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Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 27,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas before Sunday, December 22.Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Due to Christmas,
next week’s edition of

the newspaper will
be delivered on

Friday, December 27.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...Carolers create a lively atmosphere in Garwood on Saturday at a holdiday event during
which the fire department pulled Santa Claus on a sled throughout the borough.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW DAY...The owners of a residence on the corner of Walnut Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford offer free Christmas carol performances for the
community on Saturday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF Hopes to Have Hillside
Liner Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced that
Conrail has given its approval for
the township to install a tubular
liner that would make the Hillside
tunnel, also known as the Kanishka
Pass, safe for pedestrians and
school-aged children to cross
through the tunnel.

The township had been waiting
since September to get the go-ahead.
Children heading to the Hillside
Avenue School use the tunnel to go
to and from school, thereby avoid-
ing the busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township had
installed a temporary boardwalk
through the tunnel to help counter-
act the dangerous conditions caused
by water, mud, and wind leaking

through cracks in the tunnel. Prior
to the installation, the township had
closed the tunnel because of unsafe
conditions. Conrail also has applied
epoxy in the areas it thought were
leaking; however, it continues to
leak.

Once the liner is installed, should
the tunnel leak, the water would run
down between the tunnel and the
liner and flow to the outside and
into a drain system, Mayor Tom
Hannen, Jr. told The Westfield
Leader.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail
that it was unaware of when setting
up a new contract with Conrail.
Mayor Hannen said this fee was
negotiated down from $30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Board Hears Plan To
Expand South Ave. Bld.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning board
last Thursday began a hearing for ex-
pansion of 325-331 South Avenue by
applicant Land of NJ, Inc., which sought
site plan approval with variance relief
for the demolition of the existing green-
house and single-family home to pro-
vide for the expansion of the existing
mixed-use building consisting of first-
floor retail and second-floor apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor, and a
Chinese take-out restaurant, a nail sa-
lon, a wireless retail store and a vacant
retail space.

The expansion would include re-
tail of the same type on the ground
level and added apartments on the
second floor, said Nicholas
Tsapatsaris, president of Land of
NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved of
what exists today,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

He also suggested that part of the
ground-level expansion could work
as a café.

Board member William Nierstedt
said he liked that concept; however,
restaurants require additional park-
ing.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking was
heavily discussed. The application
requires 39 parking spaces be pro-
vided, where the plan proposed in-
cludes 18, of which one is handi-
capped.

“The parking spaces are just ad-
equate for the retail,” Board Chair-
man Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing parking

spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to no
avail.

The applicants proposed 14 rental
units, with 11 being one-bedroom,
two being studios and one being a
two-bedroom unit. The one-bed-
room units ranged from about 480
to 550 square feet. There currently
are three apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti all
said they thought the units were too
small, and suggested having less
units and making them larger. This
also would lessen the impact on the
parking variance.

The borough’s code says this type
of building would require 60-per-
cent lot coverage, which in doing
so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris, “is impos-
sible to provide sufficient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also pur-
chased the adjacent greenhouse and
home at 325 South Avenue with the
“hopes to expand,” but, he said, “in
the mid-90s there was no parking
requirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my ten-
ants have one car, not two,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail ser-

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OKs Three Applications

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Board of Adjustment approved
three applications at its December 12
meeting.

The meeting began with testimony
from Michael E. Dipple, an engineer
testifying on behalf of Thrilos Realty’s
application to amend its previously
approved site plan for 1079 Route 22 to
revise the driveway access by shifting
the driveway 12 feet to the north. He
said the shift was necessary in order to
ensure safe access to underground utili-
ties and would not reduce the number
of parking spaces or the Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of the proposed restau-
rant.

The board next considered and ap-

proved 367 Forest Hill Way LLC’s
request to permit the replacement of a
30-year-old air conditioner compres-
sor and to place the new unit on the side
of the family home, where the old unit
had been located on the rear sidewalk.

Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Ventralla, who
have lived in Mountainside for 47 years,
appeared with their architect, David
Bailey of Forefront Design, to request
relief from the borough’s FAR require-
ment in order to remodel their home,
which is located at 5 Endor Lane, to
install an elevator and a handicap-ac-
cessible bathroom. The proposed 246-
square-foot addition would be in the
back of the home and would not be
visible from their street.

After the board approved their re-

Kate Browne for The Westfield Leader
KIP AWARDS…Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, right, and Councilman
Glenn Mortimer, left, congratulate the recipients of the 2013 Inter County Youth
Soccer League’s KIP awards and thier families at Tuesday’s borough council
meeting.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
YEARS OF SERVICE...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky reads a proclamation
to Councilman David Haas thanking him for his years of service to the town. Mr.
Haas’ term expires at the end of the year. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Council Lauds Soccer Players;
Approves Funds For Improvements

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council tackled a full agenda
— including awarding bids for a
new phone system, the purchase of
a new standby generator for the
library and recognizing soccer play-
ers — at its meeting on Tuesday
night.

Sam Bakaletz, Giulia Goggi,
Patrick Herrighty and Megan Leick
were the recipients of the 2013 In-
tercounty Soccer League’s “Keep
It Positive” (KIP) Awards for their
contributions to encouraging good
sportsmanship in youth sports.

The council approved several
product and service contracts for
the upcoming year, including

awarding F. Basso Jr. Rubbish Re-
moval Inc. a contract for curbside
collection and disposal of
recyclables at a cost of $63,597.
Governing body members also ap-
proved a five-year lease of a new
phone system for borough hall with
Avaya/Office Solutions, for
$33,329; renewed Maverick Build-
ing Services janitorial services con-
tract, and agreed to retain Burlew

Mechanical, LLC in order to re-
place the heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning unit at the Moun-
tainside Public Library, for
$224,445.

The council advised the public
that the borough had received a
$15,743 grant from the Governor’s
Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse, which will be used to sup-

Westfield Council Honors
Councilman David Haas

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Tuesday evening, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution
honoring Third Ward Councilman
David Haas for his years of service
to the Town of Westfield. Mr. Haas’
term will expire on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, after an unsuccessful
bid for election as mayor this year.
Mr. Haas’ successor is David
Oliveira, who was elected to his
first term as councilman.

A councilman for nine years, Mr.
Haas served on the Finance Policy

Committee, the Public Works Com-
mittee, the Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking Committee and
also served as the council’s liaison
to the board of health and the Tree
Preservation Commission.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky delivered
the resolution to the assembly, which
read in part, “Whereas, Mr. Haas has
unselfishly sacrificed his time to at-
tend to the needs of the residents of the
Third Ward and the community at
large; and whereas, during his term of
the town council, Mr. Haas earned the
gratitude of his constituents, be it re-
solved that the mayor and the town

council, on behalf of the good citizens
of the Town of Westfield, hereby ex-
press appreciation to David Haas for
his service and wishes him every suc-
cess and happiness in all his future
endeavors.”

Mr. Skibitsky concluded, “David,
on behalf of all the residents of
Westfield, I thank you for all your
service to the town.”

Mr. Haas addressed his fellow
council members as well as mem-
bers of the public, stating, “First,
I’d like to thank the residents of the
Third Ward. Going door to door
and meeting everybody in the ward
is a tremendously rewarding and
enriching experience…I found the
residents of the Third Ward to be
extremely warm to me and ex-
tremely welcoming. They were very
nice to work with and an honor to
represent. That’s the most impor-
tant thing I can say tonight.

“The second thing I’d like to say
is that I’d like to thank the people I
served with. We don’t always agree
on every issue, as is appropriate.
It’s important to have issues dis-
cussed and be made public so the
public understands the various as-
pects to them. I think that I have
generally been treated by all my
fellow council members with re-
spect and honor and dignity, and I
thank them for that.

“I’d like to thank my wife, of
course, and my family who gave up
so much time, and I look forward to
getting back and spending more
time with them.”

The entire assembly gave Mr.
Haas a standing ovation as he con-
cluded his remarks.

During the open discussion sec-
tion of the meeting, several mem-
bers of the public also thanked Mr.
Haas for his years of service.

Former town councilman Ken-
neth Mac Ritchie praised Mr. Haas
for his work as councilman. “I’d
like to express thanks and apprecia-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
HOLIDAY PARTY…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors attends their annual holiday party at Shackamaxon Country Club
in Scotch Plains. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Carol Kearney, Chairman
Chris Devine, Executive Director Heather Robinson and Gene Jannotti, and back
row, Jay Boyle, Harriet Schulman, Stephanie Branna, Mitch Beinhaker, Russell
Feinstein and Suzy Minken.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HIS ROUNDS...The Garwood Fire Department escorts Santa Claus
through the streets of Garwood on Saturday.

safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Leader. “Hopefully, be-
fore they get back from winter va-
cation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher Creamer
to perform the work on the tunnel.
Since then, the contractor has taken
on other work, and the township is
now scrambling to get Fletcher
Creamer to install the liner before
school starts back up in January.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

vice, would the tenants’ parked cars
compete with the retail parking during
the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that cur-
rently, one of his tenants has one car
and one person drives to school, while
the other takes the train to work.

The board also commented on the
current upkeep of the property. “You
owned the property for 20 years and
have not done any upgrades. The prop-
erty, in my opinion, has not been aes-
thetically pleasing,” Mr. Greet said.

A colored conceptual drawing of
the streetscape was presented. “I con-
sider this a downtown model,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

The new expanded lot would be 100
feet deep by 150 feet in width. Mr.
Tsapatsaris also proposed a six-foot-
high vinyl fence on the rear lot line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the build-
ing extend to the lot line with no
setback. The code requires a 10-foot
side-yard setback.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also did
not provide landscaping around the
fenced-in trash area in the rear of the
lot and landscaping along the back
fence as required. There also were
lighting variances and other landscap-
ing variances.

Residents who live behind the prop-
erty and next door, as well as the
Garwood Mall director of manage-
ment, asked the applicant questions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who lives
on Willow Avenue behind the

applicant’s property, asked if the ap-
plicant would consider only having
eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic rea-
son.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would con-
sider 12 units, as the board alluded to.
“I don’t know without further analy-
sis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

“I see on average 40 percent of the
parking spaces being occupied,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said, when asked by Mr.
Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is absolutely
gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns with
noise from the dumpsters being rolled
out in the early hours down the path
on the side of his house that would
disturb his family sleeping. He also
asked about the lighting, and sug-
gested he change his plan to have
lighting on poles that lit toward the
building with shields, and asked to
have a fence on the side-yard lines.
Mr. Kelly said the trash currently is
brought out in front of his property
for pickup. The new proposal has a
private hauler remove the garbage
from the rear trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would con-
sider altering his current lighting plan.

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Wednesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m. and expects to hear testi-
mony from a planner and traffic ex-
pert.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Planning Board

quests, the Ventrallas thanked the board
for its thoroughness and expressed their
appreciation to the board for approving
the modifications, which will allow
them to remain in their home.

Garwood School Board
Receives Audit Report
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of educa-
tion held its last meeting of the year on
Tuesday evening. The board heard an
audit report and said goodbye to John
Sullivan, who had been a member for
more than six years.

Steve McDermott, of Suplee Clooney
and Company, made six recommenda-
tions to the board. First is that the
practice of issuing confirming orders
be discontinued. Second is that the
business administrator/board secretary
accurately maintain an analysis of the
balance of the payroll agency account.
Third is that the district maintain an
accurate and detailed capital assets led-
ger. Fourth is that the board secretary
report to the board for all months and at
year end in compliance with the state
statute. Fifth is that the treasurer of
school monies report to the board for
all months and at year end in compli-
ance with the state statute. Sixth is that
the district review procedures to ensure
that real net cash resources in the food
service fund do not exceed three months
average expenditures in compliance
with the state statute.

Mr. McDermott also suggested the
board institute a corrective action plan.

The part of the meeting where the
board would present awards to honors
students was cancelled until the Janu-
ary meeting due to inclement weather.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley recommended that the board
approve the use of the Lincoln School
gym by the Garwood Recreation De-
partment on the following Saturdays
between 9 a.m. and noon: January 11
and 25; February 1, 8 and 22; and a date

in March to be determined. The board
approved the measure.

At the recommendation of Superin-
tendent Quigley, the board approved
the hiring of Badia Diwane as a part-
time special services secretary, not to
exceed 15 hours per week. Board mem-
ber Anne Langston voted against it,
citing concerns about confidentiality.
She stated that Ms. Diwane is a parent
and a resident of the district and that
Child Study team reports, which she
would handle, are very sensitive. She
said she would like someone from to be
hired outside the district.

The board approved a list of meth-
ods for evaluating teacher performance,
which are essential to achieving Com-
mon Core State Standards. The pur-
pose of the evaluation is to promote
professional excellence and enhance
student achievement.

Following the meeting, Mr. Sullivan
cited other volunteer commitments in
town, as well as a busy schedule, as his
reason for not running for board office
this year.

Kimberly Ficarra and Salvatore
Piarulliare are both candidates for the
seat. In January, each candidate will be
interviewed and one will be appointed
to fill Mr. Sullivan’s seat. Only two
candidates, incumbents Brendan
McDermott and Susan Groning, ran
for three open seats on board in the
November school board election. Resi-
dent Bruce Paterson turned down the
seat after he received sufficient write-in
votes.

The next meeting of the board will
be on Thursday, January 2, 2014, at 7
p.m., at Lincoln School, located on
Second Avenue.

tion for Dave Haas, who admirably
served the Third
Ward…Councilman Haas did an
outstanding job of service for the
Third Ward,” he said.

Janice Siegel, chairperson of the
Westfield Democratic Committee,
also thanked Mr. Haas for repre-
senting the Third Ward. “I came to
learn about what a hard worker Dave
is and how much heart he has, how
much he cares about people…this
is the kind of guy he is, the kind of
representative he is. He’s a person
with great intellect who asks excel-
lent questions. I think this council
will sorely miss those kinds of con-
tributions that Dave has made,” Ms.
Siegel said.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the purchase of three new
Ford Police Interceptor vehicles and
approved the demolition of single-
family dwellings located at 648
Kimball Avenue, 529 Benson Place,
1061 Minisink Way, 757 Clark
Street, and a single-family dwelling
and a detached garage located at 633
Cumberland Street, as well as a single-
family dwelling and shed located at
1035 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council meeting

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Zone Bd.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PEACEFUL...The season's first significant snowfall left a blanket of the white stuff
on Saturday at the historic cemetery at St. John's Baptist Church in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
open to the public is scheduled for
Thursday, January 2, at 7 p.m., at the
municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. This will be the
council’s reorganization meeting.

Board OKs Gas Station Sign,
Community Access Lot

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave approval to the Sunoco gaso-
line station on Route 22 to replace
its existing pricing sign along the
highway with a digital sign that can
be changed via remote control.

Syed Naqbi, president of Express
Mart, the owner of the station, told
the board at its December 5 meet-
ing that the new sign will be the
same size as the existing one but
will only have two price lines ver-
sus the existing three lines. He said
the sign, which will not flash or
scroll, will be safer to change via
remote than by having an employee
climb a ladder to manually change
the prices. The lettering will be 18
inches high versus the 12-inch let-
tering on the existing sign, accord-
ing to engineer Derek Jordan, who
added that the sign would not be
visible to any neighboring residents.
Earlier, a Willow Avenue resident
spoke and expressed concern over
the proposed sign’s brightness.

Board member Chris Abeel op-
posed the application, saying he
did not think an LED-type sign was
necessary and expressing concerns
about the new sign’s brightness. He
made a motion to deny the applica-
tion but no one else on the board
backed his motion. Instead, the
board approved the application by
a 6-to-1 vote.

The board also gave unanimous
approval to an application for con-
struction of a parking lot located in
Scotch Plains to serve a mixed-use
building that will be situated in Fan-
wood. The parking lot, at 353 Terrill
Road, will be next to the building
that will contain 10 residential units
and two offices. The existing build-
ing — formerly home to Rocco’s
Tavern, which closed several years
ago and has been vacant since —
will be torn down to make room for
the new structure. Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, the developer, pro-
vides services to developmentally-
disabled individuals. Fourteen park-

ing slots will be included in the new
lot. Board members concurred that
the proposed lot and building would
be a positive benefit to the commu-
nity.

In other business, the board de-
cided to continue another applica-
tion at its January meeting. Nehal
Shah of 1 Cherry Blossom Lane
proposes to build a six-foot, white
vinyl fence in what is deemed to be
the front yard of her corner lot.
Local ordinances limit fence heights
in front yards to four feet. Board
members, concerned over sight-
lines for drivers at the corner, in-
quired about how far from the street
the fence would be placed and ques-
tioned the accuracy of Ms. Shah’s
survey that included a proposed
sight-line easement. The applicant
will return next month with further
information.

Consolidation Panel Looks
For Insurer For Study
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met briefly on
the evening of December 11. The
commission is considering whether
or not Scotch Plains and Fanwood
should be merged to save taxpayers
money.

Commission Chairman Don
Parisi of Scotch Plains said he had
reached out to potential insurers,
but as yet, was unable to find a firm
interested in insuring the study.

Commission finance committee
member Ann Saltzman reported that
she had a list of foundations that
provided grants to community ini-
tiatives, but did not think any were
appropriate matches for the study.
Another finance committee mem-
ber, Fred Lange of Scotch Plains,
thought it would be best to contact a

foundation board member to assist the
group in finding the proper funding
source.

“We have to work from the inside.
We haven’t thought of that before,” he
said.

After 17 minutes, the committee
adjourned to discuss bids from firms
interested in doing the study.

The panel consists of four members
elected by Courage to Reconnect, a
citizens group that successfully ap-
plied for creation of the study com-
mission last year; two members each
elected by the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains councils individually, and two
members selected by each four-per-
son group.

The next commission meeting will
be its reorganization meeting on
Wednesday, January 8, at 7 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation offices at the Evergreen El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains.

port efforts to prevent drug and al-
cohol abuse in the community. The
borough will make a 25-percent
matching grant and approve the
expenditure, which means an addi-
tional $3,936 will be available to
battle substance abuse.

