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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard
blanketed the area in snow.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WINTER WONDERLAND...Mindowaskin Park in Westfield looked like a
winter wonderland on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area in snow.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
Unami Park in Cranford, February 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Consultant Recommends Lease
Or Sale of Runnells Hospital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – A report issued Thurs-
day by a consulting firm hired by Union
County has recommended the county
either lease or sell Runnells Special-
ized Hospital in Berkeley Heights as
the only way to eliminate the county
subsidizing the facility to the tune of
$17 million as of the end of 2011.

Ed Balliet, representing Complete
Healthcare Resources, told freehold-
ers last Thursday that if Runnells were
to continue to be a county-operated
facility, Union County would face an
additional $2 million in loss revenues
when the state Medicaid reimburse-
ment rate drops another $30 per bed
sometime in 2014.

The state, he said, is moving towards
a managed care funding system for
Medicaid, which will mean a drop from
the current $222 per patient per day
rate Runnells receives to $190 per pa-
tient. He said Medicare pays $280 per
patient.

According to the report, a lease of
Runnells to a nursing home operator
would result in annual lease payments
to the county in the range of $1.4 to
$2.1 million per year.

Mr. Balliet said, based on the study,
it was important that the county only
transfer its long-term care facility li-
cense. He said the lease for Runnells’
Cornerstone psychiatric unit should be
maintained by the county.

“Psychiatric units reimbursement is

completely different; it is separate from
the (long-term) facility,” he said.

Mr. Balliet estimated that the sale of
Runnells, located at 40 Watchung Way,
could bring between $22.4 and $25.8
million.

Mr. Balliet said either a lease or sale
of Runnells would take most of 2013 to
complete. A sale of Runnells would put
the property on tax rolls for county
taxes. Currently, as a government-
owned property, Runnells does not pay
property taxes.

Under either a sale or lease, current
Runnells employees would become
employees of the new operator.

In an effort to eliminate the county
subsidy, Complete Healthcare looked
at both revenue enhancement and ex-
pense reduction opportunities. Mr.
Balliet said his firm found $1.8 million
in additional revenue sources along
with $4.7 million in what the report
termed “operational efficiencies” which
could reduce Runnells’ debt by $6.5
million. The report indicated the county
subsidy, if all revenue additions and
expense reductions were implemented,
would be reduced from $17 million to
$10.5 million, but that change in the
state’s Medicaid reimbursement rate
could drop revenues another $1.4 mil-
lion to $2.4 million, putting the county
subsidy at around $13 million.

Alfred Pino of the Pino Consulting
Group of East Windsor said over the
last six years, Medicaid rates for
Runnells ranged from $205 to $231 per
bed per day. He said Medicaid pays 80
percent of the per diem rates per pa-
tients at Runnells.

“It’s been relatively flat the last sev-
eral years,” Mr. Pino said, noting while
Medicaid rates have been flat, costs
such as employee fringe benefits and
pension payments have risen.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked what
rate would be needed for the hospital to
break even, to which Mr. Pino said a
rate between $275 and $300 per patient
per day would be needed.

Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS…Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority officials,
pictured, left to right, Jim Meehan, executive director; John Buonocore, staff
engineer, and Stephen Greet, Garwood commissioner, answer questions from the
Garwood Borough Council Tuesday night regarding the township’s most recent
assessment.

Grove Street Development,
Temple Purchase Reported

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In Westfield, elec-
tions are on the horizon with the
mayor and half of the town council
on the ballot this November, and a
new housing development is on the
table for the zoning board of adjust-
ment to consider.

While Mayor Andy Skibitsky an-
nounced last week that he will seek a
third term as mayor in the November
election, the Westfield Democrats
have yet to announce who their can-
didate will be. Party candidates have
until Monday, April 1, to file with the
clerk in order for their name to ap-
pear on the Primary Election ballot;

Independent candidates have until
Tuesday, June 4, to file their peti-
tions.

The mayor’s seat is up in Novem-
ber along with one seat from each of
the four wards. Terms are ending for
First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera, Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins, Third Ward Council-
man Dave Haas and Fourth Ward
Councilman Keith Loughlin. None
of the candidates has officially an-
nounced whether or not they will

seek reelection.
When asked on his website what

time he would be signing the mayor’s
petition for nomination, former po-
lice officer and regular council meet-
ing attendee Greg Kasko said, “Just
in time for him to sign mine.”

Mr. Kasko ran as an Independent
in the Third Ward council race in
2011, where he garnered just 275
votes in the three-way race against
Democrat Matt Sontz and Republi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CF Committee to Consider
Historic District Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance setting out the process
for establishing historic districts and
encouraging the preservation of
landmarks within Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular meet-
ing that the purposes of the ordi-
nance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recognizes
the importance of historic districts,
he said. He said the designation of a
historic district would boost prop-
erty values by 3 percent. The desig-
nation also enables homes to be-
come eligible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that the
ordinance would not “abridge prop-
erty rights,” an issue raised late last
year by some residents when the
committee was first considering in-
troducing the ordinance. Calling the
fear “a common misconception,” he
said residents should look at the
ordinance as “more of an opportu-
nity” to recognize the historic na-
ture of properties and to increase
property values rather than a prop-
erty-rights issue. Commissioner

Andis Kalnins agreed, saying the
ordinance “strikes a good balance”
between historic-district designa-
tions and property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the town-
ship committee’s public hearing and
vote on Tuesday, March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by state
Superior Court Judge Lisa Crystal
upholding the site plan for the
Birchwood Avenue development that
calls for up to 360 new housing units
in what local officials say is a flood
zone. He said the judge’s decision
was part of a process that township
officials expect will end up before
an appellate court that will review
the entire matter. The transcript of
Judge Crystal’s decision will be
posted on the township website as
soon as it is received, Mr. McCarthy
said.

Interim Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett said the municipal
budget process is getting underway
this week with the delivery of his
proposed budget to township com-
mittee members on Friday and then

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DeFilippo Resigns From
Garwood Council

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Victor DeFilippo
resigned from the Garwood Bor-
ough Council on Tuesday, citing a
vague reference to his job. The res-
ignation was made effective at noon,
seven hours before the work ses-
sion for that night’s meeting.

In a four-sentence letter to Bor-
ough Administrator/Municipal
Clerk Christina Ariemma, Mr.
DeFilippo said it was a tough deci-
sion, but because of “changes in my
employment situation, hours as well
as duties, I will no longer be able to
serve the people of Garwood…It
was a pleasure to work with all of
you.”

Mr. DeFilippo was elected in 2010
for a three-year term, which was set
to expire in December, and previ-
ously served one term from 2005
through the end of 2007. He did not

respond to an e-mail request for
comment.

A 2010 press release announcing
the GOP candidates for the bor-
ough council referred to his occu-
pation as the senior inspector with
the Department of Engineering for
the City of Newark.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said she
was surprised by the resignation.
“We had absolutely no clue,” she
said.

She also rebuked Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the lone remaining Re-
publican, for sending the resigna-
tion letter to reporters before she
and some of the other members of
the council were made aware of it.

“I’m not happy about it,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I’m sure the other
council members aren’t happy about
it. What is he doing sending
someone’s resignation letter to a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CAUGHT...Union County Sheriff’s Officers return Plainfield High School teacher,
Jennalin M. Garcia-Calle, 28, to New Jersey to face sexual assault charges
stemming from an alleged sexual relationship with a 16-year-old male student.
She fled to Florida upon learning she was under investigation.

“It’s a very tough situation for county
government to run a nursing home with
the very high employee fringe benefits
– a lot of vacation leave and sick leave,
holiday pay and so forth really drive
those numbers up where you can’t
compete with the private sector,” Mr.
Pino said.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Mr. Balliet said
the report’s estimate was based on sales
of other county hospitals and not an
appraisal of the property.

According to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors website, the 43-acre prop-
erty is assessed at $36.8 million.

County-run facilities have been sold
over the past two years in Sussex,
Burlington, Cumberland and Salem
Counties. Those sale prices ranged from
$7.5 to $15 million. Sale prices are
based on number of beds. Runnells’
long-term care facility has 300 beds.
The other four hospitals sold ranged
from 102 to 196 beds, with the 196-bed
Cumberland Manor selling for $14
million, or $71,429 per bed, according
to Complete HealthCare’s report. Mr.
Balliet said Camden County is in the
process of selling its facility.

Facilities in Essex, Hudson and Mer-
cer Counties were sold over the past 10
to 15 years, according to the report.

Complete HealthCare also consid-
ered a sale of the 300 Runnells long-
term-care beds to an outside operator
with the county maintaining owner-
ship of the property. This type of ar-
rangement would net a sale price of
between $3.4 and $4.3 million for the
300-bed facility. The county would
have to do a short-term lease to the new
owner at Runnells while the new op-
erator built its own new facility. The
county would then renovate Runnells
and look for an alternative use for the
facility.

“This option is an option that is not
readily done,” he said, noting that there
currently is not a market for such an
arrangement.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter asked the board’s Fiscal Affairs
Committee, chaired by Mr. Sullivan, to
consider the consultant’s recommen-
dations.

In other business, Freeholder Sullivan
said he would have a resolution for the
Thursday, February 21 meeting for a 2-
percent raise for the county’s three
constitutional officers – County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi, County Surrogate
James LaCorte and County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. They currently earn
$142,728 each.

The freeholders also will vote on a
resolution to contract with Powell Capi-
tal Markets, Inc. of Roseland as a finan-
cial advisor for the county’s proposed
transfer of its two public golf courses –
Galloping Hill in Union and Ashbrook
in Scotch Plains – to the Union County
Improvement Authority. Finance Di-
rector Bibi Taylor said the firm would
go back to 1997 to look at all the
county’s bonded debt to determine
which debt is specifically related to
golf operations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Runnells Hospital

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Jennifer Hazard’s Pre-K class at the Mountainside Cam-
pus of Holy Trinity Interparochial School decorated presents for Clifford, the Big
Red Dog, whose 50th birthday is today, Valentine’s Day. The students read
Clifford books all week and sang “Happy Birthday.”

MASTERING GARDENING…Last week, third- and fourth-grade students at
Deerfield School in Mountainside rolled up their sleeves and enjoyed a visit from
Mr. Ken and Miss Debbie, with the Master Gardeners of Union County. The
students were assisted with planting their own seeds in cell pots to be temporarily
housed in classroom windowsill gardens. Once sprouted, these plants will be
gently transferred to the raised beds in the newly constructed greenhouses on-site
in the center courtyard at Deerfield School.

College Woman’s Club Seeks
2013 Scholarship Applicants
WESTFIELD – Young women who

will be graduating from high school
this June and attending a four-year
college in fall 2013 are encouraged to
apply to the College Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s (WCW) annual scholar-
ship award program. Eligible appli-
cants must have maintained residency
in Westfield for at least one year prior
to applying.

Last year, the College Woman’s
Club of Westfield awarded $44,500 in
scholarship money to nine outstand-
ing young women from Westfield from
the Class of 2012. The recipients were
selected based on academic achieve-
ment, community service and finan-
cial need and went on to study at
academic institutions across the coun-

try, ranging from New Jersey to Cali-
fornia.

Applications are available electroni-
cally on the Westfield High School
website on the Counseling Depart-
ment page. All parts of the application
must be returned in completed form
by Monday, March 4, at 3 p.m. to Ann
Hade in the Counseling Department
at Westfield High School. For more
information, contact Deirdre
Malacrea, CWC Scholarship Chair-
person, at dtmalacrea@comcast.net.

Funds for the scholarships come
from donations from members and
the community and legacy gifts from
members. For more information about
the College Woman’s Club, contact
cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

can winner Mark LoGrippo.
In upcoming development news,

16 new housing units are being pro-
posed for 314 Myrtle Avenue and
321 Grove Street, the wooded area
across from the Westfield Indoor Ten-
nis Club, by C.W.M.&P., Inc.

Peter Meyers, David Kervick and
Mary Meyers own the corporation,
according to state business records.
Mr. Meyers could not be reached at
the address given on state records,
and telephone calls to Mr. Kervick
were not returned as of press time.

The zoning board of adjustment
was slated to hear the matter on Feb-
ruary 6, but the meeting was can-
celled, and a new date was not avail-
able as of press time.

Issues before the board include that
town ordinance allows for 12 units,
where 16 are being proposed. Also
contrary to ordinance requirements,
the applicant is seeking 21 feet end
wall to rear wall, where 45 feet is
required, and proposing 21 feet where
ordinance requires 60 feet – rear wall
to rear wall. The site is approximately
1.6 acres.

In other property news, 748 East
Broad Street, the property abutting
the Temple Emanu-El parking lot,
has been sold to the temple for
$540,000 from Warren Hanscom.
Taxes on the property were $11,989;
however, houses of worship do not
pay property taxes. The Hanscom
family also owns 740 and 732 East
Broad Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grove Street

public budget meetings with depart-
ment heads beginning next week.
Sessions are set for February 19, 25
and 27, and Mayor Thomas Hannen
said the township website will pro-
vide information on which depart-
ments’ budgets will be reviewed dur-
ing each meeting. Commissioner
Kalnins said he plans public hear-
ings on dates to be determined to
allow residents to ask questions and
provide input on the budget.

Committee members expressed
their thanks to the Public Works De-
partment for their snow-clearing ef-
forts during and after last weekend’s
snowfall. Commissioner Kevin
Campbell encouraged residents to
keep their cars off the streets in such
situations to ensure ease of plowing.
If that is not possible, he recom-
mended neighbors work together to
park their vehicles on the same side
of the streets.

Among the resolutions passed by
the committee on Tuesday was one
renewing the township’s animal con-
trol contract with Associated Humane
Society for 2013. Another resolution
authorized the refinancing of just over
$9 million in swim pool utility bonds.
Commissioner Kalnins lauded the ef-
fort by township finance officials in
refinancing at a .5 percent rate and
added that other similar moves are
planned for some township debt in
order to take advantage of current

low-interest rates.
The township committee also

passed a resolution expressing its
opposition to a proposed bill (S-2511)
in the State Senate amending the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
that Mr. Kalnins said would be
“overly burdensome” on the town-
ship clerk “and on taxpayers who’d
have to pay for all the provisions”
being proposed.

At the start of the meeting, Deputy
Mayor O’Malley presented certifi-
cates to two local businesses —
Chapman Brothers Plumbing and
Rebel Barbecue —for their efforts at
adopting environmentally sustainable
practices as part of the local Go Green
initiative. Mayor Hannen presented
a resolution congratulating Thomas
Philip on achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Township

reporter?”
In an e-mail, Mr. Mathieu shot

back at the mayor.
“Our mayor seems to think pub-

lic officials should govern in secret.
I’m a firm believer in transparency
for all government officials in ev-
erything they say and do,” he wrote.

John Quattrocchi, chairman of
the Garwood Republican Commit-
tee and the mayor’s husband, said
Mr. DeFilippo did not consult him
before resigning, but his wife said
the committee has some people in
mind to fill the seat. The eight-
member GOP committee has 15
days – until Wednesday, February
27 – to submit three nominees. The
council has 30 days – until Friday,
March 15 – to choose one of the
three to fill the vacancy.

Whoever replaces Mr. DeFilippo
likely will have the advantage of
incumbency in seeking a full term.

There was only a brief mention
of Mr. DeFilippo’s resignation at
Tuesday’s work session and that
was related to committees. Mr.
DeFilippo chaired the Buildings and
Grounds Committee. He was also a
member of the Finance Committee,
which has a meeting on Tuesday,
February 19.

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. DeFilippo’s
departure left no Republican on the
Finance Committee and volunteered
to fill the vacancy, even tempo-
rarily.

He also noted that as mayor, Mrs.
Quattrocchi is a de facto member of
all committees, and as a Republi-
can, she decided to fill the void in
the interim. She will also be evalu-
ating committee assignments.

In other meeting news, Mayor
Quattrocchi proposed eliminating
the recreation committee as a stand-
ing council committee, citing its
virtual duplication to the Recre-
ation Commission. Councilman
Lou Petruzzelli is chairman of the
council committee, but the com-
mittee has no members, an issue
raised by Mr. Mathieu at a previous

meeting, who said it was a violation
of bylaws.

Council President Sara Todisco
suggested waiting before taking
action in order for council mem-
bers to gather more information on
the commission versus the com-
mittee.

Mr. Mathieu took issue with the
matter, saying that council mem-
bers all voted on adopting the by-
laws. “Now the deck is stacked by
the mayor not appointing those two
other people and then when I bring
up the bylaw violation, ‘oh, by the
way, I was going to eliminate the
committee.’”

In other business, council mem-
bers questioned officials from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) regarding the borough’s
most recent assessment, which
jumped by 13 percent, or nearly
$60,000 from the previous year.
Members, and especially Borough
Attorney Robert Renaud, were du-
bious of the RSVA’s sewage flow
calculations, noting the relatively
stable population and development
conditions of Garwood and the sur-
rounding towns.

Because the assessment is based
on a percentage of use among the
11 RSVA member municipalities
as well as 3,500 industrial and com-
mercial customers – which fluctu-
ates – the RVSA officials would not
offer a prediction of next year’s
cost for budgeting purposes.

Mayor Quattrocchi presented a
draft of the borough newsletter,
done by two volunteers, which
sparked debate about the
publication’s frequency. Mr.
Mathieu argued for twice a year to
limit cost – while other council
members proposed three to four
times.

Also Tuesday night, council
members agreed to reduce the fee
for certificates of non-conformity
from $400 to $200. The Laws and
License Committee had originally
proposed waiving the fee.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

COMMUNITY ACTIVIST...Brandon Vassallo, Westfield High School Class of
2012 and a freshman at the University of Delaware, donated $855 to the St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church in Bay Head. These proceeds were made possible by the
families and friends of Silver Beach, who purchased limited-edition “Rebuild the
Shore” apparel and phone cases from Brandon’s company, Affluence Surf and
Skate. St. Paul’s has been providing meals and a place where displaced families
can share meals and find a sense of community after losing their homes during
Hurricane Sandy.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOING DOWN HILL…Area residents flock to Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
on Saturday to enjoy a day of sleigh riding after a Friday night blizzard blanketed
the area with snow.

GIVING BACK…Imagine Chairman of the Board Keith Hertell, Imagine
Executive Director Mary Robinson and Senator Tom Kean, Jr. accept a grant
from State Farm Agent Christine Cosenza at the Imagine office in Westfield.
Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Hertell, Ms. Cosenza, Ms. Robinson and Senator
Kean.

Happy
Valentine’s

Day!
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MASTER CLASS…With Tony nominee Matthew Sklar at the piano, senior Julie Busch sings her character’s poignant
song, “A Note from Linda.” The composer of the music for Broadway’s The Wedding Singer, Mr. Sklar was a guest at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School where he spoke to the cast of the upcoming musical that will be presented two weekends
starting March 8. See story page 22.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW DAY...Michael Sheiowitz and daughter, Jordanna, take a break after
shoveling on Saturday morning in Scotch Plains. The February 8 storm dropped
a blanket of snow on the area.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park
in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard blanketed the area in snow.

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
SAFE HAVEN...Residents fled to Oh’Brian’s Pour House in Fanwood on Friday
to wait out the blizzard, dubbed “Nemo” by weather forecasters.

Consultant Recommends Lease
Or Sale of Runnells Hospital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – A report issued
Thursday by a consulting firm hired
by Union County has recommended
the county either lease or sell
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights as the only way
to eliminate the county subsidizing
the facility to the tune of $17 mil-
lion as of the end of 2011.

Ed Balliet, representing Complete
Healthcare Resources, told free-
holders last Thursday that if
Runnells were to continue to be a
county-operated facility, Union
County would face an additional $2
million in loss revenues when the
state Medicaid reimbursement rate
drops another $30 per bed some-
time in 2014.

The state, he said, is moving to-
wards a managed care funding sys-
tem for Medicaid, which will mean
a drop from the current $222 per
patient per day rate Runnells re-
ceives to $190 per patient. He said
Medicare pays $280 per patient.

According to the report, a lease
of Runnells to a nursing home op-
erator would result in annual lease
payments to the county in the range
of $1.4 to $2.1 million per year.

Mr. Balliet said, based on the

study, it was important that the
county only transfer its long-term
care facility license. He said the
lease for Runnells’ Cornerstone
psychiatric unit should be main-
tained by the county.

“Psychiatric units reimbursement
is completely different; it is sepa-
rate from the (long-term) facility,”
he said.

Mr. Balliet estimated that the sale
of Runnells, located at 40 Watchung

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Rec. Panel Discusses
Storm, Park Repairs

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission held
a short meeting Monday evening to
discuss storm repairs and spring and
summer programs.

Recreation Director Ray Poerio
told the commission that in January
the priority was to work with the
department of public works to clean
up debris from Hurricane Sandy. He
said the Scotch Hills golf course fence
repair is expected to cost $20,000.
Mr. Poerio said the cost would be
submitted to the township’s insur-

ance company, and whatever it does
not cover would be submitted to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). He also said tiles
are missing from the clubhouse at
Scotch Hills and would cost $970 to
replace.

Mr. Poerio said Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas (PSE&G) wants to put a
substation at Farley Park I. He said
the substation would encroach on the
park and deem it unusable. He said he
asked the utility to reconfigure the
plan. He added that at Farley Park II,
the bleachers and players’ benches

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Council Hears
Library and Zoning Reports

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Zoning
Officer Ray Sullivan reported an in-
crease in commercial applications,
especially on South Avenue, at the
February 5 borough council meet-
ing.

“There’s a lot of excitement going
on [along] South Avenue,” Mr.
Sullivan told the governing body.

The Chippery, a South Avenue fix-
ture since the 1960s, has been demol-
ished, Mr. Sullivan said. A prefabri-
cated unit of the same size will re-
place it on Friday, March 1.

Mr. Sullivan also reported that
Mara’s Café will open in the Fanwood
Crossing building at South and

Martine Avenues, and that Fabio’s
Bistro, located by the historic
Fanwood Train Station, has applied
for a new awning. In addition, a 1,400-
square-foot pizzeria with a wood-
burning stove will open in the reno-
vated building formerly home to
Cavtro Electric.

A subdivision and building upgrade
will commence at Creative Habitats
tile and stone company, at 74 South
Avenue, and at the South Avenue
A&P, building improvements and a
new sign are in store.

The borough itself also might be in
line for a new sign on South Avenue,
according to Councilman Anthony
Parenti. He estimated that the pur-
chase of an electric signboard for the

Fanwood Municipal Building would
cost less than anticipated. The re-
maining money could pay for a sign
demarcating the line between
Fanwood and Plainfield on South
Avenue.

Multiple temporary cell tower
projects are in progress along South
Avenue, as well.

Mr. Sullivan went on to introduce a
new generator ordinance, specifying
guidelines that he said would keep
generators safely distanced from
homes and concealed from view. He
said generators already in place might
be grandfathered, even if they do not
meet the new regulations.

In other business, several members
of the Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library (FML) attended the
meeting, providing an opportunity to
officially swear in five members of
the board of trustees: Sheldon Ross,
Katherine Balch, Jennifer Coppock-
Huegel, Jean Frost-Guzzo and
Patricia Plante.

Mr. Ross, the board president, along
with Library Director Dan Weiss and
Ms. Balch, presented the council with
a five-year strategic plan and out-
lined major challenges the library
currently faces.

Ms. Balch summarized the library’s
agenda for the evening, saying, “De-
mand is very up, and funding is very
down. What we aim to accomplish
tonight is to familiarize [the council]
with where we are, where we need to
go…to open a dialogue and explore
solutions.”

Mr. Ross addressed demand. Cir-
culation is up over 22 percent, he
said. Program attendance, computer
usage and participation in the Friends
of the Library program also are on
the rise. He said the library struggles
to accommodate this level of demand
with a small, outdated facility.

The library building lacks modern
energy efficiencies, and does not meet
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) standards, he said. Because
there is no way for wheelchairs to
reach it, the basement cannot be used
for programming. Twenty-five per-
cent of the library’s own staff cannot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CF Committee To Consider
Historic District Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance setting out the pro-
cess for establishing historic dis-
tricts and encouraging the preser-
vation of landmarks within
Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular
meeting that the purposes of the
ordinance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recognizes
the importance of historic districts,
he said. He said the designation of
a historic district would boost prop-
erty values by 3 percent. The desig-
nation also enables homes to be-
come eligible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that
the ordinance would not “abridge
property rights,” an issue raised late
last year by some residents when
the committee was first consider-
ing introducing the ordinance. Call-
ing the fear “a common misconcep-
tion,” he said residents should look
at the ordinance as “more of an
opportunity” to recognize the his-
toric nature of properties and to
increase property values rather than
a property-rights issue. Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins agreed, say-
ing the ordinance “strikes a good
balance” between historic-district
designations and property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the
township committee’s public hear-
ing and vote on Tuesday, March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Crystal upholding the site plan for
the Birchwood Avenue development
that calls for up to 360 new housing
units in what local officials say is a
flood zone. He said the judge’s de-
cision was part of a process that
township officials expect will end
up before an appellate court that
will review the entire matter. The
transcript of Judge Crystal’s deci-
sion will be posted on the township
website as soon as it is received,
Mr. McCarthy said.

Interim Township Administrator
Joseph Hartnett said the municipal
budget process is getting underway
this week with the delivery of his
proposed budget to township com-
mittee members on Friday and then
public budget meetings with de-
partment heads beginning next
week. Sessions are set for February
19, 25 and 27, and Mayor Thomas
Hannen said the township website
will provide information on which
departments’ budgets will be re-
viewed during each meeting. Com-
missioner Kalnins said he plans
public hearings on dates to be de-
termined to allow residents to ask
questions and provide input on the
budget.

Committee members expressed
their thanks to the Public Works
Department for their snow-clear-
ing efforts during and after last

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Proposes Suspending
SID Assessment for 2013

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Mayor Kevin Glover explained his po-
sition on the future of the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation (SPMC) at
SPMC’s Tuesday night meeting. SPMC
is the governing body of Scotch Plains’
special improvement district.

In his reorganization speech on Janu-
ary 1, the mayor announced that he was
recommending a suspension of the an-
nual SID payments until further re-
view.

“We’re at this thing, the special im-
provement district (SID), for five years
now, and I don’t see any substantial
change in downtown,” Mayor Glover, a
SPMC board member, told the SPMC
board at its Tuesday night meeting.
“What we see is not a whole lot of
improvement.”

“Ten thousand cars go through Scotch
Plains a day. We’ve got to let them
know that Scotch Plains is open for
business. We’ve got to encourage our
restaurants to open sidewalk cafes;
we’ve got to hang a banner across Park

Avenue promoting our farmer’s mar-
ket and our free parking. We’ve got the
best farmer’s market around here,” he
added.

He also said, “If this SID is going to
fly, this is what we have to do.”

Mayor Glover told the board to get a
budget together to put before the town-
ship council early next month. He sug-
gested the board drop the $400 yearly
assessment to downtown business own-
ers in the SID. “As a council person, I
think it’s reasonable for this year,” he
said.

SPMC board member Tom Russo
said, “ I don’t think we can go forward.
I don’t think people are up in arms
about the assessment.”

Mayor Glover responded, “We don’t
have reserves. There is no one coming
to these meetings five years out.”

“If you own a commercial business,
you can’t spend $32 a month on an
assessment,” Mr. Russo said.

Mayor Glover then said, “People are
saying, ‘show me something.’”

The mayor also said the SPMC’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

James M. Foerst

Way, could bring between $22.4
and $25.8 million.

Mr. Balliet said either a lease or
sale of Runnells would take most of
2013 to complete. A sale of Runnells
would put the property on tax rolls
for county taxes. Currently, as a
government-owned property,
Runnells does not pay property
taxes.

Under either a sale or lease, cur-
rent Runnells employees would be-
come employees of the new opera-
tor.

In an effort to eliminate the county
subsidy, Complete Healthcare
looked at both revenue enhance-
ment and expense reduction oppor-
tunities. Mr. Balliet said his firm
found $1.8 million in additional
revenue sources along with $4.7
million in what the report termed
“operational efficiencies” which
could reduce Runnells’ debt by $6.5
million. The report indicated the
county subsidy, if all revenue addi-
tions and expense reductions were
implemented, would be reduced
from $17 million to $10.5 million,
but that change in the state’s Med-
icaid reimbursement rate could drop
revenues another $1.4 million to
$2.4 million, putting the county
subsidy at around $13 million.

Alfred Pino of the Pino Consult-
ing Group of East Windsor said
over the last six years, Medicaid
rates for Runnells ranged from $205
to $231 per bed per day. He said
Medicaid pays 80 percent of the per
diem rates per patients at Runnells.

“It’s been relatively flat the last
several years,” Mr. Pino said, noting
while Medicaid rates have been flat,
costs such as employee fringe ben-
efits and pension payments have risen.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked
what rate would be needed for the
hospital to break even, to which Mr.
Pino said a rate between $275 and
$300 per patient per day would be
needed.

“It’s a very tough situation for
county government to run a nursing
home with the very high employee
fringe benefits – a lot of vacation
leave and sick leave, holiday pay and
so forth really drive those numbers
up where you can’t compete with the
private sector,” Mr. Pino said.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Mr. Balliet said
the report’s estimate was based on
sales of other county hospitals and
not an appraisal of the property.

According to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors website, the 43-acre prop-
erty is assessed at $36.8 million.

County-run facilities have been
sold over the past two years in Sus-
sex, Burlington, Cumberland and
Salem Counties. Those sale prices
ranged from $7.5 to $15 million. Sale
prices are based on number of beds.
Runnells’ long-term care facility has
300 beds. The other four hospitals
sold ranged from 102 to 196 beds,
with the 196-bed Cumberland Manor
selling for $14 million, or $71,429
per bed, according to Complete
HealthCare’s report. Mr. Balliet said
Camden County is in the process of
selling its facility.

Facilities in Essex, Hudson and
Mercer Counties were sold over the
past 10 to 15 years, according to the
report.

Complete HealthCare also consid-
ered a sale of the 300 Runnells long-
term-care beds to an outside operator
with the county maintaining owner-
ship of the property. This type of
arrangement would net a sale price of

between $3.4 and $4.3 million for the
300-bed facility. The county would
have to do a short-term lease to the
new owner at Runnells while the new
operator built its own new facility.
The county would then renovate
Runnells and look for an alternative
use for the facility.

“This option is an option that is not
readily done,” he said, noting that
there currently is not a market for
such an arrangement.

Freeholder Chairwoman Linda
Carter asked the board’s Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee, chaired by Mr.
Sullivan, to consider the consultant’s
recommendations.

In other business, Freeholder
Sullivan said he would have a resolu-
tion for the Thursday, February 21
meeting for a 2-percent raise for the
county’s three constitutional officers
– County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi,
County Surrogate James LaCorte and
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. They
currently earn $142,728 each.

The freeholders also will vote on a
resolution to contract with Powell
Capital Markets, Inc. of Roseland as
a financial advisor for the county’s
proposed transfer of its two public
golf courses – Galloping Hill in Union
and Ashbrook in Scotch Plains – to
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority. Finance Director Bibi Taylor
said the firm would go back to 1997
to look at all the county’s bonded
debt to determine which debt is spe-
cifically related to golf operations.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Unami Park in Cranford, February 9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Runnells Hospital

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
CAUGHT...Union County Sheriff’s Officers return Plainfield High School teacher,
Jennalin M. Garcia-Calle, 28, to New Jersey to face sexual assault charges
stemming from an alleged sexual relationship with a 16-year-old male student.
She fled to Florida upon learning she was under investigation.

would have to be moved to the other
side and a non-conductive fence
would have to be installed.

He also said the field schedule re-
quests have been evaluated and the
department has been asked to increase
the slots for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Baseball League.

Assistant Recreation Director Steve
Dahl told the commission that there
are 120 children enrolled in the ski
program, which takes place at the
Shawnee ski area in Pennsylvania. He
also said that 130 girls, ranging from
kindergarten to grade 8, are signed up
for softball. Mr. Dahl added that reg-
istration will stop in mid-March. He
said that registration for senior Zumba
will start on Wednesday, February 20,
and that classes will begin on Mon-
day, February 25, at the townhouse at
Green Forest Park. The price is $5 for
residents and $10 for non-residents.
Mr. Dahl said the day camp is sold out,
with 260 children signed up and an-
other 50 on the waiting list. Mr. Poerio
said, “We have a one-to-10 ratio. I
wish we had more counselors.”

Commission Chairman Bob
Giordanella said, “The popularity and
positive reviews are great. You guys
are doing something right.”

On another issue, Mr. Poerio said he
is talking to the new borough engi-
neer, Remington, Vernick and Vena
Associates, about how to avoid the silt
problem at Brookside Pond. He also
said winterization of the pipes has
been done at the Brookside Park build-
ing, and that snow has been removed
from the park.

The next caucus meeting of the
commission will be Monday, Febru-
ary 25, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue; the next regular meeting will
be held Monday, March 11, at 8 p.m.
at the Scotch Hills Country Club, 820
Jerusalem Road.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Rec.

weekend’s snowfall. Commissioner
Kevin Campbell encouraged resi-
dents to keep their cars off the streets
in such situations to ensure ease of
plowing. If that is not possible, he
recommended neighbors to work
together to park their vehicles on
the same side of the streets.

Among the resolutions passed by
the committee on Tuesday was one
renewing the township’s animal con-
trol contract with Associated Humane
Society for 2013. Another resolution
authorized the refinancing of just over
$9 million in swim pool utility bonds.
Commissioner Kalnins lauded the
effort by township finance officials
in refinancing at a .5 percent rate and
added that other similar moves are
planned for some township debt in
order to take advantage of current
low interest rates.

The township committee also
passed a resolution expressing its
opposition to a proposed bill (S-
2511) in the State Senate amending
the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) that Mr. Kalnins said would
be “overly burdensome” on the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Council
township clerk “and on taxpayers
who’d have to pay for all the provi-
sions” being proposed.

At the start of the meeting, Deputy
Mayor O’Malley presented certifi-
cates to two local businesses —
Chapman Brothers Plumbing and
Rebel Barbecue —for their efforts
at adopting environmentally sus-
tainable practices as part of the lo-
cal Go Green initiative. Mayor
Hannen presented a resolution con-
gratulating Thomas Philip on
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
access the basement, which Mr.
Ross said leads to staffing conun-
drums regarding other potential uses
for that space. He also mentioned
the library’s outmoded computer
systems and electrical infrastruc-
ture.

