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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

2012 Year In Review: July Through November

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2012-08-02: FINISHED...There were 2,600 runners and approximately 6,000
spectators from throughout the region on Wednesday evening, July 25 at the
annual “5K Pizza Run” in Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
2012-06-14: THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE, PIPPIN…The cast of Westfield High
School’s musical, Pippin, strike a pose at the end of their presentation at the Rising
Star Awards at Paper Mill Playhouse on June 4. Pippin was nominated for
Outstanding Overall Production of a Musical.

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
2012-08-30: REPUBLICAN CONVENTION...Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer, left, poses with Governor Chris Christie at the Republican National
Convention taking place in Tampa, Fla.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
2012-06-14: NATIVE-AMERICAN DANCE....A Native-American dance is dem-
onstrated at Union County’s Harvest Festival held Sunday at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
2012-07-12: COMMUNITY…The Westfield Community Band, joined by the
Sons of the American Revolution and the Daughters of the American Revolution,
entertain the crowd at its annual Independence Day Celebration at the gazebo in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield on July 5.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
2012-11-08: WAITING GAME...Area residents wait in line for gas last week at
the Hess station on North Avenue in Garwood. Gas supplies dwindled as stations
were depleted or had no power to pump the gas.

JUNE
Westfield
The Westfield Town Council approved

two measures that raised the salaries of
police and other town officials. The town
ordinance pertaining to pay scale was
amended to reflect the recent police con-
tract settlement completed in March.
According to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, the salary structure institutes a
pay scale retroactive to January 2010 and
will remain in effect until January of
2014, the final year of the police contract.

After several delays in the reconstruc-
tion and reopening of Ferraro’s Restau-
rant, the project was slated to be com-
pleted, and the restaurant reopened, be-
tween mid-August and September, ac-
cording to owners Anna and Palmiro
Ferraro’s son-in-law, Chuck Murray. A
six-alarm fire destroyed the Elm Street
restaurant, which has operated in
Westfield since 1969, on May 5, 2011,
also causing severe damage to a neigh-
boring building. Completion of the re-
construction project was originally slated
for Mother’s Day of 2012, and was then
pushed back to June of this year.

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved a new, two-story, 37-foot-high
retail and housing building at the corner
of 435 South Avenue West and 525
Westfield Avenue. In January, the previ-
ous building at the site was destroyed by
fire along with six businesses, including
Clyne & Murphy caterers. The first level
will be built with a six-retail-store capac-
ity maximum, or if businesses wish, they
can turn it into one storefront. Board
member Robert Newell told The Westfield
Leader that Clyne & Murphy would not
return to the new building.

Westfield High School’s Prom took
place Saturday, June 2, at the Pines Manor
in Edison.

The Westfield Board of Education
voted 5-3 to accept the BOE’s Facilities
Committee’s recommendation to include
a district-wide roof replacement and re-
pair project in conjunction with a lighted
turf field project at Westfield High School
as one proposal. The public vote on the
$17-million bond referendum was sched-
uled for September 24.

Concerning the November BOE elec-
tions, two incumbents and one new can-
didate decided to run for the three open
seats. BOE President Richard Mattessich,
current member Gretchan Ohlig and new
candidate Lucy Biegler opted to run for
positions. J. Brendan Galligan filed to
run for the one-year-term seat, a seat that

was vacated by Julia Walker.
The faculty and staff of WHS, along

with many parents and guests, celebrated
the graduation of the 456 members of the
Class of 2012 on the softball fields be-
hind the school. The ceremony was held
outdoors in over 90-degree temperatures.

The Westfield BOE appointed Dana
Sullivan as its next business administra-
tor/board secretary, effective September
1. The position was held by Interim Busi-
ness Administrator Vincent Yaniro fol-
lowing the arrest of former administrator
Robert Berman as part of a kickback
scheme involving school-construction
bids.

Garwood
A motion to pass an ordinance for bulk

pickup this year failed, 3-2, with borough
council members Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the plan.
Councilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said, “I
think it is the fair thing to do,” when
asked by Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance presented.

She said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means to
dispose of unwanted items through hir-
ing a private hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed to run
for the Garwood BOE, a three-year seat
remained open. BOE President Adele
Lewis and current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year open
positions. If no write-ins emerged during
the election, the board would appoint
another member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.

Cranford
The township committee, in a 3-2 party-

line vote, gave final approval to the 2012
municipal budget, to be financed by a
2.96-percent increase in property-tax lev-
ies. The $33.97-million spending plan –
of which, $22.5 million would be fi-
nanced by property taxes with $900,000
in surplus also contributing – was criti-
cized by the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin Campbell say-
ing that too much surplus was being used,
a move he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be looked at as
“the savings account of the town” and
more should be set aside for future emer-
gencies such as another hurricane and
flooding.

Mountainside
Mountainside BOE members Jeane

Parker and Kate Motz – who were ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011 to
replace Mary Beth Schaumberg and

Carolyn Williams, both of whom resigned
– decided to run for full terms.

Approximately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district paraded
around Beechwood School, despite the
inclement weather, to rally for a contract,
which they had been without for two
years. The teachers, in matching blue
shirts, displayed red and white posters as
they chanted, “Still teaching, still caring,
no contract, two years!” The teachers
marched through the board of education
parking lot and down Woodacres Drive
in front of the school.

The Mountainside BOE introduced
new Interim School Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Charles
Milewski, who succeeded Daniel
Saragnese.

Scotch Plains
Councilwoman Mary DePaola was se-

lected by the township council to serve as
mayor for the remainder of the year,
filling the unexpired term of Nancy
Malool, who resigned on May 20 to take
a position with state government. Mrs.
DePaola was chosen by a unanimous 3-0
vote.

Later, the township Republican Com-
mittee appointed Edward Saridaki to the
township council after the governing body
failed to muster enough votes to name
Mr. Saridaki to fill Mrs. DePaola’s former
council seat.

Union County and Scotch Plains offi-
cials unveiled the newly completed Pon-
derosa Farm Park at 1600 Cooper Road
in Scotch Plains at a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony. Prior to its purchase by Union
County in September 2003, the 23-acre
farmland property was the estate of the
late Norman “Dutch” Sevell, who founded
and owned Sevell’s Auto Body and Tow-
ing on South Avenue in Westfield.

The sound of the marching band’s
cymbals led the graduation march, as 369
seniors in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Class of 2012
walked proudly across Perry H. Tyson
Athletic Field.

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
welcomed the Temple Sholom congre-
gation by approving construction of a
new temple on Lake Avenue. The temple
was permitted as a conditional use and
fully conformed to code.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that

the borough would not be able to adopt its
budget until state-aid figures were deter-
mined.

“We’re not sure what [the state] is

going to do with their budget,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We know the average tax-
payer will see a $55 [tax] increase,” she
added. Mayor Mahr explained this figure
breaks down as increases of $7.67 at the
municipal level, $38.21 for the county
and $10.85 for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district. The mayor esti-
mated the average Fanwood tax bill at
$10,700.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three cur-
rent members of the BOE, including the
president, Norman “Trip” Whitehouse,
and members Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner, decided to run for
re-election for three-year terms.

SPFHS held its senior prom Friday,
June 8, at Pines Manor in Edison.

Later in the month, Mayor Mahr
pointed to “a very historic moment” re-
garding downtown redevelopment. The
governing body endorsed a “redevelop-
ment agreement” for the next phases of
the downtown’s makeover. Once final-
ized, the agreement essentially was to
facilitate the planned redevelopment of
the former Livingston-Wilbor and Sov-
ereign Bank properties and other pieces
of adjacent borough-owned property,
parts or all of which will be sold to the
developers who will build it up similar to
other neighboring properties.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved an amendment to
increase its total budget by $5.1 million
to $488.9 million, while lowering the
county tax by $541,725 to $302.5 million
from the introduced budget. The tax,
however, represents an increase of $11.3
million over last year. The county in-
creased its tax levy above the allowable
2-percent cap by using its cap bank, a
mechanism that allows counties and mu-
nicipalities to calculate the amount of
money they were below the cap over a
three-year period and use those figures to
exceed the cap when needed.

Region/Area
Two-term Rep. Leonard Lance easily

defeated businessman David Larsen,
18,062 to 11,539, in the Republican Pri-
mary and was to face Democratic state
Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula in the
Seventh Congressional District race. The
district includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield, as well as
about 1,000 Scotch Plains residents.

An Assembly committee advanced leg-
islation sponsored by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) that
would upgrade the penalty for carrying a

firearm in school buildings and grounds.
JULY

Westfield
Several residents, along with repre-

sentatives from Global Advisors
Smokefree Policy (GASP), asked the
Westfield Town Council to make all of
the town’s parks smoke-free. Mayor Andy
Skibitsky said, “It seems like a good
idea” but that he would wait for the
recommendations to come from the board
of health and the recreation commission,
and that the issue would be heard at the
committee level before seeking full coun-
cil approval.

Members of the BOE faced a skeptical
and vocal room of several dozen-neigh-
borhood residents, as the board and sev-
eral consultants attempted to explain its
proposal to build a lighted turf athletic
field behind Westfield High School
(WHS). The three-hour meeting often
devolved into simultaneously shouted
questions and catcalls from residents, as
BOE President Richard Mattesich, board
member and chairwoman of its facilities
committee, Jane Clancy, and WHS Ath-
letics Supervisor Sandy Mamary at-
tempted to speak about the $3.3-million
project itself, but also why the board
grouped the field project with a $13-
million roof-repair proposal into one
bond.

Garwood
New Jersey State Superior Court Judge

Karen Cassidy, the assignment judge for
Union County, ruled that The Pointe, a
44-unit, age-restricted condominium
complex, was not entitled to snow and ice
removal by the borough because she
deemed that the “area in question was not
a road but a driveway not subject to the
Municipal Services Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed the coun-
cil chambers to express their disapproval
of a $3.2-million bond proposal to build
a turf field. They argued against under-
taking more debt and that the project only
benefits a few. The borough has about
4,000 residents. The added debt would
average about $1,800 per property owner.
The council nevertheless voted to pro-
ceed, with a final vote coming at a meet-
ing in August.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Thomas Beese, Jr., director of special

services for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district, said the special-education

graduation rate is at 100 percent in the
district, where the state indicated that a
rate of 80 percent or higher is acceptable.

The citizens’ organization Courage to
Reconnect Scotch Plains/Fanwood (CTR-
SPF) held the second of three public
meetings at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
The organization is seeking local and
state endorsement to study consolidating
the two municipalities.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders continued to privatize op-
erations at Runnells Specialized Hospital
in Berkeley Heights in an effort to reduce
an $11-million operating deficit.

Regional/Area
Longtime Clark resident Vera Pecoraro

was discovered dead in her home on
Rolling Hill Way, the victim of a homi-
cide. She was found on a couch in her
living room with her throat cut by a
serrated knife that was left nearby. After
the autopsy and the Union County Medi-
cal Examiner’s determination, the
prosecutor’s office treated the case as a
homicide investigation rather than a sui-
cide, as authorities originally believed.

Local towns and state lawmakers re-
acted to a report by state Comptroller
Matthew Boxer that 202 part-time mu-
nicipal officials (none of whom were
named) in 57 of the 58 towns surveyed in
the report were in the state pension sys-
tem despite being ineligible. The comp-
troller said those benefits could amass
$1.9 million per year.

The United States Supreme Court is-
sued a 5-4 ruling upholding the Afford-
able Care Act.

AUGUST
Westfield
Just one week after Westfield native

Nick Delpopolo competed on the U.S.
Judo Team at the 2012 Olympic Games
in London, he was disqualified by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC).
The 23-year-old athlete tested positive
for metabolites of cannabis in an in-
competition drug test. Mr. Delpopolo,
who placed seventh overall in the men’s
73kg weight class, claimed that a few
weeks before the games began, he un-
knowingly consumed brownies laced with
marijuana.

Anna Reid, 15, used the life-saving
skills she learned as a Girl Scout to help

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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2012 Year In Review, Part 2

Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
2012-10-11: BACK IN TIME...Erick Hoens catches up with The Westfield Leader
while on a trip to Belgium and France. Erick and his dad visited the locations from
Normandy to Germany that Erick’s grandfather’s division (39th Infantry Regi-
ment, 9th Division) battled over during World War II. They traveled from Utah
Beach through Belgium to the Hurtgen Forest in Germany where Erick’s
grandfather’s unit saw a lot of action.

Photo courtesy of Grace Roth
2012-08-16: AROUND THE WORLD FROM A TO Z...The Roth children enjoy
The Westfield Leader at Victoria Falls in Zambia after traveling the world in
alphabetical order with their parents. They recently finished the alphabet with a
trip to South Africa and Zambia.

2012-08-23: GLACIERS...The Bebel family hikes 9.8 miles to Iceberg Lake in
Glacier National Park, Mont., then rests to enjoy The Westfield Leader. They
spent a week hiking and then a week at Elkhorn Ranch in Gallatin Gateway,
Mont. In 1850, 150 glaciers were estimated to be in Glacier National Park. By
1968, there were around 50. Today, the number of glaciers in the park is 26.

2012-06-28: BUENO...Frank, Alison, Gail and Wyatt Smith of Westfield enjoy
The Westfield Leader, as well as the sights in Florence, Italy with Brunelleschi’s
Duomo behind them.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Maloney
2012-09-13: GO USA...The Maloney family of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader at the London Olympics. Pictured are Ruth, Maeve and Muriel Maloney.

Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

her rescue a choking toddler in her care.
The WHS rising sophomore was
babysitting two children in Garwood and
assisted 3-year-old Lia Simitz, who was
choking on a bite of pizza.

Garwood
With the council chambers packed with

residents both opposing and supporting
it, the Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize construction of a multi-func-
tioning athletic field complex to replace
the Garwood Little League Park at the
end of Myrtle Avenue. It will include a
Little League field, a turf field, basketball
and bocce courts, a playground, an air-
conditioned and heated field house that
also can be used for senior meetings, a
full kitchen, scoreboards, field lighting
and a walking path.

Cranford
The Cranford Township Committee

held a special meeting to award a contract
for repairs, renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the municipal build-
ing on Springfield Avenue, which was
devastated by Hurricane Irene in August
2011. The lowest fully responsive bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was awarded
the contract at the price of $1,870,000.

Scotch Plains
A water main measuring four feet in

diameter ruptured at the intersection of
Portland Avenue and Birch Street, result-
ing in a 15-foot-long by 14-foot-deep
crack in the street. Two homes were
reported flooded in basements with water
that damaged clothes, furniture, photo-
graphs and more. Water rushed inside
with such force that it shattered
homeowners’ windows. Residents were
forced to evacuate after roads turned into
rivers.

The township council approved two
ordinances reducing speed limits on two
major roads. The speed limit on Martine
Avenue between King Street and Cooper
Road was reduced to 35 mph, while the
segment between Cooper Road and
Raritan Road was lowered to 40 mph.
The speed limit on Raritan Road between

Terrill Road and Lake Avenue was re-
duced to 35 mph, while the segment
between Lake Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road was lowered to 25 mph.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Borough Council ap-

proved redevelopment agreements with
a developer for the second and third phases
of the Fanwood Crossing mixed-use de-
velopment in the downtown area. The
council approved tax resolutions and or-
dinances for each of the projects.

Ground was broken on the first mixed-
use Fanwood Crossing building, located
at Martine and South Avenues, in May of
2011 by Elite Properties, a Warren-based
developer. Elite recently received its
Certificate of Occupancy (CO), and ten-
ants are now living in the apartments
above future retail tenants.

The second phase of the Crossing
project, also to be a mixed-use structure,
will be located on the former site of
Sovereign Bank and Livingston-Wilbor.
The third phase of the development will
be apartments to be situated on vacant
land owned by the borough along
LaGrande Avenue near Martine Avenue.

County
County residents criticized the Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
regarding increased costs for improve-
ments at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth. The board approved an in-
crease of $362,409 to the construction
management contract of KemperSports
Management, a golf -management com-
pany based in Illinois that manages Gal-
loping Hill as well as the Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains, to $2.1 million.
Construction is underway on a $15-mil-
lion, 45,000-square-foot clubhouse/ban-
quet facility and learning center at Gal-
loping Hill.

Region
The New Jersey Department of Trans-

portation (NJDOT) lifted suspensions of
red-light cameras, including several lo-
cated at intersections in Linden, Spring-
field, Union, Rahway and Roselle Park,
thus enabling the continuation of the is-

suing of tickets to motorists caught run-
ning red lights. The DOT had suspended
the cameras until it could determine if all
towns were in compliance with the for-
mula specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

Republican Presidential nominee Mitt
Romney selected Rep. Paul Ryan of Wis-
consin to complete the Republican ticket
as his vice-presidential choice.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield
The creation of the new parking spaces

at Westfield High School (WHS) and
Edison Intermediate School were com-
pleted in time for the opening of school.
Temporary striping also was installed at
the National Guard Armory, and new
signage was installed near WHS to in-
form drivers of the new parking restric-
tions.

A federal grant application to hire ad-
ditional firefighters was denied. The town
had applied for a Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). Had it been
approved, the town would have had the
ability to hire four new firefighters at no
cost to the taxpayers for two years.

The BOE discussed the bond referen-
dum for new roofs for Westfield school
buildings and a lighted multi-use turf
field at the high school. Superintendent
Margaret Dolan said that all 10 school
buildings would have their roofs replaced
by the summer of 2013 and that the roofs
would upgrade the insulation of the build-
ings, thus “conserving energy,” and also
would make it ideal for solar power.

Resident John Blake questioned why
the town hired new police officers and
not new firefighters. Mr. Blake also criti-
cized the use of the fire mutual aid sys-
tem, calling it “disgraceful” that towns
are “too cheap” to pay for additional
firefighters.

The Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC) named Heather
Robinson as its new executive director,
replacing former director Neil Pinkman,
who resigned in June.

The town council meeting’s public
portion once again centered on the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Avenue
and a discussion of resident Greg Kasko’s
credibility.

The BOE heard a resounding “no” as
voters turned down the $16.9-million
bond referendum which would have re-
paired roofs at every school in the district
and built a new lit turf field at WHS. The
final vote, including absentee ballots,
was 3,874 to 1,508.

The Westfield United Fund (WUF)
announced that Linda Maggio, executive
director for the past 38 years, would
assume the position of director emeritus.
Deirdre Gelinne, assistant director and a
past WUF volunteer, became the Fund’s
new executive director.

Scotch Plains
The council decided to consult with

officials from the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corporation about how best to uti-
lize what will ultimately be $100,000 in
funds dedicated to downtown business
district improvements.

A Rotary Club meeting featured an
update on plans to redevelop the Aunt
Betty Frazee House and adjacent prop-
erty as an educational, social and com-
munity resource.

After a six-month search process, the
township council named Henry Underhill
as township manager. He succeeded Chris
Marion, who resigned in late March to
take the administrator position in Old
Bridge.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
announced the appointment of Kimberley
Decker as the organization’s new chief
executive officer (CEO), replacing retir-
ing CEO Karin Dreixler.

The BOE announced that an official
search for a permanent School One prin-
cipal would start during November and
December, in the wake of the retirement
announcement of longtime district edu-
cator and now retired School One Princi-
pal Jeffrey Grysko.

The planning board gave conditional
approval to an expansion of the Stage
House Tavern’s parking lot, as well as a
revamping of the lot’s entrance and exit.

Fanwood
The State of New Jersey Department

of Community Affairs’ (DCA) Local Fi-
nance Board voted unanimously to grant
approval for a municipal consolidation
study between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to be conducted. The vote marks
the first time that citizens have followed
the steps outlined in the Local Option
Municipal Consolidation Act of 2007,
and been granted approval by the state to
conduct a consolidation study.

With funding received from a Smart
Growth grant, the borough hired Maser
Consulting to develop guidance on
achieving a redesigned downtown and to
study current parking trends and future
parking needs.

Garwood
The borough council adopted, by a 4-

2 vote, a new contract with the local PBA.
The three-year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-percent
raise thereafter, as well as longevity ben-
efits after serving five years on the force.
Council President Keith Sluka and Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu both opposed the
ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley announced that the state’s cost
for school employees’ health benefits
premiums would increase 14 percent be-
ginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s Ath-
letic Field Complex was completed.

Cranford
The planning board had some tough

questions for Warren Connelly, the ex-
ecutive director of the proposed Coun-
seling Center at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27 North
Avenue, East, and offer post-detoxifica-
tion counseling to persons recovering
from chemical and alcohol addiction.

The township committee considered
whether there was adequate funding avail-
able to restore two crossing guards to
their posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose posi-
tions were eliminated due to municipal
budget cuts.

Mountainside
The council approved a new collective

bargaining agreement between the bor-
ough and the local Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA). The new salary
structure instituted a new pay scale retro-
active from January 2011 and will remain
in effect until December 2013.

County
The freeholders voted on a $60,000

contract with a Pennsylvania company to
review operations at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in Berkeley Heights, a
county-operated facility, which has been
running annual deficits of between $10
and $11 million.

It was reported that towns, school
boards, Union County College (UCC)
and Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) were expected to save
$251,000 in energy costs in the first year
of the county’s renewable energy pro-
gram and $4.9 million over the next 15
years.

Region
The Kean University Board of Trust-

ees voted unanimously to extend the
present contract of its controversial presi-
dent, Dawood Farahi, for another five
years, at a salary of $293,550 per year,
with a retention bonus of $250,000 due in
June of 2013.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity board heard a presentation describing
how it might be able to reduce operating
costs by using benefits of a refinance of
its bonds.

OCTOBER
Westfield
BOE President Richard Mattessich said

that while he understood the public’s
vote rejecting the school bond, it still did
not negate the fact that the roofs need to
be repaired.

John Swiderski was sworn in as the
town’s newest police officer while Scott
Rodger was elevated to police captain.

The county freeholders considered a
resolution to support the installation of a
pedestrian HAWK signal, at no cost to
the county, at the Lord & Taylor cross-
walk on North Avenue in Westfield.

The council approved a refunding bond
ordinance of $1,295,000 in order to fund
property-tax credits, which the town re-
funded to residents who filed tax appeals.

The town is legally allowed to borrow
three-quarters of the $1.6 million it was

required to issue in credits for the current
year taxes.

Members of the BOE voted unani-
mously for a $13.6-million roof referen-
dum for a district-wide roof replacement,
to be held on December 11. This action
followed rejection of a nearly $17-mil-
lion bond in September which included
the roofs along with $3.5 million for a
new lighted turf field at WHS.

Scotch Plains
The township council heard from top

officials at the RVSA, who told govern-
ing body members that big rate increases
of recent years were likely to slow sig-
nificantly, with Scotch Plains’ rate hike
in 2013 likely to be close to its 3.3-
percent increase this year.

The zoning board approved an above
ground generator to be installed on the
grounds of the Evangel Church, located
at 1251 Terrill Road.

The council passed a resolution to hire
the Rosell Group to analyze the possible
merger of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
police departments.

The BOE ratified a new three-year
labor agreement with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA). The new contract is retroactive
from July 1, 2012 and extends to June 30,
2015. The contract includes a 2-percent
raise for SPFEA members in each of the
three years.

Fanwood
Fanwood residents gathered at the

Forest Road Park recreation building for
a special community meeting with the
mayor and council to discuss the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood consolidation study be-
ing launched by the Courage to Recon-
nect Scotch Plains and Fanwood (CTR-
SPF) organization.

The Fanwood Borough Council dis-
cussed a Verizon Wireless proposal to set
up a portable Cell on Wheels (COW) in
the Fanwood Municipal Building’s park-
ing lot.

Garwood
The zoning board approved a certifi-

cate of non-conformity for a two-family
house at 99 Oak Street, which is located
in a single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
in April, Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26 businesses.

Mountainside
The BOE announced it had completed

contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA). The contract covers the years
2010-2013 and includes salary increases
of zero percent for 2010-2011, 2.5 per-
cent for 2011-2012 and 2.5 percent for
2012-2013.

County
Union County sustained serious dam-

age from Hurricane Sandy along with a
massive blackout that included most of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

A Summit councilman asked the free-
holders to consider merging the Union
County Police Department into the
county’s sheriff’s department. He said
only Bergen and Union Counties still
have both departments, and Bergen is
looking at merging its departments.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice (UCPO) unveiled its new, $3-mil-
lion, three-story, 11,000-square-foot
Union County Child Advocacy Center in
a former funeral home on West Jersey
Avenue in Elizabeth. It boasts a welcom-
ing atmosphere for survivors of sexual
abuse.

The issue of Berkeley Heights wanting
to secede from Union County came up at
a freeholder meeting. John Bury of
Kenilworth said the township plans on
putting a non-binding referendum on the
November 2013 election ballot on the
secession question.

The freeholders approved a resolution
to award $1.5 million in Kids Recreation
Trust grants to 18 of the county’s 21
municipalities that applied.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
announced his office would no longer
investigate murders that occur in Eliza-
beth.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) suggested make-up dates for the
eight days lost in the school system due to
Hurricane Sandy. The school days were
missed from October 29 through No-
vember 7, but only two need to be made
up and rescheduled in the school calen-
dar. The storm not only blew down trees
and left 95 percent of Westfield without
power, but also affected the 2012-2013
school calendar.

Board of Education members discussed
the upcoming $13.6-million referendum
for a district-wide roof replacement. On
December 11, voters passed the bond by
a margin of 2,703 to 1,504.

The town council passed an ordinance
on first reading, which will continue 2012
sewer fees for residents for 2013.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover

was elected mayor of Scotch Plains, de-
feating incumbent Republican Mary
DePaola, who had assumed the mayor-
alty in June. Democrat Colleen Gialanella
defeated Republican Councilman Edward
Saridaki, who was named to the council
in July.

Mayor DePaola removed Paul Malool
from his position as township coordina-
tor for the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) because of what she termed
“a lack of coordination on his part” in
preparing for Hurricane Sandy.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation officials announced that the dis-
trict was considering having school open
on Martin Luther King Day in January
and President’s Day in February to make
up school days lost following school
closings in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

Fanwood
Incumbent Republican first-term Bor-

ough Council members Mike Szuch and
Robert Manduca faced Democratic chal-
lengers Jack Molenaar and Dan Levine in
a candidates’ forum at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall.

Democrats swept the race for two seats
on the Fanwood Borough Council in the
November 6 local election. Mr. Molenaar,
with 1,666 votes, and Mr. Levine, with
1,660, won over Mr. Manduca, 1,426,
and Mike Szuch, 1,454.

Cranford
Democrats took the majority on the

Cranford Township Committee with the
victory by Thomas Hannen, Jr., 5,327,
over Republican W. Scott Mease, 4,648.
Democrats will have a 3-2 edge, thus
commanding the mayor’s seat come Janu-
ary. Republican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek reelection.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) and Union County Free-
holders held a Hurricane Sandy recovery
information session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College in
Cranford. The session followed a town
hall forum with Asm. Bramnick serving
as the moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to FEMA repre-
sentatives, as well as insurance experts
who were present.

Garwood
Assemblyman Bramnick met with area

residents at the Dunkin’ Donuts to dis-
cuss residents’ concerns following the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. Mr.
Bramnick said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to start restoration of power
to homeowners and businesses in those
towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt, with 896
votes, and Ann Palmer, with 849, de-
feated GOP incumbent Tim Hak, 753,
and newcomer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough council. Demo-
crats come January will now have a 4-2
majority on the borough council with a
Republican mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced a
$275,000 bond ordinance to authorize
the acquisition of capital items for bor-
ough departments.

The borough’s zoning board approved
an application from Powell’s Properties
for a site plan for its roofing business to
occupy an existing structure and to con-
struct a 900-square-foot, two-door ga-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Photo courtesy of Julie Shanebrook
2012-09-13: UNDERWATER READING...Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, a fourth
grader at Washington Elementary School in Westfield, reads The Westfield
Leader underwater on August 30 at Mosquito Hill, Bermuda.
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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

2012 Year In Review: July Through November

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-07-19: DON’T CONNECT SP/FW…At last week’s Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains and Fanwood meeting in Fanwood residents, including Mayor
Colleen Mahr and George Weiss, voiced their concerns regarding the petition to
explore a SP/FW consolidation.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-06-28: CLASS DISMISSED!...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class
of 2012 graduates celebrate at the conclusion of Thursday’s commencement.

Jason Kim for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-09-27: ARTS WEEK... Scotch Plains-Fanwood Art Department supporters
attend Thursday’s board of education (BOE) meeting to thank the BOE for
observing “National Arts in Education Week”. Students’ artwork is displayed in
the BOE meeting room at Evergreen School. Pictured, from left to right, are: SP-
F BOE Business Administrator Deborah Saridacki, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes and BOE members Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-08-09: FUTURE OFFICERS…Kids tried out some of the police equipment
on Tuesday during the annual National Night Out Against Crime, held at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-09-06: GOODBYE, SUMMER...Crowds flock to the annual St. Bart’s
Labor Day Italian Festival held this past weekend in Scotch Plains to enjoy the
good food, rides and games.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
2012-10-04: FUN FILLED...Downtown Fanwood is filled with area residents,
families and browsers during Sunday’s 17th annual Fanny Wood Day street fair
at Martine and South Avenues. The event featured pizza - and stuffedpretzel -
eating contests, a water balloon toss, food and musical entertainment.

JUNE
Westfield
The Westfield Town Council approved

two measures that raised the salaries of
police and other town officials. The town
ordinance pertaining to pay scale was
amended to reflect the recent police con-
tract settlement completed in March.
According to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, the salary structure institutes a
pay scale retroactive to January 2010 and
will remain in effect until January of
2014, the final year of the police contract.

After several delays in the reconstruc-
tion and reopening of Ferraro’s Restau-
rant, the project was slated to be com-
pleted, and the restaurant reopened, be-
tween mid-August and September, ac-
cording to owners Anna and Palmiro
Ferraro’s son-in-law, Chuck Murray. A
six-alarm fire destroyed the Elm Street
restaurant, which has operated in
Westfield since 1969, on May 5, 2011,
also causing severe damage to a neigh-
boring building. Completion of the re-
construction project was originally slated
for Mother’s Day of 2012, and was then
pushed back to June of this year.

