ence champion high jumper.

= Paul Healy (’78), a four-time
state champion swimmer, and former
commanding officer of the USS Ne-
braska, of the U.S. Atlantic subma-
rine fleet.

= Pete Giordano (’79), a WHS boys
soccer co-captain, he is the winningest
girls soccer coach in school history
with 210, with seven Union County

titles and three sectional crowns.
= Drew Cary (’87), a co-captain in

football, and record-setting, state
champion shot putter in winter and
spring track, he repeated that success
in both sports at Connecticut.

= 1987-88 girls swim team, never
lost a dual meet during school’s 74-
meet win streak (1984-90) and won
county and state titles both years.

= Lynne Cassidy (’88), co-captain
of the 1988 girls swim team, she went
on to be a two-time Division 3 na-
tional champion and 25-time all-
American at Gettysburg.

= Erin Allebaugh (’93), earned se-
nior MVP in field hockey (all-state),
girls basketball (all-county) and track
(county champ and school record-
holder).

= 1995 baseball team, the
winningest baseball team in school
history went 27-3, won the county
title and reached the sectional final.

= Stephen Cheek (’95), a football
and baseball standout at WHS, was

an all-American punter in college,
and punted in the both the NFL and
NFL Europe.

= Megan Sheehy (’97), co-captain
of girls soccer and volleyball teams,
she was the Umbro N.J. Player of the
Year in soccer, and Most Valuable
Player in volleyball.

= Maggie McFadden, won over
416 games as field hockey (179) and
softball (237) coach, including two
Union County and two sectional titles.

If you would like to nominate some-
one for the Hall of Fame, contact
athletic supervisor Sandy Mamary at
the WHS athletic office. If you’d like
to add some information for some-
body who has already nominated or
find out if they’ve been nominated,
contact me at bj1019@aol.com.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
WHS defeated Scotch Plains-

Fanwood, 41-28, earning a spot in the
North Jersey Group 5 playoffs, and
helped immensely by Eugene Rawles’
five-touchdown effort. Rawles etched
his name into the school record book,
becoming the seventh WHS player to
score five TDs in one game. The last
was Paul Leifer, who also turned the
trick against SP-F in 1981, on Skeets
Nehemiah Day. The other five were
Lee Waring (1930 vs. Bound Brook),
Pump Vella (1936 vs. Madison and
Haverstraw, N.Y.), Doug Murphy
(1966 vs. Berkeley Heights), Glen
Kehler (1973 vs. Middletown) and
Butch Woolfolk (1977 vs.
Livingston).

Rawles also tied the school record
with12 touchdowns in three games,
the record shared with Glen Kehler in
1973 and Butch Woolfolk in 1977.

That’s also the third straight game
that WHS has put up 40 or more points.
The only other time that’s happened in

117 years of Blue Devils football was
1970, when the Joe Monninger-led
Devils had three straight 40-plus ef-
forts against Montclair (62-22), Hill-
side (46-13) and Plainfield (49-6). The
1971 team also opened up with a 40-0
rout of Clark.

Westfield, seeded eighth, will play
Friday night at top-seeded Ridge in
its North 2 Group 5 opener. Ridge is
coached by former WHS assistant
Bill Tracy and is undefeated. The
teams have only met once, in the
2008 playoffs, and Ridge won that
game. Friday’s winner will play the
following weekend against the Lin-
den-Bayonne winner.

A couple weeks back we wrote
about the conference realignment next
fall for football. With seven rivals –
Immaculata, Linden, Montgomery,
North Hunterdon, Plainfield, Ridge,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood – in their di-
vision, two other opponents needed
to be added. They are going to be
Hunterdon Central and Watchung

Hills. I would’ve preferred someone
more local, like Rahway, Elizabeth,
Union, Summit or Cranford.

It seems crazy to only be playing
three Union County schools, but WHS
may be a popular choice among the
athletic directors of Hunterdon,
Somerset and Warren county schools.

The 2014 WHS football schedule:
Sep. 6 Montgomery, 2 p.m.
Sep. 13 at SP-F, 2 p.m.
Sep. 20 bye
Sep. 26 at Linden, 7 p.m.
Oct. 3 Ridge, 2 p.m.
Oct. 11 Immaculata, 2 p.m.
Oct. 17 at North Hunterdon, 7 p.m.
Oct. 24, at Watchung Hills, 7 p.m.
Nov. 1 Hunterdon Central, 2 p.m.
Nov.8-9 Playoffs
Nov. 15-16 Playoffs
Nov. 27 at Plainfield, 11 a.m.
Dec. 5-6 Playoffs

STATE TOURNAMENT UPDATE
= The gymnastics team gave retir-

ing coach Melissa Greenwald a nice
going-away present – their first sec-
tional championship since 2006. The
overall state championships are on
Saturday.

Bishop Ahr’s Julianna Drapkin won
all-around and all four individual
events, and teammate Casey Sabino .
. . but Westfield captured the team
title with its depth, as Abby Cook,
Jenna Riskalla, Mae Devin and
Hannah Goldring all had multiple
top-six finishes.

= The WHS boys soccer team,
seeded fifth in North 2 Group 4, were
to play top-seeded Watchung Hills on
Tuesday in the semifinals, with a re-
re-re-rematch with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, if they beat Millburn on
Tuesday.

Koryn Kraemer has been solid in
the nets, allowing no goals in the state

tourney. Watchung Hills
hasn’t allowed any goals ei-
ther, so something had to
give on Tuesday.

Note: WHS lost to
Millburn, 2-0, in last year’s
sectional final. The Blue
Devils haven’t won a sec-
tional title since 2001.

The WHS girls soccer
team, seeded second in
North 2 Group 4, were
shocked by Watchung Hills,
2-0, in their opener.

= The WHS boys finished
second to Millburn by two
points in North 2, Group 4
cross-country champion-
ships. Millburn beat the Blue
Devils last year for sectional
titles in boys soccer and boys
and girls tennis on the way to
state championships; this year
they won girls tennis and now
they sweep the cross-country
sectionals. Has Millburn be-
come the new Westfield?

The WHS girls cross-coun-
try team was third in North 2

Group 4, as Millburn surprised de-
fending champion North Hunterdon,
42-54.

Next up will be the Group 4 cham-
pionships Saturday at Holmdel Park.

= The volleyballers came
“upjustshort” against Southern Re-
gional last Friday in the Group 4 state
tournament, losing two very close
games, 25-20 and 25-23. They won
their state opener against Atlantic
County’s Absegami.

D’ANDREA GYMNASIUM
John D’Andrea, the longtime WHS

trainer and later a teacher at Edison
Intermediate School, was honored on
Wednesday, Nov. 6, when Edison
named its gymnasium after the
Barringer High School graduate.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Kronick (WHS ’11), the

school’s all-time leading scorer and
goal producer, had a goal Saturday
night as Johns Hopkins beat
Haverford, 2-0, to win the Centennial
Conference championship.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VALIAN, HAT TRICK; J. ROD, LIPSHITZ, MURPHY 1 EACH

SPF Raider Soccer Boys Tear
Stateliners, 6-0, in Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Going to the ball first throughout
the entire game and constantly pen-
etrating the box to place unrelenting
pressure on the goalie spelled victory
for the third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School soccer boys as
they iced sixth-seeded Philipsburg, 6-
0, in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains on November 8.

David Valian netted three goals to
lead the Raiders’ attack. The 17-4-1
Raiders out-shot Philipsburg, 14-2,
and ruled in corner kicks, 12-1.
Philipsburg had collected seven yel-
lows at the end of the first half then
collected five additional flags to their

collection in the second half.
“The things that you want to see at

this time during state tournament, if
you are the better side, you want to be
dominant out there, set the mark and
give the other team a rather good
beating, which we have done the last
two games. We take them one at a
time. Again, the guys played well
defensively. We worked on some
things the last two games and even
the last three games in the county
final. I thought we played, without a
doubt, some of our very best soccer.
There is an old saying that ‘defense
wins games,’ so hopefully we can
keep it up,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky.

The message was sent early to the

14-5-1 Stateliners as the Raiders opened
up a vicious assault and never let up
until forward Justin Rodriquez, on an
assist by Devin Glover, ripped in the
first goal with just 1:25 off the clock.

“We dominated the whole game,
knocked the ball back and forth, then
finally got into the offensive third
and that’s how we got our opportuni-
ties where I scored my goal,” said
Rodriquez.

The Raiders continued attacking
the ball, penetrating Stateliner turf at
will. With 26:41 into the half,
midfielder Valian, on an assist by
Rodriquez, banged in his first goal.

“Justin played it over to me. I just
took a touch and placed it over the

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Shari Holtzman
Sales Associate

Irene Katz
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $949,900
Immaculate 4 Bedroom Colonial with 2 full and
2 half baths in the heart of the Gardens.
Gourmet EIK open to Fam Rm. MLS 3078483

WESTFIELD $925,000
Custom 5 bedroom, 4 bath home with profession-
ally landscaped grounds, spacious layout, versatile
floor plan, tons of storage. MLS 3074314

WESTFIELD $899,900
Like New 4+BR, 3 full Bth Colonial feat LR,
FDR, EIK w/island open to FR w/frplc, den, mud
rm,r ec rm & fabulous MBR ste. MLS 3096160

WESTFIELD $779,000
Newly renovated 10 room home on 1/2 acre +
ideally situated on cul-de-sac. Gourmet EIK, new
baths, CAC, FamRm, & RecRm! MLS 3088067

WESTFIELD $759,000
Charming 5+BR Col, HWF on 1st flr, WDFP,
FDR, new kit/brkfst nook & butler's pantry, indr
pool, solar power system. MLS 3081192

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home features
LR w/fireplace, FDR, EIK, large Family Room,
Den, Rec Room and pool. MLS 3081069

WESTFIELD $749,000
Spacious home on desirable cul-de-sac offers 4BR,
2.5BA, Formal LR & DR, new EIK, FamRm &
RecRm,  deck and more! MLS 3083933

WESTFIELD $599,000
Great Col, park-like setting, 200ft nwr roof, win-
dows, siding, CAC, Furnace, HWH, up-graded
200amp-bath & kitchen. MLS 3089995

WESTFIELD $419,900
Pristine Cape Cod set on quiet tree-lined street
offering 7 rooms including 3BR, 1BA and spa-
cious eat-in kitchen. MLS 3081095

CRANFORD $375,000
Spacious 3BR 2BA Cape, updated Kit, HWF, fin
bsmnt w/RecRm & plenty of storage, lrg deck
overlooks wooded parkland. MLS 3085054

WESTFIELD $359,900
Charming 2BR, 2BA Colonial, Nice yard, 1 car
garage, Newer roof & furnace, great price for
Westfield area. MLS 3094283

SCOTCH PLAINS $339,900
Move right in! Updated, well maintained &
charming, this 2 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial has it
all. MLS 3068054

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOARING WITH THE EAGLES...Raider junior midfielder Dave Valian soars like an eagle after scoring a hat trick (3
goals) in a 6-0 victory over Phillipsburg in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament on November 8.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS CLASS OF 1973 FANS...Several members of the Westfield High School Class of 1973
wave at the crowd during the Blue Devil/Raider football game at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 9. Westfield won, 41-28.
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Blue Devil Gridders Reject Raiders, 41-28
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

who were clogging up the holes the
majority of the time.

“I just found a hole and ran hard. I
got number 70 [Gary] away from
me,” Rawles said.

Blue Devil quarterback Chris
Hogge completed eight passes for
200 yards. Receiver Dylan Elliott had
five receptions for 71 yards and run-
ning back Jack Curry had one recep-
tion for 15 yards. Curry also added
some spice to the running game, car-
rying 11 times for 62 yards, including
a one-yard TD plunge.

With the exception of three pass
attempts, the 2-7 Raiders stuck to the
ground game but did present a differ-
ent twist in an attempt to throw the 5-

3 Blue Devils’ defensive wall off-
balance. Sophomore Marquel Taylor
commanded the quarterback position
most of the game, with some appear-
ances from Emendo Thomas, and on
some occasions they would have the
two tackles, Gary and Hall, switch
positions, but the Blue Devils still
recorded numerous throws for losses.

“We made some good adjustments
up and down our strong side end. Got

our linebackers to make the plays. Its
tough for the defensive lineman to
make the tackles when they have an
offensive line that big. If you don’t
get pushed back a yard, that’s consid-
ered good against people that size.
Our linebackers stepped up. Our sec-
ondary is looking great,” Scaglione
said.

“We worked on technique and dis-
cipline the entire week, especially
with two athletic quarterbacks. We
just did our reads and that’s what
happened,” Anderson said.

In fact, Scaglione did something he
had never done before, tip a pass
attempt.

“I got my first tipped pass. It wasn’t

much of a tip, but I will definitely
count it. It’s a little tough at 5’11" to
get a tip as a tackle, so they bumped
me out to end,” Scaglione said.

The Raiders were held to 77 rush-
ing yards in the first half then added
173 more yards in the second half,
mostly against the Blue Devils’ re-
serve players. Running back Kobe
White, who had 58 rushing yards in
the first half, including a 19-yard TD,

added 74 more yards in the second
half, including TD runs of 24 and 35
yards. Taylor had a 72-yard TD run in
the fourth quarter.

The Blue Devils scored on their
opening drive, which consisted of six
plays for 87 yards, concluded with
Rawles’ 75-yard gallop on Hogge’s
screen pass. Westfield’s next TD was
set up by a fumble recovery by Owen
Colwell at the Raider 40. Eight plays
later, Rawles slipped in from the two
with 58 seconds left in the first quar-
ter. Two plays into the second quarter,
Rawles made the score 20-0 with his
60-yard TD sprint.

The Raiders answered with a 10-
play, 74-yard scoring drive when

White crossed the goal to
complete a 19-yard TD run
with 5:47 left in the half. Just
before halftime, Rawles
scored on a three-yard run to
complete an 87-yard drive
that consisted of four passes
and Rawles’ run.

With 2:42 remaining in the
third quarter, Westfield
upped its lead to 34-7 when
Rawles bashed in from the
one to complete a 56-yard
drive. Two minutes into the
fourth quarter, Taylor
hooked around the left side
and sped 72 yards for the
TD. Blue Devil Jackson
Simcox recovered an onsides
kick at midfield. From there,
Curry carried seven times to
score on his one-yard dive.

The Raiders then scored
on White’s 24-yard TD run
then after regaining posses-
sion on the Westfield 35,
White sprinted 35 yards to
pay dirt.

The Blue Devils will face
top-seeded host Ridge in the
first round of the playoffs

tournament tomorrow, Friday, No-
vember 15, at 7 p.m.

“We are going to work really hard
this week. We’re going to watch films
and do the best we can to stop them,”
Anderson said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   7   0 21 28
Westfield 13 14   7   7 41

OBLACHINSKI TO McCAFFREY 2 TDs, CHRISTIANO 2 TDs

Cougar Footballers ‘Outwit’
N. Plainfield Canucks, 28-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback John
Oblachinski and the Cranford High
School football team had the North
Plainfield Canucks guessing incor-
rectly on Senior Night in North
Plainfield and came up with a 28-6
victory on November 8.

Oblachinski crippled the Canucks
with a steady running game but defi-
nitely “threw” them off-guard with
touchdown (TD) passes of 55 yards
and 14 yards to wide receiver Jack
McCaffrey and a 48-yard TD strike
to running back Luke Christiano, who
also had a three-yard TD run.

The 6-3 Cougars totaled 179 rush-
ing yards and Oblachinski had 145 of
them on 17 carries. Oblachinski com-
pleted four passes for 123 yards, which
included the three touchdown passes.

But it was the Cougars’ defense
that really kept the Canucks in check
with a pair of interceptions (lineman
Mike Pastor and McCaffrey), a
fumble recovery by Colin Scanlon
and numerous sacks or throws for
losses involving lineman Brian Bruns,
defensive end Steve Baglieri and line-
backer/co-captain Rob Delsandro.
The only touchdown that the Canucks
had was not at the expense of the
Cougars’ defense, it had come on a
Donavin Walker fumble that was
picked up at the Cougar 44 and run in
for the score.

The Canucks had one long drive
that involved 20 plays got as far as the
Cranford 11, but two straight sacks
ended the threat and the Cougars
took over at their 20.

“We stuck with our reads and just
do what we do. A bunch of mistakes

we made. I got on our team to keep
pushing. Our goal was to have a de-
fensive shutout today, and that’s what
we did,” Delsandro said.

The Canucks attempted to pass nine
times but three of the four comple-
tions were read perfectly by defen-
sive back Kevin Trotter, who stopped
them within a yard of the line of
scrimmage.

“He’s a really good player. He’s
heads-up all the time,” Delsandro
commented.

Trotter led the team with 11 tack-
les, followed by Christiano with 10,
Scanlon with nine and linebacker
Niko Cappello with seven.

The Cougars scored on their first
series, taking seven plays and ending
with Christiano’s three-yard TD run.
With 4:11 left in the first quarter,

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

MOUNTAINSIDE. This custom built Center Hall Colonial home has just
gone through a complete renovation. Come and see the new kitchen, open floor
plan, and new shining hardwood floors throughout. The first floor consists of
a Formal Living Room, Dining Room and Family Room with a wood burning
fireplace, a spacious Eat In Kitchen, powder room and laundry room. The
second floor features the master bedroom suite, two more spacious bedrooms
and the main bath. There is also a full unfinished basement. $549,000.

Richard
Buontempo

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Custom built 10 Rooms, 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial.
Private road which will turn over to Town Of Westfield. Hardiwood
plank exterior, custom crown molding exterior, stone front, custom
kitchen with butler area in kitchen, gas fireplace in Family Room, Master
Bedroom features Tray ceilings, soaking tub with stall shower, Large
Boudoir walking closet in master bedroom, double sink in master bath.
2 car attached garage, walk-up attic, unfinished basement. $1,395,000.