Mr. Weiss addressed funding. He
noted that state funding has de-
creased 63 percent since 2005, and
municipal funding has decreased
10 percent since 2009. FML shares
services with Scotch Plains Public
Library (SPPL), but since the ini-
tiative to join that library did not
proceed, and SPPL also is facing
funding cuts, he cautioned that the
shared-service arrangement might
not last forever. Should SPPL dis-
continue the shared-service agree-

ment, FML would lose technical sup-
port, servers, cataloging capability
and more, Mr. Weiss said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr thanked the
FML presenters, calling the library’s
strategic plan “critical.” She lauded
the library’s “wonderful” program-
ming, and promised to call more
meetings with FML to define the
library’s core objectives and develop
partnerships and creative solutions to
meet those objectives in spite of limi-
tations of space and budget.

In other news, the mayor reported
making strides towards the proposed
police merger with Scotch Plains
through regular meetings this Janu-
ary, and also noted that Fanwood’s
police dispatching arrangement with
Union County will end in September.

HELPING HAND...Brandon Vassallo, Westfield High School Class of 2012 and
a freshman at the University of Delaware, donated $855 to the St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church in Bay Head. These proceeds were made possible by the
families and friends of Silver Beach, who purchased limited-edition “Rebuild the
Shore” apparel and phone cases from Brandon’s company, Affluence Surf and
Skate. St. Paul’s has been providing meals and a place where displaced families
can share meals and find a sense of community after losing their homes during
Hurricane Sandy.

Happy
Valentine’s

Day!

Simply Scotch Plains quarterly maga-
zine should have more advertising.

“I didn’t kill your ordinance (cre-
ating the SID). It is in default. What-
ever it is, we owe the council a bud-
get,” the mayor said. “I am fully
committed to working with the board
and with the council.”

The mayor went on to say, “I don’t
know how I’ll feel a year from now. My
point is we have money in the bank to
fund this operation. Business people
will say, ‘if I’m going to be assessed,
who is managing this operation?’ How
is the money going to be spent?”

Mayor Glover also commented,
“The downtown doesn’t look any
different, except for Darby Road
(Restaurant), which is an excellent
addition. If you don’t have the tax
levy, but the ordinance is still on the
books, you have to get a budget to
the council.”

“We should have a concert series,
a movie night, anything to bring
people to town. The municipal park-
ing lot should have a bigger sign,”
the mayor added.

Mr. Russo responded, “If we don’t
have a SID assessment, we have to

look at a budget to carry us over to
the next year.”

The meeting ended with the board
agreeing to get a budget to the coun-
cil in early March.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Justin Fahey for
The Scotch Palins-Fanwood Times
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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

NEW JUDGE...State Senate Minority Leader  Tom Kean (R-21, Westfield)
stands with Michael O’Neill following Mr. O’Neill’s confirmation on February 7
by the state Senate to be a judge of the state Superior Court in Somerset County.

Scutari Bill Would Eliminate Marriage
Waiting Period to Stimulate Tourism

New Board Formed on
Rahway River Watershed

REGION – With continued con-
cerns about the flooding in the
Rahway River watershed, a new re-
gional advisory board has been
formed to advise communities and
advocate for changes to ordinances
and implementation of best storm
water management practices includ-
ing to protect water quality and as
important an objective to reduce the
quantity of uncontrolled run off.

Meeting for its initial meeting in
Cranford, the new board has repre-
sentatives from Essex County to the
City of Rahway including member-
ship from 10 communities. Several
community environmental commis-
sion members, governing board mem-
bers and engineers are participating.

The members include: Vaclav
Benes (Millburn), Bob McCoy
(Maplewood), Jim Housten
(Rahway), Eric Benson (Essex
County), Alyson Miller (Spring-
field), Hortense Dias (Springfield),
Carol Berns (Cranford), Ed
O’Malley (Cranford), David
Schwartzberg (Fanwood), Frank
Klapinski (Cranford), Jennifer
Duckworth (Millburn and Essex
County), Kaitalin Gordon (Orange)
and John Hrebin (Cranford). The
board of advisors are Lynda Feder
of Rahway River Association and
Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott engi-

neering.
David Schwartzberg of Fanwood

and a member of the Rahway River
Association said, “The board will be
developing plans to implement and
to communicate through the indi-
vidual communities and the Mayors
Council Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, storm water manage-
ment education and proposed policy
changes that could make a difference
in the region.”

Cranford Deputy Mayor O’Malley
said, “[Hurricane] Irene changed
things and we have to look at this
issue in a more aggressive and seri-
ous light. The damages from Irene
were significant.”

Leo Coakley, advisor and engineer
said, “The regional approach will help
to ensure all residents in the region
understand that there are approaches
that can make a difference.”

The board decided on three 2013
major priorities including: a plan to
restore the flood plain in the water-
shed; development of best storm wa-
ter management practices putting
them where you can, and an im-
proved communication/education/
and ordinance proposals to make a
difference.

The next meeting of the board is
scheduled for Thursday, March 7 in
Springfield.

TRENTON – The state Senate last
week approved, by a vote of 25-9,
legislation sponsored by Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden) to
modify the state’s marriage and civil
union license requirements. The bill
is intended to give New Jersey’s tour-
ism and hospitality industry a com-
petitive edge over states across the
region.

“While New Jersey is a premier
destination for weddings, we can
make our state more attractive to tour-
ists by modernizing the process of
filing for a license and making it
easier for out-of-state consumers to
wed here,”  Senator Scutari said.
“Drawing more tourists to New Jer-
sey will also help to create jobs and to
boost our local economies.”

The measure, S-2399, would elimi-
nate the mandatory 72-hour waiting
period for issuance of a marriage or
civil union license after an application
is made — speeding weddings for
out-of-state consumers at New Jersey’s
many tourism destinations — delays
Sen. Scutari said now deprive local
economies of needed tourism dollars.

By eliminating the waiting period,
the Senator said it is hoped the mea-
sure would make New Jersey more
competitive with neighboring states,

including Pennsylvania (72-hour
waiting period), New York (24 hours),
Delaware (24 hours) and Maryland
(48 hours). Under the bill, New Jer-
sey would join Connecticut and
Rhode Island as the only states in the
northeast with no waiting period.
Thirty states allow couples to be is-
sued a marriage license on the date of
application.

Bramnick Rips Prieto
Remarks as ‘Politics’

TRENTON – Assembly Budget
Chairman Vincent Prieto (D-32,
Secaucus) has criticized state Trea-
surer Andrew P. Sidamon-Eristoff for
not appearing before the Assembly
Budget Committee to discuss Hurri-
cane Sandy relief funding.

“The treasurer’s failure to appear
today [February 7] to discuss con-
cerns about the administration’s us-
age of Sandy relief funding is an
absolute insult to the people of New
Jersey. The taxpayers deserve answers
to the many questions about whether
this money is being spent properly
with firms such as AshBritt (a Florida
firm that received a $100-million
contract for cleanup efforts from
Hurricane Sandy), but instead they
get political gamesmanship. That is
unacceptable,” Mr. Prieto said in a
statement. “The treasurer is being
disrespectful to this committee, but
most concerning, he’s being disre-
spectful to the taxpayers who pay his
salary and benefits and expect him to
do his job and provide answers to
basic questions. This is the fourth
time in recent months that the trea-
surer has failed to appear before this

committee to discuss important is-
sues. My patience has evaporated.”

In response, Assembly Republican
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) released the following
statement:

 “The Christie Administration is
trying to move forward with a plan to
get the money to the people as quickly
as possible, while Assembly Budget
Chairman Prieto is trying to slow
them down by playing politics with
Sandy Recovery. It was the leader-
ship of Prieto’s party that misman-
aged the state’s School Construction
Corporation and now would like to
take charge of the Sandy fund. Their
goal is to play politics in a gubernato-
rial election year. I would suggest
Chairman Prieto’s goal should be
working with the Christie adminis-
tration to make sure people get the
help they need without delay.

“There is no doubt the public trusts
the expertise of the Christie Adminis-
tration, which includes former fed-
eral prosecutors such as Comptroller
Matt Boxer. People realize that play-
ing politics with Sandy money is not
the way to move our state forward.”

Holt: USPS Should
Maintain 6-day Delivery

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) last week re-
leased the following statement about
reports that the U.S. Postal Service
intends to end mail delivery on Satur-
days later this year:

“For more than 200 years, the U.S.
Postal Service has done far more than
sell stamps and deliver letters. It has
built communities, united citizens,
and bound together our vast and di-
verse country. I am deeply concerned
that, if the Postal Service were to
follow through on this plan to slash
services in the pursuit of short-term
financial gain, it would sacrifice its
most crucial long-term competitive
edge: its renowned and respected sta-
tus as a core American institution.

“The USPS is not just another de-
livery service. Only the USPS goes,
in effect, every day to every address,
rich or poor, rural or urban, commer-
cial or residential.”

In the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, Rep. Holt is a cosponsor of
House Resolution 30, which says that
the U.S. Postal Service should main-
tain a six-day delivery schedule.

N.J. Senators Concerned
Over New Elevation Maps

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tors Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) and
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) have ex-
pressed their concern about the im-
pact that changes to base flood eleva-
tion maps by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) would
have on New Jerseyans who are still
struggling to recover and rebuild af-
ter Hurricane Sandy.

FEMA released Advisory Base
Flood Elevation (ABFE) maps for 10
New Jersey counties in December
and while these ABFEs are not final-
ized, FEMA’s regulations for assis-
tance and the state’s adoption of the
maps for these 10 counties give them
the force of law.

In a letter to FEMA Administrator
Craig Fugate, the Senators noted
these ABFEs represented a dramatic
increase over the current levels and
would require homeowners to spend
tens of thousands of dollars to el-
evate their home with pilings, which

is an expensive project, or be sub-
jected to increased flood insurance
premiums.

“We would urge FEMA to exercise
caution when making these decisions
because of the extraordinary impact
they are having on homeowners,” the
Senators wrote. “For many middle-
class homeowners, especially those
who just lost everything to Sandy,
these additional costs will simply be
too much to bear.”

On February 1, 2013, the Senators
called on the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) to make additional resources
available to New Jersey homeowners
who are in the process of rebuilding
after Sandy and have found their
homes subject to new elevation re-
quirements under FEMA’s interim
floodplain maps.

www.goleader.com

Smith Named Co-Chair
Of Heart, Stroke Panel

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
American Heart Association has ap-
plauded Representative Chris Smith
(R-4th) for accepting the position of
House Republican co-chair of the Con-
gressional Heart and Stroke Coalition.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.  – Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) recently met with Nancy
Kessler McCabe of Mountainside in his Capitol Hill office.  Ms. McCabe was in
Washington as part of the Council of Insurance Agents and Brokers’ Legislative
Leadership conference. During the meeting, Rep. Lance and Ms. McCabe
discussed federal rules and regulations impacting insurance agents and brokers.

Senate Passes Resolution to Place Min.
Wage Hike With Indexing on Ballot

TRENTON  –  The New Jersey
State Senate has voted in favor of
resolution, SCR1, which calls for a
constitutional amendment to raise
New Jersey’s minimum wage with
indexing. The resolution would place
the question on the 2013 fall election
ballot for voters to decide.

Under the resolution, the state’s
minimum wage would be increased
from the current rate of $7.25 an
hour to $8.25 an hour beginning
January 1, 2014. After that, any in-
crease in the minimum wage would
be indexed to the annual CPI. Voters
would get to decide the issue this
November.

The Senate’s action would put New
Jersey a step closer to joining 10
other states that have established au-
tomatic annual adjustments to the
minimum wage based on the rising
cost of living. Of those states, four
have established the program through
constitutional amendment.

An $8.25 per hour minimum wage
would generate approximately $195
million in additional economic activ-
ity and leading to the creation of over
1,700 full-time jobs, according to the
New Jersey Time to Care Coalition.

“SCR1 is the best way forward to

help guarantee that low-income work-
ing families in New Jersey have a
consistent wage standard that keeps
up with the ever-increasing expenses
for food, housing, utilities and trans-
portation,” according to a press re-
lease from New Jersey Time to Care
Coalition. “Raising the minimum
wage will help New Jersey’s hard
working families just when they need
it the most; and it will help move the
state’s economy forward.”

A previous bill, A-2162, which would
have raised the minimum wage with the
governor’s signature, was conditionally
vetoed by Governor Chris Christie.

“The governor failed to stand up for
working people in this state, so now
we are going to take this issue directly
to the voters,” Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) said. “It is
time to remove politics and politicians
from this process once and for all. The
people of New Jersey clearly support
this issue and I have no doubt that they
will overwhelmingly approve this
measure in the fall.”

Senator Joe Pennacchio (R-26,
Morris) bill amendment  to increase
and re-implement New Jersey’s
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
program was defeated.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Durbin Says Menendez
Should Not Resign

 U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.), who is facing questions over
allegations he used his political influ-
ence to help his Florida friend and
campaign donor, Dr. Salomon Melgen,
has received support from Senator Dick
Durbin (D-Illinois), who said Sen.
Menendez should not resign, accord-
ing to a report in The Washington Times.

“Senator Menendez has given us
an assurance that there is no sub-
stance to these charges,” Mr. Durbin
said on NBC’s Meet the Press on
Sunday, according to The Washing-
ton Times report. “It’s being looked at
by the Ethics Committee. Of course,
I can’t comment beyond that.”

Mr. Durbin said Mr. Menendez
should not resign from his seat.

The Star-Ledger reported that Dr.
Melgen sent $103,500 to Democratic
committees in four counties, includ-
ing Union County.
Newspaper Assoc. Disagrees With
Ending Saturday Mail Delivery
“The U.S. Postal Service’s an-

nouncement today that it intends to
maintain Saturday delivery of pack-
ages but abandon delivery of news-
papers is an indication USPS is mov-
ing further and further away from the
universal service the American pub-
lic expects,” National Newspaper
Association (NNA) President Merle
Baranczyk said. “This unfortunate
decision sees packages as profitable
but forgets the importance of money
in the mail for small businesses and
thousands of American communities
who depend upon local newspaper
delivery on Saturdays.”

Bill Would Create Fines, Jail
Time for Cigarette Smuggling
Legislation sponsored by Deputy

Assembly Republican Leaders Amy
Handlin (R-13, Monmouth) and An-
thony M. Bucco (R-25, Morris) that

increases fines and jail sentences for
illegal cigarette smuggling and avoid-
ing the payment of the appropriate tax
in New Jersey has been approved by
the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

The bill, A-3278, would stiffen the
penalties for offenses such as selling
cigarettes without a license, purchas-
ing or selling unstamped cigarettes
or refusing to produce business
records pertaining to the purchase,
sale or transportation of cigarettes.

Under New Jersey’s Cigarette Tax
Act, cigarette tax payments are evi-
denced by appropriately stamped
cigarettes packs. New Jersey resi-
dents are not permitted to possess or
consume untaxed, improperly
stamped or unstamped cigarettes.
Criminal and civil statutes apply in
either of these circumstances.

Sweeney Continues Attack
On Kean Over AshBritt

State Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) contin-
ued his attack on Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
this week regarding the state’s $100-
million contract to AshBritt for Hurri-
cane Sandy cleanup. “I asked Minor-
ity Leader Kean to pledge along with
me not to accept contributions from
AshBritt or their vendors. As I said
then, it’s time to walk the walk. So why
does Minority Leader Tom Kean re-
main silent on AshBritt and their politi-
cal connections? Is it because their
New Jersey vendor Conti construction
has made thousands in political contri-
butions to him in the last two years?”
Senator Sweeney said.

A previous statement from Sen.
Kean’s  called Sen. Sweeney’s com-
ments on AshBritt a “another temper
tantrum from a Senate President who
still cannot accept that voters chose
Chris Christie for Governor three years
ago.”

Assembly Panel OKs Bill to
Grant Col. Credit to Students

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver
(D-34, East Orange) and Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) to give students partici-
pating in the American Legion Jersey
Boys State or the American Legion
Auxiliary Jersey Girls State programs
college credit for successfully com-
pleting the week-long course in gov-
ernment was approved by a legislative
panel last week.

“These are exemplary students and
potential leaders in government,”
Asw. Oliver said. “Chosen for their
interest in civics and academic excel-
lence, the students deserve credit for
the intensive study and participation
that is required of them while in this
program. Let’s give them a head start
as a reward for their hard work.”

“The Boys and Girls State pro-
grams provide high school students
with a college-level curriculum that
instills in them a greater understand-

ing of our political system and gov-
ernment process,” Asm. Bramnick (R-
Westfield) said. “This week-long pro-
gram may be brief, but it is intense and
difficult. Colleges should be encour-
aged to consider granting college cred-
its to successful participants.”

Under the bill, public and indepen-
dent institutions of higher education
would be permitted to grant up to
three college credits to high school
students who successfully complete
the American Legion Jersey Boys
State or the American Legion Auxil-
iary Jersey Girls State programs. The
bill also would direct the Commis-
sion on Higher Education to encour-
age New Jersey colleges and univer-
sities to award students’ credit for
successful completion of the pro-
grams.

The Assembly Higher Education
Committee approved the legislation
and the measure will now be consid-
ered for a floor vote.

CSH Receives $5,000 Grant
MOUNTAINSIDE  - Children’s Spe-

cialized Hospital recently received a grant
of $5,000 from the Allstate Foundation
Good Hands Fund. The funds will be
used to support nonprofit organizations
that were affected by Hurricane Sandy.
The grant was received through Ron
Banksy, Allstate agent owner and active
member of Safe Kids Union County at
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

These funds will support upgrad-
ing the generators at CSH locations
in Mountainside and Toms River.
These two locations provide long-
term care services to patients who
live at these pediatric nursing homes.
Several patients rely on power to
support their ventilators and other

medical monitoring equipment, ac-
cording to a CSH press release.

Although all of the generators at
CSH operated efficiently and effec-
tively during Hurricane Sandy, the
funds that are going towards upgrad-
ing the generators will help expand
services to the community, and will
increase functional areas of the fa-
cilities if another crisis occurs.

 Susan Driscoll, community educa-
tor for CSH said  the Mountainside
hospital operated on emergency gen-
erator power for 78 hours during sandy.

A portion of the grant money will
be used for supplying safety equip-
ment, such as car seats and cribs to
families.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

Thank You to The Many People In
Westfield Who Helped Us

Westfield Mother Appreciates Support
And Urges Federal Action on Guns

Pig With Lipstick, Federal HHS
Is Not Very Accommodating

Thank You for Helping
Westfield Schools

The Education Fund of Westfield
would like to thank everyone who
made the second annual Rock 4
Schools a huge success. The bands
Pending, The Core, and 3rd Gear,
comprised of generous parents and
community members, did a fantastic
job entertaining the crowd and help-
ing the Ed Fund raise money in sup-
port of all our schools.

We are so fortunate to have so
many talented musicians in our midst!
Thank you to Crossroads for provid-
ing the perfect venue, and thank you
to all of the supporters who came out
to raise money in order to fund grant
requests from teachers in our public
schools.

Events such as Rock 4 Schools
help our schools stay a step ahead.
We can’t wait to do it again next year!

Amy Seid, Lori Kraemer
Westfield Ed Co-Presidents

There Are No Red Light Cameras In
Westfield; There Are No Such Plans

In a letter to the editor under the
heading, “WF Can Do Better Than
Becoming Part of Red-Light Camera
Scheme” in last week’s Westfield
Leader, it appears that the writer was
under the mistaken impression that
there are red light cameras in the
Town of Westfield.

Let me assure the writer as well as
all residents that there are no red-
light cameras at any intersection in
the Town of Westfield nor are there
any plans to install them here.

Sometimes people mistake the ve-
hicle detection monitors mounted on
the arms that hold the traffic signals
for red-light cameras. They are not.
Those sensing devices control the
timing of the traffic signal based on
the volume of traffic, replacing the
antiquated pressure plates and wires
that used to be imbedded in the road-
way pavement.

Again, I just want to clarify that
there are no red-light cameras in
Westfield.

Thank you.
Andy Skibitsky

Westfield Mayor

It is nice to know that the folks in
Westfield pitch in to help their neigh-
bors. Our home was one of the un-
lucky 12 that were declared uninhab-
itable after Hurricane Sandy hit on
October 29, 2012.

Christine and Matt Cosenza of State
Farm in Westfield were invaluable in
their assistance during a very trying
time for us and for them, as well.
Many thanks to you both.

Although we stayed in a motel for
three weeks, Denise Maran of Pru-
dential Properties in Westfield helped
us find a condo in Springfield, which
we could rent temporarily while our
house was being rebuilt. We have
been here for three months.

Thank you, Denise, for your kind-
ness, caring, and work ethic in find-
ing us a beautiful location that would
take our four dogs and us.

The next thanks goes to Steve Skaar
of Triangle Contracting and Painting
for his help in repairing a house that
was nearly destroyed. His teams were
both professional and courteous and
Steve is probably the most patient
contractor that ever existed. He an-
swered questions, gave advice, and

was always available when we needed
him.

Our final thanks goes to a group
that helped us financially to our com-
plete surprise. In early December we
received a letter and a form to fill out
for a grant. It seems the Westfield
United Fund formed a special com-
mittee to solicit funds for people in
Westfield who  suffered devastating
damage from the hurricane. We filled
out the form, never expecting finan-
cial help, so you can imagine our
surprise when we received a check
from the special fund.

Thanks to Deidre Gelinne, the ex-
ecutive director of the Westfield
United Fund and her committee for
the generosity. And thanks to all of
you in Westfield who contributed to
this special fund.

Thank you all for everything you
have done for us during this time. It is
our hope that we will be back in our
home shortly. It is also our hope that
we will be able to “play it forward”
when others in our community need
help.

Florence and Peter Duggan
Westfield

I would like to personally thank
Mayor Skibitsky for his public sup-
port of the community effort that
our grassroots group, N.J. Residents
For Action, and we as Westfield resi-
dents are taking to address gun vio-
lence in our country and our state. It
says a lot about our town when we
can come together on such an im-
portant initiative as this and the
Mayor has stepped up to the plate in
a very positive and broad public
way. I was thrilled to see him say
some very important things and pub-
licly galvanize the residents around
working to reduce gun violence. I
am especially very appreciative that
he listened to our voices and acted in
such a meaningful way.

He emphasized that these initia-
tives need to be taken on a federal
level with our Congressmen as well
as local and state officials.

The mayor also proposed a formal
town council resolution towards ad-
dressing gun violence. The resolu-
tion was passed and we can proudly
say we now that we have a commu-
nity that is dedicated in a public way
to protecting our children and reduc-
ing gun violence.

Our Mayor urged residents to con-
tact their legislators; State, Federal
and Gov. Christie’s task force to ex-
press their concerns and their voice.
Let’s take the lead. Call Rep. Leonard
Lance, Sen. Lautenberg, Sen.
Menendez, Asm. Bramnick and Sen.
Kean. Let your voice be heard. It

matters and it works. He also urged
us to go to the public meeting of Gov-
ernor Christie’s task force on Thurs-
day, February 8 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Rutgers Law University, Center for
Law and Justice,  Room 125, 123 Wash-
ington Street, Newark, N.J. 07102.

As I addressed the town council, I
thanked the mayor. I then added that
indeed we have been attempting to
address this issue with Congressman
Lance. It is imperative to understand
that our N.J. laws are only as good as
the next state over. If someone from
N.J. can go into PA. and buy military
assault rifles and high-capacity maga-
zine clips carte blanche at a gun show
with no questions asked, load them in
the trunk of their car, then they can
carry them into N.J. to murder our
children – we cannot allow that to
happen. That is why this must be
done on a Federal level and why we
have been pressing Congressman
Lance. That is why it is important for
our Governor to hear our voices as he
has an influential voice in this coun-
try. These laws must be passed on a
federal level protect us in N.J.

It was a very proud moment for
me as a mother, a Westfield resident
and as someone who together with
other committed Westfield residents
have been working tirelessly to try
and make our state and our country
safe.

Karen Egert
Westfield

The new and improved HHS [U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Services]
“accommodation” announced last
week is nothing more than last year’s
accommodation dressed up in an 80-
page document. Same pig as last year,
this time with lipstick. You can look
through the document at the Office of
the Federal Register website
(www.ofr.gov).

In a nutshell, contraceptive and
abortion coverage will still be pro-
vided; the religious organization will
not be directly providing such cover-
age. Sounds pretty much like last
year’s proposed accommodation. The
only real difference is with the defini-
tion of a religious organization: the
government has broadened its defini-

tion to include institutions that pro-
vide services (health, education, etc.)
to people irrespective of faith.

Companies like Hobby Lobby –
faithful Christians who own busi-
nesses and do not wish to provide
services that are in opposition to their
deeply held beliefs – are left dan-
gling in the wind. But this “accom-
modation” is much worse than just
that. Religious institutions will not
be providing such services directly,
they are just asked to be quiet and
look the other way while the services
are provided through their insurer.
That is being an accessory to an ob-
jectionable act, and it is outrageous.

Mickey O’Brien
Westfield

Origins of Valentine’s Day:
A Pagan Festival in February

www.history.com/topics/valentines-day - “Every Feb-
ruary 14, across the United States and in other places
around the world, candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged
between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But
who is this mysterious saint, and where did these tradi-
tions come from? ... this centuries-old holiday, from
ancient Roman rituals to the customs of Victorian En-
gland.”

“While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated
in the middle of February to commemorate the anniver-
sary of Valentine’s death or burial — which probably
occurred around A.D. 270 — others claim that the Chris-
tian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s
feast day in the middle of February in an effort to “Chris-
tianize” the pagan celebration of Lupercalia. Celebrated

at the ides of February, or February 15, Lupercalia was a
fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of
agriculture, as well as to the Roman founders Romulus
and Remus.” ... “Americans probably began exchanging
hand-made valentines in the early 1700s. In the 1840s,
Esther A. Howland began selling the first mass-produced
valentines in America. Howland, known as the “Mother
of the Valentine,” made elaborate creations with real lace,
ribbons and colorful pictures known as “scrap.” Today,
according to the Greeting Card Association, an estimated
one billion Valentine’s Day cards are sent each year,
making Valentine’s Day the second largest card-sending
holiday of the year. (An estimated 2.6 billion cards are
sent for Christmas.) Women purchase approximately 85
percent of all valentines.”

Valentine’s Day Restores
Faith In Fellow Man

February 21, 2008 - My fellow co-workers and I were
pictured in last week’s Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times at
Irma’s Hallmark preparing for Valentine’s Day.
This is always a very busy day, and in this very
busy lifestyle we all live in, it is sometimes a
last-minute holiday. Therefore, the stress is
there for all of us. I recently had several
situations that so restored my faith in human-
ity. Valentine’s Day is a day when we all want
to show our love and caring for one another.

One of my experiences was an elderly gentleman
purchasing a Valentine for his wife of 61 years, who had
just recently passed away a few months ago. He was
planning to still bring the card to her resting place and set
it there so she would know he was still there thinking of

her. It just filled my eyes when speaking to him, the love
he had and missed.

Others were the young fathers with their
children buying cards for “Mommy” along
with wives, husbands and loved ones buying
for each other. I have worked in this retail area
for over 25 years, and it can be so busy at times
that you sometimes don’t get a chance to see
how much good there is in all of us.

It sometimes takes a day like Valentine’s
Day, but whatever the day or case may be, at least it’s there
and that’s what’s important. There are many good, caring
and loving people out there in this hectic world we live in.
That is so-ooo a good thing; So very happy to be part of
it. By Millie Wagner, Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note:
According to NJ.com - Nearly a

half-million people who received
[Red Light] tickets in N.J. up until
July 25, 2012 will receive average
refunds of $6 under a $4.2-million
settlement in a class-action suit. Fines
ranged between $85 and $140 each.

The refunds apply to motorists who
received tickets in the cities of Jersey
City, Linden and Rahway; the bor-
oughs of Glassboro, Palisades Park
and Roselle Park; and the townships
of Brick, Deptford, East Brunswick,
East Windsor, Gloucester, Lawrence,
Monroe, Piscataway, Pohatcong,
Union, Wayne and Woodbridge.

Woman Appalled Over Federal Gun
Laws; Local Leaders Dance-Around
I was appalled at the tepid resolu-

tion issued by Westfield Mayor
Skibitsky relating to gun violence. Is
it unrealistic to expect that any of our
elected officials in this area - Con-
gressman Lance, Mayor Skibitsky,
State Senator Kean, Asm. Bramnick,
Asw. Munoz - advocate specific steps
to take in order to reduce gun vio-
lence? None of these officials will

take a definitive position on banning
assault weapons and high-capacity
ammunition clips and the adoption
of universal background checks. Citi-
zens deserve some accountability, not
the typical dance-around-the-issue
scenario we get from these leaders.

Patricia Kotler
Westfield

County Needs to Reduce Debt
If Taxes Are to Be Stabilized

Union County Manager Al Faella unveiled an
executive budget of $506 million last week with a
proposed tax levy of $321 million. Although the tax
levy in the executive budget is $19 million over last
year, we expect this number to drop by a few million
as the county moves some of its operations – such as
golf and Runnells Specialized Hospital — out of the
county budget.

While the county manager has blamed much of the
budget woes on low Medicaid reimbursement rates
for Runnells and the cost of running the jail, in our
opinion, debt and lifetime benefits are big drivers.

Debt has reached $560 million. The debt payment
for 2013 is jumping $7 million to $57 million. The
county has been drunk on borrowing in recent years.
This debt forces reducing the operating budget,
which the Freeholders find to be no easy feat.

There also are guarantees approved by the Free-

holders to back debt for Union County Improvement
Authority projects. We are not sure how this might
impact the county in the future.

A report on Runnells (please see story on page 1)
has found that operating debt at Runnells will con-
tinue to grow. This means the county will be forced
to lease or sell the facility. The same may be coming
to the Watchung Stable, although its debt is “only”
$600,000. Unloading the $50-million county jail is
a wish of the county, but it may not be practical.

The county may be faced with merging the county
police department with the sheriff’s department.
Union County is one of only two counties that still
have county police. The sheriff’s proposed budget
for this year is $16.9 million and the county police
budget is $8.3 million.

Trimming operating costs is essential – but it’s too
little, too late. Debt must be paid.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Radeau – A raft
2. Davit – A boat hoist used for raising

and lowering smaller boats
3. Tarve – To bend or turn
4. Abaddon – Angel of the bottomless

pit
CTENIDIUM

1. Respiratory organ of a mollusk
2. A thousand of anything
3. A Roman mineral bath
4. A horsefly

ADMINICLE
1. To ridicule
2. To force or drive out; expel
3. Help; support
4. Enslave or imprison

CONCULCATE
1. To mix or jumble
2. To waver or sway
3. To chill or harden
4. To trample under foot

BANIAN
1. A Hindu trader or merchant
2. A heavy barge used for freight
3. A bold, boisterous girl; a tomboy
4. A cavern or large cave

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Sandy Hero Among
Animal Hall Of Fame
FLORHAM PARK – The New Jersey

Veterinary Medical Association
(NJVMA) Animal Hall of Fame Com-
mittee has selected five dogs, one cat, one
horse, and two animal welfare advocates
for induction into the 18th Annual
NJVMA Animal Hall of Fame.

A rescued dog that dedicated his life to
protecting the community, three dogs
and a cat that participate in various vol-
unteer services, a horse that provides
emotional supportive therapy to at-risk
youth, an advocate who works to save the
lives of abandoned rabbits, a dog who
offers comfort to those in times of hard-
ship, and an emerging hero who sacri-
ficed to help restore hope and rebuild
lives in the wake of Hurricane Sandy,
will all be honored on March 3 with
induction into the 18th Annual NJVMA
Animal Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame inductees are:
K-9 Tyson: While he served the State

of New Jersey, he also served as a best
friend, partner, and hero. Tyson, a Ger-
man Shepherd-Akita mix, served the K-
9 unit of the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Department for nine years, specializing
in explosives detection. He dedicated his
life to saving others including the com-
munity he served, the policemen he kept
from danger, and the partner he loved.

Lexi, Remi, Riese And Buttons: This
group of extraordinary animals exhibits
patience not easily found in humans. As
they work to engage and inspire, these
animals freely give of themselves by par-
ticipating in volunteer services in librar-
ies, nursing homes and hospitals, while
simultaneously easing the minds of those
around them.

Straw: While most therapy horses pro-
vide physical supportive therapy to help
heal individuals, Straw takes a different
approach towards therapy by providing
emotional comfort and encouragement
to individuals where they need it most:
their soul. Straw, an American Quarter
Horse, is known for her work with veter-
ans with Post-traumatic stress disorder,
youth groups, and bereaved children.

Cathy Genna: As a long-time rabbit
advocate, she works to educate the public
about the needs of rabbits, including
proper nutrition, health care, and envi-
ronmental enrichment and emphasizes
the uniqueness of each rabbit. Over the
years, she has placed over 300 rabbits.

Petey: This small dog with a big per-
sonality gives new meaning to the phrase
“working like a dog” – comforting cli-
ents with hardships.

Christine Seminerio: During Hurricane
Sandy, Christine Seminerio established a
temporary evacuation shelter and touched
the lives of the families and animals that
needed help most. Leaving her own fam-
ily behind, Christine spent four weeks at
the shelter, providing medical care for
the animals.

The luncheon honoring this year’s in-
ductees will begin at noon at the Hamilton
Park Conference Center in Florham Park.
The event is open to the public. See ticket
information at www.njvma.org.

Community News

See more letters on page 5
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Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey. All events subject to change or cancellation. 

RAISE MONEY IN STYLE
LOCAL NON-PROFIT GROUPS RAISED 

A COMBINED TOTAL OF OVER
 $575,000 LAST YEAR 

FIND OUT HOW 
AND APPLY TODAY

Get all the details about how your non-profit group
can participate in our next event at our Westfield store 

Tuesday, April 30th and apply at lordandtaylor.com/dogood

IT’S SO EASY TO REAP 
THE BENEFITS 

• We plan a day of savings and events

• We host a kick-off event and provide you 
with admission tickets to sell for $5 each 

• We offer ticket purchasers some of our best savings offers, 
even on cosmetics & fragrances, with the fewest exclusions 

of any Lord & Taylor savings pass 

• Your group keeps ALL the ticket proceeds 

• Your group can earn even MORE in our contests

DO GOOD. 
S H O P  S M A R T.

A FUNDRAISING SHOPPING EVENT

Westfield Regional Board of Health
Sets 2013 Goals, Reviews 2012

Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
Recaps Storm Efforts; Praises DPW

The Westfield Board of Health met
on February 4. We achieved most of
our 2012 goals. The Township of
Cranford joined us as the eighth town
to share services and help us all to
achieve economies of scale. We
passed a resolution to ban cigarette
smoking in public parks and recre-
ational facilities. Because of the high
quality of our services, the State
Health Department chose the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment to pilot test a new inspection
standardization model. However, we
abandoned our effort to obtain com-
munity water fluoridation to promote
dental health due to insurmountable
barriers outside of Westfield.