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved a new, two-story, 37-foot-high
retail and housing building at the corner
of 435 South Avenue West and 525
Westfield Avenue. In January, the previ-
ous building at the site was destroyed by
fire along with six businesses, including
Clyne & Murphy caterers. The first level
will be built with a six-retail-store capac-
ity maximum, or if businesses wish, they
can turn it into one storefront. Board
member Robert Newell told The Westfield
Leader that Clyne & Murphy would not
return to the new building.

Westfield High School’s Prom took
place Saturday, June 2, at the Pines Manor
in Edison.

The Westfield Board of Education
voted 5-3 to accept the BOE’s Facilities
Committee’s recommendation to include
a district-wide roof replacement and re-
pair project in conjunction with a lighted
turf field project at Westfield High School
as one proposal. The public vote on the
$17-million bond referendum was sched-
uled for September 24.

Concerning the November BOE elec-
tions, two incumbents and one new can-
didate decided to run for the three open
seats. BOE President Richard Mattessich,
current member Gretchan Ohlig and new
candidate Lucy Biegler opted to run for
positions. J. Brendan Galligan filed to
run for the one-year-term seat, a seat that
was vacated by Julia Walker.

The faculty and staff of WHS, along
with many parents and guests, celebrated
the graduation of the 456 members of the

Class of 2012 on the softball fields be-
hind the school. The ceremony was held
outdoors in over 90-degree temperatures.

The Westfield BOE appointed Dana
Sullivan as its next business administra-
tor/board secretary, effective September
1. The position was held by Interim Busi-
ness Administrator Vincent Yaniro fol-
lowing the arrest of former administrator
Robert Berman as part of a kickback
scheme involving school-construction
bids.

Garwood
A motion to pass an ordinance for bulk

pickup this year failed, 3-2, with borough
council members Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the plan.
Councilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said, “I
think it is the fair thing to do,” when
asked by Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance presented.

She said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means to
dispose of unwanted items through hir-
ing a private hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed to run
for the Garwood BOE, a three-year seat
remained open. BOE President Adele
Lewis and current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year open
positions. If no write-ins emerged during
the election, the board would appoint
another member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.

Cranford
The township committee, in a 3-2 party-

line vote, gave final approval to the 2012
municipal budget, to be financed by a
2.96-percent increase in property-tax lev-
ies. The $33.97-million spending plan –
of which, $22.5 million would be fi-
nanced by property taxes with $900,000
in surplus also contributing – was criti-
cized by the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin Campbell say-
ing that too much surplus was being used,
a move he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be looked at as
“the savings account of the town” and
more should be set aside for future emer-
gencies such as another hurricane and
flooding.

Mountainside
Mountainside BOE members Jeane

Parker and Kate Motz – who were ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011 to
replace Mary Beth Schaumberg and
Carolyn Williams, both of whom resigned
– decided to run for full terms.

Approximately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district paraded
around Beechwood School, despite the
inclement weather, to rally for a contract,
which they had been without for two
years. The teachers, in matching blue

shirts, displayed red and white posters as
they chanted, “Still teaching, still caring,
no contract, two years!” The teachers
marched through the board of education
parking lot and down Woodacres Drive
in front of the school.

The Mountainside BOE introduced
new Interim School Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Charles
Milewski, who succeeded Daniel
Saragnese.

Scotch Plains
Councilwoman Mary DePaola was se-

lected by the township council to serve as
mayor for the remainder of the year,
filling the unexpired term of Nancy
Malool, who resigned on May 20 to
take a position with state government.
Mrs. DePaola was chosen by a unani-
mous 3-0 vote.

Later, the township Republican Com-
mittee appointed Edward Saridaki to
the township council after the govern-
ing body failed to muster enough votes
to name Mr. Saridaki to fill Mrs.
DePaola’s former council seat.

Union County and Scotch Plains of-
ficials unveiled the newly completed
Ponderosa Farm Park at 1600 Cooper
Road in Scotch Plains at a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. Prior to its purchase by
Union County in September 2003, the
23-acre farmland property was the es-
tate of the late Norman “Dutch” Sevell,
who founded and owned Sevell’s Auto
Body and Towing on South Avenue in
Westfield.

The sound of the marching band’s
cymbals led the graduation march, as
369 seniors in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Class
of 2012 walked proudly across Perry
H. Tyson Athletic Field.

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
welcomed the Temple Sholom congre-
gation by approving construction of a
new temple on Lake Avenue. The
temple was permitted as a conditional
use and fully conformed to code.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr explained that

the borough would not be able to adopt
its budget until state-aid figures were
determined.

“We’re not sure what [the state] is
going to do with their budget,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We know the average tax-
payer will see a $55 [tax] increase,” she
added. Mayor Mahr explained this fig-
ure breaks down as increases of $7.67
at the municipal level, $38.21 for the
county and $10.85 for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district. The mayor
estimated the average Fanwood tax bill
at $10,700.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three cur-

rent members of the BOE, including
the president, Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, and members Karen
Kulikowski and Betty Anne Woerner,
decided to run for re-election for three-
year terms.

SPFHS held its senior prom Friday,
June 8, at Pines Manor in Edison.

Later in the month, Mayor Mahr
pointed to “a very historic moment”
regarding downtown redevelopment.
The governing body endorsed a “rede-
velopment agreement” for the next
phases of the downtown’s makeover.
Once finalized, the agreement essen-
tially was to facilitate the planned rede-
velopment of the former Livingston-
Wilbor and Sovereign Bank properties
and other pieces of adjacent borough-
owned property, parts or all of which
will be sold to the developers who will
build it up similar to other neighboring
properties.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved an amendment
to increase its total budget by $5.1
million to $488.9 million, while lower-
ing the county tax by $541,725 to
$302.5 million from the introduced
budget. The tax, however, represents
an increase of $11.3 million over last
year. The county increased its tax levy
above the allowable 2-percent cap by
using its cap bank, a mechanism that
allows counties and municipalities to
calculate the amount of money they
were below the cap over a three-year
period and use those figures to exceed
the cap when needed.

Region/Area
Two-term Rep. Leonard Lance eas-

ily defeated businessman David Larsen,
18,062 to 11,539, in the Republican
Primary and was to face Democratic
state Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
in the Seventh Congressional District
race. The district includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield,
as well as about 1,000 Scotch Plains
residents.

An Assembly committee advanced
legislation sponsored by Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) that would upgrade the penalty
for carrying a firearm in school build-
ings and grounds.

JULY
Westfield
Several residents, along with repre-

sentatives from Global Advisors
Smokefree Policy (GASP), asked the
Westfield Town Council to make all of
the town’s parks smoke-free. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said, “It seems like a
good idea” but that he would wait for

the recommendations to come from the
board of health and the recreation com-
mission, and that the issue would be
heard at the committee level before
seeking full council approval.

Members of the BOE faced a skepti-
cal and vocal room of several dozen-
neighborhood residents, as the board
and several consultants attempted to
explain its proposal to build a lighted
turf athletic field behind Westfield High
School (WHS). The three-hour meet-
ing often devolved into simultaneously
shouted questions and catcalls from
residents, as BOE President Richard
Mattesich, board member and chair-
woman of its facilities committee, Jane
Clancy, and WHS Athletics Supervisor
Sandy Mamary attempted to speak about
the $3.3-million project itself, but also
why the board grouped the field project
with a $13-million roof-repair proposal
into one bond.

Garwood
New Jersey State Superior Court

Judge Karen Cassidy, the assignment
judge for Union County, ruled that The
Pointe, a 44-unit, age-restricted condo-
minium complex, was not entitled to
snow and ice removal by the borough
because she deemed that the “area in
question was not a road but a driveway
not subject to the Municipal Services
Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed the
council chambers to express their dis-
approval of a $3.2-million bond pro-
posal to build a turf field. They argued
against undertaking more debt and that
the project only benefits a few. The
borough has about 4,000 residents. The
added debt would average about $1,800
per property owner. The council never-
theless voted to proceed, with a final
vote coming at a meeting in August.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Thomas Beese, Jr., director of spe-

cial services for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, said the spe-
cial-education graduation rate is at 100
percent in the district, where the state
indicated that a rate of 80 percent or
higher is acceptable.

The citizens’ organization Courage
to Reconnect Scotch Plains/Fanwood

(CTR-SPF) held the second of three
public meetings at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. The organization is seeking
local and state endorsement to study
consolidating the two municipalities.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders continued to privatize op-
erations at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights in an effort to
reduce an $11-million operating defi-
cit.

Regional/Area
Longtime Clark resident Vera

Pecoraro was discovered dead in her
home on Rolling Hill Way, the victim
of a homicide. She was found on a
couch in her living room with her throat
cut by a serrated knife that was left
nearby. After the autopsy and the Union
County Medical Examiner’s determi-
nation, the prosecutor’s office treated
the case as a homicide investigation
rather than a suicide, as authorities origi-
nally believed.

Local towns and state lawmakers re-
acted to a report by state Comptroller
Matthew Boxer that 202 part-time mu-
nicipal officials (none of whom were
named) in 57 of the 58 towns surveyed
in the report were in the state pension
system despite being ineligible. The
comptroller said those benefits could
amass $1.9 million per year.

The United States Supreme Court
issued a 5-4 ruling upholding the Af-
fordable Care Act.

AUGUST
Westfield
Just one week after Westfield native

Nick Delpopolo competed on the U.S.
Judo Team at the 2012 Olympic Games
in London, he was disqualified by the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC). The 23-year-old athlete tested
positive for metabolites of cannabis in
an in-competition drug test. Mr.
Delpopolo, who placed seventh overall
in the men’s 73kg weight class, claimed
that a few weeks before the games be-
gan, he unknowingly consumed brown-
ies laced with marijuana.

Anna Reid, 15, used the life-saving
skills she learned as a Girl Scout to help

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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2012-09-06: WAY UP NORTH...Greg Cummings of Fanwood takes a break from
a wildlife cruise to the Holgate Glacier in Alaska to catch up on local news in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. His fourth trip to Alaska included visits to Denali
National Park and salmon fishing on the Kenai River.

2012-10-04: MAGICAL “TIMES” WITH MICKEY...Jake, Briella and Kapriana
Payami of Scotch Plains were gifted by their grandparents with a voyage on
Disney’s Cruise Line, “The Magic,” which set sail from New York City this past
summer. Mickey Mouse took time to read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times!

2012-09-20: DUBLIN...Barb and Norm Swenson of Scotch Plains enjoy The
Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland where
they saw the “Emerald Isle Classic” football game between Notre Dame and
Navy. They also toured the beautiful western counties of Ireland.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Photo courtesy of Julie Shanebrook
2012-09-13: UNDERWATER READING...Chloe Shanebrook-Wein, a fourth
grader at Washington Elementary School in Westfield, reads The Westfield
Leader underwater on August 30 at Mosquito Hill, Bermuda.

the cameras until it could determine if all
towns were in compliance with the for-
mula specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

Republican Presidential nominee Mitt
Romney selected Rep. Paul Ryan of Wis-
consin to complete the Republican ticket
as his vice-presidential choice.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield
The creation of the new parking spaces

at Westfield High School (WHS) and
Edison Intermediate School were com-
pleted in time for the opening of school.
Temporary striping also was installed at
the National Guard Armory, and new
signage was installed near WHS to in-
form drivers of the new parking restric-
tions.

A federal grant application to hire ad-
ditional firefighters was denied. The town
had applied for a Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER)
grant from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). Had it been
approved, the town would have had the
ability to hire four new firefighters at no
cost to the taxpayers for two years.

The BOE discussed the bond referen-
dum for new roofs for Westfield school
buildings and a lighted multi-use turf
field at the high school. Superintendent
Margaret Dolan said that all 10 school
buildings would have their roofs replaced
by the summer of 2013 and that the roofs
would upgrade the insulation of the build-
ings, thus “conserving energy,” and also
would make it ideal for solar power.

Resident John Blake questioned why
the town hired new police officers and
not new firefighters. Mr. Blake also criti-
cized the use of the fire mutual aid sys-
tem, calling it “disgraceful” that towns
are “too cheap” to pay for additional
firefighters.

The Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC) named Heather
Robinson as its new executive director,
replacing former director Neil Pinkman,
who resigned in June.

The town council meeting’s public
portion once again centered on the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Avenue
and a discussion of resident Greg Kasko’s
credibility.

The BOE heard a resounding “no” as
voters turned down the $16.9-million
bond referendum which would have re-
paired roofs at every school in the district
and built a new lit turf field at WHS. The
final vote, including absentee ballots,
was 3,874 to 1,508.

The Westfield United Fund (WUF)
announced that Linda Maggio, executive
director for the past 38 years, would
assume the position of director emeritus.
Deirdre Gelinne, assistant director and a
past WUF volunteer, became the Fund’s
new executive director.

Scotch Plains
The council decided to consult with

officials from the Scotch Plains Manage-
ment Corporation about how best to uti-
lize what will ultimately be $100,000 in
funds dedicated to downtown business
district improvements.

A Rotary Club meeting featured an
update on plans to redevelop the Aunt
Betty Frazee House and adjacent prop-
erty as an educational, social and com-
munity resource.

After a six-month search process, the
township council named Henry Underhill
as township manager. He succeeded Chris
Marion, who resigned in late March to
take the administrator position in Old
Bridge.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
announced the appointment of Kimberley
Decker as the organization’s new chief
executive officer (CEO), replacing retir-
ing CEO Karin Dreixler.

The BOE announced that an official
search for a permanent School One prin-
cipal would start during November and
December, in the wake of the retirement
announcement of longtime district edu-
cator and now retired School One Princi-
pal Jeffrey Grysko.

The planning board gave conditional
approval to an expansion of the Stage
House Tavern’s parking lot, as well as a
revamping of the lot’s entrance and exit.

Fanwood
The State of New Jersey Department

of Community Affairs’ (DCA) Local Fi-
nance Board voted unanimously to grant
approval for a municipal consolidation
study between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to be conducted. The vote marks
the first time that citizens have followed
the steps outlined in the Local Option
Municipal Consolidation Act of 2007,
and been granted approval by the state to
conduct a consolidation study.

With funding received from a Smart
Growth grant, the borough hired Maser
Consulting to develop guidance on
achieving a redesigned downtown and to
study current parking trends and future
parking needs.

Garwood
The borough council adopted, by a 4-

2 vote, a new contract with the local PBA.
The three-year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-percent
raise thereafter, as well as longevity ben-
efits after serving five years on the force.
Council President Keith Sluka and Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu both opposed the
ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley announced that the state’s cost
for school employees’ health benefits
premiums would increase 14 percent be-
ginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s Ath-
letic Field Complex was completed.

Cranford
The planning board had some tough

questions for Warren Connelly, the ex-
ecutive director of the proposed Coun-
seling Center at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27 North
Avenue, East, and offer post-detoxifica-
tion counseling to persons recovering
from chemical and alcohol addiction.

The township committee considered
whether there was adequate funding avail-
able to restore two crossing guards to
their posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose posi-
tions were eliminated due to municipal
budget cuts.

Mountainside
The council approved a new collective

bargaining agreement between the bor-
ough and the local Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA). The new salary
structure instituted a new pay scale retro-
active from January 2011 and will remain
in effect until December 2013.

County
The freeholders voted on a $60,000

contract with a Pennsylvania company to
review operations at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in Berkeley Heights, a
county-operated facility, which has been
running annual deficits of between $10
and $11 million.

It was reported that towns, school
boards, Union County College (UCC)
and Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS) were expected to save
$251,000 in energy costs in the first year
of the county’s renewable energy pro-
gram and $4.9 million over the next 15
years.

Region
The Kean University Board of Trust-

ees voted unanimously to extend the
present contract of its controversial presi-
dent, Dawood Farahi, for another five
years, at a salary of $293,550 per year,
with a retention bonus of $250,000 due in
June of 2013.

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity board heard a presentation describing
how it might be able to reduce operating
costs by using benefits of a refinance of
its bonds.

OCTOBER
Westfield
BOE President Richard Mattessich said

that while he understood the public’s
vote rejecting the school bond, it still did
not negate the fact that the roofs need to
be repaired.

John Swiderski was sworn in as the
town’s newest police officer while Scott
Rodger was elevated to police captain.

The county freeholders considered a
resolution to support the installation of a
pedestrian HAWK signal, at no cost to
the county, at the Lord & Taylor cross-
walk on North Avenue in Westfield.

The council approved a refunding bond
ordinance of $1,295,000 in order to fund
property-tax credits, which the town re-
funded to residents who filed tax appeals.

The town is legally allowed to borrow
three-quarters of the $1.6 million it was
required to issue in credits for the current
year taxes.

Members of the BOE voted unani-
mously for a $13.6-million roof referen-
dum for a district-wide roof replacement,
to be held on December 11. This action
followed rejection of a nearly $17-mil-
lion bond in September which included
the roofs along with $3.5 million for a
new lighted turf field at WHS.

Scotch Plains
The township council heard from top

officials at the RVSA, who told govern-
ing body members that big rate increases
of recent years were likely to slow sig-
nificantly, with Scotch Plains’ rate hike
in 2013 likely to be close to its 3.3-
percent increase this year.

The zoning board approved an above
ground generator to be installed on the
grounds of the Evangel Church, located
at 1251 Terrill Road.

The council passed a resolution to hire
the Rosell Group to analyze the possible
merger of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
police departments.

The BOE ratified a new three-year
labor agreement with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA). The new contract is retroactive
from July 1, 2012 and extends to June 30,
2015. The contract includes a 2-percent
raise for SPFEA members in each of the
three years.

Fanwood
Fanwood residents gathered at the

Forest Road Park recreation building for
a special community meeting with the
mayor and council to discuss the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood consolidation study be-
ing launched by the Courage to Recon-
nect Scotch Plains and Fanwood (CTR-
SPF) organization.

The Fanwood Borough Council dis-
cussed a Verizon Wireless proposal to set
up a portable Cell on Wheels (COW) in
the Fanwood Municipal Building’s park-
ing lot.

Garwood
The zoning board approved a certifi-

cate of non-conformity for a two-family
house at 99 Oak Street, which is located
in a single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
in April, Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26 businesses.

Mountainside
The BOE announced it had completed

contract negotiations with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA). The contract covers the years
2010-2013 and includes salary increases
of zero percent for 2010-2011, 2.5 per-
cent for 2011-2012 and 2.5 percent for
2012-2013.

County
Union County sustained serious dam-

age from Hurricane Sandy along with a
massive blackout that included most of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

A Summit councilman asked the free-
holders to consider merging the Union
County Police Department into the
county’s sheriff’s department. He said
only Bergen and Union Counties still
have both departments, and Bergen is
looking at merging its departments.

The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice (UCPO) unveiled its new, $3-mil-
lion, three-story, 11,000-square-foot
Union County Child Advocacy Center in
a former funeral home on West Jersey
Avenue in Elizabeth. It boasts a welcom-
ing atmosphere for survivors of sexual
abuse.

The issue of Berkeley Heights wanting
to secede from Union County came up at
a freeholder meeting. John Bury of
Kenilworth said the township plans on
putting a non-binding referendum on the
November 2013 election ballot on the
secession question.

The freeholders approved a resolution
to award $1.5 million in Kids Recreation
Trust grants to 18 of the county’s 21
municipalities that applied.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
announced his office would no longer
investigate murders that occur in Eliza-

beth.
NOVEMBER

Westfield
The Westfield Board of Education

(BOE) suggested make-up dates for the
eight days lost in the school system due to
Hurricane Sandy. The school days were
missed from October 29 through No-
vember 7, but only two need to be made
up and rescheduled in the school calen-
dar. The storm not only blew down trees
and left 95 percent of Westfield without
power, but also affected the 2012-2013
school calendar.

Board of Education members discussed
the upcoming $13.6-million referendum
for a district-wide roof replacement. On
December 11, voters passed the bond by
a margin of 2,703 to 1,504.

The town council passed an ordinance
on first reading, which will continue 2012
sewer fees for residents for 2013.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover

was elected mayor of Scotch Plains, de-
feating incumbent Republican Mary
DePaola, who had assumed the mayor-
alty in June. Democrat Colleen Gialanella
defeated Republican Councilman Edward
Saridaki, who was named to the council
in July.

Mayor DePaola removed Paul Malool
from his position as township coordina-
tor for the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment (OEM) because of what she termed
“a lack of coordination on his part” in
preparing for Hurricane Sandy.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation officials announced that the dis-
trict was considering having school open
on Martin Luther King Day in January
and President’s Day in February to make
up school days lost following school
closings in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

Fanwood
Incumbent Republican first-term Bor-

ough Council members Mike Szuch and
Robert Manduca faced Democratic chal-
lengers Jack Molenaar and Dan Levine in
a candidates’ forum at Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall.

Democrats swept the race for two seats
on the Fanwood Borough Council in the
November 6 local election. Mr. Molenaar,
with 1,666 votes, and Mr. Levine, with
1,660, won over Mr. Manduca, 1,426,
and Mike Szuch, 1,454.

Cranford
Democrats took the majority on the

Cranford Township Committee with the
victory by Thomas Hannen, Jr., 5,327,
over Republican W. Scott Mease, 4,648.
Democrats will have a 3-2 edge, thus
commanding the mayor’s seat come Janu-
ary. Republican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek reelection.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) and Union County Free-
holders held a Hurricane Sandy recovery
information session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College in
Cranford. The session followed a town
hall forum with Asm. Bramnick serving
as the moderator. Questions from the
audience were referred to FEMA repre-
sentatives, as well as insurance experts
who were present.

Garwood
Assemblyman Bramnick met with area

residents at the Dunkin’ Donuts to dis-
cuss residents’ concerns following the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. Mr.
Bramnick said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to start restoration of power
to homeowners and businesses in those
towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt, with 896
votes, and Ann Palmer, with 849, de-
feated GOP incumbent Tim Hak, 753,
and newcomer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough council. Demo-
crats come January will now have a 4-2
majority on the borough council with a
Republican mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced a
$275,000 bond ordinance to authorize
the acquisition of capital items for bor-
ough departments.

The borough’s zoning board approved
an application from Powell’s Properties
for a site plan for its roofing business to
occupy an existing structure and to con-
struct a 900-square-foot, two-door ga-

her rescue a choking toddler in her care.
The WHS rising sophomore was
babysitting two children in Garwood and
assisted 3-year-old Lia Simitz, who was
choking on a bite of pizza.

Garwood
With the council chambers packed with

residents both opposing and supporting
it, the Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize construction of a multi-func-
tioning athletic field complex to replace
the Garwood Little League Park at the
end of Myrtle Avenue. It will include a
Little League field, a turf field, basketball
and bocce courts, a playground, an air-
conditioned and heated field house that
also can be used for senior meetings, a
full kitchen, scoreboards, field lighting
and a walking path.

Cranford
The Cranford Township Committee

held a special meeting to award a contract
for repairs, renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the municipal build-
ing on Springfield Avenue, which was
devastated by Hurricane Irene in August
2011. The lowest fully responsive bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was awarded
the contract at the price of $1,870,000.

Scotch Plains
A water main measuring four feet in

diameter ruptured at the intersection of
Portland Avenue and Birch Street, result-
ing in a 15-foot-long by 14-foot-deep
crack in the street. Two homes were
reported flooded in basements with water
that damaged clothes, furniture, photo-
graphs and more. Water rushed inside
with such force that it shattered
homeowners’ windows. Residents were
forced to evacuate after roads turned into
rivers.

The township council approved two
ordinances reducing speed limits on two
major roads. The speed limit on Martine
Avenue between King Street and Cooper
Road was reduced to 35 mph, while the
segment between Cooper Road and
Raritan Road was lowered to 40 mph.
The speed limit on Raritan Road between
Terrill Road and Lake Avenue was re-

duced to 35 mph, while the segment
between Lake Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road was lowered to 25 mph.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Borough Council ap-

proved redevelopment agreements with
a developer for the second and third phases
of the Fanwood Crossing mixed-use de-
velopment in the downtown area. The
council approved tax resolutions and or-
dinances for each of the projects.

Ground was broken on the first mixed-
use Fanwood Crossing building, located
at Martine and South Avenues, in May of
2011 by Elite Properties, a Warren-based
developer. Elite recently received its
Certificate of Occupancy (CO), and ten-
ants are now living in the apartments
above future retail tenants.

The second phase of the Crossing
project, also to be a mixed-use structure,
will be located on the former site of
Sovereign Bank and Livingston-Wilbor.
The third phase of the development will
be apartments to be situated on vacant
land owned by the borough along
LaGrande Avenue near Martine Avenue.

County
County residents criticized the Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
regarding increased costs for improve-
ments at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth. The board approved an in-
crease of $362,409 to the construction
management contract of KemperSports
Management, a golf -management com-
pany based in Illinois that manages Gal-
loping Hill as well as the Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains, to $2.1 million.
Construction is underway on a $15-mil-
lion, 45,000-square-foot clubhouse/ban-
quet facility and learning center at Gal-
loping Hill.

Region
The New Jersey Department of Trans-

portation (NJDOT) lifted suspensions of
red-light cameras, including several lo-
cated at intersections in Linden, Spring-
field, Union, Rahway and Roselle Park,
thus enabling the continuation of the is-
suing of tickets to motorists caught run-
ning red lights. The DOT had suspended

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

Courtesy of Thomas Hoens
2012-10-11: BACK IN TIME...Erick Hoens catches up with The Westfield Leader
while on a trip to Belgium and France. Erick and his dad visited the locations from
Normandy to Germany that Erick’s grandfather’s division (39th Infantry Regi-
ment, 9th Division) battled over during World War II. They traveled from Utah
Beach through Belgium to the Hurtgen Forest in Germany where Erick’s
grandfather’s unit saw a lot of action.

Photo courtesy of Ruth Maloney
2012-09-13: GO USA...The Maloney family of Westfield reads The Westfield
Leader at the London Olympics. Pictured are Ruth, Maeve and Muriel Maloney.
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

1001386

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I can help with both.

Protect  
your family. 
Prepare  
for their future.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

 
The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

The FrostKings 
Saturday, January 12 at 2:00 p.m. 

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 option 0. 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The FrostKings are a R&B, 

swing and blues band from the 

North Jersey area. They have 

played many festivals and  

venues over the last few years    

including J&R Cigars, 

Kristine’s Swing Dances and 

the Chester Jazz & Blues Fes-

tival. Equally at home playing swinging shuffles, slow 

blues or full-tilt boogies, their repertoire ranges from the 

West Coast swing stylings of Louis Jordan and T-Bone 

Walker to the classic blues of Luther Johnson, B.B King 

and Muddy Waters. Sign up now—sure to be packed!  

Year in Review
rage in the rear of 210 North Avenue.

Mountainside
During its regular public meeting, the

borough council addressed the public con-
cerning the borough’s response to Hurri-
cane Sandy. Mountainside citizens and oth-
ers have criticized the borough and its
leadership on social media sites and in
various news articles for its management of
the crisis in the storm’s aftermath, primarily
for the lack of communication to
Mountainside residents.

The Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) passed a resolution denouncing the
sequestration of federal funds specified by
the Budget Control Act of 2011.

County
The Rahway Valley Sewerage

Authority’s (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners discussed the possibility of a settle-
ment of their involvement in the Passaic
River litigation. In addition, there have
been some developments in RVSA’s legal
efforts to recoup some of the costs of the
cogeneration and sludge drying facility it
built at the wastewater treatment facility.

President Barack Obama was reelected
in a hotly contested race with former Re-
publican Massachusetts Governor Mitt
Romney. GOP incumbent Rep. Leonard
Lance was re-elected to a third term in the
United States House of Representatives in

New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-

N.J.) also was reelected to a second,
six-year term. Both statewide ballot
questions also passed. The first will
allow the state to bond for $750 million
for capital improvements to the state’s
colleges, including county colleges. The
second will require Supreme Court and
Superior Court judges to have payroll
deductions for their pension and health
benefits.

Democrats extended their winning
streak to 17 years, since 1995, at the
county level by winning three seats on
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. In-
cumbents Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood, with 96,069 votes, Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, with 89,704, and
newcomer Bruce Bergen of Spring-
field, with 91,209, defeated Republi-
cans Stephen Kozlovich of Union,
55,281, Diane Barabas of Westfield,
54,572, and Krzysztof Nowak of
Cranford, 53,233. Democrats have had
a 9-0 majority since 1998.

Union County sustained $140 million in
damage from Hurricane Sandy, county of-
ficials reported.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FANWOOD REORGANIZATION...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Borough Council pose for the camera at the reorganization meeting held New
Year’s Day. Pictured, standing, left to right, are: Councilman Jack Molenaar,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, Councilman Anthony Parenti, Councilman
Russel Huegel, Councilman Dan Levine and Councilman Kevin Boris. Mayor
Mahr is seated at the dais.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW LEADERSHIP…Asm. Jerry Green (D-22-Plainfield) swears in Kevin
Glover as mayor at the Scotch Plains reorganization meeting held January 1 as
Mr. Golver’s wife, Joanne, looks on.

RVSA Board Votes Down
Raises for Admin. Staffers

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners voted down sal-
ary increases to its executive and
administrative staff at its meeting on
December 20.

In a close vote, a motion for an
allotment of $52,693 for salary in-
creases for executive, administra-
tive and supervisory staff was voted
down. Roselle Park’s Commissioner
Attilio “Sonny” Venturo objected
during discussion that his desire was
to reward staff, not management.
Steven Eisenberg, Springfield’s
commissioner, suggested use of bo-
nuses, rather than salary increases,
in order to reward employees for
exemplary performance, thus avoid-
ing long-term costs and impact on
pensions.

In other business, the RVSA has
received bid proposals from three
of the 21 companies who picked up
the Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
proposal packages. The packages
have been under review since the
November 15 submission date. The
commissioners also approved an ad-
ditional allotment of $50,000 to a
contract with Hawkins, Delafield,
and Wood for legal services related
to a public-private partnership. This

is the third of four possible allot-
ments totaling $200,000. This will
include some portion of the reviews
of the PPP proposals.

A discussion was held regarding
consulting engineer Edward
Barboe’s absence from the meeting.
When questioned about this, Execu-
tive Director James Meehan said that
he had excused Mr. Barboe from
attending. Mr. Venturo said he felt
Mr. Barboe should be at the meet-
ing.