In other business, the council
agreed to investigate the possible
purchase of 971 Mountain Avenue,
which was recently placed on the
market. The property is adjacent to
property currently owned by the
borough.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli also up-
dated the public on the board of
education’s application for a con-
struction grant from the state De-
partment of Education. The mayor
stated that the district received a
grant of $5,882,348, which will
partially fund multiple critical im-
provements to the district’s schools.
The mayor encouraged residents to
attend the 2014 council reorganiza-
tion meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, January 7, beginning at 7
p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEACEFUL...The season's first significant snowfall left a blanket of the white stuff on the historic cemetery at St. John's
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains.

HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG…School One Elementary students and staff gather
in the auditorium on December 13 to participate in the annual Holiday Sing-A-
Long. Led by Debbie Shapiro, vocal music teacher, everyone sang a variety of
songs that recognized holiday traditions and cultures from around the world.

Due to Christmas,

next week’s edition of

the newspaper will

be delivered on

Friday, December 27.

Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 27,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas before Sunday, December 22.Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Consolidation Panel Looks
For Insurer For Study
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission met briefly on the evening
of December 11. The commission is
considering whether or not Scotch
Plains and Fanwood should be merged
to save taxpayers money.

Commission Chairman Don Parisi
of Scotch Plains said he had reached
out to potential insurers, but as yet, was
unable to find a firm interested in insur-
ing the study.

Commission finance committee
member Ann Saltzman reported that
she had a list of foundations that pro-
vided grants to community initiatives,
but did not think any were appropriate
matches for the study. Another finance
committee member, Fred Lange of
Scotch Plains, thought it would be
best to contact a foundation board

member to assist the group in finding
the proper funding source.

“We have to work from the inside.
We haven’t thought of that before,” he
said.

After 17 minutes, the committee
adjourned to discuss bids from firms
interested in doing the study.

The panel consists of four members
elected by Courage to Reconnect, a
citizens group that successfully ap-
plied for creation of the study com-
mission last year; two members each
elected by the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains councils individually, and two
members selected by each four-per-
son group.

The next commission meeting will
be its reorganization meeting on
Wednesday, January 8, at 7 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation offices at the Evergreen Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains.

SP-F BOE to Use Funding
For Alarms, Cap. Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
at its regular monthly agenda setting
meeting last Thursday, said that it
plans to accept $2,159,895 in Regu-
lar Operating District (ROD) grant
funding from the state. The action
will not be officially passed until the
regular board meeting scheduled for
tonight, December 19,, at 8 p.m.

During discussions held at last
Thursday’s meeting, audience mem-
bers learned that the money allocated
from the state for capital improve-
ment projects will be used for secu-
rity alarm systems at Brunner, Coles
and School One Elementary Schools
as well as Park and Terrill Middle
Schools. The cost for these systems
are $12,084 each for Coles and
Brunner Elementary Schools, and
$12,058 for School One. Park’s secu-
rity alarms will cost $31,100 and
Terrill is slated to cost $36,336. Ac-
cording to tonight’s resolution, this
money also is allocated to update the
fire alarm system at Terrill Middle
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, at a cost of $72,104 and

$93,733, respectively.
In addition, grant monies used for

window replacement at Coles El-
ementary will be in the amount of
$215,552, while Evergreen Elemen-
tary School’s cost for window re-
placement will be $260,374. Partial
re-roofing projects will be done at
Terrill Middle School, for $350,000,
and Evergreen, for $336,274.

Added in the projects are a $43,182
replacement of unit ventilators in the
kindergarten wing of McGinn; a
$120,120 waterproof foundation for
wall leakage at Park Middle School,
and a $557,663 Rooftop Unit (RTU)
replacement at Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School.

Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki stated that the grant money
would be used to foot 40 percent of
the total bill and that the projects are
scheduled for completion within the
next two years.

In other business, it was reported
by Caitlin Taggart, anti-bullying spe-
cialist for the district, that from Janu-
ary 2013 until June 2013 there have
been 16 confirmed cases of Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Board OKs Gas Station Sign,
Community Access Lot

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
gave approval to the Sunoco gaso-
line station on Route 22 to replace
its existing pricing sign along the
highway with a digital sign that can
be changed via remote control.

Syed Naqbi, president of Express
Mart, the owner of the station, told
the board at its December 5 meet-
ing that the new sign will be the
same size as the existing one but
will only have two price lines ver-
sus the existing three lines. He said
the sign, which will not flash or
scroll, will be safer to change via
remote than by having an employee
climb a ladder to manually change
the prices. The lettering will be 18
inches high versus the 12-inch let-
tering on the existing sign, accord-
ing to engineer Derek Jordan, who
added that the sign would not be
visible to any neighboring residents.
Earlier, a Willow Avenue resident
spoke and expressed concern over
the proposed sign’s brightness.

Board member Chris Abeel op-
posed the application, saying he
did not think an LED-type sign was
necessary and expressing concerns
about the new sign’s brightness. He
made a motion to deny the applica-
tion but no one else on the board
backed his motion. Instead, the
board approved the application by
a 6-to-1 vote.

The board also gave unanimous
approval to an application for con-
struction of a parking lot located in
Scotch Plains to serve a mixed-use
building that will be situated in Fan-
wood. The parking lot, at 353 Terrill
Road, will be next to the building

that will contain 10 residential units
and two offices. The existing build-
ing — formerly home to Rocco’s
Tavern, which closed several years
ago and has been vacant since —
will be torn down to make room for
the new structure. Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, the developer, pro-
vides services to developmentally-
disabled individuals. Fourteen park-
ing slots will be included in the new
lot. Board members concurred that
the proposed lot and building would
be a positive benefit to the commu-
nity.

In other business, the board de-
cided to continue another applica-
tion at its January meeting. Nehal
Shah of 1 Cherry Blossom Lane
proposes to build a six-foot, white
vinyl fence in what is deemed to be
the front yard of her corner lot.
Local ordinances limit fence heights
in front yards to four feet. Board
members, concerned over sight-
lines for drivers at the corner, in-
quired about how far from the street
the fence would be placed and ques-
tioned the accuracy of Ms. Shah’s
survey that included a proposed
sight-line easement. The applicant
will return next month with further
information.

Scotch Plains Council Starts
Setting 2014 Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council wrapped up its business
for the year on Tuesday by putting a
number of issues on its agenda for
2014.

At its final meeting of 2013, the
council was set to approve an expen-
diture of $114,380 to purchase and
install a portable 9-1-1 system and
video monitoring equipment for an
upgraded emergency operations sys-
tem at the municipal building, but at
the urging of Mayor Kevin Glover,
the council tabled the vote until next
month so council members can re-

ceive more details about the system.
The mayor said there was no ur-

gency to approve the purchase this
week. “There is an urgency” to see
what it entails, he said. Councilman
William Vastine favored immediate
approval, saying that the emergency
operations plan was part of the 2013
capital budget approved earlier this
year and that the police department is
simply executing that plan. He criti-
cized the questioning of Police Chief
Brian Mahoney’s recommendation,
saying it was “dumbfounding to me.”
Other council members, though, said
getting more details about the pur-
chase would be helpful.

In other business, Mayor Glover
said the council early in 2014 will
discuss the status of the restoration of
the historic Frazee House, a project
that has been under the purview of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club.

A township resident inquired on
Tuesday about the Revolutionary
War-era structure and whether any
progress is being made after nearly a
decade of effort. The home occupies
a portion of the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property, and the mayor said the
council will also be addressing the
future use of the zoo property in
2014.

The council may also consider en-
acting a noise ordinance next year. A
Senger Place resident has spoken to
the council several times in recent
months about what he described as
excessive noise emanating from an
outdoor tent erected behind the Darby
Road Public House and Restaurant
on Park Avenue during the
establishment’s Octoberfest activi-
ties. He complained of noise from
music and patrons keeping his family
awake until the early morning hours
and also questioned why the restau-
rant was permitted to use what the
resident described as municipal prop-
erty for some of its activities.

The council approved a $14,650
contract with Granicus Inc. to auto-
mate its meeting processes and re-
duce the amount of physical paper
that council members and other ad-
ministrative personnel are currently
required to possess. The council also
approved several contracts related to
health care coverage for township
employees.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
said the contracts — with Oxford
Health Plans for health insurance,
with Benecard for prescription ben-
efits and with the Suburban Munici-
pal Joint Insurance Fund for liability
insurance — will save the municipal
government nearly $150,000 next
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
SANTA’S HELPERS...Santa and his “helpers” meet at the Fanwood Fire
Department and Rescue Squad as they prepare to embark on Sunday's parade
through Fanwood.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
SAYING GOODBYE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr stands beside Council-
man Tony Parenti as he makes his parting remarks at his last council meeting on
Tuesday night.

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 16
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8, 18
Obituary ........ 18

Education ...... 9, 16, 19
Sports ............ 11-15
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 16
A&E .............. 19-20

Fanwood Council Honors
Anthony Parenti; Preps For 2014

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — On Tuesday
night, the borough council devoted
the greatest part of its regular meet-
ing to honoring retiring Republican
Councilman Anthony Parenti, who
has served on the governing body
for the past six years. Additionally,
the council discussed matters of
shared service and town develop-
ment.

Councilman Parenti has a long
and distinguished history of ser-
vice to the Fanwood community.
Council members joked that he has
had more retirements from posi-
tions of service than they could

accurately count.
Councilman Parenti carried on

his family’s tradition as a third-
generation police officer, becom-
ing Fanwood’s first traffic safety
officer. In 1974, he founded the
New Jersey Police Traffic Officers
Association, and served as its presi-
dent for many years. He served a

total of 41 years as a police officer,
acting as Fanwood’s chief of police
from 1975 to 1997.

He then spent 10 years training
new officers, as director of the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains. For the past six years,
he has brought his safety and ad-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
HOLIDAY PARTY…The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors attend their annual holiday party recently at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains. Pictured, front row, from left to right, are: Carol
Kearney, Chairman Chris Devine, Executive Director Heather Robinson and
Gene Jannotti; back row, Jay Boyle, Harriet Schulman, Stephanie Branna,
Mitch Beinhaker, Russell Feinstein, and Suzy Minken.

(H.I.B.) incidents. As reported by
Ms. Taggart, every six months it is
required by law that the board re-
ceive a public update of the district’s
H.I.B. incidents, and that the number
of confirmed and reported cases are
down in numbers from last year.

At tonight’s board meeting, which
will begin at 7:30 p.m., a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Cham-
ber Choir performance is scheduled.
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SP-F BOE

CF Hopes Hillside Liner
Is Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced that
Conrail has given its approval for
the township to install a tubular liner
that would make the Hillside tunnel,
also known as the Kanishka Pass,
safe for pedestrians and school-aged
children to cross through the tunnel.

The township had been waiting
since September to get the go-ahead.
Children heading to the Hillside Av-
enue School use the tunnel to go to
and from school, thereby avoiding
the busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township had
installed a temporary boardwalk
through the tunnel to help counter-
act the dangerous conditions caused
by water, mud, and wind leaking
through cracks in the tunnel. Prior to
the installation, the township had
closed the tunnel because of unsafe
conditions. Conrail also has applied
epoxy in the areas it thought were

leaking; however, it continues to
leak.

Once the liner is installed, should
the tunnel leak, the water would run
down between the tunnel and the liner
and flow to the outside and into a drain
system, Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr. told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail that
it was unaware of when setting up a
new contract with Conrail. Mayor
Hannen said this fee was negotiated
down from $30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a
safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Times. “Hopefully, before
they get back from winter vacation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher Creamer
to perform the work on the tunnel.
Since then, the contractor has taken
on other work, and the township is
now scrambling to get Fletcher
Creamer to install the liner before
school starts back up in January.

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OKs Three Applications

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Board of Adjustment ap-
proved three applications at its De-
cember 12 meeting.

The meeting began with testi-
mony from Michael E. Dipple, an
engineer testifying on behalf of
Thrilos Realty’s application to
amend its previously approved site
plan for 1079 Route 22 to revise the
driveway access by shifting the
driveway 12 feet to the north. He
said the shift was necessary in or-
der to ensure safe access to under-
ground utilities and would not re-
duce the number of parking spaces
or the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of
the proposed restaurant.

The board next considered and
approved 367 Forest Hill Way
LLC’s request to permit the replace-
ment of a 30-year-old air condi-
tioner compressor and to place the
new unit on the side of the family
home, where the old unit had been
located on the rear sidewalk.

Finally, Mr. and Mrs. Ventralla,
who have lived in Mountainside for

47 years, appeared with their archi-
tect, David Bailey of Forefront De-
sign, to request relief from the
borough’s FAR requirement in or-
der to remodel their home, which is
located at 5 Endor Lane, to install
an elevator and a handicap-acces-
sible bathroom. The proposed 246-
square-foot addition would be in
the back of the home and would not
be visible from their street.

After the board approved their
requests, the Ventrallas thanked the
board for its thoroughness and ex-
pressed their appreciation to the
board for approving the modifica-
tions, which will allow them to re-
main in their home.

GW Board Hears Plan to
Expand South Ave. Bld.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The planning board
last Thursday began a hearing for
expansion of 325-331 South Av-
enue by applicant Land of NJ, Inc.,
which sought site plan approval with
variance relief for the demolition
of the existing greenhouse and
single-family home to provide for
the expansion of the existing mixed-
use building consisting of first-floor
retail and second-floor apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor, and
a Chinese take-out restaurant, a nail
salon, a wireless retail store and a
vacant retail space.

The expansion would include re-
tail of the same type on the ground
level and added apartments on the
second floor, said Nicholas
Tsapatsaris, president of Land of
NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved of
what exists today,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

He also suggested that part of the
ground-level expansion could work
as a café.

Board member William Nierstedt
said he liked that concept; however,
restaurants require additional park-
ing.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking was
heavily discussed. The application
requires 39 parking spaces be pro-
vided, where the plan proposed in-
cludes 18, of which one is handi-
capped.

“The parking spaces are just ad-
equate for the retail,” Board Chair-
man Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing parking
spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to no
avail.

The applicants proposed 14 rental
units, with 11 being one-bedroom,
two being studios and one being a
two-bedroom unit. The one-bed-
room units ranged from about 480
to 550 square feet. There currently
are three apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti all
said they thought the units were too
small, and suggested having less
units and making them larger. This
also would lessen the impact on the
parking variance.

The borough’s code says this type
of building would require 60-per-
cent lot coverage, which in doing
so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris, “is impos-
sible to provide sufficient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also pur-
chased the adjacent greenhouse and
home at 325 South Avenue with the
“hopes to expand,” but, he said, “in
the mid-90s there was no parking
requirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my ten-
ants have one car, not two,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail ser-
vice, would the tenants’ parked cars
compete with the retail parking dur-
ing the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that cur-

rently, one of his tenants has one
car and one person drives to school,
while the other takes the train to
work.

The board also commented on
the current upkeep of the property.
“You owned the property for 20
years and have not done any up-
grades. The property, in my opin-
ion, has not been aesthetically pleas-
ing,” Mr. Greet said.

A colored conceptual drawing of
the streetscape was presented. “I
consider this a downtown model,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

The new expanded lot would be
100 feet deep by 150 feet in width.
Mr. Tsapatsaris also proposed a six-
foot-high vinyl fence on the rear lot
line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the build-
ing extend to the lot line with no
setback. The code requires a 10-
foot side-yard setback.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also
did not provide landscaping around
the fenced-in trash area in the rear
of the lot and landscaping along the
back fence as required. There also
were lighting variances and other
landscaping variances.

Residents who live behind the
property and next door, as well as
the Garwood Mall director of man-
agement, asked the applicant ques-
tions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who
lives on Willow Avenue behind the
applicant’s property, asked if the
applicant would consider only hav-
ing eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic rea-
son.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would con-
sider 12 units, as the board alluded
to. “I don’t know without further
analysis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

“I see on average 40 percent of
the parking spaces being occupied,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said, when asked
by Mr. Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns with
noise from the dumpsters being
rolled out in the early hours down
the path on the side of his house that
would disturb his family sleeping.
He also asked about the lighting,
and suggested he change his plan to
have lighting on poles that lit to-
ward the building with shields, and
asked to have a fence on the side-
yard lines. Mr. Kelly said the trash
currently is brought out in front of
his property for pickup. The new
proposal has a private hauler re-
move the garbage from the rear
trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would
consider altering his current light-
ing plan.

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Wednesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m. and expects to hear testi-
mony from a planner and traffic
expert.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

year.
The governing body also ap-

proved a 2014 contract for janito-
rial services at township buildings
and gave its approval to the settle-
ment of several property tax ap-
peals. A resolution authorizing the
lease-purchase of two police cruis-
ers for an amount not to exceed
$60,253 was also approved.

The council’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting will be held at noon on
Wednesday, January 1, and appoint-
ments to various boards and com-
missions will be announced at that
time.

Councilman Vastine on Tuesday
attempted to start a verbal nominat-
ing process for one of the boards
but was told by Township Attorney
Judy Verrone that council members
must submit all their nominations
in writing.
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WF Council Honors
Councilman David Haas
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its meeting
Tuesday evening, the Westfield
Town Council passed a resolution
honoring Third Ward Councilman
David Haas for his years of service
to the Town of Westfield. Mr. Haas’
term will expire on Tuesday, De-
cember 31, after an unsuccessful
bid for election as mayor this year.
Mr. Haas’ successor is David
Oliveira, who was elected to his
first term as councilman.

A councilman for nine years, Mr.
Haas served on the Finance Policy
Committee, the Public Works Com-
mittee, the Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking Committee and
also served as the council’s liaison
to the Board of Health and the Tree
Preservation Commission.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky delivered
the resolution to the assembly which
read in part, “Whereas, Mr. Haas
has unselfishly sacrificed his time
to attend to the needs of the resi-
dents of the third ward and the com-
munity at large; and whereas, dur-
ing his term of the town council,
Mr. Haas earned the gratitude of his
constituents, be it resolved that the
mayor and the town council, on
behalf of the good citizens of the
Town of Westfield, hereby express
appreciation to David Haas for his
service and wishes him every suc-
cess and happiness in all his future
endeavors.”