Martha
Schilling

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom contemporary with an open floor plan,
quality built with attention to every detail by owner/architect. The Chef
designed gourmet kit has a breakfast nook. The sunken LR boasts a two
story, dual sided stone FP and panoramic views. The FDR overlooks an
expansive 1800` multi-level deck. The great room/media room has a
built in entertainment center, also offering panoramic views. A master
en suite and two additional BR complete the upper level. $1,499,000.

Associate of the Month

Maria
Dimopoulos

Carol DiGraci
Top Sales for the Month of October

Nadine
Allen

TUDOR

CRANFORD. Northside custom Tudor. 5 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, LR w/
WBF, FDR, large FR w/slate floor and built-ins. Crown base trim throughout,
HWF, newer Pella and Marvin replacement windows. New boiler 2011, new
HWH 2011, Timberline Camelot roof 2010. Abundant cabinets and granite
countertop in kitchen. Professionally landscaped 1/4 acre and rear paver
patio. Highly regarded Cranford school system with convenient train/bus
transportation to NYC. Close to downtown dining and shopping. $659,000.

Martha
Schilling

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Charming turn of the century home with open front porch.
Exceptionally deep, park like rear yard (446`). Large EIK, LR/DR runs from
the front to back of house. An Entry foyer and Main Bath complete the 1st
level. Level 2 affords 3 BR and half bath. The 3rd level features a large FR,
office or additional living space. Basement area includes a laundry area, play
space & storage, along with access to outside through Bilco doors. Wood
flooring under carpeting in LR/DR and all BRs. $449,000.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELUDING A CANUCK...Cougar wide receiver Jack McCaffrey, No. 16, eludes a Canuck defender. McCaffrey had
touchdown receptions of 55 yards and 14 yards in the 28-6 victory. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST OUT OF REACH...Blue Devil receiver Dylan Elliott, No. 10, watches the ball sail away
as Raider cornerback Andrew Ciccarino, No. 17, covers.
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Cougar Footballers Outwit N.P. Canucks, 28-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Lady Raiders Mute Millers, 3-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Soccer Raiders Pound P-burg
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Blue Devils Erase Columbia, 7-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

of injuries. I am back to the midfield
where I used to play. I like midfield
better than defense. I like getting in-
volved in the play, rather than staying
back,” Dedea said.

Morgan’s right-side slide to Prosuk
in front of the net made the score, 1-
0, with 12:31 left in the first half. One
minute later, Morgan did it again, this
time to Landeka, who rippled the net.
With 5:07 on the clock, Dedea fed
Williams, who slammed the ball into
the upper left corner. Then with 3:00
left in the half, Williams crossed to
Amadye, who powered past Cougar
goalie Josh Skoller and allowed the
ball to roll slowly over the goal line.

In the second half, Prosuk added
his second goal, on an assist from
junior midfielder Tyler Bansky, with
24:19 on the clock. Very soon after-
wards, Morgan dribbled rapidly down
the right center, forced Skoller to
charge, but skirted around him and
drilled an open shot from five yards
out only to have it slam directly into
the post and bounce out of bounds.

Moments later, Prosuk notched his
hat trick with an assist from senior
Sean Tracey to up the lead to 6-0.
From that point, the starters took a
seat and became fans.

“It’s great, because obviously when
we are on the bench, we have a pretty
comfortable lead. Everyone on this
team works hard enough in practice
that they deserve to play. It’s great

that they have a chance to get out
there and get some goals,” Sheil said.

The starters also got to witness
some fancy footwork, especially from
Sokolin, who netted the final goal
with the assistance of junior
midfielder Kevin Irving.

“Sam likes to be creative when he
gets out there. He gets some decent
time in, and he can create some things
when he gets the chance. He kept
playing until the end, and he eventu-
ally got a goal,” Sheil said.

“I love to take the break, but the
only thing I love more than that is
getting to see everybody play. Every-
one deserves it as much as the starters
do,” Dedea said.
Columbia 0 0 0
Westfield 4 3 7

said Yeager, who added, “As to my
goal, Tori was dribbling up the side,
she did something to duke out the
defender and then played a great ball
right to the goalie. The ball tipped the
goalie’s hands and I just flicked it
over her head into the goal,”

“The ball was played out wide, I
brought it up the field as much as I
can, We worked on sliding the ball
into the box, so I slid it into the box
and Kelly was there to cash in on the
opportunity,” added Baliatico.

The Raiders maintained focus and
control of their defensive game plan,
pushed the offense up field through
the outside and crossed the ball in
where Cunningham, on an assist by
Paige Van Buskirk, triggered a laser
that settled into the back of the net
with 29:13 showing on the clock.

“Paige played a great ball back. I
was about 20 yards from the goal. I
just took a shot, it was a lucky shot,
but it went into the goal,” said
Cunningham.

The Raiders kept a stranglehold on
possession as the defense warded off
any Miller threats. With 9:37 left, the
Raiders broke through where Yeager
was taken down by a Miller defender
on the 18-yard line. From there,
Cunningham nailed home the ball
from the penalty spot to give the
Raiders a 3-0 advantage.

“Kelly (Yeager) was making a great
run in the box and someone took her
out. From there, I focused on the
penalty shot and slid it into the lower
left hand corner,” said Cunningham.
Millburn 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 0 3

Oblachinski spotted Christiano all
alone in the middle and made the
connection for the 48-yard TD to
make the score, 14-0.

With 4:01 left in the half, Canuck
Celcean Tucker-Grimes scooped up
Oblachinski’s fumble and turned it
into a TD. The two-point conversion
attempt failed. The next big sting
came with 2:01 remaining in the half.
McCaffrey was wide open down the
middle and Oblachinski pinpointed
his throw for the 55-yard TD. Troy
Ketler booted his third point after to
make the score, 21-6.

The third quarter consisted of two
Cougar fumbles recovered by the
Canucks and McCaffrey’s intercep-
tion returned to the Canuck 39 to help
set up the next TD. Six plays later, the

Oblachinski-to-McCaffrey 14-yard
TD connection burned the Canucks
once again.

“That’s what the play is designed
to do. We had man coverage and they
had no safety over the top. So I broke
for the post. It was wide open. We
figured if it worked once, it would
work twice, and I was open again. It
worked well and John threw a good
ball,” McCaffrey said.

“We knew that they were going to
play man against us. We thought we
had some advantages with that. Our
wide receivers got open and I threw
some passes and they scored. We
played alright offensively some times,
but to do good in the playoffs, we got
to be more consistent. We got to hold
onto the football,” Oblachinski said.

goalie’s head. He was over a little too
far, so I took advantage of it,” said
Valian.

Team speed, reacting to the ball
and passing accuracy continued to
dictate as Valian, this time assisted by
senior Brian Rubin, booted in his
second goal to put the Raiders in
front, 3-0 with 9:18 left.

“Just like the first goal, I stayed
with the play. Rubin had the ball
coming down the line, he played it
into the middle, so I just finished it,”
said Valian.

The Stateliners did manage to get
off one shot that was swallowed up by
goalkeeper co-captain Dan Korduba.

The Raiders were merciless as they

continued to shell the Stateliner goal-
keeper throughout the second half. In
the meantime, junior midfielder Zach
Lipshitz took a feed from co-captain
forward Christian Zazzali and whizzed
the ball over the helpless keeper.

“I was about thirty yards out,
Murphy had the ball. He passed it to
Zazzali, I made a run and he delivered
a great ball to the penalty spot where
I finished it,” said Lipshitz.

With 5:07 remaining, Rubin set up
Valian to up the Raiders’ lead to 5-0.

“Another assist for Rubin. I was
following the play around the back
post, then stuck it into the near post,”
said Valian.

Three minutes later, it was center
middie James Murphy, on an assist
by Rubin, who ripped the inside cor-
ner of the net.

“We had a great performance today.
We all played well, worked hard and
won the ball back when we lost it.. A
good service came over to me, I took
a touch and finished it,” said Murphy.

The Raiders advanced to the semi-
finals and face Millburn on Novem-
ber 12.
Phillipsburg 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 3 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING TO TAKE A SHOT...Blue Devil co-captain Jeremie Dedea, No. 4,
prepares to take a shot at the Columbia goal.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHEWING UP THE YARDAGE...Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No.
12, chewed up 145 yards on 17 carries and passed for 123 yards and three TDs.

Warren. Country living at its best! Kingsland Estates offers this 6 bedroom, 7 ½ bath
Colonial on 1.5 acre. The 2 story entry opens to living room w/ custom built-ins, formal
dining room, kitchen w/ breakfast room & guest suite. Exceptional master suite, luxurious
bath and fireplace. 4 more bedrooms each w/baths  The walk-out basement w/ new kitchen,
wine cellar, great room & Office. Private park-like property. 3 car garage.      $1,499,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/17  1-4PM • 1013 Harding Street OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/17 1-4PM • 4 Lexington Drive

Westfield. Wonderful 7 room, 3 bedroom Colonial on park-like 67x200 deep property!
Many quality Updates: granite kitchen w/ SS appliances, main bath, roof, siding,
windows, CAC, Heat, gas continuous HWH, finished floor in walk-up attic. LR w/
fireplace, hardwood floors, Family Room 30x15 across back of house  w/ sliders to
large deck and above ground pool. Tree lined street, close to school.      $599,000.

Weichert
Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Susan in,
and she’ll bring results!

Susan Devaney

Sales Representative

Call For
More Information!

Cell: 908-723-2674

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Magnificently restored 4 bedroom, 6½ bath Georgian colonial home in Indian Forest section of
Westfield. Exquisite appointments, grandly scaled rooms and one-of-a-kind details; Leonardis
kitchen with professional appliances. Professionally landscaped setting with a natural pond-style
swimming pool, spa and stone patio...perfect home for indoor/outdoor entertaining. Located near
top-rated Westfield schools, downtown shopping, dining & transportation to NYC. $2,250,000.

255 MUNSEE WAY, WESTFIELD NJ

Coming into the game, the Cou-
gars were considered underdogs in
one media prediction.

“We don’t really focus on that too
much. We just focus on winning the
game. We knew we had a good game
plan, and we were going to come out
on top. We know inside as a team that
we are going to do what we have to
do,” McCaffrey said.

The Cougars may be pitted to play
at Palisades Park in the first round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament this weekend, so serious
practices would begin right away in
preparation.

“Playoffs begins on Monday, so
we will be ready,” Oblachinski said.
Cranford 14   7   0   7 28
N. Plainfield   0   6   0   0 6

Blue Devil Boys Jolt
J.P. Stevens, 1-0

The 13-5 Westfield High School
boys soccer team advanced to the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal
round to face top-seeded Watchung
Hills after jolting J.P. Stevens, 1-0, in
Edison on November 8.

Midfrielder Jeremie Dedea took a
pass from Dan Kuhn and buried the
ball into the net with just 12 minutes
remaining in regulation. The Blue
Devils took 19 shots on goal, while
J.P. Stevens took nine.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012 
600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065 x6417 

Exquisite Center Hall Colonial features beautiful hardwood floors, embellished moldings, 
custom built-ins & fabulous updates. Classic foyer, front-to-back living room with marble 
surround fireplace & formal dining room add to the elegance of this home. A gourmet 
kitchen opens to a breakfast area & into the family room addition. The second floor 
boasts a master suite with luxurious bath & custom-outfitted WIC, two additional nice-
sized bedrooms & an updated bath. Finished third floor with sitting area, bedroom &  full 
bath with access to a customized WIC. Outside you will find beautiful gardens with lush 
plantings, slate patio & a white picket fence. Presented for $1,175,000.

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is 
a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Reading is Good For You
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ALDREDGE HITS IN 1ST H.; McKEARY, DeMARS IN S.O.

Knights Stun Lady Cougars
In Sectional Soccer Shootout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seedings meant nothing in the
minds of the eighth-seeded West
Essex High School girls soccer
Knights when they marched into
Memorial Field in Cranford on No-
vember 7 and pulled off a stunning 4-
2 penalty kicks (PK) shootout vic-
tory over the top-seeded Lady Cou-
gars in the quarterfinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament.

The irony was that the 17-2-1 Cou-
gars controlled possession through-
out the majority of the game, espe-
cially in the two 10-minute overtime
periods. The Lady Cougars nearly
ended the struggle with four minutes
remaining in the first overtime when
they penetrated the Knights’ six-yard
area and launched a series of shots,
only to have them deflected by a
defender or goalkeeper Amanda
Masterson.

The Cougars nearly ended it again
in the second overtime when Anne
Gunther crossed to senior co-captain

Mairead McKeary, who was at
pointblank range from Masterson,
who managed to clear the ball. In the
all the confusion, McKeary stumbled
over the goal and was temporarily
injured, forcing her to come off the
field.

“I thought that we came out and we
were the better team today. Unfortu-
nately, we were not able to put away
our opportunities. And when you let
it come down to PK’s, it could be
anybody’s game. We didn’t have the
luck on our side today,” Cougar Head
Coach Jen Michewicz said.

The Cougars took five meaningful
shots on goal in the first half and the
second one meant a lot when Alexa
Aldredge knocked the ball into the
net after a long throw-in from Jenna
Ellenbacher with 28:15 on the clock.
McKeary followed up with a pair of
shots that Masterson saved, then later
McKeary made a charge downfield,
forcing Masterson to charge and make
a crucial stop.

In the first half, Cougar goalkeeper
Megan Pringle made two saves, but

neither shots were particularly con-
sidered threatening, but she was put
to the test and added two strong saves
as the 8-10-4 Knights took the initia-
tive for the first eight minutes of the
second half. McKeary broke that
streak with a breakaway run down
the left center, but her shot was de-
flected by a defender.

The Knights took one more shot on
goal and made good on it with 14:13
remaining in regulation when Erica
Perrotta, assisted by Emily Valerian,
made a sliding push to roll the ball
over the line and knot the score. The
Cougars, however, took several shots
on goal and with Aldredge’s and
McKeary’s close encounters with
Masterson and her Knights defend-
ers just a few feet away from the goal
nearly ended the game, but the 1-1 tie
forced overtime.

“I don’t think they outplayed us in
the second half. They had one play
that they were able to dribble through
our center and get us on our heels a
little bit,” Coach Michewicz said.

BLUE DEVIL JV GIRLS CAPTURE FIRST AT JAMESBURG

Blue Devil Boys 2nd, Girls 3rd
At NJ, Section 2, Group 4 X-C

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Millburn High School boys
and girls cross-country teams came
out on top in their respective North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 champi-
onships held at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on November 9. The Blue
Devil boys placed second with a total
of 66 to the Millers’ 64, while the
Blue Devil girls finished third with a
total of 58, behind Millburn at 42 and
North Hunterdon at 54.

Six of the seven Blue Devil girls
turned in personal-record times at the

longer course at Warinanco, begin-
ning with Gabby Stravach, who
crossed fifth with a time of 19:33.
Erica Fischer finished sixth at 19:47.
Meghan O’Dwyer finished 14th in
20:07 and Gabrielle Brennan finished
15th at 20:08. Natalie Marcotullio
placed 18th at 20:14, Anna Tanji fin-
ished 28th at 20:45 and Kelly
Morrison crossed 44th at 21:25. The
girls also set a WHS record team
average of 19:57.

“The girl’s had a good day but not
the day they wanted. We ran a school
record 19:57 team time, which is

outstanding given that Warinanco’s
Championship Course is 200 meters
longer than the 5K standard course.
Six of the runners ran personal bests
and Gabby Stravach set a new school
record individually,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Thom Hornish said.

Millburn’s Corey Weiss finished
third with a time of 19:10. Miller
Antania Belzar finished seventh at
19:49 and Nikki Cavander finished
ninth at 19:57.

“Millburn had its best day and took
home the sectional championship.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team won the North Jersey,
Section 2 championship in a hard-
fought battle over last year’s winner
Bishop Ahr. The Blue Devils finished
with a total of 111.025 and Bishop
Ahr totaled 110.65. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed third with a total of
103.825, followed by Cranford at
103.175 and Summit at 101.55.

The victory, which was their first
since 2006, was a wonderful sendoff

for Head Coach Melissa Greenwald,
who will retire from coaching after
this season. When the results were
announced Coach Greenwald was
overcome with emotion and the girls
rushed to surround her and celebrate.
Greenwald’s 14-year run at Westfield
ended with the very satisfying Sec-
tional title. Assistant Coach Amanda
Diaz will take over next year.

Westfield used 11 girls in the com-
petition and eight recorded All-

Around totals. Junior Jenna Rizkalla
placed third with an All-Around total
of 37, followed by senior Abby Cook
with a 36.626. Hannah Goldring was
eighth at 35.975. Bishop Ahr’s Juliana
Drapkin swept every event to record
a total of 38.35, followed by team-
mate Casey Sabino at 37.875. Blue
Devil Mae Devin took sixth at 36.125
and Cranford Cougar Alex Puryear
took seventh All-Around with a 36.05.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Blue Devil Gymnasts Grab Section Title

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE LOOSE BALL...Cougar Anne Gunther, left, tries to get to a loose ball before West Essex Lady Knight
Shannon Bertscha, No. 5, gets to it. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Liz McAlister for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH JERSEY SECTION 2 GYMNASTICS CHAMPS...The 2013 Westfield High School gymnastics team
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The Knights got the first opportu-
nity in the penalty kick phase and
Perrotta drilled her shot into the
middle left corner. McKeary knot-
ted the score with a shot into the
upper left corner. Pringle made a
diving save of Jaime Dellasanti’s
shot, but the Knights’ alternate
keeper stopped Ana DiGiovanni’s
PK.

Emma Faust gave the Knights a 2-

Our third place finish qualified us for
the 27th time to compete in the Group
Championship meet to be held at
Holmdel next Saturday. Our perfor-
mance today is an excellent conver-
sion to the state championship course
as no WHS team has ever run a team
sub 20 on the course,” noted Coach
Hornish.

The Group 4 race will consist of
seven teams ranked in the top-20,
which includes Shawnee, Randolph,
Millburn, Westfield, North
Hunterdon, West Windsor-
Plainsboro(S) and Ridgewood.