Joanne Grimes, the board secre-
tary, said the contract with Hazen
and Sawyer, P.C., the company Mr.
Barboe is employed, had been bid
based on 12 meetings per year, not
22, based on Mr. Meehan’s sugges-
tion. Brian Hak, counsel for the
authority, said that 2013 had been
bid similarly. The board faces the
decision of having Mr. Barboe not
attend, though he should be avail-
able by telephone, or of paying ex-
tra to have him in attendance at
both engineering and regular meet-
ings.

Hurricane Sandy showed up in sev-
eral minor ways, most notably in the
number of bills to be approved to be
paid at the meeting. Many suppliers
issued delayed bills for goods or ser-
vices supplied ahead of, and/or in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

Glover, Gialanella Sworn In;
SP SID Payments Suspended

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
leaders from all levels of government
descended upon Scotch Plains on
New Year’s Day to watch former
councilman Kevin Glover assume the
mayor’s seat. After Mr. Glover and
new Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella were sworn in to their posts
by Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains),
respectively, Democrats took a 3-1
council advantage. Democrat Mickey
Marcus and Republican Bo Vastine
round out the governing body, which
will have to fill Mr. Glover’s former
seat.

Mayoral and Council appoint-
ments, such as township attorney and
public defender, were not made as
candidates for these positions are still
being interviewed.

Addressing a capacity-filled mu-
nicipal chambers, Mr. Glover said he
accepted the mayoralty “with a sense
of purpose and a mandate to move
our township forward.” Later, he
added that the new council begins
with a “clean slate” and an opportu-
nity to “leave the rancor of the past
behind.”

In his address, Mr. Glover an-
nounced that he was recommending a
suspension of the annual SID (Special
Improvement District) payments un-
til further review.

“The SID was designed to promote
business in our downtown, and speak-
ing with many of our business owners,
it’s clear to me that the SID isn’t doing
what it was supposed to do,” he said.
“Good intentions and money alone
aren’t the answer for our
downtown...We need strong leader-
ship to convert good intentions into
reality.”

The mayor also said returning the
sewer fee to the municipal budget was
a “top priority.”

Saying Hurricane Sandy taught ev-
eryone that the township “can live
with bad news, but not no news,”
Mayor Glover “pledged to improve
the communications between the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains and their gov-
ernment” through enhancing the
township’s local television and elec-
tronic capabilities. He said the town-
ship would seek to improve its website
and e-mail as well as take part in social
media.

The mayor also said he and his
Fanwood counterpart, Colleen Mahr,
have teamed up on a joint emergency

radio station that, once finalized, would
be heard on AM 530. The Federal
Communications Commission (FCC)
currently is reviewing their emer-
gency-broadcast-license application.
Mayor Glover expected that it would
be granted by March and could be
operational within 60 days.

He also vowed that the “time is now
to get serious about sharing services”
with Fanwood and that “the time has
come to start nailing down details of a
shared police department.”

In his first act as mayor, he named
Ms. Gialanella as his deputy mayor, a
move that was unanimously approved.

With State Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22, Linden); Freeholders Alexander
Mirabella, Chris Hudak and Linda
Carter; former Scotch Plains Council-
man Dominick Bratti and former may-
ors Geri Samuel and Mauro Checchio;
Westfield Councilman David Haas;
and Linden Councilman Derek
Armstead in attendance, Ms.
Gialanella thanked the state and local
Democratic Party for their support but
said “the time for politics is over.”

Vowing to be bipartisan in her ef-
forts, Ms. Gialanella said, “Common-
sense government does not have to be
a cliché.” She added that her goal is to
encourage “new names and new faces”
to take part in the community, whether
through serving in government, vol-
unteering for the rescue squad or
coaching a sports team.

“Success is a shared responsibility,”
she reminded those in attendance.

At the end of the meeting, Vinny
Losavio of John’s Meat Market said
he was encouraged to see such “en-
thusiasm” in the room and on the
entire governing body. Regarding the
viability of downtown Scotch Plains,
he said, “There is no magic wand to
[wave and] build up the business dis-
trict. Fanwood and Westfield have their
own identities. We can build our own
identity.”

Concluding the early-afternoon re-
organization meeting, Mr. Glover
said, “We are on the move, and I’m
optimistic about our future.”

Former Freeholder Chester Holmes
Passes Away at 82

COUNTY — Former Union
County Freeholder Chester Holmes
died last week. He was 82.

Mr. Holmes, a former police of-
ficer and detective in Rahway for 29
years, served 12 years as a free-
holder from 1998 through the end of
2009. He previously served on the
Rahway City Council from 1989 to
1997 and had also been a member of
the Union County Utilities Author-
ity.

“Chester was a gentleman and
friend to all. He had a unique style,
with a tremendously engaging and
comforting personality. He truly
lived his life to the fullest and was
always in good spirits,” Union

County Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “Chester
was also an amazing elected official
and public servant who made re-
markable contributions to the greater
Union County community during a
49-year career. We are deeply sad-
dened by the news of his passing,
and will miss him greatly.”

Mr. Holmes ran on the Union
County Democratic Organization
line four times with Mr. Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon. Mrs. Scanlon
has retired from the board after 15
years.

Mr. Mirabella has ordered all flags
at county facilities to be flown at
half-staff in Mr. Holmes’ honor.

Officials Remember GOP
Activist Betty Cox of Summit

SUMMIT – Former Republican
state Assemblywoman Betty Cox of
Summit has passed away. She was 85.

Ms. Cox was long active in the
Republican Party, serving as Summit
GOP chairwoman and as a member
of the executive committee of the
Union County Republican Commit-
tee. She also had been a member of
the state GOP committee. She was a
founding member of the Union
County Women’s Political Caucus,
and a delegate and honorary delegate
to several Republican National Con-
ventions.

She served in the Assembly from
November of 1971 to December of
1972 and had worked for the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs from 1991 to 2002.

“Betty was a champion of women’s
rights,” Union County Republican
Committee Chairman Phil Morin

said. “Betty devoted her life to our
Republican party. Her knowledge of
party history and parliamentary pro-
cedure had no equal. She will be
missed by all and her legacy will live
on through the countless number of
Republican political leaders, officials,
volunteers and supporters she coun-
seled and advised.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) issued
the following statement on Ms. Cox’s
passing: “Although Betty’s tenure as
a legislator was brief, she served the
people of New Jersey and her con-
stituents in Union County with dis-
tinction and honor. Her service to our
state and, in particular, to Union
County, is appreciated and will not
be forgotten. On behalf of the As-
sembly Republican caucus, I wish to
offer our sincerest condolences to
Betty’s family and friends.”

Booker Eyeing U.S. Senate, Urges
Sweeney to Run for Governor
Newark Mayor Cory Booker has

announced he will explore a candi-
dacy for U.S. Senate in 2014, nj.com
has reported. He has also urged State
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) to run for governor
in 2013, a post Mayor Booker has
decided not to seek.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

EPA Admin. Jackson Resigning;
Will She Run for N.J. Governor?

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Administrator Lisa
Jackson, former head of the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), has announced she
is resigning as of President Barack
Obama’s State of the Union address
in January, nj.com has reported. Her
resignation has opened the doors to
rumors that she might enter the Demo-
cratic race for governor in 2013.

State Senator Barbara Buono (D-
18, Metuchen) is the only declared
Democrat in the race although State
Senate President William Sweeney
(D-3, Gloucester) has said he might
enter the race. Newark Mayor Cory
Booker and state Democratic Chair-
man John Wisniewski (D-18,
Sayreville) have both announced they
would not be candidates. Republican
Governor Chris Christie has said he
would seek a second term.

Ms. Jackson served briefly as chief
of staff to former Governor Jon
Corzine prior to joining the Obama
Administration. She previously
worked at the EPA for 16 years.
Codey, Cryan to Introduce Bills

Regarding Gun Control
In the wake of the Newtown, Conn.

tragedy that claimed the lives of 20
children and six adults, Assembly-
man Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union) has
said he would introduce legislation
to limit the capacity of certain gun
magazines in New Jersey.

“What makes these high-capacity
magazines so deadly is the number of
rounds that can be fired in a short
span. The staff at the school, the
children, God rest their souls, had no
chance against the amount of ammu-
nition that the shooter armed himself
with,” Asm. Cryan said.

State Senator Richard Codey (D-
27, Roseland) has said he would in-
troduce a bill to require the state to
divest pension funds invested in any
company that sells or manufactures
assault rifles as well as ban any future
investments in these companies.

Newspaper Criticized for
Publishing Gun Owners Names
A published interactive map of the

names and addresses hand gun permit
holders in Westchester and Rockland
Counties by The Journal News on its
website has caused an uproar by its
readers. The map had received 1,700
comments on the newspaper’s website
as of December 26.

The newspaper said its request,
obtained through the Freedom of In-
formation Act, for the types of guns
residents of Westchester and
Rockland Counties have was denied
by county clerks’ offices.

Faculty member Al Tompkins of
The Poynter Institute, a journalism
school, said in a statement that: “Pub-
lishing gun owners’ names makes
them targets for theft or public ridi-
cule. It is journalistic arrogance to
abuse public record privilege…”

Journal News Publisher Janet
Hasson defended the decision to pub-
lish the map. “One of our roles is to
report publicly available information
on timely issues, even when unpopu-

lar. We knew publication of the data-
base (as well as the accompanying
article providing context) would be
controversial, but we felt sharing in-
formation about gun permits in our
area was important in the aftermath
of the Newtown shootings,” she said.

Bucco Seeks to Eliminate
‘Redundant’ Offices

Legislation sponsored by Senator
Anthony Bucco (R-25, Denville) that
would enable the Morris County Free-
holders to save taxpayers $400,000
by streamlining the administration of
county elections has been approved
by the state Senate.

The legislation, S-1856, would al-
low Morris County, as well as the
governing bodies in other Class II
counties, to enter into a three-year
pilot program that would eliminate
the county office of superintendent
and deputy superintendent of elec-
tions.

 “These offices appear to be redun-
dant and wasteful,” Sen. Bucco said.
“There are ample resources in place
in county courthouses to administer
elections fairly and efficiently with-
out this additional layer of bureau-
cracy.”

Morris and Camden Counties are
considered “Class II” counties. If
enacted, the legislation would require
counties opting into the program to
re-evaluate their participation at the
end of three years.

The bill now heads to Governor
Chris Christie.

Bill Would Provide Info. on
Drivers for First Responders
Legislation sponsored by Assem-

blywoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-15, Camden) to create a “Yellow
Dot Program” in New Jersey has been
released from the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee.

The bill (A-2037) would establish
the program within the state Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC). The
program would provide first respond-
ers with health information about
drivers, who elect to participate, so
that the on-scene medical help could
better tailor their treatments when
the patients are unable to speak or are
otherwise unresponsive.

Under the bill, program participants
would be given a yellow decal, to be
placed on the rear driver side rear
window; a health information card
that would contain a recent photo of
the participant, the participant’s name,
emergency contact information, phy-
sicians’ names and contact informa-
tion, medical conditions, recent sur-
geries, allergies, medications and any
other medically relevant information;
a yellow storage envelope, to be placed
in the participant’s glove box; and any
program instructions.

Interested parties would be able to
obtain program materials from a
MVC facility, a municipal police de-
partment or a State Police station.
The MVC would be allowed to charge
a nominal fee to applicants to cover
the cost of the program materials and
implementation.

The bill now heads to the Assem-
bly Speaker, who decides if and when
to post it for a floor vote.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2012 RECYCLING SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
February 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
March 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
April 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18
May 13, 27* 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
June 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27
July 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25
August 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
September 2*, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18 5, 19
October 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17, 31
November 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28*
December 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25* 13, 26

*  May 27th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, May 31st

*  September 2nd is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 6th

*  November 28th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, November 29th

*  December 25th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 3 will be on Friday, December 27th

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW BEGINNING…Mayor Thomas Hannen takes the oath of office, adminis-
trated by state Superior Court Judge Frederic Kessler, at the Cranford Township
Committee reorganization meeting on New Year’s Day. Mr. Hannen was sur-
rounded by this wife and children.

WF, GW, MS, County
To Hold Reorg. Meetings

AREA — The Westfield Town
Council and Garwood Borough
Council were to hold their reorgani-
zation meetings last night, January 2,
after press deadline. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will reorganize on Sunday, Janu-
ary 6, while the Mountainside Bor-
ough Council will hold its meeting
on Tuesday, January 8. Coverage of
those meetings will be in the Thursday,
January 10 issue of this newspaper.

New council members William
Nierstedt and Ann Palmer were to be
sworn into office at the Garwood meet-
ing.  Westfield did not have an election
in 2012, so the highlight of the meeting
was to be the annual speech by Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky.

During the Mountainside council

reorganization meeting on Tuesday,
January 8, at 8 p.m. at Borough Hall,
Council members William Lane and
Robert Messler will be sworn into new
terms on the council. They were unop-
posed in the November General Elec-
tion.

The Freeholders will hold their 150th
reorganization meeting on Sunday,
January 6, in the Union County Court-
house courtroom of State Superior
Court Assignment Judge Karen
Cassidy. Freeholder-elect Bruce Bergen
will be sworn into his first term while
incumbents Alexander Mirabella and
Mohamed Jalloh will begin their new
terms. Freeholder Linda Carter will
takeover as chairwoman for 2013 with
Freeholder Chris Hudak serving as vice-
chairman.

Hannen Named CF Mayor;
Interim Admin. Appointed

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Newly elected
Township Committeeman Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. was elected by his new
colleagues on the township commit-
tee on New Year’s Day to serve as
mayor for 2013, with Edward
O’Malley elected as deputy mayor.

Daniel McCarthy was appointed
to serve as township attorney for a
one-year term, which he has done in
the past, replacing Phil Morin, a
former Cranford mayor and current
Union County Republican Commit-
tee chairman. Joseph M. Hartnett was
appointed as interim township ad-
ministrator, replacing Eric Mason.
Mr. Hartnett is retired as town admin-
istrator for Montclair and previously
served as business administrator for
Rahway. According to published re-
ports, the state’s pension board said
Mr. Mason would not be eligible for
his police pension if he became the
permanent administrator.

Mayor Hannen thanked former
committeeman David Robinson, who
served as mayor in 2012 and who was
not in attendance, for his six years of
service and “personal sacrifice” to the
committee and to Cranford.

“2013 is going to be challenging for
us…our task is to deliver core services
to our community,” Mayor Hannen
said. “We will commit to providing
these services…we’d like to find a
better way to reach out to our commu-
nity, with TV 35 and our low-power
radio station. The township commit-
tee will set a five-year plan for our
infrastructure.” Mr. Hannen is a former
resident of Winfield Park, and had
served for 12 years on its council, four
of them as mayor.

Committee members also ad-
dressed the audience. Lisa Adubato
said, “We function pretty well in
crisis mode in this town. I’m un-
happy that the appointment of an
interim administrator [Eric Mason]
didn’t work out. Looking forward,
we have Birchwood [the 360-apart-
ment development, which the com-
mittee is opposed to], and the job of
making government more friendly.
We’ve had the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Irene and the challenge of [Hur-
ricane] Sandy. Hopefully, we won’t
have those kind of issues this year….
Leadership is about finding rem-
edies. The business of government
is too important. We must not make

change for the sake of making change.”
Andis Kalnins thanked Mr.

Robinson for his efforts. In terms of
committee appointments, he said he
looked forward “to working with
Dan McCarthy again, and to work-
ing with Joe Hartnett. The profes-
sionals are the life blood of this
town.” He thanked Police Chief Eric
Mason for serving as interim admin-
istrator, adding that he was, “upset
that this fell into politics.”

Kevin Campbell was most suc-
cinct in his remarks. “I disagree with
Andis; it is the volunteers that are
the heart and soul of this town, not
us, not the professionals.”

Ed O’Malley, beginning his third
year on the committee, said Cranford
faces a lot of challenges in 2013. “We
still have to fight Birchwood, cut
taxes and get cash to the residents.”

Cranford Township Democratic
Committee Chairwoman Carolyn
Vollero also addressed the township
committee. “This is a stabilizing of
the township government going into
the new year. Before, the govern-
ment was in disarray. With Tom as
mayor, and Ed O’Malley as deputy
mayor, I believe Tom will be a great
leader. I think he has the skills needed
in these difficult times. I hope the
Democratic majority will pull to-
gether. Tom lives in the flood area
and has engaged that neighborhood
in opposition to development.”

In terms of the ordinance passed
by Republicans to put a question on
the election ballot to change
Cranford’s form of government, Ms.
Vollero said she was “surprised that
they [Republicans] came up with it
at the 11th hour, but I’m open to it;
let’s see where it will go.”

Deadline for Sandy
Relief Groups Extended
NEWARK – New charities and

established organizations raising
money for Hurricane Sandy relief
and required to register under the
state’s Charities Registration and In-
vestigation Act have been granted a
filing deadline extension by the New
Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
(DCA).

 The extensions will follow the
same rules as the Sandy extensions
recently granted by the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

Santa’s Recent Visit Brings Back
Memories of 1955 Trip to Waldon Rd.

Cranford Should Adopt By-Laws,
Repeal Changing Form of Govt.

Please Consider Dedicating Time in
2013 to Our Westfield Charities

The Editorial Page of 2012; 2013?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Praise goes to the authors of the hundreds of Letters
to the Editor in 2012 for speaking their minds, offering
cogent opinions and exercising Free Speech. We look
forward to reading your letters in 2013.

Last year was not without controversy. Events evoked
comments by us too as summarized below. Happy
New Year everyone.

January 5, 2012 - “Tipping Fees of $100/Ton
Smell, Dumping Rules Need Fixing” - The Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA) has completed
the extension of the lease of the county’s waste to
energy incinerator through the year 2031 to Covanta
Energy. Once again, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders has said how wonderful this deal
is for towns in that it will save them collectively $100
million over the next 20 years; an average of $4
million per year. Unfortunately, this is not so for towns
such as Westfield and Fanwood where trash collection
is done by private business. These towns with private
business actually get hammered with higher costs and
the county puts some of your trash money into their
pockets.

January 19, 2012 - Over the past couple of years
both Scotch Plains and Westfield town councils have
decreased the number of meetings that are held each
year. It’s a convenience and efficiency factor for both
the council members and the municipal employees.
For the most part, there is apathy from the public... The
result today is that [too many] deliberations now occur
behind closed doors...

January 26, 2012 - Garry’s Ice Cream Shop Is Gone
...But Not the Memories The fire on South Avenue in
Westfield on Sunday is the third major fire in town in
less than a year (from April to now). It has several
people wondering if there is a connection, and au-
thorities are scrambling.

February 2, 2012 - Towns Should Follow Summit’s
Lead; Attend Freeholder Meetings.

February 9, 2012 - On November 19, 1863, a
homely, lanky man took the train from Washington
D.C. to a small town in southeastern Pennsylvania to
deliver a speech - “The Gettysburg Address.”

February 23, 2012 - Merging SP-F Police Dept.’s
More Realistic Than Combining Towns.

March 8, 2012 - Not Donkey or Pachyderm Thing,
Redistrict the Counties for Balance.

March 15, 2012 - The Money Is Gone And The
Only Thing Left Is to Pay The Bill; For a large part —
that Westfield residents now face a sewer tax is the
result of bungling by the Rahway Valley Sewer Au-
thority (RVSA) over the past decade. At the start of
2000, RVSA debt was essentially zero. Then, the
courts ordered the Authority...

March 22, 2012 - New Ice Skating Center? Maybe...
A recently completed study by the County of Union
has recommended construction of an ice skating cen-
ter at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The estimated $9-
million facility ...

April 12, 2012 - Who Is Your Favorite Scoundrel?...
Then there’s the Westfielder charged in the Madoff
Ponzi Scheme. From The Westfield Leader, November
25, 2010:

April 19, 2012 - A Few Years Will Tell Who Wins
With the School Voting Changes... Since all school
districts in Union County opted this year to not have
voters deliberate on their budgets (understandably) in
exchange for moving candidate elections to the Gen-
eral Election in November, the silence is a little eerie.

April 26, 2012 - What Is Dispatch Service, Is It
Mission Critical?

May 5, 2012 - Mayor Malool Had Bumpy Ride, SP
Needs Local Twp. Manager.

May 31, 2012 - MS BOE May Have It Right,

Teachers’ Pay Is A State Problem... Last week, the
Mountainside Board of Education told the teachers’
union that the argument about money and their sala-
ries should be with the state, not Mountainside. As the
BOE pointed out, Mountainside sent $15 million in
income tax to the state and only got back about $1
million for school funding. On the other hand, towns
like Elizabeth and Plainfield get hundreds of millions
of dollars from the state without contributing even
close to such amounts.

June 7, 2012 - Are Lawmakers Trying to Make New
Jersey Another Las Vegas?... New Jersey Assembly
Democrats say they want to kick-start the state’s
economy by making the Garden State a destination for
weddings.

June 21, 2012 - Stunning How Brazen Government
Can Become... One that, in our opinion, is “Draco-
nian” involves the state aiming to seize foreclosed
properties and develop them into affordable housing.

June 28, 2012 - You, We the Citizens... We believe
the best way to celebrate Independence Day is to
dedicate oneself to act with courage and honor, just
like our forefathers - and our fighting men of today.
Stand up to villainy. Defy our enemies, many of whom
are from within.

July 12, 2012 - As Property Taxes Soar, Who’s Next
to Pay Their Fair Share?... Just like the federal govern-
ment, the State of New Jersey along with the counties,
school systems, municipalities and authorities have
proven that they will not control expenditures and
ever-increasing taxes — it’s not in their genes. Rather
than solving the spending problems, many officials
are calling for everyone to pay their “fair share.” We
think this is political expediency; do they really be-
lieve that everyone’s not paying their fair share?

July 19, 2012 - Lawsuits and Legal Fees Costing
Union County Taxpayers Big $$$.

July 26, 2012 - Investigation Identifies Widespread
Improper Participation In State Pension; Local Gov-
ernments Failing To Comply With State Law on
Pension Credits.

August 16, 2012 - ‘Free Money Folly’ Continues to
Captivate and Decapitate... Governments at all levels
continue to represent debt as “Free Money.”

August 23, 2012 - Candidates Should Face the
Public And Forget Nasty Party Politics

September 6, 2012 - Does Voter OK of Borrowing
Need Extension to County And Towns?... About Free
Money.

September 13, 2012 - Cancel ‘Empty Chair’ Tax-
payer-Funded Political Conventions.

September 20, 2012 - The Roof and Turf Debate...
The controversy of how to manage and repair school
roofs as evident by the many Letters to the Editor over
the last several months will reach a crescendo Monday
evening, September 24, as Westfielders vote to decide
if borrowing $17 million is the best way to proceed.

November 8, 2012 - The Unforgettable Days In
Wake of Hurricane Sandy.

November 22, 2012 - ‘I Don’t Give A Damn About
Pres. Politics... I’ve Got 2.7 Million People Without
Power.’

November 29, 2012 - Discontinue Red Light Cam-
eras.

December 6, 2102 - Why Is It Necessary In This
Fine Town for This To Be Written?... scared by the
school system that if the bond doesn’t pass, disastrous
consequences will result to the education of our chil-
dren. This intimidation was made selectively to par-
ents with kids in school by letters from the school
principals.

December 13, 2012 - Holiday Gifts ‘Keep on Giv-
ing: Thrift Shops Benefit Community.

Santa Claus was just here for his
annual visit to the children of
Fanwood. It brought back so many
wonderful memories to the old-tim-
ers of Waldon Road.

In the fall of 1954, when our part of
Waldon Road was extended, my hus-
band and I and our first child, just one
year old, moved into the recently
completed #19. For very nearly 60
years, we have lived here and loved
it. Since most of the houses in Waldon
homes had children galore, it didn’t
take us long to realize that, come
Christmas 1955, we should invite
Santa Claus to visit our development.
We spoke to each of the residents,
suggesting that the parents buy a small
gift for each of their children and
we’d have Santa deliver the gifts on
Christmas Eve. With the help of one
of our parents who had a red station
wagon to serve as Santa’s sleigh and
another friend in Scotch Plains who

housed all the gifts in December, we
managed to deliver them to each
house. Santa rode on the tailgate of
the car with Fred Waring music play-
ing, and one of his “Elves” calling
out each child’s name as Santa ap-
proached his or her house. This rou-
tine continued for many, many years,
well past the time when our seven
kids and hundreds of others looked
forward to Santa’s annual visit.

All the children have grown and
moved on, but several of the original
homes are still occupied by their par-
ents who lovingly remember the
good-old-days, especially since our
tradition has now been embraced by
the town as a whole.

Our very first Santa, my husband
Gene Gatens, turned 90 just last week.
Have a wonderful Christmas.

Adele Gatens
Fanwood

The Cranford Township Commit-
tee has not adopted by-laws for the
past two years, yet at the 11th hour
and at a special meeting on Decem-
ber 17, 2012, they adopted an ordi-
nance calculated to change Cranford’s
form of government. Citing lack of
accomplishments, election fatigue,
and absence of accountability as rea-
sons for the change, the committee
fails to recognize that the form of
government is not the villain, but
rather that their failed leadership is
the true issue. Performance of the
individual office holders would not
change with a different form of gov-
ernment. The problem is not the struc-
ture; the problem rests with the indi-
viduals holding elective office. This
self-evident truth escapes them.

Accomplishments are difficult
without an organization. The disman-
tling of Cranford’s government be-
gan early in 2011 with the removal of
Cranford’s CFO and continued with
the removal of the township adminis-
trator in the fall of 2011. Without
conducting a search for a qualified
candidate, the committee appointed
an interim administrator. In 2012, the
committee compounded that error by
failing to conduct a search for a quali-
fied permanent administrator. In both
cases, all commissioners followed the
mayor’s lead, or more accurately, the
“chairman of the Township Commit-
tee,” and unanimously went along.
Now 15 months later, the town will
hopefully embark on a serious search
for a highly-qualified administrator.
It is unclear how a different form of
government would have led to a dif-
ferent result. Edison, Newark, and
Hillside all have forms of govern-
ment different than Cranford’s, yet
the problems of governing seem to be
the same.

Elections are held every year in
Cranford, and that is a good thing. To
hold them less frequently cedes even
more influence to politicians and to
political bosses. At a minimum, citi-
zens expect to vote annually in free-
holder and school board elections.
The burden of running for office is
not on voters; the effort must come
from candidates willing to educate

themselves on issues, knock on doors,
raise money, and spend countless
hours running a campaign. Changing
Cranford’s government only ad-
vances the power and the agendas of
politicians and would be detrimental
to the town. A change would further
establish a politics whose purpose is
patronage.

The argument that there is no ac-
countability in the township commit-
tee form of government is hollow.
Voters hold commissioners account-
able for their actions at the ballot box,
but township’ employees are selec-
tively held responsible by the com-
mittee. That failure is the commis-
sioners’ responsibility and not the
form of government’s fault. There
are plenty of recent examples: failure
to flag unpaid property taxes which
improperly allowed an application
for a drug treatment facility to come
before the planning board; disappear-
ance of documents; an alleged kid-
napping of a township employee by
the township; and apparent disorder
in the bidding and awarding of town-
ship contracts.

The Star-Ledger identifies politics
as the root cause of dysfunction in
Edison, pointing to the police union
using its political muscle to help in-
stall a mayor that will do its dirty
work. Despite an investigation, “no
one was held accountable.” Another
article noted that New Jersey “con-
tinues to lay claim to a political cul-
ture of entrenched cronyism and cor-
ruption that is by its nature inimical
to good government.”

Accomplishments occur through
cooperation, and that is not deter-
mined by form of government. Fewer
elections do not translate into less
politics, but rather fewer elections
result in the loss of citizen control.
And accountability needs to be de-
manded by office holders; it is not
dependent on the form of govern-
ment. The committee’s first act of
2013 should be to adopt by-laws, and
its second act should be to repeal the
ordinance on changing Cranford’s
form of government.

Mark Smith, Former Chair
Cranford Township Committee

At the dawn of each new year,
many of us search inward for new
methods and objectives of self im-
provement. Some may focus on pro-
fessional matters and others on per-
sonal fitness, but the notion of a fresh
start is appealing to virtually all of us.
While improving your diet and get-
ting to the gym are important, please
consider dedicating time this year to
local charities. There are many nearby
charitable organizations that need
your help.

One example is Imagine, a
Westfield-based organization dedi-
cated to helping those who have ex-
perienced a devastating personal loss.
Another is the Paul Jackson Fund,
also a Westfield-based organization,
which provides financial support to
those suffering from medical crises.
Both are noteworthy, valuable orga-
nizations that are worthy of your time.

Additionally, the Westfield Jaycees
are well known for making notable
contributions to the community. You
can find us raking leaves at
Mindowaskin Park, handing out pizza
at the Westfield 5K Pizza Run, which
is organized by the Downtown
Westfield Organization, and raising
funds for many other local charitable
organizations.

One of the Jaycees landmark events

is our annual Poker Tournament,
which raises thousands of dollars
which are dedicated to college schol-
arships for Westfield High School
students. Participants pay a reason-
able entrance fee to play poker and
win prizes; it is a friendly evening of
camaraderie for the players and it
provides very meaningful assistance
to the recipients of the scholarships.

This year, as you consider what
changes you can implement to im-
prove yourself, please consider what
contributions you can make to your
community. Though, between fam-
ily and professional commitments, it
can sometimes be difficult to dedi-
cate time for charity, I can think of no
better example for our children then
to demonstrate the importance of al-
locating time for others. As the Jay-
cees recite at each and every meeting,
we know that “service to humanity is
the best work of life.”

Thank you and, on behalf of the
Jaycees, we wish you a healthy, happy
2013.

David Tepp, President
Westfield Jaycees

Do Something Right
To Limit Homicides

By Firearms
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Super-

intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
and President of the Westfield Board
of Education Richard Mattessich have
made an important statement con-
cerning school safety in Westfield
and they are to be applauded. (The
Westfield Leader, December
27,2012).

Unfortunately, what they are pro-
posing, as good as can be expected
for them to do, is not sufficient given
the near lack of meaningful and ef-
fective gun control in the United States
where, according to Senator Barbara
Boxer, there are some 300,000,000
for a population not much greater
and wherem according to the FBI
Uniform Crime Report for 2011, there
were 8,585 firearm murders.

