Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus
OUR 123rd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 02-2013

USPS 680020
Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.

Thursday, January 10, 2013

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Skibitsky: Westfield Will Focus On
Making Info. More Accessible
By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – “Who’d have
thought that for the second year in a
row I would be talking about a hurricane and a snow event?” Mayor Andy
Skibitsky remarked during the town’s
annual address on January 3.
The mayor said that while 14 homes
in Westfield were deemed uninhabitable following Superstorm Sandy,
there were no serious injuries in
Westfield. “Let us never forget to
count our blessings here in Westfield,”
Mayor Skibitsky said. He paid praise
to the residents of Westfield for show-

ing their community spirit and special praise to the members of the
police, fire and rescue squads who
were out working in dangerous conditions during the storm.
He said downtown businesses were
especially impacted by the aftereffects of Superstorm Sandy, and
stressed the need for a healthy business community to ensure a stable
residential community. Mayor Skibitsky began his “Westfield First” initiative several years ago to encourage
residents to spend their money at
Westfield businesses, and again encouraged residents to patronize the

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader

MR. CHAIRMAN... Peter Echausse, center, 2013 chairman of the Westfield
Recreation Commission, watches the proceedings during the Westfield Town
Council’s annual reorganization meeting on January 2. Municipal Judge Brenda
Cuba and her husband, Stan, are pictured in the front row.

WF BOE Re-Elects President;
Swears in Biegler, Galligan
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Board of Education, at its reorganization meeting January 3, welcomed
new members Lucy Biegler for a
three-year term and Brendan Galligan
for a one-year term, as well as returning members Gretchan Ohlig and Richard Mattessich for three-year terms.
The board re-elected Mr.
Mattessich to serve as president, and
Rosanne Kurstedt to serve as vicepresident.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan thanked members of the
public for their votes in the December 6 bond election to raise money to
replace roofs in the school district.
There were 2,700 yes votes and 1,503
no votes. “The architect was here the
morning after [the vote]. Three roofs
are expected to be done this summer,” she said.
Ms. Dolan addressed the mass
shootings that killed 26 including 20
children last month at the Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown,
Conn. “I was on the phone with the

[Westfield] chief of police [David
Wayman]; we sent e-mails to parents. We’re fortunate that we have
worked closely with them [the police
department] for years. We weren’t
starting from scratch,” Ms. Dolan said.
“We’ve had a cooperative relationship with the police and fire departments for years. There are law enforcement people in this area who
were ready to help us out. We’ve
taken advantage of all these perspectives. We have people who have
reached out. We’re going to make our
schools safe for all of our children.”
The board voted to accept several
donations, one from an anonymous
donor for $4,396 to the Franklin
School PTO grant account for two
laptop computers, two classroom
audio systems, two document cameras and a printer; another from
Geraldine Morrison of $209 for a
color printer for the Tamaques School
archive classroom and a $1,500 donation, from the Northfield Bank of
Westfield, for the Westfield High
School Science Department. Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE...Members of the Union County Freeholders recite
the Pledge of Allegiance at the reorganization meeting held January 6 at the
county courthouse in Elizabeth. Pictured, left to right, are: Union County
Sheriff’s Officer Luis Alfaro, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, and Freeholder Bruce Bergen.
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downtown. “Together, let’s keep
Westfield first,” he said.
“Westfield’s form of government
is indeed unique,” the mayor said, as
the council members receive no monetary compensation, only the “distinct honor of serving.” He thanked
the council members for their service, as well as their families, who
the mayor noted give up a lot of time.
The mayor also pledged to continue to find ways to control costs
while keeping, “Westfield a desirable place to work, live and visit.”
The mayor said the town’s 2012
salaries and wages were at the same
level as 2005, but that was due mostly
to attrition, reassignments and successful collective bargaining negotiations. Mayor Skibitsky said that
public service remains a priority for
the town and that Westfield has one
of only one quarter of the state’s paid
fire departments, staffed by 28 fulltime firefighters. He also said the
town has 52 police officers and 49
crossing guards.
In 2013, the mayor pledged to work
to use affordable technologies to make
information more accessible to residents, and to make the town’s website
more user-friendly. He said the town
is currently working to allow permit
holders to pay for their parking spaces
via a phone app, and to allow residents to pay their property taxes
online.
Mayor Skibitsky closed his speech
by saying, “The Town of Westfield is
really about its people…it’s an honor
to serve you.”
As part of the annual reorganization meeting, the mayor reappointed
Anthony Prieto as municipal prosecutor and Gavin Handwerker as
public defender. Former Councilman
Peter Echausse was appointed as the
chairman of the recreation commission, along with commissioners Jeff
O’Connor and Loren Weinstein, who
were reappointed, and Kevin Neylan,
who was moved from an alternate to
a full member.
Additionally, Frederick Danser,
3rd, was reappointed as the town’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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UNION COUNTY FREEHOLDERS...Several members of the Union County Freeholders were sworn in at the reorganization meeting held January 6 at the county courthouse in Elizabeth. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder ViceChairman Christopher Hudak, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, Freeholder Vernell Wright, Freeholder Angel Estrada,
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter, Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella and Freeholder Bruce Bergen.

Gun Buyback, Low-Cost Energy
Programs On Tap at County
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Creation of a mayors
emergency management group for
future storms, a county gun buyback
program, job training and business
assistance and a community energy
aggregation program top the list of
initiatives announced by 2013 Union
County Freeholder Chairman Linda
Carter at Union County’s 156th reorganization meeting held on Sunday.
Freeholder Carter, a Plainfield resident elected to the board in 2010, is
the first African-American woman to
serve as freeholder chair. A teacher,
she said the mass murders at a
Newtown, Conn. school in December would be the “tipping point in the

MS BOE Swears in Motz,
Parker; Appoints Reps.
By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board Secretary Charles Milewski, acting as temporary chairman prior to the election
of officers for 2013, opened the
Mountainside Board of Education’s
annual reorganization meeting Tuesday night. He swore in two board
members, Kate Motz and Jeane
Parker, both of whom recently won
elections to the board for three-year
terms. Both Mrs. Motz and Mrs.
Parker had already served the board
by appointment since October 2011,
when they were picked to replace
resigning board members Mary Beth
Shaumberg and Carolyn Williams.
Mr. Milewski then called for nominations for school board president
and vice-president. James Ruban,
Jr. and Christopher Minks, who
served as president and vice president, respectively, in 2012, were
nominated and unanimously reelected to those positions. Mr. Ruban
took the president’s chair and conducted the remainder of the meeting.
After approving the adoption of
the most recent schedule of meetings, along with several general appointments, policies, rules and agreements, the board went on to determine which board members would
serve in various representative positions for 2013.
Board member Carmine Venes will
function as the board’s first County
School Boards Association Delegate.
Mrs. Parker, formerly the board’s
New Jersey School Boards Association (NJSBA) Delegate, will this year

act as liaison to the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education (BH-BOE), a
role that belonged to board member
Dante Gioia last year. Mr. Gioia will
be the NJSBA Delegate for 2013.
Mr. Ruban will take over from Mrs.
Motz as Mountainside Public Library
liaison for the coming year. He mentioned that the library would be hiring a new director early in the year.
The board elected to keep membership in its various committees
largely as it was in 2012. Mrs. Parker
joined the Curriculum Committee,
however. A new committee, the Strategic Planning Committee, also was
formed. Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Motz and
Cathy Jakositz will compose the new
committee.
Mr. Gioia gave his final report as
BH-BOE liaison. He noted that the
BH-BOE elected a new president,
Helen Kirsch, on January 3. He distributed copies of the district curriculum, to which he wants all board
members to have easy access, going
forward. He said that no information
regarding tuition statistics for the previous year has yet come in from the
State of New Jersey, but he expects
that information to arrive soon.
Finally, Mr. Gioia commented that
the board had weathered a difficult
recent period, having replaced two
board members, hammered out contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association,
and appointed a new board secretary.
He said that disagreements over
nearly every aspect of business that
came before the board had always
been cordial and productive, and had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

discussion on guns, violence and
schools safety.” She said the freeholders should support legislation by
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) to “limit the capacity of certain gun magazines in New Jersey.”
She said Union County’s gun buy
back program, which she admitted,
“may not be a cure all,” would be
conducted by the county police. She
said a similar program in Camden
County resulted 1,300 weapons, including semi-automatic weapons,

being turned in.
Looking at job training, Freeholder
Carter said under the Union County
CHOICES Program, Union County
College would offer training in
healthcare/allied health and retail/
hospitality.
On her green energy initiative, she
said the Union County Improvement
Authority would “explore” the energy aggregation program whereby
county residents and businesses could
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Nierstedt, Palmer Join
Garwood Council
By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Bill Nierstedt, a
25-year Garwood resident, took his
seat on the dais of the borough
council for the first time on January
2, 10 years after his initial attempt
to serve.
Mr. Nierstedt and running mate,
Ann Palmer, took the oath of office
during a swearing-in ceremony –
significant others by their side –
and then joined the other council
members on the rostrum in what

Ms. Palmer called more comfortable seats than the hard chairs at the
Garwood Board of Education meetings. She served on the school board
for seven years.
“It’s exciting,” said Ms. Palmer
after the swearing in. “It’s nice to
see it from the other side. I’m looking forward to seeing what comes
across our desks.”
The two Democrats beat Republican challengers, incumbent Timothy Hak and Mike Martin, in NoCONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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GARWOOD COUNCIL...Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi addresses the Garwood
Borough Council. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Louis Petruzzelli,
Councilwoman Ann Palmer, Council President Sara Todisco and Mayor
Quattrocchi.
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UP, UP, UP AND AWAY...Terry McLane viewed the spectacular fall foliage over
Charlottesville, Va. in October during a hot air balloon ride with her children
Kara McLane Burke and Paul McLane while they enjoy The Westfield Leader.

GOOD DAY MATE...Westfield native Hannah Vickers, left, with her husband
Mark Carson catch up on hometown news in The Westfield Leader while on
Leighton Beach in Perth, Australia. Hannah and Mark were married in a small
ceremony in the groom’s hometown of Perth in September. The pair plan to host
a belated celebration in the United States in the next year.

WF Recreation Panel Names
Westfield Board of Education New Leadership for 2013
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo courtesy of Janice Baker

HOME GROWN...Bill and Sharee Carow, along with a few friends, travelled to
Rome and the Florence area for the Carow’s 30th wedding anniversary. The
group, wearing matching “Home Grown Chili Pepper” bike jerseys, is seen here
enjoying The Westfield Leader after a bike ride in the Chianti area near Florence.
Pictured, left to right, are: Sharee Carow, Mark Carow, Jeff Pesin, Amy Carow
and Janice Baker. Not shown is photographer Bill Carow.

Union County Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

purchase low-cost energy. In addition, she said the county would create an Energy Savings Improvement Program Law or ESIP to help
local towns and school boards reduce energy consumption through
installation of energy efficient boilers, lights and HVAC equipment.
The new chairwoman also said
she has directed county department
directors to work with a local domestic violence shelter for battered
women by helping them re-enter
the workforce through training programs to be offered at Union County
College and Union County Vocational-Technical Schools.
Looking ahead to her chairmanship, Ms. Carter, a former Plainfield
councilwoman, said she would follow a philosophy where “every municipality is connected” to the
county.
During Sunday’s reorganization
meeting held in the Union County
Courthouse courtroom of Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy, Bruce
Bergen of Springfield took his seat
on the board, joining reelected Freeholders Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood and Mohamed Jalloh of
Roselle as each took their oaths of
office.
Mr. Bergen said he has been active in the Democratic Party since
1979, noting he has lived in Springfield since moving from Cranford
26 years ago. He served 17 years as
township attorney in Springfield.
Freeholder Bergen ran for Congress
in 1990 and was a candidate multiple times for the state Assembly.
Mr. Mirabella is beginning his 16th
year on the board while Mr. Jalloh
is beginning his fourth year.
During the board’s business meeting that followed the reorganization ceremony, the board approved
funding of up to a quarter of a
million dollars for outside attorneys to represent the county in labor and personnel matters. The bulk
of that funding, $125,000, will go
to the Springfield firm of Bauch,
Zucker, Hatfield. Kathryn Hatfield
handles the work for the firm including negotiations last year during layoffs and privatization of some
county operations. The firm received over $245,000 last year from
the county.
The board also approved resolutions for $140,000 for county departments, agencies and employees
to be enrolled in professional organizations and another $150,000 to
enter into an agreement with the
Washington, D.C.-based Winning
Strategies for “comprehensible federal government relations and lob-

bying services.”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said federal lawmakers, some
of whom attended Sunday’s meeting, should be doing that work as
opposed to an outside lobbying firm.
During the reorganization ceremony, Reps. Frank Pallone (D6th) and Albio Sires (D-8th) were
both critical of Republicans in the
House of Representatives for delaying the approval of some $60
billion in aid for victims of Hurricane Sandy. Rep. Pallone said the
“Tea Party element really doesn’t
believe in government.” He said
government needs to invest in research and development or else “we
are gong to get behind” other countries.
Rep. Sires added that New Jersey
is a “doughnut” that sends more tax
money to Washington that it gets
back. He said some Republicans
have a philosophy of “cut, cut, cut”
in federal dollars. “Government has
a role in helping people,” Rep. Sires
argued.
Also attending the meeting were
state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester); Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R21, Summit); Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth), Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union) and
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20, Elizabeth); Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assemblyman Gerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains). Rep. Leonard Lance (R7th) was unable to attend.
Among those sitting in the audience were most of the Plainfield
City Council, Fanwood Councilmen Kevin Boris and Jack
Molenaar, and Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell and Westfield
Councilman Keith Loughlin.

MS BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

worked to strengthen the board’s
working relationships rather than to
derail them.
Mr. Minks agreed with Mr. Gioia,
saying, “We are a healthy, working
board…[not] lock-step likeminded, but like-intentioned.” Mr.
Ruban also seconded the sentiment,
thanking all the members for their
continued focus and dedication,
before he adjourned the public session and moved into a closed executive session.

Courtesy of Brian Trusdell

Courtesy of Brian Trusdell

NEWEST COUNCILWOMAN...Ann
Palmer takes the oath of office for her seat
on the Garwood Borough Council at the
reorganization meeting on January 2.

MR. COUNCILMAN... Bill Nierstedt
takes the oath of office for his seat on the
Garwood Borough Council at the reorganization meeting held January 2.

Mattessich thanked all of the donors.
Board member Ann Cary said
Hurricane Sandy relief efforts are
ongoing and active throughout the
district.
Board member Ginny Leiz congratulated Westfield High School
(WHS) senior Courtney Weisse,
who was not present at the meeting,
on being nominated by her coaches
as the WHS representative for the
NJSIAA Awards Luncheon on Sunday, January 27. The program celebrates New Jersey’s female athletes as part of National Girls and
Women in Sports Day. Courtney
earned varsity letters in girl’s lacrosse and volleyball. She recently
signed a letter of intent to continue
playing lacrosse at Dartmouth College.
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan presented the draft budget
calendar for the 2013-2014 budget
as follows: Tuesday, January 22,
preliminary budget discussion at
the public meeting; Tuesday, February 19, budget workshop at the
public meeting, and possible date
for Governor Chris Christie’s budget message; Thursday, February
21, possible receipt of state aid information; Tuesday, February 26,
possible adoption of a tentative
budget; Wednesday, February 27,
submission of the budget to the
Union County Superintendent of
Schools; Tuesday, March 5, public
meeting and budget workshop;
Tuesday, March 19, public board
meeting and budget workshop;
Tuesday, March 26, special board
meeting and public hearing on the
final adoption of the budget. All
meetings will be held in the board
room of the district’s administration building on Elm Street.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Greg Kasko, a
former Westfield policeman, objected to crossing guards, who work
in the district, directing traffic. “I
contacted the Westfield Police Department, but got no answer. I have
witnessed two guards directing stu-

dents through the stop sign. I’ve
told my children to mind the guards,
but to look both ways before crossing the street. I know the town is
congested at the grid around the
high school. Maybe there could be
one-way streets, at least for some
hours during the day,” he said.
Mr. Mattessich responded, “It is
my understanding that the crossing
guards report to the town, not to
us.” He added, “It is also my understanding that they are not supposed
to be directing traffic. We’ll talk to
the Westfield Police Department.”
It was announced that registration information is available on the
district’s website. Kindergarten registration appointments were to take
place on January 7 for all children
who are residents of Westfield and
who will be 5 years old by October
1, 2013. First-grade registration for
all children who are Westfield residents and will be 6 years old by
October 1, 2013, and who have not
yet attended Westfield schools, were
scheduled to take place on January
9. Residents may check the
Westfield district website,
westfieldnjk12.org/register, for
more information.
The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m. at the administration
building, Room 105, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

labor attorney and Russell Finestein
was reappointed as town attorney.
Former town attorney Robert Cockren
was appointed again as special counsel; he will continue to work on commercial tax appeals and litigation involving Sunnyside Senior Housing.
Jonathan Drill of Stickel, Koenig and
Sullivan was appointed as special
affordable housing counsel for work
related to the lawsuit involving
Sunnyside. For more information on
this matter, see goleader.com/
12dec20.

Garwood Reorganization
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

vember for three-year terms, changing the makeup of the council from
3-3 to a 4-2 Democratic majority.
They ran a grassroots campaign,
walking door-to-door to introduce
themselves and listen to citizens’
concerns, with goals to bring back
a pay-to-use bulk garbage pickup,
better communication with residents and more NJ Transit train
stops.
Sara Todisco was elected council
president and Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi announced standing committee changes. Ms. Todisco is the
youngest council member in the
borough’s history. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was absent from the
meeting due to illness.
Councilman Jim Mathieu was
named to the streets, roads and ecology committee, with Louis
Petruzzelli and Mr. Nierstedt as
chairman. Mr. Mathieu also will
serve as chairman of the fire committee with Mr. Nierstedt and Ms.
Palmer as members. Mr. Mathieu
additionally will serve as the Transportation Advisory Council representative, Union County Air Traffic
Noise Advisory Board representative and as the mayor’s library representative. Mr. Petruzzelli was
named the representative for the
Athletic Field Complex Committee
– the $3.2-million project that will
replace the Garwood Little League
Field. The complex was 10 years in
discussion and opposed by some
residents over cost concerns.
In a surprising move, Cranfordbased attorney Robert Renaud returned as borough attorney, replacing Joseph Triarsi, who served as
attorney the past two years. Michael
Tharaldsen was sworn in as fire
chief and Leonard Spina as assistant fire chief for one-year terms.
Mayor Quattrocchi and council
members each made remarks and
discussed their priorities including
consideration of a private firm for
trash pick-up, a borough-wide reassessment of properties and additional shared services with neigh-

boring towns.
In her address, Mayor Quattrocchi also said she wanted to enhance
communication with a new, improved and more user-friendly
website, a new borough hall phone
system, a quarterly borough newsletter and an electronic message
board more than likely at Kennedy
Plaza. She also expressed a desire
to attract more businesses to North
and South Avenues to increase revenue and reduce the tax burden on
residents.
“Regardless of the political
makeup of this present body, we all
have a common goal, and that is to
do what we believe in our heart of
hearts and in the best interest of the
borough, and that also should have
been part of a lot of our personal
resolutions,” she said.
Ms. Palmer has lived in Garwood
for 16 years. Besides the school
board, she has held leadership positions in the PTA, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts. She has been a network support specialist for AT&T
for 22 years.
Mr. Nierstedt is a city planner for
Plainfield. He also was a member
of the borough’s planning and zoning board. He has been lobbying
for more NJ Transit train stops for
several years and said that it is still
one of his top priorities. He referenced the NJ Transit Village Study
and the Mayor’s Transit Village Advisory Committee headed by former
councilwoman Kathy Villaggio.
“NJ Transit equates stops with
parking, and because we don’t have
a lot of parking, they’re not going
to give us a lot of stops,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “We’re going to try
to educate them otherwise.”
He also echoed Ms. Todisco’s
concern about providing protection
to homeowners during zoning regulation changes. Some residents have
found themselves vulnerable without “certificates of non-conformity,” discovering their properties
were never granted variances when
changes were enacted.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s recreation commission started off the new
year Monday night by appointing
former councilman and 10-year commission member, Peter Echausse, as
its chairman for 2013, and Tom
Rippenger as vice-chairman.
Mr. Echausse introduced new
members, Jennifer Czarnecki, a 12year resident of Westfield who is active in her children’s sports activities,
and Mark Friedman, a 22-year
Westfield resident who has been active in his children’s sports activities.
He is a member of the board of education and will serve as BOE liaison
to the commission.
Recreation Department Director
Bruce Kaufmann said the previous
chairman, Jim Marvin, stepped down
from the commission because of work
responsibilities.
At Monday’s meeting, Dan Duffy,
president of the Westfield Baseball
League (WBL), told the commission
that someone had taken down the
letters on the signs that identify
Westfield Baseball at Gumbert Fields
One, Two and Three.
“The letters were found near a storage shed at Gumbert Two,” Mr. Duffy
said. Last fall, a neighbor of the fields
asked the commission to take down
the signs during the winter, but the
commission decided to leave them
up. The commission asks that anyone
who has information about the incident share it with them.
Mr. Duffy and Joe Verga, president of the Westfield Girl’s Softball
League (WGSL), came before the
commission to ask for funds to maintain the fields. Mr. Kaufmann suggested that they get together and get
some estimates for the work that
needs to be done so they could purchase materials in bulk and save
some money.
Mr. Duffy then asked Mr. Verga to
attend the board meeting of the WBL
to discuss the work, and Mr. Verga
agreed. They both said the clay mix-

ture used last year was not good and
was powdery and should be replaced.
Mr. Echausse suggested to Mr. Verga
that they do one field first to see how
it works out, and if they like it, then
move forward with the other fields.
“We want to give Joe [Verga] an
answer. Let’s see if we can do it on a
joint basis,” Mr. Echausse said.
Recreation Department Program
Director Traci Kastner said she sent
flyers to all Westfield schools about
the department’s spring programs.
She stressed that the department is
looking for sponsors for its 5K Race
and Fun Run to take place on Sunday,
May 19, at Tamaques Park. “We had
over 100 participants last year,” she
said.
“Contributions are dwindling; it’s
a sign of the times,” Mr. Kaufmann
added.
Mr. Kaufmann said the Westfield
Department of Public Works would
be working on the fields at Houlihan,
Tamaques, Gumbert One, and Sycamore. He also said that at the end of
October, work would be done to the
field at Jefferson Elementary School.
“We’ll evaluate the contractors,
look for the lowest qualified bidder,”
Mr. Kaufmann said. He further said
the work to be done would include
regrading the ballfields, turf enhancement, and replacement of backstops.
The work would be a joint project
between the board of education, the
town, and that a portion of the funding would come from the Union
County Open Space, Recreation &
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, he
said.
Mr. Echausse said the commission
would be looking at the $10 user fees
to see which sport generated the most
revenue last year.
“I’d like to see the commission
think outside of the box. I’ve got
some thoughts on how to raise funds,”
Mr. Echausse said.
The next meeting of the commission will be Monday, February 4, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal building,
425 East Broad Street.

GW Council Members Trade
Barbs Over AFC Costs
The Athletic Field Complex has been in
discussion for more than a decade. ResiGARWOOD – The debate over the
dents packed council chambers in July to
Garwood Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
express their opposition, saying that the
was reignited Tuesday night, with borproject was too expensive.
ough council members sparring over the
The project, which will replace the
exact cost to taxpayers and Mayor Pat
Garwood Little League Park, includes a
Quattrocchi twice having to gavel the more
new turf field, an air-conditioned and
than hour-long work session to order.
heated field house with a full kitchen and
Council President Sara Todisco, who
a bocce court, among other things.
voted for the project, and first-year CounThe escalated debate ended when Mayor
cilwoman Ann Palmer traded barbs with
Quattrocchi intervened.
Councilman Jim Mathieu, the lone oppoIn other meeting news, newly elected
nent in August’s 5-1 vote to approve the
Councilman Bill Nierstedt suggested the
project. The borough broke ground last
council take a position on gun control in
month.
the aftermath of the Sandy Hook ElemenMs. Todisco began the exchange by
tary School shooting in Newtown, Concriticizing The Westfield Leader for a story
necticut, which claimed the lives of 20
in the January 3 edition that stated the
children and six adults, in addition to the
added debt from the $3.2-million project
gunman himself. Mayor Quattrocchi said
would cost about $1,800 per property
her family has been personally affected by
owner. She said the real cost
suicide with a firearm.
will be $25 each year or
Mr. Nierstedt said men$375 over the next 15 years
tal health could be part of
– the time needed to pay for
the discussion. He and Ms.
the project – on a home asPalmer will form a fact-findsessed at $100,000.
ing committee, which will
“This fabrication crosses
include someone from the
the line,” she said, reading
police department.
from a prepared statement.
Self-described gun en“It is truly bothersome
thusiast Mr. Mathieu said
knowing residents pay for
he wasn’t comfortable with
and rely on this local paper
the idea of forming a comto present the facts and help
mittee to limit Second
them find out what happens
Amendment rights.
at these council meetings.”
The council voted to join
Jim
Mathieu
The Westfield Leader is
other municipalities in supnot planning to print a reporting a resolution that the
traction. The paper calculated its figure by
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
dividing the $3.2 million among the 1,780
and the State Legislature investigate the
taxable property owners, according to
emergency preparedness of power compublisher Horace Corbin. (Ms. Todisco
panies and their dissemination of informasaid the true number of taxpayers is 1,501).
tion following Hurricane Sandy.
But Ms. Todisco complained that
Mayor Quattrocchi said she was fruspublication’s calculation does not account
trated with PSE&G for not knowing where
for $1 million in grants the borough will
the power outages were or how many,
receive from Union County and state in
sometimes saying that there were none in
addition to a $570,000 loan from the state
Garwood when almost a whole block was
with 2 percent interest.
in the dark.
Mr. Mathieu took issue with Ms.
“That was one of the biggest comTodisco, accusing her of misstating the
plaints municipalities had,” she said. “Not
cost of the project to the taxpayer.
the fact that it took them a long time to get
“We have done a horrible job in comeverybody back up, but it seems as though
municating with people how much this
the right hand didn’t know what the left
will cost,” he said.
hand was doing.”
Because of interest on the bonds to pay
On another matter, Mr. Nierstedt will
for the project, Mr. Mathieu argued the
begin drafting an ordinance for the pay-asactual cost would be closer to $65 per
you use bulk garbage program. It was
property owner each year for a total of
defeated last year by a 3-2 vote, mainly
$975. He chastised both Ms. Todisco and
because the contractor’s proposal was to
Ms. Palmer for criticizing the paper for
sell permits in increments of 25 on a firstmisstating the cost, when he said they
come, first-serve basis. Another 25 would
doing were the same.
have been needed in order to sell more.
By MEGAN K. SCOTT
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Beckerman Appointed to Vacant
SP Council Seat; Dems Control 4-1
Thompson and Phil Wiener being the after the November elections of Mr.
other two. Mr. Beckerman
Glover as mayor and ColSCOTCH PLAINS — Louis will serve until a special
leen Gialanella as council
Beckerman, who led the township election is held in Novemmember. Mr. Beckerman
Democratic Party since late 2009, ber to fill out the remainsaid he was “absolutely
was unanimously named to the town- der of Mr. Glover’s counthrilled” to join the governship council on Tuesday, filling the cil term, which runs
ing body, adding, “I think
vacancy created when Kevin Glover through 2014.
there’s a lot of good things
resigned his council seat to assume
After the council’s 4-0
we can do.”
the mayoralty on January 1.
vote to ratify Mr.
Mayor Glover anAt a special meeting dominated by Beckerman’s selection, he
nounced several other apannouncements of various appoint- was immediately sworn in
pointments, including
ments for the new year, Mr. by Township Clerk Bonnie Louis Beckerman Theresa Mullen, who ran
Beckerman was chosen from among Lacina and took his place
unsuccessfully for council
three names submitted by the local on the dais, completing the Demo- seats in 2008 and 2009, as township
Democrats to the council — John crats’ 4-1 council advantage assured prosecutor and Suzette Cavadas as
assistant prosecutor. The law firm of
Eric Morrell was named public defender, with David Littman as alternate public defender.
The two land use boards will have
some new faces this year and beyond.
Mr. Glover named himself, Councilman Beckerman and Robert LaCosta
to the planning board for one-year
terms and named John Thompson,
Michael Graziano and Theresa Flood
to three-year terms. Two long-time
members—Maria Sartor, a member
since 1990, and Joseph Doyle, a 16year veteran—were not reappointed
to the board.
Dan Sullivan and Anthony
Gialanella were appointed to the zoning board of adjustment for threeyear terms while Chris Thompson
and Ira Bodenstein will serve as alternate members. Art Coon, Robert Nora
ANTI BULLYING…Sgt. Ernie Hernandez from the Scotch Plains Police Departand Thomas Byrne were named to
ment recently visited St. Bartholomew Academy to make a presentation about
three-year terms on the construction
bullying. Sgt. Hernandez discussed all aspects of bullying prevention, including
board of appeals.
why people bully, what one can do when they are bullied, what bystanders should
The mayor also announced coundo, as well as cyberbullying. The presentation was concluded with a visit from
Father John Paladino, pastor of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic
cil liaison assignments for the year.
Church, who spoke about character and Christian values.
Mr. Glover assigned himself to,
among others, the planning board,
the library board of trustees, the
shared services coordinating committee and the Scotch Plains Management Corp. Deputy Mayor
Gialanella was assigned to the recreBy KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, ation commission and shared serSpecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
along with The Star-Ledger and The vices coordinating committee. CounSCOTCH PLAINS – Business Ad- Patch, were unanimously appointed cilman Michael Marcus was assigned
ministrator/Board
Secretary as the official publications for all to the environmental commission and
Deborah Saridaki called the Scotch district legal public notices.
the Frazee House Committee.
Plains-Fanwood Board of EducaIn addition, TD Bank of Scotch
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
tion (BOE) to order Tuesday evening Plains was unanimously designated
as the yearly reorganizational meet- as the official depository for the
ing took place for the district.
district’s Board of Education GenMrs.
Saridaki
discussed eral Operating Account in addition to
November’s school election, in which the BOE Payroll Account and the
16,820 voters participated, for the three BOE Cafeteria Fund. TD Bank also
By CATHERINE WATSON
uncontested BOE seats. The break- was designated as the official bank
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
down of votes for the three candidates for the BOE Petty Cash Fund along
was as follows: Betty Anne Woerner with the High School Athletic Fund
MOUNTAINSIDE – Board Secreearned 4,945 votes; Trip Whitehouse and the Student Activity Fee Fund. In tary Charles Milewski, acting as temearned 4,690 and Karen Kulikowski addition, TD Bank was designated as porary chairman prior to the election
received 4,339 votes. All board mem- the official bank for the Community of officers for 2013, opened the
bers will be fulfilling three-year terms. Education Fund and for the district’s Mountainside Board of Education’s
After the oath of office was admin- Flexible Spending Account (FSA).
annual reorganization meeting Tuesistered to all three newly re-elected
Before adjournment, members of day night. He swore in two board
members, Mr. Whitehouse was unani- the BOE reminded residents that to- members, Kate Motz and Jeane
mously elected as board president day, Thursday, January 10, was the Parker, both of whom recently won
and Nancy Bauer was unanimously new kick-off date for the district’s elections to the board for three-year
named as vice-president. Both held Big Read Project. It will take place at terms. Both Mrs. Motz and Mrs.
the same positions last year.
Parker had already served the board
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
by appointment since October 2011,
when they were picked to replace
resigning board members Mary Beth
Shaumberg and Carolyn Williams.
Mr. Milewski then called for nominations for school board president
and vice-president. James Ruban,
Jr. and Christopher Minks, who
served as president and vice president, respectively, in 2012, were
nominated and unanimously reelected to those positions. Mr. Ruban
took the president’s chair and conducted the remainder of the meeting.
After approving the adoption of
the most recent schedule of meetings, along with several general appointments, policies, rules and agreements, the board went on to determine which board members would
serve in various representative positions for 2013.
Board member Carmine Venes will
function as the board’s first County
Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
School Boards Association Delegate.
JOB WELL DONE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr thanks Bob Kruthers of the
Mrs. Parker, formerly the board’s
Fanwood Rescue Squad for his continued service to the community at the
New Jersey School Boards Associaborough council reorganization meeting on January 1, as other members of the
tion (NJSBA) Delegate, will this year
squad look on.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SP-F BOE Holds ReOrganizational Meeting

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION COUNTY FREEHOLDERS...Several members of the Union County Freeholders were sworn in at the reorganization meeting held January 6 at the county courthouse. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Christopher Hudak, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, Freeholder Vernell Wright, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Chairman Linda Carter, Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella and
Freeholder Bruce Bergen.