New goals for 2013 include further
improving the cost-effectiveness of
services and expanding our health
communication, education and sup-
port services for residents and busi-
nesses. For example, we will im-
prove our website,
www.westfieldnj.gov/health, and ex-
pand our training resources for retail
food establishments.

The board reviewed the tragic death
of a Westfield child from influenza
and the high level of influenza this
year. We resolved to increase our
efforts to communicate to residents,
and especially parents, the impor-
tance of immunizing children as well
as adults to prevent influenza and
other vaccine-preventable diseases
and deaths.

The case of a child in town who
had an elevated lead level was also
reviewed. The Westfield Regional
Health Department, with the Build-
ing Department, conducted a thor-
ough multidisciplinary investigation,
identified the source of environmen-

tal lead and intervened. The child
now has lead levels within normal
limits.

The Health Department is spon-
soring health screenings with Over-
look Medical Center  in the munici-
pal building. A free hearing screen-
ing will be on Thursday, February 21,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. A bone density
screening will be on Thursday, March
21, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and re-
quires a $10 charge. For more infor-
mation about these programs and to
register, please call the Overlook
Medical Center Community Health
Department at 1-800-247-9580.

In addition, a free cardiac health
fair, including cholesterol, glucose and
blood pressure testing, is being of-
fered on Saturday, February 16 at the
Short Hills Hilton Hotel Ballroom;
registration is required by calling 1-
800-247-9580. A free Komen screen-
ing and mammography program is
being offered to women without health
insurance on Saturday, March 23, at
the Breast Center at Overlook. Regis-
tration is required by March 15 by
calling (908) 522-3534.

Finally, the board formally recog-
nized the supervisors and staff of the
health department for their dedica-
tion, professionalism and efforts dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy. Information
about all of the department’s activi-
ties is available on its website
www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the February 4
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our March 4 meeting,
which starts at 5:30 p.m. in the mu-
nicipal building. The public is invited
to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s note: Mayor Quattrocchi’s
letter was posted on the Internet

*****
Based on the reports from Police

Chief Bruce Underhill it appears that
Garwood escaped the recent massive
snowstorm unscathed; there were no
reports of downed trees, wires or loss
of electrical power. While we received
about eight to 10 inches of snow, our
neighbors in Roselle were hit with
about 14 inches, according to televi-
sion news reports.

Our DPW is again to be com-
mended as they did a wonderful job
keeping the borough roads clear of
snow to ensure that emergency ve-
hicles could have safe passage. They
were on the situation early on and
continued working throughout the
night. There were also numerous
sightings of plows on the state and
county roads here in Garwood also
around the clock.

Unfortunately, it was necessary to
issue parking summonses for vehicles
which were not removed from the
borough roadways in accordance with
the borough ordinance for snow plow-
ing. This is not a new situation and
residents would do well to be proac-
tive and ensure that they do have a
place to put their vehicles in the event
that a snowfall occurs that leaves
three inches or more on our road-
ways.

Also, residents and property own-
ers should also be cognizant that they
will be issued a summons if they do
not clear public sidewalks within 24
hrs. of a weather event — this in-
cludes both ice and snow. Even though
one may be invigorated by the pris-
tine surroundings and crisp clean air
following a snowfall, we urge folks
to realize that shoveling snow is the
same as any other aerobic activity. If
you are not physically able to do a
full aerobic workout, do not think
you will be able to shovel your own
driveway and it is advisable to do
some warm-up exercises prior to
shoveling regardless of your age.

Your health is worth the small in-
vestment of paying someone to clear
the snow for you. If you have a land-
scaper cutting the lawn, for a small
fee, they will do the shoveling and it is
worth the investment. Or perhaps a
neighbor’s son or daughter would be
up to the task for a small monetary fee.

Downed power lines are still a con-
cern with the winds in the storm’s
aftermath; some tree branches still
are covered in snow and can create
hazardous situations. Residents are
urged to refrain from going near any

downed wires and should report such
situations to the energy provider,
PSE&G, by contacting 1-800-436-
7734. Please be prepared to give the
nearest cross street or the number of
a nearby pole, there is a metal tag
attached to each pole.

Also gas leaks can be a problem
with the frozen ground and should be
reported directly to Elizabethtown
Gas at 1-800-4009.

Residents are reminded that if they
do not have heat or loose electrical
service they can go to the Garwood
Police Department 24/7 and get warm
while the problem is being rectified.
Our Garwood Police Department has
been out knocking on the doors of
our seniors through the recent very
cold weather conditions, these
“wellness checks” are an important
component of our community polic-
ing procedures. However, they will
never take the place of neighbors
checking on neighbors. We urge resi-
dents to check on their elderly and
infirmed neighbors and friends en-
suring that they do have adequate
heat and food supplies in the house
for a few days as well as clear side-
walks and exterior staircases to allow
access in the event of an emergency.

Due to the storm Garwood’s Lin-
coln School had an early dismissal on
Friday and will resume their normal
schedule on Monday 2/11. It has been
reported that all highways are open
with dry pavement conditions by
nightfall to reduce the threat of ice.
Most customers without power are
concentrated in the southern parts of
the state and flooding is localized to
those regions that experienced more
rain than snow.

It has been reported [Sunday] by
NJ Transit that though bus service
has been restored to all areas custom-
ers should expect some delays due to
local road conditions and to allow
extra time to reach their destinations.
Trains have resumed their regular
schedules. All in all NJ, Union County
and specifically Garwood fared well
through the storm in comparison to
areas of N.Y. and into New England
where mail delivery service was sus-
pended and towns were the recipi-
ents of 36 and even 40-inch snow-
falls.

We should all now see where our
short comings are and be able to
rectify those areas of concern going
forward as the winter is certainly far
from over.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

N.J. Assembly Seeks Subpoena Power
Over N.Y.-N.J. Port Authority

News Release

TRENTON – The Assembly Trans-
portation committee on Monday ad-
vanced legislation, sponsored by
Deputy Speaker John Wisniewski,
extending the committee’s subpoena
power related to its investigation of
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, according to an Assem-
bly Majority (Democratic) Office
press release.

The subpoena power is set to ex-
pire in March, but the resolution (AR-
91) would extend the authority until
the end of the legislative session on
January 14, 2014.

The panel sent subpoenas to four
top Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey officials in October after
they failed to adequately respond to
Assembly inquiries about the
agency’s toll increases, Gov.
Christie’s decision to cancel a Hudson
River commuter rail tunnel project
and potential patronage hiring from
the governor’s office.

Asm. Wisniewski said the agency
failed to respond adequately even to
the subpoenas.

“The Port Authority has provided
limited and incomplete responses to
the committee’s subpoenas, and the
committee cannot fulfill its charge
without full and complete documen-
tary and testimonial evidence,” Asm.
Wisniewski said. “We have given the
Port Authority numerous chances to
cooperate but time and time again it
fails to adequately do so. This is an
out-of-control agency acting more
like a kingdom than one created to
serve the public, so with our basic
questions remain unanswered, this
fight on behalf of the public will
continue.”

The resolution continues the As-
sembly Transportation, Public Works
and Independent Authorities Com-
mittee as a special committee of the
General Assembly to investigate all
aspects of the finances of the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey, including, but not limited to, the
recently proposed 10-year capital
plan, the allocation of the revenue
generated from the recently imposed
toll increase plan and where that rev-
enue is being spent, and the salary,
overtime and other compensation
paid to officers and employees of the
authority.

“This is all public information,”
Asm. Wisniewski said. “The Port
Authority’s refusal to cooperate begs
the question of what exactly it’s try-
ing to hide, but this committee will
continue to look into these concerns
on behalf of beleaguered toll payers
and commuters.”

For the purposes of carrying out its
charge, the resolution confers upon
the committee all the powers con-
ferred under the laws and the Consti-
tution of the State of New Jersey and
the United States, including, but not
limited to, the following powers: to
issue subpoenas to compel attendance
and testimony of persons and the
production of books, papers, corre-
spondence, and other documents; to
hold hearings, take testimony under
oath, and receive documentary or
physical evidence; to convene a meet-
ing or hearing to determine the ad-
equacy of the return and rule on the
objection if a return on a subpoena or
order for the production of documen-
tary evidence is incomplete or ac-
companied by an objection; to utilize
the powers provided under R.S.52:13-
3 or hold the Port Authority in con-
tempt of the committee; to make to
the General Assembly any recom-
mendations by report or resolution;
to respond to any judicial or other
process, or to make application to the
courts of this state, any other state, or
the United States; to report possible
violations of any law to appropriate
federal, State, or local authorities;
and to adopt additional rules or pro-
cedures.

This resolution expires at noon on
Tuesday, January 14, 2014.

 “I remain hopeful the Port Au-
thority will do the right thing and
begin acting in straightforward and
transparent manner, but evidence
shows that’s unfortunately unlikely,”
Asm. Wisniewski said. “With this
additional authority, the committee
will be prepared to do the right thing
on behalf of the public.”

The October subpoenas were de-
livered to: Patrick Foye, Port Author-
ity executive director; Bill Baroni;
Port Authority deputy executive di-
rector; Karen E. Eastman, Port Au-
thority  board secretary, and Daniel
D. Duffy, Port Authority FOI admin-
istrator;

The bill now goes to the full As-
sembly. As an Assembly resolution,
it only requires full Assembly ap-
proval before taking effect.

The subpoenas came after Port Au-
thority officials failed to respond to
repeated information requests by the
Assembly Transportation Committee
following a series of scathing audits
and reports of waste, abuse and mis-
management at the multi-billion dollar
bi-state agency, according to the re-
lease.

News Briefs Daily
www.goleader.com

Review of Concert Was Cogent But
Without Words of Encouragement

My wife and I attended the Choral
Art Society of New Jersey concert on
January 26th and found it to be a solid
performance and very enjoyable. As
such, I have some serious concerns
regarding Barbara Thomson’s review
of that concert published in The
Westfield Leader on February 7. Ms.
Thomson is a highly-accomplished
musician and her review is both co-
gent and knowledgeable.

What I object to are the parts of her
review that roundly criticize a prom-
ising student orchestra that obviously
worked hard and performed well
throughout the concert and the four
student soloists who sang the solo
and quartet parts of Mozart’s Spar-

row Mass. Ms. Thomson seems to
stress in her review that a “profes-
sional” organization such as Choral
Art should have “professionals” as
co-performers.

It is my impression that Choral Art
is not a professional group, but an
amateur group of talented voices that
enjoys learning and performing a
wide spectrum of choral works. I also
recall Ms. Thomson’s review of a
Choral Art concert some two years
ago in which she severely criticized
the “professional” orchestra for hav-
ing out of tune instruments and caus-
ing four interruptions in the concert
due to faulty playing. The student
orchestra at this most recent concert
was far more accomplished.

Overall, I found Ms. Thomson’s
review to be very discouraging for
aspiring young artists. There is much
criticism in her review, but there are
no words of encouragement. I sug-
gest that we all need to support our
future musicians and not disparage
the outcomes of their hard work and
dedication.

John Wieting
Westfield

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-6:00 • Sunday 1-5 • Closed Wednesday
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 - 7623 

Stickley • Henkel Harris • Harden • Kindel • Karges • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • DR Dimes and More

Valley Furniture Shop

SHIFMAN MATTRESS

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
MATTRESS  SALE

5 DAYS ONLY

FIND STOREWIDE SAVINGS ON OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY NOW!

SAVE 50%
On Our Most Popular Styles

Or, We’ll DOUBLE Your 
Rebate Savings On All Premium Sets*
Instant Savings to $480*

HHAANNDDCCRRAAFFTTEEDD QQUUAALLIITTYY •• EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL CCOOMMFFOORRTT•• TTWWOO--SSIIDDEEDD MMAATTTTRREESSSSEESS •• NNAATTUURRAALL MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS

CRYSTAL
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 490 $245
FULL EA. PC. 670 $335
QUEEN SET1390 $695
KING SET 2310 $1155

JADE
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 670 $335
FULL EA. PC. 850 $425
QUEEN SET 1800 $900
KING SET 2880 $1440

DIAMOND
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC.2570 $1285
FULL EA. PC.3140 $1570
QUEEN SET3440 $1720
KING SET 4850 $2425

SATURN*
*AFTER

SUGG. DOUBLE
RETAIL SALE SAVINGS

TWIN EA. PC.1630 899 $854
FULL EA. PC.19701099 $1009
QUEEN SET43002449 $2269
KING SET 6140 3449 $3209

ROYAL COMFORT*
*AFTER

SUGG. DOUBLE
RETAIL SALE SAVINGS

TWIN SET 4190 2449 $2329
FULL SET 5020 2949 $2769
QUEEN SET59403499 $3259
KING SET 7980 4699 $4219

Additional Styles Starting at $159 ea. pc.

Pillow Top

*See Store for Details. 50% Off Crystal, Jade and Diamond. Valley Furniture Shop will Double the Shifman Instant Rebate Savings Program. 
Not Valid on Floor Samples or Prior Purchase. No other offers apply.

THE FINEST HANDMADE MATTRESSES IN THE WORLD®

MADE IN THE USA

55 DDaayyss
OOnnllyy!!

Monitoring Dental Disease
Concerning Your Pets

WESTFIELD – Dental disease is
the most common disease diagnosed
in dogs and cats. Unchecked dental
disease can lead to serious health prob-
lems such as heart, kidney
or liver disease. Many of
these problems can be
avoided by routine profes-
sional dental care provided
by Westfield Animal Hos-
pital veterinarians and good
preventative care at home.

One of the first signs of
dental disease is bad breath.
Another common sign is a
yellowish-brown coating on
teeth called plaque, which
needs to be removed before it progresses
to more serious dental disease. Other
signs include loss of appetite, difficulty
eating, painful red or swollen gums and
loose or missing teeth.

When these signs occur, a dental
procedure is necessary. This proce-
dure is more involved in pets because
we cannot tell them to keep their
mouths open, rinse and spit as our
dentist instructs us. Therefore, pets
require anesthesia and careful moni-
toring before, during and after the
procedure to ensure safety. On the
other hand, the instruments and tech-
niques used are quite similar to the
ones used on people.

Preventative care is the best medi-
cine to ensure your pet’s teeth remain
healthy. Daily brushing is ideal to
prevent dental disease, but make sure

you use veterinary toothpaste,
as human toothpaste can prove
toxic if swallowed. If brush-
ing is not possible, there are a
variety of other products and
specially formulated diets.
The Academy of Veterinary
Dentistry recommends Hill’s
Science Diet TD as the food
of choice. Make sure you have
your pet’s teeth checked at all
routine examinations to en-
sure they have a bright smile!

Westfield Animal Hospital at 357
South Avenue East is a full service
animal hospital that provides preven-
tative dental care as well as dental
procedures. Call (908) 233-6030 to-
day to schedule a dental procedure
and receive $50 off. An appointment
must be made before March 31, 2013
and this article must be mentioned in
order to receive $50 off your dental
procedure. This offer does not apply
to specialty dental procedures. Limit
one $50 offer per visit and not valid on
prior services or with any other offer.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Courtesy of Brandon Givens for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARVESTING THE RAIN…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
resident of Cranford, recently attended an event entitled “Harvesting the Rain: Green
Infrastructure for a Healthier Rahway Watershed” at the Cranford Community
Center. The event was sponsored by the Association of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions and focused on improvements to storm water management. Pictured are
Freeholder Kowalski, left, and Julie Lange Groth, Resource Center director.

February: The Month of Love

Peter M. Kalellis

Reflections by Peter M. Kalellis
A local therapist

When we raise the question, “what
is love?” it is like asking,
“what is God?” Our finite
minds cannot easily define
love. And all descriptions
of love by poets, wise teach-
ers and sages tend to be
inadequate, for love is the
essence of life and life it-
self is a mystery.

What is true love? What
starts in the eyes, abides in
the mind and anchors in the
heart, nature’s cunning way
of maintaining procreation and inti-
macy, could be but a sensual attrac-
tion. Genuine love transcends sensu-
ality, when a man and a woman sur-
render to a sacred union whose pur-
pose is to encourage, support each
other’s growth and fulfill their poten-
tial as mates.

Love can be the source of great joy,
when there are not strings attached to
the loving process. When people show

respect for one another’s personality
and well-being, share responsibili-
ties and are interested in each other’s

happiness. A love that lasts
is spontaneous and comes
from within. Once it starts,
it must be maintained and
reinforced; otherwise it
fades and dies.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis is a
licensed psychotherapist and
author of eight self-help
books currently in the mar-
ket. He offers Individual,
Marriage and Family
Therapy at his office, 232 St.

Paul Street in Westfield, N.J.
Phone: (908) 232-6118; E-mail:

kalellis717@verizon.net; website:
www.PeterKalellis.com.

Individuals facing personal problems
or couples in troubled relationships
experience VIP service, find relief and
supportive solutions in my office.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Senior Advisory Committee
Announces Trips For 2013

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor three trips for the
2013 year. As in the past, these trips
are offered at a less expensive cost
per participant due to the Township
of Scotch Plains underwriting the
cost of transportation.

The first trip will be to the Royal
Manor in Garfield on Wednesday,
April 24. A four-course luncheon will
be featured along with a show spot-
lighting the music of Elvis Presley
and Liberace.

For Wednesday, August 14, the
committee is in the planning stage
for a visit to the Crystal Point Yacht
Club in Point Pleasant. Menu offer-
ings will include chicken, tilapia or
prime rib. Participants will be asked
to choose their entrée at registration.
The show will be A Song and a
Smile, showcasing the music of
Bobby Darin, Bobby Vinton and
Frank Sinatra.

The final trip will be to the Count
Basie Theatre in Red Bank for a mati-
nee performance of Damn Yankees
on Sunday, September 29.

All registrations must be made in
Room 113 of the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 430 Park
Avenue. All pertinent details will be

included on a flyer. Interested indi-
viduals cannot call the office for de-
tails until approximately a month
before each scheduled trip. They will
be advised the information is not yet
available for dissemination.

Specialist to Speak
On Stroke Issues

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer a Lunch and Learn pro-
gram for adults this session entitled
“Every Second Counts….Stroke Ad-
vancements” on Wednesday, February
20, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. It will take
place at the Main “Y” facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Dr. Kyle Chapple, neurosurgical
specialist at Saint Barnabas Medical
Center, will discuss the signs and
symptoms of stroke, current treat-
ments and advancement in treatments.

A light lunch will be included. Mem-
bers and non-members are welcome
to attend. There is a nominal registra-
tion fee for this program. Interested
persons must register by Friday, Feb-
ruary 15, at the Welcome Center of the
Main “Y” facility. For more informa-
tion, call Lynne Applebaum at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 239, or e-
mail lapplebaum@westfieldynj.org.

Library Invites Public to Go
On Literary ‘Blind Dates’

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library invites adult patrons to
celebrate Valentine’s Day and Library
Lover’s Month by checking out a
“blind date” – a wrapped book to take

home and enjoy – during the weeks
of February 18 through March 1.

A few simple rules apply: Partici-
pants can not open the package until
they get home; they must promise to
read at least the first 50 pages, and
they must complete a brief “review
form” indicating whether they did or
did not like the book and why.

If an individual does not like the book
after the first 50 pages, he or she can just
return it and choose another if they wish
to “date” again. All participants who
turn in a review in this “dating” event
will have their name entered into a ran-
dom drawing for a prize, to be drawn at
3 p.m. on Friday, March 15.

Since February is “Library Lover’s
Month,” the staff at the library thought
this would be an interesting way to
introduce readers to some books and
new authors they might otherwise
not choose for themselves and ex-
pose them to different genres, period
pieces and some non-fiction.

The Garwood Public Library, lo-
cated at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, is open Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The li-
brary will be closed on Monday, Feb-
ruary 18, in observance of Presidents’
Day. For further information, call the
library at (908) 789-1670.

Anthony Loomis
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Congregation Beth Israel
To Hold ‘Purim Palooza’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold “Purim
Palooza,” a family Purim celebra-
tion, on Sunday, February 24, from
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. This event will be
free and open to the community.
Participants are encouraged to wear
costumes, as is customary during
the Jewish holiday of Purim.

Families are invited to a kid-
friendly Purim service starting at 9:30
a.m. The Megillah, the Book of Esther
traditionally read on Purim, will be
read in an abbreviated form to appeal
to children. The Megillah will be
read in its entirety at Purim services
on Saturday, February 23, at 8 p.m.

A Purim carnival will follow from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The carnival will
feature a bouncy house, games, food
and prizes. There also will be a cos-
tume parade.

“Purim Palooza is a fun way for
Jewish families in the community to
celebrate the holiday of Purim and, at
the same time, to see what it is like at
our synagogue and our religious
school,” said Elly Bauman, education
director of Congregation Beth Israel.

Congregation Beth Israel is an egali-
tarian Conservative synagogue, serv-
ing the religious, cultural, educational
and social needs of congregants from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield and
surrounding communities. Its award-
winning religious school offers classes
from pre-school through 12th grade, as
well as special-needs instruction. Syna-

gogue membership is not required for
programs through second grade.

For more information, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

Pancake Breakfast
Is Set For March 3

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
March 3, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $7; children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets can be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.

This is one of many fundraisers for
this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities and
community activities, with a special
emphasis on organizations through-
out the area that serve the blind and
visually impaired.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Pancake Breakfast or to
reserve a place, call Pancake Break-
fast Chairman Ron Kelly at (908)
753-8218.

Temple Emanu-El Students
Bring Help to New Orleans

WESTFIELD – Seventeen students
from Temple Emanu-El’s Gesher
L’Kesher (“a bridge to connection”)
program, a peer leadership program
for 11th and 12th graders, worked in
New Orleans’ Lower Ninth Ward
January 17 to 21 restoring the area
from the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina that still exists seven years
after the catastrophic flooding.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mitch L. Landrieu, mayor of New
Orleans, acknowledged their volun-
teer work, which included helping to
build a community garden and pre-
paring a sports field for the children
who live in the Lower Ninth Ward.
The group also received an award,
signed by Mayor Landrieu, recog-
nizing their efforts.

Temple Emanu-El’s Cantor Martha
Novick, who also led the first trip to
New Orleans in 2011, and Rabbi Sarah
Smiley, director of the Gesher L’Kesher
program, were the group leaders.
Michael Kenny, the temple’s building
supervisor, and Carol Yanow, temple
member, also helped to guide the group.

Participants included seniors Marc
Brody, Lee Goldberger, Jake
Greenberg, Jessica Kenny, Jen
Mandelblatt, Samantha Meltzer and
David Solomon, and juniors Gaby
Bleisch, Eric Cantor, Max Glazer,
Jenna Helfand, Jake Katz, Mandy
Katz, Rebecca Kraus, Amanda
Schwarz, Dara Tucker and Matt
Wornow.

The group spent Thursday repair-
ing the City Park and serving dinner at
the New Orleans Mission. On Friday
they started the day by packing and
sorting food to provide children’s
weekend food at Second Harvest Food

Bank, which serves all of southern
Louisiana. More than two-and-a-half
tons of food was packed for distribu-
tion in three hours. Friday afternoon,
and during the day on Saturday, their
time was spent working at the Lower
Ninth Ward Sustainable Engagement
and Development program.

Friday evening was the highlight
for most of the Gesher L’Keshers,
when they shared a home-cooked din-
ner and spent time listening to stories
and experiences with members of St.
John’s Church and Social Ministry.

On Saturday evening, the group
was treated to a presentation by
Deanna Vandiver, executive director
of the Center for Ethical Living and
Social Justice Renewal. On Sunday
they attended a church service at the
Greater Little Zion Church before
taking a French Quarter walking tour.

HELPING HANDS…Seventeen members of Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El’s
Gesher L’Kesher program cleaned up the Celebration Oaks Park in New Orleans
and volunteered to rebuild and restore other parts of the Lower Ninth Ward
during their trip from January 17 to 21. Cantor Martha Novick, one of the
organizers of the trip, is helping to hold the park’s sign.

Bilodeaus Welcome
Twins, Lucy and Leo
Matthew and Laureen Bilodeau of

New York City have announced the
birth of their twins, Eloise (Lucy) Rose
Bilodeau and Leo Marfil Bilodeau, on
Tuesday, February 5, 2013, at 5:17
a.m. and 5:18 a.m., respectively, at
New York Presbyterian-Cornell Weill
Hospital in New York City.

Lucy weighed 4 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 17 inches in
length at birth. Her brother, Leo, also
weighed 4 pounds and 13 ounces and
measured 17¾ inches in length at birth.

The babies’ maternal grandmother
is Lourdes Barrameda of Queens, N.Y.

Their paternal grandparents are
Gilbert and Emily Bilodeau of
Westfield, N.J.

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Michael Robert Construction
Earns ‘Best Of Houzz’ 2013

Photo by Mike Mroz
EYE CATCHING…A Westfield kitchen remodel that has received plenty of
attention on Houzz.com. In addition to being featured on the website, more than
1,350 people have added this photo to their Ideabooks.

WESTFIELD – Michael Robert
Construction of Westfield, N.J. has
been awarded “Best Of Houzz” 2013
by Houzz.com, the leading online plat-
form for residential remodeling and
design. The Westfield-based design/
build construction company was cho-
sen by the more than 11 million
monthly users that comprise the Houzz
community. This is the second year
that MRC has been named one of
Houzz.com’s top professionals.

The “Best Of Houzz” award for
2013 is given in two categories: Cus-
tomer Satisfaction and Design. This
year, MRC was awarded recognition
in both categories.

Mike Mroz, the Westfield born-
and-raised owner of Michael Robert
Construction, had this to say about
his company’s recent accomplish-
ments: “We are thrilled to be recog-
nized as part of this incredibly tal-
ented and diverse group of profes-
sionals. It is flattering to be acknowl-
edged for the design work we have
done for our clients, but the most
fulfilling form of recognition for us is
the Customer Satisfaction portion of
the award. It means a lot to me that
our clients were so satisfied with the
level of my team’s dedication and
work ethic, that they took to the Houzz
platform to let others know.” As with
many small businesses, most of
Mroz’s new projects come from
happy clients’ referrals.

“Houzz provides homeowners with
an in-depth, 360-degree view of build-
ing, remodeling and design profes-
sionals through images of their work,
reviews and an opportunity to inter-
act with them directly in the Houzz
community,” said Liza Hausman,

vice-president of community. “We’re
delighted to recognize Michael Robert
Construction among our ‘Best Of’ pro-
fessionals for design and exceptional
customer service as judged by our com-
munity of homeowners and design
enthusiasts who are actively remodel-
ing and decorating their homes.”

Mike and his wife, Ellie, who also
works for the company doing design
and marketing, enjoy interacting with
the millions of “Houzzers” almost
daily. Ellie remarked, “We receive
one or more questions a day from the
community about our project photos.
It is extremely rewarding to provide
others going through the remodeling
process with the answers to their ques-
tions, and to hear how we have in-
spired them on their own projects.
We especially love when they send us
their ‘after’ pictures, or tell us how
our responses have helped them work
with their own local contractors.”

About Michael Robert Construction:
Michael Robert Construction is an

award-winning construction company
specializing in high-end building and
remodeling, including Energy Star
homes and renovations. As a design/
build company, our focus is on major
renovations, additions, custom homes,
high-end remodeling projects and ar-
chitectural detailing. We are proud to
be a family-owned business located in
Westfield, N.J. For more information
or to talk about a remodeling project
of your own, please visit
www.MichaelRobertConstruction.com,
find us on Facebook, Pinterest, Houzz,
and on Twitter @njcontractorMRC.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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GALA PLANS UNDERWAY…The Paul Jackson Advisory Board discusses
details for the upcoming gala benefiting The Paul Jackson Fund, to be held on
Friday, April 19, at The Grand Summit Hotel. Located in Westfield, the Fund is
a charity of last resort aiding individuals and families in financial crisis due to
long-term illness or disability. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mike Timoney,
Greg Schmidt, Maureen Cozine, Mary Jackson, Carolyn Trend and Geri Jacobs.
For more information, visit pauljacksonfund.org.

POLICE BLOTTER

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Senior Citizens / Section 8 Housing
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing is currently accepting waiting list 
applications.  The studio, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments are subsidized 
through the Section 8 Program of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and are subject to the 
following federal eligibility requirements:

1. Applicants must be 62 years of age, or older.
2. Applicant's maximum annual income:

$ 45,100     Individual
$ 51,550     Couple

Waiting list applications will be available weekdays at Westfield Senior 
Citizens Housing at the address listed below from February 25, 2013    

through March 8, 2013, (10:00 AM to 4:00PM), or may be obtained by 
mail or email, by calling (908) 233-5898.

                  Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corporation
                                      1133 Boynton Avenue
                              Westfield, New Jersey   07090
                                         (908) 233-5898 
                              www.westfieldseniorhousing.com

If you have a disability and need assistance with the application 
process, please contact the office at 908-233-5898

Applications must be received by 4:00 PM, Friday, March 15, 2013.

                     SMOKE FREE BUILDING

JENNY’S MASSAGE STUDIO

GRAND OPENING
409 WESTFIELD AVE., WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

CALL 908-899-1106
FOR APPOINTMENT TODAY !!!  $50.00 hr.

Hearts on Fire Names Adler’s
Northeast Retailer of the Year

WESTFIELD – Local New Jersey
retailer, Adler’s Jewelers, is thrilled
to announce that global diamond jew-
elry brand Hearts On Fire®, The
World’s Most Perfectly Cut Dia-
mond®, has named Adler’s its 2012
Northeast Retailer of the Year. Adler’s
was selected as one of Hearts On
Fire’s five Regional Retailer of the
Year winners (Northeast, Midwest,
Southern, Western and International).

The five Regional winners are cho-
sen from a list of 24 final nominees
who were named to The Best All
Around Retail Partners for 2012.
Nominations are based on business
results over the past 15 months (Oc-
tober 2011-December 2012), and
winners ultimately highlight jewel-
ers who not only illustrate the highest
level of sales performance, but also
commitment and implementation of
elements that support Hearts On Fire’s
Menu for Success.

“Adler’s performance in 2012 can
be easily defined by one word: Fo-
cus,” said Glenn Rothman, CEO of
Hearts On Fire. “With exceptional
leadership in one of the most com-
petitive markets in the country, Andy
and Jeff Arkin are committed to pro-
viding their customers the best dia-
mond jewelry experience. We have
enjoyed watching them not only meet,
but far exceed their goals, and con-
gratulate them on this outstanding
achievement and dedication to the

Hearts On Fire brand.”
About Adlers:
Since 1921, Adler’s Jewelers has

offered New Jersey residents and busi-
nesses the finest collections of jew-
elry, watches and giftware. Adler’s
Jewelers is located in the heart of
downtown Westfield, N.J. Owners
Andrew and Jeffrey Arkin represent
the third generation of the family-
owned business. The brothers have
both received the highest gemological
certifications in the industry, includ-
ing Graduate Gemologist, GIA,
American Gem Society Registered
Jeweler and Certified Gemologist.

About Hearts On Fire:
The Hearts On Fire Company

(HOF) is successfully building the
preeminent consumer brand in the
fine diamond jewelry business.
Founded in 1996, Hearts On Fire has
established a new industry standard
for diamond cutting perfection, en-
abling the company to become the
world’s fastest growing diamond
brand. The company continues to
redefine the industry through its ex-
traordinary diamonds, sophisticated
marketing and training programs and
unique retail relationships. Hearts On
Fire, The World’s Most Perfectly Cut
Diamond®, is sold in 650 retailers
spanning 34 countries, 12 HOF stores
globally, heartsonfire.com and au-
thorized HOF retailer websites. For
more information, please visit
www.heartsonfire.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Probitas Verus Honos
Tricky Tray Benefit

Is Rescheduled
GARWOOD – The Trinity Episco-

pal Day School’s (TEDS) second
annual Tricky Tray event, originally
scheduled for February 8 but can-
celled due to the snowstorm that day,
has been rescheduled for Thursday,
February 21. It will take place from 6
to 10 p.m. at The Westwood, located
at 438 North Avenue in Garwood.

Tickets are $40 per person. In-
cluded in the price is both a dinner
and $15 worth of raffle tickets. A
cash bar will be available. “We have
some very exciting items in this
year’s Tricky Tray, including a 39-
inch flat-screen TV, a Nook reader,
Calvin Klein and Vera Bradley
purses, L’Eau D’Issey perfume and
a wide variety of gift baskets,” said
Dr. Korine Dankowski, TEDS di-
rector. “Proceeds from the evening
will go to resurface the TEDS play-
ground. We invite all adults to join
us for a fun evening for a great
cause,” Dr. Dankowski added.

TEDS is accepting new students.
For additional information about the
school, call (908) 276-2881, e-mail
teds205@gmail.com or visit
tedscranford.org.

JCC Presentation to Feature
‘Deconstructing the Beatles’
WESTFIELD – The Jewish Com-

munity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey will sponsor “Deconstructing
the Beatles” with Scott Freiman on
Thursday, February 21, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Digiplex Rialto Theatre, located at
250 East Broad Street in Westfield.

“Deconstructing the Beatles” is a
series of multimedia presentations
about the composition and produc-
tion techniques of the Beatles. Mr.
Freiman will present “A Trip Through
Strawberry Fields” at the upcoming
program.

Part film, part concert and part
lecture, Mr. Freiman’s presentation
will relate the story of the Beatles’
music using rare audio and video of
the band in action. His presentation
is populated with anecdotes about
the recording sessions, and he walks
his audiences through detailed analy-
ses of the songwriting and produc-
tion techniques used by the Beatles.

Mr. Freiman combines his knowl-
edge of the Beatles with a career as
a composer, producer and educator
to deliver unique lectures about the
music of the Beatles. His presenta-
tions have sold out theaters across
the country. He also has lectured
about the Beatles at colleges and
universities, as well as corporations
such as Pixar, Google and Facebook.

For more information, visit
beatleslectures.com. Information and
online registration is available at
jccnj.org. Anyone with questions
about the event may contact Amy
Warsh, Cultural Arts and Education
director, at (908) 889-8800, exten-
sion no. 205, or awarsh@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent agency
of the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield United
Fund. Financial assistance is available
for membership and various programs.