The United Nations reports that in
2009 the numbers of homicides by
firearms was as following for the
countries:

Canada, 610; Singapore, 25; Ar-
menia, 83; Poland, 493; Denmark,
47; Iceland, 1; United Kingdom, 724,
; Italy, 590; Portugal 130; The Neth-
erlands, 179; Australia, 262; New
Zealand, 65; Belgium, 185.

Japan with 55 percent of the popu-
lation of the United States had 646 in
2008. Germany with 46 percent of
the population of the United States in
2010 had 690.

These countries must be doing
something right in comparison to the
United States to limit if not end homi-
cides by firearms.

Without strict and meaningful gun
control in the United States, efforts to
improve school security, sadly, tragi-
cally, will not be enough.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ptarmic – Causing to sneeze
2. Dawpate – A simpleton; a fool
3. Tellural – Pertaining to the earth
4. Gobbet – A chunk of raw flesh

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BURKING
1. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
2. Pointing out with the finger
3. Causing extreme fear, trembling or

quivering
4. Causing a person or persons to get

enraged; a taunting
SIMAGRE

1. Stern; rigid
2. A grimace
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. An early stage or beginning

BUCCAL
1. Full of life; very lively
2. Living the life of a hermit
3. Petaining to the cheek or mouth
4. Desolate; barren

BLOTTO
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions
2. Very pale or faded
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Very drunk; unconscious because of

drinking too much

“Fiscal Cliff”
Pertaining to officials

piling high a heap; causing
financial drift, mounding
with taxes that impart
shock; protuberance and
uprising surfaces.
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Letters to the Editor
We Need Real Reform Of Our Mental
Health And Criminal Justice Systems
What I believe is needed in this coun-

try is a dose of common sense. From
airport security, to military service, to
“gun control,” we should take a close
look at what they do over in Israel.

Most of what we do in America is
“security theater.” We make things look
secure, feel secure, but do very little to
actually secure them. Case in point: The
TSA.

What the horrible events in Newtown
should prove to us, besides the obvious
fact of a completely broken public mental
health system, is that it is long past the
time to replace theater with actual secu-
rity.

Am I talking about “armed guards in
schools?” No, I’m talking about armed
cops in every school, involved with and
helping direct a larger overall security
plan. The police are only part of it, but it’s
as good a place to start. Every school in
the nation should have School Resource
Officers in it. SROs are fully trained and
equipped police officers, who work in
the school and are part of the staff en-
gaged in teaching our children not only
book knowledge, but how to actually live
in this crazy world.

Then we have to accept that no matter
what security measures we put in place,
we will not be able to save everyone from
a determined attacker or group of attack-
ers, ones who will likely know the secu-
rity procedures because they will be a
student at that school we are trying to
protect or will have done extensive plan-
ning prior to the attack. We can only
make sure they know their cowardly at-
tack will be met with a quick and likely
deadly response, a response involving
bringing the maximum amount of force
and violence to the criminal or criminals
and doing whatever it takes to stop them.
Don’t underestimate the power of this
kind of deterrence.

Instead of engaging in the useless gun
control discussion going between the
media talking heads and idiotic political
hacks looking for votes, engage in some
reality. The “assault weapons ban” won’t
stop one single “bad guy” from shooting
something up if that’s what he wants to
do.

I am all for regulations on who can
purchase, own or carry firearms. I do not
see the need for the average person to
have an AK-47 or an AR-15. I think
training should be required for anyone
who wishes to have a “concealed carry”

permit. I do not believe anyone but the
police should be carrying firearms in
plain view. But we are truly kidding
ourselves if we think “banning” certain
types of weapons will do anything, but
add years to prison sentences after the
fact of the people that use them illegally
and manage to survive the obvious re-
sponse from law enforcement.

We can go over and over what hap-
pened in Newtown, and in every other
place in America someone has commit-
ted a horrible act of mass murder, and we
will never figure out why. We will not be
able to figure out how to stop it once it
starts, because our response will always
be as good as the last incident. The best
defense to an active shooter is a good
offense and the use of the proper police
techniques to identify those likely to try
it and arrest them before they act.

We have to accept that we cannot save
every innocent once the active shooter
incident is in progress, but we can limit
the number of victims if we get real about
security. We can only act with some
common sense, and prepare ourselves
based upon the simple fact there are people
in this world who have no morals and
would not hesitate to hurt good honest
people either because they are mentally
ill or simply don’t care. Not everyone is
a nice person, and not everyone can be
“saved” or “helped.”

Some folks need to be locked up and
kept away from the rest of us for the good
of society. We need real reform of our
mental health and criminal justice sys-
tems to make sure this happens, and some-
one needs to do something about the
corruption in all levels of government
before the society crumbles from within.

These “active shooter” incidents are
an example of the bigger things wrong in
America, and all the special laws in the
world aren’t going to help if we don’t
wake up and look in the mirror.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

CHANCE ENCOUNTER...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) while on vacation in
Florida last month converses with President George W. Bush.

Courtesy of Michael Chan
WINTER WONDERLAND...A solitary duck relaxes by the brook in Minowaskin
Park in Westfield as snow blanketed the area this week.

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Elder Law

822 South Avenue West
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

Scotch Plains Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella Takes Office

I want to start by thanking each and
every one of you for being here today to
support Kevin and I, and, in particular,
I’d like to thank my friends and family
for all of their hard work throughout the
campaign and for the support they will
be continuing to give me over the next
few years. I love you all so much and I
wouldn’t have been able to do this with-
out your support. In so many ways, my
desire to serve the people of Scotch Plains
was really about families just like mine,
who have chosen Scotch Plains over
every other place in the World. In the
next four years, more than anything, I
hope to be part of a leadership that will
inspire an even greater sense of pride in
this place that we call home. I am very
grateful for the support I received from
so many of you throughout the campaign
and would like to publicly thank our
former mayor and each of the members
of the former and present Council for
their courtesy to me and to my family
during this past year. I have a special debt
of gratitude to our newly elected Mayor,
who has entertained calls and questions
from me at ungodly hours. He and wife
put up with a barrage of traffic through
their home for the sake of our campaign
and are now much more prepared to one
day become grandparents after spending
the past few months with my children. If
you’d indulge me for just one brief mo-
ment, I’d like to tell you a few things you
may not know about why I was so enthu-
siastic about joining Kevin Glover on
this campaign ticket. Kevin believes that
government is at its best when it is doing
things that make sense, and when its
leaders are guided by what is right for the
taxpayers. He is passionate in his com-
mitment to what’s right. I joined Kevin in
this campaign because I too believe that
common sense government doesn’t have
to be a cliche.

And while the support of my party has
meant more to me than I can begin to
express, the time for politics is over. As I
said many times during the campaign,
there is just no room for party politics at
the local level. To that end, I look forward
to working with Councilman Vastine and
welcome constructive contributions from
many other members of his party. A
successful municipal government can-
not be influenced by anything other than
a commitment to the people who have
placed their trust in them. I promise to be
diligent in my service to each of you and
to do my very best to make my friends
and family proud of the work I am a part

of here.
Before concluding, I’d like to speak

briefly about how Scotch Plains will
become the very best place possible. I
truly believe that the future of Scotch
Plains is in it’s history, a history deeply
grounded in the spirit of family, commu-
nity, and in the talents brought to it by its
amazingly gifted residents. On Christ-
mas Day, I attended an incredible mass at
our very own St. Bart’s. I know some of
you were there as well. On that day, the
homily was so well suited to what brings
us here today, that I can’t help but to
borrow parts of its message. The mes-
sage to those in attendance was about the
talents of the members of the parish, and
how their gifts came together to make the
parish community strong. It’s my posi-
tion that the underlying message is one
that could easily be adapted to have great
meaning to our Township as a whole.

The success of this community doesn’t
lay in the ideas or talents of one or two
people. In a community of more than
23,000, imagine the possibilities if the
time and talents of more of us came
together for the benefit of our beloved
Township. Each of us has something to
offer, some attribute that can help to
make our community stronger and more
vibrant than ever and allow us to con-
tinue to move forward and to make ad-
vances that will serve our residents for
generations to come. My primary focus
in the next four years will be to encour-
age new names and faces to be a real part
of what make Scotch Plains so fabulous.
Imagine the possibilities if each one of us
made some level of commitment to make
our community the best it can be, if more
of us chose to be an active part of groups
like the Rotary Club or U.N.I.C.O, or to
volunteer as members of the fire or res-
cue squads or to coach a team. Imagine
how the spirit of community would spread
if more of us attended community events
like the summer concert series or how
our downtown would thrive if more of us
made a conscious effort to support our
local businesses.

The success of Scotch Plains is a shared
responsibility and I look forward to work-
ing with all of you. I promise to do my
very best to live up to your expectations,
to be reasonable, and most importantly...
accessible. Four years from now, with a
lot of hard work from a lot of people, I
know we will look back on what we’ve
accomplished together with great pride.

Colleen Gialanella
Scotch Plains Council

Fiscal Raises
WASHINGTON, DC – President

Obama signed an executive order last
week that will lift a ban on pay freezes
for federal employees, including Vice
President Biden ($231,900); Congress
($174-$224,600); Senators ($194,400)
and judges .
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– Obituaries – POLICE BLOTTER
Dr. Kenneth C. Bachman, 90, Was
Research Chemist, Local Volunteer

Kenneth Charles Bachman, 90, of
Westfield passed away on Sunday,
December 23, 2012, at Overlook
Medical Center in Summit. The son of
Charles H. and Anna R. Bachman, he
was born and raised in West New
York, N.J., before coming to Westfield.

Mr. Bachman served in the U.S.
Navy during World War II. He gradu-
ated from Rutgers University in 1944,
where he also earned his master’s
degree and Ph.D. in 1950. Mr.
Bachman started a career with M.W.
Kellogg Company. He then joined
Esso Research and Engineering Co.,
where he worked for 30 years as a
research chemist. He was a member
of the American Chemical Society
since 1950.

He was a longtime member of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield and
volunteered at Mobile Meals.

Mr. Bachman was predeceased by
his son, Gary Bachman, on Decem-

ber 1 of 2012.
Surviving are his beloved wife of

61 years, Dorothy J. Bachman; his
son, Kenneth E. Bachman; his daugh-
ter, Karen L. Bachman, and his grand-
daughter, Jett Bachman. He also is
survived by his nieces, Marcia
Malcolm, Uma Malcolm and Valerie
(Rich) MacFie, and his nephew, Rob-
ert Malcolm.

A memorial service was held at the
First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, on Sunday, December 30.
Private interment was at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, a contribution to
your favorite charity in Kenneth’s
name would be appreciated. For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

January 3, 2013

Dr. Alan Bodner

Dr. Alan Bodner, 81, Longtime Dentist;
Resident of Westfield and Mountainside
Dr. Alan Bodner,  81,  of

Mountainside, N.J., and a long-
t ime resident  of
Westfield, N.J., passed
away on Monday, De-
cember 24, 2012, at
Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit, N.J. A
private gathering of a
few nearby family and
friends was held on that
day. No memorial ser-
vices are planned.

Dr. Bodner was born
in Newark, N.J., the only
child of Nathaniel and
Minnie Bodner, on December 14,
1931. A graduate of the University
of Wisconsin at Madison and New
York University Dental School, Dr.

Bodner was an Army captain in the
101st Airborne Division at Fort

Campbell, Ky. prior to
joining his  father,
Nathaniel (Tony), in
dental practice.

Dr. Bodner practiced
general dentistry in Jer-
sey City, N.J. for 46
years, retiring in 2005.

He is survived by his
wife, Juliana Stancati
Bodner;  his  sons,
Howard and Daniel, and
their mother, Marlene;
Howard’s wife, Hua;

Daniel’s wife, Ruth, and their chil-
dren, Rebekah and Cole Bodner.

January 3, 2013

BootCampWF Is Taking It
Indoors at Surgent’s, ECC

WESTFIELD – Resolve to get in
shape this year with BootCampWF,
Westfield’s premier, healthy-living
outdoor fitness training program. We
are taking it INDOORS for the win-
ter at Surgent’s Westfield, and the
next session runs January 7 to Febru-
ary 15. Workouts at Surgent’s are
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at
5:45 and 9:15 a.m., Tuesday and
Thursday at 5:30 a.m., and BCWF
Lite, a gentler version, will be held
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:15 a.m.

BootCampWF also has teamed up
with East Coast Conditioning to
bring you BCWF @ ECC and will
be working out at ECC’s facility,
216 Tingley Lane, Edison. Join us
for a FREE DEMO CLASS there on
Friday, January 4, at 9:30 a.m.
Classes will be Monday, Tuesday

and Friday at 9:30 a.m.
BootCampWF is a specially de-

signed, six-week fitness program led
by Certified Trainers. Regardless of
age, size, gender or fitness level, if
you’re looking to get in shape, drop
those pounds, build that muscle and
have fun while doing it, it’s time to
ENLIST!

To help you achieve optimal fit-
ness this year, ALL six-week pack-
ages include a FREE 50-minute con-
sultation with ViaNutrition’s Karen
Phillips, Holistic Health and Nutri-
tion Coach.

To enlist in BootCampWF, please
visit www.BootCampWF.com. Get
Out…Get Fit…Have Fun!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Westfield
Wednesday, December 26, a busi-

ness owner on the 600 block of Central
Avenue reported a possible attempted
burglary. The incident occurred be-
tween December 22 and 24. Someone
allegedly removed poles and Styrofoam
near an exhaust fan in an attempt to
gain entry to the business. Further in-
vestigation revealed that entry to the
business was not gained. The incident
remains under investigation.

Friday, December 28, Victor
Cammarota, 23, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
He was released to a responsible adult.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 18, a resident

of Sunnyfield Lane reported that
sometime overnight someone entered
his unlocked motor vehicle and re-
moved multiple pieces of electron-
ics, valued at approximately $250.

Wednesday, December 19, a Martine
Avenue resident reported a former
employee calls him multiple times a
day and leaves vulgar messages.

Wednesday, December 19, the man-
ager of a South Avenue store reported
that someone removed several items,
valued at approximately $35, from the
store without paying for them.

Wednesday, December 19, a resi-
dent of Lake Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone dam-
aged her lawn by driving over it with
a motor vehicle.

Thursday, December 20, Dajuan
Hester, 19, of. Piscataway was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop. Hester was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, December 21, Brandon
Williams, 20, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after an of-
ficer observed him smoking some-
thing that appeared to be marijuana.
Williams was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, December 21, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone entered her
motor vehicle and removed her purse.
Entry was gained by smashing the pas-
senger-side window, police reported.

Friday, December 21, a resident of
Beechwood Place reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed his brief-
case. Entry was gained by smashing
the passenger-side window, police
reported.

Friday, December 21, a resident of
Park View Drive reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed a base-
ball bag. Entry was gained by smash-
ing the passenger-side window, ac-
cording to police.

Friday, December 21, Rimsky
Horrego, 36, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding $300
warrant issued by the Verona Court.
Horrego was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, December 23, Eric
Eatman, 44, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding $181 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court
after police responded to West Broad
Street on a report of a dispute. Eatman
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 18, Joseph

Guillaume, 22, of Union was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Deer Path on a warrant out of
Irvington in the amount of $89. He
was processed and released.

Tuesday, December 18, William
Calzadilla, 29, of Hillside was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Englishtown in the amount of $228
after a motor vehicle stop on New
Providence Road. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, December 21, Hernan
Cortez, 40, of Baltimore, Md. was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after he
crashed his motor vehicle into the
divider on Route 22 East at Lawrence
Avenue and police found him asleep
behind the wheel at the scene. Ac-
cording to police, the passenger-side
window of his vehicle had to be bro-
ken to gain access to the suspect, who
was then transported to Overlook
Medical Center in Summit.

Saturday, December 22, Tanita S.
Evans of Newark was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Mill Lane. She was processed and
released at the scene.

Sunday, December 23, Julio Cesar
Cuadra-Rios, 41, of Piscataway was
arrested and charged with DWI after he
was involved in an accident on Route
22. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, December 25, Mary C.
Brader, 62, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged with theft after
she stole a Christmas gift, valued at
$125, from her mother.

Thursday, December 27, a patron
of a Route 22 movie theater reported
that he had left his wallet at the con-
cession stand, and when he returned
to get it, it was missing.

Thursday, December 27, an em-
ployee of a Route 22 business re-
ported that a locked trailer belong-
ing to the company was broken into.
Three chop saws, an air compressor,
two generators, two hammer drills,
two electric screw drivers, a six-foot
ladder and a bag containing numer-
ous hand tools was removed.
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YM-YWHA to Present
Swing Dance and Concert

AREA – The YM-YWHA of
Union County will offer a Big Band
Swing Dance and Concert on Sun-
day, January 20, from 1 to 3 p.m.
Open to all for dancing or listening
pleasure, this event will be free to
senior citizens, youth and their
families. A $10 donation is re-
quested from others who attend the
Big Band performance, which will
be sponsored by the National Coun-
cil of Jewish Women, Union County
Section (NCJW) and the “Y.”

The featured band will be the
Full Count Big Band. An 18-piece
contemporary big band, the orches-
tra includes five saxes, four trom-
bones and five trumpets, comple-
mented by a full jazz rhythm en-
semble of piano, bass, drums and
guitar. A vocalist will enhance the

classic big band sound.
Refreshments will be served. The

“Y,” a barrier-free facility, is lo-
cated at 501 Green Lane, Union.
For directions or in the event of
inclement weather, call the “Y” at
(908) 289-8112. For information
about the NCJW, interested per-
sons are asked to e-mail
ncjwunion@yahoo.com.

A food collection for people in
need will take place in the lobby of
the “Y.” Participants are asked to
bring a gift of non-perishable food,
which will be distributed to food
pantries serving those less fortunate.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Library Story Slam Event
To Have New Year Theme

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
its first Story Slam for the year 2013
will be held on Wednesday, January
9, at 7 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Story Slams are personal storytelling
events that the library holds on a quar-
terly basis. The topic for this session
will be “What’s New?” Participants
are invited to tell a willing group of
other storytellers and listeners about
how they have celebrated the new
year, with resolutions kept or broken,
or great memories of New Year’s Eve.

This event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, access wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-

brary Loop,” or stop by the library for
a copy of its award-winning quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Eloise Wall, 88, Had Been Bookkeeper,
Business Mgr. for Cranford Chronicle

Eloise Virginia Wall, 88, of Brick
passed away peacefully on Friday,
December 28, 2012, surrounded
by her loving family.

Mrs.  Wall  was born in
Centerville, Iowa and moved to
Westfield in 1954. She relocated
to Brick in 1982.

Eloise was a graduate of
Draughon’s Business College and
went on to work for the Cranford
Chronicle as its bookkeeper and
business manager for 15 years be-
fore retiring in 1985.

She was a longtime member of
the Four Seasons Garden Club in
Cranford.

Eloise was predeceased by her
husband, John, who passed away
in 1995. Surviving are her chil-
dren, Janice Bednarz, Gary Wall,
Bruce Wall and Marilyn Tammaro.
She also will be deeply missed by
her seven grandchildren, two step-

grandchildren and six great-grand-
children, along with another great-
grandchild due in June.

The entire family would like to
thank Kathy Wall and Sintra
Mahadeo, who took such loving
care of their mother and grand-
mother.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
be celebrated today, Thursday,
January 3, at 10 a.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield. Interment will follow at
St .  Gertrude’s Cemetery in
Colonia.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made ei ther to St .  Jude
Children’s Research Hospital or
The Wounded Warrior Project.

January 3, 2013

Cooking Priest Is Due
At St. Helen’s Jan. 15
WESTFIELD – The Parish Com-

munity of Saint Helen will welcome
Catholic Cooking Priest, Father Leo
Patalinghug on Tuesday, January 15,
as part of its Year of Faith Speaker
Series. Father Patalinghug will serve
up spiritual advice for families while
cooking some of his favorite recipes.

The Grace Before Meals program
will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Saint Helen’s
Church, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield. A free will offering
will be accepted for this evening.

Father Patalinghug is an accom-
plished chef and author of the book
“Grace Before Meals – Recipes and
Inspirations for Family Meals and
Family Life.” With Fusion Steak
Fajitas, he won the challenge deliv-
ered by Food Channel star Bobby
Flay on the October 2012 episode of
“Throw Down! With Bobby Flay.”
Information about his ministry can
be found at gracebeforemeals.com.

For more information on this, and
other church programs offered, visit
sainthelen.org and click on Year of
Faith.

Edith G. Keough, 95, Was Volunteer;
Founding Member of St. Helen’s

Edith G. Keough, 95, died on
Saturday, December 29.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., Edith
moved to Westfield with her hus-
band, Bill Willoughby, whose fam-
ily were longtime Westfield resi-
dents. She was an avid traveler and
bridge player who enjoyed enter-
taining friends and was known for
her sense of style.

Edith was a founding member of
the Community of Saint Helen in
Westfield and was an active volun-
teer with Mobile Meals with Jack
Keough. She was past president of
Holy Trinity Parents Guild, past
president of the Amity Club and
director of Girl Scouts. Edith also
was president of the Red Hat Soci-
ety at Seabrook Village, Tinton
Falls.

Edith and Jack Keough moved
to Tinton Falls in 2001. She re-
turned to the Westfield area in 2012.

Mrs. Keough was predeceased

by her first husband, William A.
Willoughby, and her second hus-
band, Jack Keough. She is sur-
vived by her two children, Edith
Wells and Richard Willoughby and
his wife, Bernadette Willoughby;
four grandchildren, Melissa Wells
and her husband, Mark Moffett,
David Wells and Elena and Anna
Willoughby, and a brother, John R.
Gilson.

Friends and family are invited to
celebrate Edith at a memorial mass
to be held at the Church of St.
Helen of Westfield at 10 a.m. to-
morrow, Friday, January 4.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be sent to the Church of St.
Helen Helping Hands and Hearts
or the Center for Hope Hospice of
Scotch Plains, N.J.

To leave a message or for further
information, please visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

January 3, 2013

GOOD TURN FOR OUR TROOPS…Cub Scouts of Pack No. 34 at Evergreen
Elementary School in Scotch Plains participated in a “Good Turn” Pack Meeting
on December 14 by packing boxes with donated items including snacks, batteries,
toiletries, personal notes and postcards. The boxes were part of Operation
Shoebox – Supporting Our Troops (operationshoebox.com/), to be mailed to
United States troops deployed abroad.

Westfield Library to Host
FrostKings on January 12

WESTFIELD – The FrostKings
will play at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library on Saturday, January
12, at 2 p.m. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

A rhythm and blues, swing band
from the North Jersey area, The
FrostKings have played many fes-
tivals and venues over the last few
years, including J&R Cigars,
Kristine’s Swing Dances and the
Chester Jazz and Blues Festival.

The FrostKings are equally at
home playing swinging shuffles,
slow blues or full-tilt boogies.
Their repertoire ranges from the
West Coast swing stylings of Louis
Jordan and T-Bone Walker, to the
classic blues of Luther Johnson,
B.B. King, Eddie “Clean Head”
Vinson and Muddy Waters, to the
rhythm and blues of Wilson Pickett
and Herbie Hancock.

This show will be free and open

to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
To check if a library participates,
visit the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org. To reg-
ister  for  the program, visi t
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, January 3, 2013 Page 7

SANTA AND FRIENDS…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’
Club gathered December 1 at the organization’s annual Holiday Breakfast. As a
community outreach project, the club is working with local organizations and
families to collect filled shoeboxes for those affected by Hurricane Sandy in New
Jersey. The Little Shoebox Project provides needy children and adults with
shoeboxes full of gifts. The club collected more than 40 shoeboxes at the breakfast.
Pictured above is Santa with some young friends during the event.

‘Y’ Plans Lunch and Learn;
January Health Screenings

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” is offering an opportu-
nity for active older adults to come
together and meet and greet
Westfield Senior Housing and Ca-
nine Companions for Indepen-
dence on Wednesday, January 16,
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the
Main “Y” Facility, located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

This informational gathering
will include discussions with
Sharon Greenbaum and Randi
Kass, along with a visit with
“McLeod,” a service dog for
Westfield Senior Housing. Partici-
pants will learn about Canine Com-
panions and how “McLeod” en-
riches the lives of Westfield Senior
Housing residents. Dessert and cof-
fee will be provided.

Members and non-members are
welcome to attend. There is a nomi-
nal registration fee for this Lunch
and Learn program. Interested in-
dividuals must register by Thurs-
day, January 10, at the Welcome
Center of the Main “Y” Facility.
For more information, call Lynne
Applebaum at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no.  239,  or  e-mail
lapplebaum@westfieldynj.org.

On Monday, January 14, from 9
to 11 a.m., Total Hearing Care of
Westfield will provide free hear-
ing screenings. Appointments can
be made for this screening at the
Welcome Center. For further in-
formation, contact Jean White at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 239,
or e-mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

The “Y” also will partner with
Overlook Medical Center to offer

health education and screenings to
the community monthly.  On
Wednesday, January 16, from 10
to 11:30 a.m. there will be a cho-
lesterol screening for a nominal
fee offered at the Main “Y” Facil-
ity, Conference Room One, 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Partici-
pants need to register at 1-(800)
247-9580 for this screening.

To learn more about Westfield Area
“Y” programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Mr. Miller to Give Talk On
‘Memories of Old Westfield’
WESTFIELD – Westfield Histori-

cal Society Program Chairman Bob
Miller will present excerpts from the
book “Memories of Old Westfield” by
John Henry Frazee at the First Wednes-
day Luncheon of the Westfield His-
torical Society. The program will be
held at noon on January 9 at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Frazee’s memories begin with a
chart of his noted family history, which
naturally includes Aunt Betty Frazee
of Revolutionary War fame. His
memories continue with the history of
Westfield, as he tells of its inns, its first
church, the arrival of the railroad, the
first schools and much more.

John Henry Frazee was born on
October 2, 1873 in a house that was
standing where the World War I Monu-
ment is today and directly across the
street from the First United Methodist
Church. Frazee would become a part of
Westfield’s history for the next 98 years.

Mr. Miller said the book conveys
the feeling that Frazee enjoyed every
minute of his life in Westfield. As a
boy, he seemed to have a good time no
matter what he did, whether it was

delivering papers, playing a prank,
rafting in a brook, skating on a pond or
killing all the black snakes on Squire
Ripley’s farm. When it was time for
him to learn a trade, he turned to his
Uncle Milton, a mason, whose teach-
ings led him to become one of the
finest masons in the Westfield area.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, January 7. The cost of the
luncheon is $21 for members and $26
for non-members, including gratuity.

Synagogue and ECF Team
For Fashion-Talent Show

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel (CBI) and The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) are collaborating to host their
fifth annual fundraiser, a fashion
and talent show, on Sunday, Janu-
ary 13, at 1 p.m. at the synagogue.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the ECF – a non-profit organi-
zation that provides emotional and
material support to New Jersey’s
children with cancer and their fami-
lies – and Congregation Beth Is-
rael, both located in Scotch Plains.

Lord & Taylor of Westfield will
provide men’s, women’s and
children’s clothing, modeled by vol-
unteers from CBI and the ECF. In
addition, performers of all ages from
the synagogue, ECF and the com-
munity will volunteer their time to
showcase their talents at the event.

“We’re really excited to be able
to team up with the Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation again this year,”
said Davida Berkowitz, executive
director of CBI. “We’ve held fash-
ion shows and talent shows with
them in the past, but this is the first
time we are holding a fashion and
talent show all in one. The partici-
pants as well as the spectators have
a great time at these events,” she
said.

The talent and fashion show will
be open to the community. The
first 100 pre-registered, pre-paid
guests will receive gift bags. A
raffle will be held with prizes for
all ages, and light refreshments

will be served at the event.
To register, call the synagogue

office at (908) 889-1830. Tickets
cost $18 for adults and $10 for
children under 12. Congregation
Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom
Way, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue, in Scotch Plains.

AARP to Meet Again
At Scotch Hills Jan. 7
WESTFIELD – The first meeting

of the new year for AARP Westfield
Area Chapter No. 4137 will take
place on Monday, January 7, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at the intersection of Plainfield Av-
enue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains. The meeting will begin at 1
p.m.

Al Ebersole, a resident of
Fanwood and director of the
Fanwood Recycling Center, will be
the guest speaker. The recycling
center is located on North Avenue
in Fanwood. Mr. Ebersole will re-
late the history and extensive op-
eration of the recycling center,
which is used by many people
throughout the area.

As part of the AARP chapter’s
ongoing service project, members
are asked to bring a non-perishable
food item or monetary donation to
be given to the Westfield Food Pan-
try. Also, chapter dues of $10 may
be paid at this meeting, and new
members are always welcome.

CIRCLE OF DANCE…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA Performing Arts
Program hosted “An Afternoon of Performing Arts with Friends” on December
2, introducing the program to the community with the help of local craft artisans,
culinary chefs and artwork displayed by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School art
students. Highlighting the celebration were performances from the New Jersey
Youth Theatre and the Y’s Dance Company, a group of dancers ages 7 to 12.
Pictured, young dancers perform to “Autumn in New York.”

Caregivers Group
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will take place
on January 7. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more infor-
mation, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1214.

‘Living With Integrity’ Set
At Chabad of Union County
FANWOOD – The Rohr Jewish

Learning Institute (JLI) will present
“Living with Integrity: Navigating
Everyday Ethical Dilemmas,” the
institute’s new, six-session Winter
2013 course that will begin during
the last week of January.

Rabbi Avrohom Blesofsky of Chabad
of Union County will conduct the six-
course sessions at 7:30 p.m. on Tues-
days from January 29 through March 5
at Chabad of Union County, located at
193 South Avenue in Fanwood.

“There’s a lot of talk about ethics for
government and big corporations, but
almost every day we confront complex
ethical decisions in our own relation-
ships,” said Rabbi Zalman Abraham of
JLI’s headquarters in Brooklyn, N.Y.
“From nanny cams to our responsibili-
ties to our parents, ‘Living with Integ-
rity’ will provide a framework for mak-
ing balanced decisions for ourselves
and for the people we care about.”