“The course is demanding, but I
believe our team is up to the task and
we will challenge for the right to be at
the MOC [Meet of Champions].
When a team turns in a school record
performance and six of seven ath-
letes give you a personal best effort,
and have improved upon their perfor-
mance of the previous year you can-
not and should not be disappointed. I
believe as they do, we will make our
presence known at the MOC,” Coach
Hornish said.

Six of the seven Blue Devil boys
also turned in PR times for the course,
beginning with Matt Luppino, who
crossed second with a time of 16:03,
behind Millburn’s Rob Stone who
finished in 15:55. Matt Russo fin-
ished fifth at 16:40, Phil Edwards
crossed 16th at 17:02, Ryan Siegel
took 20th at 17:05, Andrew Stockwell
finished 23rd at 17:12, Dalton Herzog
finished 34th at 17:27 and Mike Esler
crossed 43rd at 17:45.

At Thompson Park in Jamesburg
on November 6, the Blue Devil JV
girls placed first in the states with
Caroline Stocking crossing fourth at
20:40, followed bny Julia Gretsky at
20:44. Charlie O’Brien finished
eighth at 20:51, followed by Elisabeth
Neylan at 20:54. Amanda Fischer
took 11th at 21:09. Noelle Blackford
finished 14th at 21:30 and Kathleen
McCutcheon finished 29th at 21:47.

The freshmen girls took ninth with
Cindy Qiang finishing ninth at 21:33
and Lila Hutchins crossing 24th at
22:24.

Rizkalla was second in vault with a
9.475 behind Drapkin at 9.625. Cook
took fifth at 9.375. Cook too second
on uneven bars with a 9.4 behind
Drapkin at 9.6. Puryear placed fourth
at 9.3, while Rizkalla and Devin tied
for fifth at 8.925, and Raider Abby
Spector placed 10th at 8.475.

Cook placed third on the balance
beam at 9.325, followed by Goldring
at 9.3. Rizkalla took sixth at 9.175.
Puryear was ninth at 9.0 and Devin
was 10th at 8.9. Drapkin and Sabino
took 1-2 with respective scores of
9.475 and 9.45. Drapkin and Sabino
also took 1-2 on the floor exercise
with scores of 9.65 and 9.625.
Rizkalla took third at 9.425, followed

1 lead with a shot into the upper right
corner, but Hanna DeMars tied it
with her right-side shot. Knight Jenna
Salluce buried her shot then
Ellenbacher missed to the right. Nina
Sisco drilled her shot into the upper
right corner to clinch the match with
a 4-2 edge in PK’s and to advance the
Knights to the semifinals.
W. Essex 0 1 0 0 (4) 1
Cranford 1 0 0 0 (2) 1

by Goldring and Devin at 9.4. Blue
Devils Jessica Keenan took seventh
at 9.225 and Carlie Fasano and
Hannah Prieto tied for eighth at 9.2.
Puryear took 10th at 9.175.

Goldring had a 35.975 All-Around
total. Keenan had a 34.9 total, Prieto
totaled 34.475, Fasano totaled 33.5
and co-captain Christina Psyhojos
totaled 32.125. Co-captain Morgan
McAlister, Megan Melillo and Alaina
Brotman competed in several indi-
vidual events.

The Blue Devils’ total was the sec-
ond-highest score of all the sections,
behind only Ramapo, winners of the
North Jersey, Section 1 title with a
total of 112.

FOLLOWING THE BLOCKER...Westfield PAL football D-Team running back
Nic Gambello, No. 24, follows his lead blocker, fullback Sebastian Birse, No. 7,
blasting through the Berkeley Heights defense and helping propel the D-Team to
a 25-0 win in the first round of the NJSYFL playoffs. The D-Team is undefeated
with a 9-0 record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HER HEAD INTO IT...Cougar Hannah DeMars, No. 8, bangs a
header in the sectional game against West Essex at Memorial Field.

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

 
 
 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our 

meats, seafood & specialty items 
are individually flash-frozen & 
vacuum-sealed. Free David’s 

Cookie Dough for new customers! 

Never Compromise on Quality! 
908.346.1114    

www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD PAL “B’ TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Joel
Guzman, Nathan Hefner, George Burke, Andrew Caminiti, Emmett Smith,
Charlie Riley, Tucker Siegel and Matt Crowley; second row, Matt McIntyre,
Matt Loftus, Anthony Iacoponi, Luke Bigosinski, Jimmy Hancock, Aidan Gilman,
Michael Fuccillo and Tim Miller; third row, Coach Josh Gribbin, Thomas
DeRosa, Coach Ken Riley, Ethan Wolf, Matt Grossman, Head Coach Tony
Catanzaro, Devin DeRosa. Brendan Loder, Coach Scott Saltzer, Koury Kania,
Theo Schoenfeld and Coach Matt Schoenfeld. Missing from photo: Coach Frank
McIntyre, Jake Saltzer, George Snell, Ian Miller, Ethan White and water boy
Chris Iacoponi.

The Westfield Blue Devils PAL B
football team completed its season
with a 19-0 loss to the Richmond
Boro Plainsmen in the first round
of the playoffs at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium on November 10.

The Blue Devils finished the regu-
lar season in third place, with a

record of 4-2-2 in the American
Division of the New Jersey Subur-
ban Youth Football League. The B
Team was led by Head Coach Tony
Catanzaro, assisted by Coaches
Frank McIntyre, Ken Riley, Scott
Saltzer. Matt Schoenfeld and Josh
Gribbin

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCING A FUMBLE...Westfield PAL A football team defender Jake Vall-
Llobera, No. 8, forces a fumble which is recovered by Drew Ortiz, No. 51.
Westfield defeated Bloomfield, 32-6, in the first round of the NJSYFL playoffs on
November 10.

SPF PAL B and C Teams Fall
To Sparta in Grid Playoffs

The 2013 football season came
to an end for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PAL football team on No-
vember 10 at Pope John High in
Sparta.

In the first round of the New Jer-
sey Suburban Youth Football
League playoffs, the B team Raid-
ers, who were seeking their second
Super Bowl championship in three
years, were upset by Sparta, 12-8.
That shocker followed the C team
Raiders’, 48-0, loss to Sparta.

The B team seventh-grade Raid-
ers had opened the season with a
22-8 victory over this same Sparta
team on September 15. The Raiders
also defeated Sparta, 7-0, in the
2011 Super Bowl title game on the

fifth-grade D level.
In the B game last Sunday, SPF

had gained an 8-0 lead at the half
when Anthony Porter kept one yard
to the end zone and Charlie Fugett
connected on the conversion kick.
But Sparta rallied with 12 points in
the second half, including the win-
ning drive in the fourth quarter that
featured two key fourth-down con-
versions. The B team ended the
year with a 7-2 record.

The C team, which finished 4-5,
earned a playoff berth when the
Raiders upset previously undefeated
Westfield, the defending Super
Bowl champion, 7-6, in the final
game of the regular season on No-
vember 3.

TIED FOR FIRST...The Girls Softball League of Westfield 14U team tied for first
in the Cranford League. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kayla Tupper,
Danielle Rinaldi and Natalie Patterson; second row, Head Coach Tupper, Emma
Shakal, Ally Gulla, Coach Hyland, Maria Panarese, Bridget Hyland, Julia
Romano, Coach Gulla, Christina Yannazzno and Coach Maloney. Not pictured:
Devyn Tibbals, Muriel Maloney, Molly Sheil and Maddie Parrish.

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield’s 14U Fall Travel team fin-
ished the regular season tied for first
place in the Cranford League’s Gold
Division.

On October 20, Westfield moved
onto the playoffs, a single-elimina-
tion format. The team notched a
convincing opening-round win over
Colonia in the morning and advanced
to the quarterfinals for a rematch
with Springfield, who also shared
the top spot in the division. Westfield

had edged Springfield in an ex-
tremely well-played game earlier in
the season. But on this afternoon,
the hot-hitting Springfield team pre-
vailed.

While compiling an overall record
of 7-3, the Westfield 14U team exhib-
ited great sportsmanship and tremen-
dous versatility. A combination of
excellent pitching, solid team defense,
timely hitting, aggressive base run-
ning and spirited play all contributed
to a very successful fall season.

Westfield PAL ‘C’ Defeats
Irvington Grid Kids, 27-6

BREAKING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN…Colin Freer breaks through the
defense in Westfield PAL “C” team’s 27-6 playoff victory over Irvington.

The Westfield PAL “C” football
team had a decisive 27-6 victory over
Irvington in the first round of the
playoffs.

On the opening play of the game,
Bryan Felter powered his way through
the Irvington line and pressured the
quarterback into a pass that was in-
tercepted by Tim Alliegro. Two plays
later, Griffin Rooney ran the ball in
for a 10-yard touchdown, behind
some great blocking from fullback
Colin Freer and offensive linemen

Felter, Declan McCauley, Jonny
Bracco, Joe Muselli and Matt
O’Connor. Hank Shapiro then con-
nected with Henry Meiselman on the
extra point.

Shapiro was sharp at quarterback
with multiple pass completions to
Rooney, including a 12-yard touch-
down pass. The touchdown was set
up by powerful runs of 25 and 15
yards by Freer. Shapiro also scored
on the ground with a quarterback
sneak that was run in for a touch-
down. Shapiro later found Colin
Elliott for a 15-yard completion that
set up a touchdown run by Nick Mar-
tini.

Westfield’s defense was dominant
throughout the game. Chris Larkin,
Doug Moore, Felter, Elliott, Alliegro,
Martini and Freer all recorded solo
tackles. Other noteworthy plays in-
clude an interception by Max
Gigantino, a fumble recovery by
Colin Sumner and a 55-yard punt by
McCauley.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WF 14U Ties for First in Softball League

WF PAL B Falls to Richmond Boro, 19-0
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Fanwood Crossing Needs Parking
Plan, Lighting Before Accident Occurs

Editor’s Note: The following is an
exchange of e-mails between the de-
veloper of Fanwood Crossing and a
resident of the development.

(November 5)
David, Susan and Sue, I am writing to

you on behalf of my parents Stanley and
Babs Bernstein. I was made aware of
your new temporary parking plan that is
effective as of November 7. I did not see
a provision for any handicap parking. As
you know there are many senior/handi-
cap residents that live in the building.
Can you please let know where handicap
parking will be provided. Thank you.

Doug Bernstein
Fanwood

David, Susan and Sue,
Can someone at Elite please respond to

my e-mail regarding the handicap park-
ing provisions being make for the new
parking plan.

Thank you.

Doug Bernstein
Fanwood

Mr. Bernstein,
First, I apologize for the fact that no

one from my office has replied to you yet.
Susan Powers has been in the building
repeatedly this week posting flyers and
addressing tenant concerns. My brother,
Michael Checchio, has been supervising
the parking lot construction and has been
on-site every morning this week, includ-
ing today. Please feel free to ask ques-
tions of either.

I met with the mayor yesterday and my
brother has been in communication with
(Police) Chief (Richard) Trigo through-
out the construction process. Elite recog-
nizes that there are an inordinate number
of tenants with handicapped parking plac-
ards at Fanwood Crossing. We are com-
mitted to making handicapped spaces
available throughout construction.

The approved site plan requires two

handicapped parking stalls behind 250
South Avenue, an additional four handi-
capped spaces immediately behind the
next building to be construction on South
Avenue, two more behind the stores
fronting on Martine Avenue. This is con-
sistent with ADA and RSIS guidelines.
Our intention is that the two spaces be-
hind 250 South Avenue will remain open
at all times during construction, except
for two weeks when the paver courtyard
will be completed. During that time we
will provide handicapped parking as close
as possible.

We will continue to work with the
borough to address the needs of all users
of the municipal parking lot, including
residents, merchants and shoppers.

Dave Checchio
Elite Properties

Warren

(November 7)
Dear David,
I came to 250 South Avenue this

evening (November 7) and formally saw
the new temporary parking plan in ac-
tion. Please be aware and on notice that
there is no lighting in the new parking lot.
This is an accident waiting to happen or
even worse a crime. Not to mention the
unpaved walk area which also present
issues in daylight let alone in dark. Your
immediate attention as developer along
with the town of Fanwood is required. I
find this totally inappropriate and hard to
believe this was approved and the new
construction was permitted to begin with
the safety of the community at risk. Please
let me know what actions and remedies
will be taken.

Doug Bernstein
Fanwood

More Letters to the Editor

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 12/5/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-advertisement of Median Crossover Protection Contract # 13, Contract No.

SWI123680; Various Locations on Route 15, Route 24, I-280, I-287 and I-80;
Township of Springfield, Summit, Township of Millburn, Township of

Parsippany-Troy Hills, Pequannock, Jefferson, Riverdale, Township of Sparta,
and Township of Frelinghuysen, Allamuchy, Union County, Essex County,

Morris County, Sussex County and Warren County.
Federal Project No: NHP- C00S (512) UPC NO: 123680; DP No: 13153

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to NJDOT
as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/31/13, 11/07/13 and 11/14/13, The Leader Fee: $195.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Novem-
ber 4, 2013 and adopted the following
resolutions for the applications acted upon
at the October 7, 2013 meeting.

PB 13-04 Wells Fargo Advisors, 600
South Avenue, Block 251, Lot 18 Appli-
cant sought preliminary and final major
site plan approval with c variances to per-
mit a non-illuminated wall sign of 2 feet 2.5
inches by 28 feet, 3.875 inches (62.5 square
feet) to be mounted at a height of 37 feet on
the front right hand corner of the existing
building. Applicant sought variance relief
from sections 16.04E5, 16.04E5d,
16.04E1a, 16.04E1b and 16.04E1c of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a free stand-
ing sign if a building is setback 20 feet or
more, whereas the building is setback 10
feet; to allow a second freestanding sign
on the property where one freestanding
sign is allowed; to allow a sign area of
13.33 feet where a maximum area of 10
feet is allowed; to allow a wall sign to be
located on the front corner of the building
were a wall sign at the main public en-
trance is allowed; to allow a sign mounting
height of + 37 feet where a maximum
mounting height of 12 feet is allowed and
to allow a maximum horizontal dimension
of a wall sign of 28 feet, 3-7/8 inches where
a maximum of 20 feet is allowed. Amended
application approved with conditions.

PB 13-02 Boffard Holdings, LLC, 409
Westfield Avenue. Applicant sought ap-
proval of preliminary and final major site
plan with c variances to demolish the exit-
ing building and construct a three story
building with retail use on the first floor and
three one-bedroom apartments on each of
the second and thirds floors. Applicant
sought variance relief from Sections
11.25E3A, 1702B5 and 17.02C1d of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear yard
setback of 10 feet where a minimum of 35
feet is required and to allow no parking
spaces where a minimum of 13 parking
spaces is required. Amended application
approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 11/14/13, The Leader Fee: $49.98

Dictatorial Obama and His Radical
Groups Are Out of Control

With Thanksgiving at hand, the clas-
sic picture of Norman Rockwell’s scene
of the family dinner and mom bringing
the Thanksgiving turkey platter to the
table, our thoughts should be directed
to the great efforts our American soci-
ety has made to make us a land of
plenty, a land of opportunity, a land of
liberty and a beacon of how man can
maximize his life on earth. However, a
dark cloud emerged some five years
ago with an idealistic radical group
headed by our current President Obama.

Not only was his first term a disaster,
but the second term is turning into an
avalanche of greater negative propor-
tion. Unfortunately, writing or talking
about this seems to do little to stop the
dogmatic dictatorial style of Obama
and his lackies Senator Reid and Nancy
Polosi. The greatest gift the American
people could receive is something that
would have happened in England at
this point, when the majority party’s
leader obtains negative numbers as
Obama has at this point and the major-
ity will take control. That wish will not
happen, and we are yet to suffer further
malfunction, budgetary degrading and
lost opportunities around our planet.

It is obvious even to his most ardent
supporters of his party that he has clearly
sent the message that the President is
all about him first and the country’s
well-being second. His expression,
“Don’t mess with me,” clearly identi-
fies where his mindset is on where he
proposes our country go. The greatest
service would be for him to realize he
has become an unwelcome visitor in
the Oval Office and gracefully retire,
but anyone so brash as to say ‘it’s all
about me’ provides little opportunity
for America’s wellbeing to take prior-
ity.

I’d like to share with you a small

paragraph from one of America’s great-
est writers H.L. Mencken (born 1880-
died 1956) a journalist, satirist, critic,
and Democrat. He wrote this editorial
while working for the Baltimore
Evening Sun, which appeared in the
July 26, 1920, edition:

“As democracy is perfected, the of-
fice of the President represents, more
and more closely, the inner soul of the
people. On some great and glorious
day, the plain folks of the land will
reach their heart’s desire at last and the
White House will be occupied by a
downright fool and complete narcissis-
tic moron.”

The future will not accommodate his
policy follies and, if I see clearly the
future, he will spend off our heritage
and replace our position in the council
of nations as a dysfunctional society.
He has forgotten the innate intelligence
of the common man and is legislating a
smothering regulatory big-brother gov-
ernment that will leave you, your chil-
dren, and your future grandchildren as
wards of the state controlled by his
ever-expanding web of regulation and
in-your-face use of powerful govern-
ment agencies to neutralize what he is
committed to, a totally socialistic state:
a state devoid of individual incentives
to achieve because of the removal of
the rewards previously available to ev-
ery American.

We think of great world dangers:
climate change, rogue nations with
atomic and chemical warfare potential,
however the greatest danger to America
as we give thanks for the past comes
from the Oval Office occupied by an
incompetent egotist who cares little
about you.

Warren H. Victor
Westfield

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ALOCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

LICENSE TRANSFER

Please take notice that on November
18, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Mayor
and Council will hold a hearing on the
application of L & D Fanwood Enterprises,
LLC trading as The Fanwood Ale House to
transfer the Plenary Retail Consumption
License No. 2005-33-003-012 for premises
located at 15-19 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey heretofore issued to Fanwood
Ale House, Inc. trading as The Sun Tav-
ern.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank X. Lindlaw, 113 Dickson Drive,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Robert J. DeStefanis 834 Bowline Drive,
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fan-
wood 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey 07023.

