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Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
IMPROVING EFFICIENCY ...Richard Wernsing, PSE&G manager of electric
asset strategy, left, with Ed Gray, PSE&G director of engineering, transmission
and distribution, explain improvements PSE&G has made to equipment and
procedures in order to improve PSE&G efficiency.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan
Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4
Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who
were eager to get in the water in order to beat the heat.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAZZ NIGHT...Lauren Shub and the Trio perform in downtown Westfield on
July 3 during the 17th Annual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival. The
festival continues on Tuesdays in July and August from 7 to 9 p.m. In the event
of rain, the concerts are held on Wednesday nights.

PSE&G Plans Upgrade to
Address Extreme Weather

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – PSE&G is undertaking
a $3.9-billion, 10-year project to en-
hance its facilities throughout New
Jersey to deal with extreme weather
conditions in future years. PSE&G
has said it does not foresee a rate
increase.

PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” pro-
gram would include protecting more
than 40 utility installations from storm
surges, strengthening distribution
lines, making the electric grid smarter
and thereby easier to restore power,
and modernizing the gas distribution
system, according to the utility.

PSE&G hopes to get the program
approved by the state’s Board of Pub-
lic Utilities (BPU) by the end of the
year, including initial funding ap-
proval of $2.6 billion to be spent in
the first five years, with another $1.3
billion over the following five years.

“The overall goal of Energy Strong
is to improve future storm perfor-
mance throughout the state, not just
in locations where it has happened,”
PSE&G Manager of Electric Asset

Strategy, Richard Wernsing, said dur-
ing a phone interview with The West-
field Leader on July 5.

One of the facilities hardest hit
during Superstorm Sandy was the
Sewaren switching station in
Woodbridge. Mr. Wernsing said op-
tions for this and other switching
stations are to relocate the facility to
higher ground, build a floodwall
around them, or raise the stations. He
said equipment at one of the three
distribution stations at Sewaren, each
with different voltage levels, is being
raised a foot above what is required
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to coincide
with flood maps; an older station is
being eliminated, with another re-
ceiving newer switching equipment
that will be raised off the ground.

The Sewaren facility covers a num-
ber of Middlesex County communi-
ties along with gasoline refineries in
Linden. When Sewaren was flooded
during Sandy and knocked off line, it
caused a ripple effect in the region as
power could not be restored as quickly
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UCC to Begin Construction
On Addition Next Spring

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County
College (UCC) officials said last week
that construction for a new, $14-mil-
lion student-services building on the
Cranford campus will begin in May
of 2014 and take 12 to 18 months to
complete.

In a presentation before the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers on June 27, Dr. Maris Lown, UCC
vice-president of academic affairs,
said the new building, “will provide
much needed services and replace
part of our oldest structure.”

The new structure will be con-
structed between the campus’ main
building, Nomahegan Hall, and
MacKay Library. The two-story struc-
ture will include student support ser-
vices as well as classrooms and ad-
ministrative offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects said
the new 30,000-square-foot student
services building addition will be at-
tached to the eastern edge of the
Nomahegan Building. The addition
will include another 8,000 square
feet of renovated space inside the
existing Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be “tucked
in” on the former site of the campus
“Peace Garden” between the
Nomahegan Building and the
MacKay Library. The Peace Garden
will be relocated.

“The addition will have minimal
visual impact on any of the surround-
ing areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building will
house the student services center,
administration offices, a testing cen-
ter, meeting rooms for one-on-one
sessions between counselors and stu-
dents, and a payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student services
center would include student coun-
seling and advising, financial aid,
admissions and registration, veter-
ans’ services, the college bursar, and
student recruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services
currently are scattered around the
campus and that these services will
be located within the new structure.

The second floor will house class-
rooms, mathematics office space and
the office of the mathematics depart-
ment chairman, Mr. Netta said. In
total, the floor will have eight com-
puter labs, four classrooms and one
multi-purpose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and
glass would be utilized in the design
of the building to blend in with the
campus, specifically the MacKay
Library. He said the project would
create a campus quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at an
all-time high” in enrollment, the col-
lege does not anticipate any dramatic
enrollment increases, as high-school
populations are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest two-
year community college in New Jer-
sey, serves 13,000 credit students and
20,000 non-credit students, many of
who are first-generation college stu-

Westfield Zoning Board Allows
Trader Joe’s Plan to Proceed

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Adjustment on Monday voted to
deny an appeal that had been filed by
James Hughes regarding the property
known as Trader Joe’s, which has ex-
panded into space that had previously
been occupied by Wells Fargo Advi-
sors at 155 Elm Street, also known as
163 Elm Street in the general business
district.

Mr. Hughes, a Westfield resident,
was appealing and challenging the de-
cision made by Kathleen Neville, the
zoning officer, as well as an interpreta-
tion of the zoning law. The zoning
officer had issued a permit for con-
struction and renovation, as well as a
series of other permits, in what Mr.
Hughes called a violation of the zoning
ordinance. Ms. Neville, according to
Mr. Hughes, granted Trader Joe’s a
waiver of the site plan and tEhe estab-
lishment was able to begin its store

expansion without public notice to
neighbors and without going before
the zoning board.

Mr. Hughes charged that the zoning
officer granted an exemption to the
applicant with no basis in law and fact,
and contrary to the zoning ordinance.
Mr. Hughes was not present at the
meeting, but was represented by Ber-
nard Reilly of the Gasiorowski law

firm of Red Bank. The law firm is also
representing Mr. Hughes in his opposi-
tion to the Westfield Stop & Shop’s
expansion plans currently before the
board.

At Monday’s meeting, Mr. Reilly
said the activity at Trader Joe’s has
increased, bringing traffic and noise
into the neighborhood.

WF Council OKs Demolition of
Homes; Hears WACC Presentation

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Town
Council on Tuesday night passed a
controversial resolution to approve the
demolition of a single-family, porch-
front home at 257 Walnut Street with a
vote of 5-1 on Tuesday, along with 13
other resolutions within the council’s
Finance Policy, Code Review and Town
Property and Public Works Commit-
tees.

The demolition of the residence on
Walnut Street was just one of three
approved at the meeting. Homes lo-
cated at 1059 Prospect Street and 711
Girard Avenue also will be demolished
in order to provide more housing

through new, two-family homes. How-
ever, it is the Walnut Street location that
currently is working toward gaining
historic preservation status, like that of
Kimball Avenue, with its well-known
porch-front, single-family, colonial
construction.

The decision by the council came
after residents of the Walnut Street
neighborhood voiced opinions on the
construction that could potentially dis-
rupt the traditional homes known to
Westfield.

Councilman James Foerst said on
behalf of the Code Review and Town
Property Committee that the council
would keep in mind all residents and
their homes within the Walnut Street

neighborhood, as well as the style of
homes that are to be built at each loca-
tion.

“The council has really made this a
top priority,” Mr. Foerst said. “The
town council has to remove emotion
from these decisions and it is with a
heavy heart that anyone votes yes for
this approval.”

Councilman Sam Della Fera cast the
one dissenting vote. Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins and Councilman Frank
Arena were absent.

Resolutions for the Library Summer
Program, Alcohol Education Rehab
Fund, contracts for road and sewer
improvements and those allowing the
chief financial officer and tax collector
to cancel and refund fees and to draw
warrants for events in Westfield, such
as the recreation department’s annual
Family Fun Night Swim, also were
passed.

An ordinance regarding final ap-
proval of the capital budget totaling
$2,926,000 was passed. Funds will be
distributed among public improve-
ments, additional or replacement equip-
ment and machinery, new communica-
tion and signal systems and new infor-
mation technology equipment.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce also presented its new af-
ter-school program, Young Entrepre-
neurs Academy, modeled after a pro-
gram begun at Rochester University.
This is the first New Jersey community
to participate in the Young Entrepre-
neurs Academy; there are currently 59
of these programs operating nation-
wide.

The 30-week program will benefit
high-school students in the Westfield
area, including Westfield, Garwood,
Fanwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains. After a selection process in-
cluding an application, interview and
essay, students will have the chance to
build a business – product, service or
non-profit – with the help of teachers
and business owners.

By the end of the 30 weeks, students
also will have the opportunity to launch
their business and compete nationally.
The program is set to run from October
2013 to June 2014. For more informa-
tion, visit the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce website at
westfieldareachamber.com.

Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

SpeciallyWritten for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tues-
day it would investigate privatizing
garbage pickup and conducting a
borough-wide property reassess-
ment – two issues that sparked an
array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt proposed
a study into whether a private firm
could collect garbage cheaper than
the borough’s Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW). He said he has
asked the superintendent to prepare
a cost-analysis of the municipality’s
garbage collection. The DPW col-
lects garbage four days a week –
two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the bor-
ough would still collect taxes and
pay for garbage pickup, similar to
the recycling program, which is
contracted out. “If we can get a
lower cost for the privatization, that
would then free up DPW workers to
do other work in town that needs to
be done. I think that’s something
we should pursue,” he said.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
suggested Mr. Nierstedt find out
what other towns in Union County
are paying for private pickup be-
fore putting out a request for bids.
According to Councilman Jim
Mathieu, more than half of the towns
in Union County use private haul-
ers.
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ARE YOU READY TO LOSE 12 TO 30 LBS. IN 12 WEEKS OR LESS?

www.getinshapeforwomen.com
- Debby Giordano

“GISFW is phenominal!

I have lost 27 lbs., 10% body fat

and 13.75 inches. I feel much

healthier and have double the

energy I use to have.”

A safe, intimate, personal training

studio designed for Women only.

BEFORE
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Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2084
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Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-755-5025

AFTER
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proven to work!

Make this your healthiest summer

yet and show off a new YOU!
Small Group Personal Training
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Call us today - let us customize a success plan for you
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Fourth of July Fireworks, Nomahegan Park, Cranford by Paul Lachenauer

TRUE BLUE...Lt. Kevin Devaney, currently stationed in Ghazni Province,
Afghanistan, with the Army’s 10th Mountain Light Infantry Division, proudly
displays The Westfield  Leader. Lt. Devaney is a former co-captain of the Westfield
High School (WHS) Cross Country Team, Class of 2006. Lt. Devaney’s teacher
and cross country/track coach, Thomas Hornish, organized “Operation: Make
GI Jiminy Cricket's Wish List Come True.” Through the generosity of Mr.
Hornish, his coaching staff, WHS Cross Country Friends of the Track Team,
WHS students and staff and businesses of Westfield, funds and food items were
sent to Kevin's “Joker” Platoon earlier this year. When at home, Kevin is
stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y., where he lives with his wife Emma.  He is the son
of Michael and Susan Devaney of Westfield.

as necessary, thus leaving many gaso-
line stations closed and creating lines
of motorists as well as people with
gasoline containers. Energy Strong
does include providing some genera-
tors to gas stations, but Mr. Wernsing
said there would not be enough for all
gas stations.

Westfield, Clark and Fanwood, as
well as other local towns, are sup-
plied power by PSE&G substations.

Mr. Wernsing said it usually takes
four to five days to reopen a switch-
ing station once it floods. Options
like building floodwalls around
switching stations, he said, will help
the stations stay on-line.

“When you put the station back in
[operation], [that] is when you real-
ize how many customers off that sta-
tion are now out of power because of
physical damage on the street,” Mr.
Wernsing said. “So it [flooding of
switching stations] really hurts you
in the restoration process.”

During Hurricane Irene, 13 switch-
ing stations flooded, with 21 stations
sustaining water damage during
Superstorm Sandy, according to
PSE&G spokeswoman Karen
Johnson.

As part of Energy Strong, Mr.
Wernsing said PSE&G plans to elimi-
nate the Cranford switching station
“and to distribute the (power) loads
to other [facilities] and look for po-
tentially [building] another station
somewhere between Cranford and
Westfield.”

“The Cranford station is just a very
low area and probably not one that is
a good one to remain in,” he said. “So
we are looking at putting the main
transformers that are in the substa-

tion at a different location that would
be less prone to flooding.”

Also included in the Energy Strong
program is replacement of 750 miles
of low-pressure cast iron natural gas
mains in or near flood areas where
water can get into the natural gas
lines when it reaches a certain level,
relocation of 31 electric switching
and substations, smart technology
advancements, utility pole distribu-
tion improvements, burying 20 miles
of overhead electric distribution lines,
and protection of nine natural gas
metering stations and a liquefied natu-
ral gas station in areas impacted by
Sandy or in flood zones.

Another part of Energy Strong is
giving PSE&G workers the capabil-
ity to use their smart phones to take
and upload photos of damaged equip-
ment in the field along with the GPS
location. Mr. Wernsing said this in-
formation would enable the utility to
send crews with the necessary equip-
ment to the location to speed up the
repair and restoration of electric
power.

A decision support system also will
be created to utilize data to prioritize
restoration of power such as to hospi-
tals, police and fire stations and sew-
age treatment facilities. As part of
this effort, the utility plans to add
more switches to be operated re-
motely by PSE&G dispatchers, “to
give us a little bit more flexibility to
do things,” Mr. Wernsing said.

Also, PSE&G is putting plans to-
gether to utilize social media to better
communicate with its customers in-
cluding informing when they will see
power restored in their area. Fiber
optic cables also will be added to
ensure data is transmitted from sub-
stations back to PSE&G’s headquar-
ters in Newark. That did not happen
during Sandy, as most of Verizon’s
communications from phone lines
and frame relay circuits, which
PSE&G utilized, were down.

Ms. Johnson said the BPU would
likely hold three hearings for the pub-
lic to attend. Although a hearing of-
ficer has been selected, the schedule
of hearings has yet to be announced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PSE&G
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Westfield Zoning Board

dents who would not otherwise have
this opportunity.

She said additional classrooms are
necessary in order for instructors to
be able to be more creative in their
lesson plans, thus increasing student
engagement resulting in higher gradu-
ation rates. Mr. Netta said some 20
mathematics professors currently are
working in a 400-square-foot area
that is inadequate for student learn-
ing.

“We don’t have enough classrooms.
This building will mitigate but not
correct our shortage of classrooms.
We are woefully inadequate in terms
of 21st-century classrooms that will
accommodate 21st-century peda-
gogy. The building is going to help
enormously with the teaching and
learning function,” Dr. Lown said.
“This project is good for students, it’s
good for the community and it is
good for the county,” she added.

In addition to the new building,
one of two entrances/exits to a park-
ing lot on the side of the campus
adjacent to a residential neighbor-
hood is to be closed, with a land-
scaped buffer added to screen the
campus from nearby homes.

UCC also has campuses in Scotch
Plains, Elizabeth and Plainfield. UCC
recently opened its new $48-million,
132,000-square-foot building in
Elizabeth, which is the new home of
Trinitas School of Nursing and the
Industry Business Institute. Both the
Cranford and Elizabeth campuses are
being funded through bonds floated
by the Union County Improvement
Authority.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UCC

GOLDEN MOMENT...Llewellyn and Bridget Jones of Scotch Plains relax with
their son, daughter and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge on July 5.

The purpose of the appeal was to
compel the owner/developer of the
property to make an application for site
plan approval, as well as all other nec-
essary variances and waivers as may be
required by law. Although identified
by the zoning officer as being a de
minimus change, there is a substantial
change that impacts the required num-
ber of parking spaces, setbacks and lot
coverage, as well as noise being gener-
ated by an increased use. The devel-
oper is looking to increase the footprint
of the present Trader Joe’s from ap-
proximately 9,110 feet to 14,136 feet,
which mandates that a site plan appli-
cation, as well as requested variances,
be sought.

Howard Geneslaw of The Gibbons
Law Firm of Newark, representing
Trader Joe’s East, said the appeal was
moot because the town had already
granted the certificate of occupancy.

Vincent Loughlin, the attorney for
the zoning board, made recommenda-
tions to the board on how to proceed.
The board requires that all applicants
and challengers appear before the board,
which Mr. Hughes did not. Since the
appeal was filed more than 21 days
after the permits were issued, it could
be deemed invalid. Although the board
was minus one voting member, it voted
to deny the appeal. Mr. Hughes had
argued that, “without a public notice,
how was anyone to know what was
going on at the store?” If the permit
appeared in the store window, it does
not say what is being done inside, he
said.

The Westfield Leader attempted to
reach Ms. Neville Tuesday morning to
ask under what circumstances she
would grant a waiver of a site plan
hearing, but she was on vacation.

Ina Giardina of Cranford, who owns
a home on Prospect Street, said her
tenants are complaining about noise
from a refrigeration unit and because
of the increased deliveries during the
night and that the loading dock lacks a
roof, which may cut down on noise.

In the second case involving the
downtown business district, the board
approved a request by Gap Inc. of 205
and 207 East Broad Street for three
wall signs on the East Broad Street
façade and two signs over the rear

entrance, and to replace and relocate
the sign lighting. The town ordinance
allows one sign at the entrance.

Julie Chiu, a store designer for The
Gap, said it is important that shoppers
know that three Gap brands will be sold
in the store: Baby Gap, Gap Kids and
Gap. She said the signs in the back of
the store facing the parking lot are not
easy to see. She also said the balconies
in the front of the store will be placed
closer to the façade and will be raised to
make room for lighting and awnings.
She said that Gap is vacating the store
at the corner of Central Avenue and
East Broad Street. The board approved
the signs.

Also approved was an application
by Douglas and Karen Luka of 637
Roosevelt Street to construct a dormer,
Flavio and Ingrid Cosenza’s of 919
Irving Street request to construct a first-
floor addition and a deck to the rear of
their home, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Vasquez’s
of 604 East Broad Street application to
construct a first- and second-story ad-
dition, Richard and Susan Reich’s of
414 Washington Street request to con-
struct first- and second-story additions,
and an application by Richard and Su-
san Reich of 414 Washington Street to
construct first- and second-story addi-
tions.

A request by Dierdre and Brad Noack
of 214 Euclid Avenue to construct a
front/side wraparound porch was de-
nied, as was an application by Jerome
Semler of 948 Carleton Road to con-
struct first- and second-story additions.
Mr. Semler’s request was denied due to
work that had been done previously at
the home without a permit.

RWM Family, LLC of 562 Spring-
field Avenue, known as the Westfield
Veterinary Group, asked for and was
granted a special meeting in Septem-
ber for preliminary and final site plan
approval. RWM is proposing to demol-
ish all existing structures and build a
new three-story veterinary hospital of
approximately 19,484 square feet with
associated parking, lighting and signage
on the property.

The next regularly scheduled board
of adjustment meeting will be held on
Monday, September 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

Council President Sara Todisco
endorsed the idea but cautioned
against a privatization trend that
could eliminate the DPW. She also
expressed concern that if the bor-
ough loses the manpower to pick up
its own trash it could get locked into
a private hauler’s price increases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu reiter-
ated his proposal for a borough-
wide property reassessment, which
he said has not been done in more
than 30 years. “In a nutshell, if we’re
going to have property tax as the
basis for funding Garwood’s mu-
nicipality, then we have to have an
agreement that those taxes will be
based on value that is somewhat
rationally related to market value,”
he said.

He pointed out that he purchased
a home for $383,000 that is assessed
at $82,500, and another home for
$335,000 that is assessed at $106,000.
“It’s completely out of whack, and
that’s just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter could
curb redevelopment since new busi-
nesses may be unwilling to pay dis-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
proportionately higher taxes based on
current rates while older properties
continue to be assessed at values
from 30 years ago. He felt this cre-
ated a situation where new busi-
nesses would be forced to pay more
than their share of taxes to shield
long-time residents from steep in-
creases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to Tax
Assessor Annmarie Switzer, who
recommended against a reassess-
ment because of the length of time
that has lapsed since the last one was
done. Regular reassessments gener-
ally occur every five years. A full
evaluation would require an inspec-
tion of every property and cost at least
$200,000, or $50,000 per year over
four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms. Todisco
said, explaining Ms. Switzer’s argu-
ment, was unlikely to dramatically
change an individual’s relative tax
payments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard of
cases in other towns where businesses
left to avoid disproportionate taxa-
tion, resulting in steep hikes for
homeowners. But Ms. Switzer does
not see that happening in Garwood
because businesses do not play that
kind of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dollars,
$50,000 a year, you’re looking at on
the average home assessed at
$100,000, your taxes are going up
$25 thereabouts at least.

“So homes assessed at more would
obviously go up more just to pay for
something that may in the end tell
you, ‘Sorry, your taxes are staying
the same, maybe dropping just a
little bit lower or going up,’” she
said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu when
the borough should do a reassess-
ment, Ms. Todisco said Ms. Switzer
suggested when the other munici-
palities in the county do one, which
drew laughter from the dais and the
audience. “She also feels that by go-
ing first, we would be paying more in
county taxes,” she said.

At the suggestion of Council-
woman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco said
she would invite Ms. Switzer to a
council meeting to address council
members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down to
“morality and fairness. If we are not
taxing people equally based on their
property values, we are not being
fair, and it is immoral.”

SUMMER INTERN...Katy Keane of Scotch Plains recently completed a summer
internship in Rep. Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) Washington, D.C. office. Pictured,
Katy and Rep. Lance pose in front of the United States Capitol.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe
race drew a large crowd of participants who were eager to get in the water in order
to beat the heat.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th
annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4 Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPROVING EFFICIENCY...Richard Wernsing, PSE&G Manager of Electric
Asset Strategy, left, with Ed Gray, PSE&G Director of Engineering, Transmis-
sion and Distribution, explain improvements PSE&G has made to equipment
and procedures in order to improve PSE&G efficiency.

PSE&G Plans Upgrade to Address
Extreme Weather Problems

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – PSE&G is undertaking
a $3.9-billion, 10-year project to en-
hance its facilities throughout New
Jersey to deal with extreme weather
conditions in future years. PSE&G
has said it does not foresee a rate
increase.

PSE&G’s “Energy Strong” pro-
gram would include protecting more
than 40 utility installations from storm
surges, strengthening distribution
lines, making the electric grid smarter
and thereby easier to restore power,
and modernizing the gas distribution
system, according to the utility.

PSE&G hopes to get the program

approved by the state’s Board of Pub-
lic Utilities (BPU) by the end of the
year, including initial funding ap-
proval of $2.6 billion to be spent in
the first five years, with another $1.3
billion over the following five years.

“The overall goal of Energy Strong
is to improve future storm perfor-
mance throughout the state, not just
in locations where it has happened,”
PSE&G Manager of Electric Asset
Strategy, Richard Wernsing, said dur-
ing a phone interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on July 5.

One of the facilities hardest hit
during Superstorm Sandy was the
Sewaren switching station in
Woodbridge. Mr. Wernsing said op-

tions for this and other switching
stations are to relocate the facility to
higher ground, build a floodwall
around them, or raise the stations. He
said equipment at one of the three
distribution stations at Sewaren, each
with different voltage levels, is being
raised a foot above what is required
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to coincide
with flood maps; an older station is
being eliminated, with another re-
ceiving newer switching equipment
that will be raised off the ground.

The Sewaren facility covers a num-
ber of Middlesex County communi-
ties along with gasoline refineries in
Linden. When Sewaren was flooded
during Sandy and knocked off line, it
caused a ripple effect in the region as
power could not be restored as quickly
as necessary, thus leaving many gaso-
line stations closed and creating lines
of motorists as well as people with
gasoline containers. Energy Strong
does include providing some genera-
tors to gas stations, but Mr. Wernsing
said there would not be enough for all
gas stations.

Westfield, Clark and Fanwood, as
well as other local towns, are sup-
plied power by PSE&G substations.

Mr. Wernsing said it usually takes
four to five days to reopen a switch-
ing station once it floods. Options
like building floodwalls around
switching stations, he said, will help
the stations stay on-line.

“When you put the station back in
[operation], [that] is when you real-
ize how many customers off that sta-
tion are now out of power because of
physical damage on the street,” Mr.
Wernsing said. “So it [flooding of
switching stations] really hurts you
in the restoration process.”

During Hurricane Irene, 13 switch-
ing stations flooded, with 21 stations
sustaining water damage during
Superstorm Sandy, according to
PSE&G spokeswoman Karen
Johnson.

As part of Energy Strong, Mr.
Wernsing said PSE&G plans to elimi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

UCC to Begin Construction
On Addition In Late Spring

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) officials said last week that
construction for a new, $14-million
student-services building on the
Cranford campus will begin in May of
2014 and take 12 to 18 months to
complete.

In a presentation before the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on June 27, Dr. Maris Lown, UCC
vice-president of academic affairs, said
the new building, “will provide much
needed services and replace part of our
oldest structure.”

The new structure will be constructed
between the campus’ main building,
Nomahegan Hall, and MacKay Library.
The two-story structure will include
student support services as well as class-
rooms and administrative offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects said
the new 30,000-square-foot student
services building addition will be at-
tached to the eastern edge of the
Nomahegan Building. The addition will
include another 8,000 square feet of
renovated space inside the existing
Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be “tucked
in” on the former site of the campus
“Peace Garden” between the
Nomahegan Building and the MacKay
Library. The Peace Garden will be re-
located.

“The addition will have minimal vi-
sual impact on any of the surrounding
areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building will
house the student services center, ad-
ministration offices, a testing center,
meeting rooms for one-on-one ses- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

sions between counselors and students,
and a payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student services
center would include student counsel-
ing and advising, financial aid, admis-
sions and registration, veterans’ ser-
vices, the college bursar, and student
recruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services cur-
rently are scattered around the campus
and that these services will be located
within the new structure.

The second floor will house class-
rooms, mathematics office space and
the office of the mathematics depart-
ment chairman, Mr. Netta said. In total,
the floor will have eight computer labs,
four classrooms and one multi-pur-
pose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and glass
would be utilized in the design of the
building to blend in with the campus,
specifically the MacKay Library. He
said the project would create a campus
quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at an
all-time high” in enrollment, the col-
lege does not anticipate any dramatic
enrollment increases, as high-school
populations are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest two-
year community college in New Jersey,
serves 13,000 credit students and 20,000
non-credit students, many of who are
first-generation college students who
would not otherwise have this opportu-
nity.

She said additional classrooms are
necessary in order for instructors to be
able to be more creative in their lesson
plans, thus increasing student engage-
ment resulting in higher graduation
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Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tuesday it
would investigate privatizing garbage
pickup and conducting a borough-wide
property reassessment – two issues that
sparked an array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt proposed a
study into whether a private firm could
collect garbage cheaper than the
borough’s Department of Public Works
(DPW). He said he has asked the super-
intendent to prepare a cost-analysis of
the municipality’s garbage collection.
The DPW collects garbage four days a
week – two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the borough
would still collect taxes and pay for
garbage pickup, similar to the recy-
cling program, which is contracted out.
“If we can get a lower cost for the
privatization, that would then free up
DPW workers to do other work in town
that needs to be done. I think that’s
something we should pursue,” he said.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
suggested Mr. Nierstedt find out what
other towns in Union County are pay-

ing for private pickup before putting
out a request for bids. According to
Councilman Jim Mathieu, more than
half of the towns in Union County use
private haulers.

Council President Sara Todisco en-
dorsed the idea but cautioned against a
privatization trend that could eliminate
the DPW. She also expressed concern
that if the borough loses the manpower
to pick up its own trash it could get
locked into a private hauler’s price in-
creases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu reiter-
ated his proposal for a borough-wide
property reassessment, which he said
has not been done in more than 30
years. “In a nutshell, if we’re going to
have property tax as the basis for fund-
ing Garwood’s municipality, then we
have to have an agreement that those
taxes will be based on value that is
somewhat rationally related to market
value,” he said.

He pointed out that he purchased a
home for $383,000 that is assessed at
$82,500, and another home for
$335,000 that is assessed at $106,000.
“It’s completely out of whack, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Council OKs Demolition of
Homes; Hears WACC Presentation

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council on Tuesday night
passed a controversial resolution to
approve the demolition of a single-
family, porch-front home at 257 Wal-
nut Street with a vote of 5-1 on Tues-
day, along with 13 other resolutions
within the council’s Finance Policy,
Code Review and Town Property and
Public Works Committees.