Mr. Skibitsky concluded, “David,
on behalf of all the residents of
Westfield I thank you for all your
service to the town.”

Mr. Haas addressed his fellow
council members as well as mem-
bers of the public stating, “First, I’d
like to thank the residents of the
third ward. Going door to door and
meeting everybody in the ward is a
tremendously rewarding and en-
riching experience…I found the
residents of the third ward to be
extremely warm to me and ex-
tremely welcoming. They were very
nice to work with and an honor to
represent. That’s the most impor-
tant thing I can say tonight.

“The second thing I’d like to say
is that I’d like to thank the people I
served with. We don’t always agree
on every issue as is appropriate. It’s

important to have issues discussed
and be made public so the public
understands the various aspects to
them. I think that I have generally
been treated by all my fellow coun-
cil members with respect and honor
and dignity and I thank them for
that.

“I’d like to thank my wife, of
course, and my family who gave up
so much time and I look forward to
getting back and spending more
with them.”

The entire assembly gave Mr.
Haas a standing ovation as he con-
cluded his remarks.

During the open discussion sec-
tion of the meeting, several mem-
bers of the public also thanked Mr.
Haas for his years of service.

Former town councilman Ken-
neth Mac Ritchie praised Mr. Haas
for his work as councilman. “I’d
like to express thanks and apprecia-
tion for Dave Haas who admirably
served the third ward…Councilman
Haas did an outstanding job of ser-
vice for the third ward,” he said.

Janice Siegel, chairperson of the
Westfield Democratic Committee,
also thanked Mr. Haas for repre-
senting the third ward. “I came to
learn about what a hard worker Dave
is and how much heart he has, how
much he cares about people…this
is the kind of guy he is, the kind of
representative he is. He’s a person
with great intellect who asks excel-
lent questions. I think this council
will sorely miss those kinds of con-
tributions that Dave has made,” Ms.
Siegel said.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the purchase of three new
Ford Police Interceptor vehicles and
approved the demolition of single
family dwellings located at 648
Kimball Avenue, 529 Benson Place,
1061 Minisink Way, 757 Clark
Street, and a single family dwelling
and a detached garage located at
633 Cumberland Street, as well as a
single family dwelling and shed
located at 1035 Rahway Avenue.

The next town council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Thursday, January 2, at 7 p.m., at
the Municipal Building located at
425 East Broad Street. This will be
the council’s reorganization meet-
ing.
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Fanwood Council
ministration expertise to his work
on the Fanwood Council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr lauded
Councilman Parenti for his “pas-
sion for making sure that the Bor-
ough of Fanwood never settles for
being just mediocre.” The council
presented Councilman Parenti with
a framed seal of the borough, a
framed print of the Fanwood Train
Station, a monogrammed fleece and
several more informal gifts.

Councilman Parenti explained
his latest retirement by reaffirming
his belief in term limits, saying,
“My limit is up,” but he cautioned,
“I’m not going away; I’ll still be
around…watching every move.”

The council also honored another
police officer, Special Officer Jack
Ross, as Volunteer of the Month.
Officer Ross took a moment to
thank current Chief of Police Rich-
ard Trigo and Councilman Parenti,
who, as former chief, hired Officer
Ross 30 years ago.

Later in the meeting, Council
President Russell Huegel men-
tioned the upcoming renewal of the
Shared Services Coordinating
Committee. The committee is com-
posed of members from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion. Councilman Huegel high-
lighted the committee’s recent ac-
complishments, including an ini-
tiative to share information before
applying for grants, cooperation
on senior citizen assistance, pur-
chase of new television equipment
and a radio station, and implemen-
tation of borough employee com-
puter-training sessions.

Councilman Daniel Levine
pointed out that the borough’s
shared-service agreement with the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment will be due for its tri-annual
renewal, soon, as well.

Resident Michael Lewis asked
council members to elaborate on
the current status of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission. Councilman Jack

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS IS COMING...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Alphorns
entertain shoppers in downtown Westfield as part of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation’s “Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday events.

Molenaar told Mr. Lewis that the
commission met recently and would
soon post meeting minutes on its
blog page.

Resident Harry McNally asked
council members for an update on
the status of Fanwood’s Recycling
Center. Mayor Mahr assured him
that the borough has no intention of
closing the center in the near future.
A committee, composed of Coun-
cilman Levine, Councilman Kevin
Boris and Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell is still in a “fact-gathering
phase,” she said. Councilman Levine
confirmed that the committee is re-
searching current operational pro-
cedures at the center, procedures in
neighboring towns and the various
institutions benefiting from the
center’s activities, before proceed-
ing.

As it was the last regular council
meeting of 2013, Mayor Mahr took
a moment to review the year’s suc-
cesses. “We have seen some really
great improvements to our parks, to
our roadways, and we are welcom-
ing new businesses into our com-
munity all the time,” she said, men-
tioning the newly reopened restau-
rant, The Chippery, and Ivy Educa-
tional Services, which recently re-
located to Fanwood and brings in
clients from as far away as
Metuchen. The mayor also noted
progress on Fanwood’s press for a
full-service one-seat ride to New
York, through the efforts of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

Councilman Molenaar further re-
ported on a busy and successful
year for Fanwood in terms of land
use and historic preservation. He
specifically pointed to plans to re-
zone South Avenue, between
Martine Avenue and Terrill Road, in
order to eliminate the need for new
businesses to request use variances
and to clear the way for increased
development.

Fanwood’s annual reorganization
meeting will take place on New
Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1,
at noon.
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Remains of MIA Airman
From Westfield Identified

WESTFIELD — The Department
of Defense POW/Missing Person-
nel Office (DPMO) has announced
that the remains of a U.S. service-
man missing from World War II have
been identified and
have been returned
to his family for
burial with full mili-
tary honors.

U.S. Army Air
Forces Capt.
Franklin B. Tostevin,
22, of Westfield, was
buried December 13,
in Denver, Colo. On
March 20, 1945,
Capt. Tostevin was
the pilot of an F-6P
aircraft that was shot
down while on a re-
connaissance mis-
sion in Cologne,
Germany. Capt.
Tostevin’s wingman flying the same
mission reported seeing the crash
about 10 to 15 miles southeast of
Cologne.

In 1949, the U.S. Army Graves
Registration Service interviewed lo-
cal villagers and determined that the
remains of Capt. Tostevin had been
buried in a cemetery in the nearby
town of Much. The remains were
not recovered from the cemetery to
be returned to the U.S. at that time.

On May 2, 2006, a German citizen

led members of a Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command (JPAC) investiga-
tive team to a World War II crash site
near the town of Eigen. The team lo-
cated human remains and aircraft wreck-

age that tentatively
correlated to Capt.
Tostevin’s aircraft.

In August
2008, a JPAC re-
covery team ex-
cavated the crash
site and recovered
additional human
remains and per-
sonal effects.

To identify Capt.
Tostevin’s re-
mains, scientists
from JPAC and the
Armed Forces
DNA Identifica-
tion Laboratory
used circumstan-

tial evidence and forensic identification
tools including mitochondrial DNA,
which matched Capt. Tostevin’s cousin.

Of the 16 million Americans who
served in World War II, more than
400,000 died. There are more than
73,000 servicemen whose remains
were never recovered.

For additional information on the
Defense Department’s mission to ac-
count for missing Americans, visit
the DPMO website at www.dtic.mil/
dpmo or call (703) 699-1169.

Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office
HERO LAID TO REST....The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel
Office (DPMO) has announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman Army Air
Forces Capt. Franklin B. Tostevin, 22, of Westfield, missing from World War II,
have been identified and returned to the family. See story at right.

Capt. Franklin Tostevin

Asm. Rible: Obamacare is
Devastating to Businesses

Woman Indicted for Arson,
Child Endangerment

ROSELLE PARK — A borough
woman accused of setting fire to her
apartment and leaving her 2-year-
old daughter unattended inside ear-
lier this year has been indicted, act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Grace
H. Park announced on Monday.

Murlande Colin, 27, is charged
with second-degree aggravated ar-
son and second-degree endangering
the welfare of a child.

The date was July 9 when the
building superintendent of the
Woodside Gardens apartment com-
plex in Roselle Park called 911 after
spotting smoke coming out of
Colin’s home. Before the arrival of
first responders, the superintendent
and two passersby entered the apart-
ment unit and found the young vic-
tim alone in a bedroom, next to a bed
where a hot iron was left smoldering
atop of a pile of clothing.

The toddler was rushed to a local
hospital for treatment of injuries.
The superintendent also discovered
smoldering clothes and other flam-

mable items on top of a lit stove in the
smoke-filled kitchen of the apartment
unit. Authorities located Colin in a
nearby town several hours later, and
a subsequent investigation deter-
mined that she had set the fire and left
the scene. She is facing a sentence of
up to 20 years in prison.

Off-Peak One-Seat Ride to
NYC to Begin in March

REGION — The Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition and the One-Seat Ride
Coalition have announced that NJ
Transit will roll out a morning off-
peak, one-seat ride to New York’s
Penn Station starting March 2, 2014.
The trains will arrive in New York
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

NJ Transit has purchased dual-
mode locomotives that will operate
as diesels through Hunterdon,
Somerset, Middlesex and Union
counties and as electronic locomo-
tives through the tunnel to Manhat-
tan, making the one-seat ride pos-
sible.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
joined by a coalition of 30 mayors of
towns along the line, seek to ulti-

mately achieve a full one-seat ride
Manhattan service on the Raritan
Valley Line, which currently termi-
nates in Newark.

“Town after town has major devel-
opment near their train stations,” said
Somerset County Freeholder and Rail
Coalition Chairman Peter S. Palmer.
“The weekday off-peak service is an
important first step.”

NJ Transit, which has championed
transit-oriented development, has
agreed to meet quarterly with the
One-Seat Ride Coalition to evaluate
the results of the new service and
discuss further expansion. The next
step would be to offer evening one-
seat ride service during off-peak hours
after 8 p.m.

TRENTON — Responding to re-
cent announcements by Horizon Blue
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey and
Aetna that the two insurers will not
renew policies for nearly 200,000
individuals and small businesses in
New Jersey because of Obamacare
mandates, Assemblyman Dave Rible
(R-30, Wall Twp.) says the problems
with the new healthcare program ex-
tend far beyond the website debacle.
He said loss of coverage, the high
cost of premiums, and the lack of
information regarding the new rules
are devastating especially to small
businesses.

 “Obamacare is a nightmare that is
wreaking havoc on New Jersey’s
small businesses,” Asm. Rible said.
“Companies need to be able to make
economic decisions and budget for
the year ahead with a certain degree
of confidence. All the confusion and
instability surrounding the new law
continues to send shock waves
through the business community
which ultimately will impact their
ability to create jobs. This puts our
residents and state economy at great
risk. The President and federal gov-
ernment officials need to stop point-
ing fingers, take responsibility and
rectify the situation now.”

Asm. Rible noted that according to

the New Jersey Business and Industry
Association, members have reported
initial premium rate increases ranging
from single digits to more than 40 or
50 percent. He said some are frus-
trated that they cannot keep their cur-
rent plans as the new plans are more
expensive and do not have better cov-
erage or better “value.” In fact, mem-
bers report the new health plans have
higher out-of-pocket maximums and
less coverage.

Bramnick: Obamacare
Wreaking Havoc on NJ
Healthcare Consumers

TRENTON — Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), said last week that Hori-
zon Blue Cross Blue Shield’s an-
nouncement that it will not renew
any small group or individual health
plans that were set to expire after this
year is a clear indication of the confu-
sion and uncertainty the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) is causing.

“The impact of the federal
government’s decision to deny a
waiver for Horizon’s Basic and Es-
sential coverage plan is now being
felt,” Asm. Bramnick said. “Individu-
als and small businesses are now left

scrambling to find affordable cover-
age. The only thing the Affordable
Care Act has accomplished so far is
to cause anxiety and frustration for
consumers and insurance companies
like Horizon.”

The Assemblyman’s announce-
ment by the state’s largest health in-
surer answers the question of how it
would respond to an Obama admin-
istration policy reversal that let carri-
ers, with the permission of their state
regulator, renew plans that had been
cancelled because they did not com-
ply with the health care law.

Horizon previously announced it
could not renew its bare bones “ba-
sic and essential” health plans after
the federal government refused to
waive certain ACA requirements that
in turn would significantly raise the
premiums of these low-cost plans.

Asm. Bramnick has said the federal
government needed to take action that
would protect the 90,000 New Jersey
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield mem-
bers from losing their Basic and Es-
sential insurance policy coverage.

Westfield's newest hotspot

offering the most unique gifts...EVER!

"a unique, chic encounter"
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for people with traumatic brain injuries.  Services provided by Universal Institute.
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STAR OF INDIA
Exotic Northern Indian Cuisine
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Tel. (908) 272-6633     Fax. (908) 272-6603
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Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD
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‘Buy American’
Resolution OK’d

TRENTON — A resolution urging
New Jersey citizens to “Buy Ameri-
can” products has been approved by
the Assembly Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development Committee.

The bill, AR-29, cites the impor-
tance of manufacturing jobs to New
Jersey, and there role in sustaining
both the state’s economy and indi-
vidual families.

“‘Made in America’ still stands for
quality, and when you purchase prod-
ucts made in this country, you know it is
a quality product, manufactured to safety
and environmental standards, and em-
ployees were paid a fair wage,” said
Assemblywoman Alison Littell McHose
(R-24, Sparta), the bill’s sponsor.

Emergency Bld. Plans
Bill OK’d by Sen. Panel

TRENTON – Legislation, A-3625,
to require age-restricted multiple
dwelling owners to annually prepare
and maintain emergency building op-
erations plans for  extended power
outages and emergencies was ap-
proved Thursday by the Senate Com-
munity and Urban Affairs Committee.

 An owner of a building comprised
of more than 20 dwelling units re-
served for residents of 55 years and
older, would be required to maintain
an emergency building operations plan
in coordination with the municipal
emergency management coordinator.

Panel OKs Bill to
Toughen DWI Penalties

TRENTON — A bill sponsored
by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) to toughen
penalties for drunk driving in New
Jersey was approved Monday by an
Assembly Judiciary Committee. The
bill also mandates installation of ig-
nition interlock devices.
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Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.

Family Investors Company
265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC
908.233.2225 • www.anthonyjames.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sHolt Opposes ‘Flawed’
Budget Agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) delivered the fol-
lowing statement opposing H.J. Reso-
lution 59, a budget agreement nego-
tiated by the House and Senate that
he said fails to put America on the
path to long-term prosperity.

“I rise in opposition to this new
[Rep. Paul] Ryan- [Senator Patty]
Murray budget agreement because it
is a strong continuation of an anti-
government, pessimistic policy that
has been plaguing Washington in re-
cent years. Make no mistake about it;
this budget agreement is the direct
result of the Budget Control Act
(BCA), which I strongly opposed
when it was being debated in 2011,
and this agreement takes us back-
wards. I knew then the sequester
would wreak havoc on our economy,
threaten our quality of life, and
squeeze the most vulnerable among
us.

 “Here we are, over two years later,
and the worst of it is coming true. The
sequester has cut research, educa-
tion, infrastructure, Medicare, and a
number of other critical investments
that are vital to a growing economy.
It is robbing America of the opportu-
nity to rise from the Great Recession
as a stronger, more vibrant nation.
Instead, the sequester is continuing
to weaken our country with a
shrunken government that is ham-
pered by deep cuts to the safety net
and hobbled by a refusal to invest in
our future. This budget agreement
from Congressman Ryan and Sena-
tor Murray is a way to partially and
minimally reverse cuts that should
never have happened in the first place.

 “It is a compromise in a narrow,
Washington kind of sense: It will
gain some votes from Democrats and
some votes from Republicans. But
let’s remember how the BCA came to
be enacted: In 2011, Republicans held
hostage America’s credit rating by
threatening to default on our debts if
they didn’t get what they wanted. No
true compromise was possible then
because the negotiations were con-
ducted in the midst of a hostage cri-
sis. No compromise is possible now
because we are still operating within
the framework created by that hos-
tage crisis.

 “The question we should ask our-
selves is, ‘Where are we trying to go
as a country?’ We should be striving
toward an optimistic future – one
where we invest in research, educa-
tion, infrastructure, and more. By that
measure, this is a bad deal.

 “The agreement – not really a com-
promise – slashes discretionary
spending and tinkers with a few other
things like raising fees on airline tick-
ets, decreasing reimbursement to
Medicare providers, and lowering
military retirement pensions. How
could we actually think this is the
kind of path forward for our country?

“There is no attempt to close tax
loopholes on corporate jets, oil and gas
companies, or an effort in asking the
wealthiest among us to pay their fair
share to live in an orderly, humane,
equitable society. Favored corporate
interests, millionaires, and billionaires
will continue to receive special tax
breaks as far as the eye can see while
unemployment insurance expires, leav-
ing millions struggling to find work out
in the cold just weeks after Christmas.
That is not the sort of fair, balanced deal
that Americans have asked for and
expect from their leaders.”

Lance Comments on
Budget Agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement regarding House-
passage of the budget conference
agreement: “Far from perfect, the
Ryan-Murray budget compromise
amounts to a modest agreement that
averts another government shutdown,
replaces the President’s sequester with
smarter cuts, reduces the deficit by
more than $20 billion and provides a
level of certainty on spending that has
not occurred in Washington for sev-
eral years. All without raising taxes.

“It is the first bipartisan budget deal
brokered under divided government
since 1986 and a small step forward in
restoring some sanity and order to the
budget process. I applaud Chairman
[Rep. Paul] Ryan and Chairwoman
[Sen. Patty] Murray for their efforts,
which I hope will lead to future agree-
ments that improve our economy,
tackle our long-term fiscal issues and
create jobs so desperately needed.”