The Fanwood Ale House
15-19 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
 1 T - 11/14/13, The Times Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Sep-
tember 16, 2013 granted approval for vari-
ance from front and rear setback require-
ments for the construction of a deck. The
property in question is owned by Mark and
Joanna Budries, at 54 Fourth Street, Fan-
wood, being Block 58 and Lot 6.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mark and Joanna Budries
54 Fourth Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/14/13, The Times Fee: $16.83

Masterwork Chorus Ignites
The Season with Messiah

Andrew Megill,

AREA - Join The Masterwork Cho-
rus as they ignite the holiday spirit
with their annual “Sing” and two
performances of Handel’s classic
work, Messiah.

Conducted by award
winning Carol Walker,
the “Sing” will be held
on Sunday, December
8, at 2 p.m. at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church, 215
Boulevard, Mountain
Lakes. Fellowship and
complimentary refresh-
ments will follow.
Scores are available on
loan and reservations
are not needed. A dona-
tion of $10 is suggested
to help defray costs.

Under the baton of
acclaimed Music Director Andrew
Megill, the Chorus will perform the
complete Messiah on Wednesday, De-
cember 18, at 8 p.m. on the Perelman
stage at Carnegie Hall and on Satur-
day, December 21, at 8 p.m. at the
Ridge Performing Arts Center (PAC)

at 268 South Finley Avenue, Basking
Ridge.

Mr. Megill and the Chorus will be
joined by a full-complement profes-
sional orchestra and four accom-

plished soloists making
their Carnegie Hall de-
but. In 2012 attendees
at Carnegie Hall num-
bered over 2,300, near
capacity for the house.

Tickets for Carnegie
Hall are $25 to $85 and
are available by calling
(212) 247-7800 or
online at
www.carnegiehall.org.
Individual tickets for
Ridge PAC are $25 to
$75 and are available
by calling (800) 838-

3006. Ridge PAC tickets may also be
purchased as part of a 30 percent
discounted New Jersey Series that
adds two 2014 spring concerts. Visit
www.Masterwork.org or email
info@masterwork.org for more in-
formation.

Westfield Pediatric Dental
‘Treats’ Troops and Needy

WESTFIELD — Dr. Timothy
McCabe and the staff of Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group were joined
by many local children in making
sure American soldiers in Iraq and
Afghanistan and local families in
need have a very happy Halloween.

For the past 10 years, Westfield
Pediatric Dental Group has been
buying back Halloween candy from
children after Halloween and send-
ing it to the troops and to the Holy
Trinity Food Pantry. Each box sent
to the troops contains candy, letters
and drawings from the children,
snapshots of the children, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste and floss.

Each year more candy is collected
than the year before. Westfield Pe-
diatric Dental Group pays the chil-
dren for the amount of candy they
bring in. The child who brings in
the most candy will win four tickets
to go see a movie of their choice.
According to Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group, the parents receive

some peace of mind that their chil-
dren are not overloading on too
much candy; the soldiers are given
a treat to show everyone’s appre-
ciation for their hard work, dedica-
tion and sacrifice, and families ex-
periencing difficulties have their
day “sweetened.”

SWEET TREAT...The Westfield Pe-
diatric Dental Group is buying back
Halloween candy from local children
to be sent to the troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan as well as to the Westfield
Food Pantry to benefit the needy.

Mathieu Happy to Be Returning
For Second Term In Garwood

I am so happy to be returning to
borough council for another three years.
The thought that I would ever be elected
in Garwood at all on my first run for
public office after only living here in
town and in New Jersey for a-year-and-
a-half seemed only a pipedream. Now,
being reelected after voting my con-
science, taking on the bureaucracy at
Borough Hall, and not going against
my principles, is a truly humbling ex-
perience and an honor greater than I
deserve.

There is a movement afoot in
Garwood and I am just one of its mes-
sengers. People have been stepping up
to volunteer, contribute, vote and take
leadership positions in Garwood’s

GOP. This election is merely a prelude
to the change we hope to bring to our
local Republican Party and to the gov-
ernment in Borough Hall. I will keep
fighting for the people who get up, go
to work every day, and pay the taxes
that make this borough work. They
deserve much better than we have given
them thus far.

Thanks from me, Liz, James, my
mom, my sister, and my cousin Robert
as well as the countless volunteers,
voters, and contributors who made this
happen. It will be nice having a nice
quiet weekend at home with my son.
God bless all of you!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

Westfield Board of Health Reports
On Flu Shots And Lyme Disease

The Westfield Board of Health met on
November 4. The seasonal influenza vac-
cination program is on-going. residents
can contact Ms. Laura Scanlon, the pub-
lic health nursing supervisor, at (908)
789-4070, extension 4074, or
lscanlon@westfieldnj.gov to schedule a
flu vaccination appointment at the West-
field Regional Health Department office
in the municipal building.

The health department offers many
types of flu vaccine. For all types, there is
a $15 cash fee for each person who does
not have Medicare B or one of the follow-

ing insurances: Aetna, CIGNA, Humana,
Medicaid and United Healthcare. Join us
and get vaccinated now, since it is best to
get vaccinated before the flu starts spread-
ing.

Four residents, aged between 6 and 65
years old, were recently diagnosed with
Lyme disease and treated. The risk of
infection should decrease with the com-
ing of winter. But until then, residents
should avoid direct contact with ticks by
following some simple precautions: 1)
avoid wooded and bushy areas with high
grass and leaf litter; 2) walk in the center
of trails; 3) check your pets for ticks
daily, especially after they are outdoors,
and remove any ticks you find; and 4)
make your yard less tick friendly by
clearing tall grasses and brush. Other
appropriate precautions can be found at
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention website www.cdc.gov/lyme/
prev/index.html.

The health department is sponsoring
bone a density screening with Overlook
Medical Center on Thursday, November
21, from 10 a.m. to noon in the municipal
building, and there is a $10 charge. For
more information and to register, please
call the Overlook Community Health De-
partment at 1-800-247-9580.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available on its
website www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the November 4
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our December 2 meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal
building.

Lawrence D. Budnick, M.D.
President, Westfield Board of Health

Veterans Are Twice More Likely
To Develop Lou Gehrig’s Disease

The press has done a very good job of
reporting about the challenges our veter-
ans face. We all have read or seen stories
about our wounded warriors. About trau-
matic brain injury. About veterans suf-
fering from depression and other serious
mental health issues. About those who
have lost limbs or endure other physical
hardships. These are serious issues that
deserve our attention, especially on Vet-
erans’ Day. What also deserves our atten-
tion, but which gets much less press, is
the fact that military veterans are twice as
likely to develop – and die from – Lou
Gehrig’s Disease as those who have not
served in the military.

Yes, studies show that the disease that
took the life of baseball legend Lou Gehrig
is striking our military heroes at an alarm-
ing rate. It doesn’t matter when or where
they served in the military; home or
abroad, peace or war, from World War I
to Afghanistan. Those who served are at
greater risk.

ALS is worse than your worst night-
mare. It robs people of the ability to

move, trapping them inside a body they
no longer can control. I lost my mother to
ALS in 2005, and I am still advocating on
her behalf for research to help find a
treatment and a cure. I will be a part of the
fight until we end the disease forever. As
of now, there is no treatment, no cure, and
a prognosis of death in an average of two
to five years. I want people to live in a
world where no one has to suffer from
this horrific disease.

So as the press calls attention to our
military heroes on Veterans’ Day, I hope
they remember those heroes who are fight-
ing for their lives against ALS. I encour-
age your readers to visit the Wall of
Honor at www.alsa.org. There they will
see the faces and read the stories of the
military heroes who are fighting ALS
and those who have been lost to the
disease. Their stories of courage are worth
your attention this Veterans’ Day.

Kathryn Brower
Bridgewater

S.A.R. Meeting Set
Tomorrow Night

WESTFIELD — A meeting of the
West Fields Chapter, Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution will take place tomor-
row evening, Friday, November 15,
starting at 8 p.m. in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street. This
program will be open to the public and
light refreshments will be served.

Guest speaker Hollace Hoffman will
discuss “Life before Supermarkets.”
Ms. Hoffman is the director of Opera-
tion Archaeology, a program within the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs. She has worked as a
naturalist, researcher and teacher, fo-
cusing on environmental education and
integrating environment issues into
school curriculums.

For further information, call Warren
Fristensky, West Fields Chapter presi-
dent, at (908) 654-1731.

 CAREGIVER FOR ELDERLY

Caregiver seeking live-in or hourly
position. 10+ years of experience
assisting elders in their homes.
Mature, reliable and very caring.
Assist with bathing, dressing,
meals, medication reminders, light
housekeeping, companionship.
Can also drive to dr's appts., shop
and run errands. References.

Please call Barbara:
(908) 456-3453

EWR - SALES CONSULTANT

The Sales Consultants at the
Newark Liberty International
Airport will be responsible for
effectively promoting and selling
foreign currency, travel related
insurance and Western Union
transactions. Sales Consultants
must accurately maintain a
balanced cash drawer for foreign
currency and business services;
perform daily check in/out of the
funds to assure the integrity of the
currency balances and makes
certain that all funds are accounted
for during their assigned shift. In
addition, during peak hours as well
as slower hours of operation the
Sales Consultant will be on their
feet in front of the counter
engaging in conversation with
customers about foreign currency
matters. Bilingual abilities are a
plus especially in Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, German,
French and Arabic. Please send
cover letter and resume to
dimarys.brito@travelex.com

THREE BEDROOM APARTMENT

Lovely 3 bedroom apartment in
exclusive Washington School area
of Union, NJ. Includes all new
appliances, new kitchen,
hardwood floors, basement and
garage. Offered at $2,200 per
month plus one months security.

Call (908) 310-4815

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1 Bedroom Apt in a 2 family house,
new kitchen. 2 blocks from center
of town. $1425/month plus utilities.
No pets. Call (732) 575-7733.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified home health aide seek-
ing job caring for the sick and
mature. Night or day. References
available. (973) 445-6896

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 – SEE ANOTHER ON PAGE 18

HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or Condo?
We are your team! We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.
Free Estimates. (862) 900-3432

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings December 4th,
evenings November 20th.

CHHA, classes start
evenings November 18th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends November 17th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, The Collector of Taxes of the Town of Westfield,
Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 6th day of December, 2013
in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at nine o’clock in the morning, the following described lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 6th day of December, 2013, together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2013.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent  (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified check
or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality
is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may
be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 6th day of December, 2013, exclusive of the lien for the year
2013 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield,  New Jersey

BK/LT/QUAL OWNER PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT

TAX & SEWER
401 6 Seo, Toru & Noriko 318 Woods End Rd $10,548.68
1112 7 Moule Partners, LLC 425 Kimball Ave $3,818.04
2301 3 O’Donnell, Maureen G 203 Chestnut St N $19,022.06
2606 1 Mormile Brothers 1144 South Ave W $7,372.11
2704 20 Taliaferro, Lucille I & Evans, RLT 115 Scotch Plains Ave N $4,983.55
4001 17 Price, Mary 120 Livingston St $9,596.24
4801 7 Brown, Violette M 115 Grove St W $8,675.72
4808 17 Evans, Gina & David 919 Grandview Ave $11,404.50

TAX
812 12 Bridgman, Stephen A & Pamela W 643 Coleman Pl $16,512.61
1002 8.02 Marx, Leslie 615 Elm St $9,387.23
1406 8 Mastroianni, John & Maria 616 Garfield Ave $5,778.27
2212 6 Buontempo, Anthony 201 Baker Ave $22,258.47
2512 27 Centennial Lodge #400 I B O P Elks 440 W Broad St $3,524.55
2512 28 Centennial Lodge IBPO Elks of World 444 W Broad St $16,055.72
2710 16 Clavijo, Victor & Maria 624 Downer St $5,267.60
2816 2 Morse, Norman 214 Scotch Plains Ave $12,752.96
3005 5 Park, Edward 215 South Ave W $8,589.70
3405 2.08 Hirth, Edward B & Diane 724 Sherman St Rear $150.43
4001 16 Furnari, Nancy J 114 Livingston St $905.66
4001 94 Frasier, Dennis 117 Myrtle Ave $11,274.62
4803 12 Costantino, Jo Ann 227 Elizabeth Ave $12,041.92
5204 24 Desapio, Antonio & Martin 25 N Wickom Dr $7,239.08

SEWER
104 6 Howard, Anthony 130 Madison Ave W $214.46
201 22 Neiswenter, Joanne E & Ronald 31 Fairhill Rd $214.46
304 17 Wissel, Conrad J & Tina 955 Lawrence Ave $214.46
306 24 Brafman, Ari Milton & Alison Hart 1031 Minisink Way $113.38
601 9 Heflin, Roger E Jr & Jennifer A 901 Wyandotte Trl $214.46
701 9 Stappas, Thomas 357 Brightwood Ave $214.46
703 1 Polizzano, Mary Ellen 354 Brightwood Ave $214.46
703 3 Wysokowski, Elizabeth L.- & Jason 910 Everts Ave $214.46
707 7 Gambrino, Clair M & John 732 Embree Cres $214.46
707 20.01     Barham, Patrick A & Charleen 215 Brightwood Ave $214.46
707 29 Peterson, John W & Shareen 769 Clark St $214.46
801 23.02     Grandinetti, Tim & Kathryn 621 Glen Ave $214.46
801 31 Cozzini, Ann Marie & Nancy C 601 Short Hills Ct $214.46
801 33 Burke, Mark W & Sara L 1024 North Ave W $214.46
901 17 Chan, Edward 405 Edgewood Ave $214.46
901 33 Jules, Previlege 942 North Ave W $214.46
906 31 Menza, John - Estate of 848 North Ave W $214.46
907 18 Nuber, Paul T & Mary E 420 Dudley Ave W $214.46
907 19 Vergel, Katharine & Ricardo Dias 910 North Ave W $214.46
1002 9 Humprey, Gregory P & M. Rogers 609 Elm St $214.46
1003 19 Sharma, Shyam & Manju 412 Prospect St $214.46
1103 14 Nelson, Michael P & Lois W 252 Sinclair Pl $214.46
1108 8 Hess, Susan 545 Alden Ave $214.46
1304 4 Fernandez, Carlos 815 Oak Ave $214.46
1304 48 Fitzpatrick, Brian & Jennifer 711 Girard Ave $214.46
1409 2.01      Teese, David T & Gail M 527 Wychwood Rd $214.46

1904 37 Picone, Matthew 429 Springfield Ave $214.46
2203 28 Kreusser, Christopher & Lisa A 228 Jefferson Ave $214.46
2214 7 Calder, Matthew & Jennifer 409 Baker Ave $214.46
2403 21 Pickthall, Wendy & Whitehall, Darren139 Euclid Ave N $214.46
2505 29 MAJ, LLC 101 E Broad St $376.05
2601 4 Manbro, Inc 1200 South Ave W $376.05
2706 21 Pantoja, Fredeswinda 540 Cumberland St $214.46
2707 19 Jackson, Mary 501 Cumberland St $214.46
2708 25 Barnes, John William 502 W Broad St $214.46
2708 40 Berardi, Joseph & Anna 540 W Broad St $214.46
2709 23 Lopez, Luz Maria 650 W Broad St $214.46
2709 28 Williams, James Jr 114 Scotch Plains Ave N $214.46
2710 21 Barnes-Allen, Kim C 646 Downer St $214.46
2806 9 Krupinski, Inez Fol 647 Norman Pl $214.46
2808 8 Ruotolo, Mary 647 Lamberts Mill Rd $214.46
2817 2 Waddell, Kenneth & Rebecca 106 Marion Ave $214.46
2901 3 C0004  Boylan, S. G. & M. Barrow 420-B Rahway Ave $175.45
2901 29 Watson-Curry, Frances 411 W Broad St $376.05
2904 5 Fisher, Bruce, Estate of 614 Dorian Rd $214.46
2907 13 Duguid, Ronald N 645 Shadowlawn Dr $214.46
3002 12 Logue, Augusta Est of 320 First St $214.46
3010 1 C0023 Walsh, Brian F 515 Trinity Pl $175.45
3011 7 Salerno, John & Vicky 337 First St $214.46
3107 7 134 Elmer St, LLC 134 Elmer St $376.05
3204 4 Mormile, J G & Mormile, A Jr 417 Elmer St S $214.46
3411 23 Matthaei, Konrad R 321 Benson Pl $214.46
3503 10 Sosnowski, Peter & Kathleen 858 Fairacres Ave $214.46
3506 36 Schiff, Jeffrey & Joyce M 733 Marcellus Dr $214.46
3601 16 Bencivenne, Joseph & Antoinette F 1051 Coolidge St $214.46
4001 5 Weiner, Lawrence 122 Cacciola Pl $214.46
4001 6 Hayward, John D 124 Cacciola Pl $214.46
4001 23 Ortiz, Vera Nakova- 208 Livingston St $214.46
4001 27 Cardone, Michael 224 Livingston St $214.46
4001 30 Hopkins, Karin L 141 Windsor Ave $214.46
4001 48 Hardy, Karina 124 Windsor Ave $214.46
4001 101 C0003 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0004 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0005 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0006 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0007 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0008 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0009 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 101 C0010 ADU Building, LLC 715 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0011 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0012 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0013 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0014 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0016 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0017 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0018 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0019 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0020 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4001 102 C0021 ADU Building, LLC 649 Central Ave $376.05
4002 13 Erickson, Frank A 203 Livingston St $214.46
4002 14 Papandrea, Janice 629 Stirling Pl $214.46
4003 9 Barba, Steven 366 South Ave E $214.46
4003 11 De Torres, Lily Est 339 Livingston St $214.46
4004 28 Boto, Mohamed 259 Windsor Ave $214.46
4103 48 Mormile, Maria A 133 Washington St $214.46
4104 18 Annunziata, John M 767 Boulevard $214.46
4206 30 Wolf, William & Susan Sutton 515 Shackamaxon Dr $214.46
4401 50 Del Col, Mark & Lourdes 8 Pine Ct $214.46
4503 61 Pucciarelli, Pasquale & Eileen 1 Bates Way $214.46
4601 27 Savage, Steven 944 Rahway Ave $214.46
4603 19 Brizendine, Mark & Christina 1023 Seward Ave $214.46
4702 1 Vavquez, Israel 531 Grove St W $214.46
4703 5.06 Cozzini, Maria R 940 Dunham Ave $214.46
4801 11.01 Zhu, Jiang & Lan, Shan 116 Greene Pl $214.46
4801 34 Della Rosa, Matthew & Tamara 118 Clifton St $214.46
4808 16 Leigh, Victoria 923 Grandview Ave $214.46
4813 31 941 Central Corp c/o Marcey Bullock 941 Central Ave $214.46
4901 73 Cafiero, Mark W & Janet 1116 Columbus Ave $214.46
5012 8 Clark, Thomas & Ann 318 Marlboro St $214.46
5102 27 Harmer, Edward & Frances 419 Sandford Ave $214.46
5112 25 Belle, Winsford L & Donna J 26 Genesee Trl $214.46
5116 15 Nixon, Carol 15 Mohawk Trl $214.46
5117 27 Barone, Vincent & Annette 1059 Rahway Ave $214.46
5202 16 Mc Hugh, Joseph R & Doreen 6 Village Cir $214.46
5402 8 Linsky, Kenneth M & Gregg M 728 Tamaques Way $214.46
5505 6 Ondi, Peter & Dawn 113 Summit Ct $214.46
5604 1 Okby, Wally & Elizabeth M 101 Wyoming St $214.46
5612 10 Tibbals, David W & Mariagrazia D 1608 Pine Grove Ave $214.46
5710 13 Raymond S Mistretta Revoc Trust 1818 Boynton Ave $214.46
5714 6 Venezio, Albert 113 Connecticut St $214.46
5715 4 Moffett, Roy J 229 Massachusetts St $214.46

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

4 T - 11/7, 11/14, 11/21 & 11/28/13, The Leader Fee: $1156.68
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Liberty Hall Gears Up for
Exciting Holiday Season

UNION – A record-breaking 788
people attended Liberty Hall
Museum’s annual harvest celebra-
tion on October 26, signaling the
museum – the former residence of
New Jersey’s first elected governor,
William Livingston – may be enjoy-
ing its most successful fall to date.