Using real-life scenarios, “Living
with Integrity” challenges students
to articulate their own opinions while
providing practical Talmudic wisdom
to help them navigate through life’s
inevitable ethical challenges.

Like all previous JLI programs,
“Living with Integrity” is designed to
appeal to people at all levels of Jew-
ish knowledge, including those with-

out any prior experience or back-
ground in Jewish learning. All JLI
courses are open to the public, and
attendees need not be affiliated with
a particular synagogue, temple or
other house of worship.

Interested students may call (908)
790-0008 or visit myJLI.com for reg-
istration and other course-related in-
formation. JLI courses are presented
in Fanwood in conjunction with
Chabad of Union County.

‘Y’ Preschool to Host
Open House Events

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host two Preschool Open
House events on Saturday, January
12. The first will be held at the Robert
and Virginia Bauer Family Branch,
located at 422 East Broad Street,
Westfield, from 10 a.m. to noon, for
parents with children as young as age
2½. Tours of the preschool class-
rooms will be given, and certified
staff will answer questions regarding
the various “Y” Preschool programs,
curriculum and schedules for the
2012-2013 school year.

The second Open House event will
be for Cranford residents only at the
preschool at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m., for children ages 3 and 4.

For more information regarding
any of the Westfield Area “Y” Pre-
school Programs, call Eileen Rooney
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 423,
or e-mail erooney@westfieldynj.org.

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Screenings On Tap
For Cholesterol

AREA – Overlook Medical Center
has announced that cholesterol screen-
ings will be available this month. Total
cholesterol, HDL and TC/HDL ratio
will be measured using a simple finger
stick. Overlook health care profes-
sionals will offer education and coun-
seling based on results. Fasting is not
necessary; registration is required.
There will be a $10 fee.

Screenings will take place on Thurs-
day, January 10, 9 to 10:30 a.m., at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, 1340
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, and
Wednesday, January 16, 10 to 11:30
a.m., at the Westfield Area “Y,” 220
Clark Street, Westfield. To register,
call (800) 247-9580.
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KAPNER HAD 280-110-44 RECORD IN BOYS SOCCER

WF Coach Kapner Reflects
On Soccer Years at Westfield

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another chapter in his life has come
to pass when George Kapner offi-
cially completed his final game as
Head Coach of the Westfield High
School boys soccer team after the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championship game against Millburn
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on November 19.

The interview with Coach Kapner
was done on November 29

“The last week has been pretty
interesting. There’s still stuff that has
to be done, collecting equipment,
meeting with the juniors, stuff that
others don’t know about. There’s an

end to the season. I still haven’t done
my official report for the school sys-
tem. There’s a banquet. There’s an
all-conference meeting, an all-star
game coming up. Now that I am not
going to practice and worrying about
the day-to-day creation of a team,
worrying about the next opponent,
scouting, it’s suddenly over. It will
not impact me for sure until next
summer when I am not over here
two-three nights a week to get to-
gether with the guys, go into the
weight room and scrimmage a little
bit. Come August 15 and I’m not
here, that will be very strange. The
real tear of this will be when I walk in
this building for the first time next
year and don’t go to practice. That’s
going to be pretty weird,” Kapner
said.

Kapner had coached 22 years with
the boys and amassed a 280-110-44

record, which included seven divi-
sion, four county, three sectional and
two group titles. With respect to soc-
cer, he also coached 11 years with the
girls and had a 194-29-9 record, in-
cluding nine division, 10 county, five
sectional and two group titles. Over
that expanse of time, he has absorbed
plenty of memories.

“There’s so much going through
my head. This was my decision. It’s
just time! I don’t know how to ex-
plain it better than that. There is an
energy level that I could no longer
bring, and I never want to be the
figurehead of the program. I just felt
after last year, it was time. I wanted to
have one more season. I also knew it

was the right time, because the se-
niors, I love them. I knew they would
do everything for each other. I knew
it was the right time, because after the
seniors there’s another great class. I
never ever, ever! I started one pro-
gram here. It was girls soccer. The
other programs, I have taken over
from other people. The year I took
swimming over, we had incredible
talent. When I took soccer over, we
had incredible talent. The boys tennis
program, we weren’t so talented. I
always felt that my predecessor left
because the talent was dropping. So
one of the things that I promised
myself was that I would not leave a
program to cover bad, so to speak.
This is a perfect time. There are a
couple of unbelievably good candi-
dates in house to take this program
over. I’m not the one making that
decision, and the future is good.

There’s going to be an influx of talent
the next couple of years,” Coach
Kapner said.

“For 25 years, I’ve actually stood
next to him on the field. We’ve worked
together through so many things as
an athletic trainer and now an athletic
supervisor. As an athletic trainer, I
have always felt like I was part of his
coaching staff and we were always
on the same page to do what was best
for the kids. If there was one thing, I
could say about George was he did
what was right for the kids. I really
believe he felt that way. He always
had that responsibility factor to make
sure they had the best tools possible,
so they can succeed. Coaching tech-

niques like that don’t always come
through from some coaches. The kids
felt that he cared about them. He
coached. He taught them the game.
He taught them skills. He taught them
strategies. Above and beyond, he
taught them character,” Supervisor
of Athletics Sandy Mamary said.

“I have been incredibly lucky. I
have two assistant coaches. Chris
Carson is a volunteer. He’s there when
he can be there, but Demont Heard
has been a godsend to me, because as
I felt my energy level declining over
the last couple of years, he just filled
it right in. It’s very hard for a 16, 18-
year-old to look at a 61-year-old guy,
who is out of shape and trying to get
them to do things that are not fun, in
terms of conditioning. But it becomes
a lot easier for a 16 to 18-year-old to,
as they are conditioning, to see a 28-

BONACUM NETS 29 POINTS, NOEL-BROOKS 10 ASSISTS

Raider Boys’ Assists Silence
Bishop Ahr Cagers, 62-51
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

True teamwork presented itself in
glaring fashion as senior point guard
Xavier Noel-Brooks dished out 10 of
his team’s 20 assists in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team’s 62-51 victory over
the Bishop Ahr Trojans in the first
round of the Keith Benovengo Tour-
nament in Scotch Plains on Decem-
ber 27.

The 3-2 Raiders were to face the
Woodbridge Barrons for the title and
the 3-2 Trojans were to face Franklin

in the consolation game on Decem-
ber 29.

Noel-Brooks, who scored six
points, also pulled down 10 rebounds,
which led to his ability to set up
senior forward Tom Bonacum on fast
breaks.

“I am actually used to playing point
guard. I have been playing it in my
freshman year, but once I got to the
varsity I wasn’t starting with it any-
more. But I was always comfortable
handling the ball. We got rebounds.
We have Tom and he just leaps. We
got 15-20 points off fast breaks. Once

we get fast breaks, no one is going to
stay with us. If I get the rebound, I can
get the pass off,” Noel-Brooks ex-
plained.

“Over the summer we went and
told Xavier, ‘we are going to need
you to play the point.’ I didn’t know
if he was ready for it, but he worked
his butt off during the summer. Ten
assists, 10 rebounds! You don’t see
that in high school basketball. You
might see Tom scoring points, but if
Xavier doesn’t play the way he’s play-
ing, we can’t win,” Raider Head

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Union County teams occu-
pied the top-two spots when it came
to team scores at the Panther Invita-
tional Wrestling Tournament in
Roselle Park on December 28. The
hosting Panthers took top honors with
a 206 total and the Westfield High
School Blue Devils finished second
with 194 points.

Three Panthers, John DeVito (113-
lbs), Phil Woods (170-lbs) and Vinny
Picarelli (220-lbs) won titles, while
Andy Santamaria (120-lbs) and
Bobby Vail (138-lbs) placed second.
The Blue Devils sent seven wrestlers

into the finals and emerged with two
champions, Colin Barber (160-lbs)
and Brian Bulger (182-lbs).

Seeded second, Barber received a
bye then recorded a pair of takedowns
to defeat Panther Steve Loevsky, 5-1,
in his semifinal bout. In the title bout
against Pat Van Duyne of West
Milford, Barber got an early reversal
and controlled Van Duyne through-
out the remainder of the second pe-
riod. Van Duyne escaped in the third
period, but Barber nailed him with a
lateral drop takedown to claim a 4-1
victory.

“I wrestled him one other time in
the off-season and I lost, but I just

wanted to win. I couldn’t give up any
easy points. I seemed to wrestle tough
and rode him out,” Barber said.

But Barber’s lateral drop sealed the
deal.

“I felt it coming. I wasn’t in any
danger. I was at the edge of the line,
so I took my opportunity, and I got it,”
Barber explained.

Bulger, also seeded second, met
Panther Allen Nunez in the semis and
wasted little time converting a double-
leg takedown to an arm bar pin in 51
seconds to advance to the finals. Early
in the bout, Nunez did, however, scoot
in for a single-leg, but Bulger fought
it off.

BLUE DEVIL COLIN BARBER CAPTURES CROWN AT 160-LBS, BRIAN BULGER CAPTURES CROWN AT 182-LBS

Blue Devil Matmen Take 2nd at Panther Invitational Tourney
“Last time I wrestled him, he got

two singles on me, so I knew it was
coming. He has a nice single, but
that’s his only shot. Mine was an
intense, hard double. I just fired
through and he went straight to his
back.

Looking to the finals Bulger said,
“I don’t know who I am wrestling. I
am just going to wrestle hard, wrestle
like I know how to wrestle. Neutral, I
think, is the most important position,
in my opinion. That’s where most of
my focus has been.”

Neutral certainly was important in
his title bout as Bulger took Shane
Conlon (West Milford – WM) to the
mat twice in the first period with
double-leg takedowns, but he put the
icing on the cake when he added
another takedown and shifted to a
Jacobs’ hook tilt to an arm bar to pin
him in 3:40.

“I took a Jacobs hook into a bar.
First I got the Turk then to a Jacobs
hook to a bar,” said the 7-0 Bulger,
who added, “He came at me pretty
hard, but it seemed like he didn’t
know how to shoot on me, because I
have a weird body type. I am having
a good year so far.”

Blue Devil Nick Arnold recorded a
takedown, a reversal and a pair of
escapes to claim a 6-4 decision over
Rob Brown of Piscataway in the 195-
lb semis to improve to 5-0.

“I just go out there and wrestle as
hard as I can, try and get the win,
wear him out, hold him down. He
was trying the whole time. It was a
tough match. He was pretty good on
top. I was getting up to my feet, but he
was able to pull me back down. So I
was trying get my hips out and es-
cape from him and get my points,”
Arnold said.

Looking ahead to his title bout,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Raider point guard Xavier Noel-Brooks, right, drives to the basket in the game against
Bishop Ahr. Noel-Brooks had 10 assists and 10 rebounds in the 62-51 victory.

David B. Corbin (November 19 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDRESSING HIS TEAM…George Kapner addresses his team after his final regular-season home game as head coach
on November 19. The Blue Devils defeated Union, 3-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE BACK POINTS…Blue Devil Brian Bulger looks for back points in his 182-lb title bout with Shane
Conlon of West Milford. Bulger pinned Conlon in 3:40 using a Jacobs’ hook to an arm bar.

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling
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Raider Boy Cagers Silence Bishop Ahr, 62-51
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

WINTER
BASEBALL 
TRAINING

A four-year letter winner for
Montclair State, and Montclair
State’s pitching coach for two
seasons. Jay is a tremendous
teacher of the game. 
A scholastic standout at 
Westfield High School, Jay
was a two-time All-County 
selection and was chosen 
Second-Team All-State during
his career. He was named the
2002 Union County Player of
the Year and led the Blue 
Devils to the 2002 Union
County Tournament 
Championship. 

Mike retired in 2012 after a successful professional career with the San
Francisco Giants. He was a unanimous All-Star selection in the Northwest
League and a four-year starter, catcher and captain of the Wake Forest
Baseball team. Mike was an All-Star In the Cape Cod Baseball League for
the Chatham A’s, hitting .347. He was a four-year starter at Westfield High
School, a 2006 National All-American, 2005 and 2006 1st-team All-State 
selection, 2005 and 2006 Union County Player of the Year. Mike led the
Westfield Blue Devils to the 2006 Union County Championship.

PITCHING

JAY COOK

HITTING

MIKE MURRAY

W W W . E A S T C O A S T C O N D I T I O N I N G . C O M

East Coast Conditioning

provides professional 

instruction to players 

of all ages and skill levels.

� Hitting � Pitching

� Infield � Outfield

� Team Training

� Group Training

� Baseball Specific

Strength Training

908.756.6868

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since graduating from college, Chris
Mattes has pretty much had the best of
both worlds. He had a job – albeit a 9-
5 job – AND he got to play profes-
sional lacrosse on the weekends.

A four-year varsity soccer and la-
crosse player at WHS, the 6-foot-3,
200-pound Mattes was co-captain
(with Nick Barba) of the soccer team,
earning all-state and all-county hon-
ors. In lacrosse, the faceoff specialist
set single-season (257) and career
(564) groundball records and was an
all-Fitch Division selection.

At Rutgers, he was a faceoff spe-
cialist for all four years, earning all-
Big East, Academic all-Big East and
all-America honors. When he gradu-
ated, it didn’t take long for him to
continue doing what he loves best –
play lacrosse.

“I was working for a staffing agency
as well as playing Major League La-
crosse,” the 2007 WHS graduate said.
“The season would run from May to
September with the games usually
being on Saturday nights. I would fly
out on Friday to wherever our game
was, practice that night, have a walk-
through on Saturday, then we would
play our game on Saturday night and
on Sunday I’d fly home.”

Not bad. And he got paid too!
“This was all expenses paid for as

well as receiving a check for each
game you play,” he said. “My first
year, I was picked up by the Boston
Cannons halfway through the sea-
son, because my senior year with
Rutgers ran until May. We won the
MLL championship that season. Last
summer I was signed with the Denver
Outlaws and played half a season
until I partially tore a ligament in my
ankle, ending my season.”

After the season with Boston,
Mattes quit his 9-5 job because “sit-
ting at a desk wasn’t for me.” He’s
been coaching at clinics all over New
Jersey and giving individual lessons.
He also was a volunteer assistant at
WHS last spring. Eventually he’d
like to get into law enforcement, but
for now lacrosse – playing and coach-
ing and teaching – is his life.

And on Dec. 12, he found out that
the lacrosse would continue again
this year. Mattes was selected in the
first round of the MLL draft, No. 6
overall, by the Boston Cannons.

“I’m really excited to play for them
again,” Mattes said. “I can’t wait to
head out there in April for training
camp.”

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
When the Watchung Conference

started in December 1955, it was only
for basketball, baseball and track, and
it had just four teams. Can you name
them? (Answer at bottom.)

BASKETBALL
Tuesday, Dec. 18, was a day that

coach Daryl Palmieri will long remem-
ber. His WHS boys basketball team
knocked off Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
52-51, that afternoon! Oh yeah, and his
wife Casey went into labor early that
morning with the couple’s first child –
19½-inch, 5-pounds, 12-ounce Avery
Grace Palmieri. Not only was he able to
see their first child come into the world,
but he got back in time to coach the
hard-earned W against the archrival
Raiders.

Add in a season-opening 62-50,
win over Cranford, and you’ve got a
nice start for the second-year coach.
I’ve been hearing about this group
since they were in sixth grade, so it’s
not a surprise. But for Palmieri’s club
to beat SP-F with no points from
Dylan Elliott and just one from David
Kane shows a lot. And they improved
to 3-0 with a 58-55 win over Union,

Chris Mattes Getting
To ‘Live the Dream’

as Scott Toresco poured in 23 points,
giving him 57 through three.

Haven’t been this hyped about the
hoopsters since 2006-07, when Tom
Bonard and Mike Venezia were do-
ing their thing, with lots of help from
Dan Pritsker, Tony DiIorio, Santo
Nardi and Mike Lessner. That team
went 16-10, and was fun to watch.

WRESTLING
The wrestlers capped a perfect

week (of WHS vs. SPF in varsity
sports with earlier W’s in basketball,
boys and girls swimming) with a 44-
27 victory on Friday, Dec. 21. Colin
Barber and Brian Bulger jump-
started the win with pins at 170 and
182 for a 13-0 lead – 1 extra team
point for throwing headgear. It was
WHS’s 32nd win against SPF, against
21 losses and three ties. It was also
Westfield’s fifth straight win in the
series, since a 62-12 loss in 2008,
which ended in seven straight for-
feits by the Devils.

Here, as a Devil’s Den Special, is
the box score of the first match be-
tween WHS and SPF. It took place
on Feb. 20, 1959, when WHS, under
Gary Kehler, was just re-starting the
program, and SPF, under Jim
Gustave, was in its second year.

WHS 36, SPF 12
Feb. 20, 1959 at SP-F
98 Doug Wight (W) won by forfeit
106 Skip Sims (W) d. Jules

Pushman 5-3
115 Charles Wistar (W) won by

forfeit
123 Bill Phelps (W) drew Chuck

Hartman 4-4
130 Dennis Powers (W) d. Fred

Loy 4-2
136 Jeff House (S) p. Ron Viglianti

3:23
141 Dave Zaparanick (W) drew Al

Long 1-1
148 Frank Ross (S) d. Rich Bales

4-2
157 John Wells (S) p. Bob Mueller

3:45
168 Gerry Luebeck (W) d. Ralph

Manfredi 2-0
178 Dave Martin (W) d. Felix

Sanguiliano 2-1
Hvy Gene Barron (W) p. Tony

Kalbfus 5:56
(Note: the score doesn’t appear to

add up to 36-12, but that’s the score
both teams had as the final.)

IN THE COLLEGES
Pat Sabatino (WHS ’10), a sopho-

more at Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology, is a 6-6 sophomore starter
on the basketball team. Through
seven games, Sabatino is averaging
12.3 ppg, including a high of 19 in
the opener against Centenary. He
played all 29 games as a freshman in
2010-11 and scored 181 points, then
didn’t play last year.

Debbie Wu (WHS ’11), a sopho-
more at the College of New Jersey,
earned all-New Jersey Athletic Con-
ference honors this fall, after going
unbeaten in both second singles (5-0)
and second doubles (6-0). Her play
helped the Lions win the NJAC title.

Hannah Kronick (WHS ’11), a
sophomore at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, earned third team all-America
this fall. Not only that, she was named
Centennial Conference Player of the
Year and ECAC Division 3 Player of
the Year. Kronick had 24 goals, in-
cluding a pair of four-goal games and
three more three-goal games. Both
are school records, as is her 16-game
scoring streak in her first 16 games as
a freshman. She scored 16 goals as a
freshman.

IN THE GENES
Sean McGorty, a senior from

Fairfax, Va., was second in the Foot

Locker National Cross-Country
Championships on Dec. 8 in San Di-
ego. His time was 15:02.7, just four
seconds behind the winner. Sean is
the son of Kevin McGorty (WHS
’83), a member of the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame and currently an
assistant coach at George Mason
University.

Mountain Brook (11-2) and junior
quarterback Will Brewster fell to de-
fense-minded Clay-Chalkville, 30-9,
in the third round of the Alabama
Class 6A playoffs. Will, the son of
Roger Brewster (WHS ’83), was the
lone junior quarterback named to the
Birmingham all-Metro team.

Trey Aslanian, a senior at Edgemont
High School in Greenburg, N.Y., be-
came the school’s all-time winningest
wrestler with his 155th victory re-
cently. The son of John Aslanian
(WHS ’85), who dabbled in wres-
tling and lacrosse at WHS. John is the
twin brother of Chris Aslanian, co-
captain and a 50-goal scorer on the
’85 state runnerup lacrosse team. Trey,
the cousin of 2012 co-Devil of the
Year Brennan Haley, will be attend-
ing Princeton University in the fall.

BET YOU DIDN’T KNOW
THAT . . .

On Columbus Day, Oct. 12, 1921,
Westfield’s Grenville Mellon upset
world welterweight champion Louis
Nelson in what must have been a
barnburner of a match at the Play-
house.

The “blond-headed, short-haired”
Mellon, who was formerly known as
the “Masked Wonder,” used a double
hammerlock and scissors to win after
battling for an hour and 18 minutes.
But Mellon did not get to keep the
title – he was 3½ pounds over the
weight limit.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Cranford, Roselle, Roselle Park and

Scotch Plains (the Fanwood would
be added the next year).

A.L. Johnson and Hillside joined
for the fall of ’56 and – after football,
wrestling, soccer and cross-country
were added to the list of sports –
Westfield and Rahway came aboard
in March 1960.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
Stephen Husch is this month’s win-

ner of the prestigious honor. The
sophomore swam two Top 15 List
performances as WHS knocked off
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 111-58. He
won the 100 butterfly in 53.52 and
followed that with a 54.70 in the 100

backstroke, good for the No. 10 and 8
spots, respectively. He is already on
the Top 15 List in the 100 breast-
stroke (No. 8, 1:01.65) and should
make it in the 200 individual medley
soon.

Honorable mention goes to John
Lindros (No. 3 in 200 free, 1:45.51)
and Matt Daniel (No. 5 in 100 free,
48.02) for their times in the same
meet, and heavyweight wrestler Kyle
Kania, who won by fall in 31 seconds
over SPF’s state place-winner An-
thony Tufaro in Friday’s match. Kania
beat Tufaro in the district semifinals
last winter, but the Raider big boy had
pinned Kania in the last two dual
meets and also won over him at re-
gions.

The Devil’s Den appears occasion-
ally in The Westfield Leader. Contact
us with comments, complaints and
suggestions at bj1019@aol.com. And
remember, win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil of the Month
Stephen Husch
Boys Swimming

Coach Dan Doherty said.
Bonacum led all scorers with 29

points, which included three 3-point-
ers and 4-for-4 from the charity line.
Bonacum, who was handy with three
steals and two blocked shots, also
dished out five assists.

“When they start double teaming
and pressuring me, I got to find my
open teammates. They can score.
They can play too. You have to play
with your teammates,” Bonacum said.

Bonacum assisted junior guard
Andrew Voysest on two of his three 3-
pointers. Voysest (assist, steal, 2 re-

bounds) finished with 13 points, all in
the second half.

“He was hitting threes all summer,
so we thought eventually he was go-
ing to start making them in games.
Finally today, he found his stroke and
started making them,” Bonacum said.

Due to the flow of the game in the
first half, Bonacum did not need to
pull many rebounds, but he did pull
almost all of his six rebounds in the
second half.

“They started pressuring me more
outside on offense, so I started play-
ing down low, and I got some offen-

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider ice hockey team staged
one of its biggest comebacks ever to
defeat the Governor Livingston High-
landers, 5-3, on December 21 at the
USA ice rink in Union.

The 1-4 Raiders were looking at
this game to start turning their season
around, tide them over the long holi-
day break and to set the stage for the
rest of the season.

The Raiders came out flying, forc-
ing the play and keeping the puck in
the G.L. end. The effort was not pay-
ing off though as the Highlanders’
counter-attack kept breaking through,
resulting in a 3-0 lead against senior
goalie Adam Mikolaczyk halfway
through the second period.

Junior Tyler Hargrove finally broke
the ice for the Raiders for their first
goal with 3:50 to go in the second
period. The team leadership kept up
the pressure in the third period and
with 9:54 remaining. Hargrove found
the back of the net again to draw the
Raiders within one. With just over
two minutes remaining in the game, a
furious charge to the net resulted in

the tying goal being scored by sopho-
more forward John Wilkinson.
Sophomore forward John Bruckman
and junior defenseman Stephen
Deduck got the assists.

With the momentum shifted all to
the Raiders, Hargrove then completed
his hat trick to make the score, 4-3,
with only 34 seconds left. Governor
Livingston pulled their goalie in an
effort to tie it up, but junior forward
Eric Hogan sealed it for the Raiders
with an empty netter with 17 seconds
remaining.

The Raiders’ effort was borne out
in how they out-shot the Highlanders
48-14. The Raiders will look to keep
the momentum going when they play
a non-league contest against the
Colonia Patriots on Tuesday, January
8, at Warinanco Rink at 3:30 p.m. and
then will need last week’s effort and
more when they take on a very strong
Westfield team on Friday, January
11, at USA at 9:10 p.m. Any last-
minute schedule changes can be
checked on the team website at
w w w . l e a g u e l i n e u p . c o m /
spficehockey.

Raider Icers Stage Furious
Comeback to Top Highlanders

sive rebounds,” Bonacum explained.
Bonacum scored 13 of his points in

the first quarter as the Raiders rolled
to a 19-13 lead. Bonacum added 10
more points, including his second
and third 3-pointer, in the second
quarter as the Raiders extended their
lead to 35-20

Voysest sank five points and senior
forward Kevin Raszka (rebound,
steal) put in four points in the third
quarter, but the Trojans outscored the
Raiders, 17-13, to narrow the score
somewhat, 48-37. Early in the fourth
quarter, Noel-Brooks hit a 2-pointer
and Voysest nailed a pair of 3-point-
ers to give the Raiders a 56-40 lead
with 4:33 remaining. The Trojans
answered with a 7-2 run to bring the
score to 58-47, but Voysest and
Bonacum each sank a pair of free
throws as time ran down.

Raider sophomore guard Leo
Ramos finished with three points, two
assists, two steals and a rebound. Jack
Poillon had two rebounds, senior
Quaryee Bull had two points, four
rebounds and two steals, and senior
Matt Greenberg had five points, an
assist, two rebounds and a steal. Devin
Glover had an assist.

The impressive victory showed the
Raiders ability to rebound from a
stinging, 52-51, loss to rival Westfield
on December 18.

“I was happy the way we played in
that game. But it’s nice to get over
.500 in the first round of our Christ-
mas Tournament and get to play in
the championship game,” Coach
Doherty said.

“As the season goes on, we are
going to get better. We are a young
team. Other teams are older with se-
niors. They are going to stay the same,
so by the end of the year, we are going
to start beating teams we lost to ear-
lier,” Bonacum said.
Bishop Ahr 13   7 17 14 51
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19 16 13 14 62

Tigers Top Blue Devils
In Girls Hoops, 52-38
The Linden High School girls bas-

ketball team topped the Westfield Blue
Devils, 52-38, on December 29.
Jackie Knapp scored 17 points and
Lil Scott scored 15 points.
Westfield 16   7   8   7        38
Linden 12 17   7 16        52

Lady Raiders Topple
Pope John, 59-55

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team received
a 25-point performance from senior
captain Taylor Sebolao to outlast Pope
John, 59-55, in overtime in the first
round of the Keith Benovegno Tour-
nament in Scotch Plains on Decem-
ber 27. Sebolao sank three 3-pointers
and eight free throws, while Tabitha
Dwunfour netted eight points.
Pope John 6 15 21 10 3 55
SPF 8 22 11 11 7 59

Lady Blue Devils Level
Ridge in Hoops, 47-32
The Westfield High School girls

basketball team sprinted past the
Ridge Red Devils in the consolation
round of the Len Sepanak Tourna-
ment in Basking Ridge on December
27. Sophomore Lil Scott poured in 17
points, while sophomore Jackie
Knapp and senior Colleen Gallagher
each netted 10 points. Olivia Luzzi
had six points and Megan Mondon
had four.
Westfield 9 15 16 7 47
Ridge 9   9   7 7 32

Cougar Cagers Settle
Dwight-Englewood

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 5-0 with
a 50-37 settling of Dwight-
Englewood in the Cougars vs. Can-
cer Tournament in Cranford on De-
cember 27. Senior Jess McCoy re-
corded 19 points, including a 3-
pointer, and pulled seven rebounds.
Senior center Kaitlin McGovern
rolled in 15 points and senior Jenna
Goeller scored eight points.
Dwt-Engwd   9   6 15   7 37
Cranford 10 11 12 17 50

Cougar Cagers Tame
Panther Boys, 63-34

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team tamed the Roselle
Park Panthers, 63-34, at the Cougars
vs. Cancer Tournament in Cranford
on December 27. Matt Smith led the
Cougars with 13 points and John
Oblachinski scored nine points, while
Reggie Green and Luke Christiano
each netted eight points.

Cougar Cagers Peel
West Orange, 43-29

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team claimed the title at
the Cougars vs. Cancer Tournament
with a 43-29 victory over West Or-
ange in Cranford on December 28.
Senior point guard Jenna Goeller
banged five 3-pointers and finished
with 17 points, while senior forward
Jess McCoy scored 13 points and
grabbed nine rebounds. Carli
Maucione scored seven points.
W. Orange   4 10 10 5 29
Cranford 14 16   6 7 43

** High School Sport Shorts: **

Raider Cagers Defeat
Lady Warriors, 54-47
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team improved
to 4-2 with a 54-47, overtime victory
over 4-2 Watchung Hills in the cham-
pionship game at the Keith
Benovegno Tournament in Scotch
Plains on December 29. Sophomore
center Tabitha Dwunfour rolled in 16
points and senior Taylor Sebolao
scored 13 points, while Madison
Maisel and Katie Harper each netted
eight points.
Watch Hills 11 13 13 10 0      47
SPF 16   8 13 10 7      54

Cougars Place Third
At Bloomfield Tourney
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team placed third and claimed
two individual champions at the
Bloomfield Tournament on Decem-
ber 29. Passaic Valley took first with
198 points, followed by Clifton at
167 and the Cougars at 159.

Sophomore Gavin Murray defeated
Ryan Condit (Caldwell), 3-0 for the
132-lb crown, and freshman Niko
Cappello decisioned Nate Garcia
(Bloomfield), 4-2, for the 145-lb
crown. Senior Jimmy Dwyer placed
second at 160-lbs and senior Rob
Kessler placed second at 195-lbs.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH MAN TO HANDLE…Raider forward Tom Bonacum, No. 1, was very tough for Bishop Ahr to handle. Bonacum
scored 29 points and had five assists, six rebounds and three steals.

Blue Devil Boys Split
At Hoops Tourney

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team lost its opening game
to Rahway, 48-39, then rebounded to
defeat Cardinal McCarrick, 58-34, in
the consolation game at the Butch
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on
December 29.

Sophomore point guard Danny
Mitchell netted eight points for the
Blue Devils in the game against
Rahway. Scott Toresco, Keegan Hess
and Chris Sweeney each scored seven
points, while Dylan Elliott and Dave
Kane each sank five points. Matt Gre-
gory led the Indians with 12 points,
while Jeremy Mendez and Edriece
Patterson each scored 11 points.