Baroni Quits as Dep. Dir.
Of PA Over Lane Closures

Governor Chris Christie’s top ap-
pointee to the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, former state
Senator Bill Baroni, who ordered the
September closure of two bridge ac-
cess lanes in Fort Lee, on September
9, triggering delays of up to four
hours, resigned last Friday, The New
York Daily News reported.

His resignation follows that of
David Wildstein, another Christie
appointee who was authority’s direc-
tor of interstate capital projects.
Democrats in New Jersey have
claimed the shutdown was retribu-
tion for the refusal of Fort Lee’s
Democratic mayor to endorse the
November re-election of Gov.
Christie, a leading Republican presi-
dential candidate in 2016.

During his testimony before the
New Jersey Assembly Transporta-
tion Public Works and Independent
Authorities Committee, Mr. Baroni
claimed that the closure was part of a
traffic study. The Daily News reported
that Port Authority Executive Direc-
tor Patrick Foye, an appointee of New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo, as
well as Cedric Fulton, director of
tunnels and bridges, and Robert
Durando, who supervises the George
Washington Bridge disputed the traf-
fic study claim.

ABC News reported that Gov.
Christie has replaced Mr. Baroni with
Deborah Gramiccioni, currenty his
deputy chief of staff for policy.
Bramnick: Dems Turning Lame

Duck into Anti-Jobs Month
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said bills
being moved through the lame duck
session of the legislative session, such
as “Ban the Box” legislation, the con-
stitutional amendment requiring New
Jersey to join the Regional Green-
house Gas Initiative (RGGI) and a
bill that mandates paid sick days for
all full-time private sector employ-
ees, will hurt job creation and will
slow the state’s economic recovery.
Asm. Bramnick said that no consid-
eration is being given on how to pro-
vide a tax cut or reforming unused
sick leave payouts.

 “Democratic-sponsored bills are
being fast-tracked during lame duck
that will hurt job creation and slow
our economic recovery,” he said. “The
remainder of the legislative agenda

should focus on reducing regulations,
lowering taxes, and making it easier
for towns to consider voluntary merg-
ers by reducing civil service barriers.
The focus on anti-jobs bills instead of
reducing spending and cutting taxes
is a misplaced priority.”

Congress Passes Budget
Deal, Averts Shutdown

New Jersey’s congressional delega-
tion was divided on the bipartisan bud-
get deal that passed the House on Thurs-
day, The Star-Ledger reported. The
deal averts another federal government
shutdown for at least two years.

The budget deal by Sen. Patty
Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Paul
Ryan (R-Wis.) would cut the federal
deficit by $23 billion over 10 years
through increased airline fees and
reduced pensions for some federal
and military employees. The House
approved the plan, 332-94.

Among New Jersey’s delegation, nine
members voted yes including while Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th). Rep. Scott
Garrett (R-5th) and Democratic Reps.
Rush Holt (D-12th) and Frank Pallone
(D-6th Dist.)  opposed the agreement.

Settlements OK’d In
Passaic River Case

A state judge has approved settle-
ments worth $165.4 million from some
300 companies, municipalities and
public agencies accused of polluting
the Passaic River, nj.com has reported.

The decision by state Superior
Court Judge Sebastian Lombardi
clears the way for Gov. Chris
Christie’s administration to proceed
with a larger lawsuit against Occi-
dental Chemical Corporation, which
faces charges of “intentionally dump-
ing dioxin and other chemical waste
into the Passaic River for decades.”

According to nj.com, under the
terms of the first settlement, the state
will receive $130 million from major
energy companies. A second settle-
ment with 261 other defendants —
including 70 towns and public agen-
cies — will net $35.4 million.

Interpreter at Mandela
Memorial Was A Fake

South Africa’s deaf federation said
that the interpreter used for the
Johannesburg memorial for Nelson
Mandela — attended by nearly 100
heads of state, including President
Barack Obama — was a fake. Leaders
in the deaf community said the man
was “literally flapping his arms around,”
The New York Daily News reported.

GIFT GIVING...Runnells Specialized Hospital Volunteer Guild and Staff are
joined by Union County Freeholders Vernell Wright and Sergio Granados for the
residents annual gift distribution party. Pictured, left to right, are: seated Sharon
Thomas, Runnells Volunteer Guild; Ernie Salvati, chairperson, Runnells Resi-
dent Council; Barbara Mc Mann, Runnells Volunteer Guild; Patricia Scott,
director of activities and volunteer services at Runnells; standing, Iish Isack,
director of professional and support services at Runnells; Paul Thomas, volun-
teer guild; Freeholder Wright; Anne Forgione, Volunteer Guild; Sandra Adour,
Runnells administrator; Leonard Forgione, Volunteer Guild president; Tommie
Kelhoffer, Rose Anderson, Mark Sely, and Herbert Appenzoller, Volunteer
Guild members, and Freeholder  Granados.
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PSE&G Upgrading Underground
Circuits in Spr., Union on Dec. 26

REGION — Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas Co. (PSE&G), New
Jersey’s largest utility, is upgrading
and replacing an underground elec-
tric transmission circuit in Union
County as part of its North Central
Reliability Project.

The purpose of this infrastructure
upgrade is to continue to ensure safe,
reliable utility service for area resi-
dents and business owners. The cir-
cuit runs from PSE&G’s West Orange
switching station through West Or-
ange, Maplewood, Millburn, Spring-
field, through Union into the Spring-
field Road substation. Construction
activities along the nine-mile circuit
will be completed between January
2014 and June 2014. During this pe-
riod utility service to PSE&G custom-
ers will not be impacted.

PSE&G is currently anticipating
construction activities occurring in
each community and location during
the following periods: In Springfield:
Church Mall near Morris Avenue, on
Linden Avenue near Wabeno Avenue,
and Meisel Avenue near the Meisel
Avenue Park on or about Friday, De-
cember 26, 2013 to approximately
Friday, June 6, 2014.

In Union: Adjacent to Liberty Av-
enue and Springfield Road behind

the substation on or about December
26, 2013 to approximately June 6, 2014.

To expedite this work, PSE&G has
scheduled extended work hours Mon-
day through Friday, with some 24
hour and/or weekend work expected
during certain aspects of the project.
Construction dates and scheduled
work hours identified are tentative
and subject to minimal variations due
to the construction process and
weather sensitive work activities.

No major road closings are ex-
pected, however lane closures with
possible detours will be necessary
during construction. If possible, mo-
torists are encouraged to travel an
alternate route until the work is com-
pleted. Local police will be on site at
all times to oversee new traffic pat-
terns. Interruptions will be kept to a
minimum, and PSE&G regrets any
inconvenience the project may cause.

For everyone’s safety, PSE&G
crews use work area protection in-
cluding local police department traf-
fic management assistance, traffic
cones, barriers, utility work signage,
and flaggers, providing safety mea-
sures for project completion. The util-
ity reminds motorists to slow down
and be alert when driving past a
PSE&G worksite.



Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A

bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a ped-

dler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of
“Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas is a fraud.
Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob Cratchit, who is
about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no
holiday.

Should you hear all the bells in
your house ringing loudly and fear
of chains clanking while perceiv-
ing an eerie red glow, think not of
the supernatural, Marley’s – the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Christ-
mas Present and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices
and sounds outside – and the bang-
ing at your door. Think not of the
winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes.

Think not of the chilling draft sweeping from your
chimney. Think not of the darkness or the gusting
snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the joy of
the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St. Nick – he’ll
plug the draft in his descent. For the chains clanking
are likely the harnesses jingling of the reindeer on
your roof, and the eerie red glow is Rudolph and his
nose – his presence made possible by the warmth of

the wintry snow. The boughs against your window-
panes are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism of
your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell of the
three ghosts; they are a harbinger
of your neighbors calling with good
cheer, laden with all the fixings for
holiday eggnog to dip your ginger-
bread man. Their voices caroling
are the sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christ-
mas season.

Leave cookies and milk for Santa.
And if you know of a Bob Cratchit,
then you know of a soul in need of

a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to the carolers’
refrain, even though out of practice, your perfor-
mance would otherwise bring disdain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a top
hat and carrot for his nose.

Join the children on the block – they’ll show you
how to dream.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer.
Tis the season to be jolly.

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good
most of the year and that Santa would
be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke
Mr. Jones’ window with the foul ball
that it was an accident. I was sure
Santa would also understand that
when we heard the shattering glass,
there was a moment of panic. Yes, we
all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that bro-
ken window before we even got
home. A stern lecture and direct or-
ders to go over to Mr. Jones and
confess that I did it – that’s what I
got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his
garden to help pay for it. I did.

He then thanked me for owning up and asked that
I be more careful next time. I think he even smiled,
now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer

bicycle.
Christmas then was also such a

happy time of the year – everyone
smiled and wished all a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. For a
moment at least, there was “Peace on
Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political cor-
rectness back then. The only thing I
believed was that “Merry Christmas”
was the warmest possible greeting
that one person could give to an-
other. It was only pure good in the
intent.

Well, after all those years, I might
have broken a few other windows
since – but I always owned up. I tried
to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank

you Santa for understanding. I still think it’s okay to
say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone
– and Happy New Year!

The first time I saw Santa Claus
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Letters to
the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ
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DDDD
Diction Deception

Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year

From my family to yours: With
the Christmas holiday and the begin-
ning of a new year almost upon us, I
am sure many of you have the same
thought I always seem to have around
this time, “where did the year go?” It
is this thought that reminds us that, as
time doesn’t wait for anyone, we
should remember the importance of
enjoying each waking day. I am hope-
ful that each of you can reflect upon
this past year with much happiness,
gratitude and joy.

Christmas is a time for family and
friends to come together to celebrate
God’s gift to us. Amid the beautiful
decorations, delicious food, and gifts
we exchange with each other, let us
remember to make room for every-
one at our tables and share our good
fortune with those in need. And on
this holiday, as we should on every
day, let us remember those in service
to our nation at home and in distant
lands. Let us pray for their safety and
that they may be reunited with their
families soon.

I feel fortunate and grateful to be
part of this community, our township
and this country. I resolve that in the
coming year I will endeavor to do my
part in contributing to its well-being.

From my family to yours, let me
wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

GET OUT THE MILK
AND COOKIES

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapin – Rabbit fur used in imitation

of more valuable skins
2. Lefe – Loved one; a friend
3. Parget – Plaster or wall coating
4. Mear – A boundary

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TAMANOIR
1. A deep cut or gash
2. The three-toed anteater
3. A slaughterhouse for cattle
4. A wine cellar or place where wine is

sold or kept
WINNOCK

1. A one-horse carriage
2. An old work horse
3. A window
4. A fish net

WETHER
1. A castrated ram
2. To entise or trick
3. A small cleaning cloth
4. To chill or harden

TALION
1. A guardian spirit
2. Punishment that exacts a penalty

just like the crime
3. Winged sandals
4. An outside staircase
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HEALTHY NEW YEAR  

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 

�� No Joiner’s Fee (up to a $150 value!)  

�� $50 Y Gift card  

�� FREE wellness options 

��Small-group: 12 Weeks to a Healthier 

You for those new to exercising 

��Personalized:  Orientation and one free 

personal training session 

��Individual:  FitStart customized workout 

and nutrition program 

… HURRY!  OFFER ENDS 1/5 

WESTFIELD AREA Y ∙  220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

Visit us  
New Year’s Day!  

10:00AM - 4:00PM 
 

�� Get to know the Y and our staff 

�� FREE gift for first 500 guests  

�� FREE TRX® classes at Noon and 

1:00PM (first 12 participants each) 

�� 25% off Personal Training 

Packages (one per person, in person 

purchase only. Sessions expire 3/31/14.) 

UNWRAP YOUR POTENTIAL 

Employer Mandate Delayed, But
Obamacare Destruction Goes On

By Sally C. Pipes
Pacific Research Institute

Some 60 percent of Americans –
nearly 160 million people – get insur-
ance through their jobs. Thanks to
Obamacare, that number is about to
nosedive.

The president’s signature law is hik-
ing the cost of health insurance for
American businesses of all sizes.
They’re responding by dumping cov-
erage for workers, spouses, and retir-
ees.

Even though the employer mandate,
which requires all firms with 50 or
more full-time staffers to provide health
coverage or pay a fine, has been de-
layed by one year, the employer health
insurance market is slowly bleeding
out.

A few weeks ago, 30,000 grocery
workers in Washington state threat-
ened to go on strike after several super-
market chains announced plans to drop
health benefits for part-time workers.

Today, workers who put in as few as
16 hours are eligible for health cover-
age. But the stores say that they won’t
be able to afford coverage for part-
timers once the employer mandate
kicks in on January 1, 2015.

That’s not surprising. Average an-
nual employer-sponsored individual
health insurance premiums are up 5
percent this year compared to 2012 –
to more than $5,800. The average em-
ployer premium for a family of four is
north of $16,000.

In September, Home Depot an-
nounced plans to drop coverage for
roughly 20,000 part-time workers.
They’ll have to shop for insurance in
Obamacare’s exchanges – which are
barely operational despite officially
opening for business October 1.

Part-timers at Trader Joe’s,
Wegmans, and Universal Orlando will
have to do the same.

They won’t be alone. A National
Business Group on Health survey found
that one-fifth of big companies think
their currently covered part-time work-
ers could end up in the exchanges next
year.

Obamacare is even taking away the
benefits of full-time workers – by en-
couraging their employers to cut their
hours and rechristen them as part-tim-
ers.

The law defines “full-time” as work-
ing 30 or more hours per week. So
many firms are carefully watching their
employees’ hours to ensure that they
don’t cross that threshold.

Clothing retailer Forever 21 revealed
in August that it would reduce hours
and change some full-timers to part-
timers. Seaworld now limits part-tim-
ers to 28 hours per week – rather than
32, as before.

A survey conducted by the nonprofit
International Foundation of Employee

Benefit Plans found that 15 percent of
employers subject to the mandate
planned to cut hours in order to reduce
the number of people they’d have to
cover.

Spouses also are learning firsthand
how Obamacare will destabilize their
families’ benefits.

In August, shipping giant UPS said
that it would drop coverage for about
15,000 spouses who have access to
benefits at their own jobs. The reason?
“Costs associated with the Affordable
Care Act,” the company said.

According to a Towers Watson sur-
vey, 12 percent of employers plan to
drop coverage for spouses next year,
up from 4 percent this year.

Retirees, too, will increasingly find
themselves pushed into Obamacare’s
exchanges. Consulting firm Aon Hewitt
found that nearly two-thirds of the
companies it surveyed plan to “review
their retiree health care strategy in light
of health care reform.”

To fight back against Obamacare-
fueled cost increases, many compa-
nies are turning to consumer-directed
health plans, which typically pair low-
premium, high-deductible policies with
tax-advantaged Health Savings Ac-
counts (HSAs).

These plans empower patients to
take control of their care. They can
save money tax-free in their HSAs and
use the proceeds for co-payments and
other out-of-pocket costs. The high-
deductible policy, meanwhile, protects
them in the event of a medical catastro-
phe.

And because patients actually own
their healthcare dollars, they have
strong incentives to spend wisely. That
dose of market discipline helps lower
overall health costs.

About one in five workers was en-
rolled in an HSA plan this year, ac-
cording to the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion, up from zero in 2005. HSAs are
now the second-most popular em-
ployer-provided plan. Aon Hewitt says
that they could become the leader
within three to five years.

Unfortunately, Obamacare attempts
to squash this consumer-directed ap-
proach by capping deductibles and re-
quiring all policies to cover a wide
array of expensive benefits. The law’s
supporters claim that its rules will en-
sure that patients get high-quality cov-
erage.

But as the turmoil in the employer-
sponsored insurance market demon-
strates, Obamacare may instead en-
sure that Americans get no coverage at
all.

Sally C. Pipes is president, CEO,
and Taube Fellow in Health Care Stud-
ies at the Pacific Research Institute.
Her latest book is The Cure for
Obamacare (Encounter 2013).

Letters to the Editor

Resident ‘Shocked’ by Recent
Behavior of WHS Principal

Recycling Christmas Card Paper,
Packaging Reduces Our Garbage

Obama Has Done Immense Damage
To The Institution of The Presidency

It’s that time once again for my an-
nual “Please Recycle All of Your Christ-
mas Paper And Packaging” letter. Re-
member, there is no reason for the
amount of garbage we residents put out
at the curb for pickup the day after
Christmas to be any more than usual. All
of the wrapping paper that we receive is
just that – paper – it all can and should be
recycled.

All of the cardboard toy and gift box
packaging is paper too. That should also
be recycled. So can Christmas cards and
envelopes. (The cards can even be re-
used for postcards!) If we were to take a
look at the plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not all) has the
recycling symbol and numbers inside it.
This too can and be should be recycled.
Remember, plastic comes from oil. Re-
cycle our plastic and maybe we can
reduce our oil use, dependency, cost and

carbon imprint! Now that Cranford and
Garwood recycle Styrofoam, you can
even put that packaging in with the recy-
cling! There is no reason for our Christ-
mas week garbage to increase in any
way.

In these days when we taxpayers con-
tinue to complain about high taxes, and
we pay for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to remem-
ber that the two thoughts go together. If
we reduce the amount of garbage we
generate, we pay less for it in our taxes.
We also become more environmentally
responsible and caring citizens. Let’s
see if we can all also increase our recy-
cling efforts after Christmas this year
too. Save a tree! Reduce air pollution!
Make it an annual habit! Merry Christ-
mas and Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I’m writing because I’m at once con-
cerned and shocked by Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick’s re-
cent behavior. Last week, I became
aware of his ‘performance’ Friday
evening, November 22, at a student
coffehouse performance.

I stumbled upon a YouTube video
showing him rambling incoherently for
nearly three quarters of an hour. In that
time, he bullied students, threatened to
terminate a teacher’s employment and
replace him with a student volunteer,
and leaped to chase another teacher.
After seeing the video, I tried to contact
the school only to find out that Mr.
Renwick has been absent since the
event.