“October was a busy month for
the museum, with our biggest crowd
yet for our annual Pumpkin Patch
Day, and – for the first time ever –
Ghost Tours of Liberty Hall that
were sold out every Saturday,” said
Bill Schroh, Jr., Director of Mu-
seum Operations.

Liberty Hall Museum’s famed
holiday tour, From St. Nicholas to
Santa Claus (November 29 – De-
cember 28), celebrates five distinct
Christmas traditions and eras in his-
tory: the Dutch tradition of St. Nicho-
las (c. 1774), the English tradition of
Twelfth Night (c. 1800), “The Night
Before Christmas” (c. 1848), a Vic-
torian Christmas (c. 1899), and a
WWII Christmas (c. 1942). Tours
are available Monday – Saturday
during regular museum hours, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 for
children, college students and se-
niors; $8 for Kean University alumni;
and $10 for adults.

Liberty Hall will again serve as a
drop-off center for Toys for Tots
throughout the holiday season. Be-
ginning Wednesday, November 20,
the museum will accept unwrapped
gifts for children ages 1-17. Dona-
tions may be dropped off November

20 – Monday, December 16, at the
museum’s visitor center, known af-
fectionately as “The Blue House.”

Finally, Liberty Hall’s acclaimed
afternoon tea service continues with
Thanksgiving Tea on November 20
from 2 – 4 p.m. Guests will have
plenty to be thankful for as they sit
back and enjoy a soothing cup of
tea, delicate finger sandwiches, and
Liberty Hall’s breathtaking grounds
from the comfort of the museum’s
heated, glass-enclosed porch. Ad-
mission is $40 per person, and in-
cludes a tour of the museum. Due to
popular demand, Christmas Tea will
be served every week in December
(December 4, 11, 18 and 26).

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 240
years of American history. The mu-
seum also houses extensive collec-
tions of furniture, ceramics, textiles,
toys and tools owned by seven gen-
erations of the Livingston and Kean
families. The Firehouse Museum,
built in 2004, houses three antique
fire engines, including a rare 1911
American LaFrance Metropolitan
Steam Engine. Tours of Liberty Hall
run Monday – Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on the hour; the last tour
departs at 3 p.m. General admission
is $10 for adults, $8 for Kean alumni,
and $6 for children and seniors. Kean
students and faculty are free.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

METAMORPHOSES…The Westfield High School Theatre Department will
present Metamorphoses in the Westfield High School auditorium, located at 550
Dorian Road, Westfield, on Thursday, November 14, at 4 p.m.; Friday, November
15, at 7:30 p.m.; and Saturday, November 16, at 7:30 p.m. The scenes - from the
greed of King Midas to the love of Eros and Psyche - take place in and around a large
pool of water built into the stage. General admission tickets are $10 at the door.

Catch ya L8tr

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By STEPHANIE BROWN

Unlike most teenagers, turning 16 was
scary to me knowing I would have to
grow up some time soon. But I quickly
figured out what made it so sweet: Driv-
ing.

I had always imagined myself as that
cliché teenager cruising down the coast-
line in my light blue convertible, top
down, music blaring, with my friends in
the backseat. But from the moment I first
got behind the wheel, I realized that would
not be the reality. I wanted no talking, no
music, no laughing, and no breathing
while you’re at it too. So it leaves me
wondering how people have the super
power to text and drive.

It really grinds my gears when I drive
past someone and see that they aren’t
even paying attention to the road, but
rather their phone. According to
washingtonpost.com, “Twenty-eight per-
cent of accidents or 200,000 traffic acci-
dents occur when people talk on cell
phones or send text messages while driv-
ing.” But at least your friends know you’re
on the way right?

Nowadays, virtually everyone has a
cell phone. It is highly tempting to take a
quick glance at your phone throughout
the day, but why do it when you drive? I
for one cannot see how it is even slightly
possible. However, my purpose is not to
explain how untalented I am, but to voice
my upmost disgust for those who text and
drive.

First of all, in New Jersey, it is against
the law to text or make phone calls while
driving no matter what type of license
you have.

Second, how important are these text
messages? Can it wait until you get home?
Or why can’t you just pull over to the side
of the road and even into a parking lot?
Also, sorry to burst your bubble, but in
case of emergency, you probably will not
be the first person called; that’s what the
police are for. Otherwise, if you are sim-
ply texting your friends for the sake of
doing it, you better be willing to risk your
life, it was nice knowing you.

Does anyone remember years ago when
cell phones were just becoming popular?
According to livescience.com, in 2005
there were only 2,600 deaths related to
texting and driving. And years ago, texting
and driving was not even the concern;
drunk driving was the epidemic. Fun
fact: “Driving a vehicle while texting is
six times more dangerous than driving
while intoxicated according to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA)” says potsdam.edu.

According to alcoholalert.com the
“NHTSA [estimated] that alcohol was
involved in 40 percent of fatal crashes
and in 8 percent of all crashes in 2000.”
You could turn on the news and find a
story about someone who was killed in a
drunk driving accident because he or she
had one too many drinks at a party. Then

maybe the next week it was a family of
four killed because they were hit by a
drunk driver. Though drunk driving is
still prominent, the number of accidents
has plummeted. Somehow, the point had
gotten across to America that drunk driv-
ing was dangerous.

So what is it about texting and driving
that people cannot grasp?

If what has been said does not resonate
with you, think of it this way. Your mom
and dad are coming home from work.
Grandma and grandpa are coming to visit
for the holidays. Your sister or brother is
coming home from college or from school.
Your friend is coming over to hang out.
They’re a block away from your house.
They pull out their phone to text you and
let you know they are almost there. Be-
fore they can even finish the message,
they swerve into the wrong lane and are
gone in an instant.

But it does not have to be this way.
Instead of sounding like a broken record
telling you to turn off the phone and focus
on the road, let’s switch it up. How does
inserting a device in all cars that blocks
cell signals sound? With this, there is no
way to text and drive. Do not go getting
on a diatribe about how it does not allow
freedom of speech. Because last time I
checked, living is more important than
the first amendment.

Does it not coincide with people that
they are practically driving a two-ton
death trap? With that weight, damage can
and will be done. Paying attention is not
an option, but is one-hundred percent
necessary. How many people will have to
die before America finally gets it?

***
Editor’s Note: Stephanie Brown is a

junior at Westfield High School.

Westfield Needs Complete Streets
To Protect Pedestrians, Cyclists

Why did we all move to Westfield?
Along with the great downtown, the ex-
cellent schools and access to transit, we
believed that Westfield offered a safe
environment for our families. However,
Westfield is not safe. Since moving to
Westfield five years ago, I have been
dumbfounded by the number of pedes-
trian and cyclist accidents involving au-
tomobiles. Three such accidents occurred
within the past year within a quarter mile
of my house: Cyclist Dennis McGorty
was struck by a landscaping truck and
sustained severe injuries which left him
paralyzed below the waist; cyclist Gre-
gory Janaczek was struck by an SUV and
severely injured, and two pedestrians were
struck by cars, a man who was severely
injured and a woman who lost her life. In
recent editorials, our fellow residents have
shared their own harrowing experiences
using our streets for walking and cycling.

I have seen Westfield residents spurred
to action to support many worthwhile
causes; why have we turned a blind eye to
pedestrian and cyclist safety? Maybe the
lack of action stems from an ignorance of
the types of transportation solutions that
can improve safety. When traveling in
some parts of Europe, throughout the
USA, or even right here in New Jersey,
you may have witnessed infrastructures
that can be built to allow pedestrians and
cyclists to safely share streets with auto-
mobiles. One term used to describe this
type of infrastructure is Complete Streets.
A Complete Street is a way to provide
safe access for all users by designing and
constructing a comprehensive and inte-
grated multi-modal network of transpor-
tation options.

You may not be aware, but the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) is recognized as a national
leader for advancing Complete Streets
policies in New Jersey. Approximately

70 municipalities and five counties in
New Jersey have adopted Complete
Streets policies. Once adopted, these poli-
cies require that future roadway improve-
ment projects include safe accommoda-
tions for all users, ages and abilities, for
example: pedestrians, transit riders, cy-
clists, mobility-impaired, parents push-
ing baby strollers, residents without cars,
children and elder citizens. Complete
streets can be implemented incremen-
tally and cost-effectively in established
towns like ours by “right-sizing” existing
streets, erecting “share the road” signage,
and providing educational outreach.

New Jersey municipalities such as
Chatham, Montclair, Morristown, New
Providence, Lambertville, Hoboken,
Cranford, and approximately 60 others
have recognized the need for and adopted
Complete Streets policies, isn’t it time for
Westfield? As a Westfield resident, engi-
neer, volunteer for several local organi-
zations, and mom of a 3- and 6-year-old,
I appeal to all Westfield residents and
like-minded organizations to partner with
the Westfield Complete Streets Coali-
tion. By working together and planning
together we can improve the safety of our
town! To join the coalition, please e-
m a i l :
westfieldcompletestreets@gmail.com.
For more information on Complete
Streets, please visit: www.state.nj.us/
transportation/eng/completestreets/ and
www.njbikeped.org/ To donate to the
McGorty Family Fund, please visit
www.mcgortyfamilyfund.org/.

Lisa Braddock
Westfield

Editor’s Note: A letter was published
last week that the author advises that she
intended to have this published instead.
We regret the confusion.

Children’s Network for Hope
Is Grateful for Local Support

On September 23, 2013, The Children’s
Network for Hope Foundation, CNH,
(www.childrensnetworkforhope.org)
held our second annual golf outing at Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains, N.J.
The day was a complete success with 96
players participating in the tournament.
The weather was perfect and the generos-
ity of our contributors was selfless. The
event allowed us to raise funds for the
children and their families who are in
need of our support.

After a wonderful day of golf the play-
ers and volunteers continued the fun with
a beautiful celebration at the Stage House
Tavern in Scotch Plains. All enjoyed the
food and spirits as well as the wonderful
camaraderie on the outside patio. The
raffles and prizes were a great success,
with each golfer receiving commemora-
tive gifts. The team of Douglas Rager,
Brad Waudby, Russ Rabadeau and R.J.
Raszka won the tournament with an im-

pressive 11 under par.
Special thanks to our tournament spon-

sors, the proprietors of Stage House Tav-
ern Tom Britt, Moshe Davidesko and
Eric Hambrecht. The kindness in the
hearts of these men is endless. I am in awe
of the generosity that Tom, Moshe and
Eric continually offer. Additionally, John
McPartlan, proprietor of Molly Maguire’s
of Clark, provided pulled pork sandwiches
on the course, and Artie Coon Plumbing
provided the steamed clams on the turn.
Kip and Shelley Brindle donated the prizes
along with the U.S.G.A’s Steve Pietrucha
and Mary Lopuszynski.

I would like to offer special thanks to
our Board of Trustees and the dozens of
volunteers who made the day a complete
pleasure. I would be remiss if I did not
mention Union County Manager Al
Faella, Director of Parks and Recreation;
Mike Brennan, as well as Armando
Sanchez, Director of Golf for Union
County, for their continued support of
our mission. Because of these special
people, we are able to bring joy into the
hearts of children and their families fac-
ing extraordinary life circumstances. We
look forward to seeing everyone next
year for another great day.

Robert J. Coloney,
CNH Executive Director

Scotch Plains

More Letters to the Editor

UCPAC  Names
New Director

RAHWAY – The Board of Trustees
of the Union County Performing Arts
Center announced the appointment of
Lawrence E. McCullough, Ph.D. as
its new Executive Director.

Dr. McCullough succeeds Acting
Executive Director James J. Kennedy,
who stepped in as the organization’s
chief when Executive Director Samson
D. Steinman was appointed Mayor of
the City of Rahway in September 2013.

Previously, Dr. McCullough worked
nine years at Woodbridge Township
municipal government under three
mayoral administrations as public in-
formation officer, grants officer and
special event coordinator.

Dr. McCullough holds a Ph.D. in
Ethnomusicology from University of
Pittsburgh and spent several years as a
freelance writer/editor for newspapers
and magazines throughout the U.S.
His administration background in-
cludes serving as Assistant Director of
the Indiana University School of Mu-
sic Program at Indianapolis; Adminis-
trative Director, Humanities Theatre
Group; Executive Director, Music
Umbrella of Austin; Press Director,
Hall Institute of Public Policy; Senior
Entertainment Publicist, Englander
and Kessee; Specialist in Arts and
Media Development, Skye Consult-
ing.

“Union County Performing Arts
Center is a tremendous organization
with a sterling history and a superb
team of dedicated staff, volunteers
and board members,” said Dr.
McCullough. “I feel deeply honored
to be entrusted with guiding UCPAC
forward in its mission of utilizing the
arts as a catalyst for community devel-
opment.”

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-027083-13
FILE NO. 17349-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
WILSON’S AUTOMOTIVE
INC.; IRIS CRUZ; DONNA
MORENO; SARA E HIDALGO;
DIANA MUNOZ;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which US BANK CUST FOR
CCTS CAPITAL, LLC is the plaintiff and
BRENDA Z. LOPEZ, ET ALS; are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F02708313
within thirty-five (35) days after November
14, 2013 exclusive of such date. If you fail
to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-169, sold
on 6/8/2011, dated 6/9/2011, and was
recorded on 8/12/2011 in Book 13159 at
Page 171, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST
FOR CCTS CAPITAL, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK
CUST FOR CCTS CAPITAL, LLC. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 2 BLOCK 231 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and

Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
679 - 81 WEST FRONT STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, WILSON’S AUTOMOTIVE INC.,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on May 5, 1998,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Camden County, by
Wilson’s Automotive Inc. against Jose
Moreno and Catalina Moreno disclosing a
debt in the amount of $11,244.14, plus
fees and costs. Said judgment was en-
tered as Judgment No. J-102037-1998.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, IRIS CRUZ, are made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause on November 5, 2003, a child sup-
port judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hudson County, by
Iris Cruz against Jose A Moreno. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-
259947-2003, CS13132329A. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, DONNA MORENO, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on January 5, 2006, a child sup-
port judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Ocean County, by
Donna Moreno against Jose E Moreno.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-004186-2006, CS62941341A. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

YOU, SARA E HIDALGO, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on July 3, 2007, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Morris County, by Sara E
Hidalgo against Jose J Moreno. Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. J-
176024-2007, CS22772877A. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, DIANA MUNOZ, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on February 4, 2008, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Diana Munoz against Jose L. Moreno.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-027522-2008, CS82882856B. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
DATED: November 8, 2013

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/14/13, The Leader Fee: $102.51
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Pushcart Players Present
Peter and the Wolf

MCW Scholarship Concert
Features Tenor Mark Bleeke

Photo courtesy of David Crow Photography
ENCHANTING…Pushcart Players will present Peter and the Wolf, an enchant-
ing musical adaptation of the classic tale. Pushcart Players in the finale of Peter
and the Wolf, pictured, left to right, are: Phebe Taylor, Robert Rivera, Robyn
Corujo and Oscar Castillo.

TENEFLY - Pushcart Players, New
Jersey’s renowned touring theatres
for young audiences will present Pe-
ter and the Wolf on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17, at 2 p.m. at Kaplen JCC on the
Palisades in Tenafly.

Peter and the Wolf is an enchanting
production of a classic tale, set to the
resplendent music of Russian com-
poser Sergei Prokofiev. Each charac-
ter in the story is represented musi-
cally in this story of a spirited young
boy who confronts the dangers of the
forest with courage, creativity and
leadership.

With a professional cast (Actors’
Equity Association) who employs vari-
ous forms of puppetry, singing and
choreography, Peter and the Wolf is a
universal theatrical celebration that has
toured nationally and internationally.