Westfield
Monday, February 4, Walter Torres,

34, of Newark was arrested on Wells
Street near East Broad Street on an
outstanding Morristown warrant for
$500 after police responded to a re-
port of a suspicious motor vehicle.
He was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 5, Alfie
Spooner, 39, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant for $175. He was picked up
at the Somerset County jail, processed
and held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, February 5, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Karl Brown, 37, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on South Avenue near Windsor
Avenue on an outstanding Jamesburg
traffic warrant for $114. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 6, Ali Zeigler,
22, and Adam Gmyrek, 21, both of
Linden, were arrested and charged with
possession of a Controlled Dangerous
Substance (CDS)/heroin following an
investigation on the 400 block of South
Euclid Avenue. Additionally, Zeigler
was wanted on an outstanding Linden
warrant for $328. Zeigler posted bail
on the warrant and both individuals
were released on summonses pending
a February 13 Superior Court date.

Friday, February 8, James Ramage,
53, of Westfield was arrested at
Shackamaxon Drive and Hyslip Av-
enue and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was issued
multiple summonses and released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, February 8, John Fischetti,
45, of Westfield was arrested on
charges of assault and disorderly con-
duct after police responded to a re-
port of an altercation in progress out-
side an establishment in the area of
the 400 block of North Avenue.
Fischetti was held in lieu of bail.

Sunday, February 10, Melissa
Martinez, 24, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
for $190 after turning herself in at
police headquarters. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, February 10, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, Alicia Mauldin, 29, of Plainfield
was arrested on South Avenue near
Maple Street in Garwood on a charge
of possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and on an out-
standing Fanwood warrant with $89
bail. Mauldin was released after pro-
cessing and posting bail.

Sunday, February 10, Temple
Gibbs, 50, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on Terminal Avenue in Clark
on an outstanding Union warrant for
$120. Gibbs was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Fanwood
Monday, January 21, a resident of

the 80 block of Oakwood Court re-
ported that a watch, valued at $373,
was stolen from his residence. Ac-
cording to police, at this time it is
unknown who took the watch.

Thursday, February 7, Amauri
Menjivar, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Terrill Road on
an active warrant out of Fanwood. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, February 5, Jason

Jefferson, 32, of Summit was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 on an outstanding $1,878 warrant
issued by the Plainfield Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Wednesday, February 6, a custo-
dian at Park Middle School reported
that someone removed a power cord,
valued at approximately $50, from
one of the buses.

Wednesday, February 6, a resident
of Cooper Road reported that some-
time overnight someone damaged the
light post at the end of her driveway.

Wednesday, February 6, a patron at a
restaurant on Route 22 reported that
sometime during the night someone
removed money from his jacket pocket.

Wednesday, February 6, Christo-
pher Andrews, 30, of Plainfield was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on an outstanding $1,180
warrant issued by the Clark Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, February 6, Mandel
Sly, 24, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue on an outstanding $436
warrant issued by the Woodbridge
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Thursday, February 7, Louis King,
32, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22, at which time King allegedly gave
police multiple names and dates of
birth. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, February 9, Arturo Yanez,
20, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on Cooper
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 5, a resident of

Saddle Brook Road reported that he
had received a call from an individual
who claimed he had won $25 million
in a lottery. According to police, an-
other individual then got on the phone,
claiming to be from the IRS, who
asked the victim numerous personal
questions including the last four dig-

its of his Social Security number.
The victim became suspicious and

hung up the phone, police said. The
suspect immediately called back and
threatened the victim, stating he
“would shoot him because he knows
where he lives,” authorities reported.

Wednesday, February 6, Jonathan
Chamorro-Florez, 23, of Elizabeth
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 for allegedly
driving with a suspended license. He
was processed and released.

Wednesday, February 6, Devin S.
Jefferson, 35, of East Orange was
picked up at the Middlesex County
jail after being arrested on a $500
warrant out of Mountainside.

Thursday, February 7, Douglas
Ruiz, 35, of Harrison was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for allegedly driving with-
out a license and on a $300 criminal
warrant out of Harrison.

Saturday, February 9, police were
dispatched to a residence on Deer
Path on a report of a fire. According
to police, the officer observed a small
fire on the outside of the house, ap-
proximately four feet from the front
door, and heavy smoke conditions
around and inside the residence. The
homeowner met the officer at the
front door and alerted him to the fact
that his wife, who is handicapped,
was in the back bedroom, police said.
The officer was able to carry the
victim from the smoke-filled house
to his patrol car, where she awaited
medical evaluation, police reported.

Due to the extreme smoke and fire
damage to the residence, the victims
were advised to stay at a friend’s
house until the damage could be
evaluated.

Saturday, February 9, a resident of
Springfield Avenue reported that dur-
ing the snowstorm, someone knocked
over a Union County traffic sign, then
drove over her retaining wall and
mailbox. According to police, the vic-
tim reported that she has contacted the
Union County road department about
the hazardous conditions in front of
her house, most recently on Novem-
ber 8, 2012, when she was hospital-
ized after being struck by a car.

JCC Forms Group
For Retired Men

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey has formed a Sixty-Plus
Men’s Club, a new group for retired
men. The group is scheduled to meet
on select Thursdays from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the JCC, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Each meeting will highlight topics
from nutrition to Medicare fraud to
identity theft. The meeting for next
Thursday, February 21, will feature
“Senior Nutrition” with Kathleen
Malkiewicz. There also are plans for
several trips later in the year.

Meetings are $5 for JCC members
and $6 for community participants.
Participants will pay their own trip
costs. For more information, contact
Barbara Weisbart at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 205, or
bweisbart@jccnj.org.

Library Board Lists
Officers, Meetings

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library board conducted its first
meeting of 2013 on February 6 at the
library. The slate of officers for 2013
includes Maria Nierstedt, president;
Christine Guerriero, secretary, and
Christine DiGiacomo, treasurer.

The meeting dates for the remain-
der of the year will be the first Wednes-
day of each month at 8 p.m. at the
library, except July and August, when
the board does not meet. The remain-
ing dates are: March 6, April 3, May
1, June 5, September 4, October 2,
November 6 and December 4.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, behind the Lin-
coln School complex.

Author to Discuss
History of Shore

GARWOOD – Author Kevin
Woyce will present a program at the
Garwood Public Library on Wednes-
day, February 20, at 7 p.m. entitled
“The History of the Jersey Shore.”

Mr. Woyce has written and illus-
trated four regional history books,
including “Hudson River Lighthouses
and History,” “Jersey Shore History
and Facts,” “New Jersey State Parks:
History and Facts” and “Liberty: The
Amazing Story of America’s Favor-
ite Statue.”

Mr. Woyce’s research has resulted
in a colorful tour of New Jersey’s
coastal history, from the long-ago days
of pirates, shipwrecks and lighthouses
to the founding of today’s most popu-
lar summer resorts. The slide show
will include his original photography
of Jersey Shore lighthouses, amuse-
ment parks, boardwalks and hotels,
plus vintage maps and images of his-
toric people, places and events.

Registration is required for this event
and may be done in person at the li-
brary, by calling (908) 789-1670 or at
the interactive calendar found on the
library’s website, youseemore.com/
garwood. The Garwood Public Library
is located at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street behind the Lincoln
School complex.
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SSt.  BBartholomew Academy  
  

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life.

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Safe, Faith Filled            Extended Care              Middle States 
Environment                     Programs                    Accredited 

 
Full day Pre-K                     Grades                 Fully Integrated        
&  Kindergarten               Pre-K – 8th                Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
www.stbacademy.org 

 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

S

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome
www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-1231

Julie Jong D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Celebrate Children’s
Dental Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Laser Dentistry

Now Offering In Office IV
and General Anesthesia

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

EGG DROP…Fifth graders in Katie Schrader’s class at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School watch in anticipation as their “egg drop” constructions are
thrown by Principal Marc Biunno from the roof of the school building. The
students were tasked with creating devices that would protect an egg from a three-
story drop and then observing their egg’s fall as a lesson in conducting the
scientific method. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alison Lisante, Abby McKinney,
Adria Orr and Kendall Caballero.

Westfield Kindergarten
Registration Extended
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Pub-

lic School District has announced an
additional registration date for children
who will become eligible for kinder-
garten in the 2013-2014 school year.
This applies to all children who are
residents of Westfield reaching the age
of 5 on or before October 1, 2013.

Registration is scheduled for Thurs-
day, February 28, from 1 to 3 p.m. at
Lincoln School, the Early Childhood
Learning Center of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, located at 728 Westfield
Avenue.

To make an appointment, call (908)
789-4455. Information on documents
that are required at registration is avail-
able at westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln.

Wake Forest
Announces Dean’s List

WINSTON SALEM, N.C. — The
following local student was among
over 1,900 students from Wake For-
est University who made the Fall
2012 Dean’s List:

Erin Kelly, a resident of Scotch
Plains.

Fairleigh Dickinson
University Announces

Honors List
MADISON — Students at

Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
College at Florham have been named
to the Honors List for the fall 2012
semester. To qualify for the Honor’s
List, a student must carry a 3.5 or
better grade point average out of a
possible 4.0 and be enrolled in a
minimum of 12 letter-graded hours
(four courses).

The following students have quali-
fied: Eric Dipasquale of Cranford;
Margaret Fabian of Cranford; Kelly
Laukaitis of Cranford; Catherine Uhle
of Cranford; Rita Uhle of Cranford;
Kendl Muckenthaler of Cranford;
Allison Schrul of Mountainside;
Michael Biggs of Westfield; Casey
Brennan of Westfield; Alyssa Branca
of Westfield and Theresa Carlino of
Westfield.

MS Education Foundation
Seeks Board of Trustees

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) currently is seeking persons
to serve on its board of trustees. The
term would commence on June 1,
2013.

The board of trustees of the MEF is
comprised of a dynamic group of
individuals who work towards the
goal of ensuring that Mountainside
remains one of the very best school
districts in the state and region.

Some, but certainly not all, of the
enrichment programs that the MEF
has either completely or partially
funded this year and in the past are:
Raz Kids – a program designed to
provide an online interactive leveled
book library for children in grades K-
2; NJPAC Arts Academy Creative
Movement program for children in
first grade; NJPAC Poetry Program
for children in fifth grade and Rutgers
Science Explorer Bus – a program
that brought hands-on interactive labo-
ratory exercises to students inside a
40-foot mobile laboratory. Addition-
ally, the MEF was able to contribute
over $8,000 towards technology up-

grades in district schools. This is a
small sampling of the programs made
possible by the efforts of the MEF.

A key to the past and future suc-
cess of the MEF is the active partici-
pation of all members of the board
of trustees. MEF board members are
expected to attend board meetings
consistently, serve on at least one
committee, actively participate in
all fund-raising activities and pre-
pare before regular board meetings
by reading and studying materials
sent in advance. A commitment of
three years ensures continuity of ex-
perience on the board. The board
meets once a month.

The Mountainside Education Foun-
dation welcomes all interested parties
to submit their name and contact in-
formation along with a short state-
ment of why he/she would like to join
the board of trustees to: Susan Buchner,
Chairperson of the Nominating Com-
mittee at
mef@mountainsideeducationfoundation.org
or to the MEF box located in the
offices of the Beechwood or Deerfield
Schools by Friday, March 15.

FW Mayor Announces Scholarships
For High School Juniors and Seniors
The New Jersey State League of

Municipalities and I have an excel-
lent scholarship opportunity for the
high school juniors and seniors from
Fanwood.

We have teamed up to offer three
$1,000 scholarships through the
Louis Bay 2nd Future Municipal
Leaders Scholarship Competition.
This statewide scholarship compe-
tition centers on the theme “What
My Mayor and Governing Body
Do Best” and seeks to advance the
virtues of elected and volunteer
members of municipal government.

Many of the elected officials and
appointed board members serve
Fanwood with little or no compen-
sation. It is their altruistic desire to
serve their community which com-
pels them to public service. These

officials, along with a cadre of dedi-
cated professionals, are guardians
of our hometown comforts and se-
curity. They give of their time and
talents to help plan our community
and preserve our way of life.

They serve us year-round, every
day, and yet are hardly noticed.
This scholarship competition will
help rectify that, while encourag-
ing our future municipal leaders.

Full details on the application
process and contest can be found at
www.fanwoodnj.org. I hope to see
many of our young adults repre-
senting Fanwood in the Future Mu-
nicipal Leaders Scholarship Com-
petition.

Sincerely,
Mayor Colleen Mahr
Borough of Fanwood

(908) 322-8236, extension 124

Nine WHS Students Earn Perfect SAT Score

PERFECT…Nine students at Westfield High School earned a perfect score of
800 on the SAT or SAT 2 subject tests. Pictured, front row, left to right, are:
Mark Gillespie – Reading and Writing; Matthew Luppino – Math 2; Jill
Rosenfeld – Reading and Writing; Cindy Xiao – Math and Writing and
Austin Thien – Writing. Pictured, back row, left to right, are: Estelle
Cervantes – French w/Listening; Alexander Beals – Math; Daniel Savickas –
Math and Sun Park – Korean w/Listening.

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School has announced  nine students
earned a perfect score of 800 on the
SAT or SAT 2 Subject Tests taken in
November and December 2012.
These students and the subjects in
which they received a perfect score
are as follows: Mark Gillespie – Read-
ing and Writing; Matthew Luppino –
Math 2; Jill Rosenfeld – Reading and
Writing; Cindy Xiao – Math and

Writing; Austin Thien – Writing;
Estelle Cervantes – French w/Listen-
ing; Alexander Beals – Math; Daniel
Savickas – Math and Sun Park –
Korean w/Listening.

Peter Renwick, principal of
Westfield High School, commended
the students on the outstanding
achievement. “It speaks volumes
about your abilities and your com-
mitment to your education,” he stated.

Emory College
Announces Dean’s List

ATLANTA, Ga. — Jacob Harris
and Sari Solomon, both of Westfield,
were among the students named to
the Dean’s List of Emory College,
the undergraduate, liberal arts col-
lege of Emory University in Atlanta,
Ga., for the 2012 fall semester. Stu-
dents must be in the top 20 percent of
Emory College or have approximately
a 3.85 grade point average or higher
to be named to the Dean’s List.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

Westfield. Stunning Highland Ave center hall colonial situated on .81 acre. 14 rooms, 5 bedrooms,
4 full, 2 half baths. Like new, extensively renovated, 2004.  French doors, elaborate moldings,
hardwood floors, custom built-ins, 3 fireplaces and designer inspired décor. Magnificent gourmet
Kitchen w/butler’s pantry, sunny breakfast room  opens to family room. Gracious foyer, living
room, formal dining room, and classic library. The master suite features a sitting room, walk-in
closet, dressing room, luxurious bath and exercise room. The finished basement offers a 29x14
recreation room, office and wine cellar. With beautifully landscaped property, this elegant home
is located close to town, transportation and outstanding schools.      Offered at $2,250,000.

Distinctive Highland Avenue

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

TORESCO 18 PTs, KANE 7 RBs; D. ELLIOTT 5 STEALS

Blue Devil Cagers Eliminate
N. Providence in UCT, 51-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Acts of thievery and strong ball
handling on the part of the seventh-
seeded Westfield High School boys
basketball team led to a 51-34 victory
over the 18th-seeded New Providence

Pioneers in the first round of the
Union County Tournament at Rahway
High School on February 10.

The 14-7 Blue Devils committed
eight acts of thievery in the first half
alone and managed to convert most
of them to lay-ups.

“It was a good game. We played
well. We didn’t turn the ball over and
we got it done,” said Blue Devil Scott
Toresco, who added, “We found out
that their ball handlers weren’t too
strong, so we tried to trap them or

McGOVERN NETS 16 PTS, 5 BLOCKS; McCOY 17 RBS

Cougar Cagers Find Lanes,
Startle Lady Raiders, 50-29

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night turned out to be a
resounding success, especially for the
three starting Cougar seniors, in the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team’s 50-29 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 5.

Seniors Jess McCoy, Kaitlin
McGovern and Jenna Goeller com-
bined for 38 of the 14-6 Cougars’
points, while juniors Kerry Wischusen
and Mairead McKeary each contrib-
uted six points.

“It was Senior Night. Obviously it
might be our last night in this gym,
because we don’t have any more home

games, so I just wanted to go out with
a bang, be happy and show every-
body what we seniors, how we’ve
been the past four years and go out on
a good note. I think we did that,”
McGovern said.

Senior guards Taylor Sebolao and
Meg Fernandez led the Raiders with
nine points and eight points, respec-
tively, while Madison Maisel sank a
pair of 3-pointers, and sophomore
center Tabitha Dwunfour added four
points. Sebolao also contributed a
pair of steals and three assists.
Fernandez had four rebounds and
junior guard Katie Harper had two
assists, two steals and a blocked shot.

McGovern, usually known for her
solid defense under the boards, was
also very effective underneath for the
lay-ups, as she led her team with 16

points, including going 4-for-4 from
the free throw line.

“Usually I am more of a passer. I
was really motivated tonight, so I was
looking for my shot a little bit first. I
saw a bunch of lanes. I tried to get her
[Dwunfour] outside and beat her off
the dribble. I saw the openings and
went for it tonight, as opposed to
other times. But I try to look for
others,” McGovern explained.

McCoy sank 15 points, which in-
cluded a 3-pointer and going 4-for-4
from the line. She also pulled down
17 rebounds, which included 10 in
the first half, and added three steals
and three assists. Goeller finished
with seven points, three assists and a
tipped pass that led to a steal.
Wischusen also had two steals.

BONACUM SCORES 18 PTs, NOEL-BROOKS PUMPS IN 10

Raider Cagers Turn Back
AL Johnson Crusaders 52-39

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The name Senior Night had two
meanings on February 5 as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team honored their upper-
classmen, as well as, got the most out
of them in order to pull away from
Arthur L. Johnson in the second half
for a 52-39 win. Senior Tom Bonacum
led all scorers with 18 points, while
senior Xavier Noel-Brooks chipped
in 10 for the Raiders. Lance Pecina
led the Crusaders with 14 points.

The Raiders jumped out to an early

6-0 lead with Bonacum, Brooks and
Matt Greenberg all scoring in the
paint. Crusaders Vinny Banek and
Pecina combined to score six straight
points to tie the game. In the mean-
time, the Crusaders’ defense put up a
solid fight early on in the game. Both
teams traded leads for most of the
quarter, but in the final minute, the
Raiders regained the lead when
Bonacum rolled in a lay-up and Kevin
Raszka banged a long three to make
the score, 15-10, by the quarter’s end.

The Raiders added to their lead in
the second quarter. Bonacum and

Brooks carried the offense with help
from Greenberg. But Bonacum’s
height did cause mismatches for the
Crusaders. The 6’5 senior scored in
the paint at will, which gave the Raid-
ers the big points when they needed
them. The Crusaders did not back
down though as Ryan Kovatch and
Banek hit shots to close the Raiders’
lead to four with the half winding
down.

Just as the Crusaders came sneak-
ing back into the game, Raszka again
hit another big three to give the Raid-

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Happy Valentine’s Day
February 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE DEFENSIVE…Blue Devil Scott Toresco, No. 42, defends against Pioneer Mike Wildrotter in the Union County
Tournament game in Rahway on February 10. Westfield won, 51-34.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACTION UNDERNEATH THE BOARDS…Raider Megan Fernandez, No. 24, gets a rebound then tries to keep the ball
away from Cougar Mairead McKeary, No. 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRATEGY IN THE FINAL 10 SECONDS…Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty goes over team strategy with just 10 seconds
left in the Union County Tournament game against Rahway in Clark on February 10. Tom Bonacum sank two free throws
then the Raiders’ defense held to defeat Rahway, 44-43. See photo on page 14.
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Raider Cagers Turn Back Crusaders, 52-39
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WALL OF ICEMEN…Raiders Kurtis Wisniewski, No. 22, Michael Rothman, No. 18 and Stephen Deduck, No. 12, put up
a wall surrounding goalie Jason Breit in a 0-0 tie against the Johnson Crusaders on February 4.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Icers’ bid to clinch a
state playoff bid by the cutoff date of
February 11 took a hit from mother
nature when snowstorm Nemo forced
the cancellation of the Morris Catho-
lic game last Friday. The Raiders were
at 7-8-1 and were starting their final
push to make the state playoffs for the
first time ever but suffered a setback
due to a strong effort by the Johnson
Crusaders that resulted in a 0-0 tie on
February 4.

The Raiders had previously beaten
Johnson twice, but could not get
through a tough Crusader defense.
Jason Breit held strong again, stifling
Johnson time and again blocking 42
shots.

The Raiders were looking for two
wins and got the first with a 4-1
victory against Bayonne on February
6 to get their record back to 8-8-2, but
another needed win on February 8
against Morris Catholic was not to
be. The Raiders then suffered an 8-0
blanking by 17th-ranked Chatham
on February 9 to drop to 8-9-2.

The Raiders last chance to get to 9-
9-2 rested with beating Cranford on
Monday. The Raiders stood a chance
since they tied the Cranford earlier
this season, but the Cougars were

sure to be out for revenge making it a
tough task for the Raiders.

The Raiders finished their County
League season February 13 against
Westfield and were guaranteed to fin-
ish a history best 5-5-2 in the peren-
nially strong division. The regular
season ends this Saturday with a game
against Watchung Hills at the Rock in
Dunellen at 6 p.m. The first round of
the Union County Tournament be-

ers a cushion in the half’s final two
minutes. The Raiders headed into the
halftime up five points, however, ALJ
scored four of the last five points in
the first half.

The Raiders came out of the locker
room as a much better defensive team
in the second half. The Raiders’ de-
fense overwhelmed the Crusaders,
forcing them to turn the ball over a lot
and help put the game away. ALJ
scored only six points in the third
quarter. Four of those points came
from the hand of Kovatch.

The fourth quarter ended up being

gins on Monday February 18 with the
fourth-seeded Raiders facing the fifth-
seeded Johnson Crusaders for the
fourth time this season.

Please support the Raider Icers at
their games and by attending their
annual fundraising gala on February
23. Check the team’s website at
w w w . l e a g u e l i n e u p . c o m /
spficehockey for schedule informa-
tion and to purchase gala tickets
online.

SP-F Raider Icemen’s Playoff Bid
Takes Big Hit From Storm Nemo

Raider Girls Douse
W. Hills in Swimming
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls swim team cruised past
Watchung Hills, 103-67, in the first
round of the North Public A Tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains on February 7.
200 medley relay: S (Jodie Thompson,
Sarah Davis, Casey Daudelin, Melissa
Harris) 1:56.42
200 free: Isabella Iacona (S) 2:08.13
200 IM: Thompson (S) 2:17.42
50 free: Davis (S) 24.96
100 fly: K. Purcell (W) 1:01.75
100 free: Davis (S) 55.76
500 free: Brittny Drigan (W) 5:58.31
200 free relay: S (Amanda Banasiak,
Thompson, Davis, Kate Musso) 1:43.92
100 back: Francesca Arvizzigno (W)
1:10.74
100 breast: Annmarie Kearns (S) 1:16.72
400 free relay: W (Mollie Wood, Drigan,
Purcell, Rebecca Sinha) 3:57.11

Four top-10 teams head the seed-
ing for the Union County Tourna-
ment, which began on February 8.
No. 6 Roselle Catholic received the

top seed, while Elizabeth received
the second seed, the Patrick School
received the third seed and Linden
got the fourth seed.

The first round was set for Febru-
ary 9 and 10, while the second round
had been set for February 13. The
quarterfinals were scheduled for this
Saturday, February 16. The semifi-
nals are scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, and Wednesday, February
20, and the championship is sched-
uled for Saturday, February 23, at
Kean University.

FIRST ROUND:
21-Roselle Park/20-Johnson winner vs.
5-Union Catholic winner
17-Governor Livingston at 8-Union
16-Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. 9-
Rahway
19-Oratory vs. 6-Plainfield
13-St. Mary (Elizabeth) at 12-Summit
15-Hillside at 10-Roselle
18-New Providence vs. 7-Westfield
14-Cranford at 10-Dayton

Cougar Cagers Muzzle
Bulldogs in UCT, 58-53

The 14th-seeded Cranford High
School boys basketball team muzzled
the 10th-seeded Jonathan Dayton
Bulldogs, 58-53, in the first round of
the Union County Tournament in
Rahway on February 10.

Stefan Fedorchak led the Cougars
with 16 points, including two 3-point-
ers, and John Oblachinski sank 14,
while Reggie Green and Tommy Trot-
ter each netted 10 points. Mike
Guariello had five points and Chris
Wills had three.
Cranford 13 14 12 19 58
Dayton   7 20 19   7 53

UCT Boys Basketball Seeding Selections:

Raider Cagers Rout
Lady Vikings, 49-33

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team found
the mark as Katie Harper sank five 3-
pointers and finished with 20 points,
and senior Taylor Sebolao scored 13
points in a 49-33 triumph over the
Union Catholic Lady Vikings in
Scotch Plains on February 7. Megan
Fernandez bucked seven points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 11   7 16 49
Union Catholic 10   6   8   9 33

Raider Cagers Skin
Indians in UCT, 44-43
Senior Tom Bonacum sank a pair

of free throws with 10 seconds re-
maining and the defense held up to
send the 16th-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team to a 44-43 victory over
ninth-seeded Rahway in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at A.L. Johnson High School in
Clark on February 10.

Bonacum finished with 14 points,
and Matt Greenberg sank 12 for the
Raiders. Quaryee Bull scored six
points, while Xavier Noel-Brooks and
Kevin Raszka each sank five points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12 11   6 15 44
Rahway   8 15   6 14 43

Courtesy of Greg Dua for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPEN TEAMMATE…A.L. Johnson Crusader Lance
Pecina handles the ball against Raider Quaryee Bull, No. 20. The Raiders
defeated the Crusaders, 52-39.

WF Swim Boys Dunk
Union City, 104-66

The Westfield High School boys
swim team dunked Union City, 104-
66, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 1, Public A Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 11.
200 medley relay: W (Jack Rose, Luke
McGrory, John Lindros, Tyler Lessner)
1:45.05
200 free: Stephen Husch (W) 1:55.7
200 IM: Matt Daniel (W) 2:08.11
50 free: Lindros (W) 22.96
100 fly: Aram Barmakian (W) 58.39
100 free: Pete Villacis (U) 52.72
500 free: Hernan Fuentes (U) 5:20.73
200 free relay: W (Sean Moore, Sean
Beattie, M. Daniel, Barmakian) 1:36.19
100 back: McGrory (W) 57.52
100 breast: Lindros (W) 1:07.28
400 free relay: U (Fuentes, Fernando
Maldonaldo, Villacis, Iggy Streuly)
3:36.49

the icing on the cake for Senior Night.
All of the Raider seniors, Raszka,
Bonacum, Noel-Brooks and Josh
Simon, scored to close out the win
and earn the Raiders their seventh
victory.

Kovatch, who finished with 12
points in the Crusaders loss, said of
the game, “I think we came out of the
half looking for a way to shut down
Bonacum, and we simply didn’t do a
good enough job. We let the lead get

out of reach and we never managed to
get within reach after that.”

Kovatch also spoke highly of
Bonacum and his performance say-
ing, “he’s always been a good player
and he’s always been tough to guard.”

The Raiders improved to 7-12,
while the Crusaders dropped to 3-16.

Probitas Verus Honos

WF Swim Girls Sink
River Dell, 129-41

The No. 1 ranked Westfield High
School girls swim team sank River
Dell, 129-41, in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 1, Public A
Tournament in Westfield on Febru-
ary 11.
200 medley relay: W (Sarah Cronin,
Courtney Han, Gwyn Devin, Allie
McBrearty) 1:57.76
200 free: Courtney Day (W) 2:06.16
200 IM: Caroline Baldwin (W) 2:18.29
50 free: Ellie Reinhardt (W) 26.65
100 fly: Cronin (W) 1:02.38
100 free: Devin (W) 57.11
500 free: Audrey Bangs (W) 5:42.12
200 free relay: W (Han, Cronin, Julia
Diamontopolous, Devin) 1:46.1
100 back: Reinhardt (W) 1:04.56
100 breast: Kathleen Bond (W) 1:17.43
400 free relay: W (Caroline Basil, Amy
West, McBrearty, Emily McGann)
3:55.83
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Blue Devil Cagers Eliminate Pioneers, 51-34
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cougar Cagers Startle Lady Raiders, 50-29
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

when they used their weak hand,
coach always told us to flick it away
and we got easy baskets.”

Junior Dylan Elliott was the chief
thief with five steals. He also netted
eight points, and added two assists
and three rebounds.

“He had a weaker ball handler on
him and coach told him to close out,
and he got it done,” said Toresco, who
also had a pair of steals.

Toresco led all scorers with 18
points and also pulled nine rebounds,
five on the offensive side of the court,
which resulted in put-backs.

“I used my body to get to the paint,
box them out and follow my own
shot,” Toresco said.

Junior Dave Kane helped out big
time under the boards with seven
rebounds and also contributed five
points, an assist and a pair of steals.

“He did great on the boards getting
those offense rebounds,” Toresco said.

Sophomore point guard Danny
Mitchell had his hands on situations
with four assists, seven points, two
steals and two rebounds. Senior guard
Keegan Hess sank eight points, had
three assists and added three rebounds
and a steal. Nick Mele banged a 3-
pointer and had two assists. Chris
Sweeney came off the bench and had
two rebounds.

Curtis Kyzima led the 8-12 Pioneers
with 14 points, which included 11 in
the second half. Bryan Sherman had six
points. Jordan Morang netted five and
Bryan Joyce scored four points.

Fouls on the part of the Pioneers
came early in the game and Toresco
sank four of his eight points in the
first quarter via the free throw line.
Dylan Elliott went 2-for-2 from the
line, Mitchell sank a 2-pointer and
Hess nailed a 3-pointer to give the
Blue Devils a 15-9 lead.

Six of the Blue Devils’ eight points

in the second quarter came as a result
of steals. Dylan Elliott scored six
points, four points by steals, and Kane
created a theft, passed to Hess, who
flicked the ball back to Kane, who
rolled in the lay-up. The Pioneers’
only score in the quarter was Kyzima’s
3-pointer.

The Pioneers banged three 3-point-
ers for nine points in the third quarter,
but Mitchell hit a 3-pointer and
Toresco followed with six of his own
to match their nine points and to carry
a 32-21 lead into the fourth quarter.
The Blue Devils won the fourth quar-
ter, 19-13, with Hess bucketing five
points and Toresco adding another
four, while Mele and Kane each
scored three and Mitchell sank two
before all five took a seat with two
minutes remaining to allow the re-
serves some playing time.
New Providence   9   3   9 13 34
Westfield 15   8   9 19 51

“These girls are very hard workers.
We have had some ups and downs
throughout the season where, some-
times, we weren’t rebounding well or
shooting ball from the outside, but
that’s stuff that we have been really
working on and focusing on. They
really stepped it up both offensively
and defensively attacking the basket

more, going more for offensive and
defensive rebounds, getting the girls
who are open [and] making sure that
they are patient in doing all of the
little things,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

McGovern also had the ominous
task of sticking close to Dwunfour,
one of the state’s leading rebounders.
Dwunfour finished with 10 rebounds
and a pair of blocked shots. McGovern
had seven rebounds and rejected five
shots.

“She’s a really good rebounder.
She’s ranked in the state, so my main
thing is try to box out, no matter what.
I usually don’t look to go up and get
the rebound. I try to get her first. If I
get the rebound, so be it. It’s hard to
box her out, but you have to get
position really early on her,”
McGovern explained.

“Kaitlin did a great job of getting
herself in good positioning. Our
guards did a really good job of get-
ting her the ball. When they were
doubling on her, Kaitlin got the girls
on the outside open, so Kaitlin either
shot on offense or saw the open
player,” Coach Dyer said.

Sebolao scored the Raiders’ only
points in the first quarter on a put-
back, while McGovern hit six and
McCoy sank two to give the Cougars

an 8-2 lead. McCoy sank a lay-up and
McGovern hit two free throws early
in the second quarter, but after
Dwunfour rolled in a lay-up, Maisel
and Sebolao hit back-to-back 3-point-
ers to narrow the Cougars’ lead to 12-
10 with 3:31 on the clock. The Cou-
gars won the quarter, 14-13, to take a
22-15 lead at the half.

Dwunfour got into foul trouble early
in the third quarter and had to take a
seat for a while. In the meantime, the
Cougars bucketed the final 10 points
to win the quarter, 14-5, and put the

game out of reach with a 36-20 lead.
McCoy, McGovern and McKeary each
scored four points and Wischusen
scored the other two points.

Goeller and McCoy each added
five more points in the fourth quarter,
while McKeary and McGovern net-
ted two apiece. Fernandez sank four
points and Maisel nailed her second

3-pointer in the quarter before both
teams sat their starters and brought in
the reserves.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   2 13   5   9 29
Cranford   8 14 14 14 50

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Susan Checchio
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $899,990
Classic Dutch Colonial, 4BR, 2.1BA in the heart
of the Gardens has been updated & expanded
w/gourmet EIK & family room. MLS 2991514

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,000
One floor living at its best! 4+BR, 4.2BA, Acre
property in desirable neighborhood, Finished
bsmnt,High ceilings, Custom kit. MLS 2984276

WESTFIELD $850,000
"InTown" 12rm,6BR,3BAVictorian,75x189 lot,old
world charm w/modern updts, 2-story FR w/fp,
new wndws, 1 or 2 family living. MLS 2996613

WESTFIELD $749,900
Spacious, updated Colonial, 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2
baths, Close to town, train, schools and parks.

MLS 2996574

WESTFIELD $669,900
Beautifully renvtd 4BR Col w/wrap arnd porch
ideally located near town & NYC transp.Newer
Mstr bath, CAC & more. MLS 2993739

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900
Spacious, meticulously maintained 10 room
home w/4BRs, 2 1/2BAs, Ideal floor plan,Move in
condition, Beautiful .37 acre lot. MLS 2993853

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900
Stunning 4BR, 2.5BA Colonial in Heather Glen's 55+
community. Ideal location & wonderful upgrades
throughout. MLS 2994605

WESTFIELD $629,900
Completely move in ready Colonial! 4BRs, 2
1/2BAs, Updated kit, 1st floor den, Rec Rm/Play
Rm, HW Floors, Great location. MLS 2994745

SCOTCH PLAINS $435,000
3BR, 3 bath Split, Liv Rm with Wood Burning
fireplace, EIK, Formal Dining Rm, Bonus 2 Room
addition perfect for office . MLS 2993617

NORTH PLAINFIELD $330,000
Classic updated 9 Room Colonial with New
kitchen, CAC,Hardwood Floors, Family Room,
2 Blocks to NYC bus. MLS 2995622

NORTH PLAINFIELD $319,000
5BR, 2.5BA cust Meadowbrook home. CAC,
2FP, huge FR, new roof, EIK, 2 car gar, 2 blks to
NYC bus & East End school. MLS 2971792

SCOTCH PLAINS $299,900
Easy living in this 2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home,
Formal dining room, Cozy family room, plus
loft, CAC. MLS 2995173

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012

200 Woodland Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
This circa 1800’s Vintage Colonial maintains its original architectural details while offering modern day conveniences.
A historically designated well house, the main house and a guest house are all situated on nearly an acre and a half
of beautifully manicured property. Hand-hewn beams, wood floors, embellished moldings, two fireplaces and natural
woodwork reflect the character of this gorgeous home. The living room, formal dining room and breakfast room
reflect the historical richness while the spacious family room and updated kitchen offer modern day amenities that
are sure to please. The master bedroom suite offers a full bath and walk-in closets. Don’t miss out on this rare
opportunity to own a piece of true Westfield history! Presented for $1,250,000.