Toresco bucketed 21 points against
Cardinal McCarrick. Sean Elliott
scored eight points, Kane scored seven
and Hess scored five. Dylan Elliott
and Mitchell each netted four points
and Nick Mele banged a 3-pointer.
Sky Harris led Cardinal McCarrick
with 11 points, and Sean McCrea had
nine points.
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Blue Devils Place Second at Panther Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

FFFFFanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick Mart Ft Ft Ft Ft Food Storeood Storeood Storeood Storeood Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Garwoodwoodwoodwoodwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain DeliMountain DeliMountain DeliMountain DeliMountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

WWWWWallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationeryyyyy
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger Marttttt
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

KrauszerKrauszerKrauszerKrauszerKrauszer’s’s’s’s’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

RoberRoberRoberRoberRobert Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
WWWWWestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marttttt

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
GarGarGarGarGarwood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of Westfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

WWWWWestfield Testfield Testfield Testfield Testfield Tobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

WWWWWestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Extra! Extra!

  

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
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WEISSE STARTS WITH PIN, BIRCH SEALS VICTORY

Cougars Send Message, Rip
No. 20 Brearley Bears, 45-26

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jeff Weiss began the mo-
mentum and junior Corey Birch
clinched the team victory as the
Cranford High School wrestling team
sent a clear message and toppled the
No. 20-ranked Brearley Bears in
Cranford on December 27.

The 6-1 Cougars needed to get
bonus points wherever they could
and did, beginning with Weiss when
he lifted Jordan Velez with a Claw
and pried him to his back for the fall
in 4:45 at 220-bs.

“Coach said they are good, but if
we wrestle tough, we can win. We got
to get pins where we knew we could.
We couldn’t get pinned. That was the
key. I went for the lift the first period.
I got the Claw, but couldn’t stick him.

The next period I got the Claw and I
was able to pin him,” Weiss said.

Weiss, who had been battling the
flu, did, however, look a bit sluggish
in the second period.

“A couple of kids have been sick.
It’s going around, but that hits every
team. You just got to fight through it,
and Jeff fought through it really well.
He came through with a huge pin,”
Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

With the Cougars leading 35-12,
Birch jumped up to 152-lbs and tore
into Bear Eoghan Sovona recording
four takedowns, a reversal and a pair

of nearfalls to seize a 14-5, majority
decision to seal the team victory.

“He was a man on fire out there. He
knew that we could secure the vic-
tory with a big win from him, and
that’s what he did. It’s good to see

that leadership as a junior,” Coach
Gorman said.

“I went out there and wrestled my
match. I got what I wanted, the Rus-
sians, the high crotches, the single. I
was looking for the fall every single
time. I didn’t actually get the fall, but
I got the tech,” Birch said.

The few times, he allowed Sovona
to escape, Birch read him well to
bring him back to the mat.

“He kept on charging at me when I
let him up, so I lowered my level and
blasted right to his back every time,”

Arnold said, “I am going to go out
there, wrestle hard and do what I
always do to get the win.”

Arnold’s opponent, Sal
Schimmenti (WM) was as tough as
his name is to spell and claimed a 7-
4 victory.

Blue Devil Nick Kalimtzis recorded
a 1:22 fall in the semis to reach the
106-lb title bout where he came up on
the short side of a 3-1 decision to
Dylan Allison (Morristown). John
Fuller reached the 113-lb finals with
a 1:43 pin over his Madison oppo-
nent. In the title bout, Panther DeVito
grabbed a 10-1, majority decision.

Blue Devil Matt Barber recorded a
pair of victories to advance to the
132-lb title bout to face Genaro
Cuccolo (Hanover Park – H). The
bout was tough and even until Genaro
used his favorite five-point move late

in the second period and succeeded
again in the third to claim an 11-3,
majority decision.

Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania edged out Nick Lashelle (H) in
a 3-2 tiebreaker in his semifinal bout.
Kania ran into misfortune in the title
bout when he was called for locking
hands late in the third period to drop
a 5-4 decision to Will Wenzel (WM).

Panther Woods pinned Rich
Dezenzo (WM) for the 170-lb title
and Picarelli earned a 5-2 decision
over Donovan Mantone (Madison)
for the 220-lb title. Andrew
Santamaria dropped a 9-2 decision to
Ausin Nash (H) in the 120-lb title
bout. Bobby Vail lost, 9-5, to Chris-
tian Bassolino (H) in the 138-lb title
bout.

Blue Devil Anthony Aldana placed
third at 126-lbs, and Vinny DeFillippo

placed third at 138-lbs.
TEAM TOTALS:

1 Roselle Park (R) 206, 2. Westfield (W)
194, 3. West Milford (WM) 174, 4.
Hanover Park (H) 169.6, 5. Morristown
(M) 143, 6. Madison (Md) 100, 7.
Piscataway (P) 92

CHAMPIONSHIP:
106: — Allison (M) d Kalimtzis (W), 3-1
113: — DeVito (R) md Fuller (W), 10-1
120: — Nash (H) d Santamaria (R), 9-2
126: — Frank Crippen (M) d Dave
Zeppitelli (WM), 10-3
132: — Cuccolo (H) md Barber (W), 11-3
138: — Bassolino (H) d Vail (R), 9-5
145: — Oliveri (H) d Chris Forte (M), 6-3
152: — Justin Contreras (M) d Ryan
Paff, 7-2
160: — Barber (W) d Van Duyne (WM),
4-1
170: — Woods (R) p Dizenzo (WM), 1:55
182: — Bulger (W) p Conlon (WM), 3:40
195: — Schimmenti (WM) d Arnold (W),
7-4
220: — Picarelli (R) d Mantone (Md), 5-2
Hwt: — Wenzel (WM) d Kania (W), 5-4

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHIFTING FROM THE JACOBS’ HOOK…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, shifts from a Jacobs’ hook to a head smother to
pin Brearley’s Kevin Torres in 1:08 in his 132-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO SET UP THE CLAW…Blue Devil Colin Barber, top, attempts to set up the Claw in his 160-lb title bout
with Pat Van Duyne of West Milford. Barber defeated Van Duyne, 4-1.
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Cougars Rip Brearley, 45-26
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Head Coach George Kapner Reflects on Soccer Years at Westfield High School
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

year-old or however old Demont is,
who is in better shape than anybody
on the team, doing those drills with
them, doing them better and being
the model. Our teams have been so fit
the last couple of years, and it’s all
due to him. I have been giving him
more and more responsibilities on
game day and in practice, and Demont
was always there to do it.

“George is one of the most loyal
and dedicated persons I know. His

love for his family and his craft of
soccer has been contagious over the
past four years. He has taught me
more about the little things of soccer
that I didn’t think that I could learn.
His preparation for practices and
games has always given his teams
over his career the ability to contend
for a title, as he has accumulated
many. The relationship that he builds
with his previous players is evident,
as they always return when we make
a deep run in the counties and states.
It has been a complete blast to be a
part of his staff. As for his retirement,
he is retiring from the game to do
something he loves more than soccer,
which is spending time with his grand-
children and family. The joy they
bring to him will substitute his love of
the game, which I think every person
who retires from something that has
been a part of them looks for in their
next steps in life. I wish him the best.
I want to thank him for giving me the
opportunity to be a part of his last ride
in Westfield,” Assistant Coach

Demont Heard said.
Former Assistant Coach Dave

Shapiro added, “George Kapner per-
sonifies everything that is right with
coaching. In the 30 plus years that I
have worked with him he has never
deviated from the philosophy of be-
ing a teacher first and a coach second.
He has always professed the priori-
ties of family, school, and soccer to
his players. He has demonstrated that
through dedication, working hard,

playing fair, and believing that you
did your best every day you can be
proud of your accomplishments on
or off the field. Those of us who have
coached alongside of George and the
scores of young players whom he has
coached are not only better sports-
man due to his influence, but better
people as well.”

Coach Kapner recalled his first
experiences of coaching the girls soc-
cer teams. “I have been thinking all
the way back to the (19)80s. At the
Hall of Fame induction, Noreen Mor-
ris and Kim Kumpf. Noreen was a
sophomore on my very first varsity
soccer team in 1980. Kim was on the
first girls soccer team that won our
first state championship. I was sitting
there Monday night at their induc-
tion, and that was the day we (2012
boys) lost to Millburn, so my career
as a soccer coach was over, and two
of my former athletes were being
inducted into the Hall of Fame. I
thought it was ironic and kind of
fitting. There was somebody from
the very first varsity team and some-
body from the first state champion-
ship team. I was talking to them about
remember this and remember that.”

“When George Kapner volunteered
to be the first ever girls soccer coach
at Westfield High School, I’m sure he
had no idea what he was getting him-
self into! Although our team had seen
success during the previous few years
as part of the Westfield Soccer
Association’s spring travel team, with
the exception of one season we had
never been coached by anyone other
than our parents. On top of that, the
team had a very strong personality

with more than a few class clowns.
For someone who had never coached
a girls team before, George was basi-
cally thrown to the wolves! I’ve al-
ways wondered how he managed to
survive those first few years, we tested
him over and over again and I’m sure
he learned more about the trials and
tribulations of teenage girls than he’d
care to ever admit. And from what I
hear, some of those trials and tribula-
tions repeated themselves over the

next 20 years,” Noreen Morris said.
“Despite the challenges we pre-

sented George on a daily basis, he
was able to turn us into a disciplined
and skilled team that rose to the top of
the ranks within the first few years.
The concept of running drills through-
out practice was a bit foreign to us
back then (we thought scrimmaging
was practicing), but he quickly
showed us the importance of drills
and repetition; I can still hear him
scream “boomer” which was one of
our infamous plays. And he also in-
grained in us the need to be in best
shape possible; we must have
crunched thousands of sit-ups/leg-
ups and run hundreds of sprints and
laps around the field (some laps were
more adventurous than others, just
ask Ria Krikliwy about her scar). We
were a tough bunch to coach, but
George found a way to turn us into a
well-oiled machine,” Morris added.

“From a personal perspective, what
I learned most from George is that

leadership requires the right combi-
nation of passion, dedication, high
expectations, strong discipline and
the ability to offer the proverbial
shoulder to cry on when one or more
of the team needs some care and
support,” Morris said.

Memories of some of his former
players from boys soccer teams past
came into play just after Thanksgiv-
ing Day in an Alumni Game orga-
nized by Chris Partelo (93 team) and
Dan DeClerico (91 team).

“The bulk of the (19)91 team was
there, some of the kids from (19)95
state championship team and other
kids from the 90s and 2000s, some
people from the last sectional cham-
pionship team (2001). So over the
course of that week, it was sort of
icing on the cake, a chance to be with
girls from the 80s, guys from the 90s
and 2000s, and everybody was talk-
ing about remember this, remember
that. It was sensational! It was heart-
warming to talk with Noreen about
that first year, to talk with Kim about
that championship team, and talk with
Jay Ball and Chris Wojcik and the
other guys from the 91 team, and the
95 team with Alex Schmidt and Vinnie
Brodo [goalkeeper]. I love when they
get together when the 95 team and the
91 team fight with each other about
which is the best team. The guys from
the last few teams – Joe Greenspan
and Evan Heroux, they won the last
county championship and they felt
they had a chance to be the best.
There were a lot of very cute give-
and-takes about who was the best.
They were providing the memories
for me,” Coach Kapner recalled.

“1991, George’s first coaching year
with the boys, was tricky. There was
a ton of talent. I think about 11 guys
from that team played at big-time
college soccer programs. There were
a lot of quirky personalities and big
egos, too. We were coming off that
Bermuda debacle the year before, so,
basically there was a fair amount of
turmoil when George was taking over
the program. From the first day of
preseason, George ran our ship with
total confidence. He was just a confi-
dent leader and not the ‘my way or
the highway’” kind of dominant, old-
school, Vince Lombardi-type leader-
ship. He was so open, so flexible. He
was so good at figuring out what was
truly best for the team. He didn’t
come in trying to force us to play into
a system that had worked for him in
the past. He had no pre-conceived
ideas, and he’s such a smart guy. He
found ways to put all the players in
positions they were comfortable in
and could be successful in. Then he
gave us total freedom, and trusted us.
That is an amazing gift for a soccer
player. It allows you to just be uncon-
scious and play with abandon – to not
think too much,” Jay Ball (1991) said.

“A couple of times we were in
some very intense games. One game
in particular, a state championship
game, Jeff Hughes, who was very
good, got hurt. I put about five pounds
of tape on his ankle just to put him on.
He wasn’t going to move. George
knew enough to sacrifice his move-
ment, but the other team put two
players on him to make sure he wasn’t
going to move. So we ended up play-
ing with a man down, but the other
team ended up playing with two men
down, because they weren’t sure if he
was going to move, and it worked to
our advantage. Maybe in today’s
world, the kid wouldn’t have cleared
to be on the field, but we trusted each
other to put him out there as a decoy.
And it worked,” Sandy Mamary re-
called.

“George always had rock-solid
defenses with the girls. It was rare
that they ever gave up one goal in a
game. Two was unheard of! And yet,
on our team, the stopper, Kevin
Zadourian, had the rare ability to get
forward, attack, create and score
goals. George wasn’t going to hand-
cuff Kevin, just because on paper his
position said that he was a defender.
Obviously, at times, when your stop-
per is in the attacking third of the
field, the defense can be vulnerable,
but George was okay with that. He
could live with it, because it made us
a better team. In the very first game of
the season against a very talented
Newark Eastside team, we gave up
three goals. But, no problem! We
scored five. We gave up two goals to
Morristown in the sectional semifi-
nals, two goals to Columbia in the
sectional final, two goals to Clifton in
the state semifinal. It didn’t matter.
We would just outscore all those

teams. George trusted us to do that.
He gave us confidence to do that. He
instilled in us such belief. We just
knew that no matter what the situa-
tion was, we would do what we needed
to win. I loved playing for George,”
Ball said.

But Coach Kapner did have some-
thing in common with almost all
coaches and athletes.

“He was a superstitious guy like
most athletes. You have your little
quirks. You can’t mess with the soc-
cer gods. You got to keep the same
routines at all times,” Sandy Mamary
said.

Coach Kapner will continue to
coach the boys tennis team and add to
his career won/lost/tie total of 1,044-
360-53 (all five sports coached – .744
percentage); however, he was quick
to point out Gary Kehler’s amazing
won/loss record of 739-115 and per-
centage of .877 coaching football,
wrestling and golf.

Coach Kapner pointed out, “That’s
why they name a stadium after him.”

Coach Kapner also acknowledged
that it was not only just his retirement
from soccer.

“As this season wore on, I realized
that my wife Kathy and my daughters
Diane and Danielle, this was an end
for them too. My daughters grew up
with soccer. It was an amazing inte-
gral part of my family, that it was an
end for them as well. That was some-
thing that I was not prepared for, that
my family would be retiring from
soccer at the same time I was. The
cool thing was, even though we lost
the sectional final, they were all there
with my grandchildren.”

David B. Corbin (photo from SPF/Westfield game – September 15, 2011) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NUMBER 1,000 – A LONG TIME COMING…Blue Devil Head Coach George Kapner, center, achieved victory number
1,000 (all varsity sports that he coached) when Westfield defeated Kearny, 2-1, in double overtime on October 1, 2011.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2013 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 28, 2013 between the hours of
5:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

2013 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL SECOND & FOURTH TUESDAY-7:15 PM
EACH MONTH except December 2013

2013 Council Meeting Schedule
Jan 8 & 22 Feb 12 & 26 March 12 & 26
April 9 & 23 May 14 & 28 June 11 & 25
July 9 & 23 Aug 13 & 27 Sept 10 & 24
Oct 8 & 22 Nov 12 & 26 Dec 10 only

Pre-Meeting Workshops are held at 7:00 p.m. same evening, preceding the Regular
Council Meeting.  Executive Sessions may be held at any meeting listed.

Formal action may be taken at any meeting listed.

LIBRARY BOARD FIRST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 8:00 PM
Held at Garwood Public Library – 411 Third Avenue
No Meetings in July and August 2013

BOARD OF HEALTH 1/16, 3/20, 6/19 and 9/18 - 7:00 PM

RECREATION COMMISSION THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 7:00 PM

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH – 8:00 PM
No Meetings in July and August 2013

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE THURSDAY AS FOLLOWS AT – 7:00 PM
01/24, 03/21, 05/23, 09/26, 11/21

All above meetings listed will be held at the prevailing time or as soon thereafter as
possible in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey unless
otherwise specified.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSTITUTES THE
AUTHORITY AS THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.
1 T - 1/3/13, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE

CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF
APPEALS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER

231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2013
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 9th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 6th

March 6th

April 3rd

May 1st

June 5th

July 10th  *
August 7th

September 4th

October 2nd

November 6th

December 4th

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2013 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 28, 2013 between the hours of
8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE - 2013

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2013 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting dates
being the following Thursdays, unless oth-
erwise noted.

January  24, 2013 Thursday
February  28, 2013 Thursday
March 28, 2013 Thursday
April 25, 2013 Thursday
May 23, 2013 Thursday
June 27, 2013 Thursday
September 26, 2013 Thursday
October 24, 2013 Thursday
November 21, 2013 Thursday
December 19, 2013 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned no-
tice has been prepared and will be posted,
mailed and filed in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act.
1 T - 1/3/13, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-017449-12
FILE NO. 15225-12

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MORTGAGE LENDERS NET-
WORK USA, INC.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK CUST FOR PRO CAPI-
TAL I, LLC is the plaintiff and CHERYL
QUINONES, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-17449-12 within
thirty-five (35) days after January 3, 2013
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 10-135, sold
on 6/3/2010, dated 6/10/2010, and was
recorded on 8/4/2010 in Book 12946 at
Page 528, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,
Collector of Taxes of HILLSIDE, and State
of New Jersey to US BANK CUST FOR
PRO CAPITAL I, LLC and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, US BANK CUST FOR
PRO CAPITAL I, LLC. This covers real
estate located in HILLSIDE, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 19 BLOCK 912 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of HILLSIDE and concerns premises
commonly known as 202 FITZPATRICK
STREET, HILLSIDE, New Jersey.

YOU,  MORTGAGE LENDERS NET-
WORK USA, INC., are made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause on October 12, 2006, Cheryl Quino-
nes, executed a mortgage to Mortgage
Lenders Network USA, Inc. in the amount
of $66,400.00, which mortgage was re-
corded on October 25, 2006 in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mort-
gage Book 11906 at Page 48. Said mort-
gage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: December 27, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/3/13, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
January 14, 2013 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and or use (d)
variance(s) relief from requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Eric & Lori Rockmore, 413 Benson
Place. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
Sections 12.04F1, 12.03D and 11.09E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum coverage by buildings
and above ground structures of 20% (1,384
square feet). Proposed is 20.5% (1,421
square feet). Ordinance requires a front
yard of 32.52 feet. Proposed is 25 feet.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 9.9 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/3/13, The Leader Fee: $30.09

Probitas Verus Honos

Birch explained.
After Weiss’ victory, Cougar heavy-

weight Jon El-Khoury pinned
Rasheed Banks in 3:46 using a front
arm bar/half nelson. The Cougars re-
ceived a forfeit at 106-lbs, then
NJSIAA qualifier in 2012 Nick

DeMarco clamped Nick Scaramuzzi
in cradle in 22 seconds at 113-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Bear Dylan Oliva
squeaked out a 7-5, overtime deci-
sion over freshman Andrew
Tompkins. Bear Tim Murphy closed
the team score to 18-12 with an 8-5
decision over freshman David Busch.

Gavin Murray stretched Kevin
Torres with a grapevine and a Jacobs’
hook before pinning him in 1:08 at
132-lbs to make the score, 24-12. The
Cougars received another forfeit at
138-lbs then freshman Mike Cappello
recorded three takedowns and four
nearfalls to grab a 16-1, 4:26 techni-
cal fall over Bear Matt Disko.

“He already has all the tools. Our
PAL program is a good foundation,
so it’s nice to get a handful of kids
who can break right into your lineup,”
Coach Gorman said.

“That’s a tough group of freshmen.
I am proud of that class. They are big
for us. They are young, but they are
tough. I think we are a mix in the

woods this year. I am really excited,”
Birch said.

At 160-lbs and 170-lbs, respec-
tively, Bears John and Joe Balboni,
both NJSIAA qualifiers last year, won
big. John used an arm bar/half nelson
to pin Matt DiMartino in 58 seconds,

and Joe recorded 11 takedowns to
claim a 24-9, tech fall over Jim Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Bear Jeff Velez scored
a Merkel reversal with seconds re-
maining to top Corey Markovitch, 8-
6, then Cougar Rob Kessler added the
exclamation point with a 49 second
fall over Saverino Salfcas at 195-lbs.

“We looked pretty good. We stayed
off our back where we could. We
fought hard, and we got bonus points
where we needed them. This kind of
puts the stamp on what we have been
looking for,” Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
220: — Weiss (C) p Velez, 4:45
Hwt: — El-Khoury (C) p Banks, 3:46
106: — Chase Gunther (C) won forfeit
113: — DeMarco (B) p Scaramuzzi, :22
120: — Oliva (B) d Tompkins, 7-5 OT
126: — Murphy (B) d Busch, 8-5
132: — Murray (C) p Torres, 1:08
138: — Nick Frediani (C) won forfeit
145: — Cappello (C) tf Disko, 16-1 4:26
152: — Birch (C) md Sovona, 14-5
160: — Balboni (B) p DiMartino, :58
170: — Balboni (B) tf Dwyer, 24-9 4:15
182: — Velez (B) d Markovitch, 8-6
195: — Kessler (C) p Salfcas, :49

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
seniors swim team competed against
top teams of the tri-state area at the
M.R. FLY Holiday Invitational held
at the Nassau County Aquatic Center
on December 14-16. Sixty-five of the
72 Devilfish swam personal-best
times.

Multiple swimmers achieved
YMCA Silver and State time stan-
dards. Twenty-seven Devilfish swim-
mers reached finals. Caroline Basil
(400IM) and Gwyn Devin (200IM)
set Devilfish 13-14 records.

Women’s Open: Caroline Baldwin
– first (100-back, 50-free), second
(100-free), third (200-free), fourth
(200IM), sixth (400IM, 100-fly);
Audrey Bangs – sixth (200-back);
Caitlin Carroll – third (200-fly), fifth
(400IM), sixth (500-free); Erika
Daniel – fourth (100-fly); Ellie
Reinhardt – sixth (200-free), seventh
(200-back); Baldwin, Kathleen Bond,
Carly Whitmer, Reinhardt – fourth
(200-medley relay); Baldwin,
Reinhardt, Julia Diamantopoulos,
Lauren Schmeider – third (200-free
relay).

Men’s Open: Aram Barmakian –
seventh (100-breast); Matt Daniel –

second (100-free), third (200-free),
fourth (200-fly, 400IM), sixth (100-
fly), seventh (50-free); Stephen Husch
– third (200-back), sixth (200IM),
seventh (100-fly, 200-fly); Luke
McGrory – sixth (100-back), seventh
(200-free), eighth (100-free, 200-
back); McGrory, Husch, M. Daniel,
Max Shin – third (200-medley re-
lay); Husch, Shin, McGrory, M.
Daniel – fourth (200-free relay).

13-14 Girls: Caroline Basil – first
(100-back), second (400IM, 200-
back), seventh (200IM); Gwyn Devin
– first (100-breast, 100-fly), third
(200IM) fourth (400IM, 200-breast),
fifth (50-free); Audrey Picut – sev-
enth (50-free); Basil, Picut, Devin,
Emily McGann – first (200-medley
relay); Basil, Emily Oster, Devin,
Picut – second (200-free relay).

13-14 Boys: Stefan Crigler – fifth
(100- & 200-breast); Ryan Daniel –
third (50-free); fourth (100-free, 200-
free), fifth (100-fly), seventh (500-
free, 200IM), eighth (100-back);
Lucas Fan – fifth (200-back); sixth
(100-breast), eighth (200-breast);
Griff Morgan –seventh (200-fly); Fan,
Crigler, R. Daniel, Aedan Collins –
third (200-medley Relay); Fan,
Collins, Morgan, R. Daniel – third
(200-free relay).

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Compete
At MR FLY Holiday Invt’l

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING MORE BACK POINTS…Cougar Corey Birch, top, uses an arm bar/
half nelson to turn Brearley Bear Eoghan Sovona to his back in his 152-lb bout.
Birch won, 14-5.
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Patriots’ Path BSA Brunch
Honors Scouts, Mentors

The council published and distrib-
uted forms for anyone to submit a
nomination. After many nominations,
a volunteer committee selected 62
Scouts to receive this new award. The
62 Scouts who were honored show
great effort in maintaining excellent
grades and keeping active while liv-
ing the Scout Oath and Law, accord-
ing to the organization.

For more information about the
breakfast or the Scout Scholar Ath-
lete Award, contact Kathy Meyer at
(973) 765-9322, extension no. 244,
or kathy.meyer@scouting.org. To
find a Scouting group in one’s area,
visit beAscout.org or ppbsa.org.

The Boy Scouts of America is com-
posed of 2.7 million youth members
between the ages of 7 and 20, 1.1
million volunteers and nearly 300
local councils throughout the United
States and its territories. For more
information on the Boy Scouts of
America, visit ppbsa.org.

SCOUTING AWARD…The Patriots’ Path Council of the Boy Scouts of America
gathers November 18 at the Hilton Short Hills for the organization’s second
annual Scout Scholar Athlete Award Brunch.

AREA – The Patriots’ Path Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America
recently held the second annual Scout
Scholar Athlete Award Brunch to
honor young men and women in the
Boy Scouts of America program who
work to achieve academic success
while practicing healthy living to be
physically strong in their daily lives.

These young men and women were
recognized on November 18 at the
Hilton Short Hills. During the event,
the youth honorees also honored their
mentors.

The Patriots’ Path Council includes
six districts, among them the
Watchung Mountain District, which
serves the communities of Berkeley
Heights, Fanwood, Garwood,
Gillette, Long Hill Township,
Meyersville, Millington,
Mountainside, Murray Hill, New
Providence, North Plainfield, Scotch
Plains, Stirling, Summit, Warren,
Watchung and Westfield.

Human Rights Come Alive
Through ‘Advocacy Quilts’

UNION – Massacre survivors in
Bosnia, waste-pickers from India,
and survivor of sexual violence in
the Congo are among 281 artists
who will tell their story through
quilting at a unique exhibition at
Kean University’s Human Rights
Institute Gallery, located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, “Advo-
cacy Quilts: A Voice for the Voice-
less” will run from January 28
through May 10. A reception will
be held on Wednesday, January 30,
from 5 to 8 p.m.

The Advocacy Project (AP), a
Washington-based, non-profit or-
ganization that works with commu-
nity-based organizations around the
world, is loaning 20 quilts to Kean
University. As part of its support
for partners, AP helps members to
tell their story through embroidered
or painted panels, which are then
assembled by expert quilters in the
US and used to publicize their cam-
paigns.

“Quilting is becoming more and
more accepted as a tool of human
rights advocacy, and Kean’s in-
volvement will really help to spread
the word. We are delighted to be
working with such a prestigious uni-
versity,” said Iain Guest, executive
director of AP.

AP’s quilting initiative started in
2007, when survivors from the
Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia pro-
duced a tapestry bearing the names
of relatives who died in the massa-
cre. AP exhibited the tapestry in the
U.S. among the Bosnian Diaspora,
and introduced the model to other
AP partners. The following year, it
was embraced by survivors from
the infamous Rio Negro massacre
in Guatemala. The Advocacy
Project showed some of the quilts
at the United Nations last year, but
this will be the first time the entire
collection has been shown in pub-
lic.

Seventeen different organizations
are contributing quilts to the Kean
exhibition. They include five Roma
communities in Eastern Europe;
children who have been freed from

child labor in Nepal; women from
Nepal who suffer from the condi-
tion of uterine prolapse; Mayan In-
dians from a threatened wildlife
reserve in Belize; individuals with
disabilities from northern Uganda;
Maasai widows and girls from
Kenya; waste-pickers from Delhi;
and carpet weavers from the Atlas
mountains of Morocco. One quilt is
made from recycled straws by
women in a Ugandan slum to pub-
licize the threat to their environ-
ment.

Each quilt presents a rich and
varied portrait of the challenges that
face the artists, many of whom are
living in exceptionally difficult con-
ditions. Quilting offers them a rare
opportunity for expression as well
as a chance to work together with
other women, which can be ex-
tremely therapeutic.

Several Peace Fellows, graduate
students who volunteered abroad
under AP‘s fellowship program, will
attend the opening along with some
of the American quilters who helped
to assemble quilts. Many of the
quilters have said that working on
the quilts has opened their eyes to
some of the problems that face hu-
man rights advocates in the south.
AP staff and fellows will be avail-
able to meet with students through-
out the duration of the exhibition.

Human Rights Institute Gallery
Hours: Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays – Noon to 7 p.m.;
Wednesdays and Fridays – Noon to
4 p.m.

For more information, visit
w w w . k e a n . e d u / ~ g a l l e r y /
Welcome.html or contact Neil
Tetkowski, director of Kean Uni-
versity Galleries, at
ntetkows@kean.edu or Dr. Hank
Kaplowitz, director of the Human
Rights Institute, at
hkaplowi@kean.edu.

For more information about The
Advocacy Project, please visit
a d v o c a c y n e t . o r g / p a g e /
advocacyquilting or contact Karin
Orr at korr@advocacynet.org or
(202) 758-3328.

HOOPS CHAMPS…The Holy Trinity Parish 5th grade boys basketball team
won the St. Helen’s-ECC Christmas Basketball Tournament with a 32-18, win
over St. Joseph of Roselle on December 29. The team was undefeated in the
tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Bennett Galindo, Eric Daaleman
and Andrew Echausse; second row, Coach Steve Criscuolo, Kevin Tierney, John
McDonald, David Criscuolo, Colin Freer, Reid Colwell and Jonny Audino. Not
pictured: Jack Cobuzzi, Nick Robinson, Trevor Tanella and Coach Peter Cobuzzi.
Audino was selected as the MVP for HT in the championship game. Daaleman,
Freer and Galindo were selected as the MVP for previous tournament games.