Pushcart Players is in its 40th anni-
versary season of presenting produc-
tions filled with fun, facts, magic and
wonder. The company has traveled over
two million miles to serve more than
eight million children and their fami-
lies nationally and abroad.

All performances come with inno-
vative scenery, complete lighting and
state of the art sound systems, making
it adaptable to any location.

“The themes of Peter and the Wolf
are what make it a timeless, beloved
classic,” said Ruth Fost, co-founder of
Pushcart and the writer / director of the
production. “Friendship and caring.
Arrogance and prejudice. Youth and
maturity. Conflict resolution and beauty

in the natural order of life. All worthy of
celebration!”

Kaplen JCC on the Palisades is lo-
cated at 411 East Clinton Avenue,
Tenafly. Advance tickets are $12 with
$17 admission at the door if available.
For reservations visit the JCC website
at www.jccotp.org or call (201) 408-
1493.

For further information on this or
any of Pushcart’s programs and ser-
vices, contact Pushcart Players at (973)
857.1115 or visit
www.pushcartplayers.org.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club of
Westfield will present “Winds of Song,”
an annual Scholarship Concert featur-
ing internationally renowned tenor,
Mark Bleeke and The Monmouth Winds
Ensemble on Sunday, November 24, at
3 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street.

Mr. Bleeke grew up in Westfield.
His mother, Evelyn Bleeke, is an award
winning educator in the Westfield pub-
lic school system, an ac-
complished singer, and
organist and served as
the Director of the Cho-
ral Arts Society of New
Jersey for 32 seasons.
Mrs. Bleeke is a long-
time member of the Mu-
sical Club of Westfield.

Mr. Bleeke earned a
degree from
Westminster Choir Col-
lege and credits not only
his family for their sup-
port and encouragement
but the Westfield public
school system as well.

His early credits were engagements
and recording with a number of en-
sembles including the Folger Consort
and New York’s Ensemble for Early
Music. Mr. Bleeke has sung hundreds
of performances of Baroque and Clas-
sical masterpieces ranging from Handel
and Bach to Mozart and Beethoven
with such well known ensembles as the
Seattle Symphony, Pittsburgh and
Montreal Symphonies, The St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, Orchester Wiener
Akademie, Carmel Bach festival, Bos-
ton baroque and the Tavener Consort to
name a few.

A versatile artist, Mark Bleeke also

worked closely with Dave Brubeck on
productions of Brubeck’s “Oratorio”
and later recorded the piece with the
National Symphony Orchestra. He has
continued his interest in contemporary
music having performed and recorded
with many composers including Gian-
Carlo Mennotti, Paul Winter, John
Harbison and John Corigliano and as a
member of the male vocal ensemble
Hudson Shad, he maintains an active

performance schedule.
 For the Scholarship

Concert, Mr. Bleeke will
be joined by Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk on pi-
ano and Beverly Shea
on harp as well as The
Monmouth Winds.

The Monmouth
Winds, all members of
the Monmouth Sym-
phony Orchestra (New
Jersey), were formed in
2009. They not only en-
joy playing music from
the standard woodwind
quintet repertoire, but

also enthusiastically perform jazz,
popular tunes, and world music, in-
cluding works by living composers,
and have recently begun commission-
ing new music. Audiences have praised
the Monmouth Winds for their intrigu-
ing repertoire, which they perform with
great vitality and insight, and they are
developing a growing New Jersey fol-
lowing. From jazz to classical, this quin-
tet woos their audiences with their con-
siderable musicality and charm. Mem-
bers of the ensemble are Jenny Cline,
flute, Nicholas Gatto, oboe, Cathy
Adamo, clarinet, Richard Sachs, horn
and Linda Balavram, bassoon.

Mark Bleeke

Celebrate the Holidays with
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

“Last Vegas”
A Comedy for the Ages

2 and ½ popcorns

WESTFIELD — From traditional
to pops, choral favorites to musical
theater classics, this season of New
Jersey Festival Orchestra (NJFO)
concerts will fill the entire family
with holiday cheer.

On Saturday, December 7, at 7
p.m. join Maestro David Wroe and
NJFO musicians at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield for Home
for the Holidays, a family festival
of traditional and contemporary
songs and music, sing-a-longs and
more guaranteed to make the season
merry.

This seasonal stroll of timeless
classics and sentimental holiday fa-
vorites is sure to bring joy, smiles,
and distinctive holiday memories to
all. Tickets prices range from $25 to
$75 for adults and there is a special
discount price of $12 for students k-
12 making this event a perfect start
to the holiday season for the whole
family.

On Tuesday, December 31, at 7
p.m., the NJ Festival Orchestra again
presents one of New Jersey’s most
popular New Year’s Eve musical cel-
ebrations. This year’s performance,
“An’ All That Jazz,” promises a su-
perb revue of American musical the-
ater classics and jazz favorites pre-
sented in glorious symphonic splen-
dor.

The cabaret style New Year’s Eve

celebration has become a musical
event eagerly anticipated by much
of central New Jersey. This year’s
line up reads like a who’s who of the
best of American musical theater
composers and again features re-
nowned guest vocalists direct from
the Broadway stage. Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets well in ad-
vance as this concert has been a sell
out for the past five years.

The New Year’s Eve concert will
take place in the Westfield High
School auditorium, 550 Dorian Road
in Westfield, and will finish at ap-
proximately 9 p.m. Tickets in ad-
vance are $40 for general admission
and $70 for preferred seating ($45
and $75 at the door, if available).

Tickets for both concerts are now
available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tick-
ets may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the office
at 224 East Broad Street, Westfield
(10 a.m.-3 p.m.). Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets on line –
the process is simple, secure, and
possible to select seats and print
tickets.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

If you find yourself smiling, chuckling
and even guffawing at the antics of the four
old pals who gather for a bachelor party,
wedding and reunion in director Jon
Turteltaub’s “Last Vegas,” you’re prob-
ably giving away your age. But don’t worry.
To coin a phrase, what happens in “Last
Vegas” stays in “Last Vegas.” Get used to
it. Odds are good that before the Baby
Boomers all go to that Woodstock in the
sky there will be many an homage to their
cluster.

Fact is, we’ve seen this formulaic stencil
applied to several generations of golden
agers, all inevitably proffering the same
seriocomic message: Count your blessings.
While hardly profound and generally pre-
dictable, Mr. Turteltaub’s permutation is
respectably tendered…neither absurdly out-
landish nor depressingly melancholic. Its
prime attraction is in the likeability and
familiarity of the stereotypes its principals
fashion.

Opening with a note of nostalgia by
exhibiting old black and white photos of the
guys way back when, the first scene then
quickly establishes the characters via a
poignant confrontation with a local bully,
circa 1959. The die is cast. They will for-
ever be the Flatbush Four. But ah, when
flash-forwarded to the present, we learn the
fates certainly can be whimsical, if not
necessarily cruel.

 Robert De Niro’s Paddy, once the tough
guy, is now the curmudgeon…perennially
attired in bathrobe, holed up in his Brook-
lyn apartment, and forever fending off the
good intentions of a soup bearing young
lady who’d like to fix him up with her
grandma. He is a year into being a widower
and pretty much resigned to his self-in-
flicted pessimism.

Sam, portrayed by Kevin Kline and re-
tired to Florida with his wife (Joanna
Gleason), has taken to attending his own
sort of pity party. A veteran in good stand-
ing of the musculoskeletal joint replace-
ment wars, he is a commentator on all
things gerontological, his specialty, the six-
ties. Surveying the senior citizen landscape,
he issues a steady patter of cynical observa-
tions. Alas, the oomph has gone from his
marriage.

Archie’s woes, on the other hand, ema-
nate not from within, but via the overpro-
tective son with whom he lives in a tiny
New Jersey suburb. Despite a mild stroke
that has set all the red flags flying at the
scene of his familial incarceration, the Air
Force veteran portrayed with Morgan
Freeman’s usual, avuncular geniality, is hot
to trot when news comes of our 4th pal’s

pending marriage.
Of course Billy’s choice of a bride, the

cause célèbre of the plot, pretty much inks
his character sketch. A wealthy mover and
shaker now living in Malibu, this will be the
sixty-eight-year-old Peter Pan’s first mar-
riage. Smartly played by Michael Douglas,
he defensively notes that the rather nice
young lady is almost all of thirty-two.

Relating that detail to a sexy female
celebrant at one point in the bacchanalian
free-for-all that ensues once the party week-
end builds up a head of steam engenders a
response literally out of the mouth of a
babe: “Ooh, you must be very rich.”

Hmm, there’s the rub, and you don’t
need the Oracle of Delphi to surmise that
we’re probably going to find out just what
exactly has caused Billy’s irking form of
arrested development. Psst…it’s also a key
to the love-hate enmity he and Paddy share.

 Serving as catalyst, mascot and mother
confessor, Mary Steenburgen is endear-
ingly swell as Diana, the retired tax attor-
ney-turned-lounge singer who falls in with
the boys. She is quickly smitten with their
history. And wouldn’t you just know it,
Billy and Paddy’s competitiveness is re-
vived. All of which begs the question, who
will get the gal this time?

Yes indeed, aside from the slight twist
this subplot provides, you pretty much
know what to expect from the affable crew.
But while usually a detriment in storytelling,
truth is you wouldn’t have their mutual
epiphany delivered any other way.

Oh sure, the film’s currency would rise
in value if writer Dan Fogelman (“Cars”)
had managed to mine something truly novel
about aging and enduring friendship. How-
ever, while younger audiences might not
see the value in revisiting what they already
know about their grandpa, those for whom
this film is intended will more than likely be
willing to forgo a little haute cinema in
return for some warmhearted and knowing
affirmation.

Whether Messrs. De Niro, Freeman,
Douglas and Kline remind of the buddies
you have or wish you had, it’s nice laughing
both at and with them whilst appreciating
yet one more wondrous passage in the
bittersweet pageant of life. And despite the
implied finality in the title’s play on words,
should fortune provide for a “Last Vegas,
Again” and it’s showing during the day not
too far from the old age home, I look
forward to reviewing it.

…
“Last Vegas,” rated PG-13, is a CBS

Films release directed by Jon Turteltaub
and stars Robert De Niro, Morgan Free-
man, Michael Douglas and Kevin Kline.
Running time: 105 minutes

Photo courtesy of Master Gardener T.J. Karns
THANK YOU, GRANTORS!…Veteran Union County Master Gardener and
“Pin Party” hostess Joanne Krueger of Scotch Plains shared cake and gratitude
with members of the Westfield Service League (WSL) at the Master Gardeners’
25th Annual Recognition (“Pin”) Party on September 24. Pictured, left to right,
are: WSL President Daria Olson, Treasurer Cathy Kattak, Ms. Krueger and
volunteer Mary Kay Danskin represented WSL, which is one of the local non-
profit groups that have donated generously to the Master Gardeners over the
years.
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WHS to Present
Metamorphoses

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School Theatre Department will
present Metamorphoses in the West-
field High School auditorium, located
at 550 Dorian Road, Westfield, on
Thursday, November 14, at 4 p.m.;
Friday, November 15, at 7:30 p.m.;
and Saturday, November 16, at 7:30
p.m.

The scenes - from the greed of
King Midas to the love of Eros and
Psyche - take place in and around a
large pool of water built into the
stage. General admission tickets are
$10 at the door.

SP-F Arts Association
Meeting and Bus Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts As-
sociation will meet Thursday, No-
vember 21, at the Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, which is located on the
grounds of Fanwood’s Borough Hall,
facing Watson Road, Fanwood.

The guest speaker will be Salvatore
Calcaterra, who will talk about the
artist Vermeer, the masterpieces he
painted, and the period and history
of Dutch paintings.

Salvatore Calcaterra was born and
raised in Bayonne. He attended
NJCU where he earned a Bachelors
and Masters degree in History and
English education. He taught En-
glish, Communications and Mythol-
ogy in the Woodbridge Township
secondary school system and is cur-
rently an adjunct professor at Saint
Peters University where he is teach-
ing Art History. Mr. Calcaterra has
traveled extensively around the
world where he visits museums and
sites of historical importance. His
teaching and travel experience com-
bined with his omnivorous curios-
ity have all contributed to a very
successful and rewarding career.

On display will be two pastel
paintings by former students of
Sandra Cerchio: they are studies of
“The Girl With a Pearl Earring” and
“The Milkmaid.” Sandra Cerchio is
the president of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Arts Association and
teaches semi-private art classes to
both children and adults.

Members of the Arts Association
are currently reading “The Girl With
a Pearl Earring” by Tracy Cheva-
lier. At the November meeting there
will be a discussion of the book and
the period in which Vermeer
painted.

On Thursday, December 12, the
SPFAA is organizing a bus trip to
the Frick Collection in New York
City. The bus leaves at 9 a.m. (res-
ervation to the museum is at 11 a.m.).
Price is $30 for transportation and
must be submitted by Thursday, No-
vember 21. Museum admission is
$20/$15 seniors 65 and older. On
display is Vermeer’s “Girl With a
Pearl Earring,” and other 17 Century
Dutch masters. Send your check for
$30 to SPFAA, P.O. Box 151, Fan-
wood, NJ 07023.

Summit Playhouse
Announces Auditions

SUMMIT - The Summit Playhouse
announced the second production of its
2014 season, The Last Night of Ballyhoo
Open auditions will be held on Thursday,
November 21, at 7 p.m. and Saturday,
November 23, at 4 p.m. at the playhouse,
10 New England Avenue in Summit.
Callbacks will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 30, at 4 p.m. Production dates are
February 21 and March 9. Rehearsals
begin the first week of January.

Director Sherrie Ahlin requests that
actors be familiar with the script. She is
seeking seven actors to fill the major
roles (three males and four females).
Auditions will start with cold readings
from sides provided in small groups.

Character breakdown is as follows:
Adolf Freitag - Never married,  owner of
Dixie Bedding and former president of
The Standard Club. He is welcoming and
open with new employee, Joe Farkas;
brutally caustic with widowed sister, Boo
Levy, and sentimental and loving with
favorite niece, Sunny.

Boo Levy - Boo is a force of nature.
Keenly aware of social status, and unsat-
isfied with her own fate, she relentlessly
pushes her daughter into a relationship
with a young man from a suitable south-
ern family. Depending on who she is
talking to, Boo is either acerbic or warm
as sugar.

Lala Levy - In her 20s, Lala is imma-
ture for her age. When a sorority rejected

her, her humiliation drives her to return
home. She is an insecure, self-obsessed
bundle of desperate energy.

Reba Freitag - The widow of Alfred
and Boo’s late brother. While Reba can
appear ditzy, she is colorful and wise in
her own way.

Sunny Freitag - Sunny is smart, warm,
intelligent, and very much attached to her
uncle and mother and is a successful
student at Wellesley.

Joe Farkas - A young, dapper New
Yorker immediately senses that he is a
fish out of water. Inherently proud of his
Jewish heritage, he doesn’t know what to
make of the Freitag’s Christmas tree and
Lala’s boasts of being the only Jews on
the street. An outspoken intellectual, Joe
is also a romantic. Sunny and Joe are the
play’s love interest.

Peachy Weil - Part of the prominent
Louisiana Weils, shares none of Lala’s
insecurity, Peachy is equally immature.
He thinks cruel jokes are funny. It doesn’t
occur to Peachy that Joe would take of-
fense at being identified as “the other
kind.”

The Summit Playhouse has an open
call casting policy. All roles are open,
none are pre-cast, and everyone is en-
couraged to audition. Call Petra Krugel at
(908) 514-1989 or email
krugs1302@gmail.com. For directions
or additional information, visit
www.summitplayhouse.org.
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Nutcracker 50 th 

Annual Season

Saturday, November 23, 2013 - 2pm
Union County Performing Arts Center - Main Stage, Rahway, NJ arballet.org

At any moment, a great moment.®

CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING AT
SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB

TWO GREAT
DINING OPTIONS
Room With A View

Relax in the Grill Room while
taking in our beautiful view.

or
Warm & Cozy

Enjoy the Living Room with
a natural wood burning fireplace.

�
Adults: $45.00

Children 7-12: $22.00
Children 3-6: $12.00

Plus NJ tax & service charge
Attire: Country Club Casual
Reservations cancelled within

48 hours will incur a 50% charge.

A portion of the day's
proceeds will be donated to

Imagine
A center for coping with loss

TRADITIONAL FAMILY THANKSGIVING BUFFET

�
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH • SEATINGS AT 3:00PM, 4:00PM & 5:00PM

1607 Shackamaxon Drive
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908.233.1300 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com
For reservations contact Amanda Maloney

908 233-1300 Ext. 1203 or email
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

Menu

SOUPS & SALADS
Roasted Parsnip Soup
Sprouted Quinoa Salad

Green Bean Salad

Shackamaxon Salad Bar
Mixed Baby Greens • Tomato • Cucumber

Peppers • Olives • Feta • Carrots • Mushrooms
Dried Cranberries • Garbanzo Beans • Croutons

Balsamic Vinaigrette • Ranch Dressing

ENTREES
Pan Seared Salmon

Cipollini Onions & Thyme Sage

Five-Cheese Ravioli
Sundried Tomato & Pesto Cream Sauce

CARVING STATION
Butter & Herb Slow Roasted Turkey

Cranberry Orange Chutney • Traditional Gravy

Garlic & Rosemary Crusted Prime Rib
Creamy Horseradish Sauce & Red Wine Sauce

SIDES
Homestyle Mashed Potatoes & Gravy

Sweet Potatoes with Fluff
Roasted Acorn Squash • Sweet Baby Carrots

Chicken Sausage & Raisin-Fennel Bread Stuffing
Classic Cornbread Stuffing

Root Vegetables & Brussels Sprouts

KID’S BUFFET
Chicken Tenders • Macaroni & Cheese • Waffle Fries

DESSERT
Pumpkin, Pecan and Apple Pies • Seasonal Cookies

Rugelach • Ice Cream Bar

WAA  to Host ‘Portrait/Figure
Painting in Oils’ by Ricardo Roig

American Repertory Ballet Brings
Nutcracker to Patriots Theater

Essex Water Color
Club to Host Jane Lux
LIVINGSTON – The Essex Water

Color Club will present a watercolor
painting demonstration by Jane Lux
on December 8, from 2-4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Community Cen-
ter (204 Hillside Avenue, Livingston).