Gun Buyback, Low-Cost Energy
Programs On Tap at County
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Creation of a mayors
emergency management group for
future storms, a county gun buyback
program, job training and business
assistance and a community energy
aggregation program top the list of
initiatives announced by 2013 Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter at Union County’s 156th
reorganization meeting held on Sunday.
Freeholder Carter, a Plainfield resident elected to the board in 2010, is
the first African-American woman to
serve as freeholder chair. A teacher,
she said the mass murders at a
Newtown, Conn. school in December would be the “tipping point in the

MS BOE Swears in Motz,
Parker; Appoints Reps.

Snap this QR
code with your
Smartphone
to visit our
Web site

act as liaison to the Berkeley Heights
Board of Education (BH-BOE), a
role that belonged to board member
Dante Gioia last year. Mr. Gioia will
be the NJSBA Delegate for 2013.
Mr. Ruban will take over from Mrs.
Motz as Mountainside Public Library
liaison for the coming year. He mentioned that the library would be hiring a new director early in the year.
The board elected to keep membership in its various committees
largely as it was in 2012. Mrs. Parker
joined the Curriculum Committee,
however. A new committee, the Strategic Planning Committee, also was
formed. Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Motz and
Cathy Jakositz will compose the new
committee.
Mr. Gioia gave his final report as
BH-BOE liaison. He noted that the
BH-BOE elected a new president,
Helen Kirsch, on January 3. He distributed copies of the district curriculum, to which he wants all board
members to have easy access, going
forward. He said that no information
regarding tuition statistics for the previous year has yet come in from the
State of New Jersey, but he expects
that information to arrive soon.
Finally, Mr. Gioia commented that
the board had weathered a difficult
recent period, having replaced two
board members, hammered out contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association,
and appointed a new board secretary.
He said that disagreements over
nearly every aspect of business that
came before the board had always
been cordial and productive, and had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

discussion on guns, violence and
schools safety.” She said the freeholders should support legislation by
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) to “limit the capacity of certain gun magazines in New Jersey.”
She said Union County’s gun buy
back program, which she admitted,
“may not be a cure all,” would be
conducted by the county police. She
said a similar program in Camden
County resulted 1,300 weapons, including semi-automatic weapons,

being turned in.
Looking at job training, Freeholder
Carter said under the Union County
CHOICES Program, Union County
College would offer training in
healthcare/allied health and retail/
hospitality.
On her green energy initiative, she
said the Union County Improvement
Authority would “explore” the energy aggregation program whereby
county residents and businesses could
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

GW Council Members Trade
Barbs Over AFC Costs
By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The debate over
the Garwood Athletic Field Complex (AFC) was reignited Tuesday
night, with borough council members sparring over the exact cost to
taxpayers and Mayor Pat Quattrocchi twice having to gavel the more
than hour-long work session to order.
Council President Sara Todisco,
who voted for the project, and firstyear Councilwoman Ann Palmer
traded barbs with Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the lone opponent in

August’s 5-1 vote to approve the
project. The borough broke ground
last month.
Ms. Todisco began the exchange
by criticizing The Westfield Leader
for a story in the January 3 edition
that stated the added debt from the
$3.2-million project would cost
about $1,800 per property owner.
She said the real cost will be $25
each year or $375 over the next 15
years – the time needed to pay for
the project – on a home assessed at
$100,000.
“This fabrication crosses the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW CHAIRMAN...Freeholder Linda Carter is sworn as board chairman by
Plainfield Municipal Judge Joan Robinson Gross at the Union County reorganization meeting held January 6 at the county courthouse in Elizabeth, as her
mother, Adele Carter, looks on.
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Photo courtesy of Nancy Gannett Vickers

GOOD DAY MATE...Westfield native Hannah Vickers, left, with her husband
Mark Carson catch up on hometown news in The Westfield Leader while on
Leighton Beach in Perth, Australia. Hannah and Mark were married in a small
ceremony in the groom’s hometown of Perth in September. The pair plan to host
a belated celebration in the United States in the next year.

Photo courtesy of Terry McLane

UP, UP, UP AND AWAY...Terry McLane viewed the spectacular fall foliage over
Charlottesville, Va. in October during a hot air balloon ride with her children
Kara McLane Burke and Paul McLane while they enjoy The Westfield Leader.

Garwood Council

Union County Freeholders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

purchase low-cost energy. In addition, she said the county would create an Energy Savings Improvement Program Law or ESIP to help
local towns and school boards reduce energy consumption through
installation of energy efficient boilers, lights and HVAC equipment.
The new chairwoman also said
she has directed county department
directors to work with a local domestic violence shelter for battered
women by helping them re-enter
the workforce through training programs to be offered at Union County
College and Union County Vocational-Technical Schools.
Looking ahead to her chairmanship, Ms. Carter, a former Plainfield
councilwoman, said she would follow a philosophy where “every municipality is connected” to the
county.
During Sunday’s reorganization
meeting held in the Union County
Courthouse courtroom of Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy, Bruce
Bergen of Springfield took his seat
on the board, joining reelected Freeholders Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood and Mohamed Jalloh of
Roselle as each took their oaths of
office.
Mr. Bergen said he has been active in the Democratic Party since
1979, noting he has lived in Springfield since moving from Cranford
26 years ago. He served 17 years as
township attorney in Springfield.
Freeholder Bergen ran for Congress
in 1990 and was a candidate multiple times for the state Assembly.
Mr. Mirabella is beginning his 16th
year on the board while Mr. Jalloh
is beginning his fourth year.
During the board’s business meeting that followed the reorganization ceremony, the board approved
funding of up to a quarter of a
million dollars for outside attorneys to represent the county in labor and personnel matters. The bulk
of that funding, $125,000, will go
to the Springfield firm of Bauch,
Zucker, Hatfield. Kathryn Hatfield
handles the work for the firm including negotiations last year during layoffs and privatization of some
county operations. The firm received over $245,000 last year from
the county.
The board also approved resolutions for $140,000 for county departments, agencies and employees
to be enrolled in professional organizations and another $150,000 to
enter into an agreement with the
Washington, D.C.-based Winning
Strategies for “comprehensible federal government relations and lobbying services.”
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said federal lawmakers, some
of whom attended Sunday’s meeting, should be doing that work as
opposed to an outside lobbying firm.
During the reorganization ceremony, Reps. Frank Pallone (D6th) and Albio Sires (D-8th) were
both critical of Republicans in the
House of Representatives for de-

laying the approval of some $60
billion in aid for victims of Hurricane Sandy. Rep. Pallone said the
“Tea Party element really doesn’t
believe in government.” He said
government needs to invest in research and development or else “we
are gong to get behind” other countries.
Rep. Sires added that New Jersey
is a “doughnut” that sends more tax
money to Washington that it gets
back. He said some Republicans
have a philosophy of “cut, cut, cut”
in federal dollars. “Government has
a role in helping people,” Rep. Sires
argued.
Also attending the meeting were
state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester); Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R21, Summit); Senator Ray Lesniak
(D-20, Elizabeth), Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union) and
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
(D-20, Elizabeth); Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden), Assemblyman Gerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains). Rep. Leonard Lance (R7th) unable to attend.
Among those sitting in the audience were most of the Plainfield
City Council, Fanwood Councilmen Kevin Boris and Jack Molenaar
and Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and Westfield Councilman
Keith Loughlin.

goleader.com

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Councilman William Vastine was
assigned to the historic review commission, the board of education and
the Raritan Valley Rail Commission. Mr. Beckerman was assigned
to the Senior Housing Corp., the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood shared services subcommittee and the technology commission.
At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Glover told a questioning resident
that “all matters” related to reincorporating the sewer utility fee back
into the municipal budget will be
considered as the council starts its
2013 budget meetings. The mayor
last week said he favored such a
move, four years after the sewer fee
was separated, with users being
billed for their actual water usage
starting in late 2009.
He also reiterated his support for
pursuing shared services and a possible consolidation with Fanwood,
calling it a “top priority.” And, he
said, the council will consider naming a resident to act as an informal
liaison with the Union County Freeholder Board, specifically to attend
the board’s weekly meetings in
Elizabeth and report back to the
council on any matters of interest to
Scotch Plains.

Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?
SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values Foerst & Associates and has been
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop- assisting families with real estate and
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
right for you?
As the real estate market depreci- brings with him his experience with
local government, a
ated over the last few
knowledge of the muyears, chances are that
nicipal budget process
your property taxes did
and a record of success
not likewise decrease.
in reducing property
As a taxpayer, you have
taxes for his clients.
the right to appeal your
SAVE MONEY!
property tax assessment
Make the sale of your
and reduce your taxes.
home more attractive.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should unReduce the long-term
expenses associated
derstand that he/she
with your home . . . All
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
with lowered taxes.
Tax appeals must be
“unreasonable.” With a
filed by April 1. For
successful tax appeal,
more information
your lowered tax asabout tax appeals, visit
sessment will be frozen
James M. Foerst
www.spectorfoerst.com
for three years, which
or get started with a
can amount to a confree consultation and review by callsiderable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appeal- ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258ing your taxes is to present your claim 9200.
through an expert tax and legal advisor with local knowledge. James M.
Paid Bulletin Board
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector
goleader.com/express

Photo courtesy of Janice Baker

HOME GROWN...Bill and Sharee Carow, along with a few friends, travelled to
Rome and the Florence area for the Carow’s 30th wedding anniversary. The
group, wearing matching “Home Grown Chili Pepper” bike jerseys, is seen here
enjoying The Westfield Leader after a bike ride in the Chianti area near Florence.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Sharee Carow, Mark Carow, Jeff Pesin, Amy
Carow and Janice Baker. Not shown is photographer Bill Carow.

Recreation Panel Names
New Leadership for 2013
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s recreation commission started off the new
year Monday night by appointing
former councilman and 10-year commission member, Peter Echausse, as
its chairman for 2013, and Tom
Rippenger as vice-chairman.
Mr. Echausse introduced new
members, Jennifer Czarnecki, a 12year resident of Westfield who is active in her children’s sports activities,
and Mark Friedman, a 22-year
Westfield resident who has been active in his children’s sports activities.
He is a member of the board of education (BOE) and will serve as BOE
liaison to the commission.
Recreation Department Director
Bruce Kaufmann said the previous
chairman, Jim Marvin, stepped down
from the commission because of work
responsibilities.
At Monday’s meeting, Dan Duffy,
president of the Westfield Baseball
League (WBL), told the commission
that someone had taken down the
letters on the signs that identify
Westfield Baseball at Gumbert Fields
One, Two and Three.
“The letters were found near a storage shed at Gumbert Two,” Mr. Duffy
said. Last fall, a neighbor of the fields
asked the commission to take down
the signs during the winter, but the
commission decided to leave them
up. The commission asks that anyone
who has information about the incident share it with commissioners.

MS BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

worked to strengthen the board’s
working relationships rather than to
derail them.
Mr. Minks agreed with Mr. Gioia,
saying, “We are a healthy, working
board…[not] lock-step likeminded, but like-intentioned.” Mr.
Ruban also seconded the sentiment,
thanking all the members for their
continued focus and dedication,
before he adjourned the public session and moved into a closed executive session.

SP BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the high school,with the
Moonglowers starting the night with
a performance at 6:30 p.m. After the
Moonglowers performance, a concert will be performed by the
Tropyband Orquestra. This concert
was originally scheduled for November 1, 2012, but was canceled due to
Superstorm Sandy.
The Big Read Project is a districtand community-wide global reading
project held in conjunction with the
Scotch Plains Public Library, Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library,
Literacy Volunteers of Union County
and New Jersey City University. The
project is community-based and is
being led by the Scotch Plains Library, which applied for, and received,
a National Endowment for the Arts
grant to conduct the project.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students will read the book
“Time of the Butterflies” and other
works by Julia Alvarez and participate in year-long book discussions,
school and community activities, lectures, concerts and contests.
The next BOE meeting will be held
on Thursday, January 17, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Administration Building at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Duffy and Joe Verga, president
of the Westfield Girls’Softball League
(WGSL), came before the commission to ask for funds to maintain the
fields. Mr. Kaufmann suggested that
the WGSL get some estimates for the
work that needs to be done so they
could purchase materials in bulk and
save some money.
Mr. Duffy then asked Mr. Verga to
attend the board meeting of the WBL
to discuss the work, and Mr. Verga
agreed. They both said the clay mixture used last year was not good and
was powdery and should be replaced.
Mr. Echausse suggested to Mr. Verga
that they do one field first to see how
it works out, and if they like it, then
move forward with the other field.
“We want to give Joe [Verga] an
answer. Let’s see if we can do it on a
joint basis,” Mr. Echausse said.
Recreation Department Program
Director Traci Kastner said she sent
flyers to all Westfield schools about
the department’s spring programs.
She stressed that the department is
looking for sponsors for its 5K Race
and Fun Run to take place on Sunday,
May 19, at Tamaques Park. “We had
over 100 participants last year,” she
said.
“Contributions are dwindling; it’s
a sign of the times,” Mr. Kaufmann
added.
Mr. Kaufmann said that the
Westfield Department of Public
Works would be working on the fields
at Houlihan, Tamaques, Gumbert
One and Sycamore. He also said
that at the end of October, work
would be done to the field at
Jefferson Elementary School.
“We’ll evaluate the contractors,
look for the lowest qualified bidder,” Mr. Kaufmann said. He further said the work to be done would
include regrading the ballfields, turf
enhancement and replacement of
backstops. The work would be a
joint project between the board of
education, the town, and that a portion of the funding would come
from the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, he said.
Mr. Echausse said the commission would look at the $10 user fees
to see which sport generated the
most revenue last year.
“I’d like to see the commission
think outside of the box. I’ve got
some thoughts on how to raise
funds,” Mr. Echausse said.
The next meeting of the commission will be Monday, February 4, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

line,” she said, reading from a pre- elected Bill Nierstedt suggested the
pared statement. “It is truly bother- council take a position on gun consome knowing residents pay for and trol in the aftermath of the Sandy
rely on this local paper to present Hook Elementary School shooting
the facts and help them find out in Connecticut, which claimed the
what happens at these council meet- lives of 20 children and six adults,
ings.”
in addition to the gunman himself.
The Westfield Leader is not plan- Mayor Quattrocchi said her family
ning to print a retraction. The paper has been personally affected by
calculated its figure by dividing the suicide with a firearm.
$3.2 million among the 1,780 taxMr. Nierstedt said mental health
able property owners, according to could be part of the discussion. He
publisher Horace Corbin. (Ms. and Ms. Palmer will form a factTodisco said the true number of finding committee, which will intaxpayers is 1,501.)
clude someone from the police deBut Ms. Todisco complained that partment.
publication’s calculation does not
Self-described gun enthusiast Mr.
account for $1 milMathieu said he
lion in grants the
wasn’t comfortable
borough will rewith the idea of formceive from Union
ing a committee to
County and state
limit Second Amendin addition to a
ment rights.
$570,000 loan
The council voted
from the state with
to join other munici2 percent interest.
palities in supporting
Mr. Mathieu
a resolution that the
took issue with
New Jersey Board of
Ms. Todisco, acPublic
Utilities
cusing her of mis(BPU) and the State
stating the cost of
Legislature investithe project to the
gate the emergency
taxpayer.
preparedness
of
“We have done
power companies
a horrible job in
and their disseminaJim Mathieu
communicating
tion of information
with people how
following Hurricane
much this will cost,” he said.
Sandy.
Because of interest on the bonds
Mayor Quattrocchi said she was
to pay for the project, Mr. Mathieu frustrated with PSE&G for not
argued the actual cost would be knowing where the power outages
closer to $65 per property owner were or how many, sometimes sayeach year for a total of $975. He ing that there were none in Garwood
chastised both Ms. Todisco and Ms. when almost a whole block was in
Palmer for criticizing the paper for the dark.
misstating the cost, when he said
“That was one of the biggest comthey doing were the same.
plaints municipalities had,” she said.
The Athletic Field Complex has “Not the fact that it took them a
been in discussion for more than a long time to get everybody back up,
decade. Residents packed council but it seems as though the right
chambers in July to express their hand didn’t know what the left hand
opposition, saying that the project was doing.”
was too expensive.
On another matter, Mr. Nierstedt
The project, which will replace will begin drafting an ordinance for
the Garwood Little League Park, the pay-as-you use bulk garbage
includes a new turf field, an air- program. It was defeated last year
conditioned and heated field house by a 3-2 vote, mainly because the
with a full kitchen and a bocce contractor’s proposal was to sell
court, among other things.
permits in increments of 25 on a
The escalated debate ended when first-come, first-serve basis. AnMayor Quattrocchi intervened.
other 25 would have been needed in
In other meeting news, newly order to sell more.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE...Members of the Union County Freeholders recite
the Pledge of Allegiance at the reorganization meeting held January 6 at the
county courthouse in Elizabeth. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union County
Sheriff’s Officer Luis Alfaro, Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, Freeholder
Mohamed Jalloh, and Freeholder Bruce Bergen.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz

SWEARING IN...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in the 2013 members of the Fanwood Rescue Squad at the borough
council reorganization meeting on January 1.
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Three Plea Guilty In 2010
Beating Death in Summit

BEGINNING NEW TERM…Rep. Rush Holt (D-12), left, poses for a picture with
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calf.), right, during his swearing-in
ceremony to an eighth term in Congress as his wife, Margaret Lancefield, looks
on. The ceremony was held at the Library of Congress and was attended by 250
New Jerseyans. Rep. Holt’s 12th Congressional District now includes most of
Scotch Plains and all of Fanwood.

Holt Begins Term, Sponsors
Gun Registration Bill
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12) last week took the oath
of office as a member of the 113th Congress of the United States of America.
On the first day of the new Congress, Rep. Holt introduced a package of bills to create new jobs by
expanding federal support for research and development: the Creating Jobs from Innovative Small Businesses Act, the Permanent R&D Tax
Credit Act, and the Create Jobs by
Expanding the R&D Tax Credit Act.
“By investing in research and development, the federal government
can create new jobs today and support
the innovations that will power our
economy for decades to come,” said
Rep. Holt, who was a research physicist before his election to Congress in
1998. “Job creation remains America’s
most urgent priority. Nearly one in 10
New Jerseyans who wants a job still
cannot find one, resulting in deep financial pain for too many families and
an ongoing squandering of our state’s
human capital.”
Rep. Holt also introduced the Handgun Licensing and Registration Act to
respond to gun violence in the wake of
last month’s school shooting in
Newtown, Conn. “Every day that Congress fails to act to rein in gun violence, 80 more people die by gunfire –
whether from homicide, suicide, or
accident,” Rep. Holt said. “The tragedy at Sandy Hook showed in horrific
terms that we have waited far too long
to address gun safety. At the very least,
we should insist that potentially deadly
weapons are licensed and registered
in every state in America, as they
already are in New Jersey.”
Further details of the bills that Rep.
Holt introduced at the start of the new
Congress are as follows: The Creating Jobs from Innovative Small Businesses Act: To encourage small business investment, this bill would establish a temporary 20 percent tax
credit for investments in research-

intensive small businesses. The credit
would be targeted as only start-up
small businesses who invest 50 percent of their budget in research would
be eligible.
The Permanent R&D Tax Credit
Act: This bill would make permanent
the research and development (R&D)
tax credit, which allows businesses to
invest in innovation and, in the process, expand and hire new workers.
The Create Jobs by Expanding the
R&D Tax Credit Act: This bill would
temporarily boost the most common
form of the federal R&D tax credit,
which would create 162,000 jobs in
the short-term and increase the Gross
Domestic Product by $90 billion,
according to the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation.
In addition, the bill would make the
R&D credit more useful for start-up
businesses by allowing them to sell
their unused tax credit.
The Handgun Licensing and Registration Act: This bill would require that
each state provide for the mandatory
licensing and registration of every handgun sold in the future. Rep. Holt also
introduced the Five-Year Property Tax
ReliefAct, the STEMTeacher Tax Credit
Act, theWorkforce InvestmentsThrough
Local Libraries (WILL) Act, the Water
Advanced Technologies for Efficient
Resource (WATER) Use Act, the Medical Checklist Act, the School Building
EnhancementAct, the Online Job Training Act and the Measuring and Evaluating Trends for Reliability, Integrity, and
Continued Success (METRICS) Act.

Bramnick Helps Raise
TRENTON – Assembly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) appeared on December 30
at the Stone Pony night club in Asbury
Park to raise funds for those who
have been affected by Hurricane
Sandy. The show, “United to Restore
the Jersey Shore,” was a bipartisan
relief concert sponsored by Republi-

SUMMIT – Three individuals
charged with the death of a Summit man
in 2010 pleaded guilty on January 2 to
aggravated manslaughter in the case.
Nigel Dumas, 21, of Morristown,
Khayri Williams-Clark, 21, of Summit and Hakean Fitzgerald, 19, of
Summit, who had previously been
charged as a minor but was waived to
adult court on January 13, 2011, pled
guilty before state Superior Court
Judge Stuart Peim, said Assistant
Prosecutor Scott Peterson, who prosecuted the case.
Under the terms of the pleas, Fitzgerald
faces 18 years in prison and both Dumas
and Williams-Clark face a maximum of
15 years in prison. Sentencing is scheduled for Friday, March 8.
On July 17, 2010, Abelino
Mazariego, 47, was found unconscious in the Prominade Park off
Springfield Avenue in downtown
Summit around 9:25 p.m. He was
taken to Overlook Medical Center in
serious condition and remained unconscious until his death on Tuesday
July 20, 2010, authorities said.
Just before the attack, Mr.
Mazariego had finished work at a
local restaurant and was seated on a
bench in the park. At some point the
suspects entered the park and several
of them began to speak with
Mazariego and, according to authori-

ties, several of the defendants in the
case hatched a plan to steal cash and
property from the victim.
Williams-Clark stood behind the victim and held a white tee shirt over the
victim’s head while Fitzgerald, who
was 17-years-old at the time, punched
Mazariego, authorities said. Dumas
then punched the victim a second time.
The attack was recorded on a cell
phone by one of the individuals in the
area. The force of the blows knocked
Mazariego unconscious and the teenagers then fled the scene. Good Samaritans discovered the victim and
contacted police. After Mazariego
was taken to Overlook, doctors informed officers that the victim was in
a grave state but said there was no
indication that a crime had taken
place. Several days later, a family
friend of the victim reported that she
had seen a video of the attack. The
family was told of the video and they
contacted police on July 20, 2010 a
few hours before Mr. Mazariego died.
Upon learning that a video of the
attack existed, an investigation was
immediately launched by the Summit Police Department. Investigators
were able to quickly identify the teenager who recorded the attack and
after watching the video were able to
identify suspects. Arrests were made
shortly after Mr. Mazariego died.

Rep. Peters, ’76 WHS Grad,
Begins Term in Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Scott Pe- in, Rep. Peters and his family particiters, a 1976 graduate of Westfield pated in a bi-partisan prayer service
High School, was sworn in as a mem- at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Washington. D.C. Addiber of Congress on
January 3. The son of
tionally, he hosted an
open house in his
Ruth Ann and the Rev.
Capitol Hill office, loHarvey Peters, he is the
oldest of their four chilcated at 2410
Rayburn
HOB,
dren. Scott’s three
Washington, D.C.
younger sisters also attended Westfield High
Rep.
Peters’
School.
Facebook page and
“I’m honored and eaTwitter account can
ger [to serve in Conbe accessed
at
gress]. Personally, it will
scottpeters.com.
be the culmination of an
Rep. Peters, a
exciting year for my
Democrat,
was
family and me,” Rep. Peelected to represent
ters said. “But mostly, I
California’s 52nd
Rep. Scott Peters
am enthusiastic about
Congressional District in November
getting to work for San
Diego.” His wife and their two chil- 2012. In one of the most hotly condren joined Rep. Peters at the cer- tested Congressional races in the
country, he defeated 12-year Repubemony.
On the morning of the swearing- lican incumbent Brian Bilbray.
Rep. Peters, who previously served
Funds to Restore Shore
on the San Diego City Council, earned
cans and Democrats in Monmouth his undergraduate degree from Duke
County. Funds raised from the event will University and worked as an econogo to the New Jersey Hurricane Relief mist for the United States EnvironFund. In addition to Mr. Bramnick, mental Protection Agency (EPA) bemusic was provided by Tommy Gunz, fore attending New York University
Back Up Jackson, Pat Guadagno, Steve School of Law.
Trevelise, Joe Orlando, The Cryers, the
He lives in La Jolla, Calif., with
Pat Roddy Band and Vinny Pastore’s his wife, Lynn, and their two chilCrazy Horse All Star Review.
dren.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
AUTO ACCIDENTS
For More Than 30
Years Jon Bramnick
Has Been Representing
People Involved In
Accidents
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

BEGINNING NEW TERM…House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) administers the oath of office to Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) as his wife, Heidi Rohrbach,
looks on.

Westfield Appointments Told
WESTFIELD – Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky and the Town
Council made the following appointments on the governing body’s January 2 reorganization:
Acting Mayor, JoAnn Neylan; Alternate Acting Mayor, James Foerst;
Council Appointments: Planning
Board Liaison, James Foerst; Board
of Adjustment, Anthony Cerami;
Robert Whitehead, alternate; Joe
Loftus, alternate.
Special Improvement District
Board: Lisa Bertone, merchant; Alan
DeRose, property owner; Council
designee, Sam Della Fera; Mayor
designee, Shawn Hanna; Ex-Officio,
Town Administrator James Gildea.
Town Official appointments: Town
Attorney, Russell M. Finestein; Municipal Prosecutor, Anthony Prieto;
Public Defender, Gavin Handwerker;
Auditor, Suplee, Clooney & Company; Labor Attorney, Frederick T.
Danser; Special Affordable Housing
Counsel, Jonathan Drill; Special
Counsel, Robert Cockren; C-4 Sewer
Operator, Hatch Mott McDonald.
Official Newspapers, The Westfield
Leader and The Star-Ledger.
Board of Health: Dr. Lawrence
Budnick;
Dr.
Vasilios
Diamantopoulos; Gavin Handwerker,
alternate, and Council liaison, Sam
Della Fera; Recreation Commission:
Peter Echausse, chairman; Jeff
O’Connor, Loren Weinstein, Kevin
Neylan, Brett Glenn (alternate), Jennifer Czarneki (alternate), and Council liaison, Frank Arena.
Historic Preservation Commission:
Kevin Neylan, Michael Fisher (alternate), Marla Collins (alternate), and
Council liaison, Vicki Kimmins.
Board of Architectural Review:
Rodger Studwell; Tree Preservation
Commission, Brian Daly and Council liaison, David Haas.
Memorial Library Board: Pam
Wiaczek, Ken Donnelly and Council
liaison, Vicki Kimmins; Communications Advisory Board: Joe
McHugh; Westfield Housing Commission: David Oliviera, Joseph Farella,
Catherine Clifford, and Ronald Bansky.
Planning Board: Tom Walsh,
Darielle Walsh, Dan Clifford (alternate), and mayor’s designee, Robert
Centrella, and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon; Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee: David
Oliviera, Town Engineer Kris
McAloon; Insurance Advisory Board:
Mike Csorba and Michael Cash; Solid

Waste Advisory Board: Vincent
Spera; Union County Transportation
Advisory Board: John Morgan (delegate) and George Lanzano (alternate); Air Traffic Advisory Board:
Jerome Feder and Rosemary Millet.
Council Liaisons: Chamber of Commerce, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan;
Union County League of Municipalities, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky; Board
of Education,Councilman Sam Della
Fera; 2nd Senior Citizens Housing Corporation, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky;
Municipal Alliance/PANDA, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan.
Council Committees: Finance
Policy Committee: Sam Della Fera,
chairman; Mark LoGrippo, vice-chairman; JoAnn Neylan, David Haas; Public Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee: JoAnn Neylan, chairman;
Keith Loughlin, vice-chairman; Jim
Foerst and Mark LoGrippo; Code
Review and Town Property Committee: Jim Foerst, chairman; and Vicki
Kimmins, vice-chairman; Frank
Arena, Sam Della Fera; Public Works
Committee: Frank Arena, chairman;
David Haas, vice-chairman; Vicki
Kimmins and Keith Loughlin.