The demolition of the residence on
Walnut Street was just one of three
approved at the meeting. Homes lo-
cated at 1059 Prospect Street and 711
Girard Avenue also will be demol-
ished in order to provide more hous-
ing through new, two-family homes.
However, it is the Walnut Street loca-

tion that currently is working toward
gaining historic preservation status,
like that of Kimball Avenue, with its
well-known porch-front, single-fam-
ily, colonial construction.

The decision by the council came
after residents of the Walnut Street
neighborhood voiced opinions on the
construction that could potentially
disrupt the traditional homes known
to Westfield.

Councilman James Foerst said on
behalf of the Code Review and Town
Property Committee that the council
would keep in mind all residents and
their homes within the Walnut Street
neighborhood, as well as the style of
homes that are to be built at each
location.

“The council has really made this a
top priority,” Mr. Foerst said. “The
town council has to remove emotion
from these decisions and it is with a
heavy heart that anyone votes yes for
this approval.”

Councilman Sam Della Fera cast
the one dissenting vote. Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins and Council-
man Frank Arena were absent.

Resolutions for the Library Sum-
mer Program, Alcohol Education
Rehab Fund, contracts for road and
sewer improvements and those al-
lowing the chief financial officer and
tax collector to cancel and refund
fees and to draw warrants for events
in Westfield, such as the recreation
department’s annual Family Fun

Night Swim, also were passed.
An ordinance regarding final ap-

proval of the capital budget totaling
$2,926,000 was passed. Funds will
be distributed among public improve-
ments, additional or replacement
equipment and machinery, new com-
munication and signal systems and
new information technology equip-
ment.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce also presented its new
after-school program, Young Entre-
preneurs Academy, modeled after a
program begun at Rochester Univer-
sity. This is the first New Jersey com-
munity to participate in the Young
Entrepreneurs Academy; there are
currently 59 of these programs oper-
ating nationwide.

The 30-week program will benefit
high-school students in the Westfield
area, including Westfield, Garwood,
Fanwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains. After a selection process in-
cluding an application, interview and
essay, students will have the chance
to build a business – product, service
or non-profit – with the help of teach-
ers and business owners.

By the end of the 30 weeks, stu-
dents also will have the opportunity
to launch their business and compete
nationally. The program is set to run
from October 2013 to June 2014. For
more information, visit the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce website
at westfieldareachamber.com.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROOVIN’...1910 Fruitgum Company plays at Meisel Avenue Park in Spring-
field during the Fourth of July celebration. Pictured, left to right, are: Glenn
Lewis, Mick Mansueto, Frank Jeckell and Bob Brescia.
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- Debby Giordano
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yet and show off a new YOU!
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GENEROUS BEQUEST...Scotch Plains PBA President and Police Officer D.
Luciano, left, and Detective Mark Lynch, Delegate of Scotch Plains PBA Local
87, right,  accept a check in the amount of $200,000 from David Foltz of Westfield,
attorney for the Margaret Chang Trust. The funds are an unrestricted bequest
from the estate of Margaret Chang, a longtime Scotch Plains resident. Mrs.
Chang was grateful for the dedication and professionalism of the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS...Scotch Plains Public Library President Jeffrey
Noonan, Esq., left, and Scotch Plains Public Library Director Meg Koloya accept
a check in the amount of $200,000 from David Foltz of Westfield, attorney for the
Margaret Chang Trust.  The funds are an unrestricted bequest from the estate
of Margaret Chang, a longtime resident of Scotch Plains.  Mrs. Chang taught
English at New Brunswick High School and knew the importance of a public
library.

Fourth of July Fireworks at Meisel Avenue Park, Springfield by Cassandra Segulin

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAZZ NIGHT...Lauren Shub and the Trio perform in downtown Westfield on
Wednesday night during the 17th Annual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.
The festival continues on Tuesdays in July and August from 7 to 9 p.m. In the
event of rain, the concerts are held on Wednesdays.

ARCTIC CHILL...Naomi and Scott Schaffer enjoy The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times during the July 4th holiday in Reykjvak, Iceland.

nate the Cranford switching station
“and to distribute the (power) loads
to other [facilities] and look for po-
tentially [building] another station
somewhere between Cranford and
Westfield.”

“The Cranford station is just a very
low area and probably not one that is
a good one to remain in,” he said. “So
we are looking at putting the main
transformers that are in the substa-
tion at a different location that would
be less prone to flooding.”

Also included in the Energy Strong
program is replacement of 750 miles
of low-pressure cast iron natural gas
mains in or near flood areas where
water can get into the natural gas
lines when it reaches a certain level,
relocation of 31 electric switching
and substations, smart technology
advancements, utility pole distribu-
tion improvements, burying 20 miles
of overhead electric distribution
lines, and protection of nine natural
gas metering stations and a liquefied
natural gas station in areas impacted
by Sandy or in flood zones.

Another part of Energy Strong is
giving PSE&G workers the capabil-
ity to use their smart phones to take
and upload photos of damaged
equipment in the field along with
the GPS location. Mr. Wernsing said

this information would enable the
utility to send crews with the neces-
sary equipment to the location to
speed up the repair and restoration
of electric power.

A decision support system also
will be created to utilize data to
prioritize restoration of power such
as to hospitals, police and fire sta-
tions and sewage treatment facili-
ties. As part of this effort, the utility
plans to add more switches to be
operated remotely by PSE&G dis-
patchers, “to give us a little bit more
flexibility to do things,” Mr.
Wernsing said.

Also, PSE&G is putting plans to-
gether to utilize social media to bet-
ter communicate with its customers
including informing when they will
see power restored in their area. Fi-
ber optic cables also will be added to
ensure data is transmitted from sub-
stations back to PSE&G’s headquar-
ters in Newark. That did not happen
during Sandy, as most of Verizon’s
communications from phone lines and
frame relay circuits, which PSE&G
utilized, were down.

Ms. Johnson said the BPU would
likely hold three hearings for the pub-
lic to attend. Although a hearing of-
ficer has been selected, the schedule
of hearings has yet to be announced.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PSE&G

rates. Mr. Netta said some 20 math-
ematics professors currently are work-
ing in a 400-square-foot area that is
inadequate for student learning.

“We don’t have enough classrooms.
This building will mitigate but not cor-
rect our shortage of classrooms. We are
woefully inadequate in terms of 21st-
century classrooms that will accom-
modate 21st-century pedagogy. The
building is going to help enormously
with the teaching and learning func-
tion,” Dr. Lown said. “This project is
good for students, it’s good for the
community and it is good for the
county,” she added.

In addition to the new building, one
of two entrances/exits to a parking lot
on the side of the campus adjacent to a
residential neighborhood is to be closed,
with a landscaped buffer added to screen
the campus from nearby homes.

UCC also has campuses in Scotch
Plains, Elizabeth and Plainfield. UCC
recently opened its new $48-million,
132,000-square-foot building in Eliza-
beth, which is the new home of Trinitas
School of Nursing and the Industry
Business Institute. Both the Cranford
and Elizabeth campuses are being funded
through bonds floated by the Union
County Improvement Authority.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UCC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
that’s just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter could
curb redevelopment since new busi-
nesses may be unwilling to pay dispro-
portionately higher taxes based on cur-
rent rates while older properties con-
tinue to be assessed at values from 30
years ago. He felt this created a situa-
tion where new businesses would be
forced to pay more than their share of
taxes to shield long-time residents from
steep increases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to Tax
Assessor Annmarie Switzer, who rec-
ommended against a reassessment be-
cause of the length of time that has
lapsed since the last one was done.
Regular reassessments generally occur
every five years. A full evaluation would
require an inspection of every property
and cost at least $200,000, or $50,000
per year over four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms. Todisco
said, explaining Ms. Switzer’s argument,
was unlikely to dramatically change an
individual’s relative tax payments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard of
cases in other towns where businesses
left to avoid disproportionate taxation,
resulting in steep hikes for homeowners.
But Ms. Switzer does not see that hap-
pening in Garwood because businesses
do not play that kind of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dollars,
$50,000 a year, you’re looking at on the
average home assessed at $100,000,
your taxes are going up $25 there-
abouts at least.

“So homes assessed at more would
obviously go up more just to pay for
something that may in the end tell you,
‘Sorry, your taxes are staying the same,
maybe dropping just a little bit lower or
going up,’” she said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu when
the borough should do a reassessment,
Ms. Todisco said Ms. Switzer sug-
gested when the other municipalities in
the county do one, which drew laugh-
ter from the dais and the audience. “She

also feels that by going first, we would
be paying more in county taxes,” she
said.

At the suggestion of Councilwoman
Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco said she would
invite Ms. Switzer to a council meeting
to address council members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down to
“morality and fairness. If we are not
taxing people equally based on their
property values, we are not being fair,
and it is immoral.”

SUMMER INTERN...Katy Keane of Scotch Plains recently completed a summer
internship in Congressman Leonard Lance’s Washington, D.C. office. Pictured,
Katy and Rep. Lance  pose in front of the United States Capitol. Interns in Rep.
Lance’s Congressional office perform a variety of duties, including preparing
briefings and reports for staffers, facilitating and guiding tours of the U.S.
Capitol for visiting residents, greeting office visitors and helping staff with
legislative research projects as well as constituent correspondence.

GOLDEN MOMENT...Llewellyn and Bridget Jones of Scotch Plains relax with
their son, daughter and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge on July 5.
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State’s $32.9 Billion Budget
Includes Pension Payment

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie signed a $32.9-billion state
budget on June 24 following its pas-
sage by the state Legislature.

According to the Governor’s of-
fice, the budget holds spending be-
low Fiscal Year 2008 Levels; includes
the largest pension payment, $1.7
billion, in state history; continues the
government reorganization begun in
Fiscal Year 2013, focusing resources
and services on the individual,  cre-
ates new reformed agencies to pro-
vide for the needs of New Jersey’s
most vulnerable populations, and
enhances the ability of the Depart-
ment of Children and Families (DCF)
to deliver a services by relocating the
Division on Women within DCF.

The budget also preserves $128.3
million of Fiscal Year 2013 federal
funding and provides hospitals with
a transition period to migrate to the
new funding pools.

Following the devastation from
Superstorm Sandy, a $40-million con-
tingency fund is being established to
ensure that expenses not reimbursed
by the federal government can be met
without reducing resources for other
key priorities, according to the
Governor’s Office.

The 2014 budget includes $750
per trainee in support for the training
and development of the emergency
medical personnel and provides an
additional $213.5 million in business
tax relief for a total of $540 million in
the third year of business tax cuts. In
response to the federal sequester, the
state budget dedicates $3 million in
funding to ensure that the budget
sequestration does not impair the
ability to provide critical services in
New Jersey. Another $3.4 billion is
included for the 154th and 155th
classes of state troopers.

The budget includes an increase of
$100 million in school aid for a total $9
billion, an additional $35 million in
aid split between Rowan University
and University Hospital as part the
Governor’s higher education reorga-
nization plan and an additional $3
million in aid for the state’s county
colleges. The budget also includes an
increase in the Medicaid reimburse-
ment to nursing homes by $10.3 mil-
lion. The budget includes $20.6 mil-
lion in state funds with matching fed-
eral funds. An additional $966 million
is provided in hospital aid.

The budget also includes $214.2
million funding for the Senior And
Disabled Citizens’ Property Tax
Freeze to allow benefits to grow for
over 159,000 current beneficiaries
and 34,000 new seniors and citizens
with disabilities claiming benefits.

“For the fourth year in a row, we’ve
achieved a balanced budget that keeps
New Jersey on solid fiscal ground, holds
spending below 2008 levels and still
funds critical initiatives that empower
New Jerseyans,” the Governor said in a
statement. “This year’s budget pro-
vides $213.5 million to support job-
creating tax cuts, brings state aid to
schools to a historic high, funds impor-
tant drug treatment and mental health
services and makes the largest pension
payment in state history. Working to-
gether, we were able to put the people
of New Jersey first and pass this budget
early. I’m grateful to members of both
parties for their leadership and willing-
ness to get this done. Once again, Wash-
ington D.C. could take a lesson from
the bipartisan example we have set
here in New Jersey.”

Following the Legislature’s approval
of the budget, Senator Paul Sarlo, chair-
man of the Senate Budget and Appro-
priations Committee, said: “This is a
reasonable and responsible fiscal plan
for New Jersey that reflects the difficult
economic conditions that continue to
require hard decisions on state finances.
This budget makes the best use of avail-
able resources by meeting the state’s
priorities, but it does it in a responsible
way. It doesn’t achieve everything we
would want to do if we had a stronger
economy, but it accomplishes what is
within reach of the state’s finances.

 “We added education funding that
neutralizes the administration’s
‘clawbacks’ so that no school district
experiences cutbacks in state aid. We
increased funding for nursing homes,
we are providing a long-needed
COLA for community providers who
care for the disabled, we are increas-
ing operating aid for county colleges
to hold down tuition, and we are
adding to cancer research. These in-
creases have been offset by corre-
sponding savings identified by the
administration so that total spending
is the same as the governor’s budget
proposal,” Senator Paul Sarlo (D-36,
Wood-Ridge) said.

Assembly Minority Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) said, “Since Gov-
ernor Christie was elected to office
three years ago, New Jersey’s gov-
ernment has made substantial fiscal
improvements and enacted historic
reforms. We have worked in a bipar-
tisan manner with Democrats to de-
liver a responsible budget that does
not raise taxes. It is now time to finish
the job of enacting additional reforms
to lower the cost of government.”

Report Urges Investment In
Improving NJ Bridges, Roads
REGION  – Investing additional

state funds to jumpstart the process
of making New Jersey’s roads and
bridges safe, reliable and efficient
would help grow the state’s economy
far more than phasing in a tax cut,
according to a new report released by
New Jersey Policy Perspective
(NJPP).

The report, the second in the Invest
in New Jersey series, examines how far
behind the state has fallen in the upkeep
of its roads and bridges, and makes a
series of recommendations on how to
begin to rectify the problem.

“New Jersey’s roads and bridges
are quite literally falling apart, and
the revenue streams intended to re-
build them are not sufficient to ad-
dress the state’s urgent needs,” said
former Democratic state Senator
Gordon MacInnes, president of New
Jersey Policy Perspective who
authored the report. “Investing in our
roads and bridges will create jobs,
increase public safety and save fu-
ture taxpayers $4 to $5 billion in
interest costs.”

The state needs to invest $21.3
billion in the next five years, $7.5
billion more than current financing
can provide, according to the Facing
Our Future report.

New Jersey will generate approxi-
mately $5.3 of the $7.5 billion it
needs between 2014 and 2018 by

using the federal and state tax rev-
enues already dedicated to the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund. Over eight
years, the state could invest $10 bil-
lion to address its crumbling roads
and bridges, according to an NJPP
press release. Projects that are cur-
rently scheduled for future years
could be put on a fast track, allowing
them to be funded at lower costs and
providing jobs to help the state’s
economy.

Using scarce revenues in this man-
ner would also help local property
taxpayers, according to the NJPP.
The Transportation Trust Fund cur-
rently provides $200 million each
year to support county and municipal
road construction, which relieves lo-
cal property taxpayers of these costs.

“If an additional $10 billion were
available over the next eight years,
this funding for local projects should
be at least doubled, providing further
relief to property taxpayers while giv-
ing them safer, smoother roads and
ensuring that all of New Jersey’s roads
and bridges benefit from the state’s
investment,” according to the NJPP.

The group noted that investing $10
billion in cash over the eight-year
period would also save future tax-
payers $4 billion to $5 billion in
interest costs compared to funding
the same amount of work by issuing
bonds.
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NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Bramnick Lauds Report
On State’s Job Growth Christie Takes Action

On State Legislation
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie took action this week on the
following legislation:

Bills Signed:
S-69/A-1080 – Increases fine and

imposes license suspension for talk-
ing or texting on hand-held device
while driving.

S-1912/A-3048  – “Scholastic Student-
Athlete Safety Act;” establishes measures
to ensure health of student-athletes.

S-2151/A-3315 (Sen. Nick Scutari,
Asm. Gerry Green, Asw. Linda Stender
(all D-22, Union County) – Strength-
ens enforceability of premarital and
pre-civil union agreements.

S-2532/A-3860 – Clarifies charitable
contributions are not a factor in deter-
mining where person is domiciled un-
der New Jersey gross income tax.

A-4036/S-2726 – Establishes di-
rected bait and human food fishery
for menhaden, and clarifies existing
law regarding taking of menhaden.

Bills Vetoed:
S-1921/A-3250  – Absolute Veto –

Establishes animal cruelty offense of
cruel confinement of a gestating pig.

S-2291/A-3546 – Conditional Veto
– Eliminates requirement that full-
time students at a county college in
New Jersey maintain health insur-
ance coverage.

Christie Takes Action on
State Legislation

TRENTON – In addition to sign-
ing a $32.9-billion state budget, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie recently vetoed
a series of supplemental spending
bills and other measures that he said
would increase the costs of govern-
ment. Governor Christie said the bills
together would add potentially hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to state
and local budgets, “frustrating the
already over-burdened taxpayers and
undermining the budget I signed.”

The bills vetoed by the Governor
are listed below.

Bills Signed:
S-2404/ACS for A-4112, 3675 –

Eliminates 10 percent surcharge on
employee unemployment insurance
taxes during Fiscal Year 2014.

S-3000/A-4200 – Appropriates
$32,976,962,000 in state funds and
$13,427,159,762 in federal funds for
the state budget for fiscal year 2013-
2014.

S-3001/A-4201 – Makes Fiscal
Year 2013 state supplemental appro-
priations totaling $224,837,000, re-
duces Fiscal Year 2013 appropria-
tions by $398,006,000, and supple-
ments various language provisions
affecting appropriations in Fiscal Year
2013.

Bills Vetoed:
SCS for S-968, 1494/A-998 – Ab-

solute Veto – Establishes procedures

and standards regarding public ser-
vice privatization contracts.

S-2188/A3775 – Absolute Veto –
Requires employer notification when
relocating call center services out-
side the United States.

S-2644/A-4233 – Absolute Veto –
Expands Medicaid eligibility pursu-
ant to federal “Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act.”

S-2825/A-4172 – Absolute Veto –
Makes Fiscal Year 2013 supplemen-
tal appropriation to Department of
Health for $7,453,000 for family plan-
ning services.

A-3668/SCS for S-2467, 2471 -
Absolute Veto – Prohibits investment
by state of pension and annuity funds
in companies manufacturing, import-
ing, and selling assault firearms for
civilians use.

A-3807/S-2595 – Absolute Veto –
Corporate Disinvestment Property Tax
Relief Act;” appropriates $13.5 million.

A-3878/S-2673 – Absolute Veto -
Requires commissioner of banking
and insurance to establish public
awareness campaign about new fed-
erally required health insurance ex-
change.

A-4171/S-2824 – Absolute Veto –
Provides Medicaid coverage for fam-
ily planning services to individuals
with incomes up to 200 percent of the
federal poverty level.

FEMA Extends Deadline
To Remove Debris

TRENTON – The Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
reminds state agencies and local juris-
dictions that the State of New Jersey
has extended the deadline to complete
debris removal and emergency work
under FEMA’s Public Assistance pro-
gram to Thursday, October 31.

The extension provides extra time
for eligible state agencies, local gov-
ernments and certain private non-
profit organizations to complete their
debris removal and emergency work
projects.

Under the Public Assistance pro-
gram, funds are made available to the
state, which then distributes grant
money to the applicants based on a
cost share.

To learn more about FEMA Public
Assistance in New Jersey, visit
fema.gov/public-assistance-local-
state-tribal-and-non-profit and
state.nj.us/njoem/plan/public-
assist.html.

For more information about New
Jersey’s disaster recovery, visit
fema.gov/disaster/4086twitter.com/
FEMASandy, facebook.com/
FEMASandy and fema.gov/blog.

Mountainside Man Charged
In Tax Evasion Scheme

Did You Know?
A pair of bills banning smoking at

outdoor public gathering places, in-
cluding state parks, beaches and
wildlife management areas, and at
recreation and conservation areas
acquired or developed using state
funds has been introduced in Tren-
ton.

MOUNTAINSIDE – A
Mountainside man who owns and
operates a medical supply company
that he runs out of his home admitted
last week to concealing $3,984,508
in business receipts and pleaded guilty
to one count of tax evasion, U.S.
Attorney Paul J. Fishman announced.

Yuxin Xie, 59, of Mountainside,
pleaded guilty before U.S. District
Judge Kevin McNulty in Newark fed-
eral court to an information charging
one count of tax evasion for failing to
report business receipts from his com-
pany, YX Enterprises.

According to documents filed in
this case and statements made in
court, during the tax years in ques-
tion – 2006 through 2010 – Xie
purchased diabetic test strips from
numerous suppliers. He re-pack-
aged and sold them to wholesale
pharmaceutical and medical prod-
ucts distribution companies. Cus-
tomer payments that Xie received
were deposited into 11 different
bank accounts at three different fi-
nancial institutions. YX Enterprises
was not a registered corporation
and any income received by YX
Enterprises should have been re-
ported on Xie’s tax returns, accord-
ing to a press release from the U.S.
Attorney’s Office.

Xie’s tax returns for the five years

in question failed to report millions
of dollars in gross receipts received
by YX Enterprises, according to the
press release. For each of the tax
years 2006, 2007 and 2008, Xie’s tax
returns reported that YX Enterprises
had gross receipts of less than
$10,000; Xie’s 2009 and 2010 tax
returns contained no reference at all
to YX Enterprises. YX Enterprises
had received nearly $4 million in
business receipts during this five-year
period, according to a press release.

Although Xie pleaded guilty to
only one count of tax evasion for the
2009 tax year, the plea agreement
requires that Xie admit to evading
income taxes for all five years, and
the court will take into account at
sentencing the tax loss for all five
years. The tax loss is $200,000 to
$400,000.

Xie faces a maximum potential
penalty of five years in prison and a
fine of $250,000 or twice his gain
from the offense, together with the
costs of prosecution. Xie also agreed
to file true and accurate tax returns
and to pay to the IRS all taxes and
penalties owed. Sentencing is sched-
uled for Wednesday, October 23,
2013.

The IRS, FBI, and U.S. Postal In-
spection Service assisted in the in-
vestigation.

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) this week lauded a recent
report by Rutgers University econo-
mists James Hughes and Joseph Sen-
eca that shows New Jersey’s job
growth continues to gain momen-
tum.

The report, “2013: The New Jersey
Employment Expansion Gains Mo-
mentum,” shows that among the 50
states, from December 2011 to De-
cember 2012, New Jersey ranked
eighth in private sector job growth,
surpassing most of its Northeast
neighboring states. Massachusetts
was 16th, Pennsylvania 17th, and
Connecticut 37th.

“This report clearly indicates that
our state’s economic recovery is
real and the Governor’s policies are
working,” Asm. Bramnick said.
“Our efforts to streamline govern-
ment, reduce bureaucratic red tape
and spend within our means have
advanced our recovery timetable.
As we move forward, New Jersey is
well positioned as an attractive state
for continued economic growth and
job creation.”

The report noted that two years

ago, it was estimated that the state’s
recovery to full employment would
take until 2017 to occur. The latest
fiscal data has updated that estimate
to late 2014 or early 2015. It also
shows, “The state has recovered its
pre-recession levels of total real per-
sonal income and real Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP).” In addition, the
housing market has experienced a
solid recovery as sales and home
prices have risen.

The two economists conclude,
“The bottom line is that 2012 turned
out to be a pretty good economic year
as the New Jersey recovery gained
further traction.”

The full report is available at http:/
/www.njlmef.org/policy-papers/
FoLG_v5_2.pdf.

Union, Hillside, Elizabeth
Receive Grants for Rts. 22, 1
TRENTON – Assembly Demo-

crats Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union)
and Annette Quijano (D-20, Union)
have praised the award of almost
$300,000 in safe corridor grants from
the state Department of Transporta-
tion to help make heavily traveled
roadways in Elizabeth, Union and
Hillside safer.

“Driving on congested road-
ways and battling traffic is a daily
experience for many New Jersey
drivers, especially in this area,”
Asm. Cryan said. “These grants
will help these municipalities
make these roads safer for driv-
ers, without putting a strain on
taxpayers who are financially
stretched as it is.”

“Budgetary constraints have
forced our municipalities to do

more with less. Road safety how-
ever should never be compro-
mised,” Asw. Quijano said. “These
roads are heavily traveled. These
grants will help fund projects that
will make these roads safer with-
out further burdening local tax-
payers.”

The Safe Corridor grant program
dates to 2003 and targets resources to
14, 10-mile segments of several high-
ways that have a history of high crash
rates.

The grants awarded to Union
County are as follows: a $54,297
grant to Hillside Township for the
Route 22 corridor, a $59,151 grant
to Elizabeth for the Route 1 corri-
dor, and an $185,339 grant to Union
Township for the Route 22 corri-
dor.
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TOUCH OF IRELAND…Bridget’s Irish Cottage has moved into its new location
at 15 East Broad Street in Westfield, next to G.O. Keller’s. The store features a
large selection of Irish and Celtic merchandise. Attending the recent ribbon
cutting, from left to right, are: Jeff Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Economic Development Committee; Town Councilman Sam Della Fera;
Bridget’s Irish Cottage owners Denise Sweet and Bridget Lawn; Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky; Stephanie Walsh, the mayor’s appointee to the DWC Board of
Directors; Councilman Mark LoGrippo and Heather Robinson, Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce executive director.

Assembly OKs Amendment
To Med. Marijuana Law

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Senate Judiciary Chairman Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22, Linden) to amend
the state’s medical marijuana law in
order to promote access to children
with severe illnesses has received fi-
nal legislative approval in the Assem-
bly. The New Jersey Compassionate
Use Medical Marijuana Act was signed
into law in 2010.

The bill was introduced in response
to efforts by a Scotch Plains couple to
obtain what could be life-saving treat-
ment for their 2-year-old daughter,
who is suffering from Dravet syn-
drome, a severe and rare form of
epilepsy that anti-seizure medicine
does not control. The bill would re-
quire that minors be subject to the
same requirements as adults to par-
ticipate in the state’s medical mari-
juana program. The measure is in-
tended to remove barriers to treat-
ment faced by children such as 2-
year-old Vivian Wilson, who had her
first seizure at two months old.

“Our medical marijuana program
should have restrictions in place to
protect against abuse, but it cannot be
so limited that patients who are eli-
gible for the program cannot access

care,” Senator Scutari said. “The
Wilson family has exhausted all treat-
ment options for their child and if
medical marijuana can help reduce
the pain and suffering their toddler is
forced to endure, we have an obliga-
tion to provide it.”

The bill (S-2842) would require
that minors be subject to the same
requirements as adults when seeking
to participate in the state’s medical
marijuana program, except that a
parent or guardian must receive an
explanation of the potential risks and
benefits of the medical use of mari-
juana, and must grant permission for
the child’s medical use of marijuana.

Current regulations prohibit mari-
juana from being dispensed in the
edible form, which in some cases
may be the most appropriate form for
a young child to receive treatment.
Additionally, the bill would remove
restrictions on the number of strains
of marijuana that can be cultivated by
alternative treatment centers under
the program.

The Senate approved the bill by a
vote of 25-14.The Assembly ap-
proved it 55-13-9. It now heads to the
governor’s desk.

Prosecutor Looks to Public
To Help Solve Clark Murder
CLARK – This past Sunday marked

the one-year anniversary of when a
Clark woman was discovered mur-
dered inside her home, the victim of
multiple knife wounds. While the
Union County Homicide Task Force
and the Clark Police Department con-
tinue their investigation, they are ap-
pealing to the public for any informa-
tion that might lead to an arrest.