Surely this behavior is not what the
people of Westfield expect from the
leader of their high school. I tried to
revisit the video before writing this
letter, but it has been removed by the
user. Are the public schools trying to
hide Mr. Renwick’s shameful and em-
barrassing behavior? I wonder if any
administrators pressured whoever re-
corded the video to remove it.

I do hope that Mr. Renwick recovers
from whatever caused this outburst, but
the board of education must also work
to protect our students from this man’s
bizarre and inappropriate behavior.

Walter Mersh
Westfield

President Obama repeatedly told
the American people that if they like
their health plan they can keep it. For
example, on June 28, 2012, in re-
marks about the Supreme Court rul-
ing on the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act, he said, “First, if
you’re one of the more than 250
million Americans who already have
health insurance, the law allows you
to keep your existing plan.”

But more than two years before
this statement the United States De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices on June 17, 2010 on page 34553
of the Federal Register, Vol. 75, Num-
ber 116, Thursday had given “Esti-
mates of the Cumulate Percentage of
Employer Plans Relinquishing Their
Grandfathered Status, 2011-2013.”
For the year 2013, the “low-end esti-
mate” for all employer plans is 39
percent, the “mid-range estimate” for
all employer plans is 51 percent, and
the “high-end Estimate” for all em-
ployer plans is 69 percent!

On “Impacts on the Individual
Market,” the Department stated, “One
study found that 17 percent of indi-
viduals maintained their policies for
more than two years, while another
found that nearly 30 percent main-
tained policies for more than three
years.”

“Using these turnover estimates, a
reasonable range for the percentage
of individual policies that would ter-
minate, and therefore relinquish their
grandfather status, is 40 percent to 67
percent. These estimates assume that
the policies that terminate are re-
placed by new individual policies,
and that these new policies are not,
by definition, grandfathered. In addi-
tion, the coverage that some indi-
viduals maintain for long periods
might lose its grandfather status be-
cause the cost-sharing parameters in
policies change by more than the
limits specified in these interim final
regulations.”

“The frequency of this outcome
cannot be gauged due to lack of data,
but as a result of it, the Departments
(Labor and Health and Human Ser-
vices) estimate that the percentage of
individual market policies losing
grandfather status in a given year
exceeds the 40 percent to 67 percent
range that is estimated based on the
fraction of individual policies that
turn over from one year to the next.”

 Yet The White House website as of
December 5, 2013 was still stating,

“If you like your plan you can keep it
and you don’t have to change a thing
due to the health care law.”

We expect the President of the
United States of America who is,
after all, the chief executive officer,
chief operator officer, and chief man-
ager of the Federal government, to
know the very rules and regulations
that his own administrative depart-
ments issue!

 How then can President Obama
continue to have said even long after
these statements in the Federal Reg-
ister that existing policies can be kept?
How can his advisors have not told
him that he was wrong?

 The argument cannot validly be
made, as David Axelrod the former
senior advisor to President Obama
said on the Joe Scarborough Show on
May 15, 2013, “Part of being Presi-
dent is there’s so much beneath you
that you can’t know because the gov-
ernment is so vast.” The Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act is
the signature legislation of President
Obama hands down. Thus, he had the
special obligation to know the ins
and outs of the Act and all of its
ramifications and permutations that
would affect hundreds of millions of
American and millions of business
large and small!

Nor can the argument validly be
made that the President had to say
what he said in order to win public
and Congressional support for the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act. Truth and political expedi-
ency do not often mix!

There is no ease or satisfaction in
stating that any President of the United
States of America lied or at least
misrepresented the truth. Rather, there
is sadness. We would like to think of
our Presidents as we think of Presi-
dent George Washington who said, “I
cannot tell a lie.”

 President Harry S. Truman, who
was known as a straight talker, re-
marked, “The only power I have as
President is the power of persuasion.”
The foundation of that power is that
a President can be trusted to tell the
truth and not misrepresent the facts.
And thus President Obama has done
immense damage to the institution of
the Presidency.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Free-Market Capitalism Shouldn’t
Be Confused With Crony Capitalism

Free-market Capitalism has helped a
great many people who have been poor
and down and out, move up the eco-
nomic ladder, move up in mobility and
has fostered the creative power and ge-
nius of individuals far better than other
economic system that has existed and
failed such as socialism, communism,
fascism and feudalism. Capitalism as a
system is not, nor it has ever been, a four
letter word as some people would have
us believe. However, what is an abomi-
nation to free-market capitalism, and free-
dom overall, is crony capitalism.

Crony Capitalism (Or State Capital-
ism as it is also called) entails govern-
ment enacting laws, rules, regulations,
tax monies and favoritism to one busi-
ness over another. For example, if a small
pharmaceutical company had founded a
medicine to cure cancer and went to the
Food and Drug Administration to get it
approved, a bigger company with vast
resources, money and lobbyists can in-
fluence am FDA bureaucrat or a politi-
cian to sit on the approval for years or
reject it entirely. Another example would
be when a regulation is enacted that

forces smaller companies into compli-
ance so that bigger companies do not
face head to head competition. Or, when
tax monies are given to companies be-
cause they are politically favored or to
keep these companies afloat so they do
not have face situations like bankruptcy
or reorganization when the market is not
to their liking.

Crony Capitalism, State Capitalism,
is the norm in countries such as Argen-
tina, Communist China, France, Italy
and, sadly, the U.S. If people should be
outraged and angry that anger should not
be directed at Capitalism, but at govern-
ments that choose winners and losers.
By showing no favoritism of one entity
over another, society, freedom, the
economy and free-markets can flourish.
It is only when Crony Capitalism occurs
that everything stays stagnant and stale.
When government practices economic
neutrality, equality of opportunity can
bloom, and that is what real capitalism is
all about.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

See More News at
www.goleader.com
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Master Gardeners Help Out
With Y’s Men’s Tree Sale

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club is holding its 60th An-
nual Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale
at the large lot at the corner of Elm
and Walnut Streets in Westfield, which
will continue through Monday, De-
cember 23. Hours for the sale are
Monday to Friday, 5 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Once again, the Y’s Men’s Club re-
ceived support this year from the Mas-
ter Gardeners of Union County, with
21 Master Gardeners helping to unload
a delivery of Frasier Fir trees to the lot
December 8. Together with volunteer
Y’s Men, the Master Gardeners carried
485 trees into the sale lot. This event
was organized for the seventh year by
Master Gardener T.J. Karns.

Ms. Karns, who chairs both the
Grants and Publicity Committees for
the Master Gardeners of Union
County, started this annual tree-un-
loading event in 2007 as a way to give
back to the Y’s Men for generous
grants. Headquartered at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield, the Mas-
ter Gardeners raise food to feed the

hungry in Union County.
Since their start-up in 1953, the Y’s

Men have given more than $2 million
to local youth groups and commu-
nity service groups, including the
Master Gardeners.

In addition to Fraser Firs, this
year’s sale features Douglas Firs
and Balsams. All trees are available
in various heights and densities,
along with wreaths, roping and user-
friendly tree stands for one-stop
shopping.

All trees are given a fresh cut to
take water. Branches are trimmed at
customer request, prior to drilling a
hole in the trunk for the tree stand.
The tree is then baled and loaded on
the customer’s vehicle.

To become a member or for more
information on the Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club Association, contact
Brian Duggan at (908) 232-6930 or
dugganb@ymail.com.

To become a Master Gardener, con-
tact Judi LaGanga, Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension, at (908) 654-9854, or
visit mastergardeners-uc.org/.

TREE TEAM...Members of Master Gardeners of Union County helped volunteer
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club members unload Frasier Firs for the club’s 60th Annual
Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale. The sale is taking place through Monday,
December 23, at the lot at the corner of Elm and Walnut Streets in Westfield.

Westfield Library Friends
Announce Kids’ Programs

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library has
announced its Children’s Saturday
Morning Programs for 2014 at the
library. Unless otherwise indicated,
all programs will be held from 10:30
to 11:15 a.m. on Saturdays. Children
must be the correct age for the pro-
gram they attend and be accompa-
nied by an adult. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

These programs are open to Full-
Service Westfield Library cardholders.
Registration is required for all chil-
dren and adults attending the pro-
gram. Library card numbers are re-
quired for online registration at
wmlnj.org.

January 11 — “Animal Friends and
Pot Belly Pig,” open to ages 3 and up.
Eyes of the Wild (eyeswild.com) gives
young children a first “look and touch”
experience with the world of animals.

January 18 — “Great Reptiles,”
open to ages 4 and up. Youngsters
will learn about and meet an alliga-
tor, lizard and python. For more de-
tails, visit snakes-n-scales.com.

January 25 — “Meet Eugene with
Yosi,” open to ages 3 and up. It will
include stories and a sing-along with
Yosi and Eugene, the puppet. For more
information, visit yosimusic.com.

February 1 — “Nappy’s Shadow
Puppets ‘Sing Along’,” open to ages
3 and up. Nappy’s Puppets will
present silly songs at this interactive
performance. For more information,
visit nappy’spuppets.com.

February 8 — “Native American
Story-telling” with Beverly Friend,
open to ages 3 and up. Preschoolers
will participate in traditional Ameri-
can tales.

Tuesday, February 18 — “Night Sky
Viewing,” 7 to 8 p.m., open to school-
age children and parents. Amateur As-
tronomers Inc. from the Sperry Obser-
vatory will talk about the night sky,

after which visitors will have a chance
to view the sky through telescopes. For
more information, visit asterism.com.

February 22 — “Dinoman,” open to
ages 5 and up. Bob Lisaius will intro-
duce the Mesozoic era with blown-up
dinosaurs, science and magic. For
more information, visit dinoman.org.

March 1 — “Live: Turtle Singer,”
open to ages 3 and up. This program
educates about turtles and entertains
with songs and live turtles. For more
information, visit turtlesinger.com.

March 8 — “Jennifer Slaw Jug-
gler,” an interactive show open to
children ages 3 and up. For more
information, visit jenniferslaw.com.

March 15 — Tuckertales “Sock
Monkey” Mysteries, open to ages 3
and up. For more information, visit
tuckertales.com.

LITTLE STARS...The First Congregational Church welcomes visitors to Christ-
mas Eve services, beginning with the children’s pageant at 5 p.m., on Tuesday,
December 24. This year’s original production is based on the book “Little Star.”
A traditional candlelight service will follow at 10 p.m. in the sanctuary, located
at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS...HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
We are an official drop off location for 

Pajama Program. Bring your new, unused 
pajamas and children’s books for a tax 

deduction AND 5% off the purchase of a new 
mattress for the month of December!

2-Sided Flippable Nirvana Latex

Mattresses you’ll FLIP OVER!
.com/ShovlinMattress ShovlinMattress.com

Celebrate Christmas

FAMILY EUCHARIST & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Tuesday, December 24th
at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Tuesday, December 24th
at 10:00 P.M.

Carol Sing at 9:45 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Parish Choir
Brass Quintet & Percussion

Works of Chapman, Mathias, Schubert & Nestor

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Wednesday, December 25th
at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, Rector

The Rev’d Nathan P. Ritter, Curate

Mr. Charles M. Banks, Director of Music & Organist

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10 or www.stpaulswestfield.org

 at St. Paul’s

First Congregational Lists
Schedule For Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas week at any
of five different services beginning
this Sunday, December 22, at 10
a.m. and continuing through Sun-
day, December 29, in the sanctuary
at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

On Tuesday, December 24, Christ-

mas Eve services will begin at 5 p.m.
with the annual children’s pageant.
This year’s original production, en-
titled “Little Star,” is based on the
book by Anthony DeStefano about a
lonely star that gets its chance to
shine on Christmas Eve when it rec-
ognizes something that the others
overlook. At 10 p.m., there will be a
traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on Wednesday, December
25, with a 10 a.m. worship service.
A family-style worship celebration
on Sunday, December 29, at 10 a.m.
will feature scripture readings and
an old-fashioned carol sing.

The First Congregational Church is
a member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible by a
wheelchair ramp and offers infrared
listening devices for the hearing-im-
paired. For more information, call (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Auto & Pedestrian Accidents

Terrill Road Baptist
Posts Christmas Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill
Road Baptist Church, located at 1340
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains, will
mark this joyous Christmas season
with special services. All are welcome.

Everyone is invited to attend Bible
Study at 9:30 a.m. this Sunday, De-
cember 22, with classes for all ages,
followed by a Christmas Service at
10:45 a.m. That service will include
music by the adult choir, Scripture
readings, youth solos and a special
Christmas message from Pastor Wil-
liam Page, entitled “Virgin-born for
Real,” based on Luke Chapter 1.

The annual Candlelight Christ-
mas Eve Service will take place at
Terrill Road Baptist Church at 7
p.m. on Tuesday, December 24, in-
cluding the singing of carols and
the reading of Scripture to celebrate
the birth of Jesus.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 322-7151.

Caregivers to Meet
Again In January

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will be held on
January 6, 2014. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.
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St. Paul’s Church Reveals
Services For Christmas

WESTFIELD — Trumpets, per-
cussion, organ and choir will usher
in Christmas at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church on Tuesday, December
24, at 10 p.m. Just prior to this
service, the parish choir, led by
Director of Music Charles M.
Banks, will sing favorite carols of
the season at 9:45 p.m.

All are welcome to join in this
festive celebration of music and
song, concluding with the Christ-
mas Eucharist. The Reverend An-
drew C. Hamersley, rector, will de-
liver the Christmas Message.

Earlier in the day, a Family Eu-
charist will feature the annual
Christmas pageant with youngsters
from the Sunday school program.
This popular service will begin at 4
p.m. with Christmas carols and the
traditional enactment of the Christ-
mas story. Both primary and junior
choirs will sing special music for
the season. Interested persons are
encouraged to come early since this
Eucharist is heavily attended.

Those seeking a quieter, more
reflective Christmas Eucharist may
wish to attend St. Paul’s 10 a.m.
Christmas Day service. The Rev-
erend Hamersley will lead this ser-
vice of Carols and Homily on
Wednesday, December 25.

The celebration of Christmas will
continue at St. Paul’s on consecutive
Sundays, December 29 and January
5, at 10 a.m. Both services will fea-
ture carols and readings appropriate

to the season of Christmas.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is

located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, across from the Westfield
Municipal Building. For more in-
formation, call (908) 232-8506, ex-
tension no. 10, or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

Oasis-Church-NJ to Hold
Christmas Eve Services

AREA — Oasis-Church-NJ.com
will host its first-ever Christmas Eve
church service in its second location
at the Regal Hadley Cinema, located
at 1000 Corporate Court in South
Plainfield. Christmas Eve services
will be held at 5 and 7 p.m. Attend-
ees will have an opportunity to hear
Oasis’ band play Christmas carols
and a warm message about the true
meaning of Christmas, which cel-
ebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.

In between services, from 6 to 6:50
p.m., those attending one of the
planned Christmas Eve worship ser-
vices also will get to enjoy hot apple
cider, Christmas cookies and a chance
for their children to have their picture
taken with Santa.

“Since we already choose to hold
regular church 10 a.m. Sunday ser-
vices at the Regal Hadley Cinema, it
was natural for us to want to celebrate

Christmas Eve services there as well,”
said Oasis Lead Pastor David Butler.

Oasis is a three-year-old, non-de-
nominational New Jersey church with
a first site located at Snuffy’s Pantagis
Renaissance in Scotch Plains. The
church utilizes the wedding ballrooms
for its Sunday 11 a.m. services there.
Oasis’ blogs have attracted more than
120,000 monthly visits at times.

“Oasis meets in ‘un-churchy’ loca-
tions like a movie theater for the simple
reason that we want to reach people
where they eat and live, and in the
process remove all possible barriers
between them and God,” stated Pastor
Butler. “At Oasis, people will experi-
ence great programs for their chil-
dren, a worshipful band that likes to
rock out, relevant messages from the
Bible and an opportunity to connect
with new friends.” For more informa-
tion, call (732) 406-7821.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Plans Special Services
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of Martine and La Grande
Avenues, has planned special ser-
vices to celebrate Christmas.

A Dramatic Lessons and Carols
service will take place this Sun-
day, December 22, as the pre-birth
narratives of Jesus and John the
Baptist are read. This will be done
at both the 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.
services in the Sanctuary.

There will be two services on
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Decem-
ber 24. At 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary,
the Christmas Story will be pre-
sented and favorite Christmas car-
ols will be sung. At 8:30 p.m.,
special music will be the prelude
for the Candlelight Communion
Service beginning at 9 p.m.

All are welcome to join the congre-
gation at all or any of the services. For
more information, call the church of-
fice at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org, or check the
church website at fanwoodpc.org.

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM E. CASHMAN
(She is the former Miss Alicia E. Skorupinski)

Miss Alicia E. Skorupinski
Weds William E. Cashman

Miss Alicia E. Skorupinski, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alan
Richardson of Silver Spring, Md.,
was married on Saturday, August
10, to William E. Cashman. He is the
son of former Westfield residents
Kathy and Michael Cashman, who
currently reside in Bedford, Mass.

The afternoon ceremony took
place at St. Mary’s Church in An-
napolis, Md. with the Reverend An-
drew Costello officiating. The re-
ception followed at the Westin Hotel
in Annapolis.

Mrs. Pamela Munoz of Morehead
City, N.C. was the Matron of Honor
for her niece. The bridal attendants
included friends and family. All wore
blush dresses.

Miss Ava Lydotes and Miss Isabella
Lydotes, nieces of the bridegroom,
were the flower girls.

Luca Munoz, cousin of the bride,
and Sam and Jack Cashman, neph-
ews of the bridegroom, were the ring
bearers.

Mr. Peter Edling of Portland, Ore.,
formerly of Westfield, was the best
man. Serving as groomsmen were
friends and family.

Mr. Edward Smith of Boston, a

former Westfield resident, and Mr.
Roldan Munoz of Morehead City,
N.C., uncle of the bride, did scrip-
ture readings.

A 2003 graduate of Silver Spring
High School, the bride earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in Psychology from the
University of North Carolina-
Wilmington, a Masters in Mental
Health at Boston University and cur-
rently is in her second year at Regis
College, Weston, Mass., earning her
Bachelor of Science as a Nurse and
Master of Arts as a Nurse Practitioner.