Kean Comments on
Min. Wage Proposal
TRENTON – Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
responded Monday to Senate President
Stephen Sweeney’s (D-3, Gloucester)
press release on the state’s minimum
wage: “It is ironic that the Senate President [has] criticized a delay to increase
New Jersey’s minimum wage to $8.50
per hour, when Senate Democrats last
month tabled a compromise...to responsibly increase the minimum wage to
$8.50 per hour. If Senator Sweeney’s
argument is ‘other states are doing it,’
then shouldn’t he and his party apply it
to other New Jersey issues? For example, since other states allow voters to
decide on same sex marriage, shouldn’t
New Jersey? Is the Senate President
saying that we should pump our own
gas because it is permitted by 48 other
states? The Senate President and I are
frustrated over the minimum wage. I am
disappointed that the majority party has
delayed a responsible plan to increase
the minimum wage via statute starting
January 1 without unpredictable automatic increases that make it harder for
people to obtain and retain jobs. Indeed
it is frustrating whenever common-sense
is ignored,” Sen. Kean said.
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2013 Cranford Appointments
CRANFORD – The Cranford Township Committee made the following appointments at its reorganization meeting
on January 1.
Committeeman Thomas H. Hannen Jr.,
chairman, township committee; Committeeman Edward O’Malley, deputy mayor;
Township Commissioners: Commissioner
of Finance, Andis Kalnins; Commissioner
of Public Safety, Kevin Campbell; Commissioner Public Works/Engineering,
Edward O’Malley; Commissioner of Public Affairs, Lisa M. Adubato.
Planning Board: Kathleen Murray (Environmental Commission), Daniel J.
Aschenbach, and Robert Pipchick (alternate); Library Board: Leo McMahon,
Andrea Van Bergen (associate member),
and Committeewoman Lisa Adubato as
township committee liaison; Environmental Commission: Nelson Dittmar, Kathleen
Murray as planning board representative,
Lynda Feder, Ronald Margulis (alternate);
Daniel J. Aschenbach, Rebecca Hoeffler,
John Hrebin, William King, Frank
Klapinski, Kathy Lewis, Ana Pinto, Mary
Reilly and Mary Sudiak (associate members), Nelson Dittmar (chairman), and
Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley, township committee liaison.
Historic Preservation Advisory Board:
William King, Kinney Clark, Teresa
Montani, Ronald Meeks, Alice Bellante,
Victor Bary, Myron Borden, Lori Hoffner,
Michael Mason, and Maureen McDougall
(associate members) and Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley as commissioner/liaison; Tree Advisory Board: Barbara
Krause, Michael Venditti, Frank
D’Antonio,
chairman,
James
Nichnadowicz (Union County advisor),
Judy Bell, Edward Helmstetter, James
Murphy, Miriam Moody, and Julie
Murphy (associate members) and Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley as liaison; Holiday Decorations Committee for 2013:
Barbara Bilger, Camille Busichio, Denise
Byrnes, Maureen Gilligan, Paul LaCorte,
Eva McGlynn, Debbie Mittleman,
Carolyn Mulewski, Maria Mullen, Mary
O’Connor, Kathleen Miller Prunty,
Chiara Siliato, Joanne Zanko, and Commissioner Lisa Adubato as commissioner/
liaison.
Township officials: Daniel McCarthy,
township attorney; Joseph Hartnett, interim township administrator; John
DeMassi of Schiller and Pittenger, public
defender, and Norman Albert of Albert
DiRado and Kojac, municipal prosecutor; Professional Services: Willis of New
Jersey, Inc., risk management consultant
(property and casualty); Steven Rogut of
Rogut McCarthy LLC, bond counsel;
Suplee Clooney and Company, auditors;
law firm of Palumbo and Renaud and law
firm of Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt and
Fader, and law firm of McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney and Carpenter, LLP, tax appeal legal services, and Town of Westfield
Regional Health Department, public
health services.
Committee Liaisons: Commissioner
Campbell, commissioner liaison for senior citizen issues; Commissioner Kalnins
commissioner liaison to the Chamber of
Commerce; Affordable Housing Task

GOP Invites Congress
To See Shore Damage
TRENTON – After the U.S. House of
Representatives did not take action on appropriating aid to states, including New
Jersey, impacted by Hurricane Sandy on
New Year’s Day, Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
Conference Leader Dave Rible (R-30, Wall
Twp.) and Republican Whip Scott Rumana
(R-40, Wayne) sent a letter to congressional leaders in Washington D.C. inviting
them to visit New Jersey and the communities that were impacted by the storm.
Their letter was sent to House Speaker
John Boehner (R-Ohio) and Majority
Leader Eric Cantor (R-Virginia). “We
are disappointed that the House of Representatives failed to take action on appropriating funds for recovery efforts,” they
said. “There is a big difference between
seeing pictures or videos of the storm’s
destruction and visiting the homes and
businesses that are in desperate need of
help from our federal government,” they
added.

Force: Bobbi Anderson, Luis Bringuier,
Ann Darby, Donald Ehrenbeck, Lynda
Feder, Lou Koehler, William Montani,
Philip J. Morin, 3rd, Elizabeth Sweeney
and Lisa Adubato as commissioner/liaison; Airplane Noise Pollution Committee: Wayne Greenstone, William Ilaria,
Jeff Pistol, Michael Rockliff and Commissioner/Liaison Kevin Campbell;
Union County Air Traffic Noise Advisory Committee, Barbara Krause and William Ilaria.
Cable TV Advisory Committee: Edward Davenport, Gerald Dobbins, Christine Hoffman, George McDonough, Anne
Occi, Robert Pipchick, Stephen
Robertazzi, John Salerno, Donald C.
Smith, Ann Steinbach, Donna Vaupel,
Bernhard Wagenblast, and Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
Citizen Finance Strategy Team: Richard Feder, Edwin Force, William
Garbarini, Patrick Giblin, Kelly Howard,
Luccio Ricci, Gary Surmay and Andis
Kalnins as commissioner/liaison; Clean
Communities Committee: Marc Brown,
Myron Borden, Nelson Dittmar Jr.,
Patrick Giblin, Martin Schwartz, and
Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley.
Downtown District Management Corporation, Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
as commissioner/liaison, Kurt Petschow
as resident member, Paul LaCorte as an
owner member, Stefanie Lalor as a proprietor member, David Carracino as proprietor member, and Martha Garcia as
chairperson, and Flag Committee, Frank
D’Antonio and Paul LaCorte.
Flood Control Advisory Committee:
Commissioner/Liaison Kevin Campbell,
Township Engineer Richard A. Marsden;
engineering consultant Gregory Sgroi,
Daniel J. Aschenbach, Cynthia Ballis, Jo
Ann Boyle, Richard Buontempo, Robert
Colonna, John DeCotiis, Cindy Gallagher,
Walter Gallagher, Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., Ellen Hunt, Louis Lambe,
Ronald Margulis, James Masterson,
Nicholas Melchiorre, Emil Metz, Elaine
Meyer, Joseph Musillo, Michael Pender,
Judy Pender, Robert I. Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Christian Siano, Jeremy
Tomlinson, Ed Trush, Joan Varanelli, Ben
Wiseman, and Saul Zucker.
Fourth of July Committee: Thomas Berry,
Jr., Ralph Circelli, Peter Coates, Mark Mayer,
and Commissioner/Liaison Lisa Adubato;
Memorial Day Committee: Barbara Bilger,
Carol Brinkerhoff, Frank D’Antonio, Gerald
Dobbins, Mark Dingelstedt, Beth Marotta,
Heinz Ricken, John Simonini, Stephen
Robertazzi, chairman, and Commissioner/
Liaison Lisa Adubato.
Planning Board: Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., Committeeman Edward
O’Malley; Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, Kevin Campbell, commissioner/liaison.
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition: William
Wright, liaison, and Hugh Welsh as alternate liaison; River Maintenance Committee: Daniel Aschenbach, Carol Berns,
chairperson, Robert Berns, Leo Blanes,
Marlene Bostel, Patricia Brink, David
Donohue, Caroline Duffy, Lynda Feder,
Rob Gmelin, Kevin Illing, Bette Jane
Kowalski, Edward Leicht, Ronald
Margulis, James Matten, Kevin Papa,
Maria Paradiso, Lori Puhak, Robert Puhak,
Brian Rodgers, Richard J. Salls, Christine
Sbaratta, Tony Sbaratta, Deborah Schnapf,
Wally K. Shackell, Jr., Robert Scheurer,
Martha Sturm, Donald Sweeney, and Commissioner Kevin Campbell.
Union County Community Development Revenue Sharing Block Grant Committee: Recreation and Parks Director
Stephen Robertazzi and Township Engineer Richard Marsden, delegates, and
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. (alternate), and Commissioner Andis Kalnins
(alternate).
Union County District Solid Waste
Advisory Council: Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley, Commissioner Andis
Kalnins as alternate, Township Engineer Richard Marsden, and Sanitarian
Monika Koscova; Union County League
of Municipalities: Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen Jr. and Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley ( alternate); Union County
Transportation Advisory Board: Hugh
Welsh and Ronald Zuber (alternate);
Zoning Board of Adjustment: Ronald
Marotta, Kelly Howard, and Edward
Ruane (alternate).
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Scotch Plains Appointments
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Mayor and Township Committee made the following appointments at its January 1 reorganization meeting.
Official Newspapers: Scotch PlainsFanwood Times; The Courier News;
and The Star Ledger. Official appointments for positions such as township
attorney, public defender and municipal prosecutor were not made as interviews are still be conducted.
Township Depositories. PNC Bank,
Summit Bank, Wells Fargo, United
National Bank, Sovereign Bank, Unity
Bank, Valley National Bank, TD Bank,
Ocean First and Investors Bank.
Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund: Tax Collector/Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski; Municipal Manager Henry Underhill;
and Parks and Recreation Director
Ray Poerio.
GRAND OPENING…Urban Outfitters, located at 154 East Broad Street in
Westfield, recently celebrated their grand opening with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lori Arena, Downtown Westfield Corp.
(DWC) executive director Sherry Cronin, Westfield Planning Board member
Robert Centrella, Town Councilmen Mark LoGrippo and Sam Della Fera,
Westfield Board of Adjustment member Andrew Wasserman, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Urban Outfitters Manager Rachel Hendrix, Councilman Frank Arena,
Urban Outfitters Women’s Manager Victoria Steccato, Urban Outfitters District
Manager Jeff Bergeland, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce representative Chris Devine, Sarah Wasserman, Chris Arena and Carli Arena.

Wisconsin Group Comes to
Aid of Union Sheriff’s Officers
COUNTY – There may not be
many out-of-state utility crews on
local roads these days but support
for those still suffering in the wake
of Super Storm Sandy continues to
arrive from other parts of the country.
Recently, a Wisconsin law enforcement organization sent a sizable donation to help four Union
County Sheriff’s Officers whose
homes were severely damaged by
the devastating storm. Through the
Badger State Sheriffs’Association’s
“Sheriffs Adopting Sheriffs” program, each officer received a check
for more than $9,000 for home repairs and other needs related to
Sandy.
“Rarely have I seen such a response
to the individual needs of officers,”
said Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, who presented the officers with the checks. “And these four
people and their families truly can
use the help.”
Lt. Dave Pierro, his wife and two
sons are temporarily living with family after more than three feet of water
poured into their Manasquan home
causing extensive damage.
Officer Heriberto Valdes, his wife
and their 5-year-old son had yet to
move into the house they just bought
in Toms River when four feet of
water filled their new home destroying all appliances and furniture.
Waves pounded Officer Gaetano
Bracciale’s Bayville home hard
enough to cause structural damage.
The house he moved into in July may
be condemned and destroyed.
Sheriff’s Officer Erin Passarelli,
her husband and their five children
used to live in Union Beach. Their
home was lifted off its foundation by
a 13-foot wall of water. They lost
everything.
“Thanks to this amazingly kind
and generous gift from the Wisconsin Sheriffs and their staff it will be
just a bit easier for these officers to
start to rebuild,” Sheriff Froehlich
said. “It is a much needed boost for
them and their families.”

The Law Office of
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The Badger State Sheriffs’ Association “adopted” the Union County
Sheriff ’s officers when the
organization’s executive director,
Dean Meyers, offered help to Sheriffs in New Jersey after Super Storm
Sandy hit. Sheriff Froehlich responded with the stories of his four
officers forced out of their homes by
the floodwaters.
The Sheriffs and their individual
employees from Wisconsin’s 72
counties raised more than $36,000 in
donations through their “Sheriffs
Adopting Sheriffs” program in less
than two months.
“There really are no words for how
greatly we appreciate this help for
our officers,” Sheriff Froehlich added.
“We are thankful for people like the
Sheriffs of Wisconsin and those who
work with them.”

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

General appointments: Municipal Manager Henry Underhill, municipal housing liaison and Construction Official/Zoning Officer
Robert LaCosta, alternate liaison;
Joseph Duff, Union County Community Development representative, and Evan Murray (alternate),
and Henry Underhill (mayor’s representative); Municipal Manager
Henry Underhill, Affirmative Action officer and Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski (alternate).
Municipal Manager Henry
Underhill, Americans with Disabilities Act coordinator, with Public Property Director Kevin Ward and Parks
and Recreation Director Ray Poerio
as alternates; Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis, Right to Know coordinator,with
Public Property Director Kevin Ward
and Parks and Recreation Director
Ray Poerio as alternates.

Deer Hunt Underway
At Ash Brook Reservation
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Department of Parks and Community Renewal has released details of
an Ash Brook Reservation Deer Management Program, which began January 5 and continue through Saturday,
February 9.
This program is intended to reduce
the white-tailed deer population at
the Ash Brook Reservation and Golf
Course in Scotch Plains to minimize
over browsing of the forested
parkland, reduce browse damage on
the landscape plantings of surround-

William Taylor Named
CEO at Somerset
WESTFIELD – Somerset Savings
Bank has announced that William P.
Taylor of Westfield has been named
president and chief executive officer
(CEO) of the bank.
Mr. Taylor, previously president
and chief operating officer, assumed
the additional title of CEO following
the planned resignation of David
Prugh as CEO on December 31.
Mr. Taylor is also a member of the
bank’s Board of Directors, having first
been elected to the board in 2007. He
joined Somerset Savings in 1983 and
has over 30 years experience in the
financial services industry. He is a
certified public accountant. Locally,
he previously served as president of
the Westfield Booster Club.

ing homes, reduce the incidence of
deer-related motor vehicle accidents,
and lessen the occurrence of Lyme
disease.
Seven members of the Oak Ridge
Sportsmen’s Association have been
authorized to participate in this program and they have completed a
marksmanship test. Those hunters are
removing deer from various areas of
the park, including the golf course.
Shooting may only occur during daylight hours.
Participation in this program is
limited to the seven members of the
Oak Ridge Sportsmen’s Association.
Anyone else found hunting on this
county park property outside the
terms of this program will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law, the county has announced. Citizens observing any illegal activity at
any time are urged to contact the
Union County Police at (908) 6549800.
The public should note that the
Ash Brook Reservation and the Ash
Brook Golf Course will be open during the deer management program.
Park users and neighbors are encouraged to stay out of the wooded areas
during that time period, and to keep
pets restrained on a leash. For further
information, call (908) 789-3682 or
visit ucnj.org/community/parks-community-renewal/wildlife-management/deer/.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com
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Freeholders Moving New
Blood into Leadership Posts
After many years of Union Freeholder chairmanships under veteran Freeholders like Alexander
Mirabella and Dan Sullivan, Union County government is moving to new blood in 2013.
Freeholder Linda Carter, a public school teacher
and former Plainfield City Councilwoman, was
named chairwoman by her colleagues at Sunday’s
reorganization meeting. Elected to the board in
2010, she will likely be followed next year by
Freeholder Chris Hudak of Linden who is serving as
vice-chairman this year.
Freeholder Mirabella has served as chairman four
times, most recently in 2012, with Freeholder Sullivan
serving three times. The board has seen a number of
retirements in the last few years including veterans
Deborah Scanlon, the late Chester Holmes and Rick
Proctor, who is now mayor of Rahway. While Freeholders Sullivan (18), Mirabella (15), Angel Estrada
(13) and Betty Jane Kowalski (8) have served for
many years on the board; the remaining five freeholders have been on the board three or less years.
We offer kudos to Freeholder Mirabella for his
efforts in 2012 to help the business community
through the “Union County Means Business” breakfast series as well as his strong efforts of working
with municipalities during and after Hurricane Sandy.
He is the only chairman to hold freeholder meetings
outside the county seat of Elizabeth and has demonstrated a willingness to work with all towns in the
county – regardless of political affiliation.
One area we applaud Freeholder Carter for is

building on Freeholder Mirabella’s effort last year to
communicate with the county’s 21 mayors by making permanent the Union County Mayors Emergency Management Group aimed at improving the
county’s response during emergencies. She also
intends to continue the “Union County Means Business” series.
Freeholder Carter is also asking municipal library
directors to develop programs such as seminars to
raise the awareness of small businesses in the community. Also among her initiatives is an opportunity
for towns and school boards to save energy through
the installation of energy efficient boilers, lights and
HVAC equipment.
We do wonder though where the money for this
will come from. We urge the board to end past
practices of borrowing money on the backs of the
taxpayers then bestowing gifts to organizations as if
it were from the Freeholders.
Better communication between all levels of government is important. With that in mind, we encourage the county to work with mayors or their designees to actually reduce county spending rather than
simply shifting county tax increases to debt as has
been done in the past.
Summit Common Council members attended
many meetings in 2013 whereby they offered a lot of
good suggestions, but none have been implemented.
We wish Freeholder Carter the foremost of luck as
freeholder chairwoman. Many in Union County
hope for and need her best. We’re behind her.

Who Will Run for Office in 2013?
It Is A ‘Full Contact Sport’
Look ahead to 2013 politics, will this be the year
when new blood comes to the forefront – or will the
rough and tumble world of politics be one of bloodshed? It is a “full contact sport,” as pundits say. Who
will run for office this year? Who will challenge
incumbents within their own party, making primary
elections meaningful? Who will be the party chairs
– who gets bounced and who survives?
In Westfield, will Andy Skibitsky seek a third,
four-year term as Westfield Mayor? Will
councilpersons Della Fera, Loughlin, Kimmins and
Haas seek reelection or aspire to higher office?
What does the future hold for Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr? Will the well-liked and capable mayor
continue to sit on the sidelines or will she get in the
game by running for the state Assembly in District
22; perhaps challenging long-time Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Scotch Plains in the June Democratic Primary? Maybe the county Dems will avoid
the scrap by awarding the Mayor Mahr a Freeholder
seat.
Will Republicans rise from the ashes after getting
beaten badly at the polls in Scotch Plains last year?
At the county level, will Dan Sullivan seek a
seventh term as freeholder at the same time he is
serving as executive director of the Union County
Utilities Authority? Is it time for Mr. Sullivan to
retire from the board, both to avoid the continued

perception of a conflict between the two posts as
well as to give a political newcomer the opportunity.
How much longer will Charlotte DeFilippo of
Hillside serve as both Union County Democratic
Chair as well as in her six-figure salary as director of
the Union County Improvement Authority?
Is it time for her counterpart, Phil Morin of
Cranford, to step aside as Union County Republican
chairman? The GOP hasn’t won a freeholder seat
since 1997. They haven’t even put up a good fight.
Mr. Morin is employed for a law firm that lobbies
on behalf of the interests of both political parties.
Perhaps a change may make it more comfortable for
him in his lobbying career.
Just as many NFL teams canned losing coaches,
is it time for the county GOP to elect a new chairman? Perhaps Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer would like the job.
And what about candidates for local school boards?
Is anyone going to run this year? It seems the boards
are struggling to find folks who would like to serve.
Since school elections were moved to November
and the vote on school budgets was removed from
the public vote, will citizens’ forget they have a
school board? They are reminded of course when
they glance at their property tax.
And who is going to challenge popular New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie?
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Letters to the Editor
Improve Westfield’s Emergency
Response Plans for Next Storm
By now, it appears that Westfield’s
leaders are well on their way to bringing Westfield back to normal after
Sandy. To better prepare the town for
the next storm, I offer a few New
Year’s resolutions for the Westfield’s
public servants to implement.
Improve Communications: The
Town of Westfield needs to be able to
better communicate the next time a
storm or another incident threatens.
The town already subscribes to the
“Honeywell Alert Plus” system, similar to what is used by the Westfield
Schools and many Union County
towns, which can contact residents
by phone, e-mail, or text via after a
simple sign-up on a web page. The
Alert Plus system should be fully
implemented as soon as possible.
Prepare Adequate Resources: The
Town of Westfield should prepare
and publish a list of resources available to town residents in case of a
disaster or major outage. The availability of shelters with heat and generator-provided electricity along with
charging stations and other resources
should be known to all residents in
advance of the need.
Engage the community: Many

towns in N.J. have a publicized “Office of Emergency Management” or
even a “Community Emergency Response Team” which coordinates
volunteer emergency response when
needed. At a minimum, Westfield
should have an annual recorded public meeting to discuss emergency
plans and to solicit suggestions regarding how to better prepare for the
next outage.
Set appropriate expectations: In the
corporate world, “service level agreements” (SLA’s) define contractual
response with support services.
Westfield or even the New Jersey
state government should develop
SLA’s with utility and communication providers in order to at least set
a benchmark for service restoration.
With the number of state leaders who
live in or represent Westfield, the
town’s leaders should have easy access to those who can make such
SLA’s a statewide priority.
Personally, I hope to hear soon
how the town plans to improve emergency response, including dates when
those plans will be implemented.
Gary McCready
Westfield

Languishing In Congress For More
Than 2 Months After The Catastrophe
We are told that our beloved
United States of America escaped
“the fiscal cliff” in the nick of time.
We were told falsely because the
issue remains the same. How are
we to unburden ourselves and future generations of the massively
growing Federal debt bought on by
spending by the Federal government which now runs annually well
over $1 trillion more than the revenue the Federal government receives each year?
The national public debt now
stands at more than $16 trillion dollars!
Federal accounting rules exclude
more than $5 trillion of obligations
of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.
Guaranteed obligations are excluded.
Unfunded obligations of Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security of nearly $50 trillion are excluded.
Total Federal obligations are
nearly $62 trillion dollars!
According to the Office of Management and Budget, the national
debt has more than tripled since
2000 and is expected double between 2008 and 2015.
The total Federal debt is now more
than 100 percent of the gross national product! According to the
International Monetary Fund, this
is more the percentage for the European Union (83 percent) or for
France (86 percent), Germany (81
percent), The Netherlands (65 percent), the United Kingdom (86 percent), and Spain (68 percent) or for
Latin America (35 percent) or for
Asia (41 percent), according to the
International Monetary Fund,
Eurostat, and the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development.
Interest payments on the Federal
debt total are some $430 billion
dollars but would be considerably
higher but for “negative real inter-

est rates”. (St. Louis Federal Reserve).
Federal interest payments on the
national debt are approaching what
we spend on national defense!
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States
Department of Labor, the national
debt works out to more than $91,500
for each member of the American
work force.
According to the United States
Department of the Treasury and the
Federal Reserve, foreign holders
hold more than one-third of United
States Treasury securities. Japan and
China each hold well more than $1
trillion of the securities.
But there was another casualty.
Congress, so intently focused on
“the fiscal cliff”, failed to take immediate action to approve the $60
billion requested by Governor Chris
Christie and Governor Andrew
Cuomo for Hurricane Sandy relief!
This request has languished in Congress for more than 2 months after
the catastrophe!
And yet there is still another casualty of the recent contretemps
over “the fiscal cliff”. This is the
growing public suspicion that the
United States is ungovernable because Congress and The White
House are unable to solve the national debt crisis among the other
extraordinarily pressing problems
the country faces.
Some great countries fall because
of war or because of invasion or
because of some vast change in the
natural environment. But our threat
is self-inflicted for want of brave
and bold Congressional and Presidential leadership to solve the looming fiscal catastrophe!
Our country does not face a “fiscal cliff”. It faces the Grand Canyon!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

We Welcome Senate Dems to Join Us
When Done Yelling at The Governor
Editor’s Note: Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
issued the following response to Senate Democrats’ press conference on
Monday:
*****
For the first time in recent memory,
New Jerseyans are optimistic about
the direction of our state.
This happened with Republican
leadership focusing on the basics:
restoring fiscal discipline to government, holding the line on taxes, and
improving the climate for the private
sector to grow our economy and create jobs.
Senate Democrats’ relentless focus on wedge issue politics and picking fights with the Governor isn’t just
Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

a waste of time, it’s counterproductive. It has prevented us from finding
common ground on issues like the
minimum wage, thrown our judiciary
into chaos, and left common-sense
ideas to improve education untouched.
The people of New Jersey are tired
of these temper tantrums because they
poison the well of cooperation and
grind government to a halt.
Republicans will continue to focus
on moving our state forward by getting government back to the basics
that will secure a strong economy
and affordable state for years to come.
We welcome Senate Democrats to
join us when they’re done yelling at
the Governor for the umpteenth time
and accusing him of praying for a
natural disaster.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in
order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or
mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious
because of drinking too much
MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth
POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, especially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle behind the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids holding about six quarts
POPLITEAL
1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to
croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey
texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Letters to
the Editor
Tradition Would Be
Lost If FW, SP Merge
Adele Gatens’ letter in The Times
of January 3 notes that the tradition
of Santa delivering toys throughout
Fanwood dates back almost 60 years.
This Christmas, Santa came through
riding on the bumper of a Fanwood
fire truck, escorted by a Fanwood
Police car and a Fanwood Rescue
Squad ambulance. This is one of the
many traditions and services, which
are likely to disappear if Scotch Plains
absorbs Fanwood, as some are proposing.
David Harris
Fanwood

Senator Sweeney’s
Comment Is Shocking
And Appalling
It’s extremely disturbing that the
Senate President is choosing to politicize the unspeakable suffering so
many thousands of our residents continue to endure as a result of Sandy. I
have met many of my constituents
who have been so adversely affected
by this historic storm and have seen
first hand their day-to-day struggles
to cope and recover.
The Senate President has made our
residents pawns in his political games.
To suggest Governor Christie is using the storm to formulate policy is
unconscionable, as he has shown
nothing but outstanding leadership
and empathy in its aftermath.
Senator Sweeney’s comment is
shocking and appalling and every
New Jerseyan should be highly insulted.
Asm. Dave Rible
R-Monmouth

Editor’s note: At a press conference Monday, Sen. Sweeney said the
governor’s “jobs package is a hurricane” and Christie “prayed a lot and
a storm came” — and then said: “I
shouldn’t say that. I apologize for
saying that.”

Sen. Tom Kean Jr.
Westfield
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 12th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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Union County News
Five Initiatives; Helping Our Families
And Empowering Women
Linda Carter, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board
Linda Carter, a resident of
Plainfield, was selected as 2013 Chairman of the Union County Freeholder
at the 156th annual reorganization
meeting held in the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth on Tuesday.
She said, “I appreciate your confidence and look forward to working
with you and our entire County family of employees to serve our residents and move our initiatives forward this New Year. For as Shirley
Chisholm, the first African American
woman to serve in the United States
Congress once said, ‘Service is the
rent we pay for the privilege of living
on this earth.’ ”
Helping Our Families And Assisting Women Initiatives:
- Establish the Union County
Mayor’s Emergency Management
group, which was formed during
Hurricane Sandy, as a permanent platform for communication. During its
last meeting, the group discussed a
wide range of recommendations to
explore in several critical areas that
can be implemented in 2013 to improve emergency response.
- Conduct a Countywide gun
buyback program through County
Police. While a gun buyback may
not be a cure-all, Carter noted that’s
as “leaders, we owe it to our residents to pursue all the strategies
available at our disposal.” This includes supporting Assemblyman
Cryan’s statewide legislation to limit
the capacity of certain gun magazines in New Jersey.
- Jobs training and business assistance. Implement “Union County
Choices,” a targeted jobs training program involving Union County College. Union County Choices is designed to provide a range of services
targeted to middle skills and sector
training. This program will give residents Choices focused on Union
County’s priority economic development sectors. Courses would be in
the priority fields of Healthcare/Allied Health, Transportations and logistics, and Retail/Hospitality. In the
first instance, the County has worked
with Union County College and the
Community College Consortium to
design four courses and two programs that should launch by February. The County is also developing an
additional set of foundational courses
covering basic—but valuable—elements related to health and safety.
- Continue the very successful
“Union County Means Business”
program by hosting an additional four
forums. One of these forums will
focus on the specific needs of women
in business. The others will soon be
determined through a survey which
is currently underway. We also plan
to host two industry specific
roundtable discussions with assistance from New Jersey Talent Networks. These will be invitation only

sessions with key business leaders in
selected industries.
- Meet with municipal Library Directors to develop business friendly
endeavors such as seminars for small
businesses, and raise awareness about
existing services for small business.
- Finally, the County will encourage businesses to go green to save
green. This year, our Bureau of Recycling and Planning has received a
grant that will enable it to conduct
outreach to businesses on the benefits of recycling. The planned outreach will address not only what and
how to recycle, but how recycling
can actually save money.
- Several green initiatives: First,
the County, through the Union County
Improvement Authority, will explore
a Community Energy Aggregation
program designed to leverage the
purchasing power of residents, business and governments to purchase
low-cost electricity. If the program is
implemented, Union County residents, businesses and governments
could save as much as 15 percent on
the electrical bills.
- Next, the County will take the
lead in undertaking the development
and implementation of a local government Energy Efficiency assistance
program under the Energy Savings
Improvement Program Law known
as ESIP. The ESIP Law is an extremely valuable tool that allows local governments and boards of education to reduce energy consumption
through the installation of energy efficient boilers, lights and HVAC
equipment. It allows for financing
these upgrades with the resulting
operating budget savings generated
by the newly installed equipment.
- In an attempt to raise awareness
countywide, we will double-purpose
the Public Information Van as the
Union County Green Information
Van. We will design a series of small
cardstock flyers that link all of the
sustainability-related programs in our
departments and affiliates under one
visual umbrella. At least one of those
flyers will be designed as a shared
service that our municipalities, businesses and other entities can use as a
promotional tool in support of their
green projects. The van will also receive one of the County’s first informational touch screen kiosks.
- Pursue a partnership with a local
Domestic Violence Shelter for battered women, our County College
and Vo-Tech to provide training programs enabling these women to enter
or re-enter the workforce and become self-sustaining and independent.
“We need to unlock the inner potential of these women, and we as a
society will be better for it,” Carter
noted. “For as Maya Angelou, once
said, “’there is no greater agony than
bearing an untold story in you.’”
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Letters to the Editor
High Energy Caffeine Drinks:
Risks Versus Benefits
I am not an alarmist. Most things in
life, including love, are associated
with risks. We take risks because we
believe the benefits outweigh them.
A recent New York Times piece by
Barry Meir reviewed the ingredients
of products of the booming high energy caffeine drinks market. It justifiably claims that caffeine is the only
ingredient that has been clinically
demonstrated to increase mental and
physical performance. Mr. Meir also
justifiably states that its effects on the
heart have not been clinically demonstrated and more studies are
needed. But caffeine has a substantial cardiac stimulating effect and I
have, as a coffee consumer and clinical researcher, little doubt that high
dose, caffeine energy drinks present
serious potential cardiovascular risks
in certain populations.
Regarding carnitine, another ingredient mentioned in the article,
nothing is said about its clinical effects. I brought carnitine into the
United States and conducted the first
clinical trial in patients with hyperthyroidism. It is a naturally occurring
substance, which transports fatty acids into high energy requiring tissues
such as the heart, skeletal muscle and
sperm tail providing sufficient fuel to
meet their energy demands. I’ve sponsored, either alone or with other companies, many animal and clinical studies on the heart, and I collaborated
with Sigma Tau Pharmaceuticals to
obtain FDA approval for a fatal disease in children, Primary Carnitine
Deficiency, where heart failure is
common because the cardiac cells
lack carnitine.
Theoretically, carnitine should increase exercise performance but clinical studies have proven disappointing. So does it have any value in these
products? I, along with my good
friend, the late Colonel Vick, conducted studies at WRAIR, The
Walther Reed Army Institute of Research. In laboratory studies, including monkeys, we discovered that carnitine dramatically protects the heart
against a lack of oxygen, arrhythmias
or dangerous irregular heartbeats and
various toxins including chemotherapeutic drugs. Numerous laboratory
and clinical studies have confirmed
our findings. The role of carnitine in
these drinks holds the promise to
protect against caffeine-induced
cardiotoxicity. A company which
markets such a high energy drink
should conduct a clinical study to
prove the point. If proven, it will
become the market leader.
There is another serious potential
problem: The impact on the mind.
New antidepressant or antianxiety
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drugs are clinically tested to measure
the overall benefits versus their adverse or toxic effects. If the latter
exceed the former, the drug is not
marketed. There is little doubt that
chronic fatigue is becoming increasingly prevalent in our stress-laden
American culture, and there is no
doubt that energy levels are increased
with caffeine. But what are the overall benefits? With these short-term
stimulant hits does the quality of life
improve or worsen? Do we function
better in life or do we become more
unstable, depressed and dependent?
Once known, then we can make a
risk-benefit decision whether to drink
these potions. This clinical study must
be done. In the meantime, caveat
emptor!
Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Bipartisanship More
Important Than Ever
New Jersey has experienced a number of remarkable accomplishments
over the past three years thanks to
Governor Christie’s ability to work
with members of both political parties.
That bipartisanship is more important than ever as we begin to rebuild
our state after Hurricane Sandy battered New Jersey and tested our resiliency.
The touching stories of everyday
citizens who demonstrated true New
Jersey spirit in the midst of a crisis
underscored Governor Christie’s uplifting message that New Jersey will
be rebuilt better than before as long
as we continue to make New Jersey a
model of bipartisan cooperation.
Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield
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Gov. Christie, Dems
Comment On State of State
Governor Chris Christie delivered
his State of The State Address Tuesday
to the State Legislation. Below are
excerpts from the speech followed by
the Senate Democrats’ response:
“…Just three months ago, we were
proceeding normally with our lives,
getting ready for a national election
and the holidays to follow. Then Sandy
hit. Sandy was the worst storm to
strike New Jersey in 100 years…Sandy
took a toll on New Jersey’s economy.
Just when we were coming back from
the national recession, Sandy disrupted
our economic life: cars weren’t bought,
homes weren’t sold, and factories
couldn’t produce…. In all, Sandy cost
us over 8,000 jobs in November –
mostly in our leisure and hospitality
industries…
“Unemployment is coming down.
2011 was our best private sector job
growth year in 11 years and 2012 is
also positive. Personal income set a
record high in New Jersey for the
seventh quarter in a row. Gross income tax receipts are exceeding the
Administration’s projections for this
fiscal year prior to Sandy. Sales of new
homes are up. Consumer spending is
up. Industrial production is up… In
total, we have added nearly 75,000
private sector jobs in New Jersey since
we took office in January 2010…. In
the last three years, we have cut more
than 20,000 government jobs. In 2012,
we had fewer state government employees than at any time since Governor Whitman left office in January
2001…I will not let New Jersey go
back to our old ways of wasteful spending and rising taxes…
“Let’s put aside destructive politics
in an election year. Let’s put aside
accusations and false charges for
purely political advantage. Let’s work
together to honor the memories of
those lost in Sandy. Let’s put the needs
of our most victimized citizens ahead
of the partisan politics of the day. Let’s
demonstrate once again the resilience