At approximately 6:48 p.m. on
Saturday, July 7, 2012, Clark Police
were called to 15 Rolling Hill Way on
reports of a deceased female. When
officers arrived, they found the owner
of the home, Vera Pecoraro, 73, in her
living room, the victim of knife
wounds. A son of the victim made the
discovery, Acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park said.

Given the nature of the crime scene,
a determination on the manner of
death was needed by the medical
examiner before the prosecutor’s of-
fice could treat the case as a homicide
and not a possible suicide, Ms. Park
said. However, the county medical
examiner determined that Ms.
Pecoraro was the victim of a homi-
cide.

Investigators believe Ms. Pecoraro
was specifically targeted. There were
no signs of a forced entry, Ms. Park
said. The medical examiner deter-
mined the victim likely died on Fri-
day, July 6, 2012.

“We continue to believe that this
was not a random act and that resi-

dents in the area are not in any dan-
ger,” Ms. Park said. “It is likely, how-
ever, that someone out there has in-
formation that can lead to the capture
of this killer.”

Forensic evidence was recovered
at the scene and detectives have con-
ducted dozens of interviews in the
case and remain vigilant in following
every lead.

To assist in the investigation, de-
tectives are appealing to residents in
the area to think back to that day to
try and remember anything out of
the ordinary they might have wit-
nessed. The homicide occurred just
after the July 4th holiday, and the
weather was similar to this year –
clear skies with the temperatures in
the high 90s.

“Maybe it was a car or van that was
unfamiliar to the neighborhood, or
an unusual sound or activity. The
smallest remembered detail can help
bring about an arrest and answer many
questions,” Ms. Park said.

The Union County Crime Stop-
pers is offering a reward of up to
$5,000 for information that leads to
the arrest and indictment of the per-
son or persons responsible for the
homicide. Anonymous calls may be
placed to (908) 654-TIPS or online at
www.uctip.org www.uctip.org. Ad-
ditionally, anyone with information
may contact Homicide Task Force
Detective Terrance Harrison at (908)
527-3807

NEW LOCATION...The Rug Gallery of Westfield has relocated to 20 Elm
Street at the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets, situated next door to its
previous location. Attending the recent ribbon cutting, from left to right,
are: Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Gemma LoGrippo, Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director Sherry Cronin, Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, Rug Gallery owner Mike Ahan, Councilman Sam Della
Fera, DWC Economic Development Committee member Jeff Christakos,
and Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
Heather Robinson.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
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One-Stop Service Available
For Voting in Aug. 13 Primary

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that a
“One-Stop” service is available for Union
County voters at the Westfield and Eliza-
beth offices of the County Clerk.

“Eligible voters are able to apply
for a Vote-By-Mail ballot for the U.S.
Senate Special Primary Election in
person at either one of my offices,
receive their ballot and cast the ballot
at the same time,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
“This one-stop voting service is avail-
able at my Westfield office as well as
at the main office in Elizabeth.”

“The service in Westfield and Eliza-
beth makes voting more accessible,
particularly at the Westfield office
with its convenient Saturday office
hours and evening hours during the
week,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “With the
important August 13th Special Pri-
mary Election for a U.S. Senate seat
approaching quickly, my office is
working to make the voting process
as fast and convenient as we can for
everyone who is registered to vote.”

The deadline to apply for mail-in
ballots is Tuesday, August 6.

The opportunity to Vote-By-Mail in
Westfield and Elizabeth is another ser-
vice available at the County Clerk’s two
offices, along with Passport application
and renewal services, registration of
Trade Names, and the application and
swearing in of Notaries Public.

The Westfield Annex of the county
clerk is located at 300 North Avenue
East, Westfield. Office hours are 8
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays; and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.

The main office of the County Clerk
is located at the Union County Court-
house, 2 Broad Street, Room 113,
Elizabeth, N.J. Regular office hours in
Elizabeth are Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Vote-By-Mail is an easy, secure pro-
cess that has replaced the absentee
ballot. Voters do not need to give a
reason why they wish to Vote-By-
Mail. To obtain an application form,
voters also may pick up the form at
their local municipal building; they
can download the form at ucnj.org/
vote-by-mail or they can contact the
Union County Clerk at (908) 527-
4996. The Clerk’s website also in-
cludes a video that explains how to fill
out the Vote-By-Mail application form.

State Revenue Collections
Continue Upward Trend

TRENTON – New Jersey revenues
in May exceeded projections for the
sixth consecutive month as collec-
tions of the state’s income and sales
taxes showed continued strength,
according to the state’s Department
of Treasury.

Collections of the income tax to-
taled $805 million, their highest level
on record for the month of May, and
more than 10 percent above the pre-
vious record of $728.9 million set in
May 2010. On a year–over-year ba-
sis, income tax collections were up
by 14.9 percent and, on a monthly
basis, they beat the revised projected
target by 11.6 percent.

Sales tax collections, at $626 mil-
lion, were up 2.8 percent on a year–
over-year basis and were 1.6 percent
ahead of their revised target for the
month.

For the 11 months ended May 31,
income, sales and corporation busi-
ness tax collections were all ahead of
revised projections as were total rev-
enues for the state’s 16 major rev-
enues sources as a group.

“The report reflects ongoing im-
provement in the economic condi-
tions of state residents,” said Charles
Steindel, chief economist for the New
Jersey Treasury Department. “Income
tax collections continue to grow rap-
idly, even after the receipt of large
final payments in April, and sales tax
receipts remain on an upward track.”

Revenues for the transfer inherit-
ance tax and the realty transfer tax
were both slightly below targets
through the end of May, with transfer
inheritance collections 2.8 percent
below revised projections and the
realty transfer tax lagging its revised
projected level by 2 percent.

However, the lower than expected
collections of these and other more

narrowly targeted taxes were offset
by the continuing strength in the
state’s most broadly based taxes.

“As we close out the books on
fiscal year 2013, the same macro
trends we have noted throughout the
past 12 months are continuing to
shape our overall results,” State Trea-
surer Andrew Sidamon Eristoff said.

In response to the June revenue
numbers, state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said in a statement, “Six
straight months of revenue growth
clearly indicates that our economic
recovery is real and the Governor’s
policies are working. With a biparti-
san budget in place for 2014 and
revenue growing, our focus should
be en providing a tax cut for the hard-
working people of this state.”

Assembly Republican Budget Of-
ficer Declan O’Scanlon (R-13, Red
Bank) said, “The positive revenue
numbers for Fiscal Year 2013 through
May provide concrete evidence that
New Jersey’s economic recovery is
solid and there is every reason to
continue our optimism. The top-two
revenue generators, income tax and
sales tax collections, showed solid
gains and reflect the nearly 67,000
private sector jobs that have been
created from May 2013 versus the
same month last year.

“The year-to-date trend reinforces
the public and business community’s
belief that our state is headed in the
right direction. We have a solid budget
in place for the new fiscal year and
will finish 2013 on solid ground. Fis-
cal prudence and working with the
business community on ways to im-
prove our economy are paying divi-
dends.”

www.goleader.com

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY...Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter and Freeholder Alexander Mirabella hand out American flags to the crowds
at the annual Central Jersey Fourth of July Parade in Plainfield this past Saturday.

Procedures In Place to Stop
People From Voting Twice

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – With the Tuesday,
August 13 special Primary election
to fill the late Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s seat approaching, the
Union County Board of Elections
has several procedures in place to
stop people from voting both by
Mail-In Ballot and in person at poll-
ing places.

Board of Elections Administrator
Dennis Kobitz told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times during a phone inter-
view on Tuesday that if a voter ap-
plies for a Mail-In Ballot before the
poll books are printed, the books will
be automatically be stamped “re-
ceived Mail-In ballot.”

If the voter applies for the ballot
after the poll books have been printed,
the county clerk provides the Board
of Elections a daily list of everyone
who applied for ballots.

“And we literally go through the
books and stamp in it, ‘Mail-In
Ballot received’ or ‘applied for
Mail-In Ballot,’” Mr. Kobitz ex-
plained.

If a voter applied for a Mail-In
Ballot in the last few days before an
election, the Board of Elections faxes
the name and voting district to the
municipal clerk of the voter, “who

gives it to the poll worker to make
sure they’re not allowed to vote (at
the polling place),” Mr. Kobitz said.

Voters have until 3 p.m. on the day
before an election to apply for and
complete the Mail-In Ballot at the
county’s office.

In cases where a voter has passed
away, the municipal vital statistics
offices are required to notify the
county Board of Elections within
the first five days of the month of all
residents who died the previous
month. As a backup, the Board of
Elections is linked to the state
website which receives the same
list.

When a voter has passed away the
day before an election, the name
would still appear in the poll book.
Mr. Kobitz said in these cases, the
polling books are updated to reflect
that the voter is deceased, including
the date of death. Thus, when the poll
books are being bar coded, the com-
puter  system will indicate when a
person’s Mail-In Ballot was received
after they died. Those ballots are then
pulled.

Mail-In Ballots are unsealed and
counted on the day of the election.Mr.
Kobitz said the Mail-In Ballots are
usually the first results reported to the
County Clerk’s office on election
night.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

July 4th
Today, we come together to cel-

ebrate our independence and the prin-
ciples of freedom and democracy
upon which our nation was founded.
As we celebrate with our loved ones,
let’s take a moment to honor the
brave men and women of our mili-
tary, our veterans and their families
who have sacrificed so much to pro-
tect our freedom here at home.

Whatever else separates us, we are
all Americans first, and stand united
by the tremendous pride we have for
our country. I wish all New Jerseyans
a safe and happy Fourth of July.

Christie and Legislature Showed
Bipartisanship In Passing State Budget

Scotch Plains Should Put
Secession Vote Before Voters

Board of Trustees Is An Unnecessary
Bureaucratic Body at Rutgers U.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

Chris Christie
Governor of New Jersey

F   G

July 4th Message;
‘A Tale Of Two Cities’

Two Cities
You watch some of the stuff that’s

going on in Washington, D.C. right
now, where Republicans and Demo-
crats barely speak to each other let
alone work together to get things
done to make our country better. And
we reject that in New Jersey. Repub-
licans and Democrats have differ-
ences, real differences … but it’s got
to stop when there are things that
need to be done. We have the argu-
ment, the debate and the discussion,
we stand for our principles, but then
our job is to get the job done that you
gave us to do.

As many who watch our town coun-
cil meetings know, I have been ask-
ing our town council to attend the
freeholder meetings and protect our
interests. Our town council and our
school board have been able to abide
by the state imposed 2 percent prop-
erty tax cap. However, the Union
County freeholders don’t share this
compassion for the taxpayers and
continue to raise our taxes multiples
of the cap.

Several towns, such as Summit and
Cranford, have taken up attending
freeholder meetings. Then on June
26, 2013 The Star-Ledger  indicated
that Berkeley Heights’ Town Council
have approved to allow the voter the
chance to vote for secession from
Union County.

One could hope that this sets an
example for the Scotch Plains Town
Council. However, the probability is
low at the best, since they are too tied
up discussing the unenforceable ban

on smoking on ball fields. I asked
about how one was going to enforce
this ordinance. The response is that
the ordinance will be posted at the
field. This is enforcement? This goes
right along with past actions by Tren-
ton, with the runny egg law, the state
pie declaration and the proposed ban
on texting while riding a bicycle, to
name a few. This continues on the
local level ignoring our sky high prop-
erty taxes, raises the question of pri-
orities, time allocation and what ac-
tions will actually have an impact on
all of us taxpayers.

Time will tell if our town council
will find the courage to do something
that has an impact on all taxpayers
and join Berkeley Heights, putting
this issue up for a vote. This would
take a giant step to stop the county
from blowing smoke in our taxpayer
faces.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

AARP hails the bipartisanship dis-
played in Trenton last week. We need
more of it. The new state budget is far
from being all things to all people.
But it is good for New Jersey.

Governor Christie and legislative
leaders deserve our appreciation for
a budget that puts the state pension
system back on the road to solvency
and for including the Medicaid ex-
pansion as well. Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act, with its health
insurance marketplaces and subsi-
dies for lower income folks, will help
many New Jersey citizens and insti-

tutions like nothing else can. Those
institutions that will be helped in-
clude hospitals, other health care pro-
viders and small businesses that
wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford
coverage for their employees.

And that, in turn, will help us all
because it will support our economic
recovery, leading to more jobs and
more revenue for our state govern-
ment to improve its solvency and
enable it to help other folks in need.

Douglas Johnston
AARP New Jersey

Princeton

With the restructuring of our higher
education landscape now complete,
Rutgers University is poised to be-
come one of the nation’s leading re-
search universities, as it should be.
But the work is not done. Rutgers
will not become the institution we
believe it can be by accident, or on its
own. It still needs a governance struc-
ture that can propel it to the next
level.

Unlike every other public institu-
tion in the state — and the vast major-
ity of research universities nation-
wide — Rutgers maintains a
multileveled bureaucracy with both a
15-member board of governors,
which holds the ultimate responsibil-
ity for the university’s management,
and a 59-member board of trustees,
which holds responsibility for, seem-
ingly, its own self-preservation.

The reality is that while we are
trying to make Rutgers a 21st century
powerhouse, it is stifled by an un-
wieldy governing model stuck in the
18th century.

The board of trustees is an unnec-
essary bureaucratic body that has
brought only more confusion to the
recent scandals that have hurt the
school’s image because of the lack of
accountability at Rutgers it has cre-
ated. Moreover, it is largely a self-
appointed board; of its 59 members,
48 members are elected by the board
of trustees itself. It seems more like a
secret college society than a public
body.

Throughout its history, Rutgers
University has been a profit center at
the expense of students at Rutgers’
campuses in Newark and Camden.
That inequity is something that our
restructuring effort has sought to cor-
rect. Students at Rutgers-Newark and
Rutgers-Camden are more empow-
ered today despite the board of trust-
ees’ efforts to undermine the status
quo at every turn.

We need to take the next step to
modernize and streamline Rutgers’
governance by eliminating the board
of trustees and placing full and total
responsibility and accountability with
its publicly-appointed board of gov-
ernors. The newly reformed board of
governors should be subject to stron-
ger conflict-of-interest policies and
be subject to full financial disclosure.

With a budget of more than $2.2

billion, we must eliminate every bit
of waste from our state’s flagship
public university. When decisions are
made, we must know exactly where
they come from and who is respon-
sible. A board of governors appointed
by the governor and accountable to
the state’s taxpayers must be that
vehicle.

Appointments to the board of gov-
ernors go through the same process
as selecting members to the Supreme
Court, the College of New Jersey’s
board of trustees and countless other
boards and commissions that operate
effectively and ethically throughout
the state.

When things go wrong at Rutgers,
as they have in a few instances over
the past several weeks and months,
fingers are pointed in a thousand di-
rections as to who can do what to
solve the issue. That must end. The
board of governors is more than ca-
pable of picking up the duties as-
signed to the trustees. The school
does not need dozens upon dozens of
people sitting in the periphery to be
part of the decision-making process.

As I have said on countless occa-
sions, New Jersey suffers from way
too much government. This is ex-
actly the same situation Rutgers is
currently in. It is time to eliminate
redundant leadership positions to
ensure a smoother, more efficiently
run university. Simply because some-
thing has existed for centuries does
not mean it is a good idea.

Sen. Stephen Sweeney
State Senate President

What Independence
Means to You?

As Americans, we have so many
freedoms that we take for granted …
freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of movement … we
are so accustomed to making choices
in all areas of our lives that our inde-
pendence has become second nature
to us.

But not all Americans are free.
There are people in our midst who
must rely on others to help them with
basic life tasks every day. People
who can’t dress themselves or cook
for themselves, people who suffer
from physical and mental illness.

These are the people that the
Westfield United Fund helps, through
our support of the local human ser-
vices agencies that provide the assis-
tance they need to live their lives with
dignity.

As we celebrate our nation’s inde-
pendence, let’s not forget those who
depend on us.

Together We Make a Difference!
Deirdre Gelinne

Executive Director
Westfield United Fund

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stre – Straw
2. Cerrial – Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Baquet – A small tub
4. Rese – To tremble or shake

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HOAST
1. To cough
2. A small human forest denizen; an elf
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin
4. To fall away or decline

POWTER
1. Concerned with petty affairs
2. The act of rubbing; massaging
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. Persecute; oppress

HOLOUR
1. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
2. A fornicator or whoremonger
3. A confidence man; swindler
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

PRANDIAL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Given to creeping or crawling
3. Tapering to a point
4. Belonging to a meal, especially din-

ner

Westfield 5k And the
Westfield Food Pantry
As a proud sponsor of the Westfield

5k for several years, UBS Financial
Services of Westfield would like to
extend an invitation to those attend-
ing this event on July 24th to bring
non-perishable food items, in par-
ticular macaroni and cheese, canned
fruit, canned chili, beans, hash and
meals in a can, for donation to the
Westfield Food Pantry. Please visit
our tent at the race as a drop off site.
UBS will be continuing this collec-
tion through July. You may bring
additional donations to our office,
located at 109 North Avenue in
Westfield. Call (908) 928-2024 with
any questions.

Virginia Barattucci
UBS Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Should Colleges And Universities
Be Exempt From Zoning Law?

The New Jersey Legislature is heading in the
wrong direction in its effort to spur economic growth
in the state.

In an effort to create a so-called “level playing
field,” the state Senate has approved legislation, A-
2586/S-1534, that would exempt New Jersey’s pri-
vate colleges and universities from the Municipal
Land Use Law whereby they are currently required
to appear before municipal zoning boards for review
and approval of building and expansion projects.
The legislation is now pending before the Assembly
Budget Committee.

Public colleges and universities in the state al-
ready enjoy this advantage per a ruling in the 1972
case Rutgers v. Piluso, which was decided by the
state’s Supreme Court and later enacted through
legislation.

A-2586/S-1534 is being opposed by the New
Jersey State League of Municipalities, New Jersey
Chapter of the American Planning Association, Si-
erra Club, Preservation New Jersey, New Jersey
League of Women Voters, the Land Use Section of
the New Jersey Bar Association, and New Jersey
History Advocates.

In our view, public colleges and universities also
should be subject to the Municipal Land Use Law.
The height of buildings and increase in students on
campus and overall campus development plans need
to be addressed locally to ensure that, among other
things, police and fire protection and other munici-
pal concerns can be met.

Union Township has been in a battle with Kean
University in recent years over development issues.
Every time the university purchases private property
that lot comes off the tax rolls.

State Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20th Union)
pointed out on Monday in a press release that under
the New Jersey Economic Opportunity Act of 2013,
Kean would be able to “build three, eight-story
dormitories literally a couple of hundred feet from
the residential neighborhood bordered by Woodland
Avenue and Green Lane.”

“The university has initiated planning, and it needs
the bill to become law to finalize the financial plan
for the project, which by the way will earn the
developer an estimated $5 million over 20 years and
ruin the values of homes all along the western border
of the university,” according to Mr. Cryan’s release.

Seton Hall University has had similar battles with
South Orange over its development plans. The uni-
versity has expanded outside of its main campus

over the past 30 years. The Human Resources De-
partment was moved a block away on South Orange
Avenue while the Alumni Relations Office is now
located on Centre Street near the City of Orange
border. New dorms, a new library, parking deck,
recreation center and seminary have all been built on
the main campus since the 1980s.

Currently, neighbors of the campus are protesting
plans by Seton Hall to construct a new University
Center, according to the South Orange Patch. The
report says the university’s plan, currently being
considered by the South Orange Planning Board,
includes the construction of three temporary build-
ings which include a dining facility.

The expansion of higher-education institutions
into neighboring residential areas presents quality
of life issues for taxpaying residents. Colleges and
universities do not pay taxes, although some make  a
PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes).

In our view, these institutions, as well as churches,
temples, hospitals and non-profits, such as the YMCA
and JCC, also should be paying their fair share of
property taxes. Our reasoning is simple: “If every-
one shares the pain of runaway taxes, then opposi-
tion will get powerful enough to bring a stop to it.”

And all non-profits, including colleges and uni-
versities and local governments, should be required
to present their cases to local zoning boards – other-
wise, what’s the purpose for zoning boards? Are
zoning boards just for controlling the little guys?

We believe the Legislature should kill A-2586/S-
1534 as well as change language in A-3680 to
remove the flaw in the New Jersey Economic Oppor-
tunity Act of 2013.

Tax Innovation
Philadelphia officials have reportedly imposed a

lap dance tax. The Philadelphia Daily News reports
that the lap dance is subject to the city’s 5-percent
amusement tax, which apparently came as a surprise
to two of the City of Brotherly Love’s biggest so-
called gentlemen’s clubs.

A spokesman for Club Risque and Cheerleaders,
said the move is “financial desperation” and part of
an effort by the city to tax the same thing twice.
According to reports, Cheerleaders owes $486,482
and Club Risque owes $320,538. The city audited
the lap dance encounters then “issued an assessment
going back five years,” plus interest and penalties.

“It’s over the top,” he told the newspaper. “Unbe-
lievable.”

OPINION...A LaRoche supporter campaigns in New Providence.

See more letters on page 5

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Linda Carter, chair, lcarter@ucnj.org

IF IT MOVES,
TAX IT.
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Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Centuries ago, people riding on a
horse-drawn carriage would have never
imagined that people can now push a
button to start a car and press a pedal to
make it drive 200 miles per hour. It is
hard to imagine cars driving us to work
while we read the news, but there are
significant technological advances be-
ing made toward that end, and New
Jersey has a lot to gain from being at the
forefront of such innovation.

Autonomous vehicles can also offer
a more sufficient and flexible avenue of
transportation for the disabled and se-
nior citizens who may not have access
to public transportation or who may
not be fit to drive. Just as with the
development and implementation of
trains and airplanes, we have to trust
ingenuity and keep an open mind.

This legislation (Autonomous Ve-
hicles) sends a strong message to inno-
vators and job creators that New Jersey
is not afraid of being the home to new
thinking and the way of the future. It is
another avenue to continue economic
growth in this state, while we continue
to cut red tape; make record invest-
ments in schools for our next genera-
tion; and continue adding private-sec-
tor jobs each month.

*****
Bill S-2898, introduced by Sen.

Kean, charges the state Motor Vehicle
Commission with establishing stan-
dards for licensing autonomous ve-
hicles, or any operated by artificial
intelligence, sensors, GPS systems or
any other self-driving technologies. The
Commission would establish regula-
tions authorizing the use of autono-
mous vehicles, and create rules cover-
ing safety, testing, insurance, registra-
tion and operation. New Jersey would
become the fourth U.S. state to adopt a
law permitting autonomous vehicles
and the first to do so in the populated
Northeast.

*****
Re: Sweeney

Now that Senator Sweeney is finally
ending his 50-day partisan ban of Re-
publican solutions, hopefully he al-
lows this Senate to come together and
start advancing the people’s reforms. I
once again call on Senator Sweeney to
post for a vote Republican legislation
to protect families, make this state more
affordable and hold government ac-
countable at all levels. It is unaccept-
able for this Senate to fail in executing
those essential public duties.

In September, the Senate Republi-
can caucus started publicly petitioning

Autonomous Vehicles
And Sen. Sweeney

Senator Sweeney to post common-
sense, and in some cases bipartisan,
Republican initiatives. And in Novem-
ber, the Senate President and other
Democratic leaders vowed to join us in
enacting Superstorm Sandy reforms.
But both of these things haven’t really
happened yet.

This Senate must leave nothing on
the table when it comes to protecting
children and families. For example,
let’s pass:

S-185 requires court to consider re-
sults of domestic violence assessment.

S-1950/S-284, “Joan’s Law,”  re-
quires life imprisonment without pa-
role for people convicted of murdering
minors in the course of a sex crime.

S-2771 strengthens rights of sexual
assault victims.

S-884 now S-2850, requires that
sexual abuse against a child be reported
to law enforcement officials.

The people want this Senate to at-
tack property taxes at their root. We can
by:

Ending sick-leave retirement jack-
pots via S-808.

Passing civil service reforms, and
cut other duplicative spending.

Implementing real pay-to-play and
ethics reforms.

S-2068 makes all local public offi-
cials accountable to state ethics laws.
S-1917 levels the pay-to-play playing
field. S-590 full forfeiture of pension
of elected or appointed official con-
victed of any crime. S-1333, requires
forfeiture of public office, position or
employment upon conviction of cer-
tain offenses. S-597 (no wheeling);

S-601 suspends public pensions of
retired public employees who resume
public employment.

S-1891 mandates that insurance pro-
ducers perform bona fide services in
order to be paid public dollars; requires
insurance producers disclose public
contracts with the state and detail ser-
vices provided.

Let’s do something to learn from and
better prepare for the next Superstorm
Sandy. There’s more we need to do
now to help people recover. For in-
stance:

S-2505 to assure that insurance pro-
vide timely and fair insurance settle-
ment claims.

S-2494 to facilitate Sandy recovery
by allowing shore municipalities to use
beach access fees to rebuild.

S-2206 to significantly decrease or
nullify the time New Jerseyans are with-
out utilities in the wake of natural di-
sasters.

WF BOE Should Spend Money
On Hard Copies of Great Works

Letters to the Editor

At this year’s “Weathering the
Storm with Optimism” conference
of New Jersey school administrators,
representatives from the Westfield
Public Schools discussed the district’s
technology initiative to transform the
classrooms into true 21st century
learning environments. (The Westfield
Leader, July 4, 2013).

All well and good, but the public
should wonder what was wrong with
19th century or 18th century or even
earlier learning environments.

How as it that the world without
the computer and “the web” pro-
duced Rembrandt and Bach and
Beethoven and Goethe and Aristotle
and Plato and Jefferson? And as well,
people who were not famous who
nevertheless contributed to civiliza-
tion?

In many amazing cases the person
had little formal education!

George Washington (the equiva-
lent of an elementary school educa-
tion).

Andrew Jackson (sporadic educa-
tion in a local “old-field” school).

Martin van Buren (formal educa-
tion ended before he was 14).

Zachary Taylor (a sporadic formal
education because there were no for-
mal schools on the Kentucky frontier).

Millard Fillmore (six months at an
academy on the frontier).

Abraham Lincoln (perhaps 18
months of schooling from itinerant
teachers!).

Andrew Johnson (never attended
school!).

Grover Cleveland (left school at 16
after his father had died to help sup-
port his family).

Harry S. Truman (high school, one
semester of business school).

Then there was John D. Rockefeller
who became the wealthiest man in
the world with his development of
the oil industry. His only business
education was a 10-week course in
which he studied bookkeeping.

In the field of music alone, Vivaldi,
Handel, Joseph Haydn, Mozart,
Rossini, Stephen Foster, Rimsky-
Korsakov, Bruckner, Richard Strauss,
Wagner, Verdi, Tchaikovsky, Brahms,
Elgar, Walton, Mascagni, Villa-Lo-
bos, Poulenc, Irving Berlin, and
Gershwin are among the greatest
composers who received relatively
little formal musical education.

In architecture, Wright, Le
Corbusier, Sullivan (creator of the
modern skyscraper).

In the arts, Leonardo da Vinci,
Sandburg, Pope, London, Melville,
Shaw, Hemingway, Coward, Gorky.

In business, Carnegie, Hershey,
Heinz.

In technology, Edison.
In civil engineering, Eiffel.
Benjamin Franklin was a polymath

because he, as a Renaissance man,
excelled as an author, printer, politi-
cal theorist, moralist (his list of 13
virtues), politician, postmaster, sci-
entist, musician, inventor (lightning
rod, bifocals, Franklin stove, a car-
riage odometer, and glass harmonica),
satirist, civic activist (founded one of
America’s first volunteer fire compa-
nies, founded the American Philo-
sophical Society, organized the Phila-
delphia militia, delegate to the Con-
stitutional Convention, president of
Pennsylvania), statesman, diplomat
(ambassador to France), and chess
player.