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West • 908-233-0065
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island

RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHIEF THIEF OF THE GAME…Blue Devil Dylan Elliott, right, made five steals against the New Providence Pioneers.
Elliott also scored eight points and added a pair of assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE UNDER THE BOARDS…Raider sophomore Tabitha Dwunfour, front, gets another rebound as
Cougar Kerry Wischusen covers.
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

David Realty Group
530 South Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

David Realty Group
Residential Brokerage Firm

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

David Barbosa
Broker, Owner

We have some wonderful listings for sale, 
right here in your neighborhood. 

gg

Call (908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.
*In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that listing. REALTOR® 
is a federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS
and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status.

����

FFFFFanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Storeanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick MarKwick Mart Ft Ft Ft Ft Food Storeood Storeood Storeood Storeood Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Gar7-11 of Garwoodwoodwoodwoodwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s MarketKing’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain DeliMountain DeliMountain DeliMountain DeliMountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills PharmacyScotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

WWWWWallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationerallis Stationeryyyyy
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger MarExxon Tiger Marttttt
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

KrauszerKrauszerKrauszerKrauszerKrauszer’s’s’s’s’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

RoberRoberRoberRoberRobert Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Delit Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
WWWWWestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marestfield Mini Marttttt

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
GarGarGarGarGarwood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shopritewood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of W7-11 of Westfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug StoreBaron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

WWWWWestfield Testfield Testfield Testfield Testfield Tobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & Newsobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

WWWWWestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Stationestfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Extra! Extra!

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012

This 3 bedroom, 1.1 bath Colonial home is located on a cul-de-sac in a Westfield
neighborhood. The first floor offers a formal living room with wood burning
fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen den, screened in porch and powder
room. The second floor has 3 spacious bedrooms and a main bath. A second
porch is located off of one of the bedrooms. Hardwood floors are present
throughout the first and second levels of the home. A full attic and a full, unfinished
basement are both available to use for storage. Set on a 59x160 foot piece of
property this home is convenient to schools, transportation and local shopping.
House to be sold in “as is” condition. Presented for $649,500.

4 Stanley Oval, Westfield, New Jersey

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West • 908-233-0065
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate

Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908 233-5555

Westfield...Come enjoy the comfort and convenience of this 3 Bedroom
Victorian with its’ high ceilings, vintage accents  and airy sun soaked rooms.
With its’ coveted “in town” location, just steps to downtown Westfield,
NYC transportation & Mindowaskin Park  this property scores a Walk Score
of 92. Totally renovated from top to bottom & stunning in every way. It’s all
in the details … Offered at $599,000.

Westfield...Built in 1927 this casual cottage is utterly charming. Larger
than it appears,  the comfortable floor plan boasts two 1st floor bedrooms
& a large  eat-in Kitchen. Unlike typical cape cods, the 2nd floor of this
vintage home was designed with high ceilings. Beautifully maintained and
updated. Offered at $479,000.

COMING SOON OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/17 1-4pm • 519 W Grove Street

Sue Adler

Inman Names Adler Among
Top Real Estate Professionals

Inman News, the real estate
industry’s most authoritative source
of market conditions, trends, tech-
nology and financial news, released
its 100 Most Influential Real Estate
Professionals in 2013 and for the
second year in a row has chosen Sue
Adler. Ms. Adler, who heads a team
with Keller Williams Realty in Short
Hills, N.J., has been the number one
agent in New Jersey for eight con-
secutive years with 2012 sales of $62
million. What sets Ms. Adler apart
from the many other pro-
fessionals in the field is
her pioneering approach
in bringing the voice of
the consumer to the fore-
front of the industry. Her
nationally recognized,
consumer-centric website,
www.sueadler.com, is ever
evolving to meet the
changing needs of buyers
and sellers. Most recently,
she has added in brand
new home matching algorithms for
sellers and user-friendly home search
tools for buyers.

It makes perfect sense that Inman
placed Ms. Adler in the category of
Technology and included her
amongst this prestigious group of
real estate professionals. Recogniz-
ing her innovative marketing and

social media approach and novel style
in realizing the importance of listen-
ing to the consumer, Ms. Adler has
become a true leader in the field.

Her latest endeavor, Hear It Direct
(www.hearitdirect.com), brings her
consumer-oriented philosophy one
step further. In 2011, she co-founded
this full-day consumer panel real es-
tate conference designed for industry
professionals to learn directly from
homebuyers and sellers through panel
discussions and online home search

demonstrations. For the
first time, the consumer
rather than the realtors gets
the chance to take the stage
and voice their thoughts
and opinions. This com-
ing March, Ms. Adler is
bringing the event closer
to home at The Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn,
N.J.

“I am honored and
humbled to be recognized

for the second year in a row by Inman
News and to be amongst this cel-
ebrated list of real estate profession-
als who are carving new paths in the
industry. My continued objective is
to hear the voice of the consumer and
take measures to ensure that their
concerns and opinions are consid-
ered first, resulting in the ultimate
consumer experience,” said Sue
Adler. “Buying and selling a home
can be a stressful experience, and my
team is here to guide the consumer
through every step of the process.
Thank you, Inman, for recognizing
our energy and hard work.”

Visit Ms. Adler’s website,
www.sueadler.com, for more infor-
mation on her team and the towns she
represents – Millburn/Short Hills,
Summit, Maplewood, South Orange,
Livingston, Madison, Chatham, New
Providence and Westfield – includ-
ing resources with links, videos, in-
teractive maps and vital community
information. Sue Adler can be reached
at sue@sueadler.com or (973) 464-
9129.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Cougar Matmen Peel
Orange in Sections

The third-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team broke the school
record with 20 wins and peeled sixth-
seeded Orange, 60-9, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Group 2, Section 2
tournament in Cranford on February 11.

Chase Gunther (106-lbs) received
a forfeit. Dave Busch (120-lbs) earned
a majority decision. Andrew
Tompkins (126-lbs) won by pin in
5:26. Diego Castro (132-lbs) claimed
a 7-4 decision. Gavin Murray (138-
lbs) pinned in 5:34. Nick Frediani
(145-lbs) added a majority decision.

Corey Birch (152-lbs) and Jimmy
Dwyer (160-lbs) each won by technical
fall. Corey Markovitch (170-lbs) pinned
his opponent in 1:25. Rob Kessler (195-
lbs) pinned his opponent in 23 seconds.
Jeff Weiss pinned his opponent in 3:33 at
220-lbs, and heavyweight Jon El-Khoury
won by decision.

The third-seeded hosting North
Hunterdon High School wrestling team
edged the sixth-seeded, 18-2 Westfield
Blue Devils, 31-25, in the first round
of the North Jersey, Group 4, Section
2 tournament on February 11. The
outcome of the match came down to
the final bout where Lion Liam Korbul
earned a 7-2 victory at 195-lbs.

Dan Pepe won a 13-4 majority deci-
sion over Blue Devils Cotter Spurlock
at 220-lbs. Blue Devil Heavyweight
Kyle Kania decisioned Anthony
Buygi, 6-0. At 106-lbs, Paul Robinson
claimed an 8-0, majority decision over
Nick Kalimtzis then Derek Ciavarro
defeated John Fuller, 5-2, at 113-lbs.
At 120-lbs, Lion Matt Moncourtois
grabbed a 15-4, majority decision over
Yusef Dwider then Ryan Pomrinca
won by 12-3, majority decision over
Anthony Aldana at 126-lbs.

Blue Devil Matt Barber decisioned

Brian Smolinsky, 3-1, at 132-lbs. At
138-lbs, Nick Velez pinned Eric Mar-
tin in 28 seconds. Nick Rotondo edged
Mike Sicola, 1-0, at 145-lbs. Colin
Barber dropped to 152-lbs and pinned
Brendon Balzono in 1:24. Lion Mike
Ciavarro defeated Vin DiFilippo via
10-2, majority decision at 160-lbs.

At 170-lbs, Joe Guzzo grabbed a
20-5, 5:53, technical fall over Kevin
Frega. Blue Devil Brian Bulger earned
a 15-4, majority decision over Bran-
don Loftus at 182-lbs. Korbul de-
feated Nick Arnold, 7-2, at 195-lbs.

UC Viking Boys Stop
Cougar Cagers, 76-71
The Union Catholic High School

boys basketball team out-shot the
Cranford Cougars, 76-71, in Cranford
on February 7. Damon Lynn netted
20 points, including five 3-pointers,
for the 16-3 Vikings. Reggie Green
led the Cougars with 24 points and 12
rebounds. Chris Wills bucketed 17
points, including four 3-pointers. John
Oblachinski put in 14 points, Tommy
Trotter scored eight points and Stefan
Fedorchak scored six.
Union Catholic 21 14 24 17 76
Cranford 26 14 20 11 71

Farmer Cagers Sting
Lady Blue Devils, 49-47

The 14-8 Union High School girls
basketball team built up a 28-14 lead
at the half but had to hold on tightly to
salvage a 49-47 win over the 14-8
Westfield Blue Devils in Union on
February 7. Adora Moneme led the
Lady Farmers with 16 points. Blue
Devils Lil Scott and Jackie Knapp
finished with 19 points and 18 points,
respectively, while Megan Mondon
scored six points.
Westfield   6   8 15 18 47
Union 12 16 12   9 49

UCT Girls Basketball
Seeding Selections:

The Roselle Catholic girls basket-
ball team received the top seed for the
Union County Tournament, which
began with a preliminary round on
February 9. Cranford received the
second seed, Governor Livingston
received the third seed, New Provi-
dence received the fourth seed and
Linden got the fifth seed.

The first round was scheduled for
February 11 and the quarterfinals have
been scheduled for today, February
14, at Rahway, Johnson and Roselle
Catholic. The semifinals have been
set for Monday, February 18, at sites
to be announced, and the champion-
ship will be held at Kean University
on Sunday, February 24, at 6 p.m.

FIRST ROUND:
17-Kent Place/16 Elizabeth winner vs.
1-Roselle Catholic
9-Dayton vs. 8-Oak Knoll
20-Roselle/13-Plainfield winner vs. 4-
New Providence
12-Summit vs. 5-Linden
18-Brearley/15-Union Catholic winner
vs. 2-Cranford
10-Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. 7-
Westfield
19-Rahway/14-Johnson winner vs. 3-
Gover Livingston
11-Hillside vs. 6-Union

N. Hunterdon Matmen Edge
Blue Devils in Section, 31-25

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Raider Tom Bonacum drives to the basket and
draws a foul with 10 seconds remaining in the county game against Rahway in
Clark. Bonacum sank both free throws to seal the 44-43 victory.

Raider Cagers Sting
Westfield in UCT, 46-44

The 10th-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team rolled with an 18-4 third
quarter spurt and held on to defeat
seventh-seeded Westfield, 46-44, in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament in Rahway on February
11. Tabitha Dwunfour had 14 rebounds
and 10 points, while Taylor Sebolao
netted 17 points for the Raiders
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 11   7 16 49
Union Catholic 10   6   8   9 33
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ANNE WEBER, CNRS
Sales Associate

Office: (908) 233-0065 • Direct: (908) 518-5285 • Cell: (908) 456-2500

Anne.Weber@cbmoves.com

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE
600 North Avenue, West Westfield, NJ 07090

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Congratulations On Your Outstanding 
Accomplishment In 2012!

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

*Based on total number of units in Westfield, Fanwood  & Scotch Plains according to MarketQuest data for the period 1/1/2012-12/31/2012.

LEADING HER MARKETPLACE
ONCE AGAIN…

• #2 Agent in combined total unit production in Westfield, Fanwood & Scotch Plains for 2012*
• NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1999-2012
• Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Agents in New Jersey & Rockland County
• Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite 2012

HESS SCORES 21 PTS; TORESCO NETS 14 PTS, 12 RBS

Cardinal Boys ‘Steal’, 60-50,
Win over Blue Devil Cagers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stepped up success in taking ad-
vantage of Westfield mistakes to cre-
ate numerous steals that were con-
verted to lay-ups or forced fouls,
allowed the 9-11 Plainfield High
School boys basketball team to roll
with a 21-point fourth quarter to
defeat the 13-7 Blue Devils, 60-50,
in Westfield on February 7.

“We turned over the ball a little
too much. We were working on
breaking their press. We did at times,
but we turned the ball over once, we
turned it over twice, we turned it
over three times. It built up for them.
Against these good teams, we need
to take care of the ball. We can’t let
them score off our mistakes,” Blue
Devil senior guard Keegan Hess said.

After the first quarter, the Blue
Devils’ best success came when the
ball got into Hess’ hands. Hess was
effective inside and out with three 3-
pointers and several successful lay-

ups that also drew fouls. Hess fin-
ished with a game-high 21 points.

“That was working, but we needed
a little bit more. Scott [Toresco] was
playing well in the first half then we
had trouble getting him the ball in
the second half. We needed him, me
and everyone else to start playing
better towards the fourth quarter,
coming down the clutch. It didn’t
happen tonight, but hopefully we
will get it for Sunday [county tour-
nament game against New Provi-
dence],” Hess said.

Toresco had mounds of success in
the first quarter, scoring 11 of the
Blue Devils’ 18 points, while the
Cardinals scored 13. The Blue Dev-
ils set up several smooth plays to get
the ball into Toresco during the quar-
ter. Toresco, who had two steals, two
tipped balls and two assists, finished
with 14 points and led the team with
12 rebounds, including six offen-
sive grabs.

The Blue Devils’ best success

came on a 12-4 run down the stretch
of the first quarter, beginning with
sophomore guard Danny Mitchell
going to the line and hitting a pair
of free throws. Toresco rolled in a
lay-up then fed junior Dave Kane,
who nailed a 3-pointer. Mitchell
then fed Toresco, who banged a
three. Toresco added a lay-up on
Mitchell’s assist. Mitchell finished
the game with six points, four as-
sists and two steals, while Kane
finished with seven points, two as-
sists and four rebounds.

Hess scored eight points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, in the second quarter
and hit nine more, including two
more 3-pointers, in the third quarter
as the Blue Devils clung to a 40-39
lead entering the fourth quarter. Car-
dinal Denzel Christian sank eight of
his 14 points in the second quarter,
and Donzel Johnson sank six of his
14 points in the third quarter.

During that time, the Blue Devils

Blue Devil Boys Place Third
At Group 4, Sectional Track

The Westfield High School (WHS)
boys track & field team placed third
with a total of 40 at the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 championships
held at Bennett Center in Toms River
on February 10. Columbia took top
honors with 56 points, and North
Hunterdon placed second at 53.

Peter Fagan placed first and set a
meet record in the pole vault with a
clearance of 14-6. The old meet
record of 13-4 was set by Ryan Pot-
ter of Hunterdon Central in 2011.
Kevin Smith set a meet record in the
800 meters with a time of 1:57.51,
topping the old record of 1:57.61 set
last year by Lance Weaver of
Piscataway.

Matt Luppino crossed second in
the 1,600 with a time of 4:25.9 and
also finished fourth in the 3,200 with
a time of 9:56.67. Adam Lupicki fin-
ished fifth in the 400 at 52.72. Joseph

Obiajulu placed fifth in the high jump
with a height of 5-8. Sid Douglas,
Lupicki, Smith and Obiajulu finished
fourth in the 4x400 with a time of
3:34.16.

The Blue Devils girls placed eighth
in their meet with a total of 15. Johanna
Mermer finished second in the 3,200
meters with a personal-record (PR)
time of 11:36.25. Erica Fischer
crossed seventh with a PR 12:09.69
and Elisabeth Neylan finished ninth
with a PR 12:13.03. Gabby Stravach
placed fourth in the 1,600 with a PR
and WHS record time of 5:22.2.

Jenna Helfand finished sixth in the
55 meters at 7.65. Amanda Fischer,
Sophia Goldschmidt, Kelly Morrison
and Lily Burtness finished fifth in the
4x400 at 4:11.44.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
placed fourth with a total of 19 in the
Group 3 sectional championship.

Irvington won with a total of 82. Billy
Castore placed second in the shot put
with a toss of 45-3.25, and Christian
Zoufaly placed second in the pole
vault with a height of 12-6. Cameron
Smith took fifth in the 400 with a time
of 53.54. Joe Dzuback took sixth in
the 1,600 at 4:36.15.

The Raider girls placed fourth with
a total of 37 in their section. Mendham
placed first with 78 points. Samantha
Renfree placed second in the shot put
with a push of 33-0. Christine Charles
placed second in the high jump with
a clearance of 5-0. The 4x400 team
also took second with a time of 4:16.2.
Christine Miklas placed third in the
55 hurdles at 9.0. Tori Baliatico fin-
ished fifth in the 400 at 1:01.82.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP TO THE NEXT LEVEL…Blue Devil seniors, pictured, left to right, Shane Kronick, Jake Heroux and Henry
Smith have signed to play soccer at the next level. Kronick will attend Penn State University in the fall, Heroux will be a
Loyola University Maryland Greyhound and Smith will be a Gettysburg University Bullet.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Probitas Verus Honos

Blue Devils Kronick, Heroux, Smith
Sign Letters to Play College Soccer

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING SCORER OF THE GAME…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, right, led all scorers with 21 points in the game against
the Plainfield Cardinals. The Cardinals won, 60-20, in Westfield on February 7.
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Cardinals Defeat Blue Devil Cagers, 60-50
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

were still setting up nice plays, but
they began to get off the mark on their
lay-ups or outside shots. The Cardi-
nals got the rebounds and got the ball
down court quickly to go on the of-
fensive.

“We were getting in the hole pretty
well, but we didn’t end up finishing
it. It’s been our main concern all year.
If we get the ball in and we focus, we
tend to win more games. Today, we
scored a good amount, but it comes to
defense,” Hess said.

The fourth quarter began with a
foul on a 3-point attempt. Johnson
went to the line and sank two of three.
Toresco nailed his second 3-pointer,
but Christian Cook, who finished with
eight points, followed with a 3-pointer
that sparked a 14-0 run to give the
Cardinals a 55-43 lead with less than
three minutes remaining. From that
point, the Cardinals went to the line
and sank three of six free throws and
added a lay-up.

“We played hard enough in the
first half then we dropped off at some
point in the third quarter. And we
never really got back to it. We shot
the ball well. We got the ball to the

people who needed it. We just didn’t
have enough,” Hess said.

Next on the schedule would be the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament, which features four teams –
Roselle Catholic, Patrick School,
Elizabeth and Linden – that are ranked
in the top-10 in the state, in addition
to several schools that are highly ca-
pable of doing damage in their re-
spective sectional tournaments.
Westfield received the seventh seed
and was expected to play 18th seed
New Providence in Rahway on Feb-
ruary 10.

“It’s great playing against teams
like this. It’s a lot of fun. This year, we

had a different schedule. It’s great
playing these teams. We have a good
chance to make a good run in the
tournament. Everyone is ready. We
just must be ready to play,” Hess said.
Plainfield 13 18   8 21 60
Westfield 18 10 12 10 50

Westfield PAL White Levels
Ridge, 45-22, in League Finale

The Westfield PAL Wrestling White
Team, concluded its Raritan Valley
League season by defeating Ridge,
45-22 on February 9 at Ridge. The
White the team locked up second
place in the league with a 8-1 record.
Their only set back was a two-point
loss to Bound Brook late last month.

Westfield won the first five matches
to vault to a 27-0 lead. Jayden Moore
started with a technical fall at 50lbs.
Ethan Composto and Luke Jacobs fol-
lowed with decisions at 53 and 57lbs,
respectively. Quinn Gimblette, had a
decisive first period pin at 60lbs. Jack-
son Jordan scored a 9-1, major deci-
sion at 63 lbs, followed by another
quick pin by Jake Holtzman at 67lbs.

Ridge’s lineup was very strong at
the upper weights and Westfield was
expecting a furious comeback.
Ridge’s 70lb wrestler, Jake Fern, was
undefeated and faced Ray Hurtt. Fern
scored a quick takedown, but Hurtt
fought through it and hit an aggres-
sive five-point Peterson move in the
second period to take the lead.

“You could feel the momentum
shifting in dual meet as we started the
70lb match,” said Coach Michael Price.

“The crowd began to explode on that
first take down, feeling a rally was in
store. But Ray kept his composure,
and simply outwrestled and out-
hustled his opponent. This match took
any remaining wind out of their sails.
It was Ray’s best match of the year and
couldn’t have come at a better time”.

Michael Price added a 6-4 win at
77lbs, Tom Clancy scored a pin at
100lbs and Tony Ondi won by forfeit
at 105lbs to close out the scoring.

The White Team wrestlers will now
attempt to bring home the Raritan
Valley Tournament Title on Satur-
day, February 23, at South Plainfield.

WESTFIELD 45, RIDGE 22
50lbs – Moore (W) tf Treich 15-0
53lbs – Composto (W) d. Reynolds 6-3
57lbs – Jacobs (W) d Mahdavian 9-2
60lbs – Gimblette (W) p. Capizzi :50
63lbs – Jordan (W) md. Sinofsky 9-1
67lbs – Holtzman (W) p. Thomas :40
70lbs – Hurtt (W) d. Fern 5-3
73lbs – Mocciaro (R) md. Kobrin 9-0
77lbs – M. Price (W) d. Duguay 6-4
80lbs – Lorino (R) d. Mesbah 4-0
85lbs – Newman (R) d. J. Price 4-2 OT
90lbs – Macken (R) p. Brock 1:40
95lbs – Newman (R) d. Greco 4-1
100lbs – Clancy (W) p. Clarck 2:10
105lbs – Ondi (W) by forfeit
HWT – Molinilla (R) d. Heard 6-2

QUALIFYING FOR STATES…Three wrestlers from Westfield’s PAL league
program, qualified for the USA Wrestling NJ Wrestling Federation 2013 State
Tournament. Luke Jacobs (age 8), center, took first in 55lb weight class, Chase
Turnof (age 7), right, took second in 50lb weight class, and Jack Price (age 8), left,
took third at heavyweight. All three participated in the bantam division. The boys
will wrestle for the state title on March 16 in Union. The boys were coached by
Michael Price (pictured) and Darren Composto (not pictured).

FSPY Cheerleaders
Wrap Up Classes

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
Cheerleading program wrapped up
its classes for the late fall session on
February 3 by putting on a halftime
show at the Men’s Basketball
League’s game between basketball
teams, “Above the Rim” and
“Hooptown” at the Y’s Martine Av-
enue location. The girls performed
some of their favorite cheers and each
class performed their pom-pom rou-
tine.

UCSSL Seeks Softball
Players for Season

The Union County Senior Soft-
ball League is seeking experienced
players for its slow pitch softball
season in both its 50+ Division (born
1963 or earlier) and its 60+ Divi-
sion (born 1953 or earlier).

Each team plays two games per
week beginning in mid-April and
ending with league playoffs in late
August. If interested, contact the
league commissioner at
UCSSL938@comcast.net or (908)
232-0477.

Westfield Devilfish Compete
In 8U NJ ‘Y’ Championship
The Westfield Area “Y” 8U swim-

mers competed at the NJ YMCA 8U
Championships held at Raritan Bay
YMCA in Perth Amboy on February
2. Devilfish Aidan Trenery launched
the championship season in style by
breaking the Westfield “Y” team
record in the 25-yard backstroke with
a winning time of 16.85.

7U Girls: Emma Brown – 12th
place (25-fly); Katherine Li – sev-
enth (25-breast), 12th (25-back.)

7U Boys: Danny McGann – 13th
(25-free), 15th (25-back); Aidan
Trenery – first (25-back — team
record), eighth (25-fly), 14th (50-free.)

8U Girls: Alyssa Hitzel – 16th
(50-free, 25-fly); Sarah Kennedy –
16th (25-back); Rebecca Montero –
ninth (50-free), 11th (25-fly); Kelly

Sullivan – 11th (25-breast); Hitzel,
Sullivan, Abigail Bebel, Vivian
Jeckell – 16th (100-medley relay.)

8U Boys: Roan Baker – eighth
(50-free), ninth (25-breast, 25-fly);
Billy Maguire – ninth (25-free), 16th
(50-free); John Veres – 12th (25-
breast), 13th (25-free); TJ Walsh –
10th (25-fly), 11th (25-free), 16th
(25-back); Kevin Warren – seventh
(100IM), 13th (25-free), 15th (25-
breast); Peter Youssef – 15th (100IM);
Trenery, Baker, Warren, Maguire –
second (100-medley relay-A); Leo
Magiamele, Veres, Youssef, Walsh-
10th (100-medley relay-B.); Baker,
Maguire, Warren, Trenery – fourth
(100-free relay-A); Walsh, Carsen
Sharkey, Youssef, Veres – 10th (100-
free relay-B.)
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY WILL HOLD A BUD-
GET WORKSHOP MEETING ON THURS-
DAY, FEBRUARY 28,, 2013, AT 7:00 P.M.,
IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, COUN-
CIL CHAMBERS, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NJ.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS
MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE 2013
MUNICIPAL BUDGET.  ACTION MAY BE
TAKEN.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK

2 T - 2/14/13
& 2/21/13, The Leader Fee: $31.62

Probitas Verus Honos

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This completely remodeled Colonial offers 3
Bedrooms and 2.1 Baths. The Eat-In-Kitchen has stainless steel
appliances, granite countertops and a marble subway tile backsplash.
A master bath, foyer, finished basement, professional landscape,
laundry room and attached garage complete this lovely home.
Additional features include central air, hardwood floors, moldings,
and recessed lighting. $650,000.

Niki

Fry

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Charming 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial. Light and
bright open floor plan with gleaming hardwood floors, wood burning
fireplace, renovated Eat In Kitchen with custom cabinetry. Finished
basement. First floor bath(2009), GAS Furnace(2006), exterior painted
(2008). Great location close to schools, town and train. $629,900.

Carol

DiGraci

SPLIT

WESTFIELD. Beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Split
Level home features large open Living Room/Dining Room, Eat-In
Kitchen, spacious ground level Family Room, large private backyard
with patio, Built-in Garage. Close to downtown Westfield. Low taxes.
Minutes from Lenape, Nomahegan and Echo Lake parks. $359,900.

Associate of the Month

Sonia

Rivera-Hooey

Carol DiGraci
Top Sales, Top Units and Top Dollar Volume

for the Month of January

Jacqueline

“Jackie”

Waldman

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes
located in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of five
new homes situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch
Plains by the golf course & country club. This home features 4 bedrooms,
3.5 baths. FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops
& wood cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like
master bath, 3 additional Bedrooms & 2 baths w/ walk up attic. $799,900.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. Dramatic 2-story entrance foyer and versatile
floor plan. This home boasts an impeccable gourmet kit w/center island
that seats ten, cherry hard-wood flooring, 17 skylights, vaulted ceilings,
4 fireplaces, and a luxurious master suite w/balcony. A hidden backyard
oasis includes an IG pool surrounded by a stone water fall w/built-in
slide; gorgeous custom-crafted stone barbeque, and stone patio. This
yard also has a full batting cage for your baseball enthusiasts. $1,450,000.

Ernest

“Ernie”

Fantini

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSING WITH DETERMINATION…Blue Devil Dave Kane passes with authority in the game against Plainfield. Kane
scored seven points and added two assists and four rebounds.
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BETH SULLIVAN, ABR, ASP
Sales Associate

Office: (908) 233-0065 • Direct: (908) 233-6702 • Cell: (908) 578-3812
Beth.Sullivan@cbmoves.com

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE
600 North Avenue, West Westfield, NJ 07090

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Congratulations On Your Outstanding 
Accomplishment In 2012!

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

*Based on total dollar production and number of transactions in Fanwood according to MarketQuest data for the period 1/1/2012-12/31/2012.

LOOK WHO’S #1
IN FANWOOD!

• Top Agent in total volume and units for 2012*
• NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2003-2012
• Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Agents in New Jersey & Rockland County
• Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite 2012
• Certified National Trust Historic Homes Specialist & Cartus Relocation Specialist

JOYCE TAYLOR
Sales Associate

Office: (908) 233-0065 • Direct: (908) 233-6417
Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE
600 North Avenue, West Westfield, NJ 07090

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Congratulations On Your Outstanding 
Accomplishment In 2012!

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

*Based on total dollar production according to MarketQuest data for the period 1/1/2012-12/31/2012.

LEADING THE WESTFIELD
MARKET ONCE AGAIN!

• #2 Agent in Westfield based on Closed Unit Production for 2012*
• NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1977-2010, 2012
• Over 35 years of real estate experience
• Member of Coldwell Banker’s President’s Elite for 2012

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School senior
Reggie Green is on the threshold of
taking another giant step in his ath-
letic evolution when he walks on the
campus of the University of Pitts-
burgh to play Division I football.

Like most boys and girls, Green
got involved in youth sports early on
and with the encouragement of his
parents Charita and William.

“I moved here the Cranford in third
grade, and the first sport I played was
baseball in the spring. That’s when I
met all my friends and we started
playing football and basketball to-
gether. I remember when I was
younger playing football, I was al-
ways over the weight limit. I played
offensive and defensive lineman un-
til eighth grade. My freshman year I
started running the ball. I enjoyed
everything. I am truly blessed. My
parents and God have blessed me
with great people around me. It’s
been a great ride, and I hope I enjoy
it,” Green said.

Green also received plenty of en-
couragement in the usual from his
older brother Will, who is three years
older and presently plays basketball
at Fairleigh Dickenson University

“He taught me a lot. Ever since I
was a little kid, I always wanted to go
play sports with him and the big

boys. That’s where I learned to get
physical and that’s where I learned a
lot of my skills,” said Reggie, who
smiled and added, “He always picked
on me a lot. We would always go at it
[athletically], especially in the park
next to our house. We used to always
go there and play basketball.”

When he entered high school,
Green became in the true sense of the
word an all-around athlete, compet-
ing in football in the fall, basketball
in the winter and track in the spring
and excelling in all three.

“Track is my third sport. I used to
do it to keep in shape. I love compet-
ing. There is nothing better than lin-
ing up with people and racing next to
people. It gives you that competitive
edge,” Green said.

Especially with reference to track,
Green had a lot of help getting that
competitive edge with teammate and
friend Adham McGuire, who gradu-
ated last year. The two would battle it
out in the jumping events, especially
the triple jump where McGuire pres-
ently holds the school record.

“I have to beat his triple jump
record. I think 43-9 it is. Adham and
I were friends when we were both
younger. He was a running back in
football, and in track, we would al-
ways be together,” Green said.

In his first two years of high school,
Green was attracting more attention

as a basketball player than as a foot-
ball player then something happened

when Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
switched him to the quarterback po-
sition at the beginning of his junior
year.

“Coach told me I could play that
position, so I was working out a lot on
my throwing and running the offense,”
Green said.

In his junior year, the Cougars,
with Green behind center, established
a potent running game and with a
very stubborn defense defeated fa-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP TO ANOTHER LEVEL…Cranford Cougar Reggie Green has signed to play Division I football in the fall
for the University of Pittsburgh. Flanking Reggie are his parents, Charita and William, with Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier, left, and Director of Athletics Darren Torsone, right, behind him.FSPY Men’s Basketball Edges

Towards Competitive Playoff
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”

Men’s Basketball League’s season
edged closer to the playoffs with Fast
Break leading the pack with only one
loss with the majority of the teams all
hovering around .500. This week
Courtmasters recorded its second win
at the expense of Double Dribble.
Got Skillz, Above the Rim and Double
Dribble all dropped below .500.

Game 1: Hoop Town 53, Above the
Rim 37. Above the Rim led, 22-21 at
the half, but it was all Hoop Town in
the second half. Above the Rim’s top
scorer Jamal Berry led the offensive
charge for his team with 15 points,
but unfortunately, he fouled out.
Hooptown poured it on with the hot
hand of Brian Parker, who scored 27
points, and Scott Lowder, who scored
12. Parker also pulled 16 rebounds.

Game 2: Courtmasters 58, Double
Dribble 55. Courtmasters led 27-26
at the half. Jason Pompeo led
Courtmasters with 22 points. Most of

Pompeo’s points came in the second
half as he was repeatedly sent to the
line where he was 9-for-15.
Courtmasters Joe Encarnacion and
Gregg Carder both had 12 points. Jeff
Genebazo had six points from down-
town.

Double Dribble’s Marlon Brown
led all scorers with 25 points, includ-
ing four 3-pointers. Eric Halpin sank
nine points. Courtmasters were able
to fend off a last minute surge from
Double Dribble to win.

Game 3: Fast Break 47, Got Skillz
34. Fast Break led 18-17 at halftime.
Fast Breaker Tim Gray bucketed 12
points of his 16 points in the first half.
Jerry Baglien and Steve Lee netted
15 and 12 points, respectively. Fast
Break outscored Got Skillz 29-17 in
the second half. Kevin Gannon scored
11 points for Got Skillz. Irvin Charles-
ton and Tom St. John both had six
points. Gannon finished with 16 re-
bounds.

Cougar Reggie Green Signs To Be Univ. Pittsburgh Gridder
vored Parsippany Hills, 27-0, at Kean
University for the North Jersey, Group

3, Section 2 title. But in his senior
season, Green’s ability as an effec-
tive passer caught several opposing
teams off guard. Not only did he
amass 1,712 yards rushing with 19
touchdowns and two 2-point conver-
sions, but he also completed 62 of
110 passes for 681 yards, including
four touchdowns.

“A lot of people thought that all we
were going to do was run the ball.
Coach put in a few pass plays and I
worked on it a lot on the off-season,
so I could become a better passer,”

Green said.
This two-year run of excellence

definitely caught the eye of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh.

“I really didn’t think I was going to
play college football. At first, basket-
ball was my main sport, but going
into my junior year, we had a really
good year and won the state champi-
onship. Coach Rosenmeier said, ‘you
have a chance to play college foot-
ball. It’s something you really want
to think about.’ I thought about it and
college football was a way to get my
education in. I love the sport, so I am
really glad I got the opportunity,”
Green said.

After basketball season ends, Green
will be honing his skills in prepara-
tion for his college experience.