of New Jersey’s spirit. And let us continue what we have started…”
The following are excerpts from a
press release by Senate Democrats,
Senate President Steve Sweeney, Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg and
Senate President Pro Temp Nia H. Gill.
“…The governor got elected by saying he would do something about the
economy in New Jersey, but our unemployment rate is nearly identical
now to what it was when he came into
office. Despite these figures, at no
point in the last three years has this
governor presented a comprehensive
plan to create jobs in this state…
“We have a mortgage foreclosure
crisis that is causing an increasing
number of families to lose their homes.
New Jersey now has the second-highest rate of foreclosures in the country
and while the rate is increasing here it
is decreasing nationwide. The failure
of the administration to respond in an
effective or timely fashion has made
the problem worse…
“Governor Christie has also failed
to lead on the issue of healthcare in
New Jersey, shortchanging hundreds
of thousands of residents, particularly
the working poor. His refusal to sign
health exchange legislation has now
left the issue in the hands of the federal
government, preventing New Jersey
from enacting a program that best fits
the state. He has failed to commit to an
expansion of Medicaid, an action that
could cost the state as much as $22
billion over eight years. He has also
slashed FamilyCare eligibility. As a
result of all these actions, hundreds of
thousands of uninsured New Jerseyans
will be left vulnerable and 39,000 lowincome parents have been denied access to NJ Family Care…
“We all know the long road ahead
for New Jersey as we look to rebuild
after Sandy. That does not mean, however, that we can ignore the serious
issues that were facing our state before the storm hit.”
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Theodore Jacob, 93, Loving Family Man;
Active In Church, Community, Scouting
Theodore Jacob, 93, of Westfield, served the troop in various capaciN.J. died peacefully, surrounded by ties, including assistant scout mashis loving family at home on Tues- ter and several years as scout master.
During his retirement, he continday, December 31, 2012.
Ted lived a happy and fulfilled ued to serve the community by vollife. He graduated as Valedictorian unteering as a teacher at the Rahway
from Braddock High School in State Prison. He volunteered at the
Pennsylvania in 1937. He gradu- Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside, N.J., and,
ated from the College of
on a weekly basis, at the
Wooster, Ohio in 1941 –
AGAPE soup kitchen in
where he met his future
Elizabeth, N.J. Ted enwife, Eileen. He also
joyed dancing, photoggraduated from Rensselaer
raphy, swimming, landPolytechnic Institute
scaping and vacationing
(RPI), Troy, N.Y. in 1943,
in the Poconos and
and Purdue University,
Aruba. He also enjoyed
West Lafayette, Ind. in
travels in Europe, the
1950.
Caribbean and in
He was the son of Julius
Alaska.
Jacob and Mary Yesko. He
The funeral service
has survived the loss of Theodore A. Jacob
was celebrated in the
three sisters and two brothers. He is survived by Eileen, his Chapel at The Presbyterian Church
wife of 68 years; his three children, in Westfield on Monday, January 7,
Gary, Bob and Lynn; their spouses, with interment in Fairview CemLin, Dee and Karl; 11 grandchil- etery. Arrangements were made by
dren and three great-grandchildren. Gray’s Funeral Home, 318 East
Dr. Jacob began work as a re- Broad Street in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
search chemist at Merck Shape and
Dome in 1949 and retired as a Se- made to Boy Scout Troop 72 Erincliff
nior Director of Animal Drug Me- Island Improvement Project, c/o Jon
tabolism in 1986. He was instru- Lampert, 523 Alden Avenue,
mental in the research on B12, cor- Westfield, N.J. 07090, or The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, Ted Jacob
tisone and Ivermectin.
Ted was an active member of The Youth Scholarship Fund, 140 MounPresbyterian Church in Westfield for tain Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
almost 55 years and served the Condolences may be communicated
church community in numerous ca- through Gray’s Funeral Home
pacities, including several terms as (www.grayfuneralhomes.com) or dideacon, elder and teacher. He was rectly.
January 10, 2013
also a long-term member of Boy
Scout Troop 72 of Westfield and

Norbert G. Van Bergen, 85, Family Man;
Involved With Lions, Meals on Wheels
Norbert G. Van Bergen, 85, of Sea
Girt, N.J. passed away on Monday,
January 7, 2013.
Born in Elizabeth, N.J., he resided in Westfield, N.J. before moving to Sea Girt. He was a graduate
of St. Benedict’s Prep and Seton
Hall University. Norb served with
the United States Navy during
World War II. He was employed at
Mobil-Exxon as a computer programmer from 1953 to 1963 and
then accepted a position as program director for the Union County
C.Y.O. – Archdiocese of Newark.
He was an active member of the
Lions Club, Meals on Wheels and
the food program of the Mercy Center, Asbury Park.
During his retirement, he was a
member of St. Mark’s Holy Name
Society, where he promoted social

Genealogical Society
Set to Meet Today
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will hold its
monthly meeting today, Thursday,
January 10, at 1 p.m., featuring a presentation concerning the unique difficulties that accompany tracing one’s
Native American family history.
Dr. Frank Esposito, professor of
history at Kean University, will offer
his expertise in this area and give
plenty of hints for getting past those
special “brick walls” that this particular research presents. He also will
provide some actual case histories
where his assistance and extensive
knowledge of the subject have had
surprising results.
Using the history of New Jersey
tribes and revealing the locations of
databases and records, Dr. Esposito
will supply ample information for
individuals seeking to research their
Native American roots.
The meeting will be open to the
public and will be held at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
contact the organization’s president,
Nancy
Humphrey,
at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com or at
(908) 612-6029.

and spiritual activities for the parish
and community. Norb’s hand was always extended in greeting. His bright
smile, sense of humor and genuine
friendliness will be remembered, but
most especially his faith and love of
family will be forever cherished.
He is survived by his wife of 50
years, Helen Daly Van Bergen, and
his children, Maribeth Yerks,
Mariclare Lesniak and Matthew Van
Bergen. He also is survived by his
sons-in-law, Gary and Bill, and his
daughter-in-law, Heather. Norb was
the loving grandfather of six and the
great-grandfather of one – all held in
high esteem.
He also is survived by his brother,
Joseph, and his wife, Mary Ellen
Van Bergen, and many nieces and
nephews from New Jersey and Long
Island, N.Y. Loved and admired, being in Uncle Norb’s company was
always a joy.
Norb’s family wishes to acknowledge the loving care received by Norb
from the dedicated caregivers and
other staff of the Geraldine L. Thompson Care Center…you are loved.
Visitation will be today, Thursday, January 10, from 4 to 8 p.m. at
the O’Brien Funeral Home, 2028
Highway 35, Wall, N.J. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated
tomorrow, Friday, January 11, at 9:30
a.m. at St. Mark’s Catholic Church,
215 Crescent Parkway, Sea Girt, N.J.
Burial will follow at the New Jersey
Veterans Cemetery in Arneytown,
N.J. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Norb’s name to St.
Mark’s Holy Name Society.
January 10, 2013

Blood Pressure Clinic
On Tap For Tuesday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will conduct the first blood pressure clinic for
2013 on Tuesday, January 15, between 10 a.m. and noon, at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. Township Nurse
Michele Kowal is available to answer
questions and can be reached in her
Rahway office at (732) 827-2158.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –

Philip A. Campbell, 76, A Determined
Man Who Always Put Family First
Philip A. Campbell, the former ness awareness, made Mr. Campbell
vice-chairman and Chief Financial one of the key practitioners in the
Officer of Bell Atlantic, the com- telecom industry of his generation.
He was a strong advocate of free
pany that is now Verizon, passed
away Sunday, December 9, 2012, in markets and competition. In the early
Naples, Fla. with family members days of the AT&T divestiture, many
companies tried to inhibit the growth
by his side. He was 76.
Mr. Campbell was a longtime resi- of the new baby bells even though
dent of Westfield, where he lived and the Justice Department wanted to
increase their scope of
raised his family for more
business activities for
than a decade. He made
the benefit of consumcountless friendships with
ers. Mr. Campbell was
people throughout town,
notably quoted as sayespecially his lifelong
ing, “It’s shameful and
friends from the Westfield
disingenuous for some
Newcomers Club and the
of America’s top comGourmet Group. An avid
panies to hide behind
golfer, Mr. Campbell was
the façade of industry
an active member of the
associations and try to
Plainfield Country Club,
hoodwink the public.”
playing many rounds of
He accused the groups
golf and enjoying camaraof being, “unwilling to
derie with friends and famPhilip A. Campbell
compete in an open
ily. He also was an endeared
marketplace.”
member of St. Paul’s EpisMr. Campbell was born in 1936 in
copal Church. Mr. Campbell enjoyed
coming back to Westfield often to Philadelphia, Pa., the son of the late
Jeanette and Philip A. Campbell, Sr.
visit the town he loved.
Mr. Campbell had a long and suc- His father was deceased when Phil
cessful career with the telephone com- was 8. He was raised in Collingswood
pany. He began as a sales representa- and Gloucester, N.J., graduating from
tive for New Jersey Bell in Trenton, Gloucester High School in 1954. He
N.J. in 1959, following graduation and his wife, Bernice, were childfrom Rutgers University. He later held hood sweethearts, recently celebrata series of supervisory positions in ing 58 years of marriage.
Phil will be remembered by his
the company’s commercial and plant
departments throughout various family as an eternal optimist, a fair
towns in New Jersey. In 1979, he was man of steadfast principle and integpromoted to president of AT&T’s rity, who had an intense love of famIndiana Bell Telephone, a company ily and always put them first. He
of 10,000 employees, and subse- believed strongly in self-reliance,
quently to president of New Jersey hard work, innovation, calculated
Bell Telephone in 1982, a company risk-taking and personal sacrifice.
of 30,000 employees, before becom- His granddaughter described him as
ing president of Bell Atlantic Net- a man filled with wonder, courage,
work Services and ultimately vice- enthusiasm, determination and kindchairman and CFO of Bell Atlantic ness. You could find him performing
magic tricks, playing the role of
until his retirement in 1991.
Mr. Campbell led Bell Atlantic Santa, joking around with his budthrough one of the most transforma- dies and family-foursomes on the
tive eras in the telecom industry. golf course, cheering on the sideFollowing the 1984 anti-trust deci- lines at his grandkids’ athletic events,
sion by the U.S. Department of Jus- and spending afternoons fishing in
tice, AT&T’s local operations were the back bays of his beloved Jersey
broken into seven “baby bells” – one Shore. He lived life for each and
of which was Bell Atlantic. From every moment. In addition to
July 1983 to January 1988, Mr. Bernice, he leaves behind a large
Campbell was the president of Bell extended family including daughter
Atlantic Network Services, which Robin and sons Jeffrey and James,
managed all of the telephone oper- seven grandchildren, five brothers
ating companies in the Bell Atlantic and sisters and many nieces and
region. His management style, en- nephews. He spent his retirement
hanced by his master’s degree in years enjoying his many pleasures
management from Massachusetts of life – golfing, fishing, traveling
Institute of Technology in 1970, and, most importantly, spending time
encompassed a unique understand- with his family.
Services for Mr. Campbell were
ing and empathy for the issues facing both management and labor. His private. In lieu of flowers, memorial
extensive knowledge of the operat- contributions can be made to: St.
ing side of the business, his keen Matthew’s House, 2001 Airport Pullacumen for strategic thinking and ing Road South, Naples, FL 34112.
January 10, 2013
his early leadership in embracing
technology and international busi-

Plans Currently Underway
For MLK Day of Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fourth
Annual Martin Luther King Day
of Service will take place on Monday, January 21, in a variety of
locations within Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, providing volunteer opportunities for residents of all ages.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12005154
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-34856-08
Plaintiff: KONDAUR CAPITAL CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: CHERYL A. JONES; TILDEN
JONES, III
Sale Date: 01/23/2013
Writ of Execution: 08/29/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Three Hundred FiftyFive and 89/100*** $379,355.89.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1165 Washington Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot No.: 7 in Block 8802.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet x
100 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Eveyln Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes/sewer/water
may be delinquent. You must check with the tax
collector for exact amounts due.
Prior Mortgages and judgements, if any: The
plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnification
which will insure the successful bidder at sale in
respect to: Judgement # DJ-107972-199, Judgement # DJ-018315-1992.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two and 03/
100*** $429,722.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect of a residential real
estate transaction. Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practices of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.’
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-106257
4 T - 12/27/12, 01/03/13, 01/10/13
& 01/17/13
Fee: $210.12

Last year’s MLK Day of Service
involved more than 40 local organizations and attracted more than
1,000 volunteers. This year’s goal
is to further establish the day as an
important annual event for the local community.
The event was inspired by Dr.
King’s expressed belief that “everybody can be great because everybody can serve.” Individuals
and families can honor his legacy
by donating a few hours to one or
more worthy local organizations.
Age-appropriate activities will
take place throughout the two communities, from creating get-well
cards for cancer patients to baking
apple pies for senior citizens. “So
many organizations in our community have created volunteer opportunities for the day,” said
Amanda Barnett, a member of the
planning task force. “There truly
is something for everyone.”
The day will kick off with a
“Drop-in Lunch and MLK Day
Fair” from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
located at 1340 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Nick’s Pizza of
Fanwood will sell pizza slices and
drinks, with 50 percent of the business’ proceeds to be donated to
MLK Day activities. Following the
lunch, most activities at other locations will conclude by 5 p.m.
Online activity registration for
volunteers currently is underway
at spfmlkday.com.
Although same-day registration
will be available on January 21,
participants are encouraged to register online because space is limited for many of the activities, which
have filled up quickly in past years.
The MLK Day of Service will be
co-sponsored by the towns of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, the
Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey, the YMCA,
the Fanwood/Scotch Plains
Ministerium and other local
groups. For more information, visit
spfmlkday.com.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Mary W. Jacobs, 86, Enjoyed Family,
Bowling, Crossword Puzzles, Cards
Mary W. Jacobs, 86, of Westfield children, Glenn, Kenny and his wife,
passed away peacefully on Monday, Karen, Kathy Lisano and her husJanuary 7, 2013.
band, Gil, Gail DeBlass and her husMrs. Jacobs was born in Newark band, Drew, Tommy, Barbara Guidi
and lived in Scotch Plains
and her husband, Joe.
before moving to
She also will be deeply
Westfield 50 years ago.
missed by her grandchilShe also maintained a
dren, the loves of her life:
summer residence at
Jaclyn, Kenny, Steven,
Chadwick Beach Island
Jonny, Allison, Jessica,
for many years.
Kylie, Emma and Joey,
Mary was briefly emalong with her sister,
ployed at Prudential InTerry Weston.
surance Company in
Relatives and friends
Newark. She was a paare kindly invited to visit
rishioner of St. Helen’s
the Dooley Colonial
Roman Catholic Church
Home, 556 Westfield AvMary W. Jacobs
in Westfield and enjoyed
enue, Westfield, today,
crossword puzzles and
Thursday, January 10,
playing cards. For several years, Mary from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. A Mass of
could be found at Clark Lanes, par- Christian Burial will be celebrated
ticipating in their bowling leagues. tomorrow, Friday, January 11, at 10
Most of all, she cherished time with a.m. at St. Helen’s Church in
her family.
Westfield, followed by interment at
Mary was predeceased by her be- Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
January 10, 2013
loved husband, Harry, who passed
away in 1998. She is survived by her

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, January 1, Jordan D.
Johnson, 21, of Westfield was arrested
during an investigation on the 800 block
of Carleton Road. Johnson was charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, possession of
drug paraphernalia, possession of Ecstasy and possession of Ecstasy with
intent to distribute. Johnson was transported to police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses pending
an appearance in Union County Superior Court.
Wednesday, January 2, Brittany M.
Robbins, 25, of Westfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 900
block of West South Avenue on an
outstanding traffic warrant from the
Borough of Hightstown for $304. She
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on her own recognizance by Hightstown.
Wednesday, January 2, Sajata Henry,
31, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
warrant for $500. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released on her own recognizance after
appearing in court.
Thursday, January 3, Matthew O.
Welty, 26, of Metuchen was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on Central
Avenue near Grove Street on two outstanding traffic warrants from Westfield
totaling $157. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released on posted bail.
Thursday, January 3, Christopher
Randell, 30, of Farmingdale, N.Y. was
arrested during an investigation on the
600 block of Roosevelt Street. Randell
was wanted on an outstanding warrant
from Northvale. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released after posting $215 bail.
Thursday, January 3, David
Castaneda, 38, of Union was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains traffic
warrant for $254 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Springfield Avenue and
Cardinal Drive. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released on posted bail.
Saturday, January 5, Robert
Rayford, 39, of Roselle was arrested
on an outstanding Irvington criminal
warrant after turning himself in at
Westfield police headquarters. He was
processed and released after posting
$230 bail.
Sunday, January 6, Dawn Fialk, 48,
of South Amboy was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle stop
at Central Avenue and Wyoming Street.
She was released to a responsible adult.
Sunday, January 6, Isabelle Jeng, 19,
of Warren was arrested at an East Broad
Street clothing store and charged with
shoplifting merchandise in the amount
of $207. Jeng was processed and released on her own recognizance subject
to a court date.
Fanwood
Wednesday, December 19, Lakia
Bryant, 27, of Piscataway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of Terrill Road on an active
warrant out of South Plainfield. She
was processed and turned over to the
South Plainfield Police Department.
Thursday, December 20, Marquis Givens, 25, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at Sheelens
Crossing and South Avenue on an active
warrant out of Jersey City. He was processed, posted bail and released.
Saturday, December 22, Jonathan
Ritchie, 28, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and Mary
Lane. Ritchie was asked to step out of
the vehicle to perform field sobriety
tests, which he was unable to complete,
police said. He was processed and released to a responsible person.
Sunday, December 23, a victim reported that she was parked on the 250
block of South Avenue when someone
removed her purse through an open
window of her vehicle. The purse contained multiple credit cards and personal information, police said.
Friday, December 28, Ashley Davis,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue on an active warrant out
of Newark. She was processed and released by the Newark Municipal Court.
Friday, December 28, money and a
GPS unit, with a total value of $100,
were reported stolen from a motor vehicle that was parked and left unlocked
on the 170 block of Farley Avenue. The
owner of the vehicle said the incident
occurred sometime between the hours
of 4:30 and 7 p.m.
Friday, December 28, between the
hours of 6:40 and 8:15 p.m. someone
entered an open garage on the 10 block
of Cottage Way and removed a black,
26-inch men’s mountain bike, valued

at $100, and also entered the parked
motor vehicle in the garage and removed $20 in cash.
Saturday, December 29, someone entered an unlocked motor vehicle parked
on the 30 block of Paterson Road and
removed CDs and prescription eyeglasses with a total value of $200.
Saturday, December 29, someone entered an unlocked motor vehicle parked
on the 200 block of North Martine
Avenue and removed CDs, a hat and a
pair of prescription sunglasses with a
total value of $430.
Saturday, December 29, someone entered an unlocked motor vehicle parked
on the 200 block of North Martine Avenue and removed sunglasses and Christmas gifts with a total value of $110.
Saturday, December 29, Laverne
Fassett, 47, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Cottage Place on an active
warrant out of Roselle. He was processed and turned over to the Roselle
Police Department.
Sunday, December 30, an individual
reported his motor vehicle stolen from
the 190 block of South Avenue. The
stolen vehicle is described as a 1991
Honda Accord, black, four-door, valued at $6,000, police said.
Sunday, December 30, Majda
Alphonso, 31, of East Orange was arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and East 7th Street on an
active warrant out of West Orange. He
was processed, posted bail and released.
Monday, December 31, Richard
Polhamus, 19, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with criminal mischief to a vehicle that was parked on the
160 block of Pleasant Avenue. He was
processed and released pending his
court appearance.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 1, a resident of
Clinton Avenue reported that sometime overnight someone removed the
license plates from his motor vehicle.
Tuesday, January 1, the owner of a
Route 22 business reported that sometime overnight someone removed multiple vehicle parts from his yard.
Wednesday, January 2, the owner of
a business on East Second Street reported that sometime overnight someone entered his establishment and removed the cash register. Entry was
gained through the front window, police said.
Wednesday, January 2, the owner of a
Plainfield Avenue business reported that
he performed work for an individual and
the customer paid him with a fraudulent
check in the amount of $296.
Wednesday, January 2, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported that his
son took his motor vehicle without his
consent and has failed to bring it back.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of
Julia Court reported that she had received a call from her bank stating that
someone had attempted to open a credit
card in her name.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of
Grand Street reported that someone had
left a note on his motor vehicle that
contained threats.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of
Inverness Drive reported that sometime overnight someone stole an inflatable holiday decoration, valued at approximately $150.
Thursday, January 3, Timothy Byrne,
33, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Victor Street. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released.
Saturday, January 5, a resident of
Sunnyfield Lane reported that someone made approximately $2,000 in purchases on his credit card without his
authorization.
Saturday, January 5, a resident of
Beverly Avenue reported that sometime overnight someone keyed the side
of her motor vehicle, which was parked
in front of her house.
Saturday, January 5, the manager of
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
patron had received $30 worth of gas
and then left without paying.
Saturday, January 5, Wayman
Phillips, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Kevin
Road on an outstanding $1,083 warrant
issued by the Plainfield Court. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Saturday, January 5, Alexa Rocco,
19, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.
Monday, January 7, John Martin, 19,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with distribution of crack after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. He was transported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.
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FCC Invites Community
To Adult Studies Courses
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church will present two adult
studies courses starting next week.
This winter’s programs will include a

Preschool Open House
To Be Held Tomorrow

Miss Regina M. Cappio and Todd A. Wilson

Miss Regina M. Cappio
To Wed Todd A. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Cappio of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Regina Mary Cappio, to Todd Anthony Wilson of Howell, N.J. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ian Wilson,
also of Howell, N.J.
A 2002 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, the bride-tobe graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communication from
Villanova University in Pennsylvania in 2006. Miss Cappio currently
resides in Manhattan, where she is
employed as an account manager for
Google, Inc. in its digital advertising
sales organization.
Mr. Wilson is a 2002 graduate of
Christian Brothers Academy in
Lincroft, N.J. In 2006 the groom-to-

Temple Blood Drive
To Be Held Sunday
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host a
blood drive this Sunday, January 13,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Union Catholic
High School, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, where the
congregation holds its religious school.
Donors will receive a $10 Dunkin’
Donuts card as a thank you for the
mitzvah of helping to save a life.
Founded in 1913, Temple Sholom
is a Reform Jewish Congregation led
by Rabbi Joel N. Abraham. The
temple and its religious school are
home to about 250 families from the
greater Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.
Currently residing within the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, the
temple has purchased five acres of land
in Scotch Plains for its future home.
Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism. For more
information about the temple or joining the congregation, call (908) 8894900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or
visit sholomnj.org.

be graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Economics from Villanova
University in Pennsylvania, where
he met Miss Cappio. The future bridegroom is employed with GlobeTax in
Manhattan as a tax reclaims service
manager.
An April 2013 wedding is being
planned.

Atkinsons Welcome
Delaney Anne
David John and Claire Cappio
Atkinson of Merion Station, Pa.
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Delaney Anne Atkinson,
on Friday, August 31, 2012, at 7:21
p.m. at Lankenau Hospital in
Wynnewood, Pa.
Delaney Anne weighed 6 pounds
and 5 ounces and measured 18¾
inches in length at birth.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Philip John and Mary Ball Cappio
of Scotch Plains. Michael and
Claudia Atkinson of Ellicott City,
Md. are her paternal grandparents.
Delaney’s maternal great-grandmother is Joan D. Ball of Port Orange, Fla., formerly of Westfield, N.J.
Her paternal great-grandfather is
Jack Linden of Bethesda, Md.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Senior Social Club
will meet on Monday, January 14, at
1:30 p.m. at the new parish center,
located adjacent to the church on
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Dr. Sidney Glasofer, who is with
Associates in Cardiovascular Disease,
will be the guest speaker. The club
expresses appreciation to its members for their donations to the food
pantry to benefit those in need.

Westfield Library to Present
‘Music in Films’ January 16
WESTFIELD – The Westfield on tours around the United States and
Memorial Library will present a sur- the world. His musical The Medicine
vey of the musical film entitled “Mu- Show was produced at the Annenberg
sic in Films – Original and Adapta- Center in Philadelphia, and he contributed songs to the offtions” on Wednesday,
Broadway revue The
January 16, beginning at
Present Tense.
7 p.m. The library is loHe additionally has
cated at 550 East Broad
written the music for two
Street.
off-Broadway plays, four
Allen Cohen, an assofilms and dozens of radio
ciate professor of music
at Fairleigh Dickinson
and television commercials. A member of the
University, will be the
board of directors of the
presenter. Using audio
and video examples, he
League of Composers in
New York, Mr. Cohen has
will begin with The Jazz
received a Meet the ComSinger and continue
Allen Cohen
through Busby Berkeley,
poser grant and his classical pieces for orchestra,
Fred and Ginger, the
MGM years and the rock era, to Chi- solo instruments, chamber groups and
cago and beyond. His talk will in- voice have been presented.
This program will be free and open
clude discussions of the differences
and similarities between Broadway to Westfield Memorial Library and
and Hollywood musicals; why the MURAL cardholders. MURAL
era of the great Hollywood musicals cardholders belong to libraries that
came to an end, and where film mu- are part of the Middlesex Union Resicals may go next.
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
Mr. Cohen has conducted or writ- participating libraries, visit the
ten dance music for six musicals on Westfield Memorial Library website,
Broadway, and played keyboards or wmlnj.org. To register for the prorehearsal piano for dozens of others. gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
He also has conducted shows off- the Online Calendar or call (908)
Broadway, in regional theaters and 789-4090, extension 0.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School, located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, will
hold a parent Pre-registration Open
House for the 2013-2014 school year
tomorrow, Friday, January 11. The
snow date is Monday, January 14. It
is scheduled to begin at 10:15 a.m.
in the church’s Alexander Hall. Director Kathy Calello will present a
slide show giving an overview of the
pre-school program along with a
tour of the facility.
Willow Grove Pre-School is a
Christian pre-school with state-certified educators, sponsored by the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church and
licensed by the State of New Jersey.
Classes are offered for children who
will be 2 years old by April 1 for the
3 Minus Program, along with classes
for 3-year-olds, 4 year olds and the
4+ Class for children who either miss
the kindergarten cutoff date or just
need another year of pre-school.
Registration for the 2013-2014
school year will begin on Monday,
January 28, for present enrollees and
alumni. Open registration will begin
on Monday, February 4. For further
information, call Mrs. Calello at
(908) 232-7117 or e-mail
office@willowgrovepreschool.org.

focus on the bestselling book “Celebration of Discipline” and a look at
violence in the Bible. All evenings
will be free and open to the public.
“Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster, considered a modern
classic on Christian spiritual growth,
will be the focus of a five-week study
beginning Monday, January 14. It
explores the classic disciplines of
Christian faith through three lenses –
inward, outward and corporate – with
a view towards achieving a balanced
spiritual life. The series will continue
on consecutive Monday evenings
through February 11, from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m., in the church’s Chapel
Lounge. Interested participants are
asked to notify the church office so
that enough books can be ordered.
On Tuesday evenings beginning
January 15, “The God of Peace and
Love?: Violence in the Bible” will
look at a God who not only condones
violence but calls for it in numerous
episodes of the Bible. During this
five-week unit, participants will examine and attempt to understand what
these episodes conveyed to their faith
ancestors in their time and place, and
how they might speak to people today. The series will continue on consecutive Tuesday evenings through
February 12, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
in the Chapel Lounge.
The First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For more information,
contact the church office at (908) 2332494 or access fccofwestfield.org.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Posts
Camp Open House Date
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” is gearing up for another
summer of fun, skill-building summer camps. All Westfield-based
camps are American Camping Association (ACA) accredited. The
ACA is the only organization that
accredits all types of camps and applies nearly 300 national standards
for health and safety.
A Camp Open House is scheduled
on Thursday, January 17, from 5 to
6:30 p.m. at the Main “Y” Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Participants will be entered into a drawing to win a free
week of traditional camp. Arts and
craft activities, games and refreshments will be included. Members of
the summer camp staff will be available to answer questions.
Camps will be held in Westfield,
Mountainside and at the new
Garwood Family Center “Y.”

Whether it is a traditional camp filled
with sports, swimming, games and
crafts, or a specialty camp like cooking or dance, the Westfield Area “Y”
has offerings for multiple interests.
New this summer, campers will
be able to enjoy Field Hockey, Baseball, Sculpture and Comic Book
Camp.
Full- and half-day traditional, specialty and sports camps are available for children ages 3 to 15 from
June 24 through August 30, with
before- and after-camp care available as well. Half-day complement
is available for campers interested
in a half-day specialty camp but want
a full-day program. Interested persons are invited to take advantage of
the Camp Early Bird Special during
the month of January. Financial assistance is available. To learn more
about Westfield Area “Y” programs,
visit westfieldynj.org.