The bridegroom, a 2000 graduate
of Westfield High School, earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness from Miami University, Ox-
ford, Ohio in 2004. He obtained a
Masters in sports management from
the University of New Haven in 2010.
He is employed by the TJX Corpo-
ration in their corporate headquar-
ters in Framingham, Mass.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner before
the wedding at the Chart House and
later a reception for guests at the
Westin Hotel in Annapolis. Follow-
ing a wedding trip to Hawaii, the
couple resides in Watertown, Mass.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

ANGELIC FACES...A Family Eucharist featuring the annual Christmas pag-
eant with youngsters from the Sunday school program will take place at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church on Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24, beginning at 4 p.m.
St. Paul’s Church is located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield. Pictured is a
previous Christmas pageant at the church.

Weichert, Cervantes
To Help Toys For Tots
CRANFORD — The Union office

of Weichert, Realtors and Cervantes
of Spain in Cranford have decided to
join forces to help those who are less
fortunate through Toys for Tots. Any-
one who comes to Cervantes tomor-
row, Friday, December 20, with an
unwrapped new toy will receive a
complimentary glass of wine.

“I am so happy to help out this
great cause,” said Hector Alvarez,
owner of Cervantes. “I know how
important it is; that is why I was so
pleased when Jennifer Love, man-
ager of the Weichert Union office,
approached me with this idea.”

Cervantes is located at 24 North
Avenue, East, next to the train sta-
tion. It is open from noon to 11 p.m.

Calvary Lutheran Schedules
Services For Christmas

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, invites
the community to celebrate the joy
of Christmas at services designed
for all ages on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. The Reverend Dr.
Carol A. Lindsay, Calvary’s pastor,
will preside and preach at all services.
Music will be under the leadership of
Jeanne Elmuccio, organist and choir
director.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be available on Tues-
day, December 24, starting with a
young children’s Christmas Eve Ser-
vice at 5 p.m. This service will in-
clude simple carols and the telling of
the Christmas story.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of Holy
Communion will feature the children
and youth of the congregation in a
dramatic presentation of the Christ-
mas story as recorded in the Gospel
of Luke. Seasonal music at this ser-
vice will be accompanied by organ,
piano, trumpet, violin and bassoon.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will feature sea-
sonal anthems and carols by the Cal-
vary Choir and the Hand Bell Choir,
accompanied by organ, trumpet, flute
and bassoon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will be
celebrated on Wednesday, Christmas
Day, December 25, at 10:30 a.m.

On the Sunday following Christmas,

December 29, at 10:30 a.m., Calvary
will offer a Service of Lessons and
Carols with Holy Communion. There
also will be a single worship service at
10:30 a.m. on Sunday, January 5.

The church will return to its regu-
lar Sunday worship schedule of 8:30
a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services on Janu-
ary 12.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a mem-
ber congregation of the New Jersey
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, serving the
Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 85 years.
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By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service

Give the Gift of Yourself:
Is Greatest Present of All

Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas!
Happy Hanukkah, Winter Solstice,
Kwanzaa! Whatever the holiday,
they’re here! We share our time with
family and friends. Enjoying the
feasts prepared with love, giving us
permission to overindulge. We plan,
we primp, we prepare to exhaustion.

We scurry to make or buy just the
right gift, shop for the perfect holiday
attire; maybe even get a haircut or
new style for this very festive time.

Stop! Slow down…take time to
smell the eggnog. What are we re-
ally celebrating…what are we do-
ing? Perhaps it’s time to take a good
hard look at this and consider, what
is this season really about? Why
have so many of us fallen prey to
the madness of the holiday season?

We may start each year with good
intentions: to help others, donate
food, toys or money. Attend more
church services, help at a hospital
or soup kitchen…But what do we
really focus on, ultimately?

If your answer is not giving you a

warm and fuzzy feeling, consider
trying something different. Take the
time this season to give of yourself
and receive the greatest gift of all in
return…the gift of giving of your-
self is priceless, and the feeling is
intoxicating.

Christmas is doing a little something
extra for someone. (Charles M. Schulz).

We know there are those struggling
with illnesses, severe financial stres-
sors and some who may have lost their
homes. Still others who have lost loved
ones, are disabled, homeless, and it’s
still a difficult time for them. An hour
at the local shelter, food bank or school
may have a life-changing impact on
you and someone else.

So give the gift that always fits
and has the best return policy…

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist at Youth and Family Counseling
Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J., (908) 233-2042;
Website: yfcsnj.org.

A TREE OF WORDS...This “Season’s
Readings” tree greets visitors at the
entrance to the Garwood Public Li-
brary during the holiday season. Cre-
ated by Library Assistant Kelly Green
and Page Joshua Law, the tree will be
on display until the second week in
January.

Optimist, Rotary Sponsor
Holiday Food Baskets

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Optimist Club of Westfield and the
Rotary Club of Westfield again dem-
onstrated their commitment to com-
munity service by providing a record

number of holiday food baskets to
100 Westfield families and individu-
als in need.

For the past 23 years, this has been
an annual community service project
for the Optimist Club of Westfield.
Funding for this program comes from
the Optimist Club, the Rotary Club of
Westfield, anonymous donors and in-
dividual Optimists and Rotarians who
sponsor baskets. This year, the Puslinch
Optimist Club in Guelph, Ontario,
Canada contacted the Westfield Opti-
mist Club and also contributed finan-
cial support for the project.

The Holiday Food Basket program
is made possible through the gener-
osity of both organizations in provid-
ing funding for this endeavor, per-
sonal financial contributions from
members and friends, support from
Kings Super Market in assembling
food boxes, and donations of candy
from Brummer’s Chocolates in
Westfield and cookies from Delicious
Orchards in Colts Neck.

Fifty volunteers from both organi-
zations contributed their time and
involvement to make the project a
success.

For information about the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist and for in-
formation about the Rotary Club of
Westfield, go to westfieldrotary.com.

Scotch Plains Campus
January 15, 2014

9:30 a.m.
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
January 9, 2014

9:30 a.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses

Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade

Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Fellowship Senior Living

Serving you in your Home or
in our Retirement Community

Providing Independent Living Choices 
and Healthcare Services for Assisted Living, 

Dementia Care, Nursing Home, Rehabilitation, 
Physical Therapy and Home Care

    Fellowship
   Senior Living

A member of the 

United Church of Christ

Celebrate Christmas with First Congregational Church!

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!

4th Sunday in Advent

Christmas Eve

Christmas Morning

Family Worship & Carol Sing

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus

   Calvary Lutheran Church
108 Eastman St, Cranford

(908) 276-2418

  Christmas Eve
5 p.m.    Children’s Service

7 p.m.    Family Service of Holy Communion

10 p.m.  Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

     Christmas Day
10:30 a.m.  Festival Service of Holy Communion

The Bright Star of Bethlehem

     Dec. 29 & Jan. 5
10:30 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion

The Rev. Dr. Carol A. Lindsay,

Pastor

Westfield Area ‘Y’ to Be
Open on New Year’s Day

WESTFIELD — To help area
residents start their 2014 healthy
living resolution, the Westfield
Area “Y” will be open on New
Year’s Day, Wednesday, January
1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The “Y”
is located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

The first 500 members and guests
will receive a free gift. It is a free
guest day, so friends are welcome.
Free TRX classes will be offered at
noon and 1 p.m. Each session will
be limited to 12 participants. Those
who are interested in personal
training and who sign up on Janu-
ary 1, 2014 will receive 25 percent
off any personal training session
package. There is a limit of one per

person. The session will expire on
Monday, March 31, 2014.

For those who are interested in
joining the “Y” and beginning their
New Year’s resolution, there is a
“Healthy New Year Membership
Special” that will run until Satur-
day, January 5. New members will
have the Joiner’s Fee waived, up to
a $150 savings, plus receive a $50
“Y” gift card for any new full-
facility membership and free sup-
port to set participants on the right
wellness path, such as small-group,
personalized and individual pro-
grams.

For more information, visit
westfieldynj.org or call (908) 233-
2700.

THE WORLD OF TRAINS...Five-year-old Alex Perialis has a Thomas the Train
exhibit being displayed at the Westfield Memorial Library through Tuesday,
December 31. Alex has been collecting his trains since age 2. The display of over
200 trains includes the original wooden trains, metal and battery-operated
locomotives. A portion of his collection had belonged to his cousin, Michael
Frangella of Linden, who passed them on to Alex. The exhibit can be viewed
anytime during library hours.

ACHIEVING CHRISTMAS CHEER...More than 100 kids and adults attended
the Westfield Area “Y”’s Lunch with Santa event, which was held December 8 at
the Main “Y” Facility in Westfield. Families enjoyed pizza and sandwiches while
listening to Christmas music and visiting with Santa. “Y” Teen Leaders and
Achievers volunteered and helped make it a special day for all who attended.
Pictured are “Y” Leaders and Achievers with Santa.
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1 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 

908-233-9570 

www.wesleyhall.org 

Patty Fowler, Director 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

2 ½ years old through Kindergarten 

Lunch Bunch, Playcare, Enrichment Classes, 

and Summer Camp 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN  

Call Monday-Friday  

Between 9:00-2:00 

 for Information and Tour Dates 
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Honor Roll
Sixth Grade

Distinguished Honor Roll
Katina Ackerman, Gabrielle Aloe,

Taylor Anthony, Michael Besante,
Julianna Blanco, Jaedan
Blechinger-Slocum, Nicole Brozak,
Francis Gabriel Buison, Lea Cerini,
Alexa Chan, Katherine Chouinard,
Ryan Ciarrocca, Julie Ciccarino,
Garrett Clausen, Sabrina Cruz,
Nicole DeFrancesco, Robert
Dencker, Julianna Domiciano,
Christopher Downey, Colin Dwyer,
Jessica Eggert, Sean Fanning,
Isabella Fiore, Michaela Genty,
Abigail Germinder, Thomas
Glastal, Jada Gomillion, Emily
Granville, Christina Gubernat, Akhil
Gundra, Himanee Hendre, Christos
Ioannidis, Ethan Jeon, Nicole Kenny,
Nicholas LaFerrera, Ryan Lamberta,
Hannah Lancaster, Elizabeth Ley,
Joseph Li, Antonio Lomonte, Joy
Lytch, Aleezah Madraswalla, Raion
Magallanes, Caden Mari, Kyle
Marquardt, Sandeep Mukherjee, John
O’Connor, Alyssa Pankiewitz,
Katelyn Perez, Philleshia Pershay-
Spearman, Erin Polak, Grace
Ponterio, Gabriella Ramos, Sarah
Rata, Aryan Ravishankar, Isabella
Richardson, Kyle Rigney, Patrick
Ritter, William Robertson, Cassie
Robinson, Sean Rogers, Melissa
Rosahl, Alexia Ross, Frederick
Saunders, Linda Schoenauer, Ishita
Sharma, Oliver Sherry, Matthew
Skolar, Carly Spellman, Skylar
Stagaard, Giana Stepan, Maya
Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri, Madison
Toll, Ethan Tsvayberg, Kayla Webb,
Kaylah Webb, Grace White, Kaelah
Wiggins, Samantha Yip, Maia
Zaborowski, Olivia Zambrio

Honor Roll
Sandra Abdelmalak, Nicholas

Alber, Ryan Allen, Kaitlyn Amato,
Eden Austin, Lauren Azzarello,
Nicholas Belford, Jacob Bottomly,
Laila Boyd, Alexandra Boylan, Mark
Briel, Morgan Brown, Charles Bunin,
Lucas Carinhas, Catherine Carter,
Summer Carver, Sofia Casimiro, Ian
Celardo, Jordan Clement, Michael
Couso, Max Craven, Mia Craven,
Devon Danielovich, Matthew
Delgado, Juliana Denning, Mfadison
Diamond, Michael DiFrancesco,
Gabriel Donatelli, Kayleigh Downey,
Matthew Dreyfus, Joseph Elkin,

Park Middle School, Scotch Plains — First Marking Period
Daniel Emiliani, Alex Forman,
Nicholas Giamella, Isabelle Gilles,
Kayla Giuffi, Kyle Goldfarb, Emily
Grill, Aidan Guma, Jake Hahn,
Samantha Hall, Sarah Hall, Savan-
nah Hall, Emma-Ruth Hastrup, Aidan
Hickey, Olivia Hobbs, Sarah Horn,
Patrick Howard, Kyle Isolda, Brigit
Jacob, Nicholas Januszanis, Emelyne
Johns, Malcolm Kahora, Aleesha
Kearney, Gabrielle Khan, Lauren
Kieltyka, Miriam Kother, Ashleigh
Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster, Erin
Lay, Charles Levine, Neena
Lomuscio, Ryan Lusk, Valeria
Macchini, Alexandra Machinski,
Aidan Maloney, James Maloney,
Christopher McCardle, Robert
Mebes, Owen Murphy, Shane
Murphy, Tejas Nimkar, Kayla Nitti,
Kelly Nitti, Cassidy Novello, Emma
O’Brien, Amanda Palhares, Tatiana
Perea, Christina Pham, Esteban
Quinones, Christian Ramalho,
Camden Ricci, Dana Ricketts, Felipe
Rodrigues, Olivia Rodriguez, Lucas
Route, Noah Samms, Carolina
Samuelian, Samantha Samuelian,
Julianna Scarcella, Laura Schmidt,
David Schulman, Alanah Scott, Aaron
Seidenberg, Megan Sheehy, Gabrielle
Stratton, Michael Urbano, Shayla
Vaz, Sean Vlkovic, Devon Warbeck,
Ryan Ward, Jayson Williams-
Johnson, Chloe Yang, Keri Yang, Julia
Yu, Zachary Zaller

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Persis Baah, Josiah Baik, Lauren
Barth, Laura Brady, Thomas Brown,
Freya Buison, Kara Bush, Michelle
Cagnassola, Matthew Carrascoso,
Mia Cimino, Sarah Citarella, Joshua
Cohen, Saniya Dalvi, Stefanie
DeVizio, Ashley Diamond, Gabrielle
Dickstein, Annabelle Dionisio, Jes-
sica Edelman, Hope Edwards, Jaylen
Evans, Bryan Fang, Nicole Ferguson,
Alexandra Fischmann, Benjamin
Fleischer, Jessica Friebely, Madison
Gal, Alexa Garrett, Elizabeth

Goldstein, Vadim Gorbaty, Vanessa
Handy, Payton Howell, Aayush Jha,
Eshita Kar, Katherine Koch,
Alexandra Lahetta, Kaitlyn
Lamendola, Ricardo Lopez, Ryan
Metzger, Rae Mikula, Massimo
Modica, Jake Murphy, Courtney
Norteman, Patrick O’Brien, Conor
Peterson, Cassandra Pomponio, Wil-
liam Ricci, Eleanor Richard, Colleen
Robinson, Kara Schramm, Erin
Schwerdtfeger, Alan Shao, Kevin
Sheil, Gustavs Teteris, Veronica
Vergara, Steven Verrastro, Dakota
Verrico, Justin Walsh, Nicholas
Watterson, Charles Widder, Lucy
Zhang

Honor Roll
Ryan Ackerman, Amanda Ball,

Paolo Antonio Bayotas, Haley Birch,
Jason Bisgay, Christian Blanco, Jamie
Ann Bonaccorso, Jeffrey Brenner,
William Burns, Kyle Burton, Kevin
Calabria, Gianna Calligy, Benjamin
Camacho, Gianna Cassara, Christo-
pher Catuogno, James Cerini, Nicole
Cevallos, Alan Chen, Madison
Coleman, Michelle Colman, Sarah
Cooney, Patrick Cuccurullo, Jessica
DeBellis, Anna Decker, Angelo
DiNizo, Nicholas Dionisio, Meghan
Duthie, Angelea Elenis, Zachary
Evangelista, Casey Ferguson, Alex
Ferrara, Michael Ferrara, William
Gale, Theodore Giandana, Samuel
Goetz, Sarah Gorman, Brandon
Green, Olivia Hausle, Christopher
Hedden, Jake Hogan, Erin Hopkins,
Shoshana Isaacs, John Jacobsen,
Ryan Johnson, John Kaminskas,
Dimitrios Kastanos, John Kayser,
David Kloepfer, Jonathon Koseoglu,
Maggie Leahy, Ava Leichtling, Julia
Lomonte, Hannah Lyman, Casandra
Martoccia, Dorian Mayo, Anton
Mayorenko, Graham McAlindin,
Shannon McCreesh, Daniel
McDonald, Kaylee Moniz, Spencer
Moran, Chloe Nelson, Colin O’Brien,
Victoria O’Connor, Stephen Oduro,
Julia Pankiewitz, Breanna Patino,

Griffin Pawelec, Shannon Persaud,
Carter Pomponio, Matthew Provini,
Jack Quinones, Maryam Ramjohn,
Kayla Reisberg, Daniel Resnicoff,
Kira Richardson, Rachel Rowen,
Sadie Salgado, Gerardo Salgado-
Rengifo, Emille Sanchez, Thomas
Scarcella, Jacob Schulman, Maya
Schwartzman, Katelyn Scobee,
Audrey Smith, Noah Sokolsky, Olivia
Speranza, Saniya Sripada, Jacqueline
Stovall, Garrett Swaak, Paul Szanto,
Kyle Tannenbaum, Douglas Tibbals,
Rock Valian, Joshua Venick, Maria
Villeda, Scott Webster, Mekayla
White, William White, Jovi Williams,
Elena Wollman, Abigail Yarbenet