CLASSIFIEDS

Photo courtesy of Shawn Hanna
MOVIE DAY…Mary Ann Sepe’s kindergarten class at Lincoln School in
Westfield enjoys hot chocolate and cookies after watching the movie The Polar
Express

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

HELPING HANDS – Student Council Advisors at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield, Lori Simpson, far left, and Marisa Conneely, present a
check in the amount of $856 to Westfield United Fund Executive Director,
Deirdre Gelinne. The funds were donated by Roosevelt families and staff to
support local efforts in helping victims of Hurricane Sandy through the
United Fund’s Sandy Relief Program.

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE LAST HARRAH…The New York Giants completed their season with a 42-7 triumph over the Philadelphia at MetLife
Stadium on December 30. See more of Jim O’Connor’s photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 12-15-R

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING CLOTHING DONATION
BINS WITHIN THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 18, 2012.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 12-16-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 10G OF CHAPTER
12 OF THE FANWOOD BOR-
OUGH CODE RELATING TO
THE WAIVER OF CERTAIN
CONSTRUCTION FEES DUE
TO DAMAGE CAUSED BY
HURRICANE SANDY AND
THE NORTHEASTER OF NO-
VEMBER 7, 2012

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 18, 2012.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Notice is hereby given. The Board of
Trustees of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary adopted the following board meeting
schedule for 2013. All dates are Mondays.

January 28
February 25

March 18
April 22
May 20
June 17
July 22

September 23
October 21

November 18
December 16

Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. in the meet-
ing room of the Mountainside Public Li-
brary. The Mountainside Library is located
on Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.

Michael D. Banick, MLS, MBA
Director, Mountainside Public Library

1 T - 1/3/13, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on No-
vember 28, 2012, granted approval of a
variance for a side yard setback. Property
in question is owned by Richard Hoffman,
at 1040 Hetfield Avenue, Fanwood, being
Block 77 and Lot 27.01/.02.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Richard Hoffman
1040 Hetfield Avenue

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/3/13, The Times Fee: $15.81

ITALIAN LESSONS

If you are looking to learn or to
improve your Italian language,
I am a native speaker who can
help you. Phone (908) 477-4873

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL
CHURCH (non-denomination)

Pastor Ananth Kumar
AKHARVEST99@GMAIL.COM

All Are Welcome
We meet at the Union County
Baptist Church, 4 Valley Road,

Clarck, NJ 07066
Worship Service in English
every Sunday at 4 PM EST

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish, Honest, English speaking
lady will clean your house
or office. 5 years experience and
Great References. Free estimates
available. Call Sylwia

(908) 242-7712

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 361-0335

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Improve Your Income and Lifestyle
“Anti-Aging Solutions”

Personal Care and Nutrition
Personal and Corporate training

provided. Expect success!
call: (908) 665-2527

www.nsemindset.com

DECO BEDROOM SET FOR SALE

Mahogany Art Deco full bed,
nightstand, and dresser with

mirror. $300. Cranford.
(201) 239-7380

BIG SAVINGS AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. No Expira-
tion. Use To Purchase Tickets For
Shows And Events. Free Parking
And Adjacent Restaurant. Great
Gift Idea! Big Savings! Only $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings January 2nd,
evenings January 16th,

CHHA, classes start
evenings January 7th.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends January 6th
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

HANDYMAN SERVICES

All Kinds of Jobs. Repairs,
Plumbing,Painting And Much
More. No Job is to Big or to Small!
We’re Local Palma Maintenance

(908) 301-0478
mimosofam123@verizon.net

ALPHA 1 TREE
ACCEPT

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
HAZARDOUS REMOVALS

ROOT BALLS
HAULING SERVICE

(903) 244-5425

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEW LEADERSHIP…Rabbi Ari Rosenberg, pictured at left, was officially
installed November 30 as the leader of Temple Sha’arey Shalom in Springfield.
His father, Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, right, of Temple Emanu-El in Waterford,
Conn., presented Rabbi Rosenberg’s installation honors. In addition, Rabbi
Rosenberg received blessings from two of the synagogue’s past rabbis – the
recently retired Rabbi Joshua Goldstein and Rabbi Israel “Sy” Dresner.

EARNING HIS BLACK
BELT…Brendan Rivers achieved his
1st Degree Black Belt in Taekwondo
on December 15. His belt promotion
was given at the Gedman Black Belt
Academy, located at the Westfield
YMCA. His testing included endur-
ance challenges, sparring other black
belts and breaking wooden boards.
Brendan began his Taekwondo jour-
ney when he was just four years old. He
is now a third grader at Jefferson El-
ementary School.

WCW Offers 2013
Youth Poetry, Short

Story Contest
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s

Club of Westfield invites all aspir-
ing student poets and authors from
kindergarten through high school
to enter its 2013 Youth Poetry and
Short Story Contest. Poetry entries
may be any style with a minimum
length of eight lines and a maxi-
mum of thirty lines. Short stories
are limited to 2,000 words. Entries
must be typewritten, double spaced,
with a minimum of one-inch mar-
gins, on one side of eight and a half
inch paper.

A student may enter one short
story and/or poem.

The author’s name, address, tele-
phone number, student’s grade and
school, title of poem or short story
must be entered in the top right
hand corner of each page. All en-
tries are judged on content, organi-
zation and form. Judges decisions
are final.

Material is to be submitted in
duplicate to Woman’s Club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, post marked
before Wednesday, January 30, and
must be the original unpublished
work of the author, written during
the contest year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writings not to ex-
ceed $500 annually. Writers are
asked to keep a copy of their work
as entries cannot be returned.

Probitas Verus Honos

Scotch Plains Campus
January 17

7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
February 7 - 7:30PM

February 21 - 9:30AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

“Celebrating our 50th Anniversary”

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

In Flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12004931

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2054-12

Plaintiff: FLAGSTAR BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD HARRINGTON, JUDY

LEE HARRINGTON AND LOUISE LAI
Sale Date: 01/09/2013
Writ of Execution: 10/09/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Two Thousand Twenty-Four and 47/100***
$352,024.47.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, in the County of Union and the State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 528 West
Broad Street.

Block 2708, Lot 35.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 33 feet x

145 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Osborn Avenue
Subject to: 0.00
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-One

Thousand Five Hundred Nine and 75/100***
$361,509.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 303
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 12/13/12, 12/20/12, 12/27/12
& 01/03/13 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12004935

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000771-12

Plaintiff: NEW YORK COMMUNITY BANK,
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO PENN FED-
ERAL SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: ESTATE OF MALINI B. KAR, ES-

TATE OF BHUPAL CHANDRA KAR, SHEELA
G. KAR, AS LEGAL GUARDIAN OF INDRA
NEAL KAR, INDRA JYTT KAR, AND JOHN AND
JANE DOES 1 THROUGH 10

Sale Date: 01/09/2013
Writ of Execution: 06/06/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-
Three and 17/100*** $483,433.17.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Township of Scotch
Plains, County of Union and State of New Jersey.

Street: 1761 East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey

Nearest Cross Street: Myrtle Avenue
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 2, Block 1102
Dimensions (approximately): 50 x 100 x 50 x

100 feet
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Union County Clerk/Register on
September 7, 2001 in Mortgage Book 8499,
Page 305 and the Writ of Execution on file with
the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Nine and 37/
100*** $499,789.37 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
RIKER, DANZIG, SCHERER, HYLAND &
PERRETTI LLP
HEADQUARTERS PLAZA
ONE SPEEDWELL AVENUE
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 07962
(973) 538-0800
4 T - 12/13/12, 12/20/12, 12/27/12
& 01/03/13 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12005154

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-34856-08

Plaintiff: KONDAUR CAPITAL CORPORA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: CHERYL A. JONES; TILDEN

JONES, III
Sale Date: 01/23/2013
Writ of Execution: 08/29/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-
Five and 89/100*** $379,355.89.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1165 Washington Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No.: 7 in Block 8802.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet x

100 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Eveyln Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes/sewer/water

may be delinquent. You must check with the tax
collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and judgements, if any: The
plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnification
which will insure the successful bidder at sale in
respect to: Judgement # DJ-107972-199, Judge-
ment # DJ-018315-1992.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two and 03/
100*** $429,722.03 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect of a residential real
estate transaction. Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practices of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.’

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO.: XCZ-106257
4 T - 12/27/12, 01/03/13, 01/10/13
& 01/17/13 Fee: $210.12

Auditions to be Held for
Down the Rabbit Hole!
SCOTCH PLAINS - Auditions

will be held for Faith Players of
Scotch Plains’ Down the Rabbit
Hole! An original adaptation of
Alice in Wonderland written by Tori
Clemens with original music by
Neal Acito.

Auditions will take place on Mon-
day, January 14, and Wednesday,
January 16, from 7-9 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church of
Scotch Plains, located at 1171
Terrill Road.

Performance dates are Friday and
Saturday, April 26 and 27.

People auditioning will be asked
to present readings from the script.
There is a large cast of characters
needed for this very physical, ab-
stract play.

After seven years of being asleep,
the Faith Players of Scotch Plains
are ready to wake up with this new
family friendly adventure. Come
out for a chance to be in the pre-
miere of this new play based on the
adventures of Alice!

Various ages are needed to fill
roles. This is not going to be a
children’s cast. Adults are needed
to fulfill roles.

For more information, questions
or a list of characters with break-
downs, email Tori314@aol.com for
information.

Marhefka Earns Award for
Aspirations In Computing

WESTFIELD — The National
Center for Women and Information
Technology (NCWIT), along with
Bank of America, recently an-
nounced Svetlana Marhefka as re-
cipient of the 2013 NCWIT Award
for Aspirations in Computing.
Svetlana was one of 35 high school
women selected from over 1,800
applications submitted nationwide.
Svetlana earned the award as a result
of her computer related aspirations,
her demonstrated, outstanding apti-
tude and interest in information tech-
nology / computing, solid leader-
ship ability, academic history and
plans for post-secondary education.

NCWIT invited Svetlana to speak
at Google’s headquarters in New
York during the December 10 kick-
off of CSEdWeek, which supports
and promotes Computer Science
education programs.

The Award for Aspirations in Com-
puting is part of a NCWIT talent
development program that encour-

ages young women to succeed in
technology. Despite their advances
in academia and the workforce,
women are disproportionately un-
der represented in computing fields:
they hold only 25 percent of all
technology occupations and 18 per-
cent of all bachelor’s degrees in com-
puting. By providing young women
with visibility, support, research ex-
periences, scholarships and intern-
ships, the Aspirations in Computing
program encourages young women
to persist in the information and
computing field.

In addition to being an inaugural
member of the Mount Saint Mary
Academy Cyber Lions Robotics
team, Svetlana earned her Girl Scout
Gold Award, was Co-Captain of the
MSMA varsity tennis team and is an
active volunteer at the Agape Com-
munity Kitchen in Elizabeth.
Svetlana will be attending Virginia
Tech next fall in their School of En-
gineering.

ASPIRATIONS IN COMPUTING...The National Center for Women and Infor-
mation Technology (NCWIT), along with Bank of America, recently announced
Svetlana Marhefka, above, as recipient of the 2013 NCWIT Award for Aspira-
tions in Computing.

Musical Connections Series
To be Offered by Symphony
BRIDGETON — Learn about

“The Golden Thread” — a series of
musical connections down through
time — at the January series of free
music lectures by Paul M. Somers,
sponsored by the Bay-Atlantic Sym-
phony.

Discover an unbroken line of mu-
sical connections spanning from
medieval chant to Gershwin. You
will see that even when musical
styles change drastically, those who
make the changes have already been
steeped in centuries-old traditions
passed from teachers to students.

The lectures, which will take
place in four counties, will occur
on Tuesday, January 8, from 10:30
a.m. to 12 p.m., at the Ocean City
Public Library, Room 110, 1735
Simpson Avenue, Ocean City; Mon-
day, January 14, from 1 to 2:30
p.m., at the Ocean County Library,
Little Egg Harbor Branch, 290
Mathistown Road, Little Egg Har-
bor Township (Note the addition of
this new lecture location); Thurs-
day, January 17, from 6 to 7:30
p.m., at the Margate Public Library,
8100 Atlantic Avenue, Margate; and
Monday, January 28, from 6 to 7:30
p.m., in the Community Event
Room of the Vineland Public Li-
brary, 1058 E. Landis Avenue,
Vineland.

The December 2012 lecture,
“Music During and Between the
20th Century Wars,” has been re-
scheduled in Ocean City for Tues-
day, January 15, from 10:30 to 12
p.m., at the Ocean City Public Li-
brary, Room 110. This lecture will
survey how the music scene evolved
from George M. Cohan to the

Beatles and beyond.
Subsequent lectures this season

for all locations will explore how
composers work, and folk litera-
ture in composed music—along
with a question-and-answer session
in April and a Fresh Ears® experi-
ence in May.

Somers, Adult Education Direc-
tor for the Bay-Atlantic Symphony,
is a also a composer, performer,
founder of Maurice River Music,
was for 25 years the harpsichordist
for the Virtuoso Strings of New
York, and was a reviewer for The
Star-Ledger.

The lectures are co-sponsored by
the libraries in which they given.

For further information, call the
Bay-Atlantic Symphony at (856)
451-1169, or Somers at Maurice
River Music at (856) 506-0580. For
the Cape May County series, you
can also call the Ocean City Public
Library at (609) 399-2434; for the
Ocean County series, you can also
call the Ocean County Library,
Little Egg Harbor Branch at (609)
294-1197; for the Cumberland
County series, you can also call the
Vineland Public Library at (856)
794-4244; and for the Atlantic
County series, you can also call the
Margate Public Library at (609)
822-4700.

Paul M. Somers

Gibbs to Appear in Rumors
At Studio Playhouse

UPPER MONTCLAIR - Christo-
pher Gibbs, of Fanwood, plays Ernie
Cusak in Rumors, a farce by Neil
Simon, at Studio Playhouse in Up-
per Montclair. Performances are Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. on January 11,
12, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26.

Neil Simon’s comic concoction
takes us to a dinner party at the
home of Charlie and Myra Brock to
celebrate their 10th wedding anni-
versary, but Charlie (the Deputy
Mayor of NY) is lying upstairs with
a bullet hole in his ear lobe, and
Myra is nowhere to be seen. We are
pitched headlong into hilarity when
the confusions and miscommuni-
cations mount as the friends try
frantically to protect their hosts and
themselves, by hiding the evening’s
events from the outside world.

Warning: some language may not
be appropriate for younger audi-
ences.

Rumors is directed by Mark
Liebert and stage managed by Judi
Liebert with assistant stage man-
ager Russ Meyer. Tickets are $20
for adults, $17 for students and se-
niors age 65 and up with discounts
available for groups of 20 or more
that prepay. Tickets are half price
on opening night, Friday, January
11.

Tickets can be purchased online
at www.studioplayhouse.org/tickets
or by calling (800) 838-3006. Stu-
dio Playhouse is located at 14 Alvin
Place, off Valley Road near the A&P,
in Upper Montclair.

For more information call (973)
744-9752 or visit
www.studioplayhouse.org.

Photo courtesy of Amy Fox
RUMORS...Dinner guests at the home of the Brocks are interrogated about the
whereabouts of the homeowners in Neil Simon’s comedy Rumors. Pictured, left
to right, seated are: Debbie Campanali, Jeff Taylor, Traci Godfrey , Samantha
Carpel. Standing, left to right, are: Laura Byrne Cristiano, Gary Martin, Cindy
Ross, Chris Gibbs.

Auditions For
Variety Show
Announced

TOMS RIVER – Passion Players
will be holding auditions for Vari-
ety Show with performances in Toms
River on Friday and Saturday, Janu-
ary 25 and 26, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
January 27, at 3 p.m. Rehearsals
will be local. There will also be
another round of performances of
the show in this area.

Passion Players is looking for in-
dividuals 7-77 to perform three-
minute musical vocal numbers ei-
ther solo or group for this show.
Adult and kids duets are also fine.
Performers for three-minute mono-
logues and dance numbers are also
needed. Producers are seeking origi-
nal material. If you play an instru-
ment, bring a three-minute number
or two. Bring a CD for your music
for dance and vocals or back up
music for your monologue.

Group numbers of upcoming Pas-
sion Players show Diamonds at 22
West are also being sought. This
will be a 90-minute show. This show
will open up our 20th year produc-
ing shows. There will be 20 per-
formers in this show.

Call (732) 922-0483 for an audi-
tion and speak to Mike. E-mail
PassionPlayers@facebook.com or
diamondsat22west@gmail.com for
more information.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

FOND MEMORIES – Approximately 25 local senior citizens attended the
final rehearsal of Westfield High School’s Choral Concert on December 19.
Among them was Betty Roberts (nee: Hall), at right, a 1952 graduate of
Westfield High School, who was a member of the first graduating class of the
School at its current location on Dorian Road. Ms. Roberts was greeted by
Linda King, Fine Arts Supervisor, and John Brzozowski, Choral Director and
Vocal Music teacher.

WML to Host International
Origami Exhibit in January
WESTFIELD - The 2012 Origami

By Children Exhibit, a traveling
origami exhibit sponsored by
OrigamiUSA, will be displayed at
the Westfield Memorial Library (in
the display case near the new books
section of the library) during the
month of January.

This exhibit showcases impres-
sive origami folded by children from
around the world. Children under
the age of 18 are invited to submit
origami models. Only the best are
chosen to become part of the ex-
hibit. Most of the origami models
are made from instructions found
in books but some are original cre-
ations designed by the children
themselves.

This year, the exhibit features two
Westfield students, Mark and Fiona
Gillespie. Mark, a high school jun-
ior, contributed a “fractal flower”,
a layered flower folded from a single
sheet of paper. The “fractal flower”
was designed by Roman Diaz, a
well-known origami designer.
Fiona, a seventh grader, contrib-
uted an “icosahedron ribbon ball,”
a modular origami piece, which is
made from 16 feet of ribbon using

the “snapology” technique devel-
oped by Heniz Strobl, another well
known origami designer.

OrigamiUSA is a non-profit cul-
tural arts organization dedicated to
teaching and promoting origami in
the US and around the world. Based
in New York City, OrigamiUSA runs
folding sessions throughout the year
as well as an annual convention,
which draws origami enthusiasts
from around the world.

Oragami Crane

W-H Community Supports
Union Beach Fire Dept.

EDISON - Students, parents,
teachers, administrators and alumni
of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
community have contributed time,
energy, monetary donations and
other resources to help victims of
Hurricane Sandy “restore the shore”
since the super storm ravaged the
New Jersey coastline.

It did not take long for Tanda

Tucker of Bernardsville, an art
teacher and cheerleading coach at
the North Edison school, to spring
into action. Tucker and assistant
cheerleading coach Brooke Sofield
of Edison began generating sales of
ocean blue “Restore the Shore –
Jersey Strong” bracelets. The school
ran bake sales and members of the
cheerleading team found other
ways, including a weekend trip to
Manasquan, to help the victims at
the Jersey Shore.

Tanda eventually identified a
charity to direct the donations – the
Union Beach Fire Department. She
realized that fire department of the
small blue-collar community
needed assistance in order to con-
tinue helping its people. The fire-
men themselves lost homes, cars
and other personal items. Despite
suffering these hardships, they con-
tinued to respond to calls from vic-
tims.

“Our team is truly inspired by the
way the Union Beach Fire Depart-
ment continues to help,” Tanda said.
“By helping them, we are helping
those who need their help. Some-
times we forget to help those who
help because they never ask for it so
I believe our team is really making
a difference in the Union Beach
community”

Wardlaw alumnus Peter Madsen
of Westfield, an Emeritus Trustee
of the school, got involved in the
effort by donating cleaning sup-
plies from his company, Madsen
and Howell Industrial Supply Inc.
Mr. Madsen provided three pallets
of materials including buckets,
mops, brooms, rubber gloves,
bleach and laundry detergent to aid
the cleanup. A group of cheerlead-
ers, Coach Tucker, and Head of
School Andrew Webster of Edison
delivered the supplies and a check
for $3,500 to the Union Beach Fire
Department on December 15.

 

Westfield Art Association 
presents 

 
 
 

1:00 - 4:00 Sunday, January 20, 2013 
 

Community Room 
Westfield Municipal Building 

425 E. Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 
 

bring family and friends 
 no charge for admission 
handicapped-accessible 

 

for additional info 

www.westfieldartassociation.org    

Happy New Year
2013!
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SEASON OF GIVING…The students of Bartholomew Academy in Scotch
Plains, in cooperation with the St. Bartholomew Religious Education Depart-
ment and Youth Group, recently donated a truckload of cleaning products,
bleach, paper towels, toilet paper, and laundry detergent to people affected by
Hurricane Sandy. The items, donated by school families, were delivered to Union
Beach and surrounding towns the week before Christmas. Pictured are St.
Bartholomew Academy’s Student Council members.

SCHOOL SPIRIT…Members of the fifth grade chorus at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School show their spirit during their performance of “Let it
Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow!” at the school’s recent winter concert.

SCHOOL

THE
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

   Saturday, January 12, 2013 at 9 a.m.              

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

Register online at www.whschool.org 

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155

  

SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Safe, Faith Filled        Extended Care            Middle States 
Environment                 Programs                  Accredited 

 

Full day Pre-K                Grades                 Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten          Pre-K – 8th                Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
www.stbacademy.org 

 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

& Kindergarten
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The Guilt Trip
Guilty With an Explanation

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 I hope the North Central Film Critic
Accrediting Association, that august
body whose legendary pomposity has
long struck fear in many a reviewer’s
heart, doesn’t get wind of this critique
of Anne Fletcher’s The Guilt Trip. You
see, I enjoyed the albeit schmaltzy ball
of fluff, and they might deem me better
suited to selling Hyundais on the high-
way.

Don’t get me wrong. This
goodhearted farce starring Barbra
Streisand and Seth Rogen as a mom
and son who traverse America in a
comically epiphanic journey will doubt-
fully be analyzed in those haughty
French cinema magazines, even when
they simply can’t find enough stuff
about Jerry Lewis to fill their pages. All
the same, I laughed, guiltily at first.

Joined by other audience members,
we tittered, commiserated, formed just
a slight tear here and there, and for
ninety-five minutes suspended our dis-
belief in the name of simple, uncompli-
cated enjoyment. Which probably ex-
plains much of the film’s charm. Wafted
along in sugar coated truths and cyni-
cisms, you fantasize about parent-child
resolution.

Fact is, any human relationship worth
having is complicated and beyond ex-
planation. And that goes double if it’s
between parent and offspring. How-
ever, that bit of social psychology ac-
knowledged, Ms. Streisand and Mr.
Rogen nonetheless manage to push
enough of the buttons and strike enough
of the requisite nerves to pull off the
gambit.

The famous diva portrays Montclair,
N.J.’s Joyce Brewster, a member of that
society of widows who’ve shunned
another go at marital bliss in order to
dote over their resultantly overprotected
child. Mr. Rogen’s Andrew, who has
resided on the sunny Left Coast since
earning his degree in organic chemis-
try at U.C.L.A., is the beneficiary of
that devotion.

The opening scene, which depicts
Andrew‘s semi-amused forbearance as
he listens to a series of Mom’s mes-
sages discussing everything from the
potential purchase of boxer shorts to
where she will park at Newark Air-
port, speaks volumes about said up-
bringing. On and on it goes, until you
hear yourself mouthing the mercy-
seeking, ‘OK, Ma, OK!’

But don’t you dare ratchet-up that
plea to, ‘OK, OK, Ma, leave me alone
already,’ which might very well bring
that plaintive, indefensible assault that
goes, ‘So this is how I’m repaid for
spending the whole 100 Years War in
labor, and then giving up my own
happiness for you.’ Stepping back
emotionally, from a safe distance it’s
pretty funny.

Because, whether misguided, dis-
illusioned, or innocently selfish, it’s
essentially about love. And thus, it is

in this realm of human cataclysm and
wonder that “The Guilt Trip” delves,
its successes due more to subject mat-
ter than execution. The premise—a
cross country jaunt shared by Mom
and sonny boy—is hardly credible.
And yet, it works.

Given that we forgive this flick its
flaws in order to enjoy its loose-
leafed pontifications and honey-
dipped sappiness, only the slimmest
of reasons is necessary to prompt the
title expedition. We learn Andy is an
expert in his field who, after a three-
year stint with the EPA, has invented
a miraculous, environmentally
friendly cleaner. Now he has to sell it.

But never mind how he has se-
cured a product demonstration/inter-
view with every top retailer across
the U.S. If we’ve accepted every-
thing else, why not this star-spangled
fantasy about American business op-
portunity? So it’s K-Mart in this city,
Costco in that, and so on, until prac-
tically every Fortune 500 retailer has
witnessed Andy’s presentation.

Alas, without giving too much
away, Rogen’s chemist is hardly as
good a businessman as he is an inven-
tor. Although Scieoclean, his oft mis-
pronounced, misunderstood organic
cleaner is a marvel, Andy’s egg
headed presentation is a stultifying
bore. Of course Mommy, a shopping
maven personified, has a suggestion
or two. You take it from there.

Naturally, the intrepid duo meets a
few characters along their route, of-
ten the result of segues written in to
fatten the script. Shades of Forrest
Tucker’s oil millionaire in “Auntie
Mame” (1958), Brett Cullen is a pleas-
ant fantasy as the gentleman cowboy
enamored of Joyce when she accepts
a Texas restaurant’s four and a half
pound steak eating challenge.

This is all convivially portrayed
without us thinking for a second that
Streisand is anyone but Streisand.
The same goes for Mr. Rogen. It may
be a stroke of dumb luck. But while
both players are capable enough ac-
tors, by not venturing beyond carica-
ture they keep it unassuming, osten-
sibly affirming that the humorous
voyage should be graded on a curve.

Hence, I am placed in the position
of apologist, hesitant to sign my
name to this cinema prescription for
fear I will be found out…a rank
sentimentalist. In defense, as wit-
nessed any given night on Turner
Classic Movies, there is a place for
the B movie. Seen in that light, my
innocent hope is that I’ll be vindi-
cated by viewers who enjoy The
Guilt Trip.

…
The Guilt Trip, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed
by Anne Fletcher and stars Barbra
Streisand, Seth Rogen and Brett
Cullen. Running time: 95 minutes

TIS THE SEASON…The Intermediate Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield met recently for a holiday luncheon at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield to celebrate Christmas and welcome in the new year. Pictured, left to
right, are some members of the Intermediate department: Roseleen Flaherty,
Clemmie Tabor, Carol Russ and Anne Magnotti.

POLAR EXPRESS…Lincoln School recently celebrated the holiday season with
a school-wide event based on the popular book “The Polar Express.” Children
wore pajamas to school and gathered in the gymnasium, where principal Audrey
Zavetz read the famed story complete with sound effects and illustrations
projected on a large screen. Students then performed songs and dances they had
learned with music teacher Christina Toulios. Afterward, hot cocoa and cookies
awaited everyone when they returned to their classrooms. Pictured is Ms. Toulios
with kindergarteners from Joellen Surace’s p.m. class.

Editor’s Note: The following
emails were sent to the Edison

School Community
Dear Edison School Families,

As I’m sure all of you noticed this
morning, [Thursday, December 20]

there were police cars and an
ambulance in front of Edison

School. Unfortunately, two students
were struck by a car as they crossed

the street. Both students were in
good spirits as they and their

parents were transported to the
hospital for further evaluation.

At this time of year, in the early
morning, the sun shines directly
into the eyes of drivers who are

traveling East on Rahway Avenue.
As a result of this significant sun

glare, it can be very difficult to see
students and the crossing guard.

Please be careful driving on
Rahway Avenue in the morning.

Thank you,
Principal Matt Bolton, Edison

Intermediate School,
Westfield

***
Dear Edison School Families,
I know that you are all very con-

cerned for the two students who
were involved in this morning’s
accident. I have spoken with the
parents of both students and would
like to provide you with an update
on their status.

Both students are doing very well.
One student has already returned to
school. The other student is ex-
pected to be released from the hos-
pital shortly and plans on returning
to school tomorrow [Friday].

Mr. (Assistant Principal) [David]
Duelks and I have addressed all of
the students during their lunch pe-
riod to let them know that their
classmates are doing well, and to
remind them to be extremely care-
ful while crossing all streets.

Finally, the families of both stu-
dents and I would like to thank you
all for the many well wishes and
positive thoughts that have been
conveyed since the accident.

Please have a wonderful, and safe,
holiday break.

Principal Matt Bolton, Edison
Intermediate School,

Westfield

Mr. Bolton reported to The Westfield
Leader and The Times that both stu-
dents are doing fine and will fully
recover from the incident.

Principal Addresses Community on
Accident in Front of Edison School

Christopher Academy
Celebrates 50th Year

WESTFIELD — In February of
1963 Christopher Academy opened
its doors, the first Montessori school
in the state of New Jersey and among
the first in America. The school was
started by four families, including
three from Westfield, who wanted
Montessori education for their eight
children. Today the schools boasts
an enrollment of more than 150
children from the ages of 2 to 8
years at two campuses in Westfield
and Scotch Plains.

To help celebrate its 50th anni-
versary, the school will host an Open
House on February 10, 2013 from 2
– 4:30 at our Westfield campus, 510
Hillcrest Avenue. All past students,
parents, staff and friends of both
campuses as well as the former
Montessori School of Cranford are
invited to attend. “We are hoping to
reconnect with as many of our
former students, staff and parents
as possible.” Amelia McTamaney,
Trustee Chair, stated. “Whether it’s
been a year or a generation since

you visited the school, we hope our
entire family will stop by to meet
former staff and see old friends.”

The Montessori method of edu-
cation was developed in the early
twentieth century by Dr. Maria
Montessori, an Italian physician and
scientist. Montessori classrooms
revolutionized children’s education,
linking teaching methods to
children’s unique development.
Many of Montessori’s innovations
are now standard practice in early
childhood settings. Further research
in the workings of the brain and
child development throughout the
last century has demonstrate the
lasting positive effects of the
method, from increased academic
achievement to distinctions in
children’s creativity, self-efficacy,
and community contributions.