Library to Offer Program
On ‘Harmony Meditation’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a program entitled “Harmony Meditation for Brain Health” on Tuesday,
January 15, beginning at 7 p.m.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.
This interactive program, developed and led by Johwa Choi, also
known as Master Harmony, provides spiritual guidance to individuals, groups and corporate education programs. The goal is to
teach participants how to master
the brain with meditation and visualization techniques.
Master Johwa possesses 20 years
of extensive expertise in teaching
meditation, KiGong and holistic
healing. He is an engineer, an artist and owner of Harmony Meditation Center in Westfield. His cli-

ents range from local enthusiasts
to senior management executives
at Fortune 500 companies.
This event will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
For participating libraries, check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Arlene and David Bertrand

Mr. and Mrs. Bertrand
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Arlene and David Bertrand celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on December 29.
The couple was married at Gesu
Church in University Heights, Ohio
and moved to New Jersey in 1968,
living first in Westfield, where they
raised three children, Laura, Julia
and Mark. They moved to Cranford

in 2010.
A weekend celebration was held
at their home in the Pocono Mountains with their children, their sonsin-law, Tom and Greg, and daughter-in-law, Harmony, their six
grandchildren, Sam, Maddie, Liam,
Trent, Grace and Delaney, and their
granddog, Annie.

Miller-Cory Invites Visitors
To Get ‘Snowed In’ Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Snowed In!” this Sunday,
January 13, from 2 to 4 p.m.
In early America, seasons were
timed to changes in the weather,
the phases of the moon and the
way crops grew. Each season meant
different activities for the farm
household. Even in the most severe weather, there were many
tasks to be taken care of.
The program on Sunday will provide a glimpse of an early American farm family’s busy routine even
when “snowed in.” Described as
appropriate for young children, this
program will include demonstrations of colonial-era winter chores,
storytelling and a children’s craft.
Light refreshments will be served.
Admission will be $3 for adults
and children age 13 and older, $2
for children ages 3 to 12, and free
for those under age 3.
Upcoming Sunday programs at
the museum include “Wake Up Mr.

Groundhog – Do All Animals Hibernate?” on January 27; “An Afternoon with Raggedy Ann and
Andy” on February 3, and “Vintage Valentines and Message in a
Bottle” on February 10.
The Miller-Cory Museum, built
in 1740, is listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New
Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.
The museum is available for
school, scout or other group tours
on weekdays during the morning
or after school. Other programs
include a showcase of 18th-century skills, during which volunteers demonstrate colonial-era
crafts and discuss 18th-century life
in New Jersey for interested
groups, including on-site at local
schools.
For more information, call (908)
232-1776
or
e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Fanwood Library to Screen
Hurricane of ’38 Monday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will screen the PBS
documentary Hurricane of ’38 on
Monday, January 14, at 12:30 p.m.
and again at 7 p.m. Screenings will
take place downstairs in the Fanwood
Room of the library.
Superstorm Sandy has been compared to the Hurricane of 1938, the
big difference was in the technology
of the times. As the storm made its
way across the Atlantic and up the
eastern seaboard, there was little
warning. Radar had not been invented.
The National Weather Bureau predicted the storm would blow itself
out at North Carolina – but it did not.
No one had ever seen a storm like
this. Before the system of assigning
names to hurricanes was initiated
during the early 1950s, tropical storms
and hurricanes were often named with

reference to the year of their occurrence and the area they devastated,
thus the name – The New England
Hurricane of 1938 – although some
people still refer to this storm as the
“Long Island Express,” referring to
its remarkable forward speed.
For those who lived through the
storm, it remains the weather event of
their lifetimes. More than $400 million (1938 dollars) in damage was
done and the storm took its place
among the “Great Hurricanes” in New
England’s history – along with the
storms of 1635 and 1815.
The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information about
this or any of the library’s other programs, check the events calendar at
fanwoodlibrary.org or call the library
at (908) 322-6400.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

SUNDAY SPECIAL
$2 OFF ANY 2 FOOTLONGS
$3 OFF ANY 3 FOOTLONGS

SUNDAY SPECIAL
FREE COOKIE WITH THIS AD!

Valid only at 106 Quimby Street, Westfield, NJ. Not combinable.

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of
assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, postdivorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200 www.dughihewit.com
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Unblemished Panthers Stop
SPF Raider Matmen, 45-18
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Any of several small tweaks could
have changed the outcome of the
match between the Roselle Park High
School Panthers and the young rebuilding Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team, but the Panthers garnered the
most points to set back the Raiders,
45-18, in Roselle Park on January4.
The 5-0 Panthers yielded two decisions and two falls to the Raiders.
Three bouts were decided by one
point and one by three points.
“One of the main things I was preaching to the kids this week was not to give
up bonus points. Roselle Park is his-

torically a very stingy wrestling team.
They don’t give up a lot of bonus
points, but I was pretty happy that we
got bonus at six and bonus at heavyweight, which put us right back in the
game. Unfortunately, we dropped 10
bouts all together and you’re not going
to win that kind of match,” said Raider
Head Coach TJ Gavor.
The match began at 160-lbs. where
Panther Steve Loevsky notched a 105 decision over Dominic Pigna. The
Panthers won via a forfeit at 170 and
Allen Nunez pulled out a third period, 5-2 decision over junior Matt
Ridge at 182 to give the Panthers a
12-0 lead.

Alex Mirabella got the best of Marc
Signorello via an escape at 195-lbs to
give the Raiders their first victory. “It
was a good match all around. He tried
to get me a couple of times; I tried to
get him to his back, but he was tough.
I knew I had to get up in the third
period; I just had to get up,” said
Mirabella.
Panther Vinny Picarelli followed
with a fall at 220. Senior Anthony
Tufaro, who placed eighth in the states
last year, came out ready and dropped
heavyweight Max Guerrier to his back
in 1:22 to up his record to 6-1.
“He’s a strong kid. I got a front
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANGLING TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil Sean Elliott angles to the basket in the game against Governor Livingston at
Roselle Catholic High School on January 3.

TORESCO, SEAN ELLIOTT 7 PTs EACH; KANE 5 STEALS

Blue Devil B’ballers Nudge
GL Highlander Boys, 32-29
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense took a front seat in Game
1 of the Hoops for Troops Classic,
but the Westfield High School boys
basketball team managed to nudge
past Governor Livingston, 32-29, at
Roselle Catholic High School on
January 3.

Along with a dogged defense came
a multitude of steals on the part of
both teams. Junior forward Dave
Kane, who finished with two points,
four rebounds and an assist, led the 51 Blue Devils with five thefts. Senior
center Scott Toresco, who led the
team with seven rebounds and had
seven points, also had four steals.

Senior guard Keegan Hess had two
steals, two assists, two points and two
rebounds. Junior guard Dylan Elliott
had five points, two steals and an
assist. Sean Elliott sank seven points,
Nick Mele netted six points, point
guard Danny Mitchell had two points
and Chris Sweeney had one point.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HARD TO KEEP UP WITH…Blue Devil Jackie Knapp, No. 2, zooms down court as Crusader guard Pati Bailey, No. 10,
attempts to keep up with her.

SCOTT SCORES 16, KNAPP 12 PTS, FRIEDMAN 12 RBS

Lady Blue Devils Paralyze
Crusader B’ballers, 50-35
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numerous acts of theft, control of
the boards and effective fast breaks
put the Westfield High School girls
basketball team on the super highway to a 50-35 humbling of the AL
Johnson Crusaders in Westfield on
January 4.
Sophomore guards Lilly Scott (3
assists, 4 rebounds) and Jackie Knapp

(4 assists) took care of business with
the scoring, bucketing 16 and 12
points, respectively. Junior Carly
Friedman scored eight points and led
the team with 12 rebounds, including
four offensive. Senior center Colleen
Gallagher (4 points) pulled seven rebounds and Knapp also grabbed seven
boards.
“We had to make sure we closed in,
went for shots. We each found a per-

son to box out, so we could get the
ball. Rebounding has been our challenge this year, so we made an effort
in practice,” Knapp said.
“We got a body on someone. It
worked out. Coach Marino has implemented a wonderful defense. The
way he sets up the defense, he allows
us to utilize quick hands and then we
can get those steals and look for each
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FULLER, ALDANA WIN KEY BOUTS; KANIA PINS IN 5:59

Blue Devil Wrestlers Silence
Linden Tiger Matmen, 59-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Missing several competitors from
its normal lineup, the Linden Tigers
could not keep pace with the Westfield
High School wrestling team that rolled
to a 59-8 victory in Westfield on January 7. However, the 4-1 Blue Devils
won key bouts at 113-lbs and 126-lbs
and topped it off when heavyweight
Kyle Kania recorded a pin in the final
second of the final bout.
After Nick Kalimtzis pinned Tiger
Javier Arrondondo in 40 seconds with
a wrist/half nelson at 106-lbs, Blue
Devil John Fuller yielded a first-period takedown but battled back in the
second period to gain an escape and a
backdoor takedown to defeat Josh
Sheehy, 3-2, at 113-lbs. Just three
days before, Sheehy placed first at
the Minuteman Invitational.
“At the Nutley Tournament, I beat
him, 2-1, then when he took me down,
I knew that I had to get back. He felt
a little stronger than I remembered.
Coach told me I had to get back out
there with that mental toughness. I
wore him down in the second period.
I took him down and I was able to
keep him down. It was basically a
matter of I just wanted to win more
than he did,” Fuller said.
The 2-3 Tigers got on the

scoreboard when Nick Tekula recorded a 16-1, technical fall in 4:51
over Yusef Dwider at 120-lbs. Last
year, Tekula was a District 11 champion at 106-lbs and MVP.
At 126-lbs, Blue Devil Anthony
Aldana, after headhunting for a reversal in the third period, recorded a

takedown at the buzzer in the first
overtime to nip Dan Tibere, 4-2.
“At Nutley [Tournament], I think
he placed second or first. I was ready
for a tough match. Linden kids always come out strong, but you can
beat them in the third period. I was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

This elegantly appointed, luxury residence is set on nearly a half
acre of manicured, professionally landscaped property. Expert
craftsmanship and uncompromising attention to detail are evident in
this exquisite home combining formal living areas and casual space
to accommodate today’s lifestyles. An impressive two-story foyer
and Living Room, sweeping staircase and grand proportioned rooms
complemented by gleaming hardwood floors and custom
architectural details are just a few of the captivating features offered
in this fine WESTFIELD home.
Offered for $1,799,000
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

#1 Realtor
Buyer Controlled Sales ~3 years

#2 Realtor
Overall Production 2011

Coldwell Banker
#1 Real Estate Office
Residential Brokerage Westfield East
908.233.5555 or 908.301.2004

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT THE BACK DOOR…Blue Devil John Fuller, front, slips out the back door
to get a takedown on Tiger Josh Sheehy.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
Listings
and Open
Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2011 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2011

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Lady Raiders, Cougars Tie
For Second at UC Relays

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLD THAT TIGER…Blue Devil Anthony Aldana, right, defeated Dan Tibere,
4-2, in overtime at 126-lbs.

Blue Devils Top Tigers, 59-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

looking for a Peterson [reversal]. It
wasn’t there, but I got it [reversal]
anyhow,” Aldana said.
Twice in the overtime Aldana came
so close to getting the takedown but
came up short.
“I thought I had it myself, but I
wasn’t too worried,” Aldana said.
Matt Barber tallied three takedowns,
an arm bar tilt and a pair of penalty
points to grab a 10-0, majority decision over Tiger Ramiro Lopez-Crespo
at 132-lbs. Nick Velez recorded four
double-leg takedowns and a nearfall
to seize a 14-2, majority decision over
Tom Clemente at 138-lbs. At 145-lbs,
Blue Devil Nick Rotondo used a wrist/
half nelson to show Carlos Raphael
Tovar the lights in 1:08.
Jerek Gozdieski recorded three
takedowns, an escape and two penalty points to defeat Tiger Maslin
Pierre, 9-2, at 152-lbs. Colin Barber
received a forfeit at 160-lbs then Kevin
Frega pinned Lester Dwah in 1:04
with a wrist/half nelson at 170-lbs to
make the team score, 41-5.

Blue Devil Matmen Nip
East Brunswick, 30-29
The Westfield High School wrestling team managed to get one more
bonus point than East Brunswick to
pull out a 30-29 victory on January 5.
Brian Bulger (182) and heavyweight
Kyle Kania each recorded pins. John
Fuller (120), Anthony Aldana (126),
Matt Barber (132) and Nick Rotondo
(145) each recorded decisions, and
Chris Hoerle (106) received a forfeit.
Colin Barber (160) dropped a 3-1
decision to Jon Schleiffer, ranked No.
1 in the state.

Brian Bulger scored a double-leg
takedown and a switch reversal before
settling Tiger Anthony Torres with a
wrist/half nelson in 2:54 at 182-lbs.
Nick Arnold took only 44 seconds to
smother Mike Tisdall at 195-lbs then
the Tigers won their second bout of the
evening when Chris Gonzalez scored
all of his points in the second period,
including a two-point tilt, to top Cotter
Spurlock, 5-3, at 220-lbs.
At heavyweight, Kania had a 1-0
lead late in the third period when he
took Edwin Rodrigues to the mat
with a double-leg takedown and
pinned him at the buzzer.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — Kalimtzis (W) p Arrendondo, :40
113: — Fuller (W) d Sheehy, 3-2
120: — Tekula (L) tf Dwider, 16-1 4:51
126: — Aldana (W) d Tibere, 4-2 OT
132: — Barber (W) md Lopez-Crespo,
10-0
138: — Velez (W) md Clemente, 14-2
145: — Rotondo (W) p Tovar, 1:08
152: — Gozdieski (W) d Pierre, 9-2
160: — Barber (W) won forfeit
170: — Frega (W) p Dwah, 1:04
182: — Bulger (W) p Torres, 2:54
195: — Arnold (W) p Tisdall, :44
220: — Gonzales (L) d Spurlock, 5-3
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Rodriguez, 5:59

Cougar Matmen Win
Two of Three Matches
The Cranford High School wrestling team defeated Hackettstown, 4224, and Clifton, 38-32, and lost to
North Bergen, 39-27, on January 5.
Jimmy Dwyer won two bouts at 170lbs and one at 160-lbs. Jeff Weiss
(220) and heavyweight Jon ElKhoury
won all three of their bouts. Mike
Cappello (145), Gavin Murray (132),
Corey Markovich (182) and Rob
Kessler (195) won two bouts.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls and the Cranford Cougars tied for second at the Union
County Relays at the Jersey City Armory on January 5. The Raiders and
the Cougars totaled 30 points behind
Union at 57. The Westfield girls took
sixth at 20 points, while the Blue
Devil boys placed fifth in their relays
with a 16 total. Union Catholic won
the boys with 72 points.
Blue Devils Lily Burtness, Meghan
O’Dwyer, Gabby Stravach and Emily
McBain took top honors in the 4x800
with a time of 10:05.81. Cougars
Erica Faraone, Keara Reilly, Megan
Romanovich and Katia Oltmann finished fourth at 10:59.41. Cougars
Bryanna Grant and Regine Hunter
won the high jump with a height of 98, followed closely by Raiders Christine Miklas (6-0 – highest jump) and
Christine Charles at 9-6.
Cougars Ashley McGuire, Grant,
Kate Demer and Hunter crossed second in the shuttle hurdles at 33.91.
Raiders Leah Salituro, Tori Baliatico,
Kailyn Reilly and Miklas crossed
fourth at 34.54. Raiders Devora Ward,
Amber Simmons, Charles and
Dariana DeVore finished third in the
4x200 at 1:50.82, followed by Cougars McGuire, Grant, Demer and
Hunter at 1:52.69. Blue Devils Jenna
Helfand, Cali Chambliss, Elena
Chermak and Sophia Goldschmidt

Cougar Matmen Stop
Gov. Livingston, 40-25
The Cranford High School wrestling team came on strong in the upper weights to roll past Governor
Livingston, 40-25, in Berkeley
Heights on January 4.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: —Jon ElKhoury (C) p Sean
Tomlinson, 2:17
106: — Chris Sergio (G) d Chase
Gunther, 4-3
113: — Joe Colder (G) p Nick
Scaramuzzi, :33
120: — Jon Mele (G) md Andrew
Tompkins, 9-1
126: — Austin Senkarik (G) d Dave
Busch, 4-2
132: — Gavin Murray (C) won forfeit
138: — Ryan Hoy (G) d Nick Frediani, 6-1
145: — Nico Cappello (C) p Andrew
Lipnick, 1:18
152: — Jeremy Klein (G) d Corey Birch,
11-6
160: — Jim Dwyer (C) md TJ Nicholson,
14-0
170: — Matt DiMartino (C) p Mike
Butkerait, 2:42
182: — Corey Markovitch (C) p Jay
Luciani, 4:43
195: — Shane Haddad (G) d Rob Kessler,
15-11
220: — Jeff Weiss (C) p DJ McHugh,
2:46

finished sixth at 1:53.92.
Ward, Justine Valdes, DeVore and
Baliatico finished second in the 4x400
at 4:16.94. Raiders Sam Renfree, Lia
Gordon and Erica Waltsak placed
fourth in the shot put with a distance
of 82-11.75. Blue Devils Erica
Fischer, Amanda Fischer, Natalie
Marcotullio and Johanna Mermer
placed second in the distance medley
relay at 13:21.2. Cougars Amanda
Bush, Laura Van Horn, Jenna
Ellenbacher and Oltmann finished
fifth at 13:39.4. Ellenbacher,
McGuire, Van Horn and Kasey
Donohue crossed fifth in the sprint
medley relay at 4:38.07, followed by
Blue Devils Chambliss, Helfand,
Chermak and Elisabeth Neylan at
4:44.19.
Blue Devils Kevin Smith, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Matt
Luppino crossed first in the boys distance medley relay at 10:51.95. Rob
Marczydlo, Dalton Herzog, Jimmy
Jin and Jason Colasanti finished fifth
in the 4x800 at 8:44.33. Dan Kuhn,
Sid Douglas, Paul Lizzo and Pat Terry
crossed fifth in the sprint medley relay at 3:50.32. Obiajulu and John
Savorgiannakis placed fifth in the high
jump with a height of 11-3. Cougars
Rob O’Shaughnessy, Ryan McSherry
and Brian Foye placed fifth in the
shot put with a distance of 115-6.75.

Raider Tufaro Gets 1st
At Goles Mat Tourney
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School heavyweight Anthony
Tufaro, ranked No. 2 in the state,
captured top honors at the John Goles
wrestling tournament at Warren Hills
High School on December 28.
Matt Ridge at 170-lbs and Dein
Rice at 152 each placed third. JT
Beirne (113) and Brian Lapham
(138) each placed fourth.

Raider Matmen Beat
Rahway Indians, 43-28
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team won nine of
14 bouts to defeat Rahway, 43-28, on
January 5. Bill Benavides (138), Alex
Mirabella (182) and Dan Van Brunt
(195) recorded pins. JT Beirne (113)
recorded a 16-1 technical fall and
Tommy Cunningham (120) recorded
a 21-4 tech fall. Dein Rice (152) and
Dom Pigna (160) each recorded 5-2
decisions. Brian Lapham grabbed a
7-5, overtime victory over Isaac
Valentin at 132-lbs. Heavyweight
Anthony Tufaro received a forfeit.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING CONTROLLING INTERESTS…Raider Brian Lapham, top, claimed
a 4-0 decision over Matt Swain at 132-lbs.

Panthers Rap Raider Matmen
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

head; he was leaning towards that leg
so I knew I had it. When we went out
again, I couldn’t get it. We came back
in, he was edging towards the mat; I
circled myself out so I could have the
edge of the mat to my back, took him
down, got an arm bar, put my leg in
and went across his face for a crossface and turned him over,” Tufaro
explained.
In a wild bout at 106, Raider freshman Jasmar Philippe utilizing his
aggressive nature on the mat ended
his bout by showing Chris Gural the
lights in 5:57.
“I used my weight to my advantage, because he was a couple of
pounds lighter than me. I got him into
a half nelson, squeezed as tight as I
can and tried keeping him there. When
I heard that I got the pin, I was very
excited and happy,” said Philippe.
A highly anticipated battle came at
113-lbs. between senior Panther John
DeVito (third in the County and Region) and sophomore JT Bierne.
DeVito escaped in the third period
with 10 seconds left to claim victory.
“Obviously, John is a very good
wrestler. He pinned me last year, so I
worked very hard in the off-season. I
came out aggressive, because he is
very strong, but basically we played
defense the whole match, and it could
have gone either way. He held me
down for two minutes; he got out on
bottom, I could not hold him down; it
was awfully hard. Hopefully I will
see him in counties or regions; I’ve
come along way since my freshman
year,” said Bierne.
At 120-lbs., Mike Figuardo managed to escape the clutches of Raider
sophomore Tommy Cunningham to
win a 1-0 decision. Panther Josh
Gorgich got two takedowns and a

reversal to defeat Steve Carrion, 6-2,
in the 126-lb. class.
Raider Brian Lapham looked impressive at 132-lbs, and proved it in a
thriller against Matt Swain when he
recorded two takedowns to claim a 40 decision.
“I tried to get off to a very quick
pace, was able to control the ties and
got to my trot and finished in the
middle. Once I took him down, I
knew I was able to keep him down
and that was the plan. Unfortunately,
I could not get the turn, but it was a
win,” said Lapham.
Bobby Vail, gave the Panthers a 126 decision at 138. At 145-lbs., Joe
Fulinello won with a fall and Brad
Carle gave his team their final win
with a third period fall at 152-lbs.
“Cunningham fought a really nice
match; 1-0, JT Bierne, a 1-0 match,
Carrion was in there with a four point
loss, but for the most part, my main
guys who I was preaching to, to not
give up bonus points did what they
were supposed to do. We have just two
big holes to fill at 38 and 45 right now;
that’s 12 points and you can’t come
back from that,” said Coach Gavor.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: - Loevsky (RP) d. Pigna, 10-5
170: - Woods (RP) won forfeit
182: - Nunez (RP) d. Ridge, 5-2
195: - Mirabella (SPF) d. Signorello, 1-0
220: - Picarelli (RP) p. Van Brunt, 1:23
Hwt: -Tufaro (SPF) p. Guerrier, 1:22
106: - Philippe (SPF) p. Gural, 5:57
113: - DeVito (RP) d. Beirne, 1-0
120: - Figuardo (RP) d. Cunningham, 3-2
126: - Gorgich (RP) d. Carrion, 6-2
132: - Lapham (SPF) d. Swain, 4-0
138: - Vail (RP) d. Benavides, 12-6
145: - Fulinello (RP) p. Liebrich, 0:41
152: - Carle (RP) p. Rice, 5: 50

Probitas Verus Honos

View Thousands of Homes Online

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 1/13 • 1-4PM
11 Trails End Court

Mountainside

$479,000

Cust Hm in great loc, Fam Rm w/vaulted ceil
& river stone fpl, Lr w/fpl, Updt Ei-Kit, lrg
Din Rm, deck, fnc'd yard.
Agent: Diane Kontra

MLS: 2982732

Clark

$569,000

Stunning custom home completely renovated
- 4BRS/2.5BA, 2 att gar,Hwdflrs , SS apps ,new
ktch & bths. Lrg prvt yard.
Agent: Jodi Luminiello

MLS: 2983740

Westfield

$699,000

Newer Col 2 Stry Foy, Open Flr Plan w/cath
ceil. 4 BR/2.5 BA, 1st FL Office, 1300SF fin
bsmt, 2 zone HA/CAC on culdesac.
Agent: Susan Wilson

MLS: 2966020

Garwood

$374,900

Very spacious 4BR/3BA Col w/ lrg LR & formal
DR, sunny FR w/fpl, Kit w/brkfst area &
fenced yard w/ patio.
Agent: Mary “Kathy” Collins

MLS: 2967736

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 1/13 • 1-4PM
406 Clark Street

Plainfield

$300,000

Enchanting 3BR Col in heart of Sleepy
Hollow. Updated EIK, baths, wood flrs, 1st
flr FR & sunrm. Larger than it looks!
Agent: Cynthia Alexander

MLS: 2974712

Westfield

$484,900

Charming 3BR/1.1BA Col ideally located near
schools, town, NYC trans. Deep lot, new kit
w/SS & granite,updt BAs,HW flrs.
Agent: Gerald Robinson

MLS: 2983702

Westfield

$550,000

Col/Cape-New Kitchen, Master BA,HVACNewer Windows & roof. Freshly Painted w/
Partially Finished Bsmt. Move right in!
Agent: Betty Ann Keller

MLS: 2985671

Westfield

$925,000

31 Fairhill Rd. Rare opportunity! 5BR Col.
on 1/2 acre in Brightwood. Lg kit w granite,
fam rm,fml lv & dn rm, office.
Agent: Francesca Azzara

MLS: 2984475

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Extra! Extra!
Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mar
ood Store
Martt FFood
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Gar
wood
Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)
King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)
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Area stores that carry The
7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Gar
wood Shoprite
Garwood
563 North Ave. (Leader)
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Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)
Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)
Wallis Stationer
Stationeryy
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of W
Westfield
estfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)
Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Exxon Tiger Mar
Martt
421 Central Ave. (Leader)
Krauszer
’s
Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield TTobacco
obacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Rober
Robertt Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mar
Martt
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

SMITH SINKS 13 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI SCORES 12

McCOY NETS 17, 7 RBs; McGOVERN GETS 9 PTs, 8 RBs

Rahway Edges Cougar Boys
With Full-Court Press, 55-51

N. Hunterdon Lions Outlast
Lady Cougar Cagers, 45-39

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing by nine points midway
through the third quarter, the Rahway
High School boys basketball team
did what it has been known to do best,
establish a full-court press that
worked, and pulled out a 55-51 victory over the Cranford Cougars in
Cranford on January 4.
The Cougars, playing without starter
Stephan Fedorchak (injured wrist)
were hot underneath the boards in the
first quarter with the effective shooting of senior center Reggie Green,

who rolled in eight of his nine points
to give his team a 17-10 lead. Junior
John Oblachinski sank four of his 12
points, and Chris Wills hit three of his
eight points in the quarter. Matt Smith
put in two points, but his accurate
shooting later in the game would give
him a team-leading 13 points.
The Indians hit four straight free
throws early in the second quarter to
narrow the gap to 17-14 then Chris
Wills broke their streak with a 2pointer. By halftime, the Indians had
reduced the Cougars’ lead to 26-22.
Wills totaled five points in the quarter

3-pointers and a 2-pointer.
Oblachinski hit three 2-pointers, and
at one time the Cougars stretched
their lead to nine points.
The full-court press set in and the
Indians got the Cougars to make bad
passes and created several steals that
were converted to lay-ups. By the
beginning of the fourth quarter, the
Cougars’ lead was cut to four points,
41-37.
The Indians chipped away until
they knotted the score, 42-42 with
5:30 remaining in the game then seconds later took a 44-42 lead. One
minute later, Oblachinski hit a 2pointer for the tie then Rahway regained the lead, 48-44, with a pair of
free throws and a lay-up. Smith
banged a 3-pointer and Tommy Trotter sank a free throw to tie the score,
48-48, with 1:50 left.
The Indians went to the line and
sank one of two free throws then
converted a steal to a lay-up to grab a
51-48 lead with 1:15 left. Guarino
rolled in a lay-up 10 seconds later,
but Rahway sank a free throw to
make the score 52-50 with 37.2 on
the clock. Trotter sank a free throw
11 seconds later, but the Indians hit a
free throw and converted another steal
to a lay-up to finalize the scoring.
Rahway
Cranford

10 12 15 18
17 9 15 10

55
51

R.C. Lady Lions Stop
Cougar Cagers, 51-41
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO SLIP THROUGH…Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1, looks to
dribble past a Rahway defender. More at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Raider Cagers Crunch
Kardinal Boys, 63-41
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team improved to 5-3 with a 63-41 bouncing
of the Kearny Kardinals in Scotch
Plains on January 5. Xavier NoelBrooks bucketed 14 points and added
10 assists and 10 rebounds. Tom
Bonacum scored 25 points.
Kearny
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

6 9 12 14
12 14 17 20

41
63

and Mike Guariello, who finished the
game with seven points, sank four
points.
With 5:22 on the clock in the third
quarter, the Indians shrank the Cougars’ lead to 31-29, but Smith got hot
from the outside and banged a pair of

The 7-0 Roselle Catholic High
School girls basketball team remained
unbeaten with a 51-41 victory over
the 6-1 Cranford Cougars on January
4. Jenna Goeller scored 12 points and
Carly Maucione sank 11, while Jess
McCoy and Mairead McKeary each
scored seven points for the Cougars.
Cranford
Roselle Cath.

10
12

8 8 15
9 15 15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One day after dropping a tough
game to the 7-0 Roselle Catholic High
School Lions for their first setback,
the Cranford Cougar basketball Ladies experienced another tough setback, this time to the 7-1 North
Hunterdon Lions, 45-39, in Cranford
on January 5.
“Both of them are very good teams.
North Hunterdon runs their offense
very well. They get open shots. When
they don’t have their open shots, they
run through them until they get something. They try to make you fall asleep
on defense,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.
For the most part, the 6-2 Cougars
and the Lions kept within two to three
points of each other until late in the
forth quarter when deliberate fouling
became a necessity for Cranford.
Cougar Jess McCoy led all scorers
with 17 points, including a nine-point
spurt in the second quarter. McCoy
also pulled down seven rebounds and
added a pair of assists. Center Kaitlin
McGovern had eight rebounds and
scored nine points, which included
4-for-6 from the free throw line. The
Cougars finished 9-for-12 (75 percent) from the line, while the Lions
had some difficulty, hitting 7-for-22
(32 percent) from the line.
“We do practice a lot of foul shots,
because you never know what kind of
situation you are going to get into at
the end of the game where you are
going to need those,” Coach Dyer
said.
Cougar point guard Jenna Goeller
sank nine points, including a pair of

3-pointers, and added four assists and
two steals. Forward Carly Maucione
had four points. Mairead McKeary
had an assist and two rebounds, and
Kerry Wischesen had an assist and
three rebounds.
The Lions had trouble penetrating
the Cougars’ defense but did have
some success from the outside, hitting six 3-pointers. Caroline Giordano
led her team with 10 points, including two 3-pointers. Hailey Stine had
nine points, including a pair of 3pointers, and Allison Lane also had
nine points. Christine Young and Jill
Bellofatto each hit a 3-pointer.
“We are a team that likes to go. So
when a team kind of slows us down,
it’s a little bit of a helter skelter issue
for us, but for the most part we did a

good job of blocking their backdoor
cuts and underneath the basket,”
Coach Dyer said.
Offensively, the Cougars did work
the ball well and set up several fine
plays, but they failed to finish some
seemingly easy lay-ups.
“Offensively, we had a hard time
hitting our shots. We had a hard time
setting things today. The shots were
there, but they were not going in. Yesterday was along night for us. One of
our JV players was injured and it just
carried on. To bounce back from a
tough game yesterday and come back
today and try to fight through that was
asking a lot,” Coach Dyer said.
The Lions had an 8-4 lead in the
first quarter until Goeller nailed a 3CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE BALL…Cougar guard Jenna Goeller, No. 4, attempts to
tip the ball from Lion Hailey Stine, No. 2.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

41
51

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

CALL AND ASK ABOUT
OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Raider Cagers Down
Lady Cardinals, 68-64
Senior Taylor Sebolao bucketed 20
points, Tabitha Dwunfour rolled in
13 and Katie Harper scored 10 points
to lead the 5-2 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team to
a 68-64 victory over Plainfield on
January 4.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Plainfield

16 15 12 25
12 12 18 22

The 1-2 punch of Tom Bonacum
and Xavier Noel-Brooks allowed the
4-3 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to rap
St. Mary of Elizabeth, 47-32, in Elizabeth on January 4. Bonacum put in 20
points and Brooks sank 15.
11 16
10 8

8 12
8 6

Probitas Verus Honos

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Hye Young Choi
Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

68
64

Raider Boy Cagers Rip
St. Mary (Eliz.), 47-32

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
St. Mary (Eliz.)