All these people were autodidacts.
That is, they were partially or mostly
self-taught in their fields and had
only books to read and observations
to make. No computers or “the web”
then!

Of course, formal education is an
ideal.

And, of course too, there is value in
new technologies. After all, the
printed book once was cutting edge
technology!

But there may be too much reli-
ance on new technologies such as the
computer to convey knowledge. What
should count more is not the technol-
ogy of the communication of knowl-
edge, but the knowledge itself!

There is still something to be said
for rote memorization, for outlining,
for paying more attention to the
teacher than to the computer screen!

Are we to say that the generations
past did not have a good education
because they did not have the com-
puter and “the web?”

Perhaps the money spent to trans-
form the classrooms into 21st cen-
tury educational experiences would
be better spent on purchasing hard
copies of great works of literature,
political science, and philosophy and
on taking the students to art muse-
ums, historical sites, and performing
arts venues.

New technologies are enamoring,
but let us not throw out the baby with
the bath water!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

WWOR Pulls The Plug On
Local New Jersey News

Dear Acting Chairwoman Clyburn,
Federal Communications Commission:

I am writing to bring to your attention
an issue of critical concern to the state of
New Jersey: recent actions by WWOR-
TV, Channel 9 in New Jersey, to cancel
its 10 p.m. half-hour of news with abso-
lutely no notice to its viewers.

As you are no doubt aware, WWOR is
the state’s only commercial high-pow-
ered station. Meanwhile, because the state
doesn’t have a designated market area or
DMA, its nearly nine million residents
are forced to share two out-of-state DMAs.
This means WWOR is our constituents’
only ability to get true local news cover-
age.

Unfortunately, despite this reality,
WWOR has failed for over a decade to
live up to its broadcasting obligations to
New Jersey. Studies have shown that
WWOR has provided less coverage of
New Jersey politics than most of the New
York-based television stations and has
failed to provide adequate coverage of
New Jersey news and public affairs. In
addition, since purchasing WWOR in
2001, News Corporation, now 21st Cen-
tury Fox, has done everything they can to
avoid any commitment to serve as a truly
New Jersey station.

Now, WWOR has pulled the plug on
the only newscast the station had left.
This action deserves immediate enforce-
ment by your agency. In fact, considering
the license renewal application of WWOR
is pending before the FCC, I believe that
the current license should be revoked
until you can place additional conditions
on the station to ensure that WWOR is
both based in New Jersey and provides
local news coverage to the state.

The late Senator Frank Lautenberg
had repeatedly called upon your Com-
mission to ask that you hold WWOR
accountable to its licensure requirements
in New Jersey. He also asked that you
conclude your investigation regarding
potential misrepresentations included in
their license renewal application. None
of which the FCC has done to date.

As a member of the Committee of
jurisdiction with oversight over broad-
cast issues and the FCC, I have followed
WWOR closely. Now, I intend to con-
tinue the work of the Senator to ensure
that WWOR does not get away with these
irresponsible actions.

I urge you to take serious and immedi-
ate action against WWOR. Thank you.

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

THOSE WHO SERVE...The Westfield Foundation has announced the installa-
tion of three new trustees. They were installed in May. These trustees will serve
six years with the Foundation, which supports those in need. The new trustees,
pictured left to right, are: Janet Sarkos, Karen Fountain and Mitch Beinhaker.

MEETING VOTERS…Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger of Union, left, poses with Roselle Park residents Ricardo Garcia and his
son, Joseph Garcia, at the Five Points Galloping Hill Car Show in Union last
month.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Blood Pressure Screenings
On Tap at Area Locations

AREA – Overlook Medical Cen-
ter has announced its schedule of
free blood pressure screenings as
part of its Community Health Cal-
endar for the month of July. Par-
ticipants also will receive counsel-
ing and educational materials from
Overlook Medical Center health
care professionals.

Screenings will be held as fol-
lows: Mondays, through July 29,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Overlook
Downtown, 357 Springfield Av-
enue, Summit; Thursday, July 11,
9 to 10:30 a.m., Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, 1340 Martine Av-
enue, Scotch Plains; Thursday, July
30, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., North
Plainfield Library, 6 Rockview Av-
enue, North Plainfield; Tuesday,
July 16, 9 to 10:30 a.m., Berkeley
Heights Township Hall, 29 Park
Avenue, Berkeley Heights; Tues-
day, July 16, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Mountainside Public Library, Con-

stitution Plaza, Mountainside;
Thursday, July 18, 9 to 10:30 a.m.,
New Providence Borough Hall, 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence;
Thursday, July 18, 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Chatham Family Practice,
492 Main Street, Chatham; Tues-
day, July 23, 9 to 10:30 a.m.,
Walgreens, 800 Morris Turnpike,
Short Hills; Tuesday, July 23, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Millburn Li-
brary, 200 Glen Avenue, Millburn;
Thursday, July 25, 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
Whole Foods Market, 2245 Spring-
field Avenue, Vauxhall; Thursday,
July 25,  noon to 1:30 p.m.,
Maplewood Library, 51 Baker
Street, Maplewood; Tuesday, July
30, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Clark
Municipal Building, 430 Westfield
Avenue, Clark, and Tuesday, July
30, 1:30 to 3 p.m., ShopRite, 76
Central Avenue, Clark.

To register for this program, call
(800) 247-9580.

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 
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John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

The Chelsea at Fanwood cordially invites you to

Refreshments!  Raffle! Tours!
RSVP appreciated:  908-654-5200

COME TO AN OPEN HOUSE!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Thursday, July 18th

Saturday, July 20th

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

- 4pm to 7pm
- 11am to 2pm

Assisted Living  Independent Living
Alzheimer’s/Memory Program
The fabulous Lofts at Chelsea

See why our residents and families rave about us!

– Obituaries –Maureen Dooley Groff, 52, Was Devoted
To Her Family, Pets and Many Friends
Maureen Kathryn Groff (Dooley),

52, of Fortuna, Calif. passed away
on the first day of July 2013, sur-
rounded by her children and hus-
band. A gathering of family and
friends will take place locally on
Saturday, August 3, 2013, from 4 to
6 p.m. at the Dooley Colonial Home
of Westfield.

A noted cheesemonger,
philanthropist and mecha-
mom, she leaves behind one
and one-half dachshunds,
three cats and the innumer-
able friends, family and
strangers touched by her gen-
erous heart.

A proud native of
Westfield, N.J., she was born
one of eight siblings to lov-
ing parents Chip and Mary
Dooley. After emigrating to
Northern California in the
1980s, she expertly balanced the
books first for local non-profit
RCAA, then for Humboldt’s most
beloved purveyor of fine cheeses,
Cypress Grove Chevre.

Perhaps the smartest person to
have ever existed, it is whispered
that through telepathy she spoke to
her many dogs and cats, but that
they had never been known to lis-
ten. Stubborn against convention,

she pioneered the practice of “des-
sert after dessert” and fought the
cancer that consumed her cease-
lessly until the very end, never
letting up her humor, her bravery,
or her fierce love for her family.

Despite her other successes, to
the authors of this obituary Maureen

is most remembered
as the endlessly self-
less mother of four
handsome children
and as a dear wife to
her husband and
midlife love, Richard
J. Rowley.

We all hope that she
is now tackling the one
task she never got to in
life: taking a break.

To us she will al-
ways be here, linger-
ing in the margins of

every family photograph and in
the voices of all who loved her.

A celebration of her life will
take place at the Fortuna River
Lodge in Fortuna, Calif. from 1 to
5 p.m. on Sunday, July 21.

For further information or to
make a donation in her memory,
please visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Maureen Groff

PRAY AND PLAY…Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold Shabbat
Pray and Play events for families with children ages 4 and under on Saturdays,
July 13 and August 10, at 10 a.m. both days. Temple Sholom currently is housed
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located at Martine and LaGrande Avenues
in Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are: Linda Nieporent with her children,
Leo and Elana, along with parent volunteer Julie Friedman.

Frederick J. ‘Major’ Gibbons, Jr., 88,
Beloved Father, Grandfather, Veteran

Frederick J. Gibbons, Jr., 88, for-
merly of Redford, Mich., died on
Sunday, July 7, 2013, at the New
Jersey State Veterans Memorial
Home in Edison, N.J.

He was born on July 12, 1924 in
Toledo, Ohio. After serving our
country in Europe, he moved to
Detroit and worked for Ford Motor
Company for almost 25 years.

Fred received his undergraduate
business degree from Babson Col-
lege and completed postgraduate
business education (MBA/DBA) at
Indiana Northern University. He re-
tired at 55 and never looked back.
He and his wife, Helen, traveled the
world from 1978 until Helen’s death
in 2006.

He is survived by his son, Patrick;
his daughter-in-law, Francie, and

three grandchildren, Erin, Mollie
and Brian.

Fred was an avid military histo-
rian (102nd Ozarks Infantry Divi-
sion, U.S. Army) and accomplished
musician. He played sax, clarinet
and piano. He also spent many years
as an assistant scoutmaster, Junior
Achievement mentor and volunteer
tax preparer for seniors. Fred was
active in the VFW, Masonic and St.
Mark’s Presbyterian Church. Most
importantly, he was an extremely
generous father and grandfather.

A memorial service celebrating
Fred’s life will be held in Troy,
Mich. at a later date.

To leave a message of condo-
lence, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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USS Columbus Vets
Invited to Reunion

AREA – The U.S.S. Columbus
Veterans Association invites Navy
and Marine Corps shipmates who
served on the USS Columbus CA-
74/CG-12 from 1944 through 1976
and the USS Columbus (SSN-762),
past and present, to attend the up-
coming USS Columbus CA-74/CG-
12/SSN-762 Reunion.

The reunion will take place
Wednesday through Sunday, Oc-
tober 2 to 6, 2013, at the Hilton-
Branson, Mo. Interested persons
are asked to contact Allen R. Hope,
president, 3828 Hobson Road, Fort
Wayne, Ind. 46815-4505; (260)
486-2221, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (East-
ern Time); by fax at (260) 492-
9771, or  by e-mail  at
Hope4391@frontier.com.

Temple Sholom to Offer
Pray and Play Events

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom
of Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites
families with children ages 4 and
under to Shabbat Pray and Play
events featuring music, maracas,
puppets and parachutes, led by
Cantor Darcie Sharlein and parent
volunteer Julie Friedman. The pro-
grams will take place on two Sat-
urdays, July 13 and August 10.

This monthly, 30-minute, inter-
active service will begin at 10 a.m.
both days and will be followed by
a free bagel brunch in the play-
room. Older siblings will be wel-
come.

“This isn’t  your ordinary
children’s service,” said Temple
Sholom Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro Abraham, who

came up with the idea for an inter-
active Shabbat program when her
own very active children were in
preschool.

“It’s like where Shabbat meets
Gymboree. The kids are encour-
aged to jump up, dance, sing and
play along,” she continued. “Af-
terwards, everyone gets a chance
to nosh and get to know one an-
other over bagels.”

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at
the corner of  Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Participants will meet in the chapel
around the corner, off of Marian
Avenue, and are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
Temple Sholom. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

Founded in 1913,  Temple
Sholom is a Reform Jewish Con-
gregation led by Rabbi Joel
Abraham. The temple and its reli-
gious school are home to about
250 families from the greater
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.

The temple has purchased five
acres of land in Scotch Plains for
its future home. Temple Sholom is
a member of the Union for Reform
Judaism. For more information
about the temple or joining the
congregation, call (908) 889-4900,
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Christopher J. Jacob, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Fishing, Gardening and Travel
Christopher J. Jacob passed away

on Saturday, June 22, 2013, at his
home in Westfield, N.J.

Born in Ballina, County Mayo,
Ireland, in 1931, he was married to
Violet M. Jacob, also of Ballina,
County Mayo. Chris and Violet emi-
grated to the United States in 1964
along with their three children. They
settled in Westfield, where they re-
mained until retirement in 1995,
when they returned to Ballina and
shared their time between Ireland
and Westfield.

Chris was an avid boatman, en-
joying many years of fishing along
the New Jersey coast with family
and friends. He had a passion for
motorcycles all of his life. He played
the clarinet for several years after
picking it up in the later part of his
life. Chris and Violet enjoyed sev-
eral years of travel within the United
States during their retirement. Chris
retired from General Motors in 1992
after 27 years of employment. Vio-
let retired from the Town of Westfield
in 1995, where she had been the tax
collector for 30 years.

In his retirement, Chris loved to
garden at his home in Ballina; he had
his boat out on the river and was
surrounded by his sisters, brother,
nieces and nephews and family visits.

Chris found great joy sharing in
the lives of his grandchildren,
Michael, David, Victoria, Kiera,
Brigit, Kimberly, Timothy and Chris,
and he enjoyed the visits of his fam-
ily from the United States to the
home in Ireland.

Chris was predeceased by his wife,

Violet M. Jacob, on December 27,
2009. He is survived by his children,
Geraldine Jacob of Westfield, David
Jacob of Fanwood and Chris Jacob
of Westfield. He was predeceased
by his brother, Mixie, and also is
survived by his sisters, Anna Tolan,
Maura Kilcullen and Ena Marsh in
Ireland.

Chris was returned to Ireland after
his passing. Funeral arrangements
in Ireland were by David McGowan
of McGowan’s Funeral Home,
Ballina. A Requiem Mass was held
at St. Muredach’s Cathedral in
Ballina, County Mayo, Ireland on
Saturday, June 29, 2013, with burial
in Leigue Cemetery beside his be-
loved Violet. He will truly be missed.

There will not be a memorial ser-
vice locally in Westfield. If anyone
wishes to make a donation in his
memory, please make donations to
The Paul Jackson Fund, P.O. Box
2014, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

To laugh often and love much; to
win the respect of intelligent per-
sons and the affection of children; to
earn the approbation of honest citi-
zens and endure the betrayal of false
friends; to appreciate beauty; to find
the best in others; to give of one’s
self; to leave the world a bit better,
whether by a healthy child, a garden
patch or a redeemed social condi-
tion; to have played and laughed
with enthusiasm and sung with ex-
ultation; to know even one life has
breathed easier because you have
lived – this is to have succeeded. –
Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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Westfield
Saturday, July 6, Joshua Adkins,

27, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield for $1,500 pursuant to a
pickup at the South Plainfield Po-
lice Department. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, July 6, Yusuf Abramson,
33, of Plainfield was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Westfield Avenue and First Street. He
was wanted on warrants from Scotch
Plains, for $500; Mountainside, for
$214, and Fanwood, for $356.
Abramson was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance by all three
municipalities.

Saturday, July 6, Christina
Santiago, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on the 400 block of West
North Avenue on two outstanding
Elizabeth warrants with bail total-
ing $300. She was processed and
released on her own recognizance.

Sunday, July 7, police arrested a
17-year-old male juvenile from
Westfield on a charge of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop on First Street
near Rahway Avenue. The juve-
nile was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over
to a responsible adult.

Sunday, July 7, William Tho-
mas, V, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with shop-
lifting at a business establishment
on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on his own recognizance
with a scheduled court date.

Sunday, July 7, Nathaniel Garcia,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant for
$93 from Elizabeth pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Av-
enue and Sycamore Street. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own
recognizance per the Elizabeth
Municipal Court.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 1, Donyale Jordan,

29, of Plainfield was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on Willow Av-
enue on an outstanding no-bail war-
rant issued by the Plainfield Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department.

Monday, July 1, a resident of
White Oak Road reported that he
has been having an ongoing dispute
with his former girlfriend, who calls
him multiple times a day.

Wednesday, July 3, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that some-
one made approximately $1,500
in purchases on her credit card
without her authorization.

Wednesday, July 3, a resident of
Chip Lou Lane reported that some-
time between June 18 and July 3,
someone entered his residence and
removed an undetermined amount of
cash and jewelry. According to police,
it is unknown how entry was gained.

Friday, July 5, Jiahad Chapman,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehen-
sion after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue, at which time he
gave multiple false names. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, July 5, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her
yard and removed a sign, valued at
approximately $75.

Sunday, July 7, Fausto Herrera,
54, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on King Street. According to
police, Herrera failed several field
sobriety tests at the scene and was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 2, Jose Palacios,

50, of Mountainside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for driving with a sus-
pended license. He was processed
and released at the scene.

Thursday, July 4, an employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported
that a silver car with two black
men inside asked for a “fill up”
and, once the tank was full, drove
away without paying. According

to police, the victim was able to
get the license plate of the motor
vehicle and the incident also was
caught on video surveillance.

Thursday, July 4, Maribel Ruiz,
48, of Newburgh, N.Y. was stopped
by the New Jersey State Police and
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside. She was picked
up on Route 78 by Mountainside
police officers and transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Thursday, July 4, police re-
sponded to a dispute at a Route 22
theater. According to police, the
first victim reported that he allowed
the second victim to get past him so
that he and his girlfriend could sit
in the row. Later, during the movie,
the second victim stated that he
asked the first victim to move so he
could exit the row, at which time
the first victim told the second vic-
tim he could not keep going in and
out of the row and not to come
back, police said. When the second
victim came back, the first victim
had his leg propped on the seat in
front of him, blocking the row, at
which time the second victim stuck
his leg to get back to his seat, au-
thorities reported. According to
police, the first victim then stood
up and struck the second victim.
Witnesses stated that the second
victim did nothing wrong. Both vic-
tims declined to sign complaints
and left the theater at separate times.

Friday, July 5, Ernesto Guzman,
59, of Perth Amboy was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana.

Friday, July 5, Marlissa S.
Bruney-Jules, 24, of Parlin was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for driving with a
suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Hillside in
the amount of $350. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance by
the Hillside Police Department.

Saturday, July 6, Bryan Trivino,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 and charged with posses-
sion of suspected marijuana, over
50 grams, and items associated
with the distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance.

Sunday, July 7, police responded
to a residence on Outlook Drive
West on a report of a dispute be-
tween neighbors regarding a fence.
According to police, the victim
stated that he put up a fence after
acquiring a permit from the bor-
ough, and that his rear-yard neigh-
bor approached him and stated,
“You better take down that fence
and I better not have to tell you
again.” The victim then told police
that he observed his fence was lean-
ing at a 45-degree angle after he
witnessed the neighbor pushing on
it, police said. Police attempted to
speak with the neighbor but were
told by his son he was not at home,
at which time police explained to
the son that if his father had a
problem with the fence he should
contact the borough’s zoning de-
partment.

DBSA to Feature
Peer Speaker

AREA – The Depression and Bipo-
lar Support Alliance (DBSA) will fea-
ture Steve Eisenberg at its monthly
meeting on Wednesday, July 31. A
peer who has bipolar illness, he will
present WRAP (Wellness and Recov-
ery Action Plan) and will demonstrate
how it works to make one’s life better.

Mr. Eisenberg has led and admin-
istered DBSA support groups for 10
years and is trained in WRAP and as
a Community Mental Health Associ-
ate. Currently he is a Wellness Peer
Support Specialist at the Essex
County Hospital Center.

DBSA educational meetings take
place the last Wednesday of every
month at 7:45 p.m. using the facili-
ties of the Morristown Unitarian Fel-
lowship, 21 Normandy Heights Road,
Morristown. The public is invited to
attend all meetings. A nominal dona-
tion is requested from non-members.

In case of hazardous weather, call
(908) 377-5245 after 6 p.m. for can-
cellation information. For further lo-
cal information, call (973) 994-1143
or the New Jersey Self-Help Group
Clearing House at (800) 367-6274.
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Westfield Library Offers
Magazine Collection Online
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library, in partnership with
RBdigital from Recorded Books, has
announced the availability of Zinio
for Libraries. Awarded Best New Da-
tabase of 2012 by Library Journal,
Zinio is the world’s largest news-
stand, offering multi-user access to
popular publications.

Through the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, patrons of Westfield will
have unlimited simultaneous access
to complete digital magazines, which
can easily be viewed on any Internet-
enabled device inside or outside of
the library.

Zinio’s technology digitally recre-
ates a magazine page for page, in-
cluding full color pictures, intuitive
navigation, key word article search
and interactive elements such as au-
dio and video.

Currently, Westfield has 24 maga-
zines available through Zinio, includ-
ing Cosmopolitan, Men’s Health, La-
dies Home Journal, O, The Oprah
Magazine, Reader’s Digest, Esquire,
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, Popular
Science, Newsweek and Rolling Stone.

Library Director Phil Israel said,

“We are thrilled to be offering Zinio
to our patrons, as it is revolutionizing
reading. There are no holds, no wait-
ing and no checkout periods. Read-
ers can move seamlessly within each
publication page between text, inter-
active graphics, animated illustra-
tions, videos and much more.”

Zinio can be accessed through PCs,
MACs, iPhones, iPads, Androids,
Kindle Fire/FireHD, Nook HD/HD+,
Windows 8 and Blackberry Playbook.

To access Zinio, Westfield patrons
may visit wmlnj.org and click on the
link for Zinio or go to wmlnj.org/
Zinio.asp. Anyone needing help set-
ting up an account should visit the
Circulation or Reference desks.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday, and
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day. The library will be closed on
Sunday until September 22.

For more information on library pro-
grams and services, call (908) 789-4090,
visit wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,”
or stop by the library at 550 East Broad
Street for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Mayor Raymond and Diane Stone

Mayor and Mrs. Stone
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Former Westfield, N.J. Mayor

Raymond Stone and his wife, Diane,
formerly Diane Lesley Noack of
Newark, N.J., celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on Saturday,
June 15, at their retirement home in
Sun City Hilton Head, S.C.

The couple was married on June 15,
1963 at the Kilburn Memorial Presby-
terian Church in Newark, N.J. They
resided in Westfield for 37 years be-
fore retiring to South Carolina in 2007.

Mayor Stone served as Third Ward
Councilman for three terms prior to
becoming mayor for two terms from
1987 to 1990. He was employed for
more than 40 years in New Jersey

commercial banks before retiring. Mrs.
Stone was a longtime office manager
for the medical practice of Westfield
pediatrician Dr. Arvind Shah.

Mayor and Mrs. Stone have a son,
Raymond F. Stone of Garwood, N.J.;
daughters, Lesley Allison Asendorf
of Evans, Ga. and Jennifer Lynn Ban-
nister of Downingtown, Pa., and six
granddaughters, the Misses Taylor,
Hayley and Kayla in Georgia and
Misses Brianna, Marissa and Jamie
in Pennsylvania.

The Stones plan a trip to New Jer-
sey in August to further celebrate
their anniversary with relatives and
friends.

Golden Agers Club Invites
Seniors to ‘Join the Fun’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club, under the
auspices of the recreation department
of the Township of Scotch Plains, in-
vites senior residents to “join the fun”
at its weekly meetings. Meetings are
held at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Thursday.

The club meets from September
through June and allows seniors the
chance to meet with their peers, voice
their opinions, play bingo and more,
and let their voices be heard on town-
ship planning and activities that im-
pact their lives.

Birthdays are celebrated each
month with well wishes, cake and
coffee. Monthly business meetings
update seniors on township happen-
ings. Recreation Director Ray Poerio
is always available to answer ques-
tions and concerns.

The club year ended with a luau on
June 27. Multiple dinner theatre,
musical revues and fun activity trips

are planned for September onwards.
For trip details or membership infor-
mation, call Jean DeTore, president,
at (908) 889-4121.

IHM Healing Mass
To Be Held Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church invites members of the com-
munity to attend a Healing Mass that
will take place this Sunday, July 14,
at the church. All are welcome.

Rosary and Exhortation will begin
at 2 p.m., with the Healing Mass
starting at approximately 3 p.m. The
Reverend Bill Halbing, pastor, will
be the celebrant. The afternoon will
conclude with an opportunity for in-
dividual prayer.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church is located at 1571 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, interested persons are
invited to call the church at (908)
889-2100 or Joyce at (201) 286-0777.

Westfield Newcomers Club
Enjoys Family Activities

WESTFIELD – The Newcomers
Club of Westfield participated in
Kidville’s Rockin’ Railroad classes
on June 27. Parents, caregivers and
children enjoyed Rockin’ Railroad’s
live, four-piece band, exploring dif-
ferent instruments and meeting pup-
pet friends at the newly opened
Kidville in Westfield.

The class at Kidville was one of
many children’s activities scheduled
by The Newcomers Club of
Westfield. Recent events also have
included a trial class at New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts; a children’s
gardening event sponsored by Will-
iams Nursery; a class at Surgent’s
Elite School of Gymnastics and the
annual egg hunt.

Since 1944, The Newcomers Club
of Westfield has served as a vehicle
for new residents to get to know one
another and feel at home in their
new town. Activities offered include
a book club, social occasions,
children’s activities, playgroups and
volunteer opportunities.

A non-profit volunteer organiza-

tion for women and their families,
the club also welcomes those who
are not new to town, but who have
had a recent lifestyle change – such
as marriage, adoption or birth of a
child – or anyone looking to become
more involved in the community.
For more information, visit
meetup.com/westfieldnewcomers.

Alec Jernstedt and Ms. Kelly Ann Cianciotta

Ms. Kelly Ann Cianciotta
To Wed Alec Jernstedt

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cianciotta of
Scotch Plains proudly announce the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Kelly Ann Cianciotta, to Alec
Jernstedt, son of Ann and Jeff
Jernstedt of Portland, Ore.

Ms. Cianciotta, a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and Georgetown University, will be-
gin her career at IBM as an IT con-

sultant in the District of Columbia in
September.

Mr. Jernstedt graduated from
Wilsonville High School in
Wilsonville, Ore. and from Towson
University. He works as a marketing
executive and coach at Next Level
Lacrosse in Bethesda, Md.

The happy couple will wed this
month in Lavallette, N.J.

LIBRARY FRIENDS’ SCHOLARSHIP…The Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library recently presented their annual Future Librarian Scholarship to
winners Courtney Han and Dana Rosen-Perez. Courtney and Dana attend
Rutgers University and are majoring in media, journalism and communications.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Regina Dowd, Friends president; Dana Rosen-
Perez; Jane Stepanski, chairwoman, Scholarship Committee, and Library Direc-
tor Phil Israel. Not pictured is fellow scholarship recipient Courtney Han.

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

848-200-7600
www.FCcomfort.com

Come Home To Comfort

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

20% Off
Your First Visit on ANY Hair Service

and Hair Straightening Treatment

928 South Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090

New Clients Only

908-233-0171

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

Goods & Services You Need

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

The Chelsea At Fanwood presents

Order your dinner today!    908-654-5200

SUMMER DASH AND DINE!

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Too hot to cook? Give yourself a break!

Enjoy a refreshing, summer cocktail on pick-up day.

ORDER DINNER
by July 24th

3:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
PICK UP DINNER

on July 25th

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM Free of charge!

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Program to Focus
On Sun Exposure

WESTFIELD – Overlook Medical
Center will offer a Sun Exposure
Awareness Program on Wednesday,
July 17, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. There will
not be a charge to participate.

A DermaView screening can show
the effects of sun exposure on a
person’s skin. Education on how to
minimize one’s risk also will be pro-
vided by Overlook Medical Center
health-care professionals. Registra-
tion is required. To register, call (800)
247-9580.
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Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
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COUSTAN KEY 2-RUN 1B; ECHAUSSE, VARANO 2 HITS

WF Blue 11s Plate 4 in Fifth
To Beat New Providence, 8-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Victor Coustan bounced a two-run
single to spark a four-run fifth inning
that pushed the Westfield Blue 11s past
New Providence, 8-5, in North Jersey
All-Star baseball action at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield on July 7.