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Olivia Abdy, Olivia Barcia, Pauline
Wanda Bayotas, Josephine Catuogno,
Kristyn Cerini, Daniella Cohen, Ethan
Cohen, Shefali Dahiya, Lauren
Daniele, Nina Daniele, Jordann De
Vore, Riya Desai, Gauri Deshpande,
Victoria Domiciano, Patrick Gannon,
Amelia Graham, Rachel Graham,
Ariana Horgan, Lily Hsiao, Isabella
Hurtado, Aubrey Johnson, Andrew
Kriney, Hayley Kumpf, Jennifer Lam-
bert, Rhiannon Leonardo, Brianna
Linder, Paige McMorrow, Mariya
Mishura, Stanley Mo, Sierra
Moorman, Danielle Mrozek, Kaitlyn
Mrozek, McKenzie Pagano, Anna
Piekutowski, Vaishnavi Ramanan,
Erin Rogers, Sophia Rosahl, Aaryn
Ross, Patrick Seeney, Samantha
Sprechman, Mikaela Tajo, Lauren
Trentacoste, Julia Verardi, Sydney
Vonoehsen

Honor Roll
Jordan Alves, Nicole Anclien,

Serena Annucci, Gabriella Azanedo,
Ashley Becker, Kylie Beirne, John

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce Law

Accredited Family Law Mediator

201 South Avenue

Westfield

654-8885

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services
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M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
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Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Brady, Isabel Brett, Amber Bretz,
Bailey Brown, Thomas Bruckman,
Zoe Cardenas, Declan Cassidy,
Brendan Cheney, Stephanie
Colinders, Catherine Crane, Chris-
tian Culp, Nirmit Damania, Maria
Del Sordi, Gavyn Desrosiers, Victor
DeVizio, Angela Di Giacomo,
Sabrina DiLollo, Anthony DiNizo,
Antonio DiPaolo, Olivia Dobies,
Zheng Dong, Thomas Drubulis, Julia
Dunlap, Sydney Evans, Robert Fisher,
Clara Ford, Jake Friedman, Alanna
Gaona, Michael Gross, Elissa
Grybowski, Anna Gumpel, James
Hahn, Meghan Hansen, Morgan
Harms, Trinity Hart, Jack Hausle,
Cooper Heisey, Caitlyn Hesson,
Allison Hochman, Alexander Joshua,
Namrata Kanumuri, Quinn Kekelis,
Liam Kinney, Alex Lipshitz, Amanda
Logie, Andrew Lomuscio, Roberto
Lugo, Alexander Lynch, Jack Lynch,
Jacob Malik, Alexander Manfra,
Olivia Mawby, Carolyn McArdle,
Sarah McEvoy, Amanda McGrath,
Kerri McNeely, Anthony Miguelino,
Alyssa Mongiovi, Brianna O’Brien,
Andrew Parvin, Nicholas Pelosi,
Jacob Perone, Taryn Phillips, Kiley
Porter, Delphine Prophete, Brogan
Quigley, Steven Rhein, Jake Rigney,
Ramon Rodriguez, David Rosen,
Nicholas Route, Gabriella Scannell,
Aaron Schack, Kathryn Schauer,
Samuel Schetelich, Alyssa Scheu,
Stephanie Schramm, Daniel Segal,
Ardita Sinanovic, Brianne Sorge,
Ryan Sta Rosa, Victoria Stepien,
Gianna Strzalkowski, Sydney
Tannenbaum, Erica Tellado,
Alexandra Testa, Anne Thevenin,
Maxwell Toll, Dylan Weinstock,
Emilia Widhiatmodgo, Ethan
Wollman, Tristan Yang, Elyte Zikas.

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Announces Honor Roll

 The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, an-
nounced the following area students
qualified for the Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction (average of 93 or above) and
Honor Roll (average of 87 or above) for
the first trimester of the 2012-2013
school year.

Honor Roll with Distinction: seniors
Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains, Chase
Levitt of Scotch Plains and Emily
Wexler of Scotch Plains; juniors John
Anderson-Schmitt of Scotch Plains and
Rida Aziz of Scotch Plains; sopho-
mores Anisa Ahmed of Scotch Plains,
Akash Dalal of Scotch Plains, Claude
Djan of Scotch Plains and Max Needle
of Scotch Plains; and freshman Carlin
Schildge of Westfield.

Honor Roll: seniors Ayan Ahmed of
Scotch Plains, Michael Anastasiou of
Scotch Plains, Andrew Dumont of
Westfield, Caroline McNamara of
Westfield and George Minnium of
Scotch Plains; juniors Matthew Handzy
of Westfield, Julia Linger of Cranford,
Jack Schildge of Westfield and Josh
Schlisserman of Scotch Plains; sopho-
mores Cecily D’Amore of Scotch
Plains, Claire Greaney of Scotch Plains,
Charlotte Sweeney of Cranford and
Rachel Voeltzel of Scotch Plains; and
freshmen Samantha Anastasiou of
Scotch Plains, Andrew Park of Westfield
and Jake Payami of Scotch Plains.

Honor Roll with Distinction: eighth
grader Kevin Brennan of Westfield;
seventh graders Sarah Hoffman of
Cranford, Kelly Lawrence of Scotch
Plains and Briella Payami of Scotch
Plains; and sixth graders Jane Ander-
son-Schmitt of Scotch Plains, Ryan
Brace of Scotch Plains, Robert Brandl
of Fanwood, Logan D’Amore and
Judith Minnium of Scotch Plains.

Honor Roll: eighth grader Eduardo
Martinez of Scotch Plains; seventh grad-
ers Lillian Helander of Fanwood and
Edward Zhang of Scotch Plains; and
sixth grader Katrin Schildge of
Westfield.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

Gavin Murray (145) Cranford CougarsNick Tekula (126) Linden Tigers Matt Barber (138) Westfield Blue DevilsJoey Balboni (170) Brearley Bears Phil Woods (170) Roselle Park Panthers

Roselle Park Panthers Union County Wrestling Team to Beat
The Roselle Park Panthers, last

year’s Union County Tournament
champs, appear to be easily on the
“Top Shelf” of the county again this
year with a full team of talented ath-
letes. Cranford, Westfield, Brearley
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood appear
to be in the mix for the second rung on
the UCT ladder.

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils return five Region

3 qualifiers and
have a small but
talented squad.
“We have a big
core of kids who
were together
throughout the
off-season and
are ready to go,”
Head Coach

Glen Kurz said.
Nick Kalimtzis (jr. — 120): Dis-

trict champ at 106, fourth in UCT,
finished 21-10

John Fuller
(jr — 113):
Fourth in district
at 113, finished
19-11

Matt Barber
(sr – 138/45):
Third in UCT,
second in dis-
trict, fourth in
Region 3 at 132,

finished 27-9
Nick Velez (sr – 138/45): District

champ at 138, third in UCT, finished
28-4

Vinnie DiFilippo (so — 145/52):
Competed in four different weight
classes last year, finishing 14-7.

Jerek Gozdieski (so — 160): Had
strong off-season

Kevin Frega (so — 195): Raw but
strong at the beginning of the season.
Improved in leaps and bounds by
tournament time and qualified for
Region 3.

Roselle Park:
The Panthers won the Union

County Tournament last year and
come back
loaded with tal-
ent in nearly ev-
ery weight class.

Entering his
13th season,
Coach John
Ranieri said,
“We do have
very good num-

bers. We had a tremendous off-sea-
son. Phil Woods
happened to cap-
ture a Junior All-
American title,
placing sixth in
the country. We
are showing a lot
of depth, good
balance and we
are happy people
are starting to progress really well.”

Phil Woods (sr. – 170): Second in
UCT, first in district, third in region at
170, finished 39-8.

Brian Matthews (sr — 152): UCT
& district champ, finished 29-3.

Pete Hilburn
(sr — 145): UCT
& district champ,
fourth in region,
finished 18-5

Steve Loevsky
(sr – 160): Fifth
in UCT, first in
district, finished
28-11.

Bobby Vail (sr — 132): Third in
district, finished 24-13

Joe Fulinello (sr — 138): Third in
district, finished 23-8

Hugo Parraga (sr – 113): First
UCT at 106.

Allen Nunez (sr – 182): District
champ, finished 24-14

Marc Signorello (sr – 195)
Brearley:

Head Coach Scot Weaver is return-
ing three state qualifiers with Joey
Balboni (170), Nick DeMarco (at 106
in 2012) and Jeff Velez (182), along
with experienced wrestlers Saverio
Salfcas (220), Tim Murphy (126) and
Eoghan Savona (145). Mike Tancs
(182) is back in the lineup and forti-
fication will come with newcomers
Ray Wetzel (106), Liam Savona and
Emanual Monteto (113). Charlie
Buckley and Gil Mejia (132) and
Jesse Goncalvo (138).

Joe Balboni (sr – 170): First UCT,
district and re-
gion, third in
NJSIAA at 170,
finished 39-3.

Tim Murphy
(so — 126):
Third in UCT,
second district at
126, finished 15-
13

Nick DeMarco (sr – 120): First
UCT, second in district, finished 24-
5.

Jeff Velez (jr – 195): Second UCT,
first district, second in region, fin-
ished 23-11.

Cranford:
The Cougars graduated a very ex-

perienced lineup, especially in the
upper weight classes but replaced
them with fine athletes from the foot-

ball team. Their strength should be in
the middle, but several strong fresh-
men will solidify the lower weights.

“I think we are going to have a
pretty nice balance,” Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Gavin Murray (jr – 145): Second
in UCT, first in district, third in region
finished 35-8. Was 29-8 his freshman
year.

Cory Birch (sr – 152/60): Third in
district at 152, finished 24-14.

Niko Cappello (so — 152/60):
Cappello burst onto the scene, placed
third in UCT, first in district, finished
26-10

Andrew Tompkins (so — 138/
45): Third in dis-
trict at 126, fin-
ished 17-14

Jon ElKhoury
(sr — hwt):
E l K h o u r y
proved that he
was a viable
heavyweight last
year, finished 25-
8.

Freshmen: Anthony Capece, Chris
Scorese, Tom DiGiavanni and Brian

McGovern
Scotch Plains-Fanwood:

The Raiders jacked up their sched-
ule, placed second in District 11 and
finished 17-8 last year.

“The nucleus
of our team will
be that junior
class with JT
B e i r n e ,
Cunningham,
Alex Mirabella
and Brian
Lapham and our
seniors, Matt

Ridge, Dan Van Brunt and Dom
Natale,” Coach TJ Gavor said.

Matt Ridge (sr — 182/95): Sec-
ond in district at 170, finished 24-12

Alex Mirabella (jr — 170/82):
Finished 20-13

Brian Lapham (jr – 145/52): Sec-
ond in district at 138, finished 27-11.

Tom Cunningham (jr – 132): Sec-
ond in district, finished 21-15

JT Beirne (jr – 126): Third in
district, finished 25-11.

Dan Van Brunt (sr — 195): Saved
his best till the end, placed third in
district at 195 and fourth in region.

Dom Natale (sr – 145/52): In-
jured end of season.

Keep eye on Jashmar Philippe (so
— 106/13)

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders have 18 wrestlers in

the room with three seniors, from last
year’s 14-win season. The Crusaders
compete in the very tough District 12
that features powerhouse South
Plainfield.

“We are look-
ing for indi-
vidual champs in
counties and dis-
tricts again and,
hopefully, get a
state qualifier.
It’s getting out of
our district and,
hopefully, getting a break with a good
seed in the regions,” Head Coach
Mike Seiter said, formally the JP
Stevens head coach.

John Coler (sr — 145/52): First in
UCT, third in district, finished 27-6

Steve Paterno (sr — 170): Sec-
ond in district, finished 24-9.

Kyle Gregorio (so — 120): Third

Brian Lapham (145/152) SPF Raiders

Jerek Gozdieski (160)
Westfield Blue Devils

John Fuller (113)
Westfield Blue Devils

Steve Loevsky (160)
R. Park Panthers

Pete Hilburn (145)
R. Park Panthers

Matt Ridge (182/95)
SPF Raiders

JT Beirne (126)
SPF Raiders

Cory Birch (152/60)
Cranford Cougars

Joe Fulinello (138)
R. Park Panthers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Steve Paterno (170)
ALJ Crusaders

*** Have a Very ***
Merry Christmas!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

MALONEY, FRIEDMAN SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Have More
Speed, Depth in Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL VARSITY GIRLS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Morgan Maloney, Caroline Kacmarsky, Megan
Mondon and Carly Friedman; back row, Jackie Knapp, Lillian Scott, Olivia Luzzi, Rachel Mattessich and Amalia Montes.
Missing from photo, Sophie Koglin and Jamie Miller.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Similarities between this year’s
Westfield High School (WHS) girls
basketball team and the 2005-2008
Blue Devils squad remain, and if all
stands true, this year’s squad could
be eying a 20-win season and a run at
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
title.

Two years ago, three freshmen
starters led the team to a 10-16 record,
and in 2005, three freshmen starters

led the team to a 9-13 record. Last
year, three sophomores led the team
to a 15-11 record and the 2006 squad,
with three sophomore starters, fin-
ished 14-10.

In 2007, the Blue Devils finished
19-9 and nearly won the UCT title,
losing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
overtime. But in 2008, the Lady Blue
Devils finished 17-7 and won the
UCT crown.

“It’s kind of the same if you want to
compare the two teams, but this team
gives us a little bit more where we
have more depth coming off the
bench. Overall as the team in the past,

we are as feisty as the were. We have
a little more speed and we have three
or four good shooters on the floor at
one time,” Joe Marino, in his 14th
year as Blue Devil Head Coach, said.

Junior guards Lillian Scott and
Jackie Knapp are well on their way to
being among the school’s leading
scorers and “Chief Thieves”. Scott’s
two-year scoring total stands at 681
points (projection of 1,362 by the
end of her senior season) and her
steals total is at 114 (228 four-year
projection).

Last year, Knapp led the team withProbitas Verus Honos
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It’s way too early to tell – opening
night is tomorrow against visiting
Cranford – but you get the feeling
that this could be a pretty interesting
winter for the WHS boys basketball
team.

Yes, even with junior point guard
Danny Mitchell on the sidelines, due
to an ACL injury suffered last sum-
mer. But his surgery was successful
and he’s almost ready to start running
on it. He scored 205 points last winter
and led the team in assists (101) and
steals (62), and was among the leader
in floor burns.

“Obviously, he’s still a long way
off in terms of getting on the court,”
third-year coach Daryl Palmieri said.
“But if things go smoothly the next
couple of months, I think he may be
able to begin some basketball activi-
ties in late January or early February.
As much as I’d love to have him back
sometime this season, that’s still a
long ways off. But I’m still very ex-
cited about where we are.”

Sophomore Owen Murray will re-
place Mitchell as the main ball han-
dler and he’ll get help from senior
Dylan Elliott and sophomore Parker
Hess. Elliott brings 200 career points
into the season.

Also back are seniors David Kane,
Chris Sweeney and Ben Schuman,
along with junior swingman Sean
Elliott. Kane will use his tight end
attitude to battle under the boards,
while Palmieri calls Sweeney “the
strongest player I’ve ever coached.”

Cranford, SP-F Provide
Early Tests for Cagers

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

He will play a very physical game
under the hoop.

“I have some juniors and seniors
who have gone through the wars the
last couple years with me,” Palmieri
said. “Practices have been very good,
and the (team) chemistry is excel-
lent.”

But the biggest news, both literally
and figuratively, is 6-foot-9 Chris
Wright, a senior transfer from St.
Peter’s Prep, who becomes eligible in
January. Wright played for Westfield
in a summer league and showed the
ability to be a difference maker on
defense and also running the floor on
offense. He’s has a very sweet stroke
for a guy his size. (Yes, I watched
video of him on youtube.com.)

Palmieri noted that last year’s se-
nior captains, Keegan Hess and Scott
Toresco, are doing well. Hess is play-
ing at Catholic University, while
Toresco, doing a prep year at St. Tho-
mas More, recently signed with the
University of Southern New Hamp-
shire.

Oh, the Devils will also host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Saturday night.
There once was a time when the
thought of opening with those two
schools on back-to-back nights would
be a reason to keep living between
Thanksgiving and opening night.

Found an old undated email re-
cently titled, “A Glimpse into the
Future?” It was about the Westfield
Wildcats, a seventh-grade travel bas-

ketball team that recently had con-
cluded a 37-3 season, giving them a
four-year record of 149-13! The ‘Cats
were coached by Rick Elliott (’80),
Tom Decker (Holy Trinity ’74) and
Bill Kane (’77).

The team included leading scorer
Dylan Elliott, a five-position player,
David Kane and 6-foot-3 Chris
Wright, who was MVP at the Clark
Tournament. Mike Androconis, Pat
Decker, Bryon Lessner, Matt Smoot,
Eric Shor, Sanjay Sujan, Evan
Garfinkel and Matt Storcks all were
major contributors. Others who wore
the Wildcats uniform included Jacob
Boyle, Marc Luino, Jack Douglas,
Zack Birkenthal and Chris Callahan.

REGION RIVALRY VOTING
At times the regional voting in the

2013 USA Today Best High School
Rivalry contest seemed like a real game,
against a real opponent, one that
wouldn’t quit. The one team was the
WHS vs. Plainfield rivalry, the other
was the Cumberland, Md., rivalry be-
tween Allegany and Fort Hill. There
were five other rivalries in Region 2,
but for the better part of last week, every
time I’d sign on the lead switched back
and forth between those two rivalries,
with the others not really involved.
Westfield-Plainfield didn’t take control
and hang on until Monday, Dec. 9.

In Regions 3, 4, 5 and 7 the voting
was even closer, going down to the
final minutes before they were de-
cided. The national voting started Dec.
11 and ended yesterday. Here are the
region winners, wild cards and their
vote totals (in qualifying order):

Region 7: Las Cruces (N.M) vs.
Mayfield (N.M.), 220,459 votes

Wild card: Douglas (Ariz.) vs.
Bigbee (Ariz.), 215,439 votes

Region 3: Louisburg (N.C.) vs.
Bunn (N.C.), 203,757 votes

Wild card: Warner Robins (Ga.) vs.
Northside (Ga.), 183,486 votes

Region 4: Wausau (Wis.) East vs.
Wausau (Wis.) West, 126,176 votes

Region 5: Norfolk (Neb.) Catholic
vs. Pierce (Neb.), 60,661 votes

Region 1: Leominster (Mass.) vs.
Fitchburg (Mass.), 57,478 votes

Region 2: Westfield vs. Plainfield,

42,013 votes
Region 8: Mater Dei (Calif.) vs.