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include
full-size washer/dryer. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool,
fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

SCOTCH PLAINS
$919,900
One floor living at its best! 4+BR, 4.2 bath,Acre
property in desirable neighborhood, Finished
bsmnt, High ceilings, Custom kit. MLS 2984276

WESTFIELD
$849,900
Immaculate 5BR, 2 1/2 bath Col LR w/frplc, FDR,
EIK,1st flr FR+office/den, MBR ste, 3rd flr retreat,
w/o bsmt w/rec rm & summer kit. MLS 2966905

SCOTCH PLAINS
$749,000
CH custom built Colonial, great flow for entertaining, 4BRs, 3.1 baths, full fin rec/exercise rm & office.
MLS 2954462
Inground pool, private oasis.

SCOTCH PLAINS
$746,900
Immaculate 3BR, 2 1/2 bath Ranch w/beautiful
winter views. Wondeful open floor plan, Updated
MLS 2977757
baths & EIK open to FR.

SCOTCH PLAINS
$699,900
Spectacular all brick CH Col on over an acre, new
granite counters, new Mstr bath and foyer, Parking for
MLS 2972950
over 15 cars. Must be seen.

SCOTCH PLAINS
$689,000
Spacious 10 Room, 5-6 Bedroom, 3Bath
Colonial, Cul-de-sac, 2 zone Heat/CAC, .964
arces, 2 tier deck, 2 Family Rms. MLS 2968661

SCOTCH PLAINS
$649,900
Sprawling 10 room Ranch on .94 acre - 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Spacious Family Rm w/fireplace,
fabulous screened porch & more. MLS 2970647

WESTFIELD
$599,900
Immac 4BR, 2 1/2 bath home on nice lot feat. LR
w/cathedral ceiling, FDR, EIK, MBR w/full bath &
MLS 2975702
large Family Room.

WESTFIELD
$589,500
Historic Scudder House on .72ac, 9rm, 4BR, 2
1/2 bath Col Frmhse, rich in historical character,
32' LR, DR w/orig fp many updts.MLS 2981326

BERKELEY HEIGHTS
$589,000
Custom 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath home on .42
acre. Wondeful updates throughout. Spacious
MLS 2985944
family room with fireplace.

WESTFIELD
$449,900
Great opportunity...3BR, 2 1/2 bath home w/
open floor plan on nice lot w/Family Rm and
master bath. Needs some TLC. MLS 2984318

WESTFIELD
$449,000
Charming 2-3BR Cape w/updtd kit & bath,
deep lot w/IG pool, deck, patio. Convenient
location near school & transp. MLS 2981608

866.379.4541
for hours and directions

47
32

ClubAtAutumnRidge.com
Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate
908-301-2015, Direct
Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 13th 1-4PM • 841 East Broad Street

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
Westfield. Historic Scudder House on approx .72 acre. 9 RM, 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH colonial farmhouse rich in historical character &
original architecture. Lovingly maintained and updated through the years. Period millwork, hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, w/flexible
floor plan.1st flr MBR 17x16 w/ private BTH and separate entrance or family room . Updated KIT/BTHS, newer roof, windows,
electric, furnace & CAC.LR 32x14 w/fireplace, DR 19x12 w/original fireplace, veranda type screen porch across back of house
overlooks private yard. Architectural plans for expansion by Vincentsen available. Priced to sell for immediate closing. $589,500.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169
© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Westfield PAL White Team
Cruises Past Hillsborough

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAJOR SCORING THREAT…Sophomore Lil Scott, No. 20, scored 16 points
against the Johnson Crusaders on January 4.

Blue Devils Paralyze ALJ

Westfield PAL Wrestling White
Team scored a decisive victory against
Hillsborough, 52-28, on January 5 at
Hillsborough Middle School. The
victory puts the White Team at 3-0 on
the season in Raritan Valley League
action.
Westfield got off to a fast start with
newcomers, Jonathan Scalia and
Jayden Moore, who each scored third
period pins. After a major decision by
Ethan Composto, Luke Jacob, CJ Maz
and Quinn Gimblette added first period pins, putting the match essentially out of reach.
In all, Westfield won it first nine
matches, shooting out to a 46-0 lead,
before Hillsborough climbed back to
narrow the gap.
“Our team looked very sharp tonight,” said coach Michael Price. “Our

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

other on fast breaks,” Scott said.
“We have really been working on
hitting the boards harder now. The
steals are going to come, because we
have speed. Our girls are in position
to jump to the ball, and they are going
to make things happen that way. Lilly
and Jackie make some good things
happen, and Colleen had a nice day
today. She went hard under the boards.
She made some shots. She battled
very hard. Carly has been coming
along strong. She is a strong girl, and
when she gets inside, she can bang
with the best,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Joe Marino said.
Sophomore Megan Mondon, who
scored six points and had two rebounds, made five steals, and along
with Scott and Knapp, accounted for
14 of the Blue Devils’ steals, most
which were converted to lay-ups.
“They work very well together.
They look out for each other. They
are not selfish with the ball,” Coach
Marino said.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains held a meeting on January
3, 2013 to adopt the following Resolutions:
Tara and Luke Bozetarnik, granted
permission to retain a 6 feet high fence
which has been installed in the front yard
area at 2108 Coles Avenue, Block 2604,
Lot 14.
Elaine Manfredonia, granted a variance to install a 6 feet high fence in what is
known as the front yard of a corner lot at
2346 promenade, Block 8101, Lot 2.
Julia Beaumont, granted a variance for
a rear yard setback to construct a deck at
413 Farley Avenue, Block 501, Lot 29.
George Ibrahim, granted a variance to
install a 7 feet x 7 feet storage shed at 2357
Westfield Avenue, Block 3501, Lot 14.02.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/10/13, The Times
Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO.: F-020987-12
FILE NO.: 37.2344
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
YOCASTA ACOSTA
You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiffs Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint in a civil
action in which THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATE
HOLDERS CWALT, INC. ALTERNATIVE
LOAN TRUST 20 is plaintiff and MONIQUE
HUTCHINSON
AND
MARK
HUTCHINSON, WIFE AND HUSBAND;
THEREZ JAMES, OCCUPANT; YOCASTA
ACOSTA, BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., et
als. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey within thirty-five
(35) days after January 10, 2013 exclusive
of said date. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the rules governing the
courts.
You are further advised that if you cannot afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJLAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling the Lawyer Referral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies in the county of
venue are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Services: 908-353-4715, Legal Services:
908-354-4340.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
October 8, 2004, recorded on October 15,
2004, in Book 10884, Page 0373, made by
MONIQUE HUTCHINSON AND MARK
HUTCHINSON, MARRIED TO EACH
OTHER, to the plaintiff and covers real
estate located at 1749 PARK STREET,
RAHWAY, NEW JERSEY 07065, Tax Lot
17, Block 368.
Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), mediation is available through the New Jersey Courts. Forms and instructions may be
obtained on the Court's web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.
You, YOCASTA ACOSTA are made a
defendant because you hold a mortgage/
lien/judgment that may affect the mortgage premises and the mortgage being
foreclosed herein. You are entitled to Notice of this action for any right, title, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against said
mortgage premises and your lien or encumbrance on the mortgages premises is
subject to plaintiffs mortgage.
Dated: January 2, 2013
Jennifer M. Perez
Superior Court Clerk
Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $69.36

The 4-4 Blue Devils’ quick hands
and team speed was quite evident in
the first quarter when they seized a
15-0 lead. Every point, with the exception of a put-back lay-up, was
accompanied with an assist.
Crusader Chrissy Bonaccorso sank
10 of her 14 points in the second
quarter as ALJ narrowed the Blue
Devils’ lead to 26-17 at the half, but
Knapp and Friedman each sank six
points, Scott sank four and Olivia
Luzzi (4 points, 2 rebounds) scored
two points to put Westfield ahead, 4428, entering the fourth quarter. Knapp
added a pair of lay-ups and Gallagher
hit a pair of free throws in the fourth
quarter.
With the smooth victory over the
Crusaders, the Blue Devils appear to
be getting more comfortable with the
execution of their fast breaks.
“I think so. I think it’s because we
have really quick guards, and we are
able to get steals. That’s where our
points will come through transition.
It will wear teams down in the long
run,” Scott said.
“We are starting to get better. At the
beginning of the season, it was a little
sad. We are working on that now,
because we are controlling the boards
and getting second shots. We are getting fast breaks. That’s where we get
most of our points from,” Knapp said.
The very next day, the Blue Devils
extinguished the hosting Roselle
Rams, 61-27. Scott had 25 points,
Knapp had 15 points and Luzzi sank
11 points.
AL Johnson
Westfield
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on January 23,
2013 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 25 Elm Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 49 Lot 6.02,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Vincenza & Peter Vosseler.
The applicant requests Installing Residential Home Generator which is in violation of:
Section 184.134I of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Residential accessory set back of house generator; Permitted: 5 feet; Present: N/A; Proposed: 1.5 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Vincenza & Peter Vosseler
25 Elm Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
1 T - 1/10/13, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that Sprint Spectrum
L.P. and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC,
the lessees of a portion of property known
as 57 South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey and shown on the Fanwood Tax Assessment Map as Block 55, Lots 8 & 9.01,
have made application to the Fanwood
Planning Board for site plan approval to
construct a temporary wireless communications facility on the property. The temporary facility is required to replace an existing facility that has been taken off the air
due to the impending Public Service Electric and Gas Company (“PSE&G”) tower
replacement project. The applicants have
requested a use variance as only one
tower is permitted in the zone, and variances to permit the facility to be setback 3
feet from the rear property line, rather than
25 feet, a setback from the property line for
the tower of 20 feet, rather than 150 feet; a
front yard setback of 105 feet, rather than
150 feet, 21 feet to the side yard, rather
than 150 feet, a setback to a residential
property of 120 feet, rather than 450 feet,
a setback to vacant residential zone of 320
feet, rather than 450 feet, a setback to a
nonappurtenant building of 65 feet, rather
than 150 feet, and to permit a tower height
of 150 feet; together with any additional
variances, waivers or other relief required
by the Board after its review of this application.
The Planning Board has scheduled a
public hearing to review the application for
January 23, 2013, at 7:30 P.M. at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time you may appear if you wish to be
heard with respect to this application. The
documents and plans in support of this
project are available for inspection at the
office of the planning board at the Borough
Hall during normal business hours.
Gregory D. Meese
Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicants
1 T - 1/10/13, The Times
Fee: $41.82

N. Hunterdon Raps
Cougar Cagers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

pointer just before the buzzer. The
Lions hit three 3-pointers and won
the second quarter, 16-15, to take a
24-22 lead at the half, but Goeller
assisted McCoy four times, accounting for her nine-point spurt. McKeary
assisted McGovern for two points.
The Lions hit two more 3-pointers
in the third quarter and extended their
lead to 35-32. Goeller hit her second
3-pointer and a pair of free throws,
McGovern hit three from the line and
McCoy add a 2-pointer. The Lions hit
another 3-pointer and had a 40-36
lead with 2:49 remaining then after
trading 2-pointers, the Cougars were
forced to foul. Giordano hit two from
the line to make the score, 44-39,
with 53.6 seconds remaining.
Giordano added another free throw
just before time ran out.
“We are going to take a day off to
relax, and they know Monday what
we have to do for next week,” Coach
Dyer said.
N. Hunterdon
Cranford
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wrestlers were aggressive, shooting
right off the whistle. Even those that
came up short tonight were aggressive in their takedowns. The entire
team contributed to the victory”.
Westfield 52, Hillsborough 29
45 – Scalia (W) p. Jason Roser 2:45
50 – Moore (W) p. JB McCrea 2:37
53 – Composto (W) md. Tyler Oram 11-1
57 – Jacobs (W) p. Joseph Witcoski 0:47
60 – Maz (W) p. Donovan Nichols 0:38
63 – Gimblette (W) p. Peter Quandt 0:41
67 – Jackson Jordan (W) d. Daniel
Guerro 11-4
70 – Ray Hurtt (W) d. Matt Ciattarelli 9-7
73 – Russell Kobrin (W) p. Austin Weber 1:24
77 – Michael Lalor (H) d. Michael Price
(W) 3-0
80 – Brian Bessasparis (H) p. Jeremy
Heyder (W) 1:47
85 – Nicholas Klementowicz (H) md.
Jack Price (W) 9-0
90 – Joseph Daniel (H) d. md. James
Greco (W) 13-5
95 – Connor Nehila (H) d. Will Brock (W)
13-11 OT
100 – Tom Clancy (W) by forfeit
105 – Varun Deb (H) d. Tony Ondi (W) 5-0
HWT – Kevin Klien (H) p. Joseph Muselli
(W) 0:40

Devilfish Compete
At ‘Y’ Jr Nationals
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
Caroline Baldwin and Carly Whitmer
competed at USA Swimming and
Speedo Short Course Junior National
Championships at the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville, Tenn. on
December 6-8.
Baldwin, a junior in high school,
qualified to compete in the 50-yard
free, 100-back and 200-back. She
qualified for finals in the 100-back,
resetting a Westfield Area “Y” record
she owned (55.45) in preliminary’s
and placed 21st overall at finals. She
also bested her previous “Y” 200back record during prelims at 2:03:03.
Whitmer, a senior who will be
attending GeorgeWashington University
next year, competeded in the 100-fly
and 200-fly with strong swims.
For more information, please contact Brian Guidera, Director of Competitive Aquatics at (908) 233-2700
extension no. 263 or e-mail
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

Westfield Basketball Assn.
Third Grade Girls Results:
Duke vs. Pittsburgh: The longawaited battle between Pittsburgh and
Duke was played Saturday morning.
Arden Meyer, Chelsea Little and Talia
Kaplan led Duke early with a strong
offensive effort. Mid-game, Alexa
Diziki’s steals, Reilly Melvin’s layup,
Avery Hoeft’s outside shot and Ava
Coustan’s drive and dish penetration
opened things up with players like Isa
Thompson capitalizing with key
shots.
Pittsburgh continued to improve
and displayed another strong effort.
Ella Johnson, Marlena Bartlett and
Priya Quinn led the defense, while
Taylor Addis and Amelia Augenstein
controlled the boards. Margaux
Neumann and Ella Conover took the
ball from end to end scoring fast
breaks, with Kate Johnson and Katie
Hoerle adding nice shots. Emma Riley
and Ella Renshaw scored key baskets
down the stretch.
Cincinnati vs. Villanova: The Cincinnati team played a solid game.
Amanda Wallis and Mia Bryson did a
great job of running the team’s offense. Anjali Jain, Emily Engel,
Kaitlyn Jackson and Shreya Jyotishi
contributed good defense and rebounding. Ellie Sherman, Ava Pravlik
and Katie Palmer came through with
strong offensive and defensive efPUBLIC NOTICE

forts. The team showed great effort
and hustle.
Villanova played inspired basketball, with Chloe Kreusser, Trinity
Koetje and Teddie Liederman leading the offensive outburst. Lauren
Lehnert, Grace Klag, Hayley Bloch
and Sara Kaplan contributed on both
ends of the court. Villanova welcomes
back Lauren Bloch and Kerala
McGrail next week and wishes Emmy
Wheatley a quick injury rehab.
UMASS vs. Michigan State:
UMASS stepped up with a great team
effort after losing Avery Longstreet
to the Irish League. Kelly Wright,
Lindsey Hamlin, Lydia Murray,
Phoebe Chadowitz, Teagan Kocaj and
Zoe Sherman played crushing defense and found the open person on
offense. Courtney Pinkin and Christina LaPera will provide additional
support next week.
A mostly rookie Michigan State
team played well beyond its experience level when it took on UMass.
Timely scoring from Kalea Calaguy
and Nedd Kirsch complemented
tough defense from Kavya Panjwani
and Noelle Shih. Maggie McCauley
and Josie Lloyd provided rebounding strength, and Samara Useloff and
Hannah Whitehead pushed the ball
up court after steals.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING ANOTHER STEAL…Blue Devil David Kane, No. 35, made five steals
against the Governor Livingston Highlanders.

Blue Devils Nudge GL, 32-29
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“This was a game where we played
right into their hands. I said all week
that they were going to want to play a
real slow game. It was 32-29. That’s
as low scoring as it gets. We got to be
better. We got to make shots. We got
to know that when we are not making
shots, that we got to make plays and
finish better inside, but at the end of
the day, it is a win. Anytime you can
get a conference win, it’s always a
good thing,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.
“We played like absolute [garbage]
tonight, offensively especially. We
only put up 32 points. Defensively,
we shouldn’t have allowed too many
points to this team, but we are just
happy to get out with a win,” Kane
said.
Possibly, the difference in the game
came with the free-throw percentages. The 2-3 Highlanders sank only
6-for-13 (46 percent), while the Blue
Devils were 11-for-16 (69 percent).
Mele and Dylan Elliott were both 3for-4 and Toresco was 2-for-2, while
Sean Elliott hit 2-for-3.
“Every day we run if we miss free
throws. If we have to run, we start
making them. Thankfully, we were
able to make them,” Kane said.
However, with the score, 32-29,
with 40.8 seconds remaining in the
game, the Blue Devils went to the line
twice and failed to hit.
“I would have liked to make, at
least, one at the end to ice the game.
It’s something that we have been
working on. Our free throw shooting
has struggled, frankly, especially at
the end of games. That’s an area that
we really have been focusing on in
practice. It was better today, and we
need to continue with it,” Coach
Palmieri said.
Sean Elliott and Mele each sank a

3-pointer as the Blue Devils took a
12-11 lead at the end of the first
quarter. Toresco, on an assist from
Hess, sank a key 3-pointer in the
second quarter, but both teams only
added five points on the scoreboard.
The Blue Devils’ biggest lead of
the game came just after Hess converted a steal to a lay-up to make the
score 24-18 with 3:39 left in the third
quarter, but Highlander Vic Candeloro
(10 points) sank a pair of 2-pointers
to narrow the score to 24-22. Six of
the Blue Devils’ eight points in the
fourth quarter came via free throws.
Throughout the game, the Highlanders had a decisive edge on offensive rebounds, but fortunately for the
Blue Devils, they failed to take advantage of their opportunities.
“We were working all week in practice getting to the boards, because we
know their offense isn’t great, but we
didn’t execute that well tonight,” Kane
said.
“That’s another area of concern.
We lost to Rahway last week, because
we didn’t rebound. We were sloppy
with the ball, but mainly, we couldn’t
get any defensive rebounds. That hurt
us. Today, when we needed to get a
rebound, the ball was bouncing
around like a ping pong ball,” Coach
Palmieri said.
The Blue Devils, who lost to
Rahway in the Butch Kowal Tournament in late December, were to get
another chance at them on January 8
in Westfield.
“I know these kids will be ready to
play them. I expect a much better
effort from them next game. It wasn’t
that we didn’t play hard, it was that
we didn’t play smart,” Coach Palmieri
said.
Westfield
Gov. Livingston
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DIVISION CHAMPS…The Westfield YMCA 7/8 grade travel basketball team
recently captured the Varsity Division Championship of the St. Helen’s-ECC
Christmas tournament with a one-point victory over St. Theresa of Summit on
the strength of championship game MVP Luke Spellman’s buzzer-beating 3pointer. Team members include Harrison Bailey, Ethan Bandelli, Owen Bartok,
Brendan Beriont, Charlie Billek, Eric Knauss, Josh Mendelson, Brendan Riccardi,
Luke Spellman, Connor Trower, Eli Weaver and Andrew Zhou. The team is
coached by Kevin Spellman and Philip Weaver.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

2013 MEETING DATES

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D (Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the public of its meeting dates. Meetings at which formal
action will be taken will be held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers
in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of Scotch Plains, that the
following meeting schedule for 2013 for the Township Council be established:

January 7, 2013
February 4, 2013
March 4, 2013
April 1, 2013
May 6, 2013
June 5, 2013
July 1, 2013

August 5, 2013
September 4, 2013
October 7, 2013
November 4, 2013
December 2, 2013
January 6, 2014
February 3, 2014

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in which the public may attend but may not
participate.
As necessary, the Site Plan Review Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the above
dates in the Mayor’s Conference Room.
Applications and plans to be considered at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey
and may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen Nemeth,
Adminstrative Secretary
Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE

2013 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
January 1, 2013 (Tuesday)
January 8, 2013 (Tuesday)
January 15, 2013 (Tuesday)
January 29, 2013 (Tuesday)

Annual Reorganization Meeting
12:30 PM
Council Business Meeting
7:00 PM
Council Business Meeting
7:30 PM
Council Conference/Business Meeting 7:00 PM

February 19, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Business Meeting

7:30 PM

March 5, 2013 (Tuesday)
March 19, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

April 2, 2013 (Tuesday)
April 15, 2013 (Monday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

May 7, 2013 (Tuesday)
May 21, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

June 3, 2013 (Monday)
June 18, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

July 16, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference /
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM

August 20, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference/
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM

September 3, 2013 (Tuesday)
September 17, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

October 1, 2013 (Tuesday)
October 15, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

November 12, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference/
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM

December 3, 2013 (Tuesday)
December 17, 2013 (Tuesday)

Council Conference Meeting
Council Business Meeting

7:00 PM
7:30 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
2013 MEETING DATES
In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D (Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield Board
of Adjustment wishes to advise the public of its meeting dates. Meetings at which formal
action will be taken will be held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.
January 14, 2013
February 13, 2013
March 11, 2013
April 8, 2013
May 13, 2013
June 10, 2013
July 8, 2013

RESOLUTION 2013-4

August 12, 2013
September 9, 2013
October 16, 2013
November 13, 2013
December 9, 2013
January 13, 2014
February 10, 2014

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on these dates in the Mayor’s Conference Room
for a work session in which the public may attend but may not participate.
Applications and plans to be considered at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $41.82

IMPORTANT NOTES:
Council Conference Meetings and Council Business Meetings will both be held in the
Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court Room) and will be open to the public. Council
Conference Meetings will not be broadcast on Scotch Plains Television (SPTV). Council
Business Meetings will be broadcast on SPTV.
Council Executive Sessions will be held in the Council Conference Room located on the
2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will not be open to the public.
Council Workshop Meetings (i.e. Budget) will be held in the Council Conference Room
located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public. These
meetings will be scheduled and advertised separately during the year by the Office of the
Township Clerk.
Dated: January 1, 2013
1 T - 1/10/13, The Times
Fee: $87.72

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PERSONAL ASST - PART-TIME

Responsible adult, proficient in
Apple computers, Microsoft Word
and Excel spreadsheets. Phone
skills, organization, project tracking, own car. Call (908) 403-9347.
HEALTHCARE CLASSES

DIVISION WINNERS…The 9-4 IHM 8th Grade Boys Travel Basketball team
coached by Mike Borik and Paul Walker defeated the St. Helens Varsity team
coached by Dave Collum, 46-35, on December 22 to win the Varsity Red Boys
Division of the St. Helens ECC Christmas Basketball Tournament. Team MVPs,
selected after each game, were IHM’s Dan Tomlinson, Peter Warren, Max More
and Andrew Borik. David Walker, Joshua Cochran-Carney and Patrick Ellman
provided the interior offense and rebounding for IHM, while Patrick Dill, Luke
Uriarte, Alex Poulios, Robbie Viglione and Ravi Desai supplied excellent defense
and outside shooting.

CNA classes start
mornings February 13th,
evenings January 16th,
CHHA, classes start
evenings January 14th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends February 3rd
High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Career Networking Group will present “Please
Don’t Ask Me About My Job Search!”
on Monday, January 14, beginning at
6:30 p.m.
This program will teach participants how to turn around conversations with well-meaning friends, family and neighbors regarding one’s job
search – which can leave job seekers
feeling defensive and irritated – and
make them work in the job seeker’s
favor.
Presenters Fran McTernan and
Nathalie Centinaro use role-playing,
improvisation and language coaching to show individuals how to defuse emotional hot buttons and have
easier conversations. Participants will
have the opportunity to acquire new
networking skills, improve their con-

fidence and master the art of transforming that well-intentioned friend
into a job-search ambassador.
Ms. Centinaro is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and executive coach
with a private practice in Fanwood.
Ms. McTernan spent more than 25
years in the corporate world. She is a
volunteer and trainer with CONTACT
We Care, a crisis and suicide hotline.
This program will be free and open
to all. To register, access scotlib.org
and click on Events, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.
Individuals may connect with the
library’s Career Networking Group
on Linked In, Career Networking
Group at SPPL. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-13
AWARDED TO: Supplee, Clooney &
Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide statutory audits
of accounts of the County of Union and its
agencies
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-22
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law,
Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Credit and Collections services to Runnells Specialized
Hospital
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

CLASSIFIEDS
HOST FAMILY WANTED

NO PAINT JOB TOO SMALL

Open your home & heart by host
International student attending private high school in Scotch Plains.
Start immediately. Good Pay
Call HUI (718) 791-8542
njhostfamily@gmail.com

One room, two rooms and the
mess, why bother. Call Maury at
INSIDE COAT. (908) 789-2596
(908) 377-1388
Insured.

ALPHA 1 TREE
ACCEPT
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
HAZARDOUS REMOVALS
ROOT BALLS
HAULING SERVICE
(903) 244-5425
HANDYMAN SERVICES

All Kinds of Jobs. Repairs,
Plumbing,Painting And Much
More. No Job is to Big or to Small!
We’re Local Palma Maintenance
(908) 301-0478
mimosofam123@verizon.net

Networking Group to Look
At Job Inquiry Frustrations

BIG SAVINGS AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. No Expiration. Use To Purchase Tickets For
Shows And Events. Free Parking
And Adjacent Restaurant. Great
Gift Idea! Big Savings! Only $75.
Call (908) 654-6091

Kowalski Saw Action
For Misericordia Football

FIRST PLACE…Westfield resident
Kayla Turnof, age 9, placed first (gold)
in the Y10 women’s sabre event at the
Super Youth Circuit fencing tournament held at the University of New
Hampshire this past weekend. The
tournament is called “Sword in the
Snow.” She is a member of the New
Jersey Fencing Alliance club in
Maplewood.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2013-26
AWARDED TO: Winning Strategies
Washington/ Hoboken Strategies
Group, Washington DC
SERVICES: to provide services for comprehensive federal government relations
and lobbying services
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
COSTS: in the amount of $150,000.
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

Thursday, January 10, 2013

DALLAS, PA – Former Westfield
High School standout Kurt Kowalski
has concluded his first season with
the Misericordia University football
team during the program’s inaugural
2012 season.
Kowalski, a freshman wide receiver, saw action in all 10 games for
the Cougars. He recorded 12 catches
for 84 yards on the season. He also
made a pair of tackles defensively.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2013-24
AWARDED TO: SMG, Jersey City, New
Jersey, to provide paid communication
services to the County of Union
SERVICES: to provide services for comprehensive federal government relations
and lobbying services
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$100,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/6/13
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-14
AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy, LLC,
Cranford New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide specialized counsel services in connection with the issuance of bonds or notes by the County of
Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-17
AWARDED TO: Ruderman &
Glickman, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as personnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-16
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,
Hatfield, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as labor and personnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$125,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2013-18
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as personnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2013-December
31, 2013
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$75,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

ITALIAN LESSONS

If you are looking to learn or to
improve your Italian language,
I am a native speaker who can
help you. Phone (908) 477-4873
DECO BEDROOM SET FOR SALE

Mahogany Art Deco full bed,
nightstand, and dresser with
mirror. $300. Cranford.
(201) 239-7380
HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo? We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481
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CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified home health aide seeking job caring for the sick and
mature. Night or day. References
available. (973) 445-6896
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 361-0335
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Improve Your Income and Lifestyle
“Anti-Aging Solutions”
Personal Care and Nutrition
Personal and Corporate training
provided. Expect success!
call: (908) 665-2527
www.nsemindset.com

Church to Hold Seminar
On Human Trafficking
WESTFIELD – In observance of
January as national Human Trafficking Awareness Month, the Mission
Commission of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will sponsor a
seminar on human trafficking, to be
held on Saturday, January 19, from 9
a.m. to noon. It will take place in the
Parish House Assembly Hall, located

Probitas Verus Honos
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on January 7, 2013, adopted the following resolutions for the applications decided at the
December 3, 2012 meeting.
Ralph Rapuano, 836 Wallberg Avenue, Block 1306, Lot 13. Applicant
sought minor subdivision approval to subdivide the existing lot into two equal size
lots creating one new building lot. Application approved with conditions.
D. Villane Construction, LLC, 836 &
846 Grant Avenue, block 1305, lots 8 &
9. Applicant sought minor subdivision
approval to subdivide the two existing lots
into three conforming lots for construction
of three new conforming single-family
homes. Application approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 1/10/13, The Leader
Fee: $26.52

at 140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
The focus of the seminar will be on
the local and global impact of human
trafficking and sexual exploitation.
Ryan Smith, Presbyterian Church
(USA) liaison to the United Nations
(UN), will define human trafficking.
He will discuss UN and PC (USA)
initiatives and what communities,
congregations and individuals can do
to combat human trafficking.
In preparation for the Super Bowl
being held at the Meadowlands in
2014 and the resulting anticipated
increase in human trafficking abuses,
Assemblywoman Valerie Huttle, representative of the 37th legislative
district, recently introduced a bill in
the State Assembly and Senate that
would strengthen the state law
against human trafficking. Jennifer
Holdsworth, director of Policy and
Communications in Assemblywoman Huttle’s office, will provide
highlights of the bill and where it is
in the legislative approval process.
Additionally, a representative from
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office will share information on how
law enforcement is combating human trafficking.
This seminar will be open to the
community. A light continental breakfast will be provided. There is no
charge for the seminar; however, registration is required. Interested persons are asked to call the church office
at (908) 233-0301 or to register online
on the church website, westfieldpc.org.

Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?
Call The Criminal Defense Lawyers at

The Bramnick Law Firm
We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Goods & Services You Need
OLIVER A

PAVING

PANICKING
WITH A LEAKY ROOF?
Expert Repairs!
No sub-contractors!
Call 732-816-1558 or
732-396-1562

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Gary Blindt

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

High Tech Roofing

Committed to quality & great prices
Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.
*A small company with a big heart*
Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

www.hitekrof.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
Visa & Mastercard Accepted

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

In Business
Since 1986
Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

,GHH¶U

Westﬁeld’s ONLY
full service used car
sales and repair shop!