Ms. Lux is a signature member of
the New Jersey Watercolor Society
and will be working on a floral dem-
onstration. More of her work can be
viewed at www.janelux.com. Re-
freshments will be served.

The demo is open to the public and
is free to members and $5 for non-
members and guests. For more infor-
mation, contact (973) 994-1597 or
visit www.ewcclub.com.

TRENTON – American Repertory
Ballet’s (ARB) 50th Annual Nut-
cracker production will come to Pa-
triots Theater at the War Memorial in
Trenton on Saturday, December 7, at
1 and 4:30 p.m. The company has
been performing its Nutcracker at
this theater for over 20 years.

American Repertory Ballet’s cur-
rent version of Nutcracker, choreo-
graphed by Artistic Director Douglas
Martin, with additional choreogra-
phy by Resident Choreographer Mary
Barton, features the Act I Party and
Battle scenes from Estey’s original
production. This year, there will be a
brand new growing Christmas tree,
designed by Carl Sprague.

ARB’s Nutcracker is a special op-

portunity for select students from
Princeton Ballet School to join the
professional company on stage. Many
are from the Trenton and Princeton
areas.

After the 1 p.m. performance, there
will be a special chance for audience
members to meet costumed charac-
ters. Princeton Ballet School Direc-
tor Mary Pat Robertson will moder-
ate a discussion with the dancers.
Audience members will have the
opportunity to ask questions and to
request autographs.

For tickets to these Trenton perfor-
mances, call (877) 987-6487 or visit
www.nj.gov/state/memorial.

ARB will be holding a reception in
Princeton in honor of its 50th Nut-

cracker season. The “Celebrate the
Legacy” reception to be held at The
Nassau Club on Saturday, November
30, at 7 p.m., will feature gourmet
hors d’oeuvres prepared by The
Nassau Club Chef Brian Dougherty,
a 50/50 raffle, an auction, displays of
photos and mementos from the
company’s past 50 years of Nut-
cracker, and more. For information
about this event, including menu
items, and a downloadable event in-
vitation, visit www.arballet.org/ARB/
Nutcracker.

Also in Princeton, ARB will host
its annual “Nutcracker Sweets” party
on Friday, November 29, at 3:15 p.m.
– between the 1 and 4:30 p.m. perfor-
mances at McCarter Theatre.

At “Nutcracker Sweets,” families
can enjoy homemade treats; tea, cof-
fee, and hot cocoa served in china
teacups; story time; and free photos
with costumed characters. Tickets for
“Nutcracker Sweets” are sold sepa-
rately from performance tickets, but
they are also available by calling the
McCarter box office at (609) 258-
ARTS (2787). Contact Naomi
Levecchia with any questions bey
emailing nlevecchia@arballet.org or
call (732) 249-1254 ext. 25.

Nutcracker 50th anniversary spon-
sorships, partnerships, and tickets to
the “Celebrate the Legacy” recep-
tion at The Nassau Club are still
available. For information about
these opportunities and about tick-
ets to this reception, please contact
ARB Director of Development
Naomi Levecchia for more details
and to get involved call (732) 249-
1254 ext. 25 or email
nlevecchia@arballet.org.

Photo courtesy of George Jones
THE NUTCRACKER...American Repertory Ballet’s (ARB) 50th Annual Nut-
cracker production will come to Patriots Theater at the War Memorial in Trenton
on Saturday, December 7, at 1 and 4:30 p.m. Pictured is “Wave in Snow,” a scene
from the Nutcracker.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, No-
vember 17, the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation will host “Portrait/Figure
Painting in Oils” by Westfield’s own
Ricardo Roig.

Mr. Roig, an art instructor at
Westfield’s McKinley and Lincoln
Elementary Schools, stated, “To
ease in struggling with execution of
art, the artist must remind oneself
of the reason they are creating their
work, of its unique inspirational
sensations. Easily put, the art must
be about something other than its
materials. Rendering an image to
the point of exactness does not make
a painting. A painting is formed
when the oil paint is tamed and
pushed around to the point where it
transcends into something alive,
something greater than just oil paint
and canvas. Not only do I want my
art to speak to its viewer, convey
and celebrate the very human emo-
tions I share with them, but trans-
port them into this world, this fourth
dimension, and hold their attention
through my evocative use of color-
shapes and line.”

Mr. Roig further stated, “Art is
my elevated form of communica-
tion and allows me to express and
understand my emotions in hopes

of finding peace. I hope my art
uplifts, sometimes challenges
people to think, but always reminds
us of our shared humanity in this
natural world for which we are all
born into.”

Additional information on Mr.
Roig’s art may be found on his
website at www.ricardoroig.com.

The demonstration is open to the
public. There will be a fee of $10
per person for individuals who are
not current members of the West-
field Art Association on the date of
the meeting. Admission is free to
students under 18 with student iden-
tification. Membership applications
are available on the Westfield Art
Association website at
www.westfieldartassociation.org/
members.

The demonstration will be held
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 E. Broad Street, West-
field. Light refreshments served.
The Community Room is handi-
capped-accessible. The Westfield
Art Association is a 501[c]3 orga-
nization under the Internal Rev-
enue Regulations and donations are
tax-deductible to the extent allowed
by law.

ENCORE...On Sunday, November 17, the Westfield Art Association will host
“Portrait/Figure Painting in Oils” by Westfield’s own Ricardo Roig. Pictured,
“Encore” is an oil on canvas by Mr. Roig.

Town Book Store Hosts
Author Joanne Rojappi

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store will host Union County Clerk
and author Joanne Hamilton
Rojappi on Saturday, November 16,
from 2 - 4 p.m.

At the beginning of the Civil War,
New Brunswick was positioned at
the transportation and manufactur-
ing hub of New Jersey. Many of the
city’s young men exchanged manu-
facturing equipment for rifles, and
those whom they left behind wit-
nessed the war through letters from
their sons, brothers and husbands.
Patriotism, a longing to earn more
money and adventure lured these
“Brunswick Boys”—close friends
and coworkers—to enlist.

Their recollections offer insights
into everyday life in New Jersey
during the war — New Brunswick’s
factory system, education and medi-
cine.

These letters also reveal their
struggles to survive amid battles
and close encounters with death
that so many soldiers faced, as well
as their difficult transition back to
civilian life. Local author Joanne
Hamilton Rajoppi presents the fas-
cinating stories of “New Brunswick
and the Civil War,” gleaned from
the letters of those who experienced
it.

Joanne Hamilton Rajoppi, a
former journalist, is a history afi-
cionado. Serving as a trustee of the
Union County Historical Society,
she currently chairs the county’s
Civil War Sesquicentennial Exhibit
and is the author of several pam-
phlets and calendars detailing the
history of the region. A lifelong
resident of New Jersey, she loves
the rich history of the area and its
people. She serves as the county
clerk of Union County and is a
former mayor of her hometown.

Meet Joanne Rajoppi at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy “New
Brunswick and the Civil War.”

New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra to Present Family Concert

NEW PROVIDENCE - The New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will perform “Just So Sto-
ries” and “Carnival of the Animals”
in the Orchestra’s 2013 Family Con-
cert, at Summit High School on
Sunday, November 24, at 3 p.m.
Admission is free.

WQXR’s Elliott Forrest serves as
narrator for both of these works. In
addition to conducting his original
composition “Just So Stories,” a
musical retelling of the Rudyard
Kipling book, Conductor Warren
Cohen will lead the orchestra in the
Overture to Erich Korngold’s pan-
tomime-ballet, The Snowman ,
which the child prodigy wrote at
age 11. The program continues with
selections from Jean-Philippe
Rameau’s sparkling opera, Achante
et Céphise, written in 1751 to cel-
ebrate the birth of the Duke of Bur-
gundy, brother of King Louis XVI.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Varia-
tions on a Rococo Theme, features
the outstanding 17-year old cellist,
Zachary Mowitz, NJIO’s Young Art-
ist Concerto Competition Winner.
Under the direction of Gavin
Davies, NJIO’s Intermezzo orches-
tra will perform Camille Saint-
Saëns’s Carnival of the Animals.

Zachary Mowitz, a senior at
Princeton High School, infuses his
lovely tone in a colorful rendition
of the Tchaikovsky work. Zachary
studies jointly at Juilliard Pre-Col-
lege and with a cellist from the
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln
Center. He has performed as a solo-
ist numerous times with orchestras
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
including the Monmouth and Sum-
mit Symphonies, the Newton Cham-
ber Orchestra and the Bravura Phil-

harmonic, among others. The Young
Artist Concerto Competition is
sponsored by Robert Ames, Fine
Violins and Bows,
LLC. in Fort Lee,
Main Violin in Fort
Lee and K and S Mu-
sic in Berkeley
Heights. Zachary, the
first prize winner, will
receive a custom Ames
bow or $500 furnished
by Robert Ames Bows
and a $200 gift certifi-
cate from K & S Music.

NJIO Family Con-
certs are designed for
children and their families, provid-
ing an opportunity for families to
spend quality time together while
enjoying popular classical music.
A fun and free activity after the

concert is the instrument petting
zoo, where kids can discover their
“inner musician” by trying out

child-sized orchestral
instruments with the as-
sistance of orchestra
musicians. This event
is sponsored by K & S
Music. NJIO is com-
mitted to ensuring that
all programs and con-
certs are accessible to
everyone.

For more informa-
tion regarding the con-
cert, or to inquire about
patron services, contact

Mary Beth Sweet at (908) 603-7691
or info@njio.org.

Summit High School is located at
125 Kent Place Boulevard in Sum-
mit.

FUTURE MUSICIAN…Eric Jacobson, a cellist with New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra for eight years, and his mom, Judy, help a young participant play the
cello at last year’s Instrument Petting Zoo.

Zachary Mowitz
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback John
Oblachinski and the Cranford High
School football team had the
North Plainfield Canucks guess-
ing incorrectly on Senior Night in
North Plainfield and came up with
a 28-6 victory on November 8.

Oblachinski crippled the
Canucks with a steady running
game but definitely “threw” them
off-guard with touchdown (TD)
passes of 55 yards and 14 yards
to wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
and a 48-yard TD strike to run-
ning back Luke Christiano, who
also had a three-yard TD run.

The 6-3 Cougars totaled 179
rushing yards and Oblachinski
had 145 of them on 17 carries.
Oblachinski completed four
passes for 123 yards, which in-
cluded the three touchdown
passes.

But it was the Cougars’ defense
that really kept the Canucks in
check with a pair of interceptions
(lineman Mike Pastor and
McCaffrey), a fumble recovery
by Colin Scanlon and numerous
sacks or throws for losses involv-
ing lineman Brian Bruns, defen-
sive end Steve Baglieri and line-
backer/co-captain Rob
Delsandro. The only touchdown
that the Canucks had was not at
the expense of the Cougars’ de-
fense, it had come on a Donavin
Walker fumble that was picked
up at the Cougar 44 and run in for
the score.

The Canucks had one long drive
that involved 20 plays got as far

as the Cranford 11, but two
straight sacks ended the threat
and the Cougars took over at
their 20.

“We stuck with our reads and
just do what we do. A bunch of
mistakes we made. I got on our
team to keep pushing. Our goal

was to have a defensive shutout
today, and that’s what we did,”
Delsandro said.

The Canucks attempted to pass
nine times but three of the four
completions were read perfectly
by defensive back Kevin Trotter,
who stopped them within a yard

of the line of scrimmage.
“He’s a really good player. He’s

heads-up all the time,” Delsandro
commented.

Trotter led the team with 11
tackles, followed by Christiano
with 10, Scanlon with nine and
linebacker Niko Cappello with
seven.

The Cougars scored on their
first series, taking seven plays
and ending with Christiano’s

three-yard TD run. With 4:11 left
in the first quarter, Oblachinski
spotted Christiano all alone in
the middle and made the con-
nection for the 48-yard TD to
make the score, 14-0.

With 4:01 left in the half,
Canuck Celcean Tucker-Grimes
scooped up Oblachinski’s fumble
and turned it into a TD. The two-
point conversion attempt failed.
The next big sting came with
2:01 remaining in the half.
McCaffrey was wide open down
the middle and Oblachinski pin-
pointed his throw for the 55-
yard TD. Troy Ketler booted his
third point after to make the
score, 21-6.

The third quarter consisted of
two Cougar fumbles recovered
by the Canucks and McCaffrey’s
interception returned to the
Canuck 39 to help set up the next
TD. Six plays later, the
Oblachinski-to-McCaffrey 14-
yard TD connection burned the
Canucks once again.

“That’s what the play is de-
signed to do. We had man cover-
age and they had no safety over
the top. So I broke for the post.
It was wide open. We figured if it
worked once, it would work twice,
and I was open again. It worked
well and John threw a good ball,”
McCaffrey said.

“We knew that they were going
to play man against us. We
thought we had some advan-
tages with that. Our wide receiv-
ers got open and I threw some
passes and they scored. We
played alright offensively some
times, but to do good in the
playoffs, we got to be more con-
sistent. We got to hold onto the
football,” Oblachinski said.

Coming into the game, the Cou-
gars were considered underdogs
in one media prediction.

“We don’t really focus on that
too much. We just focus on win-
ning the game. We knew we had
a good game plan, and we were
going to come out on top. We

OBLACHINSKI CONNECTS TO McCAFFREY FOR 2 TDs; CHRISTIANO TD RECEPTION, TD RUN

Cougar Footballers ‘Outwit’ N. Plainfield Canucks, 28-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ELUDING A CANUCK…Cougar receiver Jack McCaffrey, No. 16, had touchdown receptions of 55 yards and 14 yards
against the North Plainfield Canucks on November 8. Cranford won, 28-6.

CONTINUED ON PAGE NEXT PAGE
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know inside as a team that we
are going to do what we have to
do,” McCaffrey said.

The Cougars may be pitted to
play at Palisades Park in the first
round of the North Jersey, Sec-

tion 2, Group 3 tournament this
weekend, so serious practices
would begin right away in prepa-

ration.
“Playoffs begins on Monday, so

we will be ready,” Oblachinski

said.
Cranford 14   7   0   7 28
N. Plainfield   0   6   0   0 6
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seedings meant nothing in the
minds of the eighth-seeded West
Essex High School girls soccer
Knights when they marched into
Memorial Field in Cranford on
November 7 and pulled off a
stunning 4-2 penalty kicks (PK)
shootout victory over the top-
seeded Lady Cougars in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament.

The irony was that the 17-2-1
Cougars controlled possession
throughout the majority of the
game, especially in the two 10-
minute overtime periods. The
Lady Cougars nearly ended the
struggle with four minutes re-
maining in the first overtime
when they penetrated the

Knights’ six-yard area and
launched a series of shots, only
to have them deflected by a
defender or goalkeeper Amanda
Masterson.

The Cougars nearly ended it
again in the second overtime
when Anne Gunther crossed to
senior co-captain Mairead
McKeary, who was at pointblank
range from Masterson, who man-
aged to clear the ball. In the all
the confusion, McKeary stumbled
over the goal and was tempo-
rarily injured, forcing her to come
off the field.

“I thought that we came out
and we were the better team
today. Unfortunately, we were
not able to put away our oppor-
tunities. And when you let it
come down to PK’s, it could be
anybody’s game. We didn’t have
the luck on our side today,” Cou-

gar Head Coach Jen Michewicz
said.

The Cougars took five mean-
ingful shots on goal in the first
half and the second one meant a
lot when Alexa Aldredge knocked
the ball into the net after a long
throw-in from Jenna Ellenbacher
with 28:15 on the clock. McKeary
followed up with a pair of shots
that Masterson saved, then later
McKeary made a charge
downfield, forcing Masterson to
charge and make a crucial stop.

In the first half, Cougar goal-
keeper Megan Pringle made two
saves, but neither shots were
particularly considered threaten-
ing, but she was put to the test
and added two strong saves as
the 8-10-4 Knights took the ini-
tiative for the first eight minutes
of the second half. McKeary broke
that streak with a breakaway run

ALDREDGE HITS GOAL IN FIRST HALF.; McKEARY, DeMARS CONNECT IN PK SHOOT OUT

Knights Stun Lady Cougars in Sectional Soccer Shootout
down the left center, but her shot
was deflected by a defender.

The Knights took one more shot
on goal and made good on it with
14:13 remaining in regulation
when Erica Perrotta, assisted by
Emily Valerian, made a sliding
push to roll the ball over the line
and knot the score. The Cougars,
however, took several shots on
goal and with Aldredge’s and
McKeary’s close encounters with
Masterson and her Knights de-
fenders just a few feet away from
the goal nearly ended the game,
but the 1-1 tie forced overtime.

“I don’t think they outplayed us
in the second half. They had one
play that they were able to dribble
through our center and get us on
our heels a little bit,” Coach
Michewicz said.

The Knights got the first oppor-
tunity in the penalty kick phase

and Perrotta drilled her shot into
the middle left corner. McKeary
knotted the score with a shot into
the upper left corner. Pringle
made a diving save of Jaime
Dellasanti’s shot, but the Knights’
alternate keeper stopped Ana
DiGiovanni’s PK.