Westfield struggled early with some
defensive miscues, while the Little

Pioneers had a few mental lapses on
relays in the second and fifth innings.
New Providence did take advantage
of the Blue Devils’ miscues to plate
three runs in the top of the first inning.
Richie Wawzycki reached first on an
error and Danny McCarron (2-for-2)
doubled to right field. Both runners
scored when Mason Villa’s fly ball to
right field was dropped then John Grill

lofted an RBI double to center.
“We got off to a little bit of a slow

start today. I always tell the kids that
the other team only gets three outs an
inning. Unfortunately in the first in-
ning, we gave them about five or six
outs, and they pushed a bunch of runs
across. I give our guys credit. They
battled back. They kept their heads in

WILKINSON, KOSEOGLU, DeROSA, HEFNER HOMER

SPF Blue 12s Nip WF White
In Central Jersey League, 7-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fireworks continued the day after
American Independence Day (the
Fourth of July), but this time it was at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield when
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Blue 12-
year-old baseball team and the
Westfield White resorted to the use of
the long ball in a 7-6 Raider win.

Both teams combined to whack
four home runs and three doubles,
but the real stopper was the strong
pitching by both teams, especially in
the second half of the game. With the
score, 6-5, in favor of the Raiders,
Charlie Fugett relieved with no outs
in the third and shut down the Blue
Devils for the next two and two-
thirds innings with his deceptive off-
speed pitches, yielding only one hit

and an unearned run. Fireballer Dan
Wilkinson relieved, and after a Blue
Devil reached first on a throwing
error, struck out the next batter to end
the inning then struck out the side in
the sixth to preserve the victory.

“That was exactly what we wanted
to do. We wanted to get a lot of new
guys in to pitch and slow the ball
down a little bit. We have 14 games
coming up, so basically we are trying
to get kids two innings apiece and it
worked out in our favor. We had
Danny Wilkinson, our fireballer, left
and he came in and shut it down. It
was a nice one-run ball game. It’s
always nice to have the childhood
rivalry of Scotch Plains/Westfield,”
Raider Head Coach Andrew Mulvey
said.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits, but the
big boomers came off the bats of
Wilkinson and John Koseoglu in
back-to-back fashion that ignited a

five-run third inning. Wilkinson, who
also doubled, launched a two-run
homer over the right field fence, and
Koseoglu, who also had an RBI single,
hammered his solo blast over the
centerfield fence. John Kaminskas
had a pair of singles and scored twice.
Josh Canavan (4 stolen bases, RBI)
and Nick Merkel each singled and
scored once. Fugett singled and
walked twice, and Miles Owens
singled. Angelo DiNizo had two RBI
and Ted Giandana scored once.

“I have been waiting for Danny
and John. I have them back to back,
so it was nice to see them get a back-
to-back combo there. The bats are
getting hot. We were struggling, but
today we were hitting and it was
fireworks on both sides,” Coach
Mulvey said.

Westfield White received some in-
fluence from Tom DeRosa, who

McINTYRE, CATANZARO, CROWLEY TOSS 3-HITTER

WF Blue 12s Top Union, 7-2,
In Central Jersey Baseball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Matt McIntyre and
relievers MJ Catanzaro and Matt
Crowley combined to toss a three-
hitter, and the offense created some
lightning, especially in the second
and third innings, to guide the
Westfield Blue 12s to a 7-2 victory
over Union in Central Jersey Base-
ball League action at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on July 6.

After yielding two runs on two hits
in the first inning, the Westfield pitch-
ing trio shutout the Union Little Farm-
ers the remainder of the way.
Catanzaro, who relieved McIntyre
with two outs in the third inning, al-
lowed only one hit in the fourth and a
walk in the fifth. Crowley took to the
mound in the sixth and got the first
batter to fly out to centerfield and the
next two to ground out to third.

“We came out ready to play. We

had timely hits, great defense, great
pitching. The first inning today, we
struggled with some errors. We didn’t
come out too sharp. After that, the
guys did a great job,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Chris Flynn said.

The Westfield Blue had just re-
turned from an exciting four days at
Cooperstown, N.Y., competing
against teams from many states.

“Lot of baseball! Nine games in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN...Westfield 11s’ Dom Maurillo is tagged out by New Providence third baseman Ryan Sherman,
No. 5, during a wild play in the second inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING IN WITH A DOUBLE...Westfield White 12s’ Jake Saltzer, No. 43, slides into second base with a double as Raider
Blue second baseman Carter Pomponio awaits the throw in the second inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST...Westfield 12 first baseman Mike Carlone gets the throw from the second baseman
in time to make the putout on Union’s Drew Darby in the fifth inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 7.
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Westfield Blue 12s Top Union in Baseball, 7-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SPF Blue 12s Nip Westfield Baseball White, 7-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

smacked a two-run homer, and Nathan
Hefner, who cracked a solo blast.
Andrew Caminiti tapped an RBI
single and doubled in his two at-bats,
and Jake Saltzer doubled and scored
once. Ethan Wolf, Jack Cushing and
Matt Leone each scored a run.

“I am surprised we had any ‘metal’.
These kids have been up in
Cooperstown all week in a tourna-
ment. They had their bats going up
there. I guess that’s where the home

run balls came in, but Scotch Plains
played a really good game. They threw
some really good pitchers. That com-
bination of the off-speed and the man
who threw fast, threw us off a little
bit,” Westfield White Head Coach
Steve Root said.

Westfield White’s trip to
Cooperstown was quite an experi-
ence.

“It was unbelievable! We were able
to make it to the round of 32 in the
playoffs out of 104 teams. These kids
were hitting home runs left and right.
We were just having a blast,” Coach
Root said.

The Raiders scored once in the top
of the first when Canavan, who
singled, stole two bases and scored
on Koseoglu’s hopping single past
third. Westfield answered with three
runs. Cushing walked, stole two bases

and trotted home with the help of
DeRosa’s two-run blast. Leone was
hit-by-a-pitch, stole second, dashed
to third on a throwing error and scored
on Caminiti’s infield single.

Saltzer doubled and scored in the
second to extend Westfield White’s
lead to 4-1, but the Raiders exploded
for five runs on five hits, including

the back-to-back homers to take a 6-
4 lead. Hefner hit his solo homer to
lead off the third, then Fugett relieved
and received plenty of support from
centerfielder Merkel and, especially,
from leftfielder Giandana, who made
a run-saving snag in the fifth inning.
Canavan, at shortstop, was consistent
throughout the game.

“Teddy and Nick Merkel cover
some great ground out there. I am
confident having those two guys out

there, because anything hit on that
side of the field, you know those two
guys are going to get it. Josh, our
shortstop, can shut them down. We
are getting better every day,” Coach
Mulvey said.

The Raiders scored their seventh
run in the fifth inning when DiNizo
pulled off a suicide bunt to bring
home Kaminskas. Westfield manu-
factured its sixth run in the bottom of
the fifth when Wolf scored on a wild
pitch.

“We made some errors that we
weren’t making. Scotch Plains came
to play. They had a couple of huge
hits and they made plays in the field,
and that’s what usually wins it,” Coach
Root said.
SPF Blue 105 010 7
Westfield White 311 010 6

four days. The boys played hard. They
ran into some tough teams. On the
last day that we were there, we had to
play three games. If we won that third
game, we would have played the other
Westfield team. It was a fun trip. It
was fun to see all those teams from
other states,” Coach Flynn said.

The Blue totaled nine hits against
Union. Charlie Riley had an RBI
double and an RBI single and scored
once in his three at-bats. Mike Carlone
drilled an RBI double, singled and
scored once. Aiden Gilman ripped an
RBI double, scored once and was hit-
by-a-pitch. Brendan Cox had an RBI
single and scored, Jack DiFilippo
doubled and scored, and McIntyre
singled and scored. Sean Flynn
walked twice and scored once. Jack
Sandstedt singled and walked, and
Adam Holtzman walked.

RJ Jones led off the Union first

inning with a free pass, stole second
and Brandon Bedlivy laid down a
bunt single. Jared Alvarez tapped an
infield single and, later, an error at
first resulted in two runs.

Westfield scored a run in the bot-
tom of the inning. McIntyre hacked a
single past first, stole second and
scored on Carlone’s double to right
field. In the second, Westfield added
three more runs. Flynn walked and
stole second. Gilman lined an RBI
double to center and Cox followed
with an RBI single. After a series of
balks, Cox scored.

Union threatened in the third when
Jones, Bedlivy and Alvarez all walked
with two outs. Catanzaro relieved and
struck out the next batter. Westfield
banged out two more runs in the third
to seize a 6-2 lead. Carlone singled
and stole second. Riley drilled an
RBI double to centerfield. Gilman

was hit on the elbow then Riley later
scored on a muffed pickoff attempt.

Westfield Blue’s seventh run came
in the fifth inning when DiFilippo
doubled off the centerfield fence and
scored on Riley’s single to center.

“We have some new faces on the
team from last year. We are still kind
of learning our way through. So far,
we like the effort. We think we can do
a lot better. We just need to become
more focused and play hard. That’s
all we ask for. Win or lose it doesn’t
matter, as long as you play a good
game and you hustle in and out. I
can’t complain too much. We are 8-4.
It could be worse, but it could be
better. There is always room for im-
provement. It’s not how you start, it’s
how you finish,” Union Head Coach
Julian Alvarez said.
Union 200 000 2
Westfield Blue 132 01x 7

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Ellen Murphy
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,029,000
New Construction 4BR, 3.5BA, FamRm w/2nd
story foyer, Sunken LR, open front porch, Master
balc, 2nd fl laundry, Stnlss appl.MLS NAEX3001

WESTFIELD $850,000
Classic English Tudor, 4BR, 4BA, Orig doors, mold-
ings, beamed ceil & stained glass wndws, Land-
scaped yd, Picturesque setting. MLS 3050933

WESTFIELD $799,900
Immaculate 4BR Colonial with open front
porch feat LR, FDR, Kit w/island & brkfst bar, 1st
flr Fam Rm & MBR w/full bath. MLS 3047987

WESTFIELD $799,000
2005 Custom built Colonial, Open floor plan,
4BR, 3 1/2BA, HWF, 9ft ceilings, Gas fireplace,
Granite counters. MLS 3049918 

WESTFIELD $749,000
Must see this pristine, charming 4BR Col
w/newer EIK & baths ideally located on quiet
street near town, schls & train. MLS 3049932

WESTFIELD $674,900
Wonderful, spacious 2 family home located near
Mindowaskin Park, close to schools & downtown.
2 story unit and 3rd flr unit. MLS 3041583

WESTFIELD $724,000
Charm begins with the curb appeal on this love-
ly 4BR classic Colonial on large property. CAC,
Lawn sprinklers. MLS 3048279

MOUNTAINSIDE $669,000
Immaculate 3BR Ranch w/wonderful porch &
deck overlooking a beautiful .4 acre lot. Updates
include a new gourmet EIK. MLS 3042839

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,000
Spacious expanded Ranch, over 1/2 acre of lush
property. Lrg FR, deck overlooks pool, EIK, 1st
flr laundry. MLS 3040738

FANWOOD $489,000
Wonderful 4 BR, 2.1 bth Colonial w/open flr-
plan, Updated EIK, Family room leading to 30'
deck, CAC, 100x124 property. MLS 3039922

SCOTCH PLAINS $439,000
Open, airy ground level Split, 7RM, 3BR, 1.1BA,
hardwood floors & recessed lighting, updated
baths, finished basement. MLS 3048242

FANWOOD $429,900
Well maint 4BR, 2 full BA Bi-Level w/CAC,
newer roof & furnace, newer SS appls, Close to
trains, town & schools. MLS 3041591

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Westfield’s Leading Real Estate Team
Barbara Callahan and John Aslanian

brokerbmc@aol.com        908-447-1806
john.aslanian@cbmoves.com  908-347-2042   

www.callahan-aslanian.com

2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC Coldwell Banker (R) is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC An equal opportunity company Equal Housing Opportunity Owned and 

W

Coldwell Banker East Residential Brokerage
209 Central Ave. Westfield NJ 

                                              908-233-5555

ggggg

                      Wonderful Westfield Colonial

Set on a quiet tree lined street in the heart of the Gardens, this stunning Westfield 
home boasts tons of charm while offering all the convenience of a 2004/2008 
renovation and addition. A spacious foyer welcomes you with a period staircase and 
entree to a Living Room and Dining Room warmed by  a  marble surround fireplace 
and gleaming hardwood floors. The “State of the Art Kitchen” with Granite counters   
flows into an expansive Family  Room overlooking a lush landscape with a private 
patio. A Den completes the main level while the second level offers a Master 
Bedroom with en suite Bath and three double size Bedrooms plus a full bath. The 
lower level has a finished Rec Room, powder room, Laundry area, and workout room.

                               Offered at $1,095,000

Youth Baseball on web:
SPF Blue/Westfield Blue
Westfield/New Providence

Westfield/Long Hill 10s
Westfield/Union 12s
at www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING SURE OF THE OUT...Westfield 12 catcher Matt Crowley fires the ball to first baseman Sean Flynn to get the
putout on Union’s Connor Hickey after a dropped strike three call at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING ANOTHER BASE...SPF Blue’s Josh Canavan steals second base as Westfield White shortstop Nathan Hefner
awaits the throw. Canavan swiped four bases in the game and the Raiders won, 7-6, at Gumbert 1 Field.
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Westfield Blue 11s Beat New Providence, 8-5
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Miln Street Market
103 Miln Street, Cranford (Leader)

the game. They could have hung
them,” Westfield Head Coach Noah
Ament said.

Andrew Echausse got Westfield on
the board in the bottom of the first
when he slashed a single to right,
stole second, moved to third on a
passed ball and scored on Ethan
Ament’s RBI sacrifice fly to right.
Echausse finished 2-for-3 with two
runs scored.

Westfield scored three runs on three
hits in the second to grab a 4-3 lead
with the help of a pair of walks and
some misdirected relays. Jack Riley
drilled a one-out double. Leo Loffredo
looped an RBI single over first base,
dashed to second on the throw home
and advanced to third on a passed
ball. Christian Pansini and Henry
Meiselman both walked to load the
bases. After a force out at home,
Pansini scored on a throwing error
then Danny Varano (2-for-2) slapped
an RBI single to right.

New Providence tied the score in
the third. Stanton Leuthner punched

a single to right, stole second and
scored on McCarron’s single over
first. In the fourth, Pioneer Ryan
Sherman lined a one-out single, stole
second and sped to third on a failed
pickoff attempt. Chris Kubas walked,
which prompted Coach Ament to
bring Tim Alliegro in to relieve start-
ing pitcher Pansini. After an RBI sac
fly by Brian Smith and a walk to
Owen Kovas (1-for-1), Alliegro be-
came very stingy and shutout the
Pioneers the rest of the way.

“Our pitching was fantastic. We
threw strikes, hardly had any walks.
Our defense buckled down when it
mattered. You come out, you throw
strikes, you play defense, you get on
base, you have a good chance to win
every game,” Coach Ament said.

Trailing, 5-4, in the fifth Westfield
got its bats working beginning with
Varano, who beat out an infield single.
Echausse chopped a single to left
then Coustan came through with his
two-run single to left. Ament reached
safely on a fielder’s choice. Alliegro

singled, but after another misdirected
throw, Coustan and Ament scored to
make the score, 8-5. Will Kessler
added a single in the inning.

“We knew these guys are a good
team. We just got to cut back on some
of those mistakes, letting three or
four runs in that big inning, and it’s a
different ball game. We are coming
along well. We are hitting well. The
field is good. The pitching is good. A
few extra throws here and there and
getting those runners back to where
they should be to limit those runs, we
will be in better shape,” Pioneer Head
Coach Mike Sherman said.

“Big hit! Full count. He [Coustan]
battled back, got to a full count then
he drove one into leftfield with two
guys on base. You can’t get much
bigger than that,” Coach Ament said.

Aliegro, who fanned two Pioneers
in the fifth inning, struck out three of
the four batters he faced in the final
inning.
New Providence 301 100 5
Westfield Blue 130 04x 8

MELAO THUMPS 2-RUN 3B, KORNFELD WINNING RBI

Westfield 10s Edge Long Hill
In ‘4th of July’ Thriller, 6-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Independence Day at Gumbert 3
Field in Westfield featured a spirited
showdown between two talented 10-
year-old baseball teams, the visiting
Long Hill 10s and the Westfield 10s.
Trailing 5-2, the Little Blue Devils
scored three runs in the bottom of
the fifth inning then Jeremy Kornfeld
chopped the winning RBI single in
the sixth to give Westfield a 6-5
victory.

Both teams demonstrated their
finely tuned, across-the-board skills
with a number of key defensive plays,
strong pitching and key hitting. Trevor
Bokach, Charlie Everhard, Hunter
Skerlanitz and Christian Gonzalez,
respectively, performed the mound

duties for Long Hill, while Chris
Rizzi, Kornfeld and Chris Ho, re-
spectively, pitched effectively for
Westfield.

Long Hill totaled eight hits and
Gonzalez had two of them with an
RBI single and a double, while scor-
ing once. Everhard walked, doubled
and scored once. Matt Stanton had an
RBI single and scored once. Ryan
Doherty and Jake Noerr each singled
and scored a run, while Skerlanitz
(walked once) and Matt Ravalli each
tapped RBI singles. Sam DeMizio
and Zach Medina each walked once.

Westfield totaled 12 hits and the
most influential one came with Matt
Melao’s two-run triple in the fifth
inning. Ho and Kornfeld each went
2-for-2 with an RBI. Tom Clancy and

Ian Gannaway each went 2-for-2 with
a run scored. Liam Henderson
doubled and scored once. Patrick Bass
had an RBI single, Jake Bencivegno
singled, walked and scored once, and
Luke Engelke walked and scored
once, while Ryan Pettit walked and
added an RBI.

Defensively, Long Hill’s Neorr
made a fine snare of a difficult fly ball
in centerfield, then later at third base,
he grabbed a hard grounder and fired
to first for the putout. Several Long
Hill infielders made tough plays seem
routine.

Westfield turned two double plays,
the first coming when right fielder
Clancy caught a fly ball and gunned
down the runner, who tagged up at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

View Thousands of Homes Online

Scotch Plains $409,000
Beautiful 4BR/2BA home w/many quality
updts. Nicely landscaped property. Possible
au pair/in-law suite. Close to NY trans.

Agent: Barbara “Joyce” Antone MLS: 3041794

Fanwood $425,000
Charming 3BR/2BA Col located mins from
town, train & shops! HW flrs thru-out, LR
w/WB fpl…just unpack & move-in!

Agent: Jodi Luminiello MLS: 3049799

Westfield $799,000
Spacious Col, Fam Rm & cust designed kit
add ‘03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, fin 3rd flr
& bsmt rec rm, nice yard, conv loc.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3020344

Mountainside $456,000
Well maintained Ranch in an unbeatable
location close to NY trans, town & comm
pool! FDR, LR w/fpl, HW flrs & dry bsmt.

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 3039288

Mountainside $1,100,000
Extraordinary, renovated 1917 Georgian Col
w/ 5 luxurious bdrm suites & gourmet kit
on a cul-de-sac. Easy NYC commute.

Agent: Jennifer Colamedici MLS: 2991567

Scotch Plains $629,000
Split level home on lovely grounds is perfect
for entertaining. Open EIK w/center island,
lrg LR/FR & in-ground pool.

Agent: Patricia Spinner MLS: 3023162

Westfield $1,299,000
Perfect blend of vintage charm & today's
amenities! Many updts, gourmet kit, wood
flrs, outdoor kit/fpl & great frnt prch!

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3039788

Scotch Plains $850,000
High on a hill this Custom Contemporary
home offers 5 BRs, 3 full, 3 half baths. Over
an acre, lrg deck & close to NY trans.

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 2981107

OPEN HOUSE Sunday,  July 14, 1-4PM
636 Clark St. Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AWAITING THE CALL...Westfield 10s catcher Luke Engelke and Long Hill’s Sam DiMizio, No. 9, await the ump’s call
during the second inning at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 4th. The call was “Out!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND... New Providence’s Ryan Sherman, No. 5, slides under the tag of Westfield’s Christian Pansini
in the fourth inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 7.

More photos – www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports pages 3-4

More photos – www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports pages 5-6
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WF 10s Edge Long Hill, 6-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

third and attempted to score, and the
second when Kornfeld, from his
pitcher’s position, dove to corral a
short popup and fired to first to catch
the runner off base. Colin Brancatella
made some good plays, Clancy made
a diving, run-saving grab of a liner at
third base in the fifth inning, and
Engelke made a fine unassisted scoop
of a hot chopper at first base in the
sixth inning.

“Tommy Clancy had a play at third
base. He also had a throw out from
right field. Chris Rizzi, Jeremy
Kornfeld and Chris Ho pitched great
against a good hitting team. I was
very happy with our sound defense.
Kornfeld has been great all year. He is
iron out there. He made a great defen-
sive play and had the game-winning
hit,” Westfield Head Coach Gil
Engelke said.

“It was a great game! Westfield is a
good team. They had a great come-
back at the end and came through. We
are having a great season so far for
Long Hill, a small town. The 10-year-
olds played hard and we will see them
a couple of more times,” Long Hill
Head Coach Matt Bokach said.

Long Hill threatened first when
Skerlanitz and Everhard began the
top of the second inning with free
passes, but Rizzi got the next batter to
ground out, struck out the second and
got the third one to pop up to short.
Westfield did, however, answer with
a run when Engelke walked,
Bencivegno singled and Ho drilled
an RBI single to left.

Noerr led off the Long Hill third
with a nifty bunt single then later

scored on Gonzalez’s looping single
over first. Westfield took a 2-1 lead in
the bottom of the inning. With
Gannaway, who singled, on third and
Melao and Bass on second and first,
respectively, Pettit drew a walk to
bring Gannaway home.

Everhard ignited some Long Hill
fireworks with a leadoff double in
the fourth. Doherty followed with
an infield single then stole second.
Stanton plopped an RBI single just
over second then advanced to sec-
ond on a wild pitch. Ravalli hobbled
an infield RBI single then Stanton,
who had advanced to third, alertly
found the opportunity to scoot home
under the radar to make the score,
4-2. Kornfeld’s catch that he con-
verted to a double play ended fur-
ther threats.

“Matt Stanton is one of our better
base runners. He knew to take advan-
tage of it. In games like this, you have
to manufacture runs, and he did a
good job of manufacturing runs,”
Coach Brokach said.

Long Hill extended its lead to 5-2
in the fifth when Gonzalez doubled
and scored on Skerlanitz’s single, but
the Blue Devils came loaded with
their own fireworks in the bottom of
the inning. Henderson doubled to left,
Gannaway singled past third then
Melao banged his two-run triple over
the centerfielder’s head. Bass tied the
score with an RBI single over third.

“Matt Melao had a triple. We really
needed that. It gave us the ability to
come back and win the game,” Coach
Engelke said.

In the sixth, Ho struck out the first
two Long Hillers then Engelke smoth-
ered a chopper and tagged first for the
third out. In the bottom of the sixth,
Bencivegna walked, Ho singled and
Kornfeld hopped his game-winning
RBI single over second.

“Long Hill was the number one
team so far in our season. We’ve been
playing great. Everything came to-
gether. Our pitching and hitting, the
boys fought hard and came back,”
Coach Engelke said.
Long Hill 001 310 5
Westfield 011 031 6

WESTFIELD 8U BLUE...Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Syndee Goulet,
Mary Lindros, Jenna Totten, Marlena Bartlett, Ella Johnson and Cassie Miller;
standing, Ella Renshaw, Vanessa Borg, Sonia Olson, Bridget Holland and Ali
Verga. Not pictured: Madison Hach.

WF 8U Blue Downs Summit
In Parkway League Softball
Westfield Blue 8U softball team

improved its record in the Parkway
Invitational Softball League to 3-2
with a road win over Summit.

Westfield plated two runs in the top of
the first. RBI singles by Marlena Bartlett
and Ella Renshaw drove in Ella Johnson
and Madison Hach. After the home team
went ahead, 5-2, in the third, Westfield
knotted the score in the fourth. Succes-
sive base hits by Syndee Goulet, Vanessa
Borg and Cassie Miller brought in
Bartlett, Ali Verga and Goulet.

After falling behind, 6-5, Westfield
went ahead, 9-6, in the fifth on scores
by Bridget Holland, Mary Lindros,
Hach and Bartlett. In the sixth, Sonia
Olson knocked in Renshaw, making
the final score 10-6. Also, Jenna Tot-
ten reached base in the third.

Westfield’s head coach Joe Verga
commended his team for a strong
effort. “The girls played hard. We got
timely hitting up and down the lineup,
and we played tough defense, record-
ing putouts all around the field.”

2013 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP

at Scotch Plains - Fanwood High School

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 29 - AUG. 2

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp
Not Held in a Park!”

Co-Ed • Grades 1-9

Goal Keeper Training

Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Indoor Facilities

Boys and Girls
Grades 1-12

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Sunny, spacious 8 room, 3 to 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath colonial in the Brightwood section near Gregory
Pond, charming setting. Foyer opens to living room w/fireplace, banquet size formal dining room, cozy family
room, updated, expanded kitchen w/cherry cabinets, granite counter, skylight and separate eating area and first
floor laundry.  Large master bedroom suite with updated master bath and balcony overlooking private backyard.
Good size bedrooms and office. Finished basement w/Rec Room, 4 zone heat, delightful screen porch with skylight,
2-car garage and nice lot size ( 100x152).      $749,000.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

CALL AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include 
full-size washer/dryer. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

866.379.4541
for hours and directions

ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

CHAMPIONS WHO REMEMBER...The U10 Mustangs with players from
Mountainside and its surrounding towns recently won the Colonia Tournament,
defeating Ridge, 6-4, in the finals. The picture shows the boys with their trophies
and wearing, “Love Wins” bracelets in support of Remembering Ana Grace
Marquez -Greene, a friend of one of the players, who tragically lost her life in the
Newtown shootings.

WF White 11U Wins Two
In New Prov. Green League

NICE PLAY…Westfield’s Jake White, with Matt Korth backing up, makes a
great throw from third base to first base for an out in Westfield White 11U’s 16-
4 win over Berkeley Heights.

The Westfield White 11U baseball
team notched a 12-5 victory over
Chatham Blue on July 2 and a 16-4
win over Berkeley Heights on July 3
to improve to 3-2 in the New Provi-
dence Green League.

The victory over Chatham Blue
came behind a strong pitching effort
by Derek Kingsley and Jake White
and timely hitting that led to three big
innings. Westfield scored six runs in
the first inning, three in the second
and three in the fifth to put the game
away.

Westfield racked up a total of 13
hits with Jonny Audino, CJ Composto,
Colin Murphy and Joe Rigney each
getting two hits, and Jack Bowman,
Chris Giglio, Brendan Hiltz and Matt
O’Connor getting one hit. Matt Korth
and Luke Pardo each walked and
scored a run in a great team effort.

In the win over Berkeley Heights,
Westfield exploded for 12 runs in the
first two innings and 15 hits overall.
Hiltz, Murphy and Rigney had two
hits each, and Kingsley and O’Connor
each scored two runs and had one hit.

Westfield also displayed some great
defense. In the fifth inning, Audino
fielded a hit to right field and made the
long throw to catcher Pardo, who made
a great catch and applied the tag for an
out at the plate. In the fourth, Bowman
hauled in a tough fly ball in right field
and White had a nice play at third base.
The pitching was stellar behind
Composto, Giglio and Korth.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on July 9,
2013. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the Borough Council to be held
at its meeting room in the Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey, on July 23, 2013 at 7:15 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available, at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 13-11

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE 2013
ROAD AND DRAINAGE IM-
PROVEMENT PROJECT IN,
BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH
OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $250,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE A STATE
GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE IS-
SUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertake the following im-
provements in the Borough as the 2013
Road and Drainage Improvement Project:

Road Resurfacing (including
drainage, sidewalk, curb and driveway

apron improvements, where necessary)
Oak Street (from Rankin Avenue to Myrtle

Avenue)

Drainage
Third Avenue (from Walnut Street to

Maple Street)

Depending upon the contract price and
other exigent circumstances, and upon
approval by the Borough Council, there
may be additions to or deletions from the
above list.