908-322-1956

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths
Countertops • Windows
Fine Carpentry
Basements • Tile Work
qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899

NJ Lic. #13VH01315500
Free Estimates • Insured

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and
Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090 www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

Handyman

196 Ross Place • Westfield

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

T “FOR
QUES PERFECTION”

30 Years
Experience

Auto Sales & Repairs

908-232-9676

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com
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Honor Roll

Terrill Middle School, Scotch Plains — First Marking Period

ACHIEVING GOLD...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School yearbook, “Culmen,” has achieved the Gold standing award (first place) by the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association. Pictured, above, is the yearbook staff.

SPFHS Yearbook, ‘Culmen,’
Awarded Gold Standing
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School yearbook, “Culmen,” has
achieved the Gold standing award
(first place) by the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association. The
“Culmen” has consistently placed
in the top levels for this award.

Parent Teacher Council
To Present IEP Program
WESTFIELD - The Westfield Parent Teacher Council-Special Education Committee will host an evening
with Hillary Freeman, Esq., special
education attorney, on Wednesday,
January 16. The program will take
place between 7 to 9 p.m. in the
library at Edison Intermediate School,
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield. The
program is free, open to the public
and no registration is required.
Ms. Freeman will discuss “How to
Best Prepare for Your Child’s Individual Education Program.” Best
practice tips will be shared with parents at the elementary, middle school,
and high school levels. The committee meets once a month during the
school year and acts as a resource and
support group for parents and teachers of regular and special education
students.
For additional information visit
w w w. w e s t f i e l d n j k 1 2 . o r g /
specialedparents.

Misericordia
Announces Dean’s List
DALLAS, Pa. – Misericordia University announced the following student was named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2012 semester: Thomas
Dovidio of Westfield.
A student at Misericordia University qualifies for the dean’s list with a
3.55 grade point average or higher.

The Garden State Scholastic Press
Association (GSSPA) is a non-profit
organization providing resources for
advisors of school publications,
broadcast news programs, and online
news sites. It serves student journalists in New Jersey’s high schools
and middle schools and offers contests and critiques for both newspapers and yearbooks, as well as offering conferences and workshops for
students and advisors, and much
more.
GSSPA holds its annual award
competition every summer; submissions are completed before the end
of the school year. Awards are given
for first, second, and third place designations as well as All-New Jersey,
the highest honor. The GSSPA is a
proud partner with the New Jersey
Press Foundation. Julie Whitty and
Amy Rutkowski are advisors to the
students and are very proud of their
hard work.

Providence College
Announces Dean’s List
PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The following area residents have been named to
the Dean’s List at Providence College
for the Fall 2012 semester: Amanda
Centrella of Westfield, and a member
of the class of 2014; Sean Clark of
Westfield, and a member of the class of
2015; Jenna Delgado of Mountainside,
and a member of the class of 2013;
Brian Gelinne of Westfield, and a member of the class of 2014; Maureen Lowe
of Cranford, and a member of the class
of 2013 and Rebecca Morse of
Westfield, and a member of the class of
2014.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must achieve at least a 3.55 grade
point average with a minimum of 12
credits.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

“Celebrating our 50th Anniversary”

High Honor Roll
Eighth Grade
Adel Abdella, Nivedita Anjaria,
Aaron Arkin, Hope Bennett, Christine Bernard, Mia Blundo, Christopher Bondarowicz, Samantha
Brand, Sophia Brand, Sophie
Brause, Alexis Brunetto, Elizabeth
Bui, Eric Chang, Ethan Cheung,
Riley Chin, Zoe Choi, Kiara Cruz,
Alyssa Debrosse, Jessica Desai,
Chelsie Edwards, Patrick Ellman,
Matthew Fox, Kevin Gartland, Justin Greenman, Julia Guarneri, Erin
Hayes, Erin Hernandez, Cassidy
Hoose, Humphrey Huang, Aleacia
Jensen, Andrew Jiang, Isha Kamdar,
Nupur Kashikar, Katherine Keiser,
Abigail Kennedy, Ryan Kessler,
Christina Lamagna, Cara Lamastra,
Andrea Leitner, Emily Levitt, Henry
Lewand, Max Lusk, James Maguire,
Isabella Mancene, Maxine
Manville, Alexis Marta, Joshua
Martin, Max Mazursky, Shannon
Mcdermott, Jessica Mcgloin, Melissa Mcgloin, William Mcgloin,
Caroline Mcnichol, Jacob Melville,
Sydney Mills, Majeda Mohammed,
Nikitha Nirmal, Simon Oster, Arren
Puri, Skanda Rao, Ryan Reilly,
Maxwell Ross, Madelyn Sassoon,
Elliot Sayles, Evan Scharf, Zachary
Sena-Cash, Alexandra Shapiro,
Jonathan Shih, Gabriel Sta Rosa,
Ava Steele, Katherine Stroz, Colin
Sullivan, Chelsea Tavares, Sophia
Tumsuden, Micaela Valli, Ashley
Veglia, Isaac Velasquez, Juliana
Wagner, Toby Waldman, David
Walker, Emily Wang, Peter Warren,
Kelsey Werkheiser, Jordan Wolman,
Alison Zimmerman, Taylor
Zucosky
Seventh Grade
Madeline Bord, Caitlin Bourke,
Brandon Boyarsky, Gina Bratti,
Zachary Breit, David Budiansky,
Jack Cannon, Francesca Carlino,
Alexis Casterlow, Taryn Choi,
Sophie Clarke, Phoebe Collins,
Declan Costello, Matthew Coyne,
Amy Deutschmeister, Taylor Diggs,
Anna Dunchus, Lauren Eck,
Caroline English, Emily Farrell,
Grace Fontana, Adam Freeman,
Hayley Friedman, Danielle
Glickstein, Nina Halberstadter,
Julie Kim, Kayla Krutis, Ryan Lee,
Michael Leegan, Matthew Lozito,
Danielle Maizes, Rachel Maizes,
Jared Mann, Briana Mcgowan,
Katie Mcquaid, Kelly Mehorter,
Sara Miller, Divya Narayanan,
Felicia Paradiso, Nina Paradiso,
Niva Patel, Madison Postlewait,
Cara Raderman, Nathaniel
Redmount, Kerry Regan, Thomas
Rogers, Ethan Rosenthal, Matthew
Shih, Megan Small, Leedar Sneor,
Aaron Swinger, Kyle Tam, Victoria
Tian, Kevin Tong, Ashley Vincent,
Ryan Vincent, Victoria Wilkins,
Connor Wirth, Karl Wirth
Sixth Grade
Katherine Agnello, Angela
Arvizzigno, Aubrey Bagdonas,
Christopher Bagdonas, James
Bagdonas, Hannah Bard, Sara
Barshap, Steven Besson, Garrett
Boozer, Alexandra Borik, Drew
Burfeindt, Amanda Burger, Joshua

Canavan, Michael Cao, Amber
Card, Giancarlo Castro, Ryan
Cleary, Liam Cotter, Audrey Davis,
Anita Dazzo, Christina Dibella,
Michael Dieu, Carly Dvorin, Miguel
Fontora, Cristabella Fortna, Benjamin Fox, Colette Franciscus, Sofia
Frias, Luke Gelling, Virendra Ghate,
Justin Giaimo, Marisa Goldberg,
Sara Greene, Shane Hernandez,
Jaclyn Horre, Jannine Huby, John
Huby, Sophia Iacona, Raina Jablon,
Jennifer Kirian, Joshua Klapper,
Gabriella Kowalczyk, Ben
Kuperschmid, Julianna Lamagna,
Dominick Lamastra, Jeffrey
Lapidus, Melanie Litwin, Amy
Magrino, Matthew Mahmet, Brent
Mankin, Alexa Melnitsky, Amar
Mujumdar, Niyah Nathaniel, Prima
Doris Ngumah, Alex Oslislo, Laura
Pansulla, Julia Poeschl, Ryan Puri,
Anvik Reddy, Margot Rizzi, Timothy Roden, Emma Rogers, Martin
Rogoff, Varun Sangal, Jennifer
Schug, Christopher Sekiya, Shalini
Shah, Everest Shen, Emily
Smulewitz, Jacob Steinberg, Tyler
Stines, Logan Swinger, Jessica
Szulc, Rachel Tang, Nicole Tavares,
Manya Trehan, Juliet Trifiro, Anthony Triwahjudi, Isabella Verga,
Ryan Walsh, Caroline Warren,
Elizabeth Weinreb, Isaac Wong,
Katie Zhuang,
Regular Honor Roll
Eighth Grade
Avital Abraham, Sebastian
Angulo, Sara Begalman, Ron BenMichael, Cori Bernstein, Andrew
Borik, Christian Buren, Jake
Canavan, Erin Chiappi, Colin
Demaria, Ravi Desai, Louis Dibella,
Alyssa Difrancesco, Patrick Dill,
Anthony Donatelli, Khalil Dowdy,
Maya Dunchus, Parker Dvorin, Andrew Elliott, Lindsey Fleischer,
Olivia Gelling, Michael Giuliani,
Robert Gordon, Daniel Grodberg,
Jacqueline Harvey, Daniel Hopkins,
Ewan Jones, Kathryn Kalaigian,
Liza Kasper, Kyle Kelly, Eliza
Kuperschmid, Nicholas Lavin,
Elizabeth Lestrange, Kyle Magee,
Jenna Mahoney, Tyler Malaussena,
Daniella Marcazzo, Hannah
Margolis, Gabriella Marino,
Katherine Mcgowan, Adam Miller,
Max More, Julia Moya, Sean
Murray, Anthony Negri, Robert
Nugent, Brendan O’connor, Sean
O’connor, Sarah Oliver, Gregory
Oross, Gloria Pimenta, Carla
Pizzutiello, Hayley Pletscher,
Alexander Poulios, Tracy Prusik,
Molly Rouder, Tomas Russo,
Abigail Sadel, Taylor Samitt, Taylor Sirchio, Sean Sobel, Darren
Sopp, Michaela Sullivan, Brian Taylor, Alexis Thiemann, Lauren
Tropper, George Ulerio, Sean Valli,
Robert Viglione, Matthew Vignola,
John Vinci, Dylan Voltz, Madeline
Weber, Jordyn Wheeler, Joshua
Wiener, Jade Williams, Isabelle
Zacharia, Jordan Zoufaly, Michael
Zucker, Molly Zucker,
Seventh Grade
Pooja Agrawal, Jacob Anglin,
Sara Banasiak, Gianna Barba,
Nahshon Battle, Max Blacker,
Michael Bonnell, Rachel Breit,

Please join us for our

Derek Cappadoccia, Justin Chaillet,
David Chango, Lisa Channaoui,
Rachel Cieslinski, Samuel Colao,
Ellee Contreras, Isabella Corsaro,
Rosella Cuomo, Catherine Currie,
Nicholas Cusmano, Tyler Daniskas,
Hannah Davis, Elizabeth Depaola,
Isabella Didario, David Diken,
Jamie Diquollo, Laura Ducran, Kenneth Einhorn, Benjamin Essenfeld,
Hannah Finan, Sean Fitzgibbon,
Matthew Fleck, Michael Fleck,
Zachary Fleischman, Erika Frazier,
Stamatis Gaglias, Gabriella
Galbraith, Serenity Gentleman,
Brandon Glickstein, Adam Glod,
Madison Goldberg, Emily Gonyou,
Kyle Greco, Avery Greenberg, Sam
Grodberg, Caroline Gutierrez,
Nicholas Heath, Emily Hill, Rourke
Hillyer, Paige Hoblitzell, Steven
Holmes, Jordan Hoose, Meghan
Jaczko, Aubrey Johnson, Erik
Kaufman, Clayton Lee, Matthew
Lieberman, William Loop,
Alessandra Makris, Emily Malool,
Adam Mayerson, Caraid Mcgovern,
Connor
Mckenzie,
Ciara
Mcparland, Ryan Midwinter,
Lauren Mochnal, Woody Montilus,
Ryan Muench, Erika Muskus,
Dhvanil Nanshah, Jessica O’neill,
Harrison Parada, John Petris, Matthew Porchetta, Brian Power, Molly
Pritchett, Liam Reilly, Megan Richmond, Rachel Rojek, Claudia Sahaj,
Alexandra Scariati, Jonathan
Scheer, Katherine Schug, Veronica
Sendao, Eli Shenker, Ryan
Spoljaric, Isabella Sta Rosa,
Clifford Stueck, John Thal, Joseph
Varela, Christine Vilarino,
Alexandra Vuono, Nicole Vuono,
Bridget Wallden, Talia Weinreb,

Todd Womelsdorf, Christopher
Zogg, Kimberly Zogg
Sixth Grade
Zidan Abdella, Cameron Adams,
Hamza Ali, Nicole Alvarez,
Francesca Amore, Katyana Avila,
Zachary Barash, Julia Barnes, Max
Berg, Celeste Blanks, Mia
Bonadies, Tierra Buissereth, Peter
Canevari, Rachella Carlino, Gianni
Caro Esposito, Kevin Chin, Alexa
Cholankeril, Anna Ciarrocca, Elizabeth Daniskas, Ryan Debelak, John
Demarco, Alyssa Desimone, Rachel
Difabrizio, Vienna Diflumeri, Tyler
Dvorin, Joseph Echols, Kyle
Estivene, Anya Fairweather, Mary
Fossaceca, Charles Fugett, Emma
Gallahue, Samantha Granizo, Abigail
Hammond, Michael Hensley, Sean
Hough, Kaitlyn Jackmin, Steven
Kozlowski, Breton Macneil, Isabelle
Malaussena, Elisabeth Manette, Robert Mcguinness, Brenna Mcnamara,
Annika Mctamaney, Joseph Meade,
Ethan Melville, Paris Mercurio,
Nicolas Merkel, Zachary Meyers,
Sophia Mineo-Pankiewitz, Muna
Mohammed, Matthew Monroy,
Nicole Muenzen, Jude Musano,
Caroline Nguyen, Anthony Porter,
Lauren Power, Hannah Pritzker,
Jonathan Ramos, Jelani Richardson,
Jason Ritter, Justin Rizzi, Alex
Rodriguez, Allan Romero, Zoe
Rouder, Molly Ryan, Thomas Ryan,
Jessica Sadel, Abigail Saperstein,
Joshua Sklarin, Edward Smith, Max
Steele, John Stueck, Adithi
Subramaniam, Hailey Thompson,
Olivia Tobey, Katherine Turso,
Adam Weiner, Olivia Welham,
Daniel Wilkinson, Daniel Wright,
Alexa Zsak, Julia Zucosky

Westfield Robotics Team
Wins PTC Design Award
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Robotics team won the PTC Design award
December 15 at the Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology. (FIRST®) Tech Challenge Qualifying Competition at Livingston High
School.
“It was an exciting win for my students. I’m extremely proud of them,”
said team mentor and Westfield Technology Education teacher Sean
Bonasera “Their hard work and dedication paid off.”
Edison Intermediate School eighth
grade team memberVivek Screenivasan
had a similar response. “It was a very
exciting experience. I was ecstatic when
our team won the design award,” stated
Vivek.
The FIRST® Tech Challenge is a
widely-accessible robotics program for
grades 7 through 12 that promotes
project-based learning and engages student interest in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math (STEM).
The team includes six eighth and
ninth grade students from Edison Intermediate School, Westfield High School,
and Union County Magnet School.
The award is given for the robot that
best demonstrates both functional and
aesthetic design elements based on

planned Computer Aided Drawings
(CAD).
This year’s game objective was to
wirelessly remote control a robot to
collect and place more plastic rings
than the opposing team on the pegs of
a center scoring rack in a two-minute
time frame.
Over the past several months, the
Westfield Robotics Team has been raising funds, designing, building, programming, and redesigning a robot
based on sound engineering principles.
“It was so much fun to keep building
and redesigning, and then see other
really cool robots,” said team member
Spencer Fishman, an eighth grade student at Edison Intermediate School.
“As we continue practicing and improving on our robot, I am sure we will
get farther in the competition,” stated
Neil Makhija, a ninth grade team member.
“We are very excited to add new
functionality and power to our robot
with the goal of being the best performing robot in future competitions,” Spencer said.
Any individual or company interested in more information about
Westfield Robotics should email
sbonasera@westfieldnjk12.org.

Admissions Open Houses
Scotch Plains Campus
January 17
7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
February 7 - 7:30PM
February 21 - 9:30AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue
Westfield
908-233-7447

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all
Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade
In Flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com

PRESBYTERIAN
NURSERY SCHOOL
and

KINDERGARTEN
Established 1948

ROBOTICS TEAM...The Westfield Robotics team won the PTC Design award
December 15 at the Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology.
(FIRST®) Tech Challenge Qualifying Competition at Livingston High School.
Pictured, right to left, are:Neil Makhija, Jordan Hindes, Vivek Screenivasan, Jen
Rogers, Spencer Fishman, Mike Carides, and Sean Bonasera.

Celebrating 65 Years

St. Bartholomew Academy

where children PLAY to learn
where children may discover the
world around them through play,
investigation, and inquisitive thought.

The Catholic Academy
that makes a difference in your child’s life.

PNS&K Registration and Information
Sessions begin January 14th
• 2 1/2, 3, 4, 5 Year Olds Half-Day Sessions
• Kindergarten--All-Day Program
• Exceptional and Certified Teachers
Call for an appointment

908-233-0766
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 27, 2013 1:00-3:00 PM
Safe, Faith Filled
Environment

Extended Care
Programs

Full day Pre-K
& Kindergarten

Grades
Pre-K – 8th
2032 Westfield Avenue
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908.322.4265
www.stbacademy.org

Middle States
Accredited
Fully Integrated
Technology
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Washington School Show to
Present Historical Journey
modern-day history and get a taste of
pop culture they’ll surely never forget. And, along the way, audiences
will learn about the important contributions each figure made in past centuries. Once again, history repeats
itself, as this year’s Washington School Show provides some valuable life lessons for children and adults
alike.
Tickets are on sale now.
All seats for each performance are $12 and can be
reserved online. From the
Washington Elementary School home
page —www.westfieldnjk12.org/
Washington — click on the “2013
Washington School Show” link in
the left, then “Ticket Order Form.”
Or go directly to the Washington
School Show web page via this link:
www.westfieldnjk12.org/education/
dept/dept.php?sectionid=1328. Tickets ordered online and prepaid can be
picked up at the door one-half hour
prior to each performance. For questions about tickets, contact Monica
Bergin at bergin5@comcast.net.

POPCORN
Les Misérables
There but For the Grace…
4 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Great literature, superb filmmaking
and a thoroughly heart rending immersion into one of civilization’s greatest
moral conundrums converge in director Tom Hooper’s rendition of Victor
Hugo’s Les Misérables. Starring Hugh
Jackman as Jean Valjean, the heroic
poor soul who went to jail for stealing
a crust of life-sustaining bread, it is a
tour de force.
Great principals and a fine supporting cast tell a bittersweet tale, with an
accent on the bitter, in a musical form
that resonates with operatic force. With
the pageant of history swirling, the
poor people of France still trying to
realize true revolution, and the rich
folks still winning, Jackman’s protagonist quickly gains our full sympathy
and concern.
After breaking parole, Jean is pursued by Javert, Russell Crowe’s unremittingly close-minded policeman.
Examined in a fiercely worked rumination on blind law vs. morality, theirs
is a struggle between the dipoles of
light and darkness. A Confucian judge
might have weighed the circumstances
and taken pity. After all, his sister’s son
was starving.
But no such luck. Even though he’s
served his seventeen years of hard
labor, the state in the person of Javert
remains insistent on collecting its long
overpaid debt. Valjean runs, hides, and
ultimately steals to preserve life and
limb. Then, a glimpse of redemption
presents itself thanks to a kindly priest.
If only Javert would relent…if only.
Fat chance!
Yet it comes to pass, with a new
identity in a new life that can’t be lived
without looking over one’s shoulder,
that Valjean becomes a well-to-do factory owner. And as irony would have it,
in that factory yet another perpetration
of life-altering injustice is inflicted,
this time to a pretty young mother who
fends off a cruel foreman’s unwanted
advances.
Anne Hathaway is very special as
Fantine, the damsel in question. Beautifully tragedizing one melancholic
song in particular, she gains Valjean’s
attention. Seeking his own grace from
whatever charity he might be able to
impart, it may be too late. But aha,
there is a twist in the form of her little
girl, Cosette, boarded at a rather questionable inn.
Now, regardless of whether you
were absent the week Mrs. Cummings
taught the novel or just forgot the story,
that’s all the plot you’ll learn here.
Simply suffice it to note that director
Hooper tells it with notable aplomb,
making sure to knowledgeably weave
the personal tale into the greater tableau of French history, circa early and
mid 19th Century.
Aficionados of the musical, doubtlessly possessing a better ear for this
form of movie entertainment than I,
might exit the theater humming a tune
or two. But most of us would think that
weird. This is very depressing stuff. In
fact, oftentimes it’s due only to the
universal positive truths exampled that
some portions of the saga are at all
bearable.
Director Hooper builds an artistic
monument to the ever-waging war
between man’s inhumanity to man and
the great, charitable instinct constantly
challenging it. Over the course of history, the graph marking this roller
coaster ride through the good and bad
of human behavior changes with the
whims of time. And Valjean is caught
at the nexus.
His fate epitomizes the eternal argument, and through his travail we
recognize the legal, political and socioeconomic conflicts confronting our
own times. Indeed, Valjean broke the
law. But there are those who fear that
any understanding shown the impoverished will corrupt the system. Strict
constructionists believe such blind adherence is the best charity.
Which might explain why half the

people in America really aren’t sure if
they want to help the other half. Both
are as certain as Javert that they are
right. And the more they rationalize
their position, the more the word right
metamorphoses into righteous. Alas,
just as in Valjean’s era, we can’t figure
how to harness that disparity for the
greater good.
So you’d think that putting the distressing shame to music and wrapping
it in lavishly colorful settings, even if a
lot of it is dabbed in Poverty brown and
gray, would be sheer madness. Yet this
searing fable smartly harkens to one of
the original purposes of art: to elucidate, poetically and visually, what is
otherwise too difficult to understand or
endure.
Thus, calling on perennial hope,
that other ace in the hole we Homo
sapiens have used to good advantage in
our fight for survival, we sidle up close
to the exquisitely realized proscenium
where Monsieur Valjean et al pursue
their struggle. And there we root for the
good guy, wishfully believing that a
happy ending will speak well for our
species.
Now, while I highly recommend
this film, it must be iterated that this
isn’t a musical in the generally accepted sense of the term. It’s hardly My
Fair Lady (1964) or Singing in The
Rain (1952). While technically in the
same genre as those two, this is their
darkly solemn cousin. Appreciate that
and you’ll be happy you chose Les
Misérables.
…
Les Misérables, rated PG-13, is a
Universal Pictures release directed by
Tom Hooper and stars Hugh Jackman,
Anne Hathaway and Russell Crowe.
Running time: 157 minutes

Winter Fever Toy
Show Announced
MOUNT LAUREL — On Sunday,
January 27, the 6th Winter Fever Toy
Show will take place at its new location, The Enterprise Center at
Burlington County College, 3331 Route
38, Mount Laurel, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission is $6; children under
the age of 12 are free. Early buyers can
enter at 9 a.m. for $10. Parking is free
at this indoor, all weather event.
The toy show will feature up to 200
tables of new, antique, and collectible
toys for sale from unique toy dealers
from the east coast. For more information, visit www.toyshows.org or call
(856) 302-3606.

Chansonettes To Begin
Spring Rehearsals
WESTFIELD — Having completed
their successful holiday concert run
with performances in Westfield,
Fanwood, Summit and Berkeley
Heights, The Chansonettes of Westfield
will begin rehearsals for their spring
concert series “Sing Out Sweet Land”
at the end of January.
The choral program to be presented
at local venues throughout May at will
feature American folk and patriotic
themed songs including “This Land is
Your Land,” “Blowin in the Wind/
America,” “California Dreamin,” “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” and a
medley saluting our Armed Forces.
The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over 60
years, performs a holiday concert series in December and a spring concert
series in May of each year. The women
rehearse once a week on Wednesday
nights at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield on Mountain Avenue, under
the direction of Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.
The group is always looking for new
members who enjoy singing and gathering with friends. Anyone needing
more information regarding joining the
group or booking a spring concert may
call Presidents, Sharon Costello at
(908)245-9461 or Lauren Flast at (908)232-4714.
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WSO Ushers in the New
Year with Steppin’ Out
By BARBARA THOMSON

An Annual School Tradition Since 1948
WESTFIELD — Washington Elementary School’s annual show, Toy
HiStory, comes to the stage for three
performances on Friday, January 25,
at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 26, at
1:30 and 7 p.m., at Roosevelt Intermediate School at 301 Clark
Street in Westfield.
With a creative spin on a
Disney-Pixar favorite, this
year’s production, Toy
HiStory, brings to life the
adventures of a group of
spirited toys trying to find
their way back home after
being mistakenly donated to a school
toy drive. But, step aside Woody and
Buzz…the toy stars of this story are
some of the most prominent figures
in world history, including George
Washington, Cleopatra, Elvis Presley,
Amelia Earhart, General George
Patton and Joan of Arc.
These famous men and women may
have lived in different eras but, together as toys, they’ll make history
again this year in this fun-filled tale.
Through their “historical” journey,
the characters gain some exposure to
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OPEN REHEARSAL…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rockin’ Jazz
Band, directed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, will hold an open rehearsal on Saturday,
January 19, at the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in Westfield.

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
Open Rehearsal Announced
WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rockin’ Jazz Band will hold an open
rehearsal for interested musicians on
Saturday, January 19, from 4 to 5:30
p.m. at the NJWA studios, 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield.
According to Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA Founder and Executive Director, “We are training the band in how
to interpret the jazz idiom. There are
many opportunities for improvisation
and solo playing.”
A favorite at community events,
the Rockin’ Jazz Band is comprised
of musicians who enjoy playing Jazz,
Rock, Blues, Pop, Broadway, Latin
and Dixieland. Instrumentation of the
Jazz Band includes alto, tenor and
bari saxophone, trumpet, trombone,
electric and bass guitar, drum set,

percussion, piano and vocals.
All experienced musicians are welcome and encouraged to attend this
event. The ensemble is particularly
seeking those who play trombone,
bass guitar, drum set and trumpet.
Rockin’ Jazz Band rehearsals take
place at the NJWA studios on Saturday afternoons, from 4 to 5:30 p.m.,
until June. Call Dr. Schlosberg at
(908) 789-9696, ext. 17 for further
details.
The Rockin’ Jazz Band is an ensemble of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, a 501c(3) non-profit
organization, presently celebrating its
40th anniversary. For more information about the organization, call (908)
789-9696, visit their East Broad Street
studios
or
log
on
to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Kean Stage to Host
International Film Series
UNION – Kean Stage presents its
2013 International Films Series featuring a vibrant selection of eight award
winning titles. The series represents a
range of cultures reflected through beautiful cinematography, acting, directing
and storytelling. A theme of education
in the classroom and beyond connects
a number of the films selected for the
series.
Screenings are Sunday afternoons at
3 p.m. in the Jules Schwartz Theater
located in Kean University’s STEM
Building at 1075 Morris Avenue – follow signs for the STEM Building. Free
onsite parking is available.
Kean Stage International Film Series: Sunday, January 27, - Monsieur
Lazhar – A Film by Philippe Falardeau
(Canada, 2011) on January 27, tells the
poignant story of a Montreal middle
school class shaken by the death of
their well-liked teacher. Bachir Lazhar,
a 55-year-old Algerian immigrant, offers the school his services as a substitute teacher and is quickly hired. As he
helps the children heal, he also learns to
accept his own painful past.
Part 1: Kean Stage International Film
Series Sunday, February 3, through
February 24 - The Flowers of War – A
Zhang Yimou Film (China, 2011) on
February 3 starring Christian Bale as
John Haufman, an American missionary posing as a priest who helps protect
a group of school girls and prostitutes
from an invading army – all seeking
safety behind a walled cathedra – details the massacre that followed the
invasion of the Japanese ImperialArmy
on China’s wartime capital in 1937.
Biutiful – A Film by Alejandro
González Iñárritu (Mexico, 2009) on
February 10 is the journey of Uxbal, a
conflicted man who struggled to reconcile fatherhood, love, spirituality,
crime, guilt and mortality amidst the
dangerous underworld of modern
Barcelona. As fate encircles him and
thresholds are crossed, a dim, redemptive road brightens, illuminating the inheritances bestowed from
father to child, and the parental guiding hand that navigates life’s corridors, whether bright, bad – or biutiful.
The Artist – Written and Directed
by Michel Hazanavicius (France,
2011) on February 17 is shot on location in Los Angeles, California set
during the twilight of Hollywood’s

Budapest Festival
Orchestra at NJPAC
NEWARK — The Budapest Festival Orchestra, under the direction of
Hungarian conductor and orchestra
founder Ivan Fischer, comes to New
Jersey Performing Arts Center’s
(NJPAC) Prudential Hall on Saturday,
January 19, at 8 p.m. with a program
featuring violinist Liza Ferschtman in
a performance of Leonard Bernstein’s
Serenade for Violin and Orchestra.
Surrounding this piece will be Dmitri
Shostakovich’s Jazz Suite – known
for its hummable, melancholy waltz
– and Sergei Rachmaninoff’s voluptuous Symphony No. 2. Ferschtman
replaces Janine Jansen, the previously
announced soloist for the performance.
Tickets are $25-$110 and are available by calling (888) 466-5722, at the
NJPAC Box Office at One Center
Street in downtown Newark, and at
www.njpac.org.
To purchase tickets for groups of
10 or more, call (973) 297-5804. This
performance is part of the Bank of
America Classical Series and is made
possible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts and Discover Jersey Arts.

silent film era in 1927 when George
Valentin is a silent movie superstar.
The advent of the talkies will sound
the death knell for his career and see
him fall into oblivion. For young
extra Peppy Miller, it seems the sky’s
the limit – major movie stardom
awaits. The Artist tells the story of
their interlinked destinies.
Yesterday – A Film by Darrell Roodt
(South Africa, 2004) on February 24
tells the story of a young mother,
called Yesterday who discovers she
has AIDS. Her ambition becomes to
live long enough to see her 7-yearold daughter, Beauty, go to school.
Part 2: Kean Stage International
Film Series Sunday, April 7, – Sunday, April 21
The Class – Directed by Laurent
Cantet (France, 2008) on April 7 follows a year in the life of a French
schoolteacher working at a high
school in a tough neighborhood of
Paris. Cultures and attitudes often
clash in the classroom. As amusing
and inspiring as the teenage students
can be, their difficult behavior can
still jeopardize any teacher’s enthusiasm for the low-paying job. Insisting
on an atmosphere of respect and diligence that’s neither stuffy nor severe,
his frankness often takes the students
by surprise. But his classroom ethics
are put to the test when his students
begin to challenge his methods.
Bully – Directed By Lee Hirsch
(United States, 2011) on April 14 is a
beautifully cinematic, characterdriven documentary—at its heart are
those with the most at stake and whose
stories each represent a different facet
of this bullying crisis. This year, over
18 million American kids will be
bullied, making it the most common
form of violence young people in the
U.S. experience.
Footnote – A Film by Joseph Cedar
(Israel, 2011) April 21 is the story of
insane academic competition, the dichotomy between admiration and
envy for a role model, and the very
complicated relationship between a
father and son.
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased on site. All films are shown
Sundays at 3 p.m. For more information regarding the films, please call
Kean Stage Box Office at (908)
737.SHOW (7469).
For complete Kean Stage International Film Series information, contact Cory Lees, Director, Operations
at (908) 737-5932, or email
ransomco@kean.edu.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony ushered in the New Year
with their annual salute to Broadway
– Steppin’ Out. The house was
packed, the audience was in a festive
mood, and the music was fun for all.
As usual, the concert featured four
soloists from the Broadway and opera stages. The husband-wife Broadway duo of Sandra Joseph and Ron
Bohmer made a return appearance,
joined by newcomers cabaret-style
singer Angela Birchett and operatic
baritone Kevin Grace.
Despite different singing styles,
they are all seasoned performers who
know how to sell a song, and they
each wowed the audience in their
own way. The orchestra itself featured the addition of Broadway style
saxophones, and the music ranged
from the Big Band era (“Chatanooga
Choo Choo”) and old musicals
(“With a Song in My Heart” from the
1929 musical Spring Is Here) through
many decades of Broadway favorites.
Trumpeter Don Batchelder opened
the program with a crazy instrumental lead-in to that perennial favorite
“All that Jazz” from Chicago, with
mezzo-soprano Birchett vamping it
up. It was especially funny when she
began overtly flirting with conductor David Wroe and stroking his back
as he feigned confusion while attempting to wave the baton.
Another highlight was “All I Ask
of You” from Phantom of the Opera
sung by Joseph and Bohmer. Their
performance seemed especially passionate, and the couple later revealed
that they had met and fallen in love
while singing this song to each other

in the roles of Christine and the Phantom on Broadway.
Baritone Kevin Grace had the best
classical voice of the four, and his
rendition of South Pacific’s “Some
Enchanted Evening” was wonderful.
Some Broadway shows can get by
with less-accomplished singers, but
the old Rogers and Hammerstein classics need “real” voices, and Mr. Grace
did not disappoint.
Many of the ensemble numbers
included a bit of staging and choreography, and humorous moments
abounded. The funniest was Alan
Menken’s song “Pink Fish”, sung
here by Mr. Bohmer. After a lead-in
where he spoke at length about his
boyhood in small-town Ohio and his
culture shock when he first came to
New York City, he launched into this
funny song about a mid-westerner
who goes into a kosher deli and orders ham and cheese. Instead he got
“pink fish” (lox) “on a big stale doughnut” (bagel) with a “shmear” (cream
cheese). It was a perfect number for
the New York area, and it got a big
laugh from the audience.
My only gripe is that the singers all
used large hand-held microphones.
On Broadway they use body mics,
and it looked silly on stage for two
lovers to be gazing passionately into
each other’s eyes while holding what
looked like large ice cream cones. It
sounded fine, but did not look right.
The evening ended with the audience joining in the singing of the
New Year’s standard “Auld Lang
Syne.” Nobody seems to know what
it means, but everybody knows the
words, and everybody sang with
gusto. It made a charming finale to a
fun evening. (P.S. – I looked it up. It
means “times gone by”).