To RSVP to the Open House or
for information on Christopher
Academy, contact the school at
(908) 322-4652, or by email
at:party@christopheracademy.com.

Reynolds Named
Commended Student
JERSEY CITY — James C.

DeAngelo, Principal of Saint Peter’s
Preparatory School in Jersey City,
announced that James Reynolds of
Westfield has been named a Com-
mended Student in the 2013 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.

About 34,000 Commended Stu-
dents throughout the nation are be-
ing recognized for their exceptional
academic promise. Commended
Students placed among the top five
percent of more than 1.5 million
students who entered the 2013 com-
petition. James, a consistent honor
roll student, is the son of Margarita
and Philip Reynolds and is a gradu-
ate of Roosevelt Intermediate
School.

Happy New Year!

WHS Choir Christmas
Tree Pick Up Set For

January 5
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

High School Concert Choir will
once again be holding its popular
Christmas tree pick up fundraiser.
Proceeds will go towards scholar-
ships and future choir department
trips. Pick up is scheduled for Sat-
urday, January 5, 2013.

Choir members will remove the
tree from curb side and transport to
the conservation center. This ser-
vice is available to Westfield resi-
dents at $10 per tree.

Reservation were to be received
by yesterday, January 2, via email
to whschristmastrees@gmail.com
with last name, address, and a phone
number.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Hamilton Stage to Present Raiders
of the Lost Ark: The Adaptation

RAHWAY – Are you having a
hard time finding a truly singular
present for your favorite pop cul-
ture geek? Buy them an advance
ticket to Raiders of the Lost Ark:
The Adaptation! It’s not available
online or on DVD; the only way to
see this hilarious and incredible film
is at one of their rare screenings.
Tickets are on sale now for a screen-
ing of the film in Rahway, discus-
sion and Q&A and book signing
with star/producer Chris
Strompolous and author Alan
Eisenstock presented at Union
County Performing Arts Center’s
(UC PAC) Hamilton Stage on Fri-
day, January 4, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$20 and can be purchased at
UCPAC.org or call the box office at
(732) 499-8226.

Raiders of the Lost Ark returned
to the big screen this fall, the much
awaited BluRay box set was re-
leased in October, and a brand new
book, Alan Eisenstock’s “Raiders!:
The Story of the Greatest Fan Film
Ever Made” hit the shelves only
weeks ago...which means it is the
perfect time to see the homemade
cult sensation Steven Spielberg him-
self calls “hugely imaginative!” and
meet the boys behind it.

Featuring a rare screening of the
film and an on stage conversation
with producer/star Chris
Strompolos and author Alan
Eisentock, whose book “Raiders!”
chronicles Chris’s amazing adoles-
cent adventure remaking his favor-
ite film. Books will be on sale at the
event.

After seeing Raiders of the Lost
Ark in 1981, three 12-year-old
friends, Chris Strompolos, Eric Zala
and Jayson Lamb, began filming
their own shot-by-shot adaptation
in the backyards of their Missis-
sippi homes. Vigilant, resourceful,
and a little bit insane, these Missis-
sippi tweens gained access to sacks
of gunpowder, gallons of gasoline,
a retired WWII battleship and a
functioning Navy submarine. They
broke bones, got grounded, blew
up a garage, and got grounded again.
Eric had to be hospitalized twice,
once for having his hair set aflame,
and once because shards of plaster
from an exploding head “effect”
had to be surgically removed from
his scalp. Seven years later their
film was in the can. In 2003 (22
years from the project’s inception),
Steven Spielberg and George Lucas
watched the tribute and gave it their
stamp of approval, calling it “hugely
imaginative,” “impressive,” and
“lovingly detailed.”

In 2004, Vanity Fair did an ex-
pansive 10,000 word feature on the
boys’ experiences making the

movie, Quentin Tarantino became
a fan, Wes Craven called the film
“phenomenal,” and Paramount pro-
ducer Scott Rudin purchased the
life rights to their story. And now,
Alan Eisentock’s Raiders!, a super-
charged mini-epic that replaces Hol-
lywood dazzle with something far
more compelling: the agony and
ecstasy of raw adolescent delirium.

See the film, buy the book and
meet the boys behind it all!

Tickets are available at the UC
PAC/Hamilton Stage Box Office by
calling (732) 499-8226 or online at
UCPAC.org. The UCPAC Box Of-
fice, located at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway, is open Tuesday through
Friday from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
and also open late on Thursdays
until 8 p.m.

Hamilton Stage is a project of the
City of Rahway Redevelopment
Agency. It is independently oper-
ated under the governance of Union
County Performing Arts Center, a

501(c)3 non-profit arts organization.
Located in the heart of the

Rahway Arts District, Hamilton
Stage is within walking distance of
the Rahway NJ Transit train station
and can be reached by taking exit
135 from the Garden State Parkway
or exit 12 from the NJ Turnpike.

Located at 360 Hamilton Street,
Hamilton Stage includes an inti-
mate 199-seat proscenium theater
and a flexible 60-seat theater and
rehearsal hall designed to comple-
ment UC PAC’s 1334-seat Main
stage, the 70-seat The Loft, and the
nearby 60-seat concert venue called
“1591.” When combined, these five
performing arts spaces make the
UC PAC campus one of the most
versatile creative spaces in the state.

Adjacent to Hamilton Stage is a
new brightly lit parking lot with
more than 100 spaces, all connected
by the beautiful new Arts Riverwalk
along the North Branch of the
Rahway River.

TAKE TWO...After seeing Raiders of the Lost Ark in 1981, three 12-year-old friends, Chris Strompolos, Eric Zala and
Jayson Lamb, began filming their own shot-by-shot adaptation in the backyards of their Mississippi homes. Paramount
producer Scott Rudin purchased the life rights to their story. And now, Alan Eisentock’s Raiders!, a super-charged mini-
epic that replaces Hollywood dazzle with something far more compelling: the agony and ecstasy of raw adolescent delirium.

HELPING HANDS…Tamaques School in Westfield aided in helping schools recover from Hurricane Sandy. A generous
Tamaques community contributed over $2,500 in supplies and gifts for the affected communities of Highlands and Union
Beach. In support of the National Guard unit stationed at the Westfield Armory, Tamaques donated hazard suits and face-
masks to aid in the clean up. They were able to supply an eighth grade classroom at Union Beach Memorial School with
classroom supplies and funds to replace curriculum materials lost in the storm. Led by fourth grader Madeline Silva,
Tamaques families also donated dozens of holiday gifts and several hundred dollars in gift cards for families who have been
affected by the disaster. Pictured are: Kristin Eliopolous’ third grade class and fourth grader, Madeleine Silva, shown with
Sgt. Christopher Caamano and SPC Mark Cubile of the National Guard.

Library to Host Exhibit of Black & White
Photography by Michael McKenna

KENILWORTH - The Gallery on
the Boulevard at the Kenilworth Pub-
lic Library will have on display
“Rarely Appreciated,” an exhibit of
black and white photography by
Michael F. McKenna, beginning

Les Malamut Art Gallery to
Host Multi-Media Exhibit

UNION - The Les Malamut Art
Gallery, located in the Union Pub-
lic Library, will host a multi-media
exhibit of paintings, drawings, and
photography by artist Dawn
Gilmore. The work may be viewed
from Thursday, January 3, through
Thursday, February 28, 2013. A re-
ception, free and open to the public
will be held on Saturday, January
26, 1-4 p.m.

Ms. Gilmore has participated in
an impressive number of both group
and solo exhibitions, including Van
Gogh’s Ear Cafe in Union, Gallery
U, No Joe’s Cafe, Art Alliance in
Red Bank, Arts Guild in Rahway,
Barron Arts Center in Woodbridge,
Andre Gallery in Metuchen and
Ceres Gallery in New York City.

She works in several different
mediums, three of which will be
included in the current exhibit. Ms.
Gilmore’s artistic background in-
cludes an Associate Degree of Ap-
plied Science Middlesex County
College, Bachelor of Arts, Fairleigh
Dickinson University and Du Cret

School of the Arts, Plainfield, N.J.
Ms. Gilmore uses a Pentax K-X

digital SLR camera for her photo-
graphic pieces. She states, “Pho-
tography is the most fun and spon-
taneous form of expression I use.
None of my images are staged. Each
one is something I had the pleasure
of stumbling upon.” She shoots up
close using natural light. Con-
versely, her paintings are very per-
sonal pieces, dealing with relation-
ships, loneliness, longing and life
changes. She paints with acrylic on
plexiglass or clayboard.

All artwork is available for pur-
chase by contacting the artist:
www.dawngilmore.com

The Gallery is located on the
lower level of the Union Public Li-
brary, 1980 Morris Avenue, Union.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public during regular library hours.
It is handicapped accessible and
free parking is available. For more
information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

Mixed Media by Dawn Gilmore

MIDSUMMER NIGHT…Dara
Silverman, a 2009 graduate of
Westfield High School, was recently
cast as Puck in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream  at Skidmore College in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Dara is a the-
atre major and will be graduating in
Spring 2013. She is the daughter of
Trudy and Marty Silverman of
Westfield.

Self Portrait by Dawn Gilmore

“Five Trees” by Michael McKenna

Open Rehearsal for NJWA
Wednesday Mornings Strings

New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Wednesday Morning Strings

WESTFIELD — On Wednesday,
January 9, at 10 a.m., the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
invites adults who play the violin,
viola, cello or string bass to attend
an open rehearsal at the NJWA stu-
dios, 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

According to Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA Founder and Executive Di-
rector, “This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to find out more about the
group and to actually participate in
this exciting musical experience.”

Using a repertoire that includes
classical, Broadway, jazz, country,
folk and contemporary music,
Wednesday Morning Strings often
performs at local venues. They have
recently shared their talents with

residents at Chelsea at Fanwood
and Sunrise of Westfield.

Group member Margaret Chinn
stated, “It is great to be able to learn
something new with such a nice
group of people. We have a won-
derful time developing our skills
together, encouraging one another
as we go.”

Wednesday Morning Strings
meets weekly from 10 to 11:30 a.m.,
until June, at the NJWA studios.
Musicians may bring their own in-
struments or may rent one from the
studio.

To attend the open rehearsal, call
Dr. Schlosberg at (908) 789-9696,
extension 17, visit the NJWA stu-
dios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Polish Cultural
Foundation To Host
Koledy Celebration

CLARK — In Poland, according
to the Roman Catholic tradition,
Christmas celebrations begin on
December 24 with the “Wigilia”, a
dinner prepared with special tradi-
tional foods, singing of “Koledy”
Christmas Carols at midnight Mass.
This officially begins the Christ-
mas season, which ends on Febru-
ary 2.

Following this tradition, the Pol-
ish Cultural Foundation invites all
its members and the general public
to its annual Christmas Concert,
featuring for their first time, the
newly formed folk band, Kapela
Ludowa. The band, formed at the
Polish Cultural Foundation, con-
sists of the following artists: Leszek
Daszykowski, Robert Fada, Jan
Sowiñski, Czesaw Kwolek and
Mieczysaw Dziadosz.

Kapela Ludowa will perform a
concert of Polish Christmas Carols.
There will be a sing-along and a
Polish traditional breaking of the
“Oplatek” wafer, followed by a tra-
ditional Polish “Wigilia” buffet.

The event will be held on Sun-
day, January 13, at 4 p.m. This cost
is $20 a person, children and stu-
dents $10. Included in the price of
the ticket will be a buffet style din-
ner of foods traditionally served at
the Polish “Wigilia.” Dessert and
coffee will also be included in the
admission price and a cash bar will
be available for adult beverages.
Reservations are recommended due
to limited seating. Call now to guar-
antee your seats for this very spe-
cial event (732) 382-7197 from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The Polish Cultural Foundation
is located at 177 Broadway, Clark,
New Jersey just off exit 135 from the
Garden State Parkway. For more infor-
mation website: www.pcfnj.org.

“Steel and Clouds”
by Michael McKenna

Monday, January 7, and
running through Thursday,
February 28.

Based in New Jersey, Mr.
McKenna has been creat-
ing works as an indepen-
dent photographer for the
past four years. Self-taught,
Mr. McKenna has honed the
technical aspect of his art
over the past fifteen years,
studying the works of the
masters of landscape pho-
tography, accompanied the
process of trial and error.
The style he has developed
is based on the dramatic
effects that can be achieved
by using both natural light-
ing and heavy contrast.

According to Mr.
McKenna, the objective of
his photographic endeavors
is to “acquire the rarely ap-
preciated we are surrounded
by every day but are too
busy to enjoy and treasure,
whether it is a series of an-
tique train station lamps,

two men silhouetted in a foggy sta-
tion, or a series of trees set in the
fog.” Mr. McKenna’s goal in his
work is “to stimulate the viewers so
they study the image more closely
and observe the smaller details.” Mr.
McKenna’s work can be seen in sev-
eral local galleries and is also held in
multiple private collections through-
out the United States.

The Gallery on the Boulevard is
located on the main floor of the
Kenilworth Public Library, located
at 548 Boulevard. More information
about the library is available by call-
ing (908) 276-2451, going to
www.kenilworthlibrary.org or by
visiting the library on Facebook at
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kenilworth.public.library.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

WEISSE STARTS WITH PIN, BIRCH SEALS VICTORY; MURRAY PINS, CAPPELLO TECH FALL

Cougars Send Message, Rip No. 20 Brearley Bears, 45-26
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jeff Weiss began the
momentum and junior Corey
Birch clinched the team victory
as the Cranford High School wres-
tling team sent a clear message
and toppled the No. 20-ranked
Brearley Bears in Cranford on
December 27.

The 6-1 Cougars needed to get
bonus points wherever they could
and did, beginning with Weiss
when he lifted Jordan Velez with
a Claw and pried him to his back
for the fall in 4:45 at 220-bs.

“Coach said they are good, but
if we wrestle tough, we can win.
We got to get pins where we
knew we could. We couldn’t get
pinned. That was the key. I went
for the lift the first period. I got
the Claw, but couldn’t stick him.
The next period I got the Claw
and I was able to pin him,” Weiss
said.

Weiss, who had been battling
the flu, did, however, look a bit
sluggish in the second period.

“A couple of kids have been
sick. It’s going around, but that
hits every team. You just got to
fight through it, and Jeff fought
through it really well. He came
through with a huge pin,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

With the Cougars leading 35-
12, Birch jumped up to 152-lbs
and tore into Bear Eoghan Sovona
recording four takedowns, a re-

versal and a pair of nearfalls to
seize a 14-5, majority decision
to seal the team victory.

“He was a man on fire out
there. He knew that we could
secure the victory with a big win

from him, and that’s what he did.
It’s good to see that leadership
as a junior,” Coach Gorman said.

“I went out there and wrestled
my match. I got what I wanted,
the Russians, the high crotches,

the single. I was looking for the
fall every single time. I didn’t
actually get the fall, but I got the
tech,” Birch said.

The few times, he allowed
Sovona to escape, Birch read
him well to bring him back to the
mat.

“He kept on charging at me
when I let him up, so I lowered

my level and blasted right to his
back every time,” Birch ex-
plained.

After Weiss’ victory, Cougar
heavyweight Jon El-Khoury
pinned Rasheed Banks in 3:46

using a front arm bar/half nelson.
The Cougars received a forfeit at
106-lbs, then NJSIAA qualifier in
2012 Nick DeMarco clamped Nick
Scaramuzzi in cradle in 22 sec-
onds at 113-lbs.

At 120-lbs, Bear Dylan Oliva
squeaked out a 7-5, overtime
decision over freshman Andrew
Tompkins. Bear Tim Murphy
closed the team score to 18-12
with an 8-5 decision over fresh-
man David Busch.

Gavin Murray stretched Kevin
Torres with a grapevine and a
Jacobs’ hook before pinning him
in 1:08 at 132-lbs to make the
score, 24-12. The Cougars re-
ceived another forfeit at 138-lbs
then freshman Mike Cappello
recorded three takedowns and
four nearfalls to grab a 16-1,
4:26 technical fall over Bear Matt
Disko.

“He already has all the tools.
Our PAL program is a good foun-
dation, so it’s nice to get a hand-
ful of kids who can break right
into your lineup,” Coach Gorman
said.

“That’s a tough group of fresh-
men. I am proud of that class.
They are big for us. They are

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING MORE BACK POINTS…Cougar Corey Birch, top, uses an arm bar/half nelson to turn Brearley Bear Eoghan
Sovona to his back in his 152-lb bout. Birch won, 14-5.
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of The Westfield Leader
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young, but they are tough. I
think we are a mix in the woods
this year. I am really excited,”
Birch said.

At 160-lbs and 170-lbs, respec-
tively, Bears John and Joe
Balboni, both NJSIAA qualifiers
last year, won big. John used an
arm bar/half nelson to pin Matt
DiMartino in 58 seconds, and Joe
recorded 11 takedowns to claim
a 24-9, tech fall over Jim Dwyer.

At 182-lbs, Bear Jeff Velez
scored a Merkel reversal with
seconds remaining to top Cory
Markovitch, 8-6, then Cougar Rob
Kessler added the exclamation
point with a 49 second fall over
Saverino Salfcas at 195-lbs.

“We looked pretty good. We

stayed off our back where we
could. We fought hard, and we
got bonus points where we
needed them. This kind of puts
the stamp on what we have been
looking for,” Coach Gorman said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
220: — Weiss (C) p Velez, 4:45
Hwt: — El-Khoury (C) p Banks, 3:46
106: — Chase Gunther (C) won forfeit
113: — DeMarco (B) p Scaramuzzi, :22
120: — Oliva (B) d Tompkins, 7-5 OT
126: — Murphy (B) d Busch, 8-5
132: — Murray (C) p Torres, 1:08
138: — Nick Frediani (C) won forfeit
145: — Cappello (C) tf Disko, 16-1 4:26
152: — Birch (C) md Sovona, 14-5
160: — Balboni (B) p DiMartino, :58
170: — Balboni (B) tf Dwyer, 24-9 4:15
182: — Velez (B) d Markovitch, 8-6
195: — Kessler (C) p Salfcas, :49

Cougar Matmen Sedate Bears Gavin Murray – 132-lbs

Nico Cappello – 145-lbs
Athlete of the Week

See next week’s edition

Andrew Tompkins – 120-lbs
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JUNE:.
Garwood

A motion to pass an ordinance
for bulk pickup this year failed,
3-2, with borough council mem-
bers Timothy Hak and Louis
Petruzzelli voting in favor of the
plan. Councilman Victor DeFilippo
was absent. Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said, “I think it is the
fair thing to do,” when asked by
Councilman Jim Mathieu of her
opinion on the bulk ordinance
presented.

She said she thought there were
residents who did not have the
means to dispose of unwanted
items through hiring a private
hauler themselves.

Although two incumbents filed
to run for the Garwood BOE, a
three-year seat remained open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet
decided to run for the three-year
open positions. If no write-ins
emerged during the election, the
board would appoint another
member to fill the last position
after interviewing the candidates.
Cranford

The township committee, in a
3-2 party-line vote, gave final
approval to the 2012 municipal
budget, to be financed by a 2.96-
percent increase in property-tax
levies. The $33.97-million spend-
ing plan – of which, $22.5 million
would be financed by property
taxes with $900,000 in surplus
also contributing – was criticized
by the two committee Demo-
crats, with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

JULY
Garwood

New Jersey State Superior

AUGUST:
Garwood

With the council chambers
packed with residents both op-
posing and supporting it, the
Garwood Council passed, 5-1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordi-
nance to authorize construction
of a multi-functioning athletic
field complex to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at
the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a
turf field, basketball and bocce
courts, a playground, an air-con-
ditioned and heated field house
that also can be used for senior
meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a
walking path.
Cranford

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee held a special meeting to
award a contract for repairs, reno-
vations and alterations to the
lower portion of the municipal
building on Springfield Avenue,
which was devastated by Hurri-
cane Irene in August 2011. The
lowest fully responsive bidder,

SEPTEMBER:
Garwood

The borough council adopted,
by a 4-2 vote, a new contract
with the local PBA. The three-
year contract gives a 2-percent
raise the first year and a 1.75-
percent raise thereafter, as well
as longevity benefits after serv-
ing five years on the force. Coun-
cil President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Jim Mathieu both
opposed the ordinance.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley announced that
the state’s cost for school em-
ployees’ health benefits premi-
ums would increase 14 percent
beginning in January 2013.

The contract for the borough’s
Athletic Field Complex was com-
pleted.
Cranford

The planning board had some
tough questions for Warren
Connelly, the executive director
of the proposed Counseling Cen-
ter at Cranford. The company
wished to lease a building at 27
North Avenue, East, and offer
post-detoxification counseling to
persons recovering from chemi-
cal and alcohol addiction.

The township committee con-
sidered whether there was ad-
equate funding available to re-
store two crossing guards to their
posts near Brookside Place School.
The guards were among 14 whose
positions were eliminated due to
municipal budget cuts.

Court Judge Karen Cassidy, the
assignment judge for Union
County, ruled that The Pointe, a
44-unit, age-restricted condo-
minium complex, was not en-
titled to snow and ice removal by
the borough because she deemed
that the “area in question was
not a road but a driveway not
subject to the Municipal Services
Act.”

Residents of Garwood packed
the council chambers to express
their disapproval of a $3.2-mil-
lion bond proposal to build a turf
field. They argued against un-
dertaking more debt and that
the project only benefits a few.
The borough has about 4,000
residents. The added debt would
average about $1,800 per prop-
erty owner. The council never-
theless voted to proceed, with a
final vote coming at a meeting in
August.

W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price
of $1,870,000.

OCTOBER:
Garwood

The zoning board approved a
certificate of non-conformity for
a two-family house at 99 Oak
Street, which is located in a
single-family zone (R/A zone).

Since joining the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) in April,

Cranford
Democrats took the majority

on the Cranford Township Com-
mittee with the victory by Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr., 5,327, over
Republican W. Scott Mease,
4,648. Democrats will have a 3-
2 edge, thus commanding the
mayor’s seat come January. Re-
publican David Robinson, the
current mayor, did not seek re-
election.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Union County Freeholders held a
Hurricane Sandy recovery infor-
mation session in the Roy Smith
Theater of Union County College
in Cranford. The session followed
a town hall forum with Asm.
Bramnick serving as the mod-
erator. Questions from the audi-
ence were referred to FEMA rep-
resentatives, as well as insur-
ance experts who were present.
Garwood

Garwood’s membership in the
organization has grown to 26
businesses.

Assemblyman Bramnick met
with area residents at the Dunkin’
Donuts to discuss residents’ con-
cerns following the aftermath of
Hurricane Sandy. Mr. Bramnick
said PSE&G crews were in
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to start res-
toration of power to homeowners
and businesses in those towns.

Democrats William Nierstedt,
with 896 votes, and Ann Palmer,
with 849, defeated GOP incum-
bent Tim Hak, 753, and new-
comer Mike Martin, 731, to win
two seats on the borough coun-
cil. Democrats come January will
now have a 4-2 majority on the
borough council with a Republi-
can mayor, Patricia Quattrocchi.

The borough council introduced
a $275,000 bond ordinance to
authorize the acquisition of capital
items for borough departments.

The borough’s zoning board ap-
proved an application from Powell’s
Properties for a site plan for its
roofing business to occupy an ex-
isting structure and to construct a
900-square-foot, two-door ga-

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
2012-11-08: WAITING GAME...Area residents wait in line for gas last week at
the Hess station on North Avenue in Garwood. Gas supplies dwindled as stations
were depleted or had no power to pump the gas.

Year In Review: July Through November
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Letters to the Editor
We Need Real Reform Of Our Mental
Health And Criminal Justice Systems
What I believe is needed in this

country is a dose of common
sense. From airport security, to
military service, to “gun con-
trol,” we should take a close look
at what they do over in Israel.

Most of what we do in America
is “security theater.” We make
things look secure, feel secure,
but do very little to actually se-
cure them. Case in point: The
TSA.

What the horrible events in
Newtown should prove to us,
besides the obvious fact of a
completely broken public mental
health system, is that it is long
past the time to replace theater
with actual security.

Am I talking about “armed
guards in schools?” No, I’m talk-
ing about armed cops in every
school, involved with and help-
ing direct a larger overall secu-
rity plan. The police are only part
of it, but it’s as good a place to
start. Every school in the nation
should have School Resource Of-
ficers in it. SROs are fully trained
and equipped police officers, who
work in the school and are part of
the staff engaged in teaching our
children not only book knowl-
edge, but how to actually live in
this crazy world.

Then we have to accept that no
matter what security measures
we put in place, we will not be
able to save everyone from a
determined attacker or group of
attackers, ones who will likely
know the security procedures
because they will be a student at
that school we are trying to pro-
tect or will have done extensive
planning prior to the attack. We
can only make sure they know
their cowardly attack will be met
with a quick and likely deadly
response, a response involving
bringing the maximum amount

of force and violence to the crimi-
nal or criminals and doing what-
ever it takes to stop them. Don’t
underestimate the power of this
kind of deterrence.

Instead of engaging in the use-
less gun control discussion going
between the media talking heads
and idiotic political hacks looking
for votes, engage in some real-
ity. The “assault weapons ban”
won’t stop one single “bad guy”
from shooting something up if
that’s what he wants to do.

I am all for regulations on who
can purchase, own or carry fire-
arms. I do not see the need for
the average person to have an
AK-47 or an AR-15. I think train-
ing should be required for any-
one who wishes to have a “con-
cealed carry” permit. I do not
believe anyone but the police
should be carrying firearms in
plain view. But we are truly kid-
ding ourselves if we think “ban-
ning” certain types of weapons
will do anything, but add years to
prison sentences after the fact of
the people that use them ille-
gally and manage to survive the
obvious response from law en-
forcement.

We can go over and over what
happened in Newtown, and in
every other place in America
someone has committed a hor-
rible act of mass murder, and we
will never figure out why. We will
not be able to figure out how to
stop it once it starts, because our
response will always be as good
as the last incident. The best
defense to an active shooter is a
good offense and the use of the
proper police techniques to iden-
tify those likely to try it and
arrest them before they act.

We have to accept that we can-
not save every innocent once the
active shooter incident is in

The Cranford Township Com-
mittee has not adopted by-laws
for the past two years, yet at the
11th hour and at a special meet-
ing on December 17, 2012, they
adopted an ordinance calculated
to change Cranford’s form of gov-
ernment. Citing lack of accom-
plishments, election fatigue, and
absence of accountability as rea-
sons for the change, the commit-
tee fails to recognize that the
form of government is not the
villain, but rather that their failed
leadership is the true issue. Per-
formance of the individual office
holders would not change with a
different form of government. The
problem is not the structure; the
problem rests with the individu-

als holding elective office. This
self-evident truth escapes them.

Accomplishments are difficult
without an organization. The dis-
mantling of Cranford’s govern-
ment began early in 2011 with
the removal of Cranford’s CFO
and continued with the removal
of the township administrator in
the fall of 2011. Without con-
ducting a search for a qualified
candidate, the committee ap-
pointed an interim administra-
tor. In 2012, the committee com-
pounded that error by failing to
conduct a search for a qualified
permanent administrator. In both
cases, all commissioners followed
the mayor’s lead, or more accu-
rately, the “chairman of the Town-
ship Committee,” and unani-
mously went along. Now 15
months later, the town will hope-
fully embark on a serious search
for a highly-qualified adminis-
trator. It is unclear how a differ-
ent form of government would
have led to a different result.
Edison, Newark, and Hillside all
have forms of government dif-
ferent than Cranford’s, yet the
problems of governing seem to
be the same.

Elections are held every year in
Cranford, and that is a good thing.
To hold them less frequently
cedes even more influence to
politicians and to political bosses.
At a minimum, citizens expect to
vote annually in freeholder and
school board elections. The bur-
den of running for office is not on
voters; the effort must come from
candidates willing to educate
themselves on issues, knock on
doors, raise money, and spend
countless hours running a cam-
paign. Changing Cranford’s gov-
ernment only advances the power
and the agendas of politicians
and would be detrimental to the
town. A change would further
establish a politics whose pur-
pose is patronage.

progress, but we can limit the
number of victims if we get real
about security. We can only act
with some common sense, and
prepare ourselves based upon
the simple fact there are people
in this world who have no morals
and would not hesitate to hurt
good honest people either be-
cause they are mentally ill or
simply don’t care. Not everyone
is a nice person, and not every-
one can be “saved” or “helped.”
Some folks need to be locked up
and kept away from the rest of us
for the good of society. We need
real reform of our mental health
and criminal justice systems to
make sure this happens, and
someone needs to do something
about the corruption in all levels
of government before the soci-
ety crumbles from within.
These “active shooter” incidents
are an example of the bigger
things wrong in America, and all
the special laws in the world
aren’t going to help if we don’t
wake up and look in the mirror.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

The argument that there is no
accountability in the township
committee form of government is
hollow. Voters hold commission-
ers accountable for their actions
at the ballot box, but township’
employees are selectively held
responsible by the committee.
That failure is the commissioners’
responsibility and not the form of
government’s fault. There are
plenty of recent examples: fail-
ure to flag unpaid property taxes
which improperly allowed an ap-
plication for a drug treatment
facility to come before the plan-
ning board; disappearance of
documents; an alleged kidnap-
ping of a township employee by
the township; and apparent dis-
order in the bidding and awarding
of township contracts.

The Star-Ledger identifies poli-
tics as the root cause of dysfunc-
tion in Edison, pointing to the
police union using its political
muscle to help install a mayor
that will do its dirty work. De-
spite an investigation, “no one
was held accountable.” Another
article noted that New Jersey
“continues to lay claim to a politi-
cal culture of entrenched
cronyism and corruption that is
by its nature inimical to good
government.”

Accomplishments occur
through cooperation, and that is
not determined by form of gov-
ernment. Fewer elections do not
translate into less politics, but
rather fewer elections result in
the loss of citizen control. And
accountability needs to be de-
manded by office holders; it is
not dependent on the form of
government. The committee’s
first act of 2013 should be to
adopt by-laws, and its second
act should be to repeal the ordi-
nance on changing Cranford’s
form of government.

Mark Smith, Former Chair
Cranford Township Committee

*** Cranford Should Adopt By-Laws, ***
*** Repeal Changing Form of Government ***

REFORM CONTINUED