Appropriation:  $250,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $60,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $190,000
Section 20 Costs:  $30,000
Useful Life: 10 years

Christina M Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 7/11/13, The Leader Fee: $61.20

FAMILIAR FLAG FROM AFAR...1LT Kevin Devaney, currently serving in
Ghazni Province, Afghanistan, in the Army’s 10th Mountain Light Infantry
Division, a former co-captain of Westfield cross-country (XC) team, Class of ’06,
proudly displays the WHS XC flag. Kevin’s teacher and XC/track coach Thomas
Hornish organized “Operation: Make GI Jiminy Cricket’s Wish List Come
True.” Through the generosity of Mr. Hornish, his coaching staff, WHS XC-
Friends of Track and Team, WHS students and staff, and businesses of Westfield,
funds and food items were sent to Kevin’s “Joker” Platoon earlier this year. When
at home, Kevin is stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y., where he lives with his wife
Emma. Kevin is the son of Michael and Susan Devaney of Westfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on April
24, 2013 granted approval to permit a
fitness center in the Light Industrial Zone.
Also approved were variances for pre-
existing deficiencies in side yard setback
and maximum improvement coverage. The
property in question is owned by Toro
Management LLC, and is located at 27
South Avenue, being Block 55, Lot 4.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Gregory M. Juba P.C.
923 North Wood Avenue

 Linden, New Jersey 07036
for

Toro Management LLC
919 Sterling Street

Plainfield, New Jersey
1 T - 7/11/13, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 13-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§27-14 (FIRE DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL; MEMBERSHIP)
IN ARTICLE I (GENERAL
PROVISIONS) IN CHAPTER
27 (FIRE DEPARTMENT) OF
THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
AMEND REQUIREMENTS
FOR MEMBERSHIP.

STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.

13-10, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2013.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 7/11/13, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Dentons LLP, 101
JFK Parkway, Short Hills, New Jersey
07078

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance of and in conjunction with the
duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2013 through
December 31, 2013

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $17, 500.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 7/11/13, The Leader Fee: $17.34

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION AT THIRD BASE...Long Hill’s Charlie Everhard advances to third on
a passed ball and upends Westfield third baseman Ryan Pettit in the second
inning at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 4th.
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Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

WESTFIELD. Custom built 10 Rooms, 5 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial.
Private road which will turn over to Town Of Westfield. Hardiwood
plank exterior, custom crown molding exterior, stone front, custom
kitchen with butler area in kitchen, gas fireplace in Family Room, Master
Bedroom features Tray ceilings, soaking tub with stall shower, Large
Boudoir walking closet in master bedroom, double sink in master bath.
2 car attached garage, walk-up attic, unfinished basement. $1,395,000.

Richard
Buontempo

CUSTOM COLONIAL

Nadine
Allen

SCOTCH PLAINS. Situated, this beautiful 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split has
a large gourmet kitchen with granite counters and center island. Enjoy
entertaining in the metropolitan style open floor plan living room and dining
room. A cozy 3 Season Room leads to a large deck and park like yard with in
ground pool and cabana. Family Room with builtins, finished basement as a
recreation room or for flexible office space. Priced to sell, in move in condition.
DIR: Martine-Cooper-Heather-Highlander-Clydesdale-Sunnyfield. $585,000.

Associate of the Month

Phyllis
Stern

SPLIT

SCOTCH PLAINS. Bright and airy 3 BR, 2 Bath Split w/skylights. Gourmet
EIK w/granite, SS appliances and sliders to patio, FR addition. Refinished
hardwood floors in Bedrooms & stairway to 2nd floor, large entry foyer w/
skylight and closet, Crown Molding, built-in bookcases & window seat in the LR
that has a gas fireplace. There is an additional WB Fireplace in den. The
remodeled main BR w/skylight has access through Master Bedroom and hallway,
paver walkway, CAC, brick patio. Located near Brookside Park. $429,000.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN, JULY 14TH 1-5PM

Susan
Devaney

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial situated on .34 acres
with spacious rooms. Foyer, LR & FDR with recessed lighting,
hardwood floors; updated Kitchen w/custom cabinetry w/lifetime-
warranty, granite counters, recessed lighting; Family Room w/fireplace;
Den/Office w/built-in custom cabinetry, French doors & exit to garden
and patio. Master BR w/sitting room, custom closets, recessed lighting;
lovely views from new windows throughout. Private yard. $849,900.

CUSTOM SPLIT

WESTFIELD. This stately 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath custom split is
perfect for entertaining. An expanded gourmet EIK features tumbled
marble center island, granite countertops, abundant cabinetry, separate
office area w/built-in desk and access to a bricked patio and wrap-
around deck. The Family Room addition has Palladium windows, 2
cabinets separated by a window seat w/storage. The large paver driveway
takes you to a 2 car garage. Great secluded location! $639,000.

Phyllis
Stern

Alan
Rubin

Jacqueline
Waldman

Ernest
Fantini

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury “New Construction” Homes located
in Scotch Meadow Estates.  This colonial style home is one of five new homes
situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch Plains by the golf
course & county club. This home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops & wood cabinetry
opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like master bath, 3
additional Bedrooms & 2 baths w/walk up attic.  $839,900 - $949,900.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Holy Trinity Holds Eighth
Grade Graduation

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, a National Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence, gradu-
ated 30 eighth-grade students, Jun 7 at
a ceremony held at The Roman Catho-
lic Church of the Holy Trinity in West-
field. The students have received a total
of $303,000 in scholarship offers and
have been accepted to 11 area paro-
chial high schools and the Union
County Magnet High School.

During the ceremony, presided over
by Principal Sr. Maureen Fichner, S.S.J.,
and the Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph
Masiello, pastor of Holy Trinity Church,
additional scholarships and awards
were presented.

The General Excellence Award for
highest grade point average was
awarded to two students who finished
with the same final GPA: Jacqueline
McNulla and Sophia DiIorio.

Additionally, High Honors, for a GPA
of at least 3.8, was awarded to: Kristen
Cavallo, Veronica Cunningham,
Michelle Ferrer, Nicole Ferrer, Sarah
Fannick, Daniel Thek, Hannah Toner,
Chiara von Gallwitz and Shannon
Wieszczek. Honors, for students who
achieved a GPA of at least 3.5, was
awarded to Katherine Brennan, Stefano
Cotugno, Kerry Hogan, Paolina
Marano, Brendan McEwen and Lauren
McNeil.

The U.S. Department of Education’s
Presidential Gold Award for Educa-
tional Excellence was also presented to
all of those students who received hon-
ors. The U.S. Department of
Education’s Presidential Silver Award
for Educational Achievement was pre-
sented to Kristen Hughes.

Athletic Director Rich Wieszczek
presented the Scholar Athlete Awards
to Kristen Cavallo and Jacqueline
McNulla for their success in the class-
room and with their participation in

multiple sports.
Additional awards were presented

by local organizations as follows: the
Daughters of the American Revolution
presented the American History Award
to Sophia DiIorio, and Good Citizen-
ship medals to Jacqueline McNulla
and Daniel Thek. The school’s Home
and School Association presented its
Christian Leadership Award to Nicole
Ferrer and Shannon Wieszczek, who
were nominated by their peers for hav-
ing consistently demonstrated these
values.

Grand Knight Rick Weber of
Westfield’s Msgr. Henry J. Watterson
Council 1711 of the Knights of Colum-
bus presented his council’s annual
scholarship to Sarah Fannick. Tim
Dursee presented his family’s annual
Rich Dursee Memorial Award for con-
tributions to the school community and
success in sports and the classroom to
Brendan McEwen. The Loyola Schol-
arship was given to Veronica
Cunningham in recognition of her con-
tributions to the school community.

Individual subject awards were as
follows: religious studies to Michelle
Ferrer; language arts to Jacqueline
McNulla; algebra to Sophia DiIorio;
and science to Kristen Hughes. A per-
fect attendance award was also pre-
sented to Sophia DiIorio.

Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
a pre-K through 8th grade parochial
school operating from two campuses
in Mountainside and Westfield, New
Jersey, is a 2011 U.S. Department of
Education National Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence. As a Middle
States Accredited school, it is run under
the auspices of the Newark
Archdiocesan School System. For more
information on enrolling a child, email
office-wc@htisnj.com or call (908)
233-0484.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADS...The eighth grade graduates of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School celebrate outside St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield after their Baccalaureate Mass on Jun. 6.

R&S CLEANING SERVICE INC.

We clean your home, office, or
apartment. Reasonable Pricing,
Insured, Referneces upon
request. Call (908) 723-0472.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

LOOKING TO BUY HOME

Wanted. Colonial Home Westfield
/ Cranford. Close to train & out of
floodzone $400,000 to $500,000.

Call Dave (908) 456-1680
muroffd@kean.edu

BEAUTIFUL & AFFORDABLE

Window Treatments
Fine Upholstry

Interior Design Services
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

LEGAL SECY - WESTFIELD

Position requires poise, tact and
discretion. Excellent secretarial
skills are required.
You will maintain calendar system,
answer the telephone, schedule
appointments, book travel
arrangements, maintain and
organize confidential files, type
routine correspondence, prepare
client bills, assist in tax return filing
operations and otherwise
contribute to a tight-knit team.
Overtime is required. College
degree a plus.
Prior law firm experience required.
Reply to lawyers@baf-law.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings September 4th,

evenings July 22nd.
CHHA, classes start
evenings August 5th.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends July 21st.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on July 24, 2013
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 20 Helen Street, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 81 Lot 36, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Kelly Caspersen.

The applicant requests Rear Addition
which is in violation of:

Section 184-115 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Improved
Coverage; Permitted: 35%; Present:
49.39%; Proposed: 51.39%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Kelly Caspersen
20 Helen Street

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 7/11/13, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on July 22,
2013, at 7:30 pm, in Council Chambers,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains to hear an application by
M&E Stage House, 366 Park Avenue, Block
1001, Lot 54.0101 for an amended lighting
plan which was part of the original applica-
tion for the extension of the parking lot
which was approved and adopted by the
planning board on October 10, 2012. Sev-
eral waivers are being requested from the
Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

The Applicant is requesting any and all
variances, waivers, or exceptions deemed
to be necessary at the time of the hearing
to allow the Applicant’s proposed use of
the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The plans pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
1 T - 7/11/13, The Times Fee: $24.48

CLASSIFIEDS

ESTATE SALE

Saturday, 7/13 from 9 am - 2 pm
1684 Mohawk Lane

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Contents of house. Everything
must go! Antiques, Furniture,
household, clothing, crafts, beanie
babies, too much to list, you won’t
be disappointed.
No signs will be posted, please
rely on GPS or call (845) 220-
8562.

HELP WANTED

Int’l Communication Specialist
(Clark, NJ): develop integrate
marketing communication plans
based on analysis of marketing,
product & services in US & China;
conduct conceptual design &
implementation of events, trade
shows & multimedia-based
directing market programs;
prepare overseas projects’
budgets, plans & consolidations
for headquarter in China.  Req.:
BA/equiv. in Public Relations,
Media Studies, Journalism or
Political Science, excellent skills
in negotiation, oversea client
r e l a t i o n s h i p / m a r k e t i n g
development; proficiency with MS
Excel, MS project, Access &
Outlook. Bilingual (English/
Chinese) is highly preferred.  Send
resume to Shanghai Optics Inc.,
17 Brant Ave., Suite 6, Clark, NJ
07076.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented
writers with professional
demeanor needed to cover
local government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work.
Residential, Apartments, Commercial,
Offices. Free Estimates 100%
Guaranteed. References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
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At this time of year we receive an
abundance of exciting school news.

Please be patient as we will be printing all
news in the order it was received.

Thank you for your patience.

Princeton University
Announces Grad

PRINCETON, N.J. — Princeton
University announced that  gradu-
ated on June 4 with a degree in com-
puter science and a minor in visual
arts.

Samantha is a graduate of Westfield
High School, Class of 2009, and the
daughter of Carin and Stewart Ritter
of Westfield.

Samantha will begin work for a
computer software company in New
York City in August.

Builder’s Club Walkathon in
SP Raises $3,500 for NJCTS

Samantha Ritter

Photo courtesy of NJCTS
WALK-A-THON...More than 30 students participated in the June 4 walkathon,
during which they walked or ran around the Terrill Road School field to earn
tickets for a raffle that took place following the event. It was one of the school’s
most successful fundraisers to date.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last year,
while in fifth grade, Terrill Road
School student Josh Klapper tabbed
Tourette Syndrome as his service learn-
ing project – enlisting the services of
the New Jersey Center for Tourette
Syndrome (TS) and Associated Disor-
ders’ (NJCTS) youth advocate in-ser-
vice program to get it done.

This year, Klapper decided he wanted
to give back to NJCTS by trying to get
Terrill Road School’s Builder’s Club to
choose the Center for its annual
fundraising walkathon. Klapper’s pro-
posal was so good that it won by stu-
dent vote in a landslide, and on June 4
more than 30 of teacher Ben Rogers’
students and Klapper’s sixth-grade
classmates walked – and in many cases
ran – around the grounds of Terrill
Road School in Scotch Plains.

Their efforts that day, along with
fastidious fundraising leading up to the
event, helped raise $3,500 to benefit
NJCTS’ statewide education outreach
and peer advocacy programs. It’s the
fifth such student-initiated fundraiser
to take place on NJCTS’ behalf in
2013, joining Ramapo College, North
Brunswick High School, South
Plainfield High School and the North-
ern Burlington County Regional School
District.

“I’m really proud that I did this and
that everybody knows that Tourette
Syndrome is and has awareness about
it now,” said Josh, who raised an im-
pressive $480 of the $3,500 himself
and also has Tourette Syndrome. “It’s
really cool to be doing this during
Tourette Syndrome Awareness Month,
too.”

Tourette Syndrome Awareness
Month runs May 15 through June 15,
and because of Klapper’s efforts every

student, teacher and parent associated
with Terrill Road School now knows
that TS is an inherited, misdiagnosed,
misunderstood neurological disorder
that is characterized by sounds and
movements known as tics, and affects
one in 100 children.

Mr. Rogers, a sixth-grade teacher
who helped Josh put together the
fundraiser, has been leading Builder’s
Club Walkathons for years now and
was extremely impressed with how
this one – which had an original
fundraising goal of $2,000 – turned
out.

“It was pretty awesome what these
kids did,” said Mr. Rogers, who over-
saw a raffle and pancake dinner as part
of the fundraiser. “We do this every
year and talk about giving back to the
community. The kids went out on their
own, did all the research – even going
on NJCTS’ website to find out about
TS – and raised all the money. This was
easily one of our best years.”

Joining in on the festivities was “The
Kandi Factory” winner and South
Plainfield High School graduate Cory
Singer, who sang several songs – in-
cluding his hit “I Can Do Anything,”
which has generated more than 70,000
hits on YouTube since being release in
early May – and signed autographs for
the eager students after the walkathon.

“Cory was great, throwing out little
things about TS,” Mr. Rogers said.
“Josh is pretty amazing at talking to
everyone about it, but Cory put it in a
way that everyone could understand
and appreciate. He was just great.”

To find out how to start your own
fundraiser to help NJCTS better serve
New Jersey’s Tourette community, call
(908) 575-7350 or e-mail
info@njcts.org. For more information
about TS or the efforts of youth advo-
cates around the state, please visit
www.njcts.org or the Teens4TS blog.

Connecticut College
Announces Dean’s List

NEW LONDON, Conn. - The fol-
lowing local students have achieved
Dean’s Honors, a recognition for stu-
dents who have earned a grade point
average of at least 3.65, or Dean’s
High Honors, a recognition for stu-
dents who have earned a grade point
average of at least 3.78, for the 2013
spring semester at Connecticut Col-
lege.

Alexa Rothenberg, class of 2016 at
Connecticut College and a resident
of Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s High Honors list.

Jessica Cronin, class of 2016 at
Connecticut College and a resident
of Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s High Honors list.

Oak Knoll Announces
Lower School Grad

SUMMIT – Oak Knoll School of
the Holy Child congratulates Caitlin
Clancy of Westfield on her gradua-
tion from the Lower School on June
6. Oak Knoll School of the Holy
Child is a Catholic independent school
coeducational from kindergarten to
grade 6 and for young women only
grades 7 to 12.

Caitlin Clancy

THRILLING...Third-grade teacher, Ann McDonough, joins her students on a
plunge down the slide at McKinley Elementary School’s end-of-the-year celebration
in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, with Mrs. McDonough are: David Bigosinski,
Emma Naeseth, Jake Hobson, Dylan Richards, and, at top, Ivan Fonseca.

Univ. of Rhode Island
Announces Grads

KINGSTON, R.I. - At the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island’s 127th Com-
mencement on May 18-19, more than
3,200 undergraduate and 770 gradu-
ate students became the University’s
newest alumni.

Students who received the honor
summa cum laude graduated with a
cumulative grade point average
(GPA) of at least 3.7; students who
received the honor of magna cum
laude graduated with a GPA of at
least 3.50; and students who received
the honor of cum laude graduated
with a GPA of at least 3.3.

The following residents were
among the students who received their
undergraduate or graduate degrees.
Note that many students have re-
ceived multiple degrees:

Andrea M. Petrarca of Westfield,
received a BS in Nursing cum laude;
Carly C. Crane of Cranford  received
a BS in Marine Biology; Courtney
Bento of Mountainside, received a
BA in Psychology with a Minor in
Gender and Women’s Studies and
Michelle C. Burdi of Mountainside,
received a BA in Psychology.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2012 AUDIT REPORT
OF BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
 ASSETS 31, 2012 31, 2011

Cash and Investments $ 2,937,429.21 $ 2,695,192.69
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable 438,417.75 403,563.11
Prospective Assessments Funded
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value 17,974.00 17,974.00
Accounts Receivable 2,673,448.21 2,049,941.39
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation -
 General Capital 4,393,680.04 3,746,944.04
General Fixed Assets 6,165,685.12 6,276,138.11
Deferred Charges to Revenue
 of Succeeding Years 75,000.00 10,000.00

TOTAL ASSETS $ 16,701,634.33 $ 15,199,753.34

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $ 2,664,784.00 $ 2,623,764.00
Improvement Authorizations 4,374,324.96 2,992,563.71
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 2,543,682.04 2,357,108.34
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 471,629.73 440,434.62
Fund Balance 481,348.48 509,744.56
Investments in General Fixed Assets 6,165,685.12 6,276,138.11

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $ 16,701,454.33 $ 15,199,753.34

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS

AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2012 YEAR 2011
REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $ 300,000.00 $ 381,700.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies 1,196,997.33 1,316,953.33
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and Tax Title Liens 377,277.00 275,346.59
Collection of Current Tax Levy 15,584,914.75 14,993,264.26

Total Income $ 17,459,189.08 $ 16,967,264.18

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
 Municipal Purposes $ 6,870,622.22 $ 6,668,606.49
County Taxes 3,135,191.87 2,940,889.98
Local School Taxes 7,258,780.00 7,003,267.00
Other Expenditures 23.07 30,448.82

Total Expenditures $ 17,264,617.16 $ 16,643,212.29

Adjustments to Income Before Fund Balance:
  Expenditures Included Above Which are by Statute
  Deferred Charges to Budget of Succeeding Year $ 75,000.00 $ 0.0

Excess in Revenue to Fund Balance $ 269,571.92 $ 324,051.89

Fund Balance, January 1 482,143.65 539,791.76
$ 751,715.57 $ 863,843.65

Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 300,000.00 381,700.00
Fund Balance, December 31 $ 451,715.57 $ 482,143.65

RECOMMENDATION

*That the encumbrance accounting system be completely maintained.

*Unresolved 2011 audit recommendation

A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Garwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements. A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Borough Clerk in the Borough of Garwood.

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2012. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested person.

Christina M Ariemma, Clerk
1 T – 7/11/13, The Leader Fee: $130.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2181
BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on July 9, 2013, and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action
or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided
in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this
statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the
same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT AND NEW INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRI-
ATE THE SUM OF $2,926,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE
A DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE CAPITAL SURPLUS, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose bond
ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following infrastructure improvements: (i) resurfacing of Municipal
Parking Lot No. 4, including installation of new lighting and islands and landscaping
improvements, (ii) storm water drainage improvements at various locations and (iii)
resurfacing or reconstruction of various roads or sections thereof (including curb
installation or replacement and drainage improvements, where necessary), as set forth
on a list prepared by the Town Engineer on file or to be placed on file with the Town Clerk,
and hereby approved as if set forth herein in full. Depending upon the contract price and
other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the Town Council, there may be
additions to or deletions from the list referred to in clause (iii) of the preceding sentence.
It is hereby determined and stated that the roads and parking lot being improved are of
“Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law
(Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local
Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $2,020,200
Down Payment Appropriated $   96,200
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,924,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. (i) Installation of security card access on doors at Police Headquarters and (ii)
acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new information
technology equipment and new communication and signal systems equipment for the
use of the Police Department consisting of (a) mobile computers, (b) portable generators,
(c) a voice recording system and (d) ballistic shields for vehicles.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  138,830
Capital Surplus Appropriated $  138,830
Period of Usefulness 5 years

C. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consisting
of parking paystations for the use of the Police Department.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  300,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   14,290
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  285,710
Period of Usefulness 15 years

D. Undertaking of various improvements to public buildings and facilities, including, but
not limited to, the Municipal Building, Fire Headquarters, Fire Station No. 2, the Public
Works Facility and the North and South Side Train Stations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  123,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    3,220
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   59,082
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   60,698
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E. Preparation of plans and specifications for the dredging of the pond and reconstruc-
tion of the flume at Mindowaskin Park.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   27,970
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   27,970
Period of Usefulness 15 years

F. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Department of Public Works consisting of a front end loader.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  195,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    9,290
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  185,710
Period of Usefulness 15 years

G. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consisting
of civic decoration equipment for use downtown.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   31,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   31,000
Period of Usefulness 5 years

H. Undertaking of the following public improvements: (i) installation of environmental
monitoring wells at various locations and (ii) the permitting phase for future drainage
improvements.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   40,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   40,000
Period of Usefulness 15 years

I. Undertaking of traffic safety striping on a Town-wide basis.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated $   50,000
Period of Usefulness 5 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $2,926,000
Aggregate Capital Surplus Appropriated $  346,882
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $  123,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $2,456,118

Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $165,320
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt: 10.95 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Claire J. Gray

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 7/11/13, The Leader Fee: $191.76

University of Scranton
Announces Dean’s List

SCRANTON, Pa.- The University
of Scranton has announced it’s
Dean’s List, which recognizes stu-
dents for academic excellence dur-
ing the 2013 spring semester. A
student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a mini-
mum number of credit hours to
make the Dean’s List. The list in-
cludes students from the Jesuit
university’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences, the Kania School of Man-
agement, the Panuska College of
Professional Studies and the Col-
lege of Graduate and Continuing
Education. More than 1,490 stu-
dents were named to the 2013 spring
semester Dean’s List, including the
following area residents.

Christina Bruce of Westfield is a
freshman with a health administra-
tion major in Scranton’s Panuska
College of Professional Studies

Lauren Carosi of Cranford is a
freshman with a psychology major
in Scranton’s College of Arts and
Sciences

Sarah Dowzycki of Cranford is a
senior with a occupational therapy
major in Scranton’s Panuska Col-
lege of Professional Studies

Nicole Eniclerico of Westfield is
a sophomore with a community
health education major in
Scranton’s Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies

Ara Froehlich of Cranford is a
sophomore with a accounting ma-
jor in Scranton’s Kania School of
Management

Robert Granstrand of Westfield
is a senior with a finance major in
Scranton’s Kania School of Man-
agement

Danielle Jakubik of Cranford is a
freshman with a occupational
therapy major in Scranton’s
Panuska College of Professional
Studies

Andreas Panagakos of Cranford
is a sophomore with a economics
major in Scranton’s Kania School
of Management

Justin Ramalho of Westfield is a
senior with a exercise science ma-
jor in Scranton’s Panuska College
of Professional Studies.

Matthew Tarantino of Westfield
is a sophomore with a media infor-
mation technology major in
Scranton’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit university located in north-
east Pennsylvania.

Springfield College
Announces Grads

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - The fol-
lowing local residents have earned
degrees from Springfield College for
studies completed in 2013.

Harry Bernstein, of Westfield
earned a bachelor’s of science in
Business Management.

Rebecca Irwin, of Mountainside
earned a bachelor’s of science in
General Studies.

Clark Lagemann, of Westfield
earned a bachelor’s of science in
Human Services.

Marissa Rusin, of Garwood earned
a doctor of physical therapy in Physi-
cal Therapy.

Wesleyan Announces
Grad

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. - Amanda
Simmons of Westfield received a
Bachelor of Arts degree with honors
from Wesleyan University at the 181st
Commencement on May 26.

Amanda majored in the College of
Letters, an interdisciplinary program
in history, literature and philosophy
with a Certificate in Writing and con-
centration in French. She is a 2009
graduate of Westfield High School
and the daughter of Michele and Marc
Simmons.

Providence College
Announces Dean’s List

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The follow-
ing area residents have been named
to the Dean’s List at Providence Col-
lege for the Spring 2013 semester:

Jenna Delgado of Mountainside, a
member of the class of 2013; Maureen
Lowe of Cranford, a member of the
class of 2013, and Sarah Ramire of
Westfield, a member of the class of
2016.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must achieve at least a 3.55
grade point average with a minimum
of 12 credits.

Franko Receives Awards
At Seton Hall Prep

WEST ORANGE - Kevin P. Franko
of Fanwood, was honored at Seton
Hall Preparatory School’s 153rd
Commencement Exercises on Sun-
day, June 2.

He received a Headmaster’s Award
and the Msgr. Thomas J. Touhy
Award, which is presented to those
graduating seniors who have main-
tained a 4.0 GPA for four years. A
member of the Peer Leaders and the
National Honor Society, he will at-
tend Duquesne University.

Probitas Verus Honos

Villanova University
Announces Grads

VILLANOVA, Pa. - The following
local students graduated from
Villanova University during a spring
commencement ceremony, held on
May 19.

Michael Foley, from Westfield
earned a Bachelor of Arts; Morgan
Bunting, from Westfield earned a
Bachelor of Arts; Michelle Ball, from
Westfield earned a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration; Aileen Grogan,
from Westfield, earned a Bachelor of
Science in Accountancy and Daniel
Rodrigues, from Mountainside,
earned a Bachelor of Science in Ac-
countancy.
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“Monsters University”
Your Safety School at Best

1 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Consider it no great loss if your
future college kid doesn’t attend di-
rector Dan Scanlon’s “Monsters Uni-
versity,” a disappointing prequel to
“Monsters, Inc.” (2001) delivered
with an ultimately curious message
in useless 3-D. While Billy Crystal
and John Goodman reprise their ver-
balizations, most of the first film’s
supporting staff fails to matriculate.

 But it’s lack of magic, vision and
artistry that keeps this underachiever
from entry into Filmdom’s Ivy League
of kiddy flicks. Embarrassingly be-
reft of all inspiration beyond the profit
incentive, the unimaginative screen-
play recalls the desperation of a stu-
dent looking to copy from an, ahem,
smarter source. The result is point-
lessly cumbersome.

 Aside from some vaunted booing
and visual ballyhooing as freshmen
monsters Mike Wazowski (Billy
Crystal) and James P “Sulley”
Sullivan (John Goodman) try to earn
degrees in scaring, there’s little in
this G-rated animation to hold Taylor
or Britney’s interest. Or, as my suc-
cinct review for the fortune cookie
company reads: A story seeking com-
mon ground between child and adult
finds only the error of its ways.