Kean Announces Date For
Reading Of Black’s Play 8
UNION – Less than one month
after the United States Supreme
Court agreed to hear not one, but
two cases challenging legislation
that seeks to restrict marriage to a
man and a woman, Kean University
Department of Theatre – with license from the American Foundation for Equal Rights (AFER) and
Broadway Impact – is proud to announce its rescheduled reading of
8, a play chronicling the historic
trial in the federal constitutional
challenge to California’s Proposition 8, written by Academy Awardwinning screenwriter and AFER
Founding Board Member Dustin
Lance Black.
Originally scheduled for November 5, 2012 and postponed due to
Hurricane Sandy, Kean’s reading
of 8 will now take place mere
months before the Supreme Court is
expected to begin hearing arguments
in both cases.
8 is an unprecedented account of
the Federal District Court trial in
Perry v. Schwarzenegger (now
Hollingsworth v. Perry, one of the
two cases soon to be heard by the
Supreme Court), a suit initially filed
by AFER in 2009 to overturn Proposition 8, which stripped gay and lesbian Californians of the fundamental freedom to marry.
Mr. Black, who penned the Academy Award-winning feature film
Milk and the film J. Edgar, based 8
on the actual words of the trial transcripts, first-hand observations of
the courtroom drama and interviews
with the plaintiffs and their families.
Scenes include flashbacks to some

of the more jaw-dropping moments
of the trial, such as the admission by
the Proposition 8 supporters’ star
witness, David Blankenhorn, that
“we would be more American on the
day we permitted same-sex marriage
than we were on the day before.”
Directed by Maureen Heffernan
of Young Audiences New Jersey,
Kean’s production of 8 will feature a
cast of Equity actors, Kean faculty,
students, alumni, and staff.
“I am delighted to be a part of this
production of 8, which provides an
opportunity to meet and understand
more about real people who are part
of the struggle for marriage equality. This is an engaging look at a
difficult issue facing our country,”
said Ms. Heffernan.
Kean’s reading of 8 will take place
on Monday, January 28, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Little Theatre within the University Center. Tickets are $8 for
seniors and Kean students/faculty/
staff; $18 for the general public; and
$88 for those wishing to make a
substantial donation. All proceeds
benefit the American Foundation for
Equal Rights, and tickets may be
purchased at the Kean University
Box Office by calling (908) 7377469.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

WARM WELCOME FOR FROSTKINGS…The Westfield Memorial Library
will present The FrostKings, pictured, this Saturday, January 12, beginning at 2
p.m. This free concert will be open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street. To register for the
program, visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090, ext 0.

Alexa Derman

Derman Named
YoungArts Finalist
MIAMI, Fla. - Alexa Derman, a
junior at Westfield High School, is a
National YoungArts Foundation Finalist in Writing. Chosen from approximately 10,000 applications from
students in nine disciplines in the
visual, literary and performing arts,
Alexa will participate in a life-changing experience provided by the National YoungArts Foundation.

Have Lunch With Corino Brothers
Wrestlers At Burger Palace
WESTFIELD – Where is the best
place for burgers and steak fries? It
is Burger Palace, 251 North Avenue
West in Westfield! The greatest milk
shake in the world is at Burger Palace. Enjoy delicious onion rings,
hot dogs, seafood and the Fabulous
Corino Brothers!
Come have lunch with the hottest
team in wrestling on Saturday, January 12, from Noon to 1 p.m. Meet
the Fabulous Corino Brothers, enjoy a delicious lunch from the Burger

Palace’s extensive menu, and take
home a souvenir picture of the Fabulous Corino Brothers!
Slam down some great food, and
talk slams and jams with the Fabulous Corino Brothers! Saturday,
January 12, from Noon to 1 p.m. at
Burger Palace located at 251 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.
We will be waiting to see you all!
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Page 16

Thursday, January 10, 2013

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Coffee with a Conscience
Series to Host GrooveLily

TEENAGE DRAMA...Contagious Drama Workshop’s teen class, above, has
teamed up with New Jersey playwright Ben Clawson to create another original
production. A.S.A.P.’s Fables, which will be performed on Friday, January 18,
and Saturday, January 19, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield in Westminster
Hall.

Contagious Drama Teens to
Present A.S.A.P. Fables
WESTFIELD - For the third year
in a row, the Contagious Drama
Workshop’s (CDW) teen class has
teamed up with New Jersey playwright Ben Clawson to create another original production. A.S.A.P.’s
Fables will be performed on Friday,
January 18, and Saturday, January
19, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield in Westminster Hall.
“We are lucky to have Mr.
Clawson,” said Beth Painter, founder
of CDW. “He has become quite the
sought out playwright; we are both
thrilled and grateful!”
Mr. Clawson has a knack for creating material that is challenging, humorous and realistic. That is not always easy to find, especially when
the goal is producing an ensemble
piece for 17 students.
A.S.A.P.’s Fables is a collection of
short pieces based on Aesop’s Fables,
and there are over 650 in all! (Fear
not, only eight pieces will be performed). Although you will not find
any animals in the plays, the morals
surface as these teenage characters
face everyday challenges and dilemmas. Come and see if you can identify the fables!
Performances are at 8 p.m. on Friday, January 18, and Saturday, January 19, with a 2 p.m. matinee also on
Saturday. The matinee performance
will be free for all students with an
ID. As always, there will be a talk
back with Mr. Clawson and the cast
immediately following the Friday
night performance. Tickets are $5 for
students and $8 for adults, cheaper
than a movie!
Featured in the cast are Aaron
Black, Anna Bloomfield, Dan

Connolly, Will Connors, Vincent
DeRobertis, Elijah Fields, Jarred
Graber, Matthew McGowan, Julian
Mone, Ally Morganthal, Megan
Mulrooney, Casey Murphy, Lexi
Nelson, Calvin Nemeckay, Hannah
Painter, Matthew Schuman, and Joseph Stokes.
CDW has been very busy this year
and is proud to have added a community service piece to the program.
Both teen and middle school students
will have to opportunity to take their
improvisation talents on the road as
they run workshops with youth and
adults who are less privileged. According to Ms. Painter, it is a great
way to give back and it is so much
fun.
Ms. Painter’s adult troupe, Contagious Laughter, will be making their
debut performance as part of the
fundraising efforts of the Westfield
Women’s Club to benefit Family
Promise of New Jersey. Contagious
Laughter will perform on Friday,
February 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. For more information,
c
o
n
t
a
c
t
emmas@momentiproductions.com.
The Contagious Drama Workshop
offers acting classes for students ages
6 through adult. CDW is currently
accepting registration for the winter
session, which begins on Wednesday, January 23. New to the schedule
is an improvisation class for middle
school students, as well as the newly
added adult improvisation workshop,
which has ongoing registration. Visit
www.contagiousdrama.com for all
forms and information or call (917)
836-3740.

Theater Project Seeks
Entries From HS Student
AREA — The Theater Project’s
11th Annual Young Playwrights
Competition is seeking submissions
from New Jersey high school student playwrights. The competition
is open to all New Jersey secondary
school students, ages 13 to 18. All
entries must be received by Monday, January 21.
Not many 13-18 year-olds have
an opportunity to have a play they
wrote performed in a reading by
professional actors, but the three of
them who win the project’s Young
Playwrights Competition will get
that chance. The competition will
culminate in a performance/awards
ceremony in March.
The Theater Project, an awardwinning drama company, is sponsoring the 11th annual competition
to encourage the next generation of
theater practitioners and audiences
by honoring student work and bringing it to life. In addition to having
their work performed, the first, second, and third place authors will
receive $600, $400 and $200 savings bonds, respectively. Three additional student writers will receive
Honorable Mention certificates.
“Putting words together in a
meaningful way is not only about
communication, but also fosters the
critical thinking skills so necessary
to success in education and the
workplace,” says Theater Project
artistic director Mark Spina.
The competition was inspired by
a generous donation from Linden
resident Bill Mesce, Jr., an awardwinning playwright and screenwriter, whose recent short story collection, “Precis,” was published by
Stephen F. Austin, University Press.
He is also the author of “Overkill:
The Rise and Fall of Thriller Cinema,” and writes regularly about
film and television for the awardwinning website, Sound on Sight.
“It is not only impressive but inspiring to see these young people
applying themselves to an art form
that has always been about a command of language, and a bit awesome to see how well they carry it
off,” Mr. Mesce said.

Competition guidelines are as follows: Only one entry per author;
Scripts must be typed in play format; All submissions must be 10 to
25 pages (excerpts of longer work
will be accepted; Original work
only, no adaptations; All entrants
must be New Jersey residents in
secondary school. There is an entry
fee of $5. Entries must be received
by Monday, January 21.
Submissions should be emailed
to theaterproject @aol.com along
with a 50-word biography of the
author, contact information and the
name of school currently attended.
The $5 entry fee can be paid at
TheTheaterProject.org.
All questions can be directed to
The Theater Project by calling (973)
763-4029 or by email at
theaterproject@aol.com.

WESTFIELD - The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its thirteenth season by presenting the
amazing power-pop trio, GrooveLily.
The concert will take place on Saturday, January 12, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue)
in Westfield. Doors will open at 7:15
p.m. and the concert begins at 8 p.m.
This concert will benefit Habitat For
Humanity – Plainfield Chapter. Tickets
can be purchased online in advance by
going to: groovelilly.eventbrite.com.
Admission is $23 on line and $27 at the
door.
GrooveLily ushers in the next generation of Folk music, with a contagiously effervescent sound that combines a sharp wit with intelligent original songwriting. Unabashedly combining elements of jazz, folk and popular music, their vocal harmonies weave
through a lush musical landscape textured with keyboards by Brendan
Milburn, percussion by Gene Lewin
and the blazing electric violin of lead
singer Valerie Vigoda.
Ms. Vigoda, has toured with Cyndi
Lauper, Cher, Tina Turner and Joe Jackson. Her gorgeous vocals and electrifying violin performances mesmerize
audiences everywhere – often simultaneously, since her strap-on signature
“flying-V” six-string Viper violin allows her to sing and play at the same
time.
Mr. Milburn is not only an incredible
rock and roll pianist, but a masterful
songwriter of unsurpassed talent and
craft. Audiences cannot help but keep
humming his fresh and unforgettable
melodies, many of which are destined
to becoming standards.
Mr. Lewin, the drummer, is often
compared to Carter Beauford of the

Dave Matthew’s Band. Gene is an intricate and exhilarating jazz drummer
whose drum work brings out the best in
the music he plays. The trio generate
“fun energy” wherever they go and
have been actively touring since 1994
with numerous CDs to their credit.
In June of 2001, GrooveLilly played
the main stage at the Kerrville Folk
Festival and took the place by storm.
They are in serious demand nationwide and the Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is lucky to have them
and incredibly proud to present them.
For more info about this concert and
the featured artists, please visit
groovelilly.eventbrite.com/
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series is a seven-show series running from October through May at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. The Series supports the following charities: Contact We Care
(Westfield), Homefirst (Plainfield),
Habitat for Humanity (Plainfield), the
Community Food Bank of NJ (Hillside) and the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund (Mountainside). Each beneficiary
has at least one concert dedicated to it
during the season.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm Street in
Westfield and is further supported by a
generous grant from the Westfield Service League, and a few other private
donations – which are encouraged.
For more information about the Coffee With Conscience Concert Series,
the upcoming performance, or ways in
which to get involved with the series,
visit www.coffeewithconscience.org.
You can also call the Concert Hotline at
(908) 412-9105 or e-mail
ahrre@ahrre.com. Volunteers are always appreciated.

LIVE IMPROV…The Contagious Drama Workshop will perform “Contagious
Laughter” to benefit Family Promise of New Jersey. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Jackie Weiner, Thomas Peitz, Jennifer Principato, Wendy Connolly, Steven
Lesiak, Hannah Lieberman, Kate Walsh, Barbara Karp, Jen Kitchen, Pam
Owen, Beth Painter and Emma Schwartz.

WCW to Host ‘Contagious
Laughter’ for Family Promise
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield is doing it again! Last
year the club provided a Zumba comedy spoof, which aired on YouTube
to raise funds for Gilda’s Club. This
year brings more laughter with a live
improvisational show called “Contagious Laughter.” The show will be
produced through the courtesy of the
Contagious Drama Workshop and
Momenti Productions to raise funds
for Family Promise of New Jersey,
the 2013 project of New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC), which supports homeless families in New Jersey.
“Contagious Laughter,” an adult
improve group, was created three
years ago by Beth Painter, who is the
founder of The Contagious Drama
Workshop, based in Westfield. The
current group consists of members
Thomas Peitz, Wendy Connolly, Beth
Painter, Emma Schwartz, Pam Owen,
Jennifer Principato, Steven Lesiak,
Kate Walsh, Barbara Karp and

Hannah Lieberman who have been
working together this past year.
“Contagious Laughter” will perform its debut show on Friday, February 8, at 7.30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. All proceeds of the show
will go to the Family Promise of New
Jersey.
“We are so excited to be performing our debut show for this great
cause. Raising money and laughing
are a great combination,” Ms. Painter
said
There will be a valentine bake sale
during the intermission organized by
Woman’s Club of Westfield member
Pat D’Angelo with all proceeds going to Family Promise of New Jersey.
Tickets are $15 each. For more
information,
contact
emmas@momentiproductions.com
or call (908) 577-7623. For more
information on the Contagious Drama
Workshop,
visit
www.contagiousdrama.com.

ACTORS WANTED…The Community Access Unlimited (CAU) Community Players will launch their 2013 season with open auditions for this year’s performance
of Disney’s musical Beauty and the Beast Jr. Pictured are CAU Community Players in the 2012 production of Seussical Jr.

CAU to Hold Auditions for
Beauty and the Beast Jr.
ELIZABETH — The Community Access Unlimited (CAU) Community Players will launch their
2013 season with open auditions
for this year’s performance of
Disney’s musical Beauty and the
Beast Jr. beginning Saturday, January 12. Auditions are open to the
public.
Auditions will be held on Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
for children; 1 to 3 p.m. for teens
and adults
Tuesday, January 15, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. – All ages and Wednesday,
January 16, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for
callbacks. All auditions will be held
at 88 West Grand Street in Eliza-

Photo courtesy of Kevin Sebastian

YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS…The Theater Project’s 11th Annual Young Playwrights Competition is seeking submissions from New Jersey high school student
playwrights. Pictured are the 2011 Theater Project winners, seated, Melanie
Cuccioli; back row: Victoria Grayner, Janine Puhak, Arthur Mezzo, Lauren
Friezo.

beth.
Those auditioning should prepare
a song from Beauty and the Beast
Jr. or a song that style.
Community Access Unlimited is
a nonprofit serving people with disabilities and at-risk youth, providing housing and life skills support.
The CAU Community Players is a
collaboration between CAU members and staff and the public to
jointly stage an annual theatrical
performance. Last year amateur
actors from seven communities and
three counties joined with CAU
members and staff to stage Seussical
Jr. at Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield, the first such joint
production in Union County.
This year, the CAU Community
Players will put on Beauty and the
Beast Jr. and are inviting new participants to join in the production.
Open roles include: the Beast; the
beauty, Belle; supporting characters, such as Gaston, Belle’s father;
Maurice, and Mrs. Potts, a cook who
has become a teapot; villagers, silly
girls, servants, wolves and narrators.
“The CAU Community Players
and the productions we stage are
wonderful opportunities for our
members to interact and collaborate
with the community of which they are
a part,” said Alyson Monaco, CAU’s
community integration coordinator.
“It also is an ideal chance for members
of the community, including children
and young adults, to interact with
people with disabilities and to perform side by side with them, a wonderful learning experience.”
For more information about auditions or to learn about volunteering
behind
the
scenes,
visit
www.caucommunityplayers.com or
contact Alyson Monaco at
amonaco@caunj.org or by calling
(908) 354-3040, ext. 216.
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WAA to Host Detective
David “Baretta” Toma
WESTFIELD — Visual art, long eos are used internationally by
the mainstay of the Westfield Art schools, hospitals, jails, treatment
Association (WAA), comprises centers, doctors, counselors and
only one segment of the human corporations worldwide. He has
creative endeavor, which includes received many honorary degrees
all the performing and literary arts. and humanitarian awards, includFrom this more inclusive perspec- ing both the prestigious “Four
tive, the WAA will host “An After- Chaplains Legion of Honor
noon with Detective David Bronze Medallion,” whose other
‘Baretta’ Toma” at its next meet- honorees include four United
States presidents, as well as the
ing on Sunday, January 20.
Detective Toma will share, from Olympic Medal he received from
a personal perspective that few the government of Montréal,
can imagine, some of his many Canada, during the 1976 Canadian Summer Olymand varied interpic Games, recognizactions with the
ing his work counsel“greats” of the
ing Canadian youth
performing arts
and adults.
and entertainHaving given thoument world.
sands of lectures to
David Toma
millions kids and parwas a drill inents across a 50 year
structor
and
timeframe, he has
former middlebeen referred to as
weight boxing
“the greatest motivachampion of the
tional speaker in
United States
America.” A movie
Marine Corps.
screenplay about his
He was a police
fascinating life called
officer for 21
Toma – The Man, The
years – 17 of
Mission, The Message
those years as a
has just been comDetective in the
Detective David Toma
pleted.
Vice, Gambling
As his 80th birthday apand Narcotics Squad – in one of
the busiest cities in the world, proaches, against ever-mounting
Newark, New Jersey. Over 50 years opposition, David Toma continago, he was the innovator of using ues his efforts indefatigably at a
disguises in his police work, a pace that would wither many who
practice which has been copied by are decades younger, never refusother law enforcement profession- ing any of the numerous calls for
als and which has been the basis help, no matter the time of day or
night.
for many television shows.
The meeting will be held from
Mr. Toma is the only person
alive to ever have two television 1 – 4 p.m. on Sunday, January 20,
series based on his life; “Toma” in the Community Room of the
and “Baretta”. He has also written Westfield Municipal Building,
six bestselling books; the latest, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
“Unforgettable – The Life and NJ. The Community Room is
Legend of David Toma” has just handicapped-accessible. Admission is free and the presentation is
been completed.
These books, as well as his vid- open to the public.

Monk’s Painting and Carpentry
973-635-7900
MonksCarpentry.com
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McCOY NETS 17 POINTS, 7 REBOUNDS; McGOVERN GETS 9 PTs, 8 RBs; GOELLER 9 PTs, 4 ASSTs

N. Hunterdon Lions Outlast Lady Cougar Cagers, 45-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One day after dropping a tough
game to the 7-0 Roselle Catholic
High School Lions for their first
setback, the Cranford Cougar
basketball Ladies experienced
another tough setback, this time

to the 7-1 North Hunterdon Lions, 45-39, in Cranford on January 5.
“Both of them are very good
teams. North Hunterdon runs
their offense very well. They get
open shots. When they don’t have
their open shots, they run through

them until they get something.
They try to make you fall asleep
on defense,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.
For the most part, the 6-2 Cougars and the Lions kept within
two to three points of each other
until late in the forth quarter

Story on page 11
of The Westfield Leader

ers with 17 points, including a
nine-point spurt in the second
quarter. McCoy also pulled down
seven rebounds and added a pair
of assists. Center Kaitlin
McGovern had eight rebounds
and scored nine points, which
included 4-for-6 from the free
throw line. The Cougars finished
9-for-12 (75 percent) from the
line, while the Lions had some
difficulty, hitting 7-for-22 (32
percent) from the line.
“We do practice a lot of foul
shots, because you never know
what kind of situation you are
going to get into at the end of the
game where you are going to
need those,” Coach Dyer said.
Cougar point guard Jenna
Goeller sank nine points, including a pair of 3-pointers, and added
four assists and two steals. Forward Carly Maucione had four
points. Mairead McKeary had an
assist and two rebounds, and

Kerry Wischesen had an assist
and three rebounds.
The Lions had trouble penetrating the Cougars’ defense but did
have some success from the outside, hitting six 3-pointers.
Caroline Giordano led her team
with 10 points, including two 3pointers. Hailey Stine had nine
points, including a pair of 3-pointers, and Allison Lane also had
nine points. Christine Young and
Jill Bellofatto each hit a 3-pointer.
“We are a team that likes to go.
So when a team kind of slows us
down, it’s a little bit of a helter
skelter issue for us, but for the
most part we did a good job of
blocking their backdoor cuts and
underneath the basket,” Coach
Dyer said.
Offensively, the Cougars did
work the ball well and set up
several fine plays, but they failed
to finish some seemingly easy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior point guard Jenna Goeller, No. 4, attempts to tip the ball from Lion
sophomore guard Hailey Stine, No. 2. The Lions outlasted the Cougars, 45-39.
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when deliberate fouling became
a necessity for Cranford.
Cougar Jess McCoy led all scorDavid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

l'ennemi du journaliste

HANDS ON APPROACH…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, attempts to steal the
ball, while teammate Mairead McKeary, No. 13,guards the basket.
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SMITH SINKS 13 POINTS, OBLACHINSKI SCORES 12, GREEN GETS 9 PTs, WILLS BUCKETS 8

Rahway Edges Cougar Boys with Full-Court Press, 55-51
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing by nine points midway
through the third quarter, the
Rahway High School boys basketball team did what it has been
known to do best, establish a
full-court press that worked, and
pulled out a 55-51 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
on January 4.
The Cougars, playing without
starter Stephan Fedorchak (in-

Probitas Verus Honos

jured wrist) were hot underneath
the boards in the first quarter
with the effective shooting of
senior center Reggie Green, who
rolled in eight of his nine points
to give his team a 17-10 lead.
Junior John Oblachinski sank four
of his 12 points, and Chris Wills
hit three of his eight points in the
quarter. Matt Smith put in two
points, but his accurate shooting
later in the game would give him
a team-leading 13 points.
The Indians hit four straight
free throws early in the second
quarter to narrow the gap to 1714 then Chris Wills broke their

streak with a 2-pointer. By halftime, the Indians had reduced
the Cougars’ lead to 26-22. Wills
totaled five points in the quarter
and Mike Guariello, who finished
the game with seven points, sank
four points.
With 5:22 on the clock in the
third quarter, the Indians shrank
the Cougars’ lead to 31-29, but
Smith got hot from the outside
and banged a pair of 3-pointers
and a 2-pointer. Oblachinski hit
three 2-pointers, and at one time
the Cougars stretched their lead
to nine points.
The full-court press set in and

the Indians got the Cougars to
make bad passes and created
several steals that were converted to lay-ups. By the beginning of the fourth quarter, the
Cougars’ lead was cut to four
points, 41-37.
The Indians chipped away until
they knotted the score, 42-42
with 5:30 remaining in the game
then seconds later took a 44-42
lead. One minute later,
Oblachinski hit a 2-pointer for
the tie then Rahway regained the
lead, 48-44, with a pair of free
throws and a lay-up. Smith
banged a 3-pointer and Tommy

Trotter sank a free throw to tie
the score, 48-48, with 1:50 left.
The Indians went to the line
and sank one of two free throws
then converted a steal to a layup to grab a 51-48 lead with 1:15
left. Guarino rolled in a lay-up 10
seconds later, but Rahway sank
a free throw to make the score
52-50 with 37.2 on the clock.
Trotter sank a free throw 11 seconds later, but the Indians hit a
free throw and converted another steal to a lay-up to finalize
the scoring.
Rahway
Cranford

10 12 15 18
17 9 15 10

55
51

Story on page 11
of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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CLOSELY GUARDED…Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, is closely guarded by a Rahway defender LOOKING TO DRIBBLE THROUGH…Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1, looks to dribble past a
as he tries to dribble toward the basket.
Rahway defender.
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Lady Lions Outlast Cougars, 45-39
lay-ups.
“Offensively, we had a hard
time hitting our shots. We had a
hard time setting things today.
The shots were there, but they
were not going in. Yesterday was
along night for us. One of our JV
players was injured and it just
carried on. To bounce back from
a tough game yesterday and
come back today and try to fight
through that was asking a lot,”
Coach Dyer said.
The Lions had an 8-4 lead in the
first quarter until Goeller nailed
a 3-pointer just before the
buzzer. The Lions hit three 3pointers and won the second
quarter, 16-15, to take a 24-22
lead at the half, but Goeller assisted McCoy four times, accounting for her nine-point spurt.
McKeary assisted McGovern for

two points.
The Lions hit two more 3-pointers in the third quarter and extended their lead to 35-32.
Goeller hit her second 3-pointer
and a pair of free throws,
McGovern hit three from the line
and McCoy add a 2-pointer. The
Lions hit another 3-pointer and
had a 40-36 lead with 2:49 remaining then after trading 2pointers, the Cougars were forced
to foul. Giordano hit two from the
line to make the score, 44-39,
with 53.6 second remaining.
Giordano added another free
throw just before time ran out.
“We are going to take a day off
to relax, and they know Monday
what we have to do for next
week,” Coach Dyer said.
N. Hunterdon
Cranford

8 16 11 10
7 15 10 7

45
39

Cougar Matmen Stop
Gov. Livingston, 40-25
The Cranford High School wrestling team came on strong in the
upper weights to roll past Governor Livingston, 40-25, in Berkeley Heights on January 4.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: —Jon ElKhoury (C) p Sean
Tomlinson, 2:17
106: — Chris Sergio (G) d Chase
Gunther, 4-3
113: — Joe Colder (G) p Nick
Scaramuzzi, :33
120: — Jon Mele (G) md Andrew
Tompkins, 9-1
126: — Austin Senkarik (G) d Dave
Busch, 4-2
132: — Gavin Murray (C) won forfeit
138: — Ryan Hoy (G) d Nick Frediani, 6-1
145: — Nico Cappello (C) p Andrew
Lipnick, 1:18
152: — Jeremy Klein (G) d Corey Birch,
11-6
160: — Jim Dwyer (C) md TJ Nicholson,
14-0
170: — Matt DiMartino (C) p Mike
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Butkerait, 2:42
182: — Corey Markovitch (C) p Jay
Luciani, 4:43
195: — Shane Haddad (G) d Rob
Kessler, 15-11
220: — Jeff Weiss (C) p DJ McHugh, 2:46

Cougar Matmen Win
Two of Three Matches

The Cranford High School wrestling team defeated Hackettstown,
42-24, and Clifton, 38-32, and
lost to North Bergen, 39-27, on
January 5. Jimmy Dwyer won two
bouts at 170-lbs and one at 160lbs. Jeff Weiss (220) and heavyweight Jon ElKhoury won all three
of their bouts. Mike Cappello
(145), Gavin Murray (132), Corey
Markovich (182) and Rob Kessler
(195) won two bouts.

Cougar Icemen Chill
GL Highlanders, 6-1

with a 6-1 chilling of Governor
Livingston at the Union Sports
Arena on January 5. Alex
Kempinski flicked in three goals
and Tom Fitzgerald added a pair
of assists for the Cougars. Nick
Collucci, Sean Feeney and Dan
Murphy also netted goals.
Cranford
Gov. Liv.

4
0

1
1

1
0

6
1

R.C. Lady Lions Stop
Cougar Cagers, 51-41
The 7-0 Roselle Catholic High
School girls basketball team remained unbeaten with a 51-41
victory over the 6-1 Cranford
Cougars on January 4. Jenna
Goeller scored 12 points and Carly
Maucione sank 11, while Jess
McCoy and Mairead McKeary each
scored seven points for the Cougars.

The Cranford High School ice Cranford
hockey team improved to 3-1-1 Roselle Cath.
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COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Rob O’Shaughnessy and Regina Hunter, both on the
winter track team, completed at the UCIAC Relays this past weekend. Rob, a junior, threw 40’1" to
help lead the boys shot put relay to a fifth place finish. Regine, a senior, jumped 4’10” to help the girls
win the high jump event. She also placed second in the shuttle relay and fourth in the 800-meter relay.

CRANFORD ATHLETE FOR JANUARY 3…Nico Cappello, a freshman on the varsity wrestling
team and as an unseeded wrestler went on to take first place at the Bloomfield Tournament between
Christmas and New Year. Cappello also recorded a key victory in the Cougars’ win over the then stateranked Brearley Bears.