“They want me to still compete
and be in the weight room. I will do a
lot in the off-season, especially in the
springtime, I am going to work on
track. I am going to work on catching
and working on being a wide re-
ceiver,” Green said.

Royal Ladies Defeat
Cougar Cagers, 39-28
The Oak Knoll High School girls

basketball team upped its record to
18-3 with a 39-28 victory over the
Cranford Lady Cougars in Summit
on February 7. Kerri Moran scored
15 points for the Royals, while Jess
McCoy sank 12 points and Kaitlin
McGovern scored seven for the 14-7
Cougars.
Cranford   4   4 13   7 28
Oak Knoll   7 15   5 12 39

Westfield Icemen Chill
Cranford Cougars, 4-0
The 13-4-3 Westfield High School

ice hockey team shut out the 10-6-2
Cranford Cougars, 4-0, at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on February 6. Dane
Huber scored the Blue Devils first
goal in the first period and added a
pair of assists. Liam Devin, on assists
from Huber and Sam Meyer, scored
in the second period. In the third
period Andrew Stern scored on an
assist from Nick Grawehr, who scored
next on an assist from Huber.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –Rose Ruffini, 98, Lifelong Parishioner;
Owned Town Lunch With Her Husband
Rose P. Ruffini, 98, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, February 6,
2013, at the Delaire Nursing Center
in Linden.

Born and raised in Westfield, she
was a lifelong resident of Westfield.

Mrs. Ruffini and her late husband,
Joseph, owned and operated Town
Lunch in Westfield for many years
before retiring. She was a lifelong
member of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where
she participated in the seniors group.

Her husband, Joseph, predeceased
her in 2005. Surviving are her son,
Joseph Ruffini, Jr.; her daughter,
Pauline Roth; her sister, Teresa

Malinski; five grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Monday,
February 11, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
the Holy Trinity Church in Westfield.
Interment took place afterward at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P. O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J.
07091. For additional information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

February 14, 2013

Broadway Performer to Sing
Songs From World War II

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will feature
Broadway performer Karen Luschar,
singing songs of World War II, at its
“Sunday Sounds Concert
Series” on March 3 from
2 to 3 p.m. Richard
Danley will accompany
her on keyboard.

Deeply drawn to this
era, Ms. Luschar real-
ized how vital this music
was to America’s history
and the importance it had
in keeping spirits high
while so many were sac-
rificing so much. She is
determined to not let this
music be forgotten.

A performer with over a three oc-
tave range, her work has been seen on
Broadway, Off-Broadway, in national
tours, Japan, Canada, Las Vegas, tele-
vision and film, as well as other per-
formances. She has performed in
every state except Alaska and has
also choreographed more than 100

shows, including the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade for 16 years.

Some of her performing credits
include My Fair Lady, Phantom of

the Opera, Brigadoon,
Oklahoma!, Carousel,
Cabaret, West Side
Story, Baby, The Boy-
friend, and Broadway –
an event that garnered
international attention
because it was directed
by the legendary Broad-
way impresario George
Abbott on his 100th
birthday.

This concert will be
open to the public with-
out charge. All ages are

welcome. No registration is required.
Seating will begin at 1:30 p.m. In the
event of cancellation, check the
library’s website, scotlib.org. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Karen Luschar

Literacy Volunteers Reveal
Upcoming Tutor Training

CRANFORD – Literacy Volunteers
of Union County (LVUC), dedicated
to providing free, student-centered
tutoring services to adults who struggle
to read, write and speak English, cur-
rently is registering for its February/
March 2013 New Tutor Training class.

The 15-hour volunteer training will
be held Mondays, February 25, March
4, March 11 and March 18, from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford. Pre-registration is
required. Attendance is required at all
sessions to become a certified tutor of
both Basic Reading Skills and English
as a Second Language.

Literacy Volunteer tutors will be
matched with a student or students
from the growing waiting list of adults
who have turned to Literacy Volunteers
for help reading, writing and speaking
English. Volunteer tutors meet with
their students in a public location, usu-
ally a Union County public library, for
one to two hours each week. New
volunteers are asked to make a com-
mitment of 50 hours, which usually
takes about one year to complete.

LVUC provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the form
of free in-services on specific topics
such as Health Literacy, Learning
Disabilities, Financial Literacy and
Developing ESL Conversation and
Small Group Instruction. LVUC’s
Tutor Liaison Committee provides
additional support through a
mentoring program, which brings
more experienced tutors and new
volunteers together to share ideas.

To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak and

read English and willing to tutor in
Union County. Volunteers do not need
to have any teaching experience and
do not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. During the tutor training, new
volunteers will learn techniques and
develop skills to tutor adult learners.

There is a $40 non-refundable reg-
istration fee to cover the cost of ma-
terials distributed to new volunteers
at the workshop. Need-based schol-
arships are available to cover the cost
of registration for qualifying indi-
viduals and are based on availability.
For more information, call Literacy
Volunteers of Union County at (908)
486-1777 or visit lvaunion.org.

Local Libraries Taking Part
In Audio and Braille Project
AREA – Eleven New Jersey librar-

ies, among them the Scotch Plains
Public Library and the Kenilworth
Public Library, have been selected to
participate in a pilot project initiated
by the New Jersey State Library Talk-
ing Book and Braille Center (TBBC).

The project will assist eligible resi-
dents with accessing and download-
ing audio books and magazines from
the Braille and Audio Reading Down-
load (BARD) website. The National
Library Service for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped, a division of
the U.S. Library of Congress, has made
this national database available.

The goal of the project is to allow
public libraries to provide local assis-
tance to TBBC members and their
caregivers with the complicated BARD
downloading process. New Jersey resi-
dents who are affected by a physical
impairment, a reading disability or a
visual impairment may be eligible.

“This initiative will help us expand
the services of the Talking Book and
Braille Center to new, underserved
populations in New Jersey,” said
Adam Szczepaniak, director of
TBBC. “It will help to make a differ-
ence for those who, for whatever

reason, have difficulty reading printed
material. This is an important part-
nership for TBBC.”

A wide range of free services cur-
rently is available to registered TBBC
members, including digital audiobook
players and audiobook cartridges,
Braille books, downloadable
audiobooks and audio magazines.
Users also have access to news read-
ing services such as Audiovision,
TBBC’s own New Jersey newspaper
reading service, and the National Fed-
eration for the Blind’s Newsline, which
offers more than 300 newspapers,
magazines and wire services.

In addition to Scotch Plains and
Kenilworth, participating pilot pro-
gram libraries include Atlantic County
Library, Galloway Township Branch;
East Brunswick Public Library; Jer-
sey City Public Library; Johnson Pub-
lic Library (Hackensack); Monroe
Township Public Library (Middlesex);
Morris County (Whippany); Mount
Laurel Library; Pequannock Town-
ship Public Library and Somerset
County Library, Bridgewater.

For more information about the
BARD pilot project and other TBBC
services, visit njsltbbc.org/.

Charles E. Taylor, 91, Active Volunteer;
Was Decorated World War II Veteran

Charles Edward Taylor, 91, of
Midlothian, Va. passed away after an
extended illness on Sunday, Febru-
ary 3, 2013.

“Charlie” was born and
raised in Westfield, N.J.
and worked for AT&T in
New York City for over
40 years. He initially re-
tired to Carolina Trace in
Sanford, N.C., and more
recently lived in
Brandermill Woods,
Midlothian, Va.

Charlie is survived by
his wife, Jean Hearn Tay-
lor; two daughters, Duane
Green of Unionville, Va.
and Linda Clements of
Detroit, Mich., and two sons, Wayne
Hoffman of Atlanta, Ga. and Warren
Hoffman of Chatham, N.J. He also is
survived by six grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild. Charlie was prede-
ceased by his first wife, Verna Halstead
Taylor, and his second wife, Enid
Hoffman Taylor.

First Lieutenant Taylor was a deco-
rated World War II U.S. Army Air
Corps veteran, former POW, and was
honored by both NATO and the Royal
Netherlands Air Force when his B-24

Liberator plane was found and iden-
tified in 1975. Charlie was an active
member of the American Legion and
past post commander.

He recently was awarded
four medals in a thrilling,
though belated, ceremony
at Brandermill Woods: the
Prisoner of War Medal, the
American Campaign
Medal, the World War II
Victory Medal and the Euro-
African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal with One
Bronze Service Star.

Charlie also was actively
involved in volunteering
with the Boy Scouts, nu-
merous school and YMCA

activities, and most recently was a
member of the Brandermill Woods
Church. He enjoyed golf and gar-
dening as well.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 4600 Cox Road, Suite 130, Glen
Allen, Va. 23060. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 23, 2013, at 11 a.m. at the
Brandermill Woods Church, 4500
Millridge Parkway, Midlothian, Va.

February 14, 2013

Charles E. Taylor

Charles S. Biggs, III, 81, Was Rotarian;
Owner of Local Insurance Agency

Charles S. Biggs, III, 81, of Lake-
wood passed away on Wednesday,
February 6, 2013, at Harrogate Life
Center in Lakewood, N.J.

Born on July 3, 1931 in Baltimore,
Md. to Charles S. Biggs, Jr. and Eliza-
beth (Boyer) Biggs, he lived in Mary-
land, Glen Ridge, N.J. and Westfield,
N.J. before moving to Lakewood.
Mr. Biggs was a graduate of the
Wharton School of Finance and Com-
merce, the University of Pennsylva-
nia, the Kemper Insurance Institute
and P.I.A. School of Insurance. He
was the owner and operator of Charles
S. Biggs, Inc., an insurance agency in
Mountainside, N.J., retiring in 1994.

Charles also was a member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield and the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Mr. Biggs is survived by his wife,
Sella McNally-Biggs of Lakewood,
and his four sons, John of South

Plainfield, Thomas of Dorset, Vt.,
Andrew of Syracuse, N.Y. and Charles
S. Biggs, IV of Long Valley, N.J. He
also is survived by 16 grandchildren;
one great-grandchild and a sister, Jean
Bowman of Nickelson, Pa.

Visitation was on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 12, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the
Wesley United Methodist Church,
1500 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield. A funeral service took
place at the church on Tuesday at
11:30 a.m. Interment was at Mt. Zion
Cemetery in Bel Air, Md.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent in his name to the American
Cancer Society, 2600 US Highway 1,
North Brunswick, N.J. 08902. Con-
dolences may be sent to
www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com.
South Plainfield Funeral Home was
in charge of his arrangements.

February 14, 2013

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

R.T.

‘Y’ to Begin Exercise Class
For Seriously Overweight

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer a special fitness pro-
gram geared specifically for people
who are far from their ideal weight
and/or for those who are considering,
or have had, weight-loss surgery.

The new program, entitled “Exer-
cise for Everyone Plus,” will help par-
ticipants become healthy from the in-
side out. The class will begin this
Saturday, February 16, from 10 to
10:45 a.m. at the Main “Y” facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
The program will run on Saturdays for
eight weeks until April 6.

Participants will be able to ease
into exercise in a comfortable, non-
judgmental setting, according to the
“Y.” The class format is described as
fun, low-impact and one that uses
light weights to reduce body fat while
increasing cardiovascular fitness,
strength and lean muscle mass. A
“Y” personal trainer with a certifica-
tion in exercise for the obese will lead
the class.

Interested persons may register

online or in person at the Main “Y”
facility. For questions or more infor-
mation regarding this new bariatric
program, contact Westfield Area “Y”
Health and Wellness Director Jean
White at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 246, or e-mail
jwhite@westfieldynj.org. To learn
more about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org.

Respiratory Screening
Set For Next Week

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department and Over-
look Medical Center will offer a free
respiratory screening next Thursday,
February 21, from 10 a.m. to noon. It
will take place at the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

For information and pre-registra-
tion, call the Customer Service Com-
munity Health Department at Over-
look Medical Center at 1-(800) 247-
9580.

Garwood Knights Plan
Fish Fry Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus invites mem-
bers of the community to their Lenten
Fish Fry by Thistles tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 15, from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Knights council hall.

Baked fish will be available, for
those who cannot eat fried, along with
traditional fried fish. Chicken also will
be featured. Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance, $15 at the door, and $10 for
children under age 12. Participants
may dine in or get take-out meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the coun-
cil hall weekdays after 4:30 p.m. or
on weekends after 2 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 789-9809 or
Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Knights Council Hall is located
at 37 South Avenue, Garwood, oppo-
site PathMark. Parking is available in
the back lot, off of Willow Avenue.

Brendan’s Meadows Donates
Pet Oxygen Rescue Kits

MOUNTAINSIDE – Brendan’s
Meadows Rescue, a young, local,
dog-rescue organization, has an-
nounced the donation of pet oxygen
rescue kits to the Westfield and
Mountainside Fire Departments.

With memorial donations ear-
marked for the program from the
Christoffers family of Mountainside,
in honor of longtime resident Ruth
Christoffers, and the Zarro family, in
honor of their dog, Zena, Brendan’s
Meadows introduced the program to
Chiefs Dan Kelly of Westfield and
Pete Esemplare of Mountainside.

Amy Jester, vice-president of
Brendan’s Meadows, said, “the chiefs
were contacted and enthusiastically
embraced implementation of the pet-
rescue program, including the addi-
tion of pet oxygen kits to their re-
spective departments. Brendan’s

Meadows is proud to be able to reach
beyond the traditional concept of a
dog rescue organization by contrib-
uting to the wellbeing of not only
homeless pets, but all pets in the
community; it’s our way of saying
thank you for the community’s sup-
port.”

Each town has been supplied with
enough oxygen kits to equip each of
their engines.

Pet oxygen masks are designed
specifically to fit the muzzles and
snouts of dogs, cats and other house-
hold pets. This life-saving equipment
offers a continuous flow of healthy
oxygen, helping pets to breathe bet-
ter in cases of emergencies such as
home fires.

Although she hopes there will never
be a need, Ms. Jester said Brendan’s
Meadows is happy to provide life-
saving equipment for the pets of
Westfield, Mountainside and the sur-
rounding communities that will ben-
efit by shared fire department re-
sources.

For more information about
Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, adopt-
ing, becoming a foster family or
donating to Brendan’s Meadows or
the Pet Rescue Kit program, send
an e-mail to:
brendansmeadows@yahoo.com
and visit  the website,
brendansmeadows.com.

TO THE RESCUE…Pictured above is a demonstration of the pet oxygen rescue
kits that Brendan’s Meadows Rescue, a local dog-rescue group, recently donated
to the fire departments of Westfield and Mountainside.

Library to Spotlight
‘Backyard Gardening’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on Saturday, February 23, at
1:30 p.m. entitled “Backyard Gar-
dening.” The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Presenter Karen Camden will dis-
cuss spring planting and the basics
of gardening. She will cover such
topics as soils, tools and how to
choose the right plants. At the con-
clusion of the program, participants
should be able to design, plan and
execute the garden of their dreams.

Ms. Camden is the president of
Camden Associates, a consulting
firm that provides services in com-
munications and people skills, orga-
nizational assessments and clutter
control. She also is an avid gardener.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
find out if a library participates, ac-
cess the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension 0.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.: F-002870-13
FILE NO.: 36.2736

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
GERALDINE BATTLE

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint in a civil
action in which PNC BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION is plaintiff and ERIC
DAWKINS AND LISA R. DAWKINS, HUS-
BAND AND WIFE; GERALDINE BATTLE;
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PIN-
NACLE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, et als.
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey within thirty-five (35)
days after February 14, 2013 exclusive of
said date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, CN-971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the rules governing the
courts.

You are further advised that if you can-
not afford an attorney, you may call the
Legal Services office in the county where
you live or the Legal Services of New
Jersey Statewide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-
LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you do not have
an attorney and are not eligible for free
legal assistance, you may obtain a referral
to an attorney by calling the Lawyer Refer-
ral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies in the county of
venue are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Services: 908-353-4715. Legal Services:
908-354-4340

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage and
recovering possession of the lands and
premises described in a mortgage dated
June 25, 2003, recorded on July 24, 2003,
in Book 10220, Page 0624, INSTRUMENT
# 271635, made by ERIC DAWKINS AND
LISA R. DAWKINS, to the plaintiff and
covers real estate located at  1249 BRYANT
ST, RAHWAY, NEW JERSEY 07065, Tax
Lot 9, Block 147.

Pursuant to R. 4:4-4 and 4:64-1(d), me-
diation is available through the New Jer-
sey Courts. Forms and instructions may be
obtained on the Court’s web site at
www.njcourtsonline.com.

You, GERALDINE BATTLE are made a
defendant because you hold a mortgage/
lien/judgment that may affect the mort-
gage premises and the mortgage being
foreclosed herein. You are entitled to No-
tice of this action for any right, title, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against said
mortgage premises and your lien or en-
cumbrance on the mortgages premises is
subject to plaintiff’s mortgage.
Dated: FEBRUARY 14, 2013

Jennifer M. Perez,
Superior Court Clerk

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
(973) 473-3000
1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $66.30

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Family Law

Accredited Mediator

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

822 South Avenue West
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

SCIENCE OLYMPIADS…Edison Intermediate School science teacher, Willa
Schaefer, center, poses with her group of Science Olympiad students from Edison
Intermediate School (EIS). EIS students competed against hundreds of other
students from 21 other middle schools in 13 events.

Westfield Students Soar
In Science Olympiad
WESTFIELD - At a regional Sci-

ence Olympiad competition held at
Union County College, Edison Inter-
mediate School (EIS) eighth graders
Natalia Zeller MacLean and Evan
Binder won second place in Experi-
mental Design, and Sydney Gordner
and Mark Fico placed fourth in the
Mousetrap Vehicles event.

Eighteen EIS students competed
against hundreds of other students
from 21 middle schools in 13 events.
The Science Olympiad class, which
is offered as an eighth grade elective,
is taught by EIS Science teacher Willa
Schaefer. “Throughout the class we
work on activities that are centered
on concepts similar to those at the
competition, where students are given
objects and a task and create an ex-
periment,” stated Ms. Schaefer.

Mother Seton to Host
Gift Auction

CLARK - Mother Seton Regional
High School on Valley Road in Clark,
will host “Malt Shop Memories” Gift
Auction on Friday, March 1. Doors
will open at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in advance - tickets
will not be sold at the door. Value
Packs are $20 each. Tables can be
reserved. No one under 18 admitted

For tickets or more information
call (908) 468-0422 or email
arego66@aol.com.

Ithaca College
Announces Dean’s List

ITHACA, N.Y. - The following
local residents were named to the
Dean’s List at Ithaca College for
the fall 2012 semester.

Nicole Scalera, a resident of
Westfield and a senior Speech Lang
Path and Audio major, was named
to the Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s
School of Health Sciences and Hu-
man Performance.

Justine Gray, a resident of
Cranford and a sophomore Psychol-
ogy major, was named to the Dean’s
List in Ithaca College’s School of
Humanities and Sciences.

Benjamin Kraus, a resident of
Westfield and a sophomore Clini-
cal Health Studies major, was named
to the Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s
School of Health Sciences and Hu-
man Performance.

Carly Erman, a resident of
Westfield and a junior Occupational
Therapy major, was named to the
Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s
School of Health Sciences and Hu-
man Performance.

Benjamin Glassen, a resident of
Cranford and a junior Television-
Radio major, was named to the
Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s Roy
H. Park School of Communications.

 

D-BAT MOUNTAINSIDE 
PRESENTS 

 
DEMO DAY 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16
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11 AM – 2 PM 

 
D-BAT Mountainside 

1124 Globe Avenue 

Mountainside, N.J. 07092 

(908)518-7950 

info@dbatms.com 

 

 

PETS

Russian Blue, 5 month kitten,
male, vaccines up to date. Appli-
cation required, $90 adoption fee.
Rescue group tel: (908) 822-9662
4everscoopin@comcast.net

NANNY WANTED FOR INFANT

Nanny Needed in Fanwood. Infant
3 month old. Starting June 2013.
Full time- 7-7 Mon-Thurs, 9-4 Fri.
Ref. required. Car required.

Contact Erin
erin.t.finley@gmail.com

SALES-OFFICE SUPPLIES

Experienced Sales Inside /
Outside Person. Approx. 24 hrs

per week. Must have car.
Supplies-Supplies, Kenilworth

(908) 272-5100

BABYSITTER / DRIVER

Sitter w/car needed most days to
pick up 2 children from local school.
Responsibilities may vary but of-
ten include supervising HW,
snack, help w/dog, dinner started,
driving to activities/practice if
needed, etc. Hours typically 3 to 5,
w/one longer evening on Thurs. til
8. $15/hour. Approx $200/week.
Call Kathy (908) 789-3374

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings February 20th,

evenings April 10th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings March 11th.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends March 10th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

MOUNTAINSIDE

400-1000 sq.ft. available in full
service building near GSP and
Rte 22. All Services, ample park-
ing. Reasonable. (908) 789-8961

CRANFORD

Medical/health services offices
available in Cranford Medical
Building. All services, on site
parking, well known location.
Reasonable (908) 789-8961

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 1-5

Westfield - Historic Boulevard
House for Sale $849,500
Gracious CH Col.; 4BR; 2 1/2
BA; larger prop.; lower Westfield
taxes.  (908) 654-5135

www.756blvd.com

PET SITTING

Loving, responsible Day Care and
Overnight Boarding in a clean,
safe and peaceful environment.
Your dog will be part of my family.
Daily exercise at the park. Fenced
in yard. Individual attention.
Free pick up and drop off. Call
(908) 233-9070 for details.Dickinson College

Announces Dean’s List
CARLISLE, Pa. – Dickinson Col-

lege announced the following local
students were named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2012 semester.

Madeline Cushing Chandler, a
freshman and Dickinson and a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, she is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dana
Chandler of Westfield.

Valerie Irene Hoffman, a junior at
Dickinson and graduate of Westfield
High School, she is the daughter of
Jeffrey and Judy Hoffman of
Westfield.

All students earning a position on
the dean’s list, a recognition of aca-
demic excellence, must have a grade
point average of 3.7 or above on a 4.0
GPA scale for the semester.

University of Vermont
Announces Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, VT - The follow-
ing area students have been named to
the dean’s list for the fall 2012 semes-
ter at the University of Vermont:

Patrick T. Bergin of Westfield, a
sophomore majoring in Mechanical
Engineering in the College of Engi-
neering and Mathematical Sciences.

Alan Y. Chu of Westfield, a junior
majoring in Biochemistry in the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

Emily S. Mack of Westfield, a sopho-
more majoring in Communication
Science and Disorders in the College
of Nursing and Health Sciences.

To be named to the dean’s lists,
students must have a GPA of 3.0 or
better and rank in the top 20 percent
of their class in their respective col-
lege or school.

CLASSIFIEDS
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Westfield Adult School to
Offer New, Popular Classes
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Adult

School (WAS) is offering great oppor-
tunities to get involved. This semester,
the school is offering new classes and
continues to offers its popular classes.
These classes have been a great recre-
ation and learning resource.

The WAS’ new classes include Inter-
mediate Level Tennis, Belly Dancing,
Music Appreciation, How to Read
Music, Batik Methods, Perspective for
Artists, Container Gardening, Self Pub-
lishing, Senior Financial Safety, Social
Security 101, Finance for Women,
Retraining Your Brain for Success –
The Power of Positive Thinking, and
many more.

The popular classes continue in many
areas Trips and Excursions, Personal
Growth, Fun Fitness and Sports, Com-
puters, Arts Crafts and Hobbies, Nutri-
tion and Wellness, Dance and Dance

Fitness, Business Finance and Legal,
Landscaping and Plants, Travelogues,
Cooklogues and Artlogues and more.

The Westfield Adult School begins
its spring 2013 semester in the begin-
ning of March, so register now.

For more information visit
WestfieldAdultSchool.com. To regis-
ter call the school at (908) 232-4050,
register by mail, or register in person by
going to the main office of the high
school beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The Westfield Adult School is a non-
profit organization that has been dedi-
cated for many years to providing qual-
ity education and enrichment opportu-
nities. The Westfield Adult School is
committed to serving as an educational/
enrichment resource to Westfield and
the surrounding communities.

Westfield Lions Club Honors Peace Poster Winner

IMAGINE PEACE…The Westfield Lion’s Club honored Danny Hoerle, a
seventh grade student at Roosevelt Intermediate School, on January 30 for
winning the club’s poster contest “Imagine peace.” Pictured, left to right, are:
Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart Carey, Art Instructor Anne
Cohen, Westfield Lions President Kirsten Zellner, Danny and Westfield Lions

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Lions
Club honored Danny Hoerle, a seventh
grade student at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School for not only winning the
local competition, but also for being
the District 16E entry in the state com-
petition. District 16E covers Essex,
Morris and Union Counties with a total
of 43 Lions Clubs.

The theme of this year’s contest,
sponsored by the International Asso-
ciation of Lions Clubs was “Imagine
Peace.” Danny’s entry was selected for

its originality, artistic merit and por-
trayal of the contest theme.

Club President Kirsten Zellner said
she was impressed by the expression
and creativity of Danny’s poster and
that it was obvious that the students
have strong ideas about what peace
means to them.

Participating in the ceremony were
Roosevelt Intermediate School Princi-
pal Stuart Carey, Art Instructor Anne
Cohen, Lion Kirsten Zellner, Club
President and Lion Douglas Schembs,
Jr., Club Peace Poster Chair.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/5/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North Region – 2013; At Various Locations including

and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 13407

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 2/14/13, 2/21/13 and 2/28/13, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/26/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
RE-ADVERTISMENT Maintenance Drainage, Cleaning, Video and Repair Contract,
North – 2013; Various Locations, North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,
Passaic, Sussex, Union & Warren Counties; 100% State; DP No: 13416

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 2/7/13, 2/14/13 and 2/21/13, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-011823-12
FILE NO. 14741-12

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SER-
VICES LLC PLAINTIFF VS.
401-403 EAST SEVENTH
STREETMANAGEMENT,
LLC; GREENPOINT MORT-
GAGE FUNDING, INC.; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: 401-403 EAST SEVENTH STREET
MANAGEMENT, LLC;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 8, 2013, the Superior
Court Fixed March 28, 2013 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07061, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 26 BLOCK 610 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 080782 is
$34,544.94, together with interest from
November 30, 2012 and costs of $1,261.77.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION

Public notice is hereby given that Ordi-
nance #BOH 1-2013 entitled “An Ordi-
nance Relating to Personnel Positions and
Salary Ranges of Per Diem Employees of
the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield,
County of Union, State of New Jersey” of
which the following is a copy was intro-
duced, read and passed on first reading by
the Westfield  Board of Health at a regular
meeting held on February 4, 2013. The
Board of Health will further consider the
same for final passage on  March 4, 2013
at 5:30 P.M. The meeting will be held in the
Council Conference Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building located at 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
which time and place members of the
public will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH
ORDINANCE #1-2013

An Ordinance by the Board of Health of
the Town of Westfield entitled “An Ordi-
nance Relating to Personnel Positions and
Salary Ranges of Per Diem Employees of
the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield,
County of Union, and State of New Jer-
sey”.

Section 1
The following personnel positions and

salary ranges are hereby established for
per diem employees of the Board of Health:

Job Title Hourly Rate

Per Diem Nurse $25.00—$38.00
Per Diem REHS $25.00—$38.00
Per Diem Secretary $15.00—$25.00

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-

ately after Final Passage and publication
according to law.
1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on De-
cember 17, 2012 granted approval for side
yard setbacks associated with a building
addition. Property in question is owned by
Steven Eckstine at 264 Paterson Road,
Fanwood, being Block 34 and Lot 4.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. Steven Eckstine
264 Paterson Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $15.81

Public Invited to  School
Budget Meetings

WESTFIELD - The next Board of
Education public meeting to include
discussion of the 2013-2014 school
district budget will be held Tuesday
evening, February 19, at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 105 at 302 Elm Street.

The public is welcomed to attend
and to keep apprised of board discus-
sions, presentations and other meet-
ing dates at www.westfieldnjk12.org/
budget1314, and
www.westfieldnjk12.org/video, and
in the Superintendent’s summary of
each board meeting at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/synopsis.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that NJ GOLF
PARTNERS, LLC (the “Applicant”) has
applied to the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains (the “Board”) for
minor subdivision approval to create two
(2) new lots from existing Lots 1 and 3 in
Block 11301, that, combined, comprise +/
- 145.19 acres, currently operated as the
Shackamaxon Country Club.  Upon subdi-
vision, a new +/- 14.50 acre lot will be
created for future townhouse development,
which lot will have frontage upon and ac-
cess to Lamberts Mill Road, leaving the
balance of the acreage (+/- 130.69 acres)
for continued use as the Country Club.  By
the proposed minor subdivision, no
changes presently are proposed to the
existing improvements.  The property is
identified as 1607 Shackamaxon Drive
and is located in the R-1 Residential Zone
on the Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains and in the SCRPD Sub-Area C
Redevelopment  Plan District pursuant to
the Redevelopment  Plan for Rehabilita-
tion Area: Sub-Area A, Sub-Area B & Sub-
Area C dated April 14, 2011, adopted by
the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains.  No new development is
proposed as part of this minor subdivision
application.

The Applicant is also seeking such other
and further approvals, waivers, variances,
or permits as may be determined to be
necessary during the hearing process in
this matter.

This matter has been placed on the
agenda of the Township of Scotch Plains
Planning Board for its regular meeting to
be held on Monday, February 25, 2013, at
7:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers, 1st

Floor, Township of Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.  When this
matter is called, you may appear, either in
person or represented by agent or attor-
ney to present any comments or objec-
tions that you may have to the granting of
the application.

All application forms, plans and docu-
ments relating to this application are on file
with the office of the Planning Board, 2nd

Floor, Township of Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, 07076 and are avail-
able for public review, Monday through
Friday, during normal business hours, 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis LLP
Attorneys for Applicant
N J Golf Partners, LLC

By: Meryl A.G. Gonchar, Esq.
1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $53.04

OFFICIAL VISIT…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr visited School One on
January 25 to speak to the third grade students of Jaclyn Duffy, Nicole MacDermant
and Christine Segotta. Mayor Mahr gave the students first-hand knowledge of
the role and responsibilities of being mayor. The mayor’s visit was an excellent
culminating activity as the students were learning about local government.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2013; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40A-11-et sq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board wants
to retain Civil Engineer Paul Ferriero,
P.E. of Ferriero Engineering, a respected
and experienced municipal engineer, as
the Planning Board Engineer, providing
he can personally attend the Planning
Board meetings; and

WHEREAS, Paul Ferriero, P.E. has
agreed to personally attend each of the
Planning Board meetings which are shown
on the attached schedule, except for those
occasions when he is either on vacation or
sick, in which case, he will send a qualified
replacement.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY
RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
that Paul Ferriero, P.E. of Ferriero Engi-
neering, be appointed Consulting Engi-
neer to the Planning Board for the period
effective from January 1, 2013 to Decem-
ber 31, 2013.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such professionals will
not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2013; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, that DIANE U.
DABULAS, ESQ., an attorney of the State
of New Jersey with the law firm of Rogut
McCarthy, LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford,
New Jersey be appointed Attorney to the
Planning Board for the period effective
from January 1, 2013 to December 31,
2013.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such professionals will
not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19,
2013, at the Beechwood School Susan O.
Collier Media Center located at 1497
Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey 07092.  This meeting is for public input
on the budget.

1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $11.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of a Consulting Planner during
the year 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that JENNIFER BEAHM, PP,
AICP,  from the firm of CME Associates,
1460 Route 9 South, Howell, New Jersey
07731 be appointed Consulting Planner to
the Planning Board for the period effective
from January 1, 2013 to December 31,
2013 for planning reviews and board meet-
ing attendance and, on an “as needed
bases”.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such professionals will
not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on MON-
DAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2013, at 7:30 pm,
in Council Chambers, First Floor, Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains to hear the Minor Subdivision appli-
cation of N.J. Golf Partners, LLC, for
Shackamaxon Golf Club, 1607
Shackamaxon Drive, Block 11301, Lots 1
and 3, located in the R-1 Residential Zone.
The proposal is to revise lot lines creating
two new lots from two existing lots and
consist of a fifty (50) foot wide private right-
of-way for ingress and egress. This plan is
in accordance with the Redevelopment
Plan adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains prepared
by Maser Consulting, dated April 14, 2011.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the office of the Planning
board and is available for public inspection
during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 2/14/13, The Times Fee: $25.50
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR E-RATE ELIGIBLE SERVICES

The Westfield School District is currently
accepting proposals for the following E-
Rate eligible services via the Schools and
Libraries Universal Service Fund (E-Rate)
website.

-POTS Lines (+/- 150 Lines)
-Centrex Lines (+/- 150 Lines)
-ISDN PRI Service (+/- 4 PRIx)
-Long Distance Service for all POTS,

Centrex and PRI lines
-Cell/Smartphone Service (+/- 25 De-

vices)
-ISDN BRI Service (+/- 3 Circuits)
-Analog Alarm Circuits (8 Circuits dis-

trict-wide)
-Fiber Optic Newtork (Lit or unlit fiber to

provide 1Gb or 10Gb of connectivity be-
tween all district locations using the High
Schools as a hub)

-Renewal of Existing Fiber Optic Net-
work (to connect all locations)

-Web Hosting

Proposal information can be obtained at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/rfps

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator, Board

Secretary
1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $33.66

Clark University
Announces Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. - The fol-
lowing local resident was named to
first honors on the Clark University
Dean’s List. This selection marks
outstanding academic achievement
during the Fall 2012 semester.

Alexander D. Rothfelder, a resi-
dent of Westfield.

To be eligible for first honors, students
must have a grade point average of 3.8 or
higher, of a maximum of 4.3 (all A+s).