 This alleged adult enjoyed the story
only for the early exposition as ritu-
als of freshman year nostalgically
jogged memories of those initial days
at dear Olde Ivy Film Criticism Col-
lege: the wondrous uncertainties, the
posturing, the discovery, the outland-
ish tales, and most of all the crazy
characters with whom you would
share the defining experience.

 From there it’s all downhill, the
droning on of formulaic notions de-
ficient in any true creative joy. The
saga is enunciated with the perfunc-
tory bedtime story cadence of the
babysitter you only hire when the
really good one is busy. With a run-
ning time of 110 minutes, accompa-
nying adults will wish Pixar didn’t
give you your money’s worth.

 But little movie palates don’t care
about the pompous perceptions of
those engaged in speculating which
movies they’ll like. Inscrutably pick-
ing and choosing nonetheless, solely
by chance some moppets between 5
and 8 will find this film mildly amus-
ing. They may even want a DVD to
play the den ad nauseam. Big deal if
they can’t follow the plot.

 But it’ll be the change of venue, a
place to be rambunctious with other
ragamuffins en masse and the con-
cession stand that wows them more
than the movie. I think if it weren’t
for the fact that I was “being good”
the day I saw “Monsters University,”
a “Best Value”-sized popcorn bucket,

some Whoppers and a Baby Ruth
might have ameliorated matters.

 You see, until they do the sci-fi
thing in their teens, discover subtitles
at the art house when in college and
then more or less cultivate their cin-
ema tastes whilst spooning around
for a mate, it’s really just an outing.
The studios hope you’ll take ‘em,
good reviews or bad. So, you pass
this one off on the grandparents if
possible. You won’t fool them, but
then, they know you by now.

 In any case, per Dr. Halberstoddter
back at Olde Ivy, “No matter how
insipid the movie and how inane a
task it seems, it behooves the critic to
devote at least a few words to the
film’s gist.” Which puts me in a sort
of spot. To inform what disgruntles
most about the movie’s purport, I’ll
have to give away a bit and make you
swear you won’t tell Junior.

 That agreed, note that, no matter
how things go for Mike and Sulley at
Monsters University, we know that
later, in “Monsters, Inc.,” they will
become gainfully employed, prob-
ably have their own apartment, health
benefits and maybe even a 401k. Save
for their relative happiness, what more
could a parent ask? But the road to
that goal winds oddly.

 The film ends rather bizarrely. That
is, unless you’re aiming to teach the
kid a really big lesson in existential-
ism. Fact is, except for winning some
bragging rights, the guys don’t do
very well at school. And what’s
worse, it isn’t for lack of effort,
especially in Wazowski’s case.
Geez…Bush graduates Yale, and
these guys can’t even…oh well.

 With all respect to Bill Gates,
Mark Zuckerberg and any other bil-
lionaire wunderkinds who’ve
proved that you don’t need a di-
ploma to make tons of money, I
doubt there’s a high school guid-
ance counselor in the country who
points out their path as an option:
‘Let’s see Billy, you can go to
Harvard, Stanford, or, maybe just
invent something, huh?’

 You might as well advise them to
shoot for one of the 400 spots in the
NBA. But back to it, perhaps the
flaunted lack of academic progress
is meant to promote the fun side of
failing. All of which might suggest
that, while “Monsters University”
doesn’t prove very funny to either us
or our own little monsters, its
founders had a blast flunking this
review.

...
 “Monsters University,” rated G, is

a Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by Dan Scanlon
and stars the voices of Billy Crystal,
John Goodman and Steve Buscemi.
Running time: 104 minutes

Ottenberg to Speak at
Newark Museum

NEWARK - Simon Ottenberg,
Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Anthro-
pology at the University of Washing-
ton, Seattle will speak on “Innova-
tion and Tradition: Modern Nigerian
Art and Artists of the Nsukka School”
on Thursday, July 25, from 6-8 p.m.
at the Newark Museum, 49 Washing-
ton Street, Newark.

Admission is free but pre-registra-
tion is required. To register, call (973)
596-6613.

Multiple African modernisms
emerged across the continent
throughout the 20th century. This talk
explores the development of a mod-
ern art movement at the University of
Nigeria, Nsukka, from 1960 to 2000,
focusing on six artists and their work.
Dr. Ottenberg is emeritus professor
of anthropology at the University of
Washington, Seattle, and a pioneer-
ing scholar of Nigerian art. In 2012,
he donated his collection of nearly
150 works of modern and contem-
porary African art to the Newark
Museum. A selection from this ma-
jor gift is featured in the exhibition,
“The Art of Translation,” on view at
the Museum through November 3.
The lecture will be followed by a
reception.

GUEST SPEAKER...Simon Ottenberg, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Washington, Seattle will speak on “Innovation and
Tradition: Modern Nigerian Art and Artists of the Nsukka School” on Thursday,
July 25, from 6-8 p.m. at the Newark Museum, 49 Washington Street, Newark.
Above, Dr. Ottenberg looks over his collection of nearly 150 works of modern and
contemporary African art that he donated to the Newark Museum.

Photo courtesy of Beth Ellen Hornstein
BOARDWALK PARTY...Tamaques School in Westfield held a Boardwalk
Graduation Party at the school in June. Pictured, left to right, are: Dominic
Maurillo, Stephanie Margolies, and Justin Hornstien.

CONGRATULATIONS GRAD...On June 18, Sammy Heisler graduated from
The Matheny School in Peapack. Pictured, left to right, are: Sammy’s father,
Cliff Heisler, Sammy and mother, Doris Burman.

WF Earns First In Union
County Science Competition
WESTFIELD - Westfield High

School earned first place in total team
placement of all teams in Union
County at the annual Merck State
Science Competition. The tests were
taken on-line for the first time in the
63rd annual Merck State Science Day.

Westfield High School’s 25 stu-
dents competed in Biology, Chemis-
try, Physics, Integrated Science and
Advanced Integrated Science, with
each team having five students. State-
wide, a total of 318 students com-
peted in biology; 317 students in
chemistry; 307 students in integrated
science; and 266 students in advanced
integrated science.

Incoming senior Mark Gillespie
received a state-wide rank of 16th and
an Honorable Mention in chemistry.

At the county level, the following
individual rankings were earned by
Westfield High School: First place in
Biology – Jill Rosenfeld, followed by

Lucia Liu – Second place; Jorge
Ledesma - Fifth; Isabelle Ick - Eighth;
and Elizabeth Gonzalez - Ninth.

First Place in Chemistry – Mark
Gillespie, followed by Edmund Han -
Second; Aditi Jan - Third; Jeff Marino
- Fourth; and Kristen Hauge - Fifth.

First Place in Physics – Austin Thien.
Also placing were Edwin Gee - Sev-
enth; Sophia Shiffman - Twelvth; Matt
Luppino - Thirteenth; and Estelle
Cervantes - Twenty-Third.

First Place in Advanced Integrated
(which combines all the sciences) –
Robert Cassie, with Pengjiu Jin - Sev-
enth; Melissa Shendell - Tenth; Adam
Lupicki - Thirteenth; and Rebecca
Zhang - Fourteenth.

Westfield High School students also
placed in the Integrated Science cat-
egory with Alexa Derman - Sixth;
Brian Lawrence - Seventh; Gabrielle
Bleich - Seventh; Julia Napolitano -
Tenth, and John McKinley - Eleventh.

Swingle Earns Doctor
Of Medicine Degree

HANOVER, N. H. – J. Kyle
Swingle, was awarded a Doctor of
Medicine degree from the Geisel
School of Medicine at Dartmouth
College on June 9.

Dr. Swingle also attended
Dartmouth College, from which he
graduated in 2005. He began his in-
ternal medicine residency July 1 at
the Medical University of South Caro-
lina in Charleston, S. C.

He is the son of Kathryn McElroy
and Thomas Oldkowski of Westfield
and Joseph Swingle and Caroline
Swingle of Westfield and a graduate
of Westfield High School, Class of
2001.

The Medical School, founded in
1797, was renamed in 2012 to honor
the generosity of the family of one of
Dartmouth’s more famous graduates,
Theodor Geisel, also known as Dr.
Seuss.

Brennan Erickson
Attends HOBY

WESTFIELD —The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently sponsored
Brennan Erickson, son of Jean and
Richard Erickson, brother of Justin
and Brad, to attend the Hugh O’Brien
Youth Leadership Program (HOBY).
The three-day weekend took place in
June at Monmouth College and was
attended by rising juniors from all
over the state of New Jersey. Brennan
is a student at Westfield High School.

HOBY’s mission is to inspire and
develop our global community of
youth toward a life dedicated to lead-
ership, service and innovation. The
program included lectures, planned
activities and panels adapted to de-
veloping young people with director
skills. The attending students met
many new faces and made some ex-
citing and lasting friendships.
Brennan described his experience as
amazing and was so pleased to be
given tools that will surely benefit his
future life and career.

This HOBY time served as a pre-
lude, an introduction to college life.
Founded in 1958, HOBY programs
are conducted annually throughout
the United States and abroad serving
local and international high students.

Dr. J. Kyle Swingle

Brennan Erickson

DAR Awards Good
Citizenship, History Awards
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
awarded eighth grade students at
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools and Holy Trinity
Interperochial School Good Citizen-
ship and History citations at the eighth
grade graduations this past June. Each
year, the Chapter presents these
awards in the form of certificates and
medals.

The Good Citizenship award is
given to the student who exhibits
honor, service, courage, leadership
and patriotism. The winners were
Jacqueline McNulla and Daniel Thek
at Holy Trinity and Olivia Kuzman at
Edison. Roosevelt’s awardees were
Emma Carvo and Philip Zanfagna.
The DAR History award, which is
given to the individual who has done
outstanding work in the study of

United States History, was given to
Sophia DiIorio at Holy Trinity and
Cameron Scalera at Edison.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution was founded in 1890 and
is headquartered in Washington, D.C.,
It is a non-profit, non-political volun-
teer women’s service organization
dedicated to promoting patriotism,
preserving American history, and se-
curing America’s future through bet-
ter education for children. The West-
field Chapter meets throughout the
year. Any woman 18 years or older-
regardless of race, religion, or ethnic
background-who can prove lineal
descent from a patriot of the Ameri-
can Revolution, is eligible for mem-
bership.

For more information, visit the lo-
cal chapter web site
www.rootsweb.ances t ry.com/
~njwcdar/welcome/index.html.

WHS Students Learn Skills
For Coping With Loss

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School sophomore students received
a lesson in “good grief” in health
class thanks to a partnership with
Imagine: A Center for Coping with
Loss in Westfield.

The presentation covered a wealth
of information about coping with loss,
including losses due to death, di-
vorce, moving, employment, break-
ups, and many others. Students
learned the definition of the terms
“grief” and “mourning,” and dis-
cussed healthy and unhealthy ways
of coping with loss. They also re-
ceived information about Imagine’s
free support groups, “Contact We
Care,” a free crisis hotline also cen-
tered in Westfield, and AMF, which
stands for “Actively Moving For-
ward”, a grief support group on
college campuses.

Health teachers Susan Kolesar
and Michelle Spreitzer, who also
volunteer as facilitators at Imagine,
helped coordinate the presentations
which were initiated by Katelyn
Costello, who recently completed
an internship at Imagine and still
volunteers as a support group fa-
cilitator for the non-profit organi-
zation.

Ms. Kolesar explained, “We want
to normalize grief, give it a name,
and help students know that there
are people who care, resources that
can help them right in their own
community, and that they are not
alone.”

“I wish I heard about this infor-
mation when I was in high school.
No one ever talked about it, and it
would have been helpful for me to
know this information back then,”
said Ms. Sprietzer.

Ms. Costello added, “Not talking
to kids about grief might make kids
feel that they can’t talk about it
either. Too often, adults think kids
are resilient and will bounce back

after a loss. They also are afraid to
talk to kids about a loss for fear that
it will cause them to be more up-
set.” However, studies show that
talking about grief can help chil-
dren heal.

Ms. Costello was motivated to
create this outreach, entitled “Hands
to Hold”, after the loss of her own
father, which she experienced when
she was 16 years old. This led her
down the path of wanting to be-
come a social worker and earning
her master’s degree from Fordham
University’s Graduate School of So-
cial Services this May. “Returning
to school after the death of my fa-
ther remains one of the hardest tran-
sitions I have ever had to make in
life. I’ve chosen to share my story
with students primarily because I
grew tired of seeing others hide
from ‘the elephant in the room.’ It is
my hope that each student sitting in
the classroom, grieving or not, un-
derstands that grief is a normal re-
action to loss. It is also my hope to
model resiliency and to provide ado-
lescents with the skills and knowl-
edge needed to ask for help and
support each other.”

Ms.  Costello also offered these
statistics: “Research shows that one
out of 20 American children under
age 15 have lost one or both parents
to death. Furthermore, one out of
seven children will lose a parent or
sibling by age 20. Despite this re-
search, death education is a fairly
recent phenomenon. A majority of
the curricula that are available are
offered to students attending uni-
versity studies. Therefore, it is my
wish that the “Hands to Hold” pro-
gram will be a catalyst for change
by normalizing a discussion of grief,
loss, and mourning in today’s pub-
lic schools.”

Members of Imagine’s Youth Ad-
visory Committee (IYAC) who are
current students at Westfield High
School, assisted in the presenta-
tion.

For more information about
Imagine: A Center for Coping with
Loss, call (908) 264-3100 or go to
www.imaginenj.org. They are also
on Facebook. Katelyn Costello can
be contacted by e-mail at
kmcostello13@gmail.com.

Fairfield Announces
Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Fairfield Uni-
versity has announced that the follow-
ing local residents have been named to
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2013
semester:

Connor Leahey, a resident of
Cranford; John Kropa, a resident of
Cranford; Jenelle Abbattista, a resident
of Westfield; John Serzan, a resident of
Westfield; Sophia DeVita, a resident of
Westfield; Kathleen O’Neill, a resident
of Westfield and Julia Spiridigliozzi, a
resident of Westfield.

To be selected for the Dean’s List, a
student must attain a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5, of a possible 4.0.

See it all

on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Wake Forest
Announces Dean’s List

WINSTON SALEM, N.C. — The
following students were named to the
Spring 2013 Dean’s List at Wake For-
est University:

Kathleen Esler from Westfield, and
Elizabeth Kuehn from Westfield.

Students who achieve a 3.4 and no
grade below a C were named to the list.

Univ. of Wisconsin
Announces Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. — The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison has rec-
ognized students named to the Dean’s
List for the spring semester of the
2012-2013 academic year.

Ian Kuhn of Westfield, College of
Letters and Science, Dean’s List; Cara
Levinson of Fanwood, School of
Human Ecology, Dean’s High Hon-
ors.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List,
students must complete a minimum
of 12 graded degree credits in that
semester. Each university school or
college sets its own GPA require-
ments for students to be eligible to
receive the distinction. Most call the
honor “Dean’s List”, but some grant
the “Dean’s Honor List” and “Dean’s
High Honor List.”

Skidmore College
Announces Grad

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. –
Kathryn Moynihan, a member of the
Class of 2013 at Skidmore College,
earned academic recognition at the
college this spring.

She is the daughter of Michelle
and Scott Moynihan of Scotch Plains.

Moynihan earned a B.A. degree
cum laude with honor in history of art
at Skidmore’s 102nd commencement
in May. In addition, she received the
Whitman Family Art History Prize,
awarded by the Department of Art
History to a student who completes
an outstanding project in an art his-
tory course.

She also was elected to Alpha
Kappa Delta, the national sociology
honor society, and earned honors for
academic work completed during the
spring 2013 semester.

RIT Announces
Dean’s List

ROCHESTER, NY — The follow-
ing local residents made the Dean’s
List for Spring 2013 quarter at Roch-
ester Institute of Technology:

Zachary Bebel of Westfield, is a
second-year student in the game de-
sign and development program in
RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano College
of Computing and Information Sci-
ences.

Amanda Berlinski of
Mountainside, is a second-year stu-
dent in the professional photographic
illustration program in RIT’s College
of Imaging Arts and Sciences.

Daniel Cunningham of Cranford,
is a fifth-year student in the software
engineering program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Kaitlin Hipkin of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the computer
science program in RIT’s B. Thomas
Golisano College of Computing and
Information Sciences.

Jeffrey Kaiser of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the applied
networking and system administra-
tion program in RIT’s B. Thomas
Golisano College of Computing and
Information Sciences.

Thane Vollbrecht of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the mechani-
cal engineering program in RIT’s Kate
Gleason College of Engineering.

GOOD GRIEF...Westfield High School
sophomore students received a lesson
in “good grief” in health class thanks
to a partnership with Imagine: A Cen-
ter for Coping with Loss in Westfield,
and Imagine’s support group facilita-
tor, Katelyn Costello, pictured here.



Page 16  Thursday, July 11, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Guests must provide a photo ID and sign our guest waiver. Parent/
guardian must sign the waiver for guests under the age of 18. 

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS! 

FREE and open to the community 
 

5:00AM-10:30PM every Wednesday,  7/10 –8/14 
 
 

 
 
 
 

No RSVP necessary!  For the day’s schedule of group exercise/TRX® 
classes, water exercise classes, and open gym/swim/racquetball 
times, contact Leo Gonzalez at lgonzalez@westfieldynj.org or x271.   

If you decide to become a Y member after any 
Welcome Wednesday visit …  

we will waive the $150 Joiner’s Fee ! 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

Plays-In-The-Park
To Present Spamalot

EDISON — Plays-in-the-Park
(PIP) will present the Tony Award
winning musical Monty Python’s
Spamalot as the second production
of its 2013 Season. Performances
will run from Wednesday, July 17,
through Saturday, July 27, with no
show on Sunday, July 21. All shows
begin at 8:30 p.m. and are staged at
the Stephen J. Capestro Amphithe-
ater at 1 Pine Drive in Roosevelt
Park, Edison.

The musical comedy Spamalot is
“lovingly ripped off from” the film
Monty Python and the Holy Grail,
and follows the misadventures of
the legendary King Arthur and the
Knights of the Round Table. Taking
place in Medieval England, King
Arthur trumps around on his quest
for the Holy Grail, meeting killer
rabbits, feisty Frenchmen, and some
beautiful women along the way.

The Original Broadway produc-
tion of Spamalot opened in March
2005 at the Shubert Theatre, and
was nominated for 14 Tony Awards,
winning the 2005 Tony Award for
“Best Musical.” Spamalot also won
a Grammy Award in 2006 for “Best
Musical Show Album.”

“I encourage theater lovers of all
ages to come out for what will prove
to be a spectacular production,” said
Middlesex County Freeholder
Stephen J. “Pete” Dalina. “Our
Plays-in-the-Park program is one
of our greatest recreational offer-
ings, and we are so pleased that
thousands of our residents agree.”

“Bring your family and friends to
our beautiful park and enjoy this
fantastic production,” said
Middlesex County Freeholder Di-
rector Ronald G. Rios. “This is truly
family entertainment at its best!”

Billy Geltzeiler of Westfield, will
be featured in this production as
Lancelot. Mallory Rome of West-
field is also a member of the en-
semble. Additionally featured in this
production is Dan Cook playing

King Arthur, Jeff Babey as Patsy,
Patrick Andrae as Sir Galahad,
Frank Andrews as Bedevere, David
Seamon as Sir Robin, Ali Gleason
as Lady of the Lake, and Christo-
pher Abbott as the Historian. The
full cast of 20 comes from all parts
of New Jersey.

Tickets for Spamalot can only be
purchased on the night of the per-
formance. The Box Office is open
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on the evenings
of all performances. Tickets cost $7
for adults, $5 for seniors (60+), and
free for children ages 12 and under.

Patrons must provide their own
seating, and the height of a chair
back cannot exceed 40 inches. Re-
fer to the PIP website at
www.playsinthepark.com for more
information about the Box Office
and seating policies.

If a performance is cancelled due
to bad weather, patrons may save
their ticket stubs and use them to
attend any future summer perfor-
mance at no additional charge.
Ticket stubs are valid for exchange
up to one year after the rained-out
performance.

Plays-in-the-Park is dedicated to
providing theatre to all peoples. Pa-
trons requiring assistance due to a
disability are encouraged to con-
tact Jackie Neill, Recreation Super-
visor at (732) 745-3936, prior to
attending a performance so that any
special needs may be met. PIP of-
fers an audio description perfor-
mance - Friday, July 19; an open
captioned performance - Monday,
July 22 and a performance with
sign language interpretation -
Wednesday, July 24.

Plays-in-the-Park represents a
unique, collaborative partnership
between community theater and
local government since 1963. PIP
is sponsored by the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Middlesex County Parks
and Recreation Department.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACE TO THE FINISH...Participants in the Cranford Canoe Club’s annual 4th
of July canoe race on the Rahway River attempt to out-stoke each other at the
finish line.

Sintra, Portugal: 30 Minutes From Lisbon,
Yet Seems Like a World Away

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Summer Travel Series

A mere thirty minutes from Lisbon
lies the Sintra-Cascais Natural Park—
the perfect day trip away from the
Portuguese capital city. Situated

week when talking about Lisbon:
The weather in Sintra is perfect,
especially if you’re hiking. Low
humidity and summer daytime tem-
peratures typically in the low 80s
make it a pleasure to be outdoors
without getting overheated or
bugged by pesky insects. Hiking
through this region will allow you
to experience beautiful and almost
magical-looking forests. Hopefully,
you’ll come across Parc do Pena,
just below Pena Palace, a pretty and
rustic park containing a lake that’s
home to several black swans.

From Pena Palace, you can see,
poking out from the trees in the
hills slightly below, my favorite
castle on my hike around Sintra:
the Castle of the Moors built in the
eighth and ninth centuries during
the Arab occupation of the Iberian
Peninsula. Looking like something
straight from a Hollywood movie
set, you will get a very good feel for
what things felt like 12 centuries
ago as you explore this rugged and
amazing place and take in the
sweeping views. In a nod to the
palace’s long history, one of the
flags flying above its ramparts spells
out “Sintra” in Arabic. A word of
caution: The exterior walkways are
narrow, very high and don’t have
safety rails or netting—meaning
there is nothing between you and
the bottom of the at-times very steep
drop-off.

If you have time to visit only one
spot in Sintra—and especially if
you’re traveling with kids—make
sure it’s Quinta da Regaleira, a cen-
tury-old estate whose landscaper
architect should be recognized for
setting the standard for the indus-
try, in my opinion. While the main
building and the chapel are inter-
esting to walk through, it’s the
estate’s splendid grounds that are
worth a few hours of your time.
“This is the world’s greatest back-
yard,” I said to myself as I wan-
dered through the multi-leveled and
terraced property that retains much
of its natural weathering. There are
ponds, wells, inverted towers, a
waterfall lake, small stone build-
ings, fountains, grottos and garden
pathways that will likely set off
your imagination as you think of
ways to re-create some of this
beauty in your own, more modest
backyard. An extensive tunnel sys-
tem—parts of which are completely
dark while other routes are faintly
lit—connects much of this wonder-
ful property.

At the western edge of Sintra, a
short but at-times harrowing car
ride away, you’ll find the
westernmost edge of continental
Europe at Cabo da Roca—a wind-
swept cape dominated by spectacu-
lar, and steep, rocky cliffs with a
beautiful view of the Atlantic Ocean
and the valleys and hills inland.
Again, there are no guardrails or
safety fencing along the several
hundred-foot high cliffs above the
sea, so watch your step and don’t
wander off the dirt path.

This region of Portugal that we’ve
looked at in this two-part series is
only a sliver of a beautiful country,
with Porto to the north and the
Algarve region to the south ye to be
visited. And we’ve put both of these
spots on our travel wish-list.

along the Atlantic coast, this ex-
quisite area provides a perfect op-
portunity for hiking, visiting some
of the most beautiful castles and
palaces you’ll ever see, taking in
some sweeping views of the Lisbon
suburbs and the vast ocean beyond

and seeing just how many photos
your digital camera will hold. A
day-trip to Sintra is a must when
visiting this part of Portugal—and
if you can spare two days, do so.

If it’s palaces and castles that you
want to see, where to start? In the
northeast corner of the 56-square-
mile park is the National Palace,
distinctive and recognizable by its
conical chimneys, and dating back
to the times of Islamic domination
over a thousand years ago. The area
where this palace is located also
provides several locales for a good
brunch or lunch before embarking
on the rigorous part of your visit to
Sintra. You’ll get an idea of what
you’re in for when you glance up
into the mountains beyond the Na-
tional Palace and ask yourself, “How
on earth did they build those castles,
all the way up there, hundreds of
years ago and without and modern
technology ?”

Depending on your ambition, you
can either hike your way through
portions of Sintra or take one of the
tourist jitneys that run through the
region or take the plunge and drive
yourself. Choosing the latter op-
tion may require maneuvering on
very narrow streets, white-knuck-
led driving on twisting roadways
with blind spots galore and oncom-
ing traffic that may not be as careful
as you’d expect and parking in some
very tight spots along the way.

Whichever method you choose,
first get yourself up to Pena Palace,
built in the 1840s. Replete with
watchtowers, cloisters, turrets and
minarets and exterior walkways that
allow you to seemingly see forever,
this palace is a great example of
Moorish, German gothic and the
local manueline architectural styles.
There’s also a snack bar and dining
patio where you can sit take in the
view.

There are two things you’ll find
here that are not prevalent at home.
One is cork trees, with bark made
of actual cork. And lots and lots of
eucalyptus trees, which give the
entire area a refreshingly pleasant
smell. And as we pointed out last

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN TIME…The 1,200-year-old Castle of the Moors in Sintra, Portugal
looks like an old castle should look.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTERN COAST…Cabo da Roca in Portugal is the westernmost edge of the
European continent.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPIRAL VIEW…An inverted tower at Quinta da Regaleira in Sintra, Portugal
are among the eye-catching attractions of this beautiful property.

Anything Goes Set to Sail at
David Brearley High School
KENILWORTH – The Cole Por-

ter musical Anything Goes will set
sail from the David Brearley High
School auditorium the first week-
end in August. Community Actors
Student Theatre (C.A.S.T.) will pro-
duce the musical under the direc-
tion of Cory Pinto of Kenilworth,
music director James Chwalyk of
Bloomfield and choreographer Ali-
cia Dominguez of Roselle Park.
They are excited to announce the
names of area students who are leads
in this musical comedy that fea-
tures romance, drama and classic

songs.
Set upon a ship in 1934, the un-

likely characters include a sultry
nightclub singer/evangelist Reno
Sweeney (Vanessa Sierra of Lin-
den), Moonface Martin, a criminal
who is bad at his job (Matthew
Curtain of Kenilworth), an English-
man Sir Evelyn Oakleigh (Hale Jae-
ger of Cranford) who has no sense
of people skills, and a plethora of
other funny yet lovable characters.

Billy Crocker, a handsome lead-
ing man, is played by Derek Keller
of Cranford and his love interest,
Hope Harcourt, is Laura Salway of
Westfield. The wise-cracking
Bonnie is played by Juliette Keller
of Edison.

The curtain goes up at 7:30 p.m.
nightly in air-conditioned Conlin
Hall in David Brearley High school
Thursday, August 1 through Satur-
day, August 3. All tickets are $10
and may be purchased at the door or
online at castinfo.org/tickets.html
or by calling (908) 209-5929.

Handicap accessible parking is
adjacent to the school building.

Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Series Schedule
SCOTCH PLAINS - The Town-

ship of Scotch Plains’ Cultural Arts
Committee announced its 2013
Summer Concert Series.

The series will take place over
six Thursday nights beginning to-
night, July 11, with two perfor-
mances. The children’s group “Hot
Peas N Butter” will perform first at
6:30 p.m. The British Invasion trib-
ute band “Carnaby Street will fol-
low at 7:30 p.m.