Emma Faust gave the Knights a
2-1 lead with a shot into the
upper right corner, but Hanna
DeMars tied it with her right-side
shot. Knight Jenna Salluce bur-
ied her shot then Ellenbacher
missed to the right. Nina Sisco
drilled her shot into the upper
right corner to clinch the match
with a 4-2 edge in PK’s and to
advance the Knights to the semi-
finals.
W. Essex 0 1 0 0 (4) 1
Cranford 1 0 0 0 (2) 1

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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West Essex Lady Knights Stun Cranford Cougars in Soccer Quarterfinal Round Shootout
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Westfield Blue Devils Roll Past Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Football Showdown, 41-28

More photos

on next page
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Westfield Blue Devils Roll Past Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Football Showdown, 41-28

See photos by Charles Mullrooney

On next page
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Blue Devils Roll Past SP-F Raider Footballers, 41-28 – Photos by Charles Mullrooney
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Blue Devil Soccer Boys ‘Erase’ Columbia Cougars in Sectional Quarterfinal Round, 7-0
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council-
man Jim Mathieu asked for a reso-
lution at Tuesday night’s council
meeting in support of a state As-
sembly bill to rein in sick day
payouts for public employees.

The bill, sponsored by Assem-
blywoman Caroline Casagrande
(R-11th, Freehold), was intro-
duced into the Legislature last
year but has languished in com-
mittee. Mr. Mathieu is hoping to
spur action on the measure.

The bill would end the practice
of allowing public employees to
accrue sick time that is paid as a
lump sum upon retirement, which
has cost municipalities – includ-
ing Garwood earlier this year –
thousands of dollars. The prac-
tice makes it difficult for munici-
palities to stay within the state’s
2-percent property-tax cap, Asw.
Casagrande has said.

“Sick days are not meant to be
used as a financial windfall at the
end of a career,” she said in a press
release. “And taxpayers certainly
cannot afford to pay municipal
workers who aren’t working.”

In April, Garwood council mem-
bers voted to approve a “special
emergency appropriation” of
$88,250 to pay the unused sick
and vacation time as well as a
“terminal leave” payment to re-
tiring police Captain James Pipala.
The resolution allowed for the
borrowing of the money that
would pay Mr. Pipala in two in-
stallments, and allow the bor-
ough to spread the debt, at 1.25-
percent interest, over the
borough’s budget for the next
five years.

Mr. Mathieu voted no, com-
plaining about “paying people not
to work” and also disliking the
acquisition of more debt.

“I believe that public employees
should only use sick days for oc-
casions when they are ill and can-
not report to work,” Mr. Mathieu
said in an e-mail Tuesday night.
“It is a testament to the profound

shift in our culture that this con-
cept is now somehow controver-
sial as accrued sick days have
morphed into a property right.”

He said while he believes the bill
does not go far enough in many
respects, most likely to appease
Democrats, it is a step in the right
direction.

In other meeting news, Garwood
has met with Westfield and Union
County representatives about
sharing emergency dispatch ser-
vices, according to Council Presi-
dent Sara Todisco. The issue,
which was originally under the
police committee, is now being
handled by the finance commit-
tee as members seek to hire an
outside consultant to obtain an
estimate as to what the cost would
be and if or how much the bor-

ough would save. Mr. Mathieu
pressed the committee to also
look into sharing dispatch ser-
vices with Cranford and hiring
another police officer.

The laws and licenses commit-
tee is looking into leasing parking
spaces in Kennedy Plaza to com-
muters, Councilwoman Ann
Palmer said. She said she is not
sure how many spaces the bor-
ough should rent or for how much.
She hopes to have a recommen-
dation at the next meeting. NJ
Transit has encouraged Garwood
to make commuter parking avail-
able in order to have trains stop
more frequently in the borough.

Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said he still has not
received a schedule of work from
New Jersey American Water Com-
pany. He said he will set up a
meeting to obtain the list of projects
and approximate dates. Some resi-
dents have complained they were
not notified until the day of the
work. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
she received an e-mail from one
citizen complaining that the water
was cut off mid-shower.

Leaf pickup is on schedule.
Warnings have been issued to
residents for leaves left in the
street, according to Ms. Todisco,
who read Councilman Bill
Nierstedt’s report. Mr. Nierstedt
was absent from the meeting.

It was noted that NJ Transit is
installing another bus shelter on
North Avenue near Sovereign
Bank.

Council members approved the
applications of four grants to
Union County for the following:
senior citizen program, senior
citizen transportation, the Senior
Citizen Handyman Program and
the redevelopment study.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced
that representatives from the
borough’s Office of Emergency
Management will be at the Tues-
day, November 26 meeting to
answer questions about hurri-
cane preparation. The presenta-
tion has been postponed twice.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RECONNAISSANCE VEHICLE...Frank Eichenlaub, left, and Jack White,
members of the Military Transportation Association of New Jersey, admire a
1945 Willys Jeep and a 1968 Jeep ambulance at the Hanson House in Cranford
on Saturday in conjunction withVeterans Day.

Cranford Announces New
Administrator, Promotions

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —The Township
Committee Tuesday announced
it has hired Terrence Wall as its
new township adminis-
trator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett, who an-
nounced his resignation
in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington
for six years as adminis-
trator before taking the
post in Cranford, which
will begin Saturday, No-
vember 16. By resolu-
tion, the committee des-
ignated Mr. Wall as a Qualified
Purchasing Agent and authorized
a bid threshold of $36,000.

Each commissioner, the mayor
and the township clerk thanked
Mr. Hartnett for his service to the
township.

“He has put us on the path we
need to be on,” Commissioner

Andis Kalnins said of Mr. Hartnett.
The committee, by resolution,

authorized the advancement of
Jonathan Wojcik to the rank of
lieutenant in the Cranford Fire

Department. Two dis-
patchers were hired by
resolution for the po-
lice department. Jenni-
fer Burns was appointed
to the new position of
Purchasing Agent/Fi-
nancial Specialist in the
Department of Finance.
Jennifer Kobliska was
promoted to the Assis-
tant to the Township

Administrator and was reap-
pointed as Registrar of Vital Sta-
tistics.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture awarded the township a
$400,000 grant and the County
of Union a $100,000 grant to de-
snag the Rahway River in the

Terrence Wall

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GW Discusses Sick Payouts, Share Dispatch with WF

Garwood Knights
Launch Toy Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are con-
ducting their annual Toy Drive
through December. Donations of
brand-new, unwrapped toys on
behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Ser-
vice Center in Elizabeth can be
dropped off after 4 p.m. week-
days at their Council Hall, lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood, opposite PathMark. On
weekends, individuals are asked
to first call (908) 789-9809. Park-
ing is available behind the build-
ing off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes).

Visitors are asked to use the
side-door entrance. Monetary
donations may be made payable
to “The Garwood K of C Toy
Drive,” Attention: Keith
Gallagher.

The Knights request that people
not donate toys depicting vio-
lence, guns, dolls exploiting
women, or old stuffed animals.
For more information, call the
Knights after 4 p.m. at (908)
789-9809 or Keith Gallagher at
(908) 789-0931.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, November 14, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EARNING RECOGNITION…Nelson Dittman and Bob Hopkins of the United
Way of Cranford were awarded with a resolution announcing this week as United
Way of Cranford Week. Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. presents the resolution.

township, Mr. Hartnett said. The
grant will aid in removing fallen
trees and debris from the river,
Mr. Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader. He said it would help
reduce flooding in “smaller
storms.”

The permit by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection for the de-silting of
the river is pending, Mr. Hartnett
said. He expects it to be permit-
ted and for bids to go out in
January.

The township is awaiting a green
light from Conrail to move for-
ward on its improvement to the
Hillside tunnel, Mr. Hartnett said.

Commissioner Ed O’Malley said
the township received its official
re-certification for being a sus-
tainable community. The town-
ship first received its certifica-
tion by Sustainable Jersey in
2010.

Mr. O’Malley also made com-
munity announcements. There will
be a ceremony at the community
center Saturday, November 16,
beginning at 2 p.m. by the
Cranford Historic Preservation
Advisory Board for the install-
ment of the Roosevelt School fire-
place that was preserved. The
board will have a meeting on
Monday, November 18, at 7:30
p.m. to discuss the historic desig-
nation of the Crane-Phillips House.
The Cranford Townwide Family

Dinner to raise awareness of the
risks of drug addiction and alco-
holism in teens will be held at St.
Michael’s Church on Monday, No-
vember 25, at 7 p.m.

The committee also authorized
by resolution an amendment to
the agreement with attorney Jef-
frey Surenian for legal services
in connection with the Birchwood
Development litigation, for addi-

Clair Connolly, 80, Worked For AT&T;
Was History and Poetry Enthusiast

Clair Connor Connolly, 80, of
Garwood died peacefully on Tues-
day, November 5, 2013, with her
family at her bedside.

A native of Philadelphia, she
had lived in Bala Cynwyd, Pa. as
a child and spent her high school
years in Wildwood Crest. Clair
played basketball at Immaculata
College, worked as a traffic su-
pervisor for AT&T and was an
avid student of history, poetry
and antique furniture.

After stints in Houston, Detroit,
New York City, Middletown, N.J.
and Virginia Beach, she settled in
Westfield, where she lived for 25
years before moving to Garwood
five years ago.

She is survived by her husband
of 48 years, William G. Connolly,
Jr., and three children, William
G. III of Maplewood, Kathleen of

Providence, R.I. and Harold of
Washington, D.C. She also is
survived by three grandchildren,
Claire, William IV and Nora; two
sisters, Marie Smith and Marga-
ret Levering, and dozens of nieces
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, November
9, at St. Anne’s Church in
Garwood.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Family Emer-
gency Fund, The Learning Com-
munity, 21 Lincoln Avenue, Cen-
tral Falls, R.I. 02863 or to the
Community Food Bank of New
Jersey, 31 Evans Terminal, Hill-
side, N.J. 07205.

November 14, 2013

– Obituaries –

Cranford Announces New Administrator, Promotions
tional funds to continue the ap-
peal. These additional funds were
budgeted for, Commissioner
O’Malley said.

At the start of the meeting,
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. an-
nounced this week as United Way
of Cranford Week. United Way of
Cranford is seeking donations to
support its human care services
in the community.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will present
Linda J. Barth, author of “The
Garden State: Where Ideas
Grow, A History of Inventing in
New Jersey: From Thomas
Edison to the Ice Cream Cone,”
on Sunday, November 24, from
2 to 4 p.m. at the Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in
Cranford. The program will be-
gin at 2:15 p.m.

Many Americans are familiar
with Thomas Edison’s “inven-
tion factory” in Menlo Park,
where he patented the phono-
graph, the light bulb and many
more innovations. Yet many
other ideas have grown in the
Garden State, too. New
Jerseyans brought sound and
music to movies and built the
very first drive-in theater. In
addition to the first cultivated
blueberry, treats like ice cream
cones and M&M’s® are Jersey
natives. Iconic aspects of
American life, like Bubble
Wrap®, the boardwalk, the
Band-Aid® and even profes-
sional baseball itself started in
New Jersey. The vacuum
cleaner, plastic and air-condi-
tioning, as well as many other
important advances in medi-
cine and surgery, also were

developed here.
During her program, Ms. Barth

will explore groundbreaking,
useful, fun and even silly inven-
tions and their New Jersey roots.

Ms. Barth is a retired fourth-
grade teacher who lives in
Somerville. She has served on
the boards of Celebrate New
Jersey, the Raritan-Millstone
Heritage Alliance and the D&R
Canal Watch, and currently is
executive director of the League
of Historical Societies of New
Jersey. She is the author of
“Bridgetender’s Boy,” “The
Delaware and Raritan Canal”
and “The Delaware and Raritan
Canal at Work” and has contrib-
uted to the “Encyclopedia of
New Jersey.”

Space is limited, so reserva-
tions are required. To reserve
a seat, call the Historical
Society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or e-mai l
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but do-
nations are always welcomed.

The Society has been dedi-
cated to the perpetuation of
Cranford’s history by continu-
ing to collect and document the
township’s past as it progresses
through the 21st century. For
more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Author Linda Barth to Offer
Look at Jersey Inventions
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Write-In Candidate
Thanks GW Voters

Although I was not listed on the
formal ballot and ran only a write-
in campaign five weeks before
the Garwood Council election, I
graciously thank the voters for
understanding the issue I ran on
and choosing to take on the ef-
fort to vote for me in that light.

Unfortunately, the write-in vote
procedure on the voting machine
creates much frustration. Mov-
ing forward for at least the next
three years, we Garwood resi-
dents hope that each member of
Garwood’s governing body con-
tinue to use common sense, de-
bate and can compromise to bet-
ter the quality of life for us. I wish
incumbent Jim Mathieu and
newly-elected councilman Mike
Martin good luck. I thank The
Pointe association for inviting me
to the council debate; my wife
who puts up with the politics;
and all the involved residents,
volunteers that work toward the
betterment of Garwood.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Martin Thanks
Garwood Voters

It is an honor to be given the
opportunity to serve the resi-
dents of the Borough of Garwood
as a member of the council. The
coming year promises to be one
that holds many new challenges
for the governing body, as times
change so does the manner in
which business is done and so do
the demands on members of the
council.

 I am certainly up to the chal-
lenges and since I have my own
small business based here in the
borough, I will be readily acces-
sible to the residents, the other
council members and the em-
ployees as well and look forward
to working with all of them.

Thank you to those who cast
their ballots for me and thank
you to the team of dedicated
individuals who participated in
the campaign whether their role
was big or small, the sum of the
parts produced results. It is grati-
fying to have their support and
the residents trust.

Councilman-elect Mike Martin
Garwood

POLICE BLOTTER
GARWOOD

Saturday, October 26, Wilson
Tenecota, 35, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
police responded to a report of a
motor vehicle crash in the area of
the 300 block of South Avenue.
Upon arrival, police found that a
2003 Chevy Avalanche, operated
by Tenecota, had rear-ended an-
other motor vehicle. Further in-
vestigation found that there were
empty beer bottles and cans
throughout Tenecota’s vehicle
and that he appeared to be un-
der the influence of alcohol, ac-
cording to police.

Tenecota performed field so-
briety tests at the scene, which
he failed, police said. He was
transported to police headquar-
ters and processed. Tenecota was
charged with multiple motor ve-
hicle summonses, including DWI,
careless driving and having open
containers of alcohol in a motor
vehicle. The driver and occupants
of the other vehicle were not
injured. Tenecota was released
with a court date.

Saturday, October 26, Todd
Huffman, 44, of River Edge was
arrested for having a suspended
driver’s license following a motor
vehicle stop on the 400 block of
South Avenue for equipment vio-
lations. Further investigation
found that the driver, identified
as Huffman, was operating a ve-
hicle with an expired registration
and also was operating the ve-
hicle with a suspended driver’s
license. Huffman was issued sev-
eral summonses and released at
the scene.

Sunday, October 27, Kabir
Nunnally, 44, of Newark has been
charged with burglary, theft and
criminal mischief in connection
with a break-in at a business on
the 300 block of North Avenue,
according to police.

Responding to a report of the
sound of broken glass in the rear
of the business, police found that

the rear window of the business
had been broken and that entry
was made through that window.
Police found that the suspect had
left the scene prior to their ar-
rival. The suspect had been able
to open the cash drawer and
steal $450 before leaving. Video
surveillance of the incident was
recovered and the suspect was
identified as a result of the inves-
tigation. Arrest warrants were
issued and Nunnally remained at
large at the time of this report.

Thursday, October 31, Brianna
Summers, 20, of Newark was
arrested for having a suspended
driver’s license after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue for equipment vio-
lations. Summers was issued
summonses and released at the
scene.

Thursday, October 31, Shakira
Williams, 37, of Newark and
Sawab Wright, 43, of East Or-
ange have been charged in con-
nection with an incident involv-
ing a stolen purse.

On April 22, 2013, police re-
ceived a report of a purse, con-
taining over $630, having been
stolen from a business on the
100 block of North Avenue. Dur-
ing the investigation, video sur-
veillance showed a female came
into the store at the time the
purse went missing. The suspect
distracted the store owner while
a second individual entered
through the rear door and took
the purse. The identity of the
suspects was found through com-
parisons of similar incidents in
other jurisdictions throughout the
state, according to police.

Williams was charged with theft
and currently is in jail on $25,000
bail. Wright also was charged
with theft and a warrant for his
arrest was issued. He was still at
large at the time of this report.

Local Letters to the Editor
Mathieu Happy to Be Returning

For Second Term In Garwood
I am so happy to be returning

to borough council for another
three years. The thought that I
would ever be elected in Garwood
at all on my first run for public
office after only living here in
town and in New Jersey for a-
year-and-a-half seemed only a
pipedream. Now, being reelected
after voting my conscience, tak-
ing on the bureaucracy at Bor-
ough Hall, and not going against
my principles, is a truly humbling
experience and an honor greater
than I deserve.

There is a movement afoot in
Garwood and I am just one of its

messengers. People have been
stepping up to volunteer, con-
tribute, vote and take leadership
positions in Garwood’s GOP. This
election is merely a prelude to
the change we hope to bring to
our local Republican Party and to
the government in Borough Hall.
I will keep fighting for the people
who get up, go to work every
day, and pay the taxes that make
this borough work. They deserve
much better than we have given
them thus far.

Thanks from me, Liz, James,
my mom, my sister, and my
cousin Robert as well as the
countless volunteers, voters, and
contributors who made this hap-
pen. It will be nice having a nice
quiet weekend at home with my
son. God bless all of you!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood Councilman

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Union County In-
terim Executive Superintendent
of Schools, Kathleen Serafino,
will now be responsible for filling
a seat on the Garwood Board of
Education after last week’s elec-
tion failed to produce a candi-
date willing to serve on the
board.

According to Garwood Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma, the
school board race, where incum-
bents Brendan Mc Dermott and
Susan Groning were unopposed
and subsequently won reelec-

tion, produced a write-in candi-
date for the third open seat. No
candidate filed by the June 4
deadline for the board seat.

Ms. Ariemma said in an e-mail
that Bruce Paterson, who ran an
unsuccessful write-in campaign
for borough council, received nine
votes for school board. Under
state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the
board of education to win if there
are no other write-in candidates.

Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee
at council, school board and
county freeholder meetings, de-
clined to serve when Ms. Ariemma
contacted him.

Paterson Declines GW BOE Seat;
County Super To Appoint Member

Probitas Verus Honos