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-049640-10
FILE NO. 60278-3

FILED FEBRUARY 08, 2013

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

LYDIA SANCHEZ, Plaintiff(s) vs. JAMES
SCOBBO a/k/a JAMES SGOBBA, his heirs,
devisees and personal representatives,
and their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest; MRS. JAMES SCOBBO
a/k/a MRS. JAMES SGOBBA; ANGELO
SCOBBO, his heirs devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest; MRS.
ANGELO SCOBBO; FERENE SCOBBO,
his heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest; MRS.
FERENE SCOBBO; WILLIAM SCOBBO,
his heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, an their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest; MRS. WIL-
LIAM SCOBBO; MARY D’ANDREA, her
heirs, devisees and personal representa-
tives, and their or any of their successors
in right, title and interest; JOHN DOE,
husband of Mary D’Andrea, said name
John Doe being fictitious; MARUCH
GHERGO, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
MRS. MARUCH GHERGO; RICHARD
GHERGO, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
MRS. RICHARD GHERGO; JOSEPHINE
ANNESE, her heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
JOHN DOE, husband of Josephine
Annese, said name John Doe being ficti-
tious; DENNIS SCOBBO; MRS. DENNIS
SCOBBO; JAMES SCOBBO; MRS.
JAMES SCOBBO; JANICE REICHARD a/
k/a JANCIE BALDACCI;  JOHN DOE, hus-
band of Janice Reichard a/k/a Jance
Baldacci, said name John Doe being ficti-
tious; MARY WALSH, Widow; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS, their heirs, de-
visees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest, Defendant(s)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, JAMES SCOBBO
a/k/a JAMES  SGOBBA, his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; MRS. JAMES SCOBBO a/k/
a MRS. JAMES SGOBBA; ANGELO
SCOBBO, his heirs devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest; MRS.
ANGELO SCOBBO; FERENE SCOBBO,
his heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest; MRS.
FERENE SCOBBO; WILLIAM SCOBBO,

his heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, an their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest; MRS. WIL-
LIAM SCOBBO; MARY D’ANDREA, her
heirs, devisees and personal representa-
tives, and their or any of their successors
in right, title and interest; JOHN DOE,
husband of Mary D’Andrea, said name
John Doe being fictitious; MARUCH
GHERGO, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
MRS. MARUCH GHERGO; RICHARD
GHERGO, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
MRS. RICHARD GHERGO; JOSEPHINE
ANNESE, her heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest;
JOHN DOE, husband of Josephine
Annese, said name John Doe being ficti-
tious; DENNIS SCOBBO; MRS. DENNIS
SCOBBO; JAMES SCOBBO; MRS.
JAMES SCOBBO; JANICE REICHARD a/
k/a JANCIE BALDACCI; JOHN DOE, hus-
band of Janice Reichard a/k/a Jance
Baldacci, said name John Doe being ficti-
tious; MARY WALSH, Widow; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS, their heirs, de-
visees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest;  that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate:

(1)  #96-008, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated July 17, 1996,
and is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on September 12, 1996, in book
6040, page 126,

(2)  #97-022, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated July 21, 1997,
and is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on September 5, 1997, in book
6383, page 226, and

(3) #990031, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated April 9, 1999, and is
of record in the Union County Clerk’s Office
on May 7, 1999, in book 7201, page 77,

all of which cover Block 22, Lot 4, in the
City of Plainfield. Said certificates have
been marked Exhibit P-1, P-2 and P-3 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two years
have elapsed since the sale of said lands
by the City of Plainfield, and the lands have
not been redeemed from the tax sale; that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with sub-
sequent taxes and interest, the sum of:

(1) T.S.C. #96-008 - $34,654.67,
(2) T.S.C. #97-022 - $2,980.06, and
(3) T.S.C. #990031 - $14,729.49, as of

October 1, 2012; and
IT IS on this 8th day of February, 2013,

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of:

(1) T.S.C. #96-008 - $34,654.67,
(2) T.S.C. #97-022 - $2,980.06, and
(3) T.S.C. #990031 - $14,729.49,
which includes the amount due on said

tax sale certificate, subsequent taxes and
interest as of October 1, 2012, together
with costs duly taxed in the sum of
$2,945.36. An exact redemption amount

must be obtained from the municipal tax
collector; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
25th day of March, 2013, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the City of Plainfield,
515 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, New
Jersey, be and the same is hereby fixed as
the time and place for the redemption of
the said lands as described in the second
amended complaint and making up the
premises concerning which the second
amended complaint is filed, and that there-
upon the defendant who redeems shall be
entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Plainfield, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or Notice thereof directed to
the Unknown Owners/Unknown Claimants,
their heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest, be posted to
the premises being foreclosed herein, no
less than twenty days prior to the date fixed
for redemption by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof di-
rected to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least one
time, not less than twenty days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Plainfield, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Plainfield certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 2/14/13, The Leader Fee: $187.17

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
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Grades 2-5

July 1-Aug. 2

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon - Fri   8:30 -12:30pm 

Dance, voice and acting 

training.

Show: 101 DALMATIONS

Grades 6-9 

July 1-August 2 

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon - Fri 8:30-12:30 

Dance, voice and acting 

training

Show: LITTLE MERMAID

July 1-August 4 

(CLOSED JULY 4-7) 

Mon-Fri 12:30-5:30 

Dance, Voice, Acting, & 

Audition Training

Two fully staged shows: 

GUYS & DOLLS 

ON AIR LIVE!

Auditions Feb. 9, 10, 24 

 Call (908) 731-1377 or e-mail 

pinedaconservatory@

comcast.net

or visit: 

www.pinedaconservatory.com

ALL PROGRAMS HELD at:

CRANFORD DRAMATIC 

CLUB THEATRE

Starts in MARCH Starts in MARCH

www.arthousefilmfestival.com

Preview   the best & smartest new films before public release&
enjoy surprise visits by filmmakers & actors

REGISTER EARLY & SAVE

7 3 2 - 8 7 0 - 6 0 1 2

FILMMAKERS
S Y  M P  O  S  I  U  M

ART
HOUSE

FI
LM FEST

IVAL

chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s

FILM FESTIVAL…Ginger and Rosa, starring Elle Fanning and Alice Englert,
and 20 other not-yet-released movies will premiere in the Arthouse Film Festival
beginning Monday, March 4, at AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall. For more information, call (732) 870-6012 or visit
ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

Arthouse Film Festival to
Offer Award-Winning Films
MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine see-

ing a festival-winning gem before
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to an-
swer questions and discuss their work.

Starting Monday, March 4,
Arthouse Film Festival will run for
10 weeks at two New Jersey theatres:
AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC
Loews Monmouth Mall.

The festival has hosted 1,551 movie
premieres with 1,004 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 22 years.

Oscar winners and nominees
Danny Aiello, Alan Arkin, James
Cromwell, Frank Darabont, Jesse
Eisenberg, Tony Gilroy, Ethan
Hawke, Jean-Pierre Jeunet, Jon Kilik,
Melissa Leo, Viggo Mortensen,
Chazz Palminteri, John Sayles, Marc
Shaiman, Howard Shore, Aaron
Sorkin, Fisher Stevens and David
Strathairn have joined Dylan Baker,
Famke Janssen, Joseph Gordon-
Levitt, Delroy Lindo, Derek Luke,
Mary Stuart Masterson, David Morse,
Connie Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
festival participants.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” said fes-
tival director Chuck Rose. “Wonder-
ful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as pos-
sible. In the past three years, we have
premiered 95 films that later earned
a total of 25 Spirit Award, 32 Brit-
ish Academy Award, and 22 Oscar
nominations.”

“Even before we started 22 years
ago, I began working to create an
international VIP network of ac-
tors, directors, screenwriters, pro-
ducers, journalists and film indus-
try pros whose jobs involve creat-
ing, finding and evaluating the
cream of Sundance, Cannes,
Toronto, Venice, Berlin, SXSW,
Tribeca and the other important film
festivals. We also work to ferret out
potential hits in the development
and production stages so we are
ready to pounce on the best films
first,” explained Rose.

For information, to see which
films were screened in the past, or
to register,  visit
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment
is advised. Subscription is $133 for
five weeks or $235 for all ten weeks.

Also being offered is a specially priced
flex ticket so the user may choose any
eight out of ten nights for their conve-
nience. Discounts will be available for
early registration.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: Ain’t Them Bodies Saints
with Rooney Mara, Casey Affleck,
director David Lowery; All the Light
in the Sky with Jane Adams, Sophia
Takal, director Joe Swanberg; Black-
fish with Tilikum, director Gabriela
Cowperthwaite; The Bling Ring with
Emma Watson, Leslie Mann, director
Sophia Coppola; Cutie and the Boxer
with Noriko Shinohara, Ushio
Shinohara, director Zachary
Heinzerling; The East with Brit
Marling, Alexander Skarsgard, direc-
tor Zal Batmanglij; Effie with Dakota
Fanning, Emma Thompson, director
Richard Laxton; Frances Ha with
Greta Gerwig, Mickey Sumner, direc-
tor Noah Baumbach; Ginger and Rosa
with Christina Hendricks, Elle Fan-
ning, director Sally Potter; Girl Most
Likely with Kristen Wiig, Annette
Bening, directors Shari Springer
Berman, Robert Pulcini; The Great
Gatsby with Leonardo DiCaprio,
Tobey Maguire, director Baz
Luhrmann; Hannah Arendt with Bar-
bara Sukowa, Janet McTeer, direc-
tor Margarethe von Trotta; Jackie
with Holly Hunter, director
Antoinette Beumer; Kon-Tiki with
Pal Sverre Valheim Hagen, directors
Joachim Ronning, Espen Sandberg;
Love Story with Masha Yakavenko,
director Florian Habicht; Mud with
Matthew McConaughey, Sarah
Paulson, director Jeff Nichols; No
Place On Earth director Janet Tobias;
Once in a Lullaby with Gregg
Breinberg, director Jonathan
Kalafer; Prince Avalanche with Paul
Rudd, Emile Hirsch, director David
Gordon Green; The Sapphires with
Chris O’Dowd, Deborah Mailman,
director Wayne Blair; Shadow
Dancer with Clive Owen, Andrea
Riseborough, director James Marsh;
The Spectacular Now with Miles
Teller, Shailene Woodley, director
James Ponsoldt; Still with James
Cromwell, Genevieve Bujold, direc-
tor Michael McGowan; Thanks for
Sharing with Gwyneth Paltrow,
Mark Ruffalo, director Stuart
Blumberg; The Wall with Martina
Gedeck, director Julian Roman
Polsler; The Way, Way Back with
Steve Carell, Toni Collette, direc-
tors Nat Faxon, Jim Rash; and Wel-
come To Pine Hill with Shannon
Harper, director Keith Miller.

Florian Schantz Jazz Combo
To Perform at Breakfast

Restaurant Week to Feature
Drawing for Free Parking

WESTFIELD – The deal for Res-
taurant Week in Downtown Westfield
just got sweeter. The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) an-
nounced that as part of Restaurant
week, Sunday, February 17 through
Thursday February 28, diners have
the chance to enter a random drawing
to win one of four $25 parking cards.

Westfield parking cards can be used
in any lot or metered on-street spot.
With rates of $.25 per 30 minutes in
lots and $.25 per 20 minutes at on-
street meters, a $25 parking card can
enhance your dining or shopping
experience in Westfield for up to 50
hours.

“Downtown Westfield is a popular
shopping and dining destination and
customers love free parking,” said
Sherry Cronin, Executive Director of
the DWC. “We hope that a free park-
ing card will help make their experi-
ence even more enjoyable.”

Entry for the drawing is exclu-
sively online and open to the general
public, now through the end of res-

taurant week on February 28. Any-
one can enter by going to
www.westfieldtoday.com.

Restaurant Week runs for two
weeks from Sunday, February 17, to
Thursday, February 28 (excluding
Friday and Saturday). Take advan-
tage of wonderful cuisine at afford-
able prices, with a two-course lunch
for $10, and a two-course dinner for
$20 or three-course dinner for $30.
Prices have been fixed at these prices
to offer diners a great opportunity to
sample Westfield’s restaurants. Bev-
erages, tax and gratuities are not in-
cluded.

According to Jamie Lemberg,
DWC Online Marketing Manager,
“This is the eighth Restaurant Week
event we have sponsored and again,
over 20 eating establishments are
participating. It’s fast becoming a
Westfield tradition.”

For details about Restaurant Week
and for a list of participating restau-
rants, visit www.westfieldtoday.com/
Restaurantweek.

Florian Schantz

WESTFIELD – The Florian Schantz
Jazz Combo will perform on Saturday,
March 2, from 8 – 8:30 a.m. at the
Rotary Club of Westfield’s Annual Pan-
cake Breakfast to be held in the cafete-
ria at Westfield High School. The en-
semble will feature Florian Schantz on
three brass instruments, Cadillac Phil
Rinaldi on trumpet, Benny Davis on
trombone, Cory Ackerman on drums,
Lowell Schantz on guitar and Margaret
Schantz on Flugelhorn.

Florian first began studying the trum-
pet at the age of six with Dr. Ted
Schlosberg at the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts Music Studio (NJWA).
Right from the start, Dr. Schlosberg
could see his phenomenal musical po-
tential. “From the first time I was intro-
duced to Florian, I realized that he had
a very special gift. The longer we
worked together, the more I saw this
gift develop into a highly creative way
which grew, over the years, to a tre-
mendous talent for jazz,” commented
Dr. Schlosberg.

Florian began playing with the New
Jersey Workshop for The Arts Rockin’
Jazz Band when he was only eight
years old. To further his skills, he com-
menced jazz-specific training with pro-
fessional musician Cadillac Phil
Rinaldi, who is also a trumpet instruc-
tor at the Music Studio. Cadillac Phil
stated, “[Florian] is a talent I have rarely
experienced in my 18 years of being a
music teacher. He makes everyone
smile as he plays. I could not be more
proud of him.”

By the time he was nine, Florian
appeared as a soloist for the first time in
his own jazz band, the Florian Schantz

Jazz Combo. His group has often been
heard at Westfield’s Spring Fling,
Festifall and the Westfield Sweet Sounds
Downtown Jazz Festival. The talented
fifth grader, who is also proficient on
the Flugelhorn and cornet, has an un-
canny ability to improvise jazz music.

For further information about the
Music Studio, or any program of the
NJWA, visit the studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield, call (908)
789-9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Warm Bodies
Zombie Tale for Diehards Only

2 and ½ popcorns

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“To be dead…to be really dead,
is…glorious!” Thus spoke Count Dracula
in the 1931 horror classic that bears his
name. R, however, the male protagonist
played by Nicholas Hoult in director
Jonathan Levine’s Warm Bodies, would
beg to differ. But then, the good count is
a vampire, whereas our walking-grunting
corpse is a card-carrying zombie.

 Indeed, R, who can’t remember the
name he went by before he left this life,
isn’t happy with his purgatorial status. He
also isn’t too fond of the insatiable hunger
that forces him to murder and eat the
brains of whoever falls within his grasp.
It’s hardly something your skittish aunt
Tillie would like, particularly the early
and very bloody expository scenes.

 Truth is, trying to figure just who
exactly the filmmaker thought his audi-
ence would be causes one to consider the
absurdity of giving this movie any truly
serious scrutinization. Common sense
would dictate that intelligent people, es-
pecially, could better serve the
commonweal by putting their efforts into
contemplating the meaning of life…not
death.

 As for the great unwashed, who don’t
really give too much thought to where
they get their bread (read: nachos) and
circus, this might serve as a remedial
lesson in variations on a theme. Fact is,
it’s the Romeo and Juliet tale, and bla-
tantly so, except instead of two very
young and alive paramours, one of these
star-crossed lovers is beginning to rot.

 Act 1, scene 1: Meet R, the narrator of
our tale, who regales us with the ins and
outs of his nether life, a situation resulting
from an unspecified catastrophe that
caused the zombie epidemic of which he
is part and parcel. He is the undead phi-
losopher, betwixt and between realities,
missing the good life and feeling guilty
about his dietary habits.

 All the same, when he and his pals get
a real hunger crave on, even a whole sack
of White Castles or KFC’s Game Day
Bucket won’t do. Nope, they’ve got to
head for the city, beyond the protective
wall, where the live people live. And thus
it is on one of these epicurean adventures
that R meets the beauty that is to die for,
in a manner of speaking.

 Of course there are complications that
make the encounter a sticky wicket, not
the least of which is the fact that R imme-
diately eliminates the competition by dis-
patching and imbibing Julie’s boyfriend.
And if that isn’t ghoulish enough for you,

kindly note that feasting on the former
beau’s brain, and thus reading his memo-
ries, kindles his ardor.

 Adding to the taboo aspects of the
ensuing affaire de coeur, heartthrob Julie,
portrayed by the comely Teresa Palmer, is
the daughter of Grigio, a no-nonsense,
camo-wearing militarist in charge of find-
ing and slaughtering zombies. Played by
John Malkovich, doubtless he believes
that the only good zombie is a completely
dead zombie.

 Confiding in her best pal, Nora
(Analeigh Tipton), an aspiring nurse (con-
tinuing the Romeo and Juliet allusions),
Julie tells of her strange interlude and
resultant fascination for R. Girlfriend,
trying to be understanding but nonethe-
less incredulous, responds, “Look, I know
trying to find a nice guy is hard, what with
the apocalypse and everything, but…”

 Such bits of comedy relief mixed with
sheer horror, a splatter of melodrama and
a bathetic moral lesson or two cause
unevenness and give the film an identity
crisis that only an indiscriminate teen-
ager with way too much spare time could
love. Still, romance is at the heart of it all,
and suckers for said emotion can’t help
but root for the pair.

 I mean, talk about opposites attract-
ing. You can’t be too much more opposed
than the quick and the dead. Thus, its
tongue implanted in cheek, “Warm Bod-
ies” evinces an inherent running gag,
albeit one that can’t successfully support
an entire film. Naturally, or rather, un-
naturally, the notion that true love tran-
scends mortality itself has its appeal.

 Less interesting but par for the course
in any movie destined for mass consump-
tion at the Multiplex, there are tumbrels
of random action and lots of killing, if in
fact dispatching a zombie is killing. So it
behooves to note the different levels of
butchery: Zombies kill people; people
kill zombies; zombies kill boneys; and
boneys kill just about everything.

 For all the story’s notions of tolerance,
boneys are where we draw the line. It’s
OK to hate these murderous, skeleton
carnivores. Poor devils anyway...they’re
beyond hope, as is this movie’s chances
of winning any serious accolades. Only
zombie aficionados and folks curious to
see how the other half doesn’t live could
cuddle up to Warm Bodies.

…
Warm Bodies, rated PG-13, is a Sum-

mit Entertainment release directed by
Jonathan Levine and stars Nicolas Hoult,
Teresa Palmer and John Malkovich. Run-
ning time: 98 minutes

Mid-Day Musicales to
Present Byung-Kook Kwak
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, will present
acclaimed violinist Byung-Kook
Kwak on Wednesday, February 20,
in their continuing series of Mid-
Day Musicales. These half-hour noon
concerts featuring noted artists are
presented in the church sanctuary
with a suggested donation of $5.

Hailed as one of the finest violin-
ists of his generation, Byung-Kook
Kwak enjoys a multi-faceted career
as a soloist, chamber musician, con-
ductor, and educator. From coast to
coast, critics have hailed him as a
premier violinist whose musical gifts
and technical wizardry are powerful
and sensitive. Mr. Kwak has per-
formed with orchestras throughout
North America, Europe, Asia, and
Scandinavia.

Finalist and prize winner of many
international competitions, he was
featured on PBS Live from Lincoln
Center as a member of the renowned
Sea Cliff Chamber Players. He has
taught at Mannes College for 10 years
as an assistant to Aaron Rosand and
is currently a faculty member at Man-
hattan School of Music, Pre-College
and Westchester Conservatory. In
addition, he also performs and gives
master classes regularly in Seoul,
Korea. Mr. Kwak is the founder and
artistic director of Solisti Ensemble,
who perform regularly at Zankel Hall
at Carnegie Hall, and Alice Tully
Hall at Lincoln Center since its in-
ception in 2008.

Born in Seoul, Korea, Mr. Kwak
was hailed as a child prodigy. He
made his orchestral debut at the age
of 7 with the Seoul Philharmonic.
After earning many accolades and

winning prestigious competitions in
his native country, Mr. Kwak came to
the U.S. and, at age 12, became one
of Jascha Heifetz’s youngest students.
He earned both his Bachelor of Mu-
sic and Master of Music degrees from
the Juilliard School, where he stud-
ied with Ivan Galamian and Dorothy
DeLay.

He will be accompanied in this
concert by his wife, pianist Jungwon
Kwak.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. The church
is handicapped-accessible.

For further information call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Antique Show Set for
February 17

NEW CASTLE, Del. — The New
Castle Winter Antique Show will take
place on Sunday, February 17, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nur Shrine
Center, Route. 13/198 South DuPont
Highway, New Castle, Delaware.
Admission is $4, $10 for 9 a.m. early
buyers.

Approximately 60 of the best an-
tique and collectible dealers from the
region will be offering a wide variety
of merchandise sure to please enthu-
siasts and shoppers with varied tastes.
Vintage furnishings, artifacts, jew-
elry, porcelain, ephemera, memora-
bilia, glassware, advertising, pottery,
collectible’s and toys will be fea-
tured.

This all weather event is conve-
nient to I-95, I-295 and US Route 40
only three miles from the Delaware
Memorial Bridge.

In the spring, the Delaware Train
Show will return to the Nur Shrine
Center on Saturday, April 6, and the
April Fools Toy Show will be held on
the Sunday, April 7.

For more information on attending
or participating in the shows, call
(856) 302-3606 or visit toyshows.org
or myspace.com/toyshows.org.

The Town Book Store to
Host Author John Hartnett

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store will host John Hartnett, author of
“The Barber’s Conundrum and Other
Stories” on Saturday, February 16, from
2 – 4 p.m.

“The Barber’s Conundrum and Other
Stories” is a collection of humor essays
that address everyday life including
parenting (“The School Project: An
American Tragedy”), relationships
(“How Bananas Almost Destroyed My
Marriage”), religion (“If We’re Late
Again for Church, I Will Kill You”),
the media (“There But for the Grace
of God Goes the Weather Reporter”),
animals, specifically geese who tie
up traffic by refusing to fly (“Behold
the Goose”), the afterlife (“An Un-
wanted Glimpse of the Afterlife”),
and other topics readily identifiable
and relatable to anyone.

John Hartnett was born in Jersey
City, grew up in Cranford, and moved
to Los Angeles in 1984 after graduat-
ing from Emerson College. He has
worked in the restaurant, construction,
entertainment and publishing indus-
tries as well as several others, which
thankfully, have been suppressed from
memory. He moved back to Cranford
in 1997, where his parents still reside,
and is married with three children.

His first love has always been com-
edy and his second love is his wife, but
sometimes the order is reversed de-
pending on who is in the room with
him. Hartnett is also the author of
the humor site, The Monkey Bell-
hop (monkeybellhop.com).

Meet John Hartnett at The Town

Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If you
are unable to attend this event, feel
free to call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “The Barber’s
Conundrum and Other Stories.”

GL to Host Prom
Fashion Show

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The an-
nual Governor Livingston High School
(GL) Senior Prom Fashion Show will
be held on Wednesday, February 27, at
7:30 p.m. in the GL cafeteria, 175
Watchung Blvd, Berkeley Heights.

Eleven senior boys and eleven senior
girls, as well as four teachers will strut
their stuff down the runway in the latest
prom fashions. In addition to the fash-
ion show, there will be light refresh-
ments and dozens of gift basket raffles
valued at up to $100 each to win.

Tickets for this event are $5 for adults
and $3 for students. Tickets for admis-
sion and gift basket raffle tickets will be
available for purchase at the door.

This event is a joint fundraiser for the
Class of 2013 and Project Graduation.
All members of the community are
invited to attend.

For more information, email
glprojectgraduation@gmail.com.

Substance Abuse
Prevention Program

Announced
WESTFIELD — The Counseling

Department at Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools will host the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free New Jersey’s
(PDFNJ) “15 Minute Child Break”
program on Thursday, February 21, at
7 p.m. in the Edison School Audito-
rium.

“15 Minute Child Break” is a one-
hour multi-media presentation offered
by the PDFNJ. The presentation will
include the importance of the parent or
caregiver’s role on substance abuse
prevention; as well as how to talk to
children about drugs, signs of use and
abuse to look for, current terminology,
and trends of use. The presentation is
based on New Jersey specific research
conducted by the PDFNJ’s Center for
Prevention Research.

This presentation is an opportunity
for all parents and caregivers in all
schools to come out and find out the
role they play and the power they have
in preventing their children from abus-
ing drugs and alcohol.
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Composer Shares Advice on
Producing SPFHS’ ‘Wedding Singer’

WF Art Association to Host
Photographer Don Polzo

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS—Choral stu-
dents at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School don’t need to watch the TV
show “Smash” to learn about the
making of a Broadway musical. Tony
nominee Matthew Sklar, composer
of the Broadway musical, The Wed-
ding Singer, shared real life stories
with the high school cast of his show
on February 7. He gave pointers on
their upcoming production that opens
on Friday, March 8.

A Westfield High School graduate,
Mr. Sklar gave students a glimpse of
the talent, training and ambition that
propelled him to where he is today.
While growing up, he participated in
shows and musicals in the Westfield
public school system. “I knew in high
school that I didn’t want to be an
actor,” Mr. Sklar told the teens, “be-
cause I was terrified of forgetting my
lines!” An hour-long question and
answer period brought chuckles and
insight.

He explained to the students and
their directors that he has been com-
posing his own material since his
early days at Westfield’s Edison In-
termediate School. When he was 14,
he got his first taste of the big time
when one of his songs was selected
for production by TV’s “Mickey
Mouse Club.”

“That was back in the day when
Justin Timberlake and Britney Spears
were big on Disney,” he explained to
the audience who may not have even
been born by that time period. An-
other boost to his career was when
he was a teenager and the late Marvin
Hamlisch invited him on stage to
play the piano at the Union County
Arts Center Theatre in Rahway.

Through his career, Mr. Sklar has
participated in 12 Broadway shows
in 12 years as a pit keyboardist,
rehearsal pianist and conductor. Mr.
Sklar took the high school students
who have the leads and chorus roles
in their upcoming show through his
composing/musical journey and his
success.

He spoke of the hard work of

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEARNING FROM THE BEST…Westfield High School graduate Matthew Sklar, the Tony-nominated composer of The
Wedding Singer, gives the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Choral students in the upcoming musical a thrill as he plays
a number from the show. The teens sang solos and ensemble numbers for the guest speaker on February 7.

composing. One of his songs in the
show, “It’s Your Wedding Day,” went
through five drafts before the final
version. In fact, he explained, the
musical was playing out-of-town in
Seattle when there were even more
last-minute song changes. Those re-
writes continued right through the
Broadway previews until opening
night.

For Mr. Sklar, the song that is the
heart of his show is “If I Told You.”
He said, “It felt really good when
that one was finished. Jokes by them-
selves can’t be the substance of a
show. If there isn’t heart, you don’t
have a show.”

He gave more insight about the
nuts and bolts of putting together a
Broadway show. ”We get a big out-
line first with a lyrical hook or a title
and then the music comes,” he ex-
plained. The use of his Mac com-
puter makes the writing of the music
less tedious than sitting at a piano
replaying note after note. “I come
up with a melody first and then the
chords,” he said.

Specific tips he gave the actors to
improve their depth of character in-
cluded having their character ask,
“Why are you singing this? How
does it move the character along?”
Once he, the composer, knows those
facts and knows what he calls the
“assignment,” he proceeds in flesh-
ing out the music.

 One of his responses to a teen’s
question rang true. “Choir room was
a safe place for me to be,” he shared.
Just like with the kids on TV’s
“Glee”, the four walls of the music
room can become their second home.
With late night rehearsals and months
of preparation together, the members
of the cast bond. The composer shared
that he “developed great relationships
in high school chorus because we

were part of a group with a single
focus.”

Concerning that focus, he warned
the teens on their upcoming project.
“Very often high school students get
focused on details in presenting a
musical. Don’t forget that this is about
having fun. Make sure you are out
there having fun.”

In the season opener of “Smash,”
Jennifer Hudson, playing a Broadway
megastar, gives advice to a supposed
Broadway newcomer, Katharine
McPhee. Likewise, mentor Sklar gave
advice to a student who said he would
like to attend college to learn film
scoring. The advice was specific: “De-
velop relationships with directors,
learn the technology, do as many stu-
dent films as possible and remember
to support the emotion of the scenes.”

The second hour found the com-
poser accompanying the singers on
their solos and ensemble pieces from
the show.

Much of Mr. Sklar’s advice on go-
ing into the performing arts as a career
sounded familiar. “My father was a
very talented musician. He was talked
out of pursuing music as his full-time
profession. I say, if you have the need
to do this [show biz] like I do, do it.
Otherwise do something else. It’s
just not an easy profession.”

Performances of The Wedding
Singer will be held on Friday, March
8, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, March 9, at 8
p.m.; Sunday, March 10, at 2 p.m.;
Thursday, March 14, at 7 p.m.; Fri-
day, March 15, at 8 p.m. and Satur-
day, March 16, at 8 p.m.

All performances take place at the
Manya Ungar Memorial Auditorium
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.

For tickets, email
Reptix@verizon.net or call Randi
Traiman at (908) 322-6533.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts Association
To Hold Mosaics Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association meeting will be held on
Thursday, March 21, from 7 – 9 p.m.
at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, Watson Road, Fanwood. A
brief business meeting will be fol-
lowed by a Mosaics Workshop.

The Scotch Plains Library is work-
ing on a project called the “Big Read,”

encouraging members of the com-
munity to come together to explore
the narrative, themes and Dominican
Republic setting of Julia Alvarez’s
“In the Time of the Butterflies,” and
to share the experiences of our own
traditions and backgrounds. Amidst
the lectures, book discussions, and
music, there will be a display of bean
mosaics created by the community.
Beans—because they are as close to
being a universal food as there is.
Most cultures include them in their
cuisine—for example—dal, cholent,
pasta fagioli, Yankee baked beans,
moros y cristianos, etc.

Local artists, Vicki Parker and
Connie Pinkowski will volunteer their
time to assist members of the com-
munity in making bean mosaics. The
individual mosaics will then be com-
bined into a larger mosaic, which will
be displayed at the Scotch Plains
Library this spring, to coincide with
the library’s Festival of Latin Ameri-

can Cultures on Saturday, May 11.
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood

Arts Association has been asked to
participate in this program and create
mosaics to be incorporated into the
display. Templates and all the materi-
als necessary to create small bean
mosaics will be available at the March
meeting/workshop. Participants may
also bring dried beans of their own to
include if they like. The Scotch Plains
Library will have multiple copies of
the book, “In the Time of the Butter-
flies,” by Julia Alvarez available for
borrowing for those interested in read-
ing the book prior to the workshop.

 All meetings, demonstrations, and
workshops are free and open to the
public. The Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center is located on the
grounds of Fanwood’s Borough Hall,
facing Watson Road, Fanwood. There
is ample parking at the Carriage
House Pocket Park directly across
the street on Watson Road.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Febru-
ary 17, the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) will host a presentation by Don
Polzo, BS, MS, on the transition from
classical to digital photography. Mr.
Polzo teaches many digital media
courses, including advanced Adobe
Photoshop techniques, at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey in Summit
where he is the Digital Media Coordi-
nator and has served as a member of the
teaching faculty since 2003. He also
teaches digital workshops throughout
New Jersey.

The Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy awarded Mr. Polzo a Certificate in
Photographic Science and he has been
recognized by Nikon Small World. His
professional memberships include the
American Society of Media Photogra-
phers (ASMP), the Society of Photo-
graphic Educators (SPE) and the Na-
tional Association of Photoshop Pro-
fessionals (NAPP). In 2009, Mr. Polzo
became an Adobe Certified Expert in
Photoshop.

Mr. Polzo’s prints have been widely

exhibited, including at the Visual Arts
Center in Summit, Gallery 214 in
Montclair, the Hunterdon Museum of
Art, the Ringwood Art Association,
Phillips Mill in New Hope, SOHO
Photo Gallery in NYC and at MOMA
in “Life of the City.”

His photographs have appeared in
numerous publications, including The
New York Times, the Newark Star-Led-
ger, the Westfield Herald and The Works
Magazine of Rhode Island.

If you are either a classical or digital
photographer, a would-be photogra-
pher, or just have an interest in photog-
raphy, save the date on your calendar.

For additional information visit
donpolzophotoart.com and
westfieldartassociation.org.

The meeting will be held from 1 –
3:30 p.m. on Sunday, February 17,
2013 at the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield. The Commu-
nity Room is handicapped-accessible.
Admission is free and the presentation
is open to the public.

 ART OF PHOTOGRPAHY...On Sunday, February 17, the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation will host a presentation by Don Polzo on the transition from classical to
digital photography. Pictured above, is “Wildwood Beach Balls.”

Charles Sabba to Exhibit New Paintings at
1591 Gallery in Rahway Arts District

Butterfly Bean Art

RAHWAY - Rahway Arts District,
Inc., a not-for-profit arts and eco-
nomic development organization will
present Artistes Extraordinaires: La
Boheme C’est Nous! (Extraordinary
Artists: We are Bohemia!). New paint-
ings by Charles Vincent Sabba will be
revealed in this solo exhibition at
Rahway Arts District’s 1591 Gallery,
1591 Irving Street Rahway. The show
opens on Friday, March 8, and runs
through Friday, April 12. A free, pub-
lic reception will be held on Friday,
March 8, from 5 -8 p.m. All are
welcome to attend.

Charles Vincent Sabba is a trained

artist and a police supervisor. Sabba
found his artistic niche by using the
skills of both métiers, his police train-
ing and visual arts education, to ob-
serve and paint the portraits of art
thieves, forgers, smugglers and de-
tectives. He seamlessly merged both
of his worlds to conduct this series of
“visual investigations”.

Likening his interests to that of
poet Charles Baudelaire, Mr. Sabba
says, “Baudelaire plunged into the
depths of Paris in search of experi-
ences that could fulfill his passion for
feeling and seeing...I chose to plunge
into the depths of the art underworld.”

In a series of portraits of
varying sizes, Sabba has re-
cently expanded his visual
investigations to focus on
artists and art world
habitués who have touched
his life or inspired his artis-
tic path. Mr. Sabba paints
these works without “eco-
nomic motives and expec-
tations”, out of love for the
subjects, referring to people
as “the true artworks in our
lives”.

Charles Vincent Sabba
was born in Elizabeth and
raised right in the heart of
Rahway Arts District. He

attended Rahway High School before
serving in the U.S. Navy and after-
wards entered the police academy. As
a first grade student, Mr. Sabba de-
clared himself an “artist” and studied
art through high school. He later ex-
panded his artistic abilities through
formal training at DuCret School of
Art in Plainfield and received his Bach-
elor of Fine Art degree from the School
of Visual Arts in New York. During
that time, he continued to serve on the
Rahway police force.

Rahway Arts District executive di-
rector Rachael Faillace said, “Mr.
Sabba has been an important part of
the Rahway community – as a resi-
dent, artist, and police officer – for
many years. We’re pleased to exhibit
his new work in our gallery as part of
our focus on ‘Rahway’s Own’, a year-
long celebration of Rahway’s talented
community and extraordinary his-
tory.”