Other performances will include:
July 18 – Funktion 11 – Funk

Rock and Pop, 7:30 p.m.; July 25 –
Southbound – Country, 7:30 p.m.;
August 1– Exodus Supreme –
Reggae, 7:30 p.m.; August 6 – Na-
tional Night Out; August 15 –
Mashwork Orange – Pop Covers,
7:30 p.m.; August 22 – Doo-Wop
Concert, 7:30 p.m.

All performances will take place
at the Alan Augustine Village Green,
adjacent to the Municipal Building.

For more information, please call
the Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700 ext. 223.

Deutscher Club to
Host Authentic

German Biergarten
CLARK - The Deutscher

Club  will host an authentic
German Biergarten on Friday,
July, 12, from 5:30 to 10 p.m.
at the Deutscher Club of Clark,
787 Featherbed Lane, Clark.

The event is open to the pub-
lic and will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $2 per per-
son.

The vent will feature a
Mercedes Car Show, live mu-
sic and German and American
food and beverages will be
available.

No outside food or bever-
ages permitted. No bicycles,
skates, skateboards, scooters
or glass containers permitted.
No pets allowed at any time.

For information call (732)
574-8600 of visit
www.deutscherclub.us.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

SPF RAIDERS WILKINSON, KOSEOGLU, BLUE DEVILS DeROSA, HEFNER HAMMER HOMERS

SPF Blue 12s Nip WF White in Central Jersey League, 7-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fireworks continued the day
after American Independence
Day (the Fourth of July), but this
time it was at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Blue 12-year-old base-
ball team and the Westfield White
resorted to the use of the long
ball in a 7-6 Raider win.

Both teams combined to whack
four home runs and three
doubles, but the real stopper
was the strong pitching by both
teams, especially in the second

half of the game. With the score,
6-5, in favor of the Raiders,
Charlie Fugett relieved with no
outs in the third and shut down
the Blue Devils for the next two
and two-thirds innings with his
deceptive off-speed pitches,
yielding only one hit and an un-
earned run. Fireballer Dan
Wilkinson relieved, and after a
Blue Devil reached first on a
throwing error, struck out the
next batter to end the inning
then struck out the side in the
sixth to preserve the victory.

“That was exactly what we

wanted to do. We wanted to get
a lot of new guys in to pitch and
slow the ball down a little bit. We
have 14 games coming up, so
basically we are trying to get kids
two innings apiece and it worked
out in our favor. We had Danny
Wilkinson, our fireballer, left and
he came in and shut it down. It
was a nice one-run ball game.
It’s always nice to have the child-
hood rivalry of Scotch Plains/
Westfield,” Raider Head Coach
Andrew Mulvey said.

The Raiders totaled 10 hits, but
the big boomers came off the
bats of Wilkinson and John

Koseoglu in back-to-back fash-
ion that ignited a five-run third
inning. Wilkinson, who also
doubled, launched a two-run
homer over the right field fence,
and Koseoglu, who also had an
RBI single, hammered his solo
blast over the centerfield fence.
John Kaminskas had a pair of
singles and scored twice. Josh
Canavan (4 stolen bases, RBI)
and Nick Merkel each singled and
scored once. Fugett singled and
walked twice, and Miles Owens
singled. Angelo DiNizo had two
RBI and Ted Giandana scored
once.

“I have been waiting for Danny
and John. I have them back to
back, so it was nice to see them
get a back-to-back combo there.
The bats are getting hot. We
were struggling, but today we
were hitting and it was fireworks

on both sides,” Coach Mulvey
said.

Westfield White received some
influence from Tom DeRosa, who
smacked a two-run homer, and
Nathan Hefner, who cracked a
solo blast. Andrew Caminiti
tapped an RBI single and doubled
in his two at-bats, and Jake
Saltzer doubled and scored once.
Ethan Wolf, Jack Cushing and
Matt Leone each scored a run.

“I am surprised we had any
‘metal’. These kids have been up
in Cooperstown all week in a
tournament. They had their bats
going up there. I guess that’s
where the home run balls came
in, but Scotch Plains played a
really good game. They threw
some really good pitchers. That
combination of the off-speed and

Probitas Verus Honos
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the man who threw fast, threw
us off a little bit,” Westfield White
Head Coach Steve Root said.

Westfield White’s trip to
Cooperstown was quite an expe-
rience.

“It was unbelievable! We were
able to make it to the round of 32

in the playoffs out of 104 teams.
These kids were hitting home
runs left and right. We were just
having a blast,” Coach Root said.

The Raiders scored once in the
top of the first when Canavan,
who singled, stole two bases and
scored on Koseoglu’s hopping

single past third. Westfield an-
swered with three runs. Cushing
walked, stole two bases and trot-
ted home with the help of
DeRosa’s two-run blast. Leone
was hit-by-a-pitch, stole second,
dashed to third on a throwing
error and scored on Caminiti’s
infield single.

Saltzer doubled and scored in
the second to extend Westfield
White’s lead to 4-1, but the Raid-
ers exploded for five runs on five
hits, including the back-to-back
homers to take a 6-4 lead. Hefner
hit his solo homer to lead off the
third, then Fugett relieved and
received plenty of support from
centerfielder Merkel and, espe-
cially, from leftfielder Giandana,
who made a run-saving snag in
the fifth inning. Canavan, at
shortstop, was consistent
throughout the game.

“Teddy and Nick Merkel cover
some great ground out there. I
am confident having those two
guys out there, because any-
thing hit on that side of the field,
you know those two guys are
going to get it. Josh, our short-
stop, can shut them down. We

are getting better every day,”
Coach Mulvey said.

The Raiders scored their sev-
enth run in the fifth inning when
DiNizo pulled off a suicide bunt to
bring home Kaminskas. Westfield
manufactured its sixth run in the
bottom of the fifth when Wolf
scored on a wild pitch.

“We made some errors that we
weren’t making. Scotch Plains
came to play. They had a couple
of huge hits and they made plays
in the field, and that’s what usu-
ally wins it,” Coach Root said.
SPF Blue 105 010 7
Westfield White 311 010 6
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MELAO THUMPS 2-RUN 3B; KORNFELD WINNING RBI; HO, CLANCY, GANNAWAY 2 HITS EACH

Westfield 10s Edge Long Hill in ‘4th of July’ Thriller, 6-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Independence Day at Gumbert
3 Field in Westfield featured a
spirited showdown between two
talented 10-year-old baseball
teams, the visiting Long Hill 10s
and the Westfield 10s. Trailing 5-
2, the Little Blue Devils scored
three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning then Jeremy Kornfeld
chopped the winning RBI single
in the sixth to give Westfield a 6-
5 victory.

Both teams demonstrated their
finely tuned, across-the-board
skills with a number of key de-
fensive plays, strong pitching and
key hitting. Trevor Bokach,
Charlie Everhard, Hunter
Skerlanitz and Christian
Gonzalez, respectively, per-
formed the mound duties for Long
Hill, while Chris Rizzi, Kornfeld

and Chris Ho, respectively,
pitched effectively for Westfield.

Long Hill totaled eight hits and
Gonzalez had two of them with

an RBI single and a double, while
scoring once. Everhard walked,
doubled and scored once. Matt
Stanton had an RBI single and

scored once. Ryan Doherty and
Jake Noerr each singled and
scored a run, while Skerlanitz
(walked once) and Matt Ravalli
each tapped RBI singles. Sam
DeMizio and Zach Medina each
walked once.

Westfield totaled 12 hits and
the most influential one came
with Matt Melao’s two-run triple
in the fifth inning. Ho and Kornfeld
each went 2-for-2 with an RBI.
Tom Clancy and Ian Gannaway
each went 2-for-2 with a run
scored. Liam Henderson doubled
and scored once. Patrick Bass
had an RBI single, Jake
Bencivegno singled, walked and
scored once, and Luke Engelke
walked and scored once, while
Ryan Pettit walked and added an
RBI.

Defensively, Long Hill’s Neorr
made a fine snare of a difficult fly

ball in centerfield, then later at
third base, he grabbed a hard
grounder and fired to first for the
putout. Several Long Hill infield-
ers made tough plays seem rou-
tine.

Westfield turned two double
plays, the first coming when right
fielder Clancy caught a fly ball
and gunned down the runner,
who tagged up at third and at-
tempted to score, and the sec-
ond when Kornfeld, from his
pitcher’s position, dove to corral
a short popup and fired to first to
catch the runner off base. Colin
Brancatella made some good
plays, Clancy made a diving, run-
saving grab of a liner at third
base in the fifth inning, and
Engelke made a fine unassisted
scoop of a hot chopper at first
base in the sixth inning.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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“Tommy Clancy had a play at
third base. He also had a throw
out from right field. Chris Rizzi,
Jeremy Kornfeld and Chris Ho
pitched great against a good hit-
ting team. I was very happy with
our sound defense. Kornfeld has
been great all year. He is iron out
there. He made a great defen-
sive play and had the game-
winning hit,” Westfield Head
Coach Gil Engelke said.

“It was a great game! Westfield
is a good team. They had a great
comeback at the end and came
through. We are having a great
season so far for Long Hill, a
small town. The 10-year-olds
played hard and we will see them
a couple of more times,” Long
Hill Head Coach Matt Bokach said.

Long Hill threatened first when
Skerlanitz and Everhard began
the top of the second inning with
free passes, but Rizzi got the
next batter to ground out, struck
out the second and got the third
one to pop up to short. Westfield
did, however, answer with a run
when Engelke walked,
Bencivegno singled and Ho drilled
an RBI single to left.

Noerr led off the Long Hill third
with a nifty bunt single then later
scored on Gonzalez’s looping
single over first. Westfield took a
2-1 lead in the bottom of the
inning. With Gannaway, who
singled, on third and Melao and
Bass on second and first, respec-
tively, Pettit drew a walk to bring
Gannaway home.

Everhard ignited some Long Hill

fireworks with a leadoff double in
the fourth. Doherty followed with
an infield single then stole sec-
ond. Stanton plopped an RBI
single just over second then ad-
vanced to second on a wild pitch.
Ravalli hobbled an infield RBI
single then Stanton, who had
advanced to third, alertly found
the opportunity to scoot home
under the radar to make the

score, 4-2. Kornfeld’s catch that
he converted to a double play
ended further threats.

“Matt Stanton is one of our
better base runners. He knew to
take advantage of it. In games
like this, you have to manufac-
ture runs, and he did a good job
of manufacturing runs,” Coach
Brokach said.

Long Hill extended its lead to 5-

2 in the fifth when Gonzalez
doubled and scored on
Skerlanitz’s single, but the Blue
Devils came loaded with their
own fireworks in the bottom of
the inning. Henderson doubled
to left, Gannaway singled past
third then Melao banged his two-
run triple over the centerfielder’s
head. Bass tied the score with an
RBI single over third.

“Matt Melao had a triple. We
really needed that. It gave us the
ability to come back and win the
game,” Coach Engelke said.

In the sixth, Ho struck out the
first two Long Hillers then Engelke
smothered a chopper and tagged
first for the third out. In the
bottom of the sixth, Bencivegna
walked, Ho singled and Kornfeld
hopped his game-winning RBI
single over second.

“Long Hill was the number one
team so far in our season. We’ve
been playing great. Everything
came together. Our pitching and
hitting, the boys fought hard and
came back,” Coach Engelke said.
Long Hill 001 310 5
Westfield 011 031 6
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COUSTAN RAPS KEY 2-RUN SINGLE; ECHAUSSE 2 HITS, 2 RUNS; VARANO 2 HITS, RUN, RBI

WF Blue 11s Plate 4 in Fifth to Beat New Providence, 8-5
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Victor Coustan bounced a two-
run single to spark a four-run
fifth inning that pushed the
Westfield Blue 11s past New
Providence, 8-5, in North Jersey
All-Star baseball action at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
July 7.

Westfield struggled early with
some defensive miscues, while
the Little Pioneers had a few
mental lapses on relays in the
second and fifth innings. New
Providence did take advantage
of the Blue Devils’ miscues to
plate three runs in the top of the
first inning. Richie Wawzycki
reached first on an error and

Danny McCarron (2-for-2)
doubled to right field. Both run-
ners scored when Mason Villa’s
fly ball to right field was dropped
then John Grill lofted an RBI
double to center.

“We got off to a little bit of a
slow start today. I always tell the
kids that the other team only
gets three outs an inning. Unfor-
tunately in the first inning, we
gave them about five or six outs,
and they pushed a bunch of runs
across. I give our guys credit.
They battled back. They kept
their heads in the game. They
could have hung them,” Westfield
Head Coach Noah Ament said.

Andrew Echausse got Westfield
on the board in the bottom of the
first when he slashed a single to
right, stole second, moved to
third on a passed ball and scored
on Ethan Ament’s RBI sacrifice

fly to right. Echausse finished 2-
for-3 with two runs scored.

Westfield scored three runs on
three hits in the second to grab a

4-3 lead with the help of a pair of
walks and some misdirected re-
lays. Jack Riley drilled a one-out
double. Leo Loffredo looped an
RBI single over first base, dashed
to second on the throw home and
advanced to third on a passed
ball. Christian Pansini and Henry
Meiselman both walked to load
the bases. After a force out at
home, Pansini scored on a throw-
ing error then Danny Varano (2-
for-2) slapped an RBI single to
right.

New Providence tied the score
in the third. Stanton Leuthner
punched a single to right, stole
second and scored on McCarron’s
single over first. In the fourth,
Pioneer Ryan Sherman lined a
one-out single, stole second and
sped to third on a failed pickoff
attempt. Chris Kubas walked,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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which prompted Coach Ament to
bring Tim Alliegro in to relieve
starting pitcher Pansini. After an
RBI sac fly by Brian Smith and a
walk to Owen Kovas (1-for-1),
Alliegro became very stingy and
shutout the Pioneers the rest of

the way.
“Our pitching was fantastic. We

threw strikes, hardly had any
walks. Our defense buckled down
when it mattered. You come out,
you throw strikes, you play de-
fense, you get on base, you have

a good chance to win every
game,” Coach Ament said.

Trailing, 5-4, in the fifth
Westfield got its bats working
beginning with Varano, who beat
out an infield single. Echausse
chopped a single to left then
Coustan came through with his
two-run single to left. Ament
reached safely on a fielder’s
choice. Alliegro singled, but after
another misdirected throw,
Coustan and Ament scored to
make the score, 8-5. Will Kessler
added a single in the inning.

“We knew these guys are a
good team. We just got to cut
back on some of those mistakes,
letting three or four runs in that
big inning, and it’s a different ball
game. We are coming along well.
We are hitting well. The field is
good. The pitching is good. A few
extra throws here and there and
getting those runners back to
where they should be to limit
those runs, we will be in better
shape,” Pioneer Head Coach Mike
Sherman said.

“Big hit! Full count. He
[Coustan] battled back, got to a

full count then he drove one into
leftfield with two guys on base.
You can’t get much bigger than
that,” Coach Ament said.

Aliegro, who fanned two Pio-

neers in the fifth inning, struck
out three of the four batters he
faced in the final inning.
New Providence 301 100 5
Westfield Blue 130 04x 8
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McINTYRE, CATANZARO, CROWLEY TOSS 3-HITTER; RILEY RBI DBL, RBI 1B; CARLONE RBI DBL

WF Blue 12s Top Union, 7-2, in Central Jersey Baseball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Starting pitcher Matt McIntyre
and relievers MJ Catanzaro and
Matt Crowley combined to toss a
three-hitter, and the offense cre-
ated some lightning, especially
in the second and third innings,
to guide the Westfield Blue 12s
to a 7-2 victory over Union in
Central Jersey Baseball League
action at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 6.

After yielding two runs on two
hits in the first inning, the
Westfield pitching trio shutout
the Union Little Farmers the re-
mainder of the way. Catanzaro,
who relieved McIntyre with two
outs in the third inning, allowed

only one hit in the fourth and a
walk in the fifth. Crowley took to

the mound in the sixth and got
the first batter to fly out to

centerfield and the next two to
ground out to third.

“We came out ready to play.
We had timely hits, great de-
fense, great pitching. The first
inning today, we struggled with
some errors. We didn’t come out
too sharp. After that, the guys
did a great job,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Chris Flynn said.

The Westfield Blue had just re-
turned from an exciting four days
at Cooperstown, N.Y., competing
against teams from many states.

“Lot of baseball! Nine games in
four days. The boys played hard.
They ran into some tough teams.
On the last day that we were
there, we had to play three
games. If we won that third
game, we would have played
the other Westfield team. It was
a fun trip. It was fun to see all
those teams from other states,”

Coach Flynn said.
The Blue totaled nine hits

against Union. Charlie Riley had
an RBI double and an RBI single
and scored once in his three at-
bats. Mike Carlone drilled an RBI
double, singled and scored once.
Aiden Gilman ripped an RBI
double, scored once and was hit-
by-a-pitch. Brendan Cox had an
RBI single and scored, Jack
DiFilippo doubled and scored, and
McIntyre singled and scored.
Sean Flynn walked twice and
scored once. Jack Sandstedt
singled and walked, and Adam
Holtzman walked.

RJ Jones led off the Union first
inning with a free pass, stole sec-
ond and Brandon Bedlivy laid down
a bunt single. Jared Alvarez tapped
an infield single and, later, an
error at first resulted in two runs.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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Westfield scored a run in the
bottom of the inning. McIntyre
hacked a single past first, stole
second and scored on Carlone’s
double to right field. In the sec-

ond, Westfield added three more
runs. Flynn walked and stole sec-
ond. Gilman lined an RBI double
to center and Cox followed with
an RBI single. After a series of

balks, Cox scored.
Union threatened in the third

when Jones, Bedlivy and Alvarez
all walked with two outs.
Catanzaro relieved and struck
out the next batter. Westfield
banged out two more runs in the
third to seize a 6-2 lead. Carlone
singled and stole second. Riley
drilled an RBI double to
centerfield. Gilman was hit on
the elbow then Riley later scored
on a muffed pickoff attempt.

Westfield Blue’s seventh run
came in the fifth inning when
DiFilippo doubled off the
centerfield fence and scored on
Riley’s single to center.

“We have some new faces on
the team from last year. We are
still kind of learning our way
through. So far, we like the ef-
fort. We think we can do a lot
better. We just need to become
more focused and play hard.
That’s all we ask for. Win or lose
it doesn’t matter, as long as you
play a good game and you hustle

in and out. I can’t complain too
much. We are 8-4. It could be
worse, but it could be better.
There is always room for im-
provement. It’s not how you start,

it’s how you finish,” Union Head
Coach Julian Alvarez said.
Union 200 000 2
Westfield Blue 132 01x 7

Westfield Blue 12s Stop Union Farmers, 7-2, in Central Jersey Baseball League Action
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC) officials said last week
that construction for a new, $14-
million student-services building
on the Cranford campus will be-
gin in May of 2014 and take 12 to
18 months to complete.

In a presentation before the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders on June 27, Dr. Maris
Lown, UCC vice-president of aca-
demic affairs, said the new build-
ing, “will provide much needed
services and replace part of our
oldest structure.”

The new structure will be con-
structed between the campus’
main building, Nomahegan Hall,
and MacKay Library. The two-
story structure will include stu-
dent support services as well as
classrooms and administrative
offices.

Nick Netta of Netta Architects
said the new 30,000-square-foot
student services building addi-
tion will be attached to the east-
ern edge of the Nomahegan Build-
ing. The addition will include an-
other 8,000 square feet of reno-
vated space inside the existing
Nomahegan Building.

He said the addition will be
“tucked in” on the former site of
the campus “Peace Garden” be-
tween the Nomahegan Building
and the MacKay Library. The
Peace Garden will be relocated.

“The addition will have minimal
visual impact on any of the sur-
rounding areas,” he said.

The first floor of the building
will house the student services
center, administration offices, a
testing center, meeting rooms
for one-on-one sessions between
counselors and students, and a
payment center.

Dr. Lown said the student ser-
vices center would include stu-
dent counseling and advising,

financial aid, admissions and reg-
istration, veterans’ services, the
college bursar, and student re-
cruitment offices.

Mr. Netta said student services
currently are scattered around
the campus and that these ser-
vices will be located within the
new structure.

The second floor will house
classrooms, mathematics office
space and the office of the math-
ematics department chairman,
Mr. Netta said. In total, the floor
will have eight computer labs,
four classrooms and one multi-
purpose classroom.

Mr. Netta said a lot of brick and
glass would be utilized in the
design of the building to blend in
with the campus, specifically the
MacKay Library. He said the
project would create a campus
quad.

Dr. Lown said while UCC is “at
an all-time high” in enrollment,
the college does not anticipate
any dramatic enrollment in-
creases, as high-school popula-
tions are declining nationwide.
She said the college, the oldest
two-year community college in
New Jersey, serves 13,000 credit
students and 20,000 non-credit
students, many of who are first-
generation college students who
would not otherwise have this
opportunity.

She said additional classrooms
are necessary in order for in-
structors to be able to be more
creative in their lesson plans,
thus increasing student engage-
ment resulting in higher gradua-
tion rates. Mr. Netta said some
20 mathematics professors cur-
rently are working in a 400-
square-foot area that is inad-
equate for student learning.

“We don’t have enough class-
rooms. This building will miti-
gate but not correct our shortage
of classrooms. We are woefully

Garwood Council Debates
Property Reassessment
By MEGAN K. SCOTT

SpeciallyWritten for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council announced on Tues-
day it would investigate privatiz-
ing garbage pickup and conduct-
ing a borough-wide property re-

assessment – two issues that
sparked an array of responses.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Councilman Bill Nierstedt pro-
posed a study into whether a
private firm could collect gar-
bage cheaper than the borough’s
Department of Public Works
(DPW). He said he has asked the
superintendent to prepare a cost-
analysis of the municipality’s gar-
bage collection. The DPW col-
lects garbage four days a week –
two days on each side of town.

Mr. Nierstedt said that the bor-
ough would still collect taxes and
pay for garbage pickup, similar
to the recycling program, which
is contracted out. “If we can get
a lower cost for the privatization,
that would then free up DPW
workers to do other work in town
that needs to be done. I think
that’s something we should pur-
sue,” he said.

inadequate in terms of 21st-cen-
tury classrooms that will accom-
modate 21st-century pedagogy.
The building is going to help enor-
mously with the teaching and
learning function,” Dr. Lown said.
“This project is good for stu-
dents, it’s good for the commu-
nity and it is good for the county,”
she added.

In addition to the new building,
one of two entrances/exits to a
parking lot on the side of the
campus adjacent to a residential
neighborhood is to be closed,
with a landscaped buffer added
to screen the campus from nearby
homes.

UCC also has campuses in
Scotch Plains, Elizabeth and
Plainfield. UCC recently opened
its new $48-million, 132,000-
square-foot building in Elizabeth,
which is the new home of Trinitas
School of Nursing and the Indus-
try Business Institute. Both the
Cranford and Elizabeth campuses
are being funded through bonds
floated by the Union County Im-
provement Authority.

UCC to Begin Construction
On New Addition Next Spring

Deutscher Club to Host Authentic
German Biergarten July 18

CLARK - The Deutscher Club
will host an authentic German
Biergarten on Friday, July, 12,
from 5:30 to 10 p.m. at the
Deutscher Club of Clark, 787
Featherbed Lane, Clark.

The event is open to the
public and will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $2 per
person.

The vent will feature a
Mercedes Car Show, live mu-

sic and German and American
food and beverages will be
available.

No outside food or bever-
ages permitted. No bicycles,
skates, skateboards, scooters
or glass containers permit-
ted. No pets allowed at any
time.

For information call (732)
574-8600 of visit
www.deutscherclub.us.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKE YOUR MARK...Participants dart across the starting line in Nomahegan
Park in Cranford on July 4 at the 34th annual Cranford Jaycees’ Firecracker 4
Miler hosted by Investors Bank. The event also featured a raffle and prizes were
awarded during post-race festivities.
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Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud suggested Mr. Nierstedt
find out what other towns in Union
County are paying for private
pickup before putting out a re-
quest for bids. According to Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu, more than
half of the towns in Union County
use private haulers.

Council President Sara Todisco
endorsed the idea but cautioned
against a privatization trend that
could eliminate the DPW. She
also expressed concern that if
the borough loses the manpower
to pick up its own trash it could
get locked into a private hauler’s
price increases.

In other news, Mr. Mathieu re-
iterated his proposal for a bor-
ough-wide property reassess-
ment, which he said has not been
done in more than 30 years. “In
a nutshell, if we’re going to have
property tax as the basis for
funding Garwood’s municipality,
then we have to have an agree-
ment that those taxes will be
based on value that is somewhat
rationally related to market
value,” he said.

He pointed out that he pur-
chased a home for $383,000 that
is assessed at $82,500, and an-
other home for $335,000 that is
assessed at $106,000. “It’s com-

pletely out of whack, and that’s
just not fair,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu said the matter
could curb redevelopment since
new businesses may be unwilling
to pay disproportionately higher
taxes based on current rates while
older properties continue to be
assessed at values from 30 years
ago. He felt this created a situa-
tion where new businesses would
be forced to pay more than their
share of taxes to shield long-
time residents from steep in-
creases.

Ms. Todisco said she spoke to
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer,
who recommended against a re-

assessment because of the length
of time that has lapsed since the
last one was done. Regular reas-
sessments generally occur every
five years. A full evaluation would
require an inspection of every
property and cost at least
$200,000, or $50,000 per year
over four years, she said.

The new assessment, Ms.
Todisco said, explaining Ms.
Switzer’s argument, was unlikely
to dramatically change an
individual’s relative tax pay-
ments.

Ms. Todisco said she has heard
of cases in other towns where
businesses left to avoid dispro-
portionate taxation, resulting in
steep hikes for homeowners. But
Ms. Switzer does not see that
happening in Garwood because
businesses do not play that kind
of role, she said.

“Two-hundred-thousand dol-
lars, $50,000 a year, you’re look-
ing at on the average home as-
sessed at $100,000, your taxes
are going up $25 thereabouts at
least.

“So homes assessed at more
would obviously go up more just
to pay for something that may in
the end tell you, ‘Sorry, your
taxes are staying the same,
maybe dropping just a little bit
lower or going up,’” she said.

When asked by Mr. Mathieu
when the borough should do a
reassessment, Ms. Todisco said
Ms. Switzer suggested when the
other municipalities in the county
do one, which drew laughter from
the dais and the audience. “She
also feels that by going first, we
would be paying more in county
taxes,” she said.

At the suggestion of Council-
woman Ann Palmer, Ms. Todisco
said she would invite Ms. Switzer
to a council meeting to address
council members’ concerns.

Mr. Mathieu said it comes down
to “morality and fairness. If we

are not taxing people equally
based on their property values,
we are not being fair, and it is
immoral.”

RIT Announces
Dean’s List

ROCHESTER, NY — The follow-
ing local residents made the
Dean’s List for Spring 2013 quar-
ter at Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology:

Zachary Bebel of Westfield, is a
second-year student in the game
design and development program
in RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Amanda Berlinski of
Mountainside, is a second-year
student in the professional pho-
tographic illustration program in
RIT’s College of Imaging Arts
and Sciences.

Daniel Cunningham of Cranford,
is a fifth-year student in the soft-
ware engineering program in
RIT’s B. Thomas Golisano Col-
lege of Computing and Informa-
tion Sciences.

Kaitlin Hipkin of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the com-
puter science program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Jeffrey Kaiser of Cranford, is a
second-year student in the ap-
plied networking and system ad-
ministration program in RIT’s B.
Thomas Golisano College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences.

Thane Vollbrecht of Cranford, is
a second-year student in the me-
chanical engineering program in
RIT’s Kate Gleason College of En-
gineering.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who
were eager to get in the water in order to beat the heat.
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