1591 Gallery, a new exhibition
space in downtown Rahway is run by
Rahway Arts District, Inc. The gal-
lery is named after the address of the
building that houses it – 1591 Irving
Street. Gallery hours are as follows:
Thursdays, 1 – 6 p.m., and by ap-
pointment. Call (732) 540-1075 or
email rahwayartsdistrict@gmail.com
to schedule an appointment.

OIL ON CANVAS...“Andrew Ginzel,” left,  and
“Ryan Brown,” both oil on canvas painting by
Charles Vincent Sabba, can be seen in solo exhibi-
tion at Rahway Arts District’s 1591 Gallery, 1591
Irving Street Rahway opening Friday, March 8.

Kean’s Theatre Dept.
Presents Hairspray

UNION – Almost twenty-five years
to the day John Waters’ iconic film
was released, the Kean Department
of Theatre will present the Tony
Award-winning musical adaptation
of Hairspray from Friday, February
22, to Saturday, March 2, in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre.

Set in a blue-collar Baltimore
neighborhood in 1962, Hairspray
focuses on teenage dance enthusiast
Tracy Turnblad, who defies her
mother’s hardworking realism and
auditions for the wildly popular Corny
Collins Show. Rejected by egotistic
producer Velma von Tussle and her
“teen queen” daughter Amber for her
weight, Tracy ends up catching
Corny’s attention at a local school
dance with her energetic moves. Once
on the show, Tracy takes Baltimore
by storm, eventually winning over
heartthrob Link Larkin and mobiliz-
ing the city’s youth to fight television
segregation. Tackling hot-button is-
sues like racism, inequality, stereo-
typing, and political activism with
big hair, big bodies, big dreams and
undeniable spirit, it is no mystery why
this story’s relevance and charms en-
dure, and continue to inspire myriad
creative incarnations.

Hairspray opens Friday, February
22 at 8 p.m. Additional performances
include: Saturday, February 23, at 2
p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sunday, February 24,
at 2 p.m.; Wednesday, February 27, at
8 p.m.; Thursday, February 28, at 5
p.m.; Friday, March 1, at 8 p.m.; and
Saturday, March 2, at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. The performance on February 28
will be followed by a post-show dis-
cussion.

All tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased online at www.keanstage.com
or by calling the Kean Box Office at
(908) 737-SHOW (7469).
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Cougar Reggie Green Signs to Be U. Pittsburgh Gridder
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School senior
Reggie Green is on the threshold
of taking another giant step in
his athletic evolution when he
walks on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh to play Divi-
sion I football.

Like most boys and girls, Green
got involved in youth sports early
on and with the encouragement
of his parents Charita and Will-
iam.

“I moved here the Cranford in
third grade, and the first sport I
played was baseball in the spring.
That’s when I met all my friends
and we started playing football
and basketball together. I remem-
ber when I was younger playing
football, I was always over the
weight limit. I played offensive
and defensive lineman until eighth
grade. My freshman year I started
running the ball. I enjoyed every-
thing. I am truly blessed. My par-
ents and God have blessed me
with great people around me. It’s
been a great ride, and I hope I
enjoy it,” Green said.

Green also received plenty of
encouragement in the usual from
his older brother Will, who is
three years older and presently
plays basketball at Fairleigh
Dickenson University

“He taught me a lot. Ever since
I was a little kid, I always wanted
to go play sports with him and
the big boys. That’s where I
learned to get physical and that’s
where I learned a lot of my skills,”
said Reggie, who smiled and
added, “He always picked on me
a lot. We would always go at it,
especially in the park next to our
house. We used to always go

there and play basketball.”
When he entered high school,

Green became in the true sense
of the word an all-around ath-
lete, competing in football in the
fall, basketball in the winter and
track in the spring and excelling
in all three.

“Track is my third sport. I used
to do it to keep in shape. I love

competing. There is nothing bet-
ter than lining up with people
and racing next to people. It
gives you that competitive edge,”
Green said.

Especially with reference to
track, Green had a lot of help
getting that competitive edge
with teammate and friend Adham
McGuire, who graduated last

year. The two would battle it out
in the jumping events, especially
the triple jump where McGuire
presently holds the school record.

“I have to beat his triple jump
record. I think 43-9 it is. Adham
and I were friends when we were
both younger. He was a running
back in football, and in track, we
would always be together,” Green
said.

In his first two years of high
school, Green was attracting
more attention as a basketball

player than as a football player
then something happened when
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
switched him to the quarterback
position at the beginning of his
junior year.

“Coach told me I could play

that position, so I was working
out a lot on my throwing and
running the offense,” Green said.

In his junior year, the Cougars,
with Green behind center, estab-
lished a potent running game
and with a very stubborn de-
fense defeated favored
Parsippany Hills, 27-0, at Kean
University for the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title. But in his
senior season, Green’s ability as
an effective passer caught sev-
eral opposing teams off guard.
Not only did he amass 1,712
yards rushing with 19 touch-
downs and two 2-point conver-
sions, but he also completed 62
of 110 passes for 681 yards,
including four touchdowns.

“A lot of people thought that all
we were going to do was run the
ball. Coach put in a few pass plays
and I worked on it a lot on the off-
season, so I could become a bet-
ter passer,” Green said.

This two-year run of excellence
definitely caught the eye of the
University of Pittsburgh.

“I really didn’t think I was going
to play college football. At first,
basketball was my main sport,
but going into my junior year, we
had a really good year and won
the state championship. Coach
Rosenmeier said, ‘you have a
chance to play college football.
It’s something you really want to
think about.’ I thought about it
and college football was a way to
get my education in. I love the
sport, so I am really glad I got
the opportunity,” Green said.

After basketball season ends,
Green will be honing his skills in
preparation for his college expe-
rience.

“They want me to still compete
and be in the weight room. I will
do a lot in the off-season, espe-
cially in the springtime, I am
going to work on track. I am
going to work on catching and
working on being a wide re-
ceiver,” Green said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP TO ANOTHER LEVEL…Cranford Cougar Reggie Green has signed to play Division I football in the
fall for the University of Pittsburgh. Flanking Reggie are his parents, Charita and William.

Story & Different Photo on page 17

of The Westfield Leader
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night turned out to be a
resounding success, especially
for the three starting Cougar se-
niors, in the Cranford High School
girls basketball team’s 50-29 vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Cranford on February 5.

Seniors Jess McCoy, Kaitlin
McGovern and Jenna Goeller
combined for 38 of the 14-6 Cou-
gars’ points, while juniors Kerry
Wischusen and Mairead McKeary
each contributed six points.

“It was Senior Night. Obviously
it might be our last night in this
gym, because we don’t have any
more home games, so I just
wanted to go out with a bang, be
happy and show everybody what
we seniors, how we’ve been the
past four years and go out on a
good note. I think we did that,”
McGovern said.

Senior guards Taylor Sebolao
and Meg Fernandez led the Raid-
ers with nine points and eight
points, respectively, while Madi-
son Maisel sank a pair of 3-point-
ers, and sophomore center
Tabitha Dwunfour added four
points. Sebolao also contributed
a pair of steals and three assists.
Fernandez had four rebounds and
junior guard Katie Harper had
two assists, two steals and a
blocked shot.

McGovern, usually known for
her solid defense under the
boards, was also very effective
underneath for the lay-ups, as
she led her team with 16 points,
including going 4-for-4 from the
free throw line.

“Usually I am more of a passer.
I was really motivated tonight,
so I was looking for my shot a
little bit first. I saw a bunch of

lanes. I tried to get her
[Dwunfour] outside and beat her
off the dribble. I saw the open-
ings and went for it tonight, as
opposed to other times. But I try
to look for others,” McGovern
explained.

McCoy sank 15 points, which
included a 3-pointer and going
4-for-4 from the line. She also
pulled down 17 rebounds, which
included 10 in the first half, and
added three steals and three
assists. Goeller finished with
seven points, three assists and a

tipped pass that led to a steal.
Wischusen also had two steals.

“These girls are very hard work-
ers. We have had some ups and
downs throughout the season
where, sometimes, we weren’t
rebounding well or shooting ball
from the outside, but that’s stuff
that we have been really working
on and focusing on. They really
stepped it up both offensively
and defensively attacking the
basket more, going more for of-
fensive and defensive rebounds,
getting the girls who are open

McGOVERN NETS 16 POINTS, 5 BLOCKS; McCOY NETS 17 RBS, 15 POINTS; GOELLER 7 POINTS

Cougar Cagers Find Lanes, Startle Lady Raiders, 50-29
[and] making sure that they are
patient in doing all of the little
things,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

McGovern also had the omi-
nous task of sticking close to
Dwunfour, one of the state’s lead-
ing rebounders. Dwunfour fin-
ished with 10 rebounds and a
pair of blocked shots. McGovern
had seven rebounds and rejected
five shots.

“She’s a really good rebounder.
She’s ranked in the state, so my
main thing is try to box out, no

matter what. I usually don’t look
to go up and get the rebound. I
try to get her first. If I get the
rebound, so be it. It’s hard to box
her out, but you have to get
position really early on her,”
McGovern explained.

“Kaitlin did a great job of get-
ting herself in good positioning.
Our guards did a really good job
of getting her the ball. When
they were doubling on her, Kaitlin
got the girls on the outside open,
so Kaitlin either shot on offense
or saw the open player,” Coach
Dyer said.

Sebolao scored the Raiders’
only points in the first quarter on
a put-back, while McGovern hit
six and McCoy sank two to give
the Cougars an 8-2 lead. McCoy
sank a lay-up and McGovern hit
two free throws early in the sec-
ond quarter, but after Dwunfour
rolled in a lay-up, Maisel and
Sebolao hit back-to-back 3-point-
ers to narrow the Cougars’ lead
to 12-10 with 3:31 on the clock.
The Cougars won the quarter,
14-13, to take a 22-15 lead at
the half.

Dwunfour got into foul trouble
early in the third quarter and had
to take a seat for a while. In the
meantime, the Cougars buck-
eted the final 10 points to win the
quarter, 14-5, and put the game
out of reach with a 36-20 lead.
McCoy, McGovern and McKeary
each scored four points and
Wischusen scored the other two
points.

Goeller and McCoy each added
five more points in the fourth
quarter, while McKeary and
McGovern netted two apiece.
Fernandez sank four points and
Maisel nailed her second 3-
pointer in the quarter before both
teams sat their starters and
brought in the reserves.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   2 13   5   9 29
Cranford   8 14 14 14 50

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION UNDERNEATH THE BOARDS…Raider Megan Fernandez, No. 24, gets a rebound then tries to keep the ball
away from Cougar Mairead McKeary, No. 13.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, February 14, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Bryanna Grant, a senior on the winter track team, led the team to their first ever
North II, Group II, State Sectional championship last week with victories in both the pole vault and high hurdles. She also
finished third in the high jump.

CranforCranforCranforCranforCranford Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacksd Cougar Snacks

Cougar Cagers Muzzle
Bulldogs in UCT, 58-53
The 14th-seeded Cranford High

School boys basketball team
muzzled the 10th-seeded
Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs, 58-
53, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Rahway
on February 10.

Stefan Fedorchak led the Cou-
gars with 16 points, including
two 3-pointers, and John
Oblachinski sank 14, while Reggie
Green and Tommy Trotter each
netted 10 points. Mike Guariello
had five points and Chris Wills
had three.
Cranford 13 14 12 19 58
Dayton   7 20 19   7 53

Four top-10 teams head the
seeding for the Union County
Tournament, which began on
February 8. No. 6 Roselle Catho-
lic received the top seed, while
Elizabeth received the second
seed, the Patrick School received
the third seed and Linden got the
fourth seed.

The first round was set for Feb-
ruary 9 and 10, while the second
round had been set for February
13. The quarterfinals were sched-
uled for this Saturday, February

16. The semifinals are scheduled
for Tuesday, February 19, and
Wednesday, February 20, and
the championship is scheduled
for Saturday, February 23, at
Kean University.

FIRST ROUND:
21-Roselle Park/20-Johnson winner vs.
5-Union Catholic winner
17-Governor Livingston at 8-Union
16-Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. 9-
Rahway
19-Oratory vs. 6-Plainfield
13-St. Mary (Elizabeth) at 12-Summit
15-Hillside at 10-Roselle
18-New Providence vs. 7-Westfield
14-Cranford at 10-Dayton

Westfield Icemen Chill
Cranford Cougars, 4-0
The 13-4-3 Westfield High

School ice hockey team shut out
the 10-6-2 Cranford Cougars, 4-
0, at Warinanco Rink in Roselle
on February 6. Dane Huber scored
the Blue Devils first goal in the
first period and added a pair of
assists. Liam Devin, on assists
from Huber and Sam Meyer,
scored in the second period. In
the third period Andrew Stern
scored on an assist from Nick
Grawehr, who scored next on an
assist from Huber.

The third-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team broke the
Cranford High School record with
20 wins and peeled sixth-seeded
Orange, 60-9, in the first round of
the North Jersey, Group 2, Section
2 tournament in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 11.

Freshman Chase Gunther (106-
lbs) received a forfeit. Freshman
Dave Busch (120-lbs) earned a
majority decision. Freshman An-
drew Tompkins (126-lbs) won by
pin in 5:26. Diego Castro (132-
lbs) claimed a 7-4 decision. Gavin
Murray jumped up to 138-lbs
and pinned Shahin Gumbles in

5:34. Nick Frediani (145-lbs)
added a majority decision.

Corey Birch (152-lbs) and
Jimmy Dwyer (160-lbs) each won
by technical fall. Corey
Markovitch (170-lbs) pinned his
opponent, Scott Thelusma, in
1:25. Rob Kessler (195-lbs)
pinned his opponent in 23 sec-
onds. Jeff Weiss pinned his op-
ponent in 3:33 at 220-lbs, and
heavyweight Jon El-Khoury won
by decision.

Cougar Matmen Peel Orange in Sections,
Break Cranford H.S. Record with 20 Wins

Probitas Verus Honos

UCT Boys Basketball Seeding Selections:

Royal Ladies Defeat
Cougar Cagers, 39-28
The Oak Knoll High School girls

basketball team upped its record
to 18-3 with a 39-28 victory over
the Cranford Lady Cougars in Sum-
mit on February 7. Kerri Moran
scored 15 points for the Royals,
while Jess McCoy sank 12 points
and Kaitlin McGovern scored seven
for the 14-7 Cougars.
Cranford   4   4 13   7 28
Oak Knoll   7 15   5 12 39

UCT Girls Basketball
Seeding Selections:

The Roselle Catholic girls bas-
ketball team received the top
seed for the Union County Tour-
nament, which began with a pre-
liminary round on February 9.
Cranford received the second
seed, Governor Livingston re-
ceived the third seed, New Provi-
dence received the fourth seed
and Linden got the fifth seed.

The first round was scheduled
for February 11 and the
quarterfinals have been sched-
uled for today, February 14, at
Rahway, Johnson and Roselle
Catholic. The semifinals have
been set for Monday, February
18, at sites to be announced, and
the championship will be held at
Kean University on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24, at 6 p.m.

FIRST ROUND:
17-Kent Place/16 Elizabeth winner vs.
1-Roselle Catholic
9-Dayton vs. 8-Oak Knoll
20-Roselle/13-Plainfield winner vs. 4-
New Providence
12-Summit vs. 5-Linden
18-Brearley/15-Union Catholic winner
vs. 2-Cranford
10-Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. 7-
Westfield
19-Rahway/14-Johnson winner vs. 3-
Gover Livingston
11-Hillside vs. 6-Union
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday intro-
duced an ordinance setting out
the process for establishing his-
toric districts and encouraging
the preservation of landmarks
within Cranford.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said at the committee’s regular
meeting that the purposes of the
ordinance were multi-fold. The
township’s master plan recog-
nizes the importance of historic
districts, he said. He said the
designation of a historic district
would boost property values by 3
percent. The designation also
enables homes to become eli-
gible for grants.

Mr. O’Malley emphasized that
the ordinance would not “abridge
property rights,” an issue raised
late last year by some residents
when the committee was first
considering introducing the ordi-
nance. Calling the fear “a com-
mon misconception,” he said resi-
dents should look at the ordi-
nance as “more of an opportu-
nity” to recognize the historic
nature of properties and to in-
crease property values rather
than a property-rights issue.
Commissioner Andis Kalnins
agreed, saying the ordinance
“strikes a good balance” between
historic-district designations and
property rights.

The planning board will review
the ordinance in advance of the
township committee’s public
hearing and vote on Tuesday,
March 26.

In other business, Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy briefly
noted the decision last week by
state Superior Court Judge Lisa
Crystal upholding the site plan
for the Birchwood Avenue devel-
opment that calls for up to 360
new housing units in what local
officials say is a flood zone. He
said the judge’s decision was
part of a process that township

officials expect will end up before
an appellate court that will re-
view the entire matter. The tran-
script of Judge Crystal’s decision
will be posted on the township
website as soon as it is received,
Mr. McCarthy said.

Interim Township Administra-
tor Joseph Hartnett said the mu-
nicipal budget process is getting
underway this week with the
delivery of his proposed budget
to township committee members
on Friday and then public budget
meetings with department heads
beginning next week. Sessions
are set for February 19, 25 and
27, and Mayor Thomas Hannen

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COLD WEATHER FUN...Area residents enjoy a day of sledding in Unami Park in Cranford on Saturday after a blizzard
blanketed the area in snow.

Cranford Committee to Consider Historic District Ordinance
said the township website will
provide information on which de-
partments’ budgets will be re-
viewed during each meeting.
Commissioner Kalnins said he
plans public hearings on dates to
be determined to allow residents
to ask questions and provide in-
put on the budget.

Committee members ex-
pressed their thanks to the Pub-
lic Works Department for their
snow-clearing efforts during and
after last weekend’s snowfall.
Commissioner Kevin Campbell
encouraged residents to keep
their cars off the streets in such
situations to ensure ease of plow-

ing. If that is not possible, he
recommended neighbors work
together to park their vehicles on
the same side of the streets.

Among the resolutions passed
by the committee on Tuesday was
one renewing the township’s ani-
mal control contract with Associ-
ated Humane Society for 2013.
Another resolution authorized the
refinancing of just over $9 million
in swim pool utility bonds. Com-
missioner Kalnins lauded the ef-
fort by township finance officials in
refinancing at a .5 percent rate
and added that other similar moves
are planned for some township
debt in order to take advantage of

current low-interest rates.
The township committee also

passed a resolution expressing
its opposition to a proposed bill
(S-2511) in the State Senate
amending the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) that Mr.
Kalnins said would be “overly
burdensome” on the township
clerk “and on taxpayers who’d
have to pay for all the provisions”
being proposed.

At the start of the meeting,
Deputy Mayor O’Malley presented
certificates to two local busi-
nesses — Chapman Brothers
Plumbing and Rebel Barbecue —
for their efforts at adopting envi-
ronmentally sustainable practices
as part of the local Go Green
initiative. Mayor Hannen pre-
sented a resolution congratulat-
ing Thomas Philip on achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout in the
Boy Scouts of America.

Garwood Knights Plan
Fish Fry Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus invites
members of the community to
their Lenten Fish Fry by Thistles
tomorrow, Friday, February 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Knights
council hall.

Baked fish will be available, for
those who cannot eat fried, along
with traditional fried fish. Chicken
also will be featured. Tickets are
$12 in advance, $15 at the door,
and $10 for children under age
12. Participants may dine in or
get take-out meals.

Tickets can be obtained at the
council hall weekdays after 4:30
p.m. or on weekends after 2 p.m.
For more information, call (908)
789-9809 or Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389.

The Knights Council Hall is lo-
cated at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, opposite PathMark.
Parking is available in the back
lot, off of Willow Avenue.
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Megan K. Scott for The Westfield Leader
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS…Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority officials, pictured, left to right, Jim Meehan,
executive director; John Buonocore, staff engineer, and Stephen Greet, Garwood commissioner, answer questions from
the Garwood Borough Council Tuesday night regarding the township’s most recent assessment.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Victor DeFilippo
resigned from the Garwood Bor-
ough Council on Tuesday, citing a
vague reference to his job. The
resignation was made effective at
noon, seven hours before the work
session for that night’s meeting.

In a four-sentence letter to Bor-
ough Administrator/Municipal
Clerk Christina Ariemma, Mr.
DeFilippo said it was a tough
decision, but because of “changes
in my employment situation,
hours as well as duties, I will no
longer be able to serve the people
of Garwood…It was a pleasure to
work with all of you.”

Mr. DeFilippo was elected in
2010 for a three-year term, which
was set to expire in December,
and previously served one term
from 2005 through the end of
2007. He did not respond to an e-
mail request for comment.

A 2010 press release announc-
ing the GOP candidates for the
borough council referred to his
occupation as the senior inspec-
tor with the Department of Engi-
neering for the City of Newark.

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said she
was surprised by the resigna-
tion. “We had absolutely no clue,”
she said.

She also rebuked Councilman
Jim Mathieu, the lone remaining
Republican, for sending the res-
ignation letter to reporters be-
fore she and some of the other
members of the council were
made aware of it.

“I’m not happy about it,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I’m sure the
other council members aren’t
happy about it. What is he doing
sending someone’s resignation
letter to a reporter?”

In an e-mail, Mr. Mathieu shot
back at the mayor.

“Our mayor seems to think pub-
lic officials should govern in se-
cret. I’m a firm believer in trans-
parency for all government offi-
cials in everything they say and

do,” he wrote.
John Quattrocchi, chairman of

the Garwood Republican Commit-
tee and the mayor’s husband, said
Mr. DeFilippo did not consult him
before resigning, but his wife said
the committee has some people in
mind to fill the seat. The eight-
member GOP committee has 15
days – until Wednesday, February
27 – to submit three nominees.
The council has 30 days – until
Friday, March 15 – to choose one
of the three to fill the vacancy.

Whoever replaces Mr. DeFilippo
likely will have the advantage of
incumbency in seeking a full term.

There was only a brief mention
of Mr. DeFilippo’s resignation at
Tuesday’s work session and that
was related to committees. Mr.
DeFilippo chaired the Buildings
and Grounds Committee. He was
also a member of the Finance
Committee, which has a meeting
on Tuesday, February 19.

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. DeFilippo’s
departure left no Republican on
the Finance Committee and vol-
unteered to fill the vacancy, even
temporarily.

He also noted that as mayor,
Mrs. Quattrocchi is a de facto
member of all committees, and
as a Republican, she decided to
fill the void in the interim. She
will also be evaluating commit-
tee assignments.

In other meeting news, Mayor
Quattrocchi proposed eliminat-
ing the recreation committee as a
standing council committee, cit-
ing its virtual duplication to the
Recreation Commission. Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli is chairman
of the council committee, but the
committee has no members, an
issue raised by Mr. Mathieu at a
previous meeting, who said it was
a violation of bylaws.

Council President Sara Todisco
suggested waiting before taking
action in order for council mem-
bers to gather more information
on the commission versus the
committee.

Mr. Mathieu took issue with the
matter, saying that council mem-
bers all voted on adopting the
bylaws. “Now the deck is stacked
by the mayor not appointing
those two other people and then
when I bring up the bylaw viola-
tion, ‘oh, by the way, I was going
to eliminate the committee.’”

In other business, council mem-
bers questioned officials from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) regarding the
borough’s most recent assess-
ment, which jumped by 13 per-
cent, or nearly $60,000 from the

previous year. Members, and es-
pecially Borough Attorney Rob-
ert Renaud, were dubious of the
RSVA’s sewage flow calculations,
noting the relatively stable popu-
lation and development condi-
tions of Garwood and the sur-
rounding towns.

Because the assessment is
based on a percentage of use
among the 11 RSVA member
municipalities as well as 3,500
industrial and commercial cus-
tomers – which fluctuates – the
RVSA officials would not offer a
prediction of next year’s cost for

budgeting purposes.
Mayor Quattrocchi presented a

draft of the borough newsletter,
done by two volunteers, which
sparked debate about the
publication’s frequency. Mr.
Mathieu argued for twice a year
to limit cost – while other council
members proposed three to four
times.

Also Tuesday night, council mem-
bers agreed to reduce the fee for
certificates of non-conformity from
$400 to $200. The Laws and Li-
cense Committee had originally
proposed waiving the fee.

*** DeFilippo Resigns From Garwood Council ***
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Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
Recaps Storm Efforts; Praises DPW
Editor’s note: Mayor

Quattrocchi’s letter was posted
on the Internet

*****
Based on the reports from Po-

lice Chief Bruce Underhill it ap-
pears that Garwood escaped the
recent massive snowstorm un-
scathed; there were no reports
of downed trees, wires or loss of
electrical power. While we re-
ceived about eight to 10 inches
of snow, our neighbors in Roselle
were hit with about 14 inches,
according to television news re-
ports.

Our DPW is again to be com-
mended as they did a wonderful
job keeping the borough roads
clear of snow to ensure that
emergency vehicles could have
safe passage. They were on the
situation early on and continued
working throughout the night.
There were also numerous
sightings of plows on the state
and county roads here in
Garwood also around the clock.

Unfortunately, it was neces-
sary to issue parking summonses
for vehicles which were not re-
moved from the borough road-
ways in accordance with the bor-
ough ordinance for snow plow-
ing. This is not a new situation
and residents would do well to
be proactive and ensure that
they do have a place to put their
vehicles in the event that a snow-
fall occurs that leaves three
inches or more on our road-
ways.

Also, residents and property
owners should also be cognizant
that they will be issued a sum-
mons if they do not clear public
sidewalks within 24 hrs. of a
weather event — this includes
both ice and snow. Even though

one may be invigorated by the
pristine surroundings and crisp
clean air following a snowfall, we
urge folks to realize that shovel-
ing snow is the same as any
other aerobic activity. If you are
not physically able to do a full
aerobic workout, do not think
you will be able to shovel your
own driveway and it is advisable
to do some warm-up exercises
prior to shoveling regardless of
your age.

Your health is worth the small
investment of paying someone
to clear the snow for you. If you
have a landscaper cutting the
lawn, for a small fee, they will do
the shoveling and it is worth the
investment. Or perhaps a
neighbor’s son or daughter would
be up to the task for a small
monetary fee.

Downed power lines are still a
concern with the winds in the
storm’s aftermath; some tree
branches still are covered in snow
and can create hazardous situa-
tions. Residents are urged to re-
frain from going near any downed
wires and should report such situ-
ations to the energy provider,
PSE&G, by contacting 1-800-
436-7734. Please be prepared to
give the nearest cross street or
the number of a nearby pole,
there is a metal tag attached to
each pole.

Also gas leaks can be a prob-
lem with the frozen ground and
should be reported directly to
Elizabethtown Gas at 1-800-
4009.

Residents are reminded that if
they do not have heat or loose
electrical service they can go to
the Garwood Police Department
24/7 and get warm while the
problem is being rectified. Our

Local Letters to the Editor
Garwood Police Department has
been out knocking on the doors
of our seniors through the re-
cent very cold weather condi-
tions, these “wellness checks”
are an important component of
our community policing proce-
dures. However, they will never
take the place of neighbors
checking on neighbors. We urge
residents to check on their eld-
erly and infirmed neighbors and
friends ensuring that they do
have adequate heat and food
supplies in the house for a few
days as well as clear sidewalks
and exterior staircases to allow
access in the event of an emer-
gency.

Due to the storm Garwood’s
Lincoln School had an early dis-
missal on Friday and will resume
their normal schedule on Mon-
day 2/11. It has been reported
that all highways are open with
dry pavement conditions by
nightfall to reduce the threat of
ice. Most customers without
power are concentrated in the
southern parts of the state and
flooding is localized to those re-
gions that experienced more rain
than snow.

It has been reported [Sunday]
by NJ Transit that though bus
service has been restored to all
areas customers should expect
some delays due to local road
conditions and to allow extra
time to reach their destinations.
Trains have resumed their regu-
lar schedules. All in all NJ, Union
County and specifically Garwood
fared well through the storm in
comparison to areas of N.Y. and
into New England where mail
delivery service was suspended
and towns were the recipients of
36 and even 40-inch snowfalls.

We should all now see where
our short comings are and be
able to rectify those areas of
concern going forward as the
winter is certainly far from over.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Literacy Volunteers Reveal
Upcoming Tutor Training

CRANFORD – Literacy Volun-
teers of Union County (LVUC),
dedicated to providing free, stu-
dent-centered tutoring services
to adults who struggle to read,
write and speak English, currently
is registering for its February/
March 2013 New Tutor Training
class.

The 15-hour volunteer training
will be held Mondays, February
25, March 4, March 11 and March
18, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue in Cranford. Pre-registra-
tion is required. Attendance is
required at all sessions to be-
come a certified tutor of both
Basic Reading Skills and English
as a Second Language.

Literacy Volunteer tutors will be
matched with a student or stu-
dents from the growing waiting
list of adults who have turned to
Literacy Volunteers for help read-
ing, writing and speaking English.
Volunteer tutors meet with their
students in a public location, usu-
ally a Union County public library,
for one to two hours each week.
New volunteers are asked to make
a commitment of 50 hours, which
usually takes about one year to
complete.

LVUC provides ongoing super-
vision and support to tutors in
the form of free in-services on
specific topics such as Health
Literacy, Learning Disabilities, Fi-
nancial Literacy and Developing
ESL Conversation and Small
Group Instruction. LVUC’s Tutor
Liaison Committee provides ad-
ditional support through a
mentoring program, which brings
more experienced tutors and new
volunteers together to share
ideas.

To volunteer, individuals must
be at least 18 years old, able to
speak and read English and will-
ing to tutor in Union County.

Volunteers do not need to have
any teaching experience and do
not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. During the tutor training,
new volunteers will learn tech-
niques and develop skills to tutor
adult learners.

There is a $40 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost
of materials distributed to new
volunteers at the workshop.
Need-based scholarships are
available to cover the cost of
registration for qualifying indi-
viduals and are based on avail-
ability. For more information, call
Literacy Volunteers of Union
County at (908) 486-1777 or
visit lvaunion.org.

Fairleigh Dickinson
University Announces

Honor’s List
MADISON — Students at

Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
College at Florham have been
named to the Honor’s List for the
fall 2012 semester. To qualify for
the Honor’s List, a student must
carry a 3.5 or better grade point
average out of a possible 4.0 and
be enrolled in a minimum of 12
letter-graded hours (four
courses).

The following students have
qualified: Eric Dipasquale of
Cranford; Margaret Fabian of
Cranford; Kelly Laukaitis of
Cranford; Catherine Uhle of
Cranford; Rita Uhle of Cranford;
Kendl Muckenthaler of Cranford;
Allison Schrul of Mountainside;
Michael Biggs of Westfield; Casey
Brennan of Westfield; Alyssa
Branca of Westfield and Theresa
Carlino of Westfield.

Probitas Verus Honos
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GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library invites adult patrons
to celebrate Valentine’s Day and
Library Lover’s Month by check-
ing out a “blind date” – a wrapped
book to take home and enjoy –
during the weeks of February 18
through March 1.

A few simple rules apply: Par-
ticipants can not open the pack-
age until they get home; they
must promise to read at least the
first 50 pages, and they must
complete a brief “review form”
indicating whether they did or
did not like the book and why.

If an individual does not like the
book after the first 50 pages, he or

she can just return it and choose
another if they wish to “date” again.
All participants who turn in a re-
view in this “dating” event will have
their name entered into a random
drawing for a prize, to be drawn at
3 p.m. on Friday, March 15.

Since February is “Library
Lover’s Month,” the staff at the
library thought this would be an
interesting way to introduce read-
ers to some books and new au-
thors they might otherwise not
choose for themselves and ex-
pose them to different genres,
period pieces and some non-fic-
tion.

The Garwood Public Library, lo-

Ithaca College
Announces Dean’s List
ITHACA, N.Y. - The following

local residents were named to
the Dean’s List at Ithaca College
for the fall 2012 semester.

Nicole Scalera, a resident of
Westfield and a senior Speech
Lang Path and Audio major, was
named to the Dean’s List in Ithaca
College’s School of Health Sci-
ences and Human Performance.

Justine Gray, a resident of
Cranford and a sophomore Psy-
chology major, was named to
the Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s
School of Humanities and Sci-
ences.

Benjamin Kraus, a resident of
Westfield and a sophomore Clini-
cal Health Studies major, was
named to the Dean’s List in Ithaca
College’s School of Health Sci-
ences and Human Performance.

Carly Erman, a resident of
Westfield and a junior Occupa-
tional Therapy major, was named
to the Dean’s List in Ithaca
College’s School of Health Sci-
ences and Human Performance.

Benjamin Glassen, a resident
of Cranford and a junior Televi-
sion-Radio major, was named to
the Dean’s List in Ithaca College’s
Roy H. Park School of Communi-
cations.

Mother Seton to Host
Gift Auction

CLARK - Mother Seton Regional
High School on Valley Road in
Clark, will host “Malt Shop Memo-
ries” Gift Auction on Friday, March
1. Doors will open at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $15 in advance -
tickets will not be sold at the
door. Value Packs are $20 each.
Tables can be reserved. No one
under 18 admitted
For tickets or more information
call (908) 468-0422 or email
arego66@aol.com.

Library Invites Public to Go On Literary ‘Blind Dates’
cated at the corner of Walnut
Street and Third Avenue, is open
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1

p.m. The library will be closed on
Monday, February 18, in obser-
vance of Presidents’ Day. For
further information, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-1670.

GARWOOD – Author Kevin
Woyce will present a program at
the Garwood Public Library on
Wednesday, February 20, at 7
p.m. entitled “The History of the
Jersey Shore.”

Mr. Woyce has written and il-
lustrated four regional history
books, including “Hudson River

Lighthouses and History,” “Jer-
sey Shore History and Facts,”
“New Jersey State Parks: History
and Facts” and “Liberty: The
Amazing Story of America’s Fa-
vorite Statue.”

Mr. Woyce’s research has re-
sulted in a colorful tour of New
Jersey’s coastal history, from the
long-ago days of pirates, ship-
wrecks and lighthouses to the
founding of today’s most popular
summer resorts. The slide show
will include his original photog-
raphy of Jersey Shore light-
houses, amusement parks,
boardwalks and hotels, plus vin-
tage maps and images of historic
people, places and events.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person
at the library, by calling (908)
789-1670 or at the interactive
calendar found on the library’s
website, youseemore.com/
garwood. The Garwood Public Li-
brary is located at the corner of
Third Avenue and Walnut Street
behind the Lincoln School com-
plex.

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACCIDENT ON NORTH AVENUE IN WESTFIELD…Firemen, Paramedics and Police assist a man who was struck at
the intersection of North Avenue and Prospect Street in Westfield around 12:30 p.m. on February 13. See next week’s The
Westfield Leader for more accurate details of the accident.

Author to Discuss History of Shore