Servite (Calif.), 38,209 votes
Region 6: Upsala and Swanville

(Minn.) vs. Royalton (Minn.), 3,652
votes

SOCCER UPDATE
WHS senior co-captain Karli

Sottung, who is headed for the Naval
Academy next year, was named to
the 2013 National Soccer Coaches
Association of America’s high school
all-America team. She joins Hannah
Kronick (WHS ’11) and Becca Kape
(WHS ’10) as WHS all-Americans
over the past five years. Kronick re-
cently finished an all-America junior
year at Johns Hopkins. She and
Sottung will be attending an all-
America banquet in Philadelphia.

Sarah Freer (WHS ’13) was a fresh-
man midfielder on the William Smith
College Herons (23-1) who captured
the NCAA Division 3 women’s cham-
pionship with a 2-0 win over Trinity
(Texas). She played in 17 games as a
freshman. At WHS, Freer was a three-
year letter winner in soccer, and was
also a member of the swim and la-
crosse teams.

SWIMMING UPDATE
They’ve been having meets for a

couple of weeks, but the WHS swim
season officially kicks off today and
tomorrow, when Jeff Knight’s Blue
Devils face state powers Bridgewater-
Raritan and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at Wallace Pool. Both meets start at
2:30 p.m. Get there early because seats
always go fast for these opponents.

Dual meets in December aren’t win-
at-all-costs, although Knight never
ever likes to lose. But these double
duals should be a pretty good early
indication of how the season will
shape up.

Speaking of swimming, when the
1992 WHS boys swim team put up
4,853 power points in ending St.
Joseph’s reign of 12 straight state
titles, most people thought that total
might last forever. Well, it did stand
for 21 years, until the 2013 WHS
boys team put up 4,878 in beating
Bridgewater-Raritan in the state fi-
nal. And Knight quietly feels like this
year’s boys team could even be better
than last year’s.

OLD MAIL
While cleaning up some clutter, I

came across a December 2008 email
from Mark Ciliotta (’79), a pretty good
two-way guard on the 1978 football
team. His brother Don (’75), also a
good two-way guard on the 1974 foot-
ball team, had been in town for Thanks-
giving and brought a copy of the Devil’s
Den to their Long Island home. What
followed was several hours of talking
up “the good old days.”

“It was a thrill to see the Ciliotta
name in the Leader after all these
years,” he wrote. “Probably the funest
times of my life were spent on the
fields of Gumbert and Tamaques Park,
and at the Field House. From our
Steelers teams with you and Bert
(Papaccio) to the Blue Devils with
(Gary) Kehler and (Dick) Zimmer, it
was a great ride. Wish I could run just
one more Power 2-7. Thanks for the
great memories, and never forget …
Pop pass to (Steve) Bodmer on two,
reeeeeaaaaadddddy break!”
WHERE’S … THE BLUE DEVIL?

We’re not looking for Waldo, but if
anybody can help us . . .

The Den is seeking the name of the
boy/girl who was the ‘Blue Devil’
mascot during the football seasons of
1960 (class of ’61), 1971, 1973 and
1974. And also if anybody knows of
any ‘Blue Devil’ from 1990 to the
present, their name would be appre-
ciated, too. This is for a book on the
history of WHS sports, and there’s
gonna be a chapter on the ‘Blue Devil.’
Check your yearbooks, and contact
me at bj1019@aol.com.
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Cookie Dough for new customers! 
Never Compromise on Quality! 

908.346.1114    
www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need
JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Removal
Junk - Scrap Metal - Appliance - Furniture

Clean Ups
Construction Site - Business - Basement - Fall & Spring Yard
Home Moving - Storage Facility - Garage Sale - After Party

Garage - Attic - Home Sale & Real Estate - Light Demolition

Free Estimates         Fully Insured          Union County

Paul Casolaro         973-979-2288
email: paulcasolaro@gmail.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com

December 22, 1998: Condition-
ing was the key to success when the
young Blue Devil wrestling team won
its opening match against Newark
East Side, 63-16, in Westfield. Vet-
eran Onur Tezucar demonstrated his
wrestling savvy by pinning his160-lb
opponent in just :18 and Matt Castaldo
demonstrated how important condi-
tioning is when he wore down his
opponent at 152-lbs. to record a fall
in 5:41.

Kyle Swingle got an escape and a
reversal to pick up an 11-10 victory
over and Red Raider Jose at 145-lbs.
Freshman John Leonardis recorded a
fall over Rodrigo Cruz at 112 and at
125, Dan Sawicki scored on a head-
in-arm, spin-behind takedown then
turned Alexy Mendez to his back
with a half nelson to record a fall in
1:06.

December 21, 1999: Another huge
crowd nearly packed the balcony at
the Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool, in
anticipation of the showdown be-
tween Westfield, ranked No. 5 in the
Gannett Swim Rankings, and visit-
ing Shawnee, the state’s top-rated
boys’ team. But it was the girls’ meet
that kept the nearly 400 fans on the
edge of their seats. While the Shawnee
boys were very impressive in posting
a 115-55 victory, the Blue Devil girls,
ranked No. 1 in the state by Gannett,
had to sweat things out a bit before
pulling away for a 100-86 win.

Divers Lindsay Guerrerio and
Ashley Flood placed second and third,
respectively, in their event. Ashley
Saul won the 100 fly. Jesse Coxson,
Chrissy Schwebel and Chrissy
Romano went 1-3-4 in the 500. Katie
Bartholomew brought the crowd to
its feet, rallying in the final few yards
for a victory in the 100 breaststroke.

December 16, 2000: The Raider
boys basketball team with first-year
Head Coach Dan Doherty won the
season opener with a 64-47 victory

over Hillsborough. Senior 6’9” cen-
ter Andrew Feeley was the king of the
court with 19 points, 16 rebounds and
four blocked shots.

December 21, 2001: The Blue
Devil boy cagers matched up against
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
and won convincingly, 83-64. Jay
Cook finished with a monster game,
scoring 33 points and boarding 13
balls. Junior Eric Turner finished with
14 points, three assists and two blocks.

December 17, 2004: The Raider
wrestling team crushed visiting
Kearny, 57-18. Veteran heavyweight
Marc Fabiano decked Lou Perez with
a double front grapevine and a head
smother in 1:05. Sophomore Sal Gano
practiced a series of duck under
takedowns and a variety of tilts to
gain a 21-6 technical fall in 2:26 over
119-lb Chris Osborne. Veteran 145-
lb Anthony Ferrante used three slick
duck under takedowns, leg scissors
and single grapevines to entwine Kyle
Stalk with an 18-3 technical fall in
5:29.

December 21, 2005: Little lapses
turned into fatal mistakes that led to a
37-32 Parsippany Hills victory over
the hosting Raider wrestling team.
Two bouts that appeared to be going
in the Raiders’ favor suddenly turned
to disaster, each causing a nine-point
“swing” in team points. Nick Giannaci
(189-lbs), Sal Gano (119-lbs) and Pat
Mineo (145-lbs) won big as expected,
while Trevor Cannon (130-lbs), Ricky
Ollson (135-lbs) and Joe Bachi (160-
lbs) recorded falls.

Early December 2006: This year’s
Blue Devils girls’ swim team feature
loaded senior and freshman classes,
with solid junior and sophomore
groups. Captains are Julia Cederroth,
Katie Morgan, Caitlyn Oster and Brit-
tany Reyes. Morgan (breaststroke)
and Reyes (butterfly) have flirted with
their respective school records since
they were freshmen. Cederroth and
Oster swim freestyle. And there’s
Kylie Fraser (IM, fly, back) and
Lauren McCurdy (back), who have
also been close to school marks.

David B. Corbin (December 24, 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHS 200-IM RECORD BREAKER…Blue Devil Suzanne Lemberg competed in
the 200-Individual Medley and broke Janney Zonnevylle’s long-standing 1981
WHS record of 2:11.87 when she touched at 2:10.74 on December 17, 2009.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

Take notice that in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 39:10 - 12, application has been
made to the Chief Administrator of the
Motor Vehicle Commission, Trenton, New
Jersey, for duplicate certificate of Owner-
ship for Year: 1968, Make: Ford, VIN#
8F01C189180.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to the Chief Adminis-
trator of the Motor Vehicle Commission,
Special Title Unit, PO Box 017, Trenton,
New Jersey 08666.

Pietro Cottone
2133 Price Street

Rahway, New Jersey 07065
2 T - 12/12
& 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2014 will be held on
Sunday, January 5, 2014 at 3:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing will be held by the Town of Westfield
Planning Board on Monday January 6,
2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town of Westfield
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing located at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. At that time
and place the Planning Board will hear the
application of Westfield Lighthouse Invest-
ment, LLC concerning property located
924 South Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and also known as Lot 16, Block
2606 on the official tax maps of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey.

The application seeks preliminary and
final major site plan approval with vari-
ances to convert an existing 1½ story struc-
ture for use as a dental office. The appli-
cant also requests permission to remove
the existing garage on the property. The
property is located in GB-3 zone district
which permits the proposed dental office
use.

In addition to the above, applicant seeks
the following “C” variances:

1. Maximum improved lot coverage of
82.59% versus 70% required by ordinance;

2. Minimum driveway width of 8.75 feet
on left side (existing) and 9.70 feet on right
side versus 10 feet required by ordinance.

In addition to the above, the applicant
seeks any and all variances, exceptions
and/or waivers that may be required by the
Town of Westfield Zoning and Site Plan
ordinances, the Municipal Land Use Act of
the State of New Jersey, and as deter-
mined by the Town of Westfield Planning
Board.

The application and submitted plans are
available for review at the Office of the
Planning Board Administrative Secretary,
Kathy Nemeth during normal business
hours at 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090. You may contact Kathy
Nemeth at 908-789-4100, ext. 600.

Savino J. Russoniello, Jr., Esq.
c/o Caruso Smith Picini

60 Route 46 East
Fairfield, New Jersey 07004

(973) 667-6000
Attorneys for

Westfield Lighthouse Investment, LLC
1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, January 6, 2014 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Planning Board of
the Town of Westfield for preliminary and
final major site plan and variance approv-
als (Section 11.28E2: side yard setback –
7.3 feet required, 10.5 inches proposed;
Section 11.28E6: coverage by improve-
ments – 70% maximum, approx.. 93%
existing nonconforming condition; Section
17.02C5: off-street parking – 13 parking
spaces required, 9 spaces provided; Sec-
tion 17.03C5: parking setback from prop-
erty line – 2 feet required, less than 2 feet
existing nonconforming condition; Section
17.05C: driveway/parking access aisle
width – 24 feet required, 15 feet existing
nonconforming condition; waivers from
lighting and landscaping requirements) and
such other variances, relief and/or waivers
that may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and testimony at the PUBLIC
HEARING on the Application (PB 13-09)
submitted by the Applicant, Redstar Hold-
ings, LLC, for property located at 1024
South Avenue West, Block 2606, Lot 9 on
the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield. The
property is owned by 1024 South Avenue
West LLC and is located in the GB-3 Zone.
The Applicant is proposing to utilize the
building as a professional office. The build-
ing interior and exterior will be renovated
including roof alterations and a building-
mounted sign. The existing parking area
will be re-striped.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application.  A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $44.37

See photo on page 13
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Lady Blue Devil Cagers Have More Speed, Depth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

VETERANS ARE WISCHUSEN, MAUCIONE, McKEARY

Lady Cougar Cagers Return
Athletes, Quickness, Talent

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating three very talented ath-
letes may convince some opposing
teams that this year’s Cranford High
School girls basketball team is go-
ing to struggle, but the Cougars could
very well surprise those Doubting
Thomas’s.

Last year, “four” was a charm for
the Lady Cougars when they seized
the initiative from the start and held
on to defeat the 23-5 Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 56-51, for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Championship in Berkeley
Heights. The Cougars also defeated
the Highlanders twice during the
regular season and finished with a
20-9 record.

The concern would be the gradu-
ation of forward Jess McCoy, point
guard Jenna Goeller and center
Kaitlin McGovern, who were in the
varsity rotation all four years and
amassed an 87-27 record and two
sectional titles. McCoy sank 1,276

career points and was the team’s
“chief thief”. Goeller was the assists
and 3-points leader, and McGovern
was a key rebounder and team leader
in blocked shots.

“We did graduate three amazingly
talented girls, who were also ex-
tremely good leaders on the floor.
We have a lot of young talent on this
year’s team, and we do have with the
older girls, who are returning, who
have been with the experienced play-
ers and know what it feels like to win
the state section and what it feels
like to have a 20 plus win season. We
are extremely athletic. We are ex-
tremely quick and very talented, so I
am excited about this year,” Cougar
Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars have seven se-
niors on the squad and the experi-
enced players are guards Kerry
Wischusen and Mairead McKeary
and forward Carly Maucione.

“Kerry and Carly and Mairead
have definitely stepped up this year
as big time team leaders, showing
the younger girls what needs to hap-
pen, being very talkative and mak-
ing sure things get done and people

are focused,” Coach Dyer said.
Maucione displayed offensive and

defensive skills, finishing with 144
points, 116 rebounds and 42 blocked
shots last year. Wischusen scored
106 points, including 16 3-pointers,
and grabbed 98 rebounds. She also
added 44 assists.

McKeary’s primary strength was
her dogged defense although she did
score 52 points and had 32 rebounds,
24 assists and 23 steals.

“She’s definitely tough on ‘D’ and
even in our scrimmages the way she’s
been getting herself open on offense
and taking it to the basket has been

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah DeMars, Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Kerry Wischusen and Jessica Casale. Not pictured is Anastasia Caulfield.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

VW
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  

is pleased to announce that

Victor Wahby
has joined the team of extraordinary  

real estate professionals in the  
Westfield-West Office.

As a Sales Associate with Coldwell Banker,  
Victor will continue to offer the highest quality  
real estate services and programs with one of  

the largest and most respected Realtors in the state.

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 518-3764 direct 
(201) 736-9388 cell

Victor.Wahby@cbmoves.com

Victor Wahby

Sales Associate

cbmoves.com/westfieldwest

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 12/22 • 1-4PM
914 Coolidge Street, Westfield

4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath
Move right into this completely updated Westfield Colonial and enjoy all that Westfield has to offer! This
beautiful home is in a quiet neighborhood close to Washington school and NYC transportation. The home has
been thoughtfully updated with a great room with a gas fireplace which is open to the kitchen with new
stainless appliances, a serene master bedroom suite, and a full, finished walkout basement providing additional
play and office areas. A total of four bedrooms, two and one half bathrooms are all recently updated and
painted. Important features include two zone heat/air conditioning, newer windows, basement waterproofing,
updated electric, newer roof, newer hot water heater, upgraded insulation and framing, all new copper water
lines and 3/4" service to provide superior water pressure. Enjoy the outdoors in the spacious yard with its paver
patio. This home provides it all - open floor plan, room to grow, updates galore and fabulous location!  $844,900.

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2012
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate
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Reading is Good For You
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94 steals to up her total to 155 (310
four-year projection) and put in 366
points to bring her total to 630 (1,260
four-year projection). Both Scott and
Knapp have the ability to bang points
from the outside and drive to the
basket for lay-ups or to draw fouls,
and both sink a high percentage of
their free throws.

“They are going to make things
happen. They will manufacture points
from the foul line,” Coach Marino
said.

Senior forward Carly Friedman is
expected to be strong under the
boards, as well as an offensive con-

tributor. Last year, she led the team
with 130 rebounds. Sophomore guard
Olivia Luzzi will add to the Blue
Devils’ scoring threats. Last year, she
bucketed 122 points.

Friedman and senior Morgan
Maloney, who started on the JV squad
last year, have been selected co-cap-
tains.

“Right now, my starting lineup
would be Jackie Knapp, Lillian Scott,
Olivia Luzzi, Carly Friedman and
Morgan Maloney,” Coach Marino
said.

Sophomore centers Rachel
Mattessich and Sophie Koglin are

expected to switch in and out with
Maloney and Friedman, which will
help put constant pressure on oppos-
ing teams by keeping the game at a
rapid pace.

“We are looking to platoon those
two with Rachel Mattessich and
Sophie Koglin,” Coach Marino added.

Junior guard Megan Mondon, a
strong defensive player last
year, and juniors Caroline
Kacmarsky (forward) and
Jamie Miller (guard) will add
varsity experience and depth.

“There’s not a big drop off,
and the one solid thing is the
way that they are bonded to-
gether. They all get along with
each other. It’s a real good
group,” Coach Marino said.

Coach Marino could also get
some support from freshman
Hannah Liddy and sophomore
Amalia Montes.

“We have a couple of girls,
Hannah Liddy and Amalia
Montes, who play JV, that we
would allow to sit with us on
our bench and hopefully get a
little time also,” he said.

The Lady Blue Devils open
their season at Hillside on Sat-
urday, December 21, then
travel to Millburn on Mon-
day, December 23, but will be
keeping a keen eye on the
progress of their stiffest com-

petition.
“New Providence was in our con-

ference. They are going to be tough.
Roselle Catholic has people back, so
it’s going to be interesting. We want
to take on the challenge,” Coach
Marino said.

David B. Corbin (December 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil David Kane, No. 35, drives to the basket as Cougar John Oblachinski tightens
up on defense in Cranford on December 14, 2012. The Blue Devils had strong second and fourth quarters to win, 62-50.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL CO-CAPTAINS...Seniors Morgan Maloney, left, and Carly Friedman have
been selected co-captains of the Lady Blue Devils basketball team.

Let the Rivalries Begin – The Blue Devils Host Cranford Tomorrow at 7 p.m.
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Lady Cougar Cagers Return
Athletes, Quickness, Talent
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UNDEFEATED CHAMPS...The Westfield Rovers recently completed an unde-
feated Fall Season with a dramatic 2-1 penalty kick shootout victory in the Inter
County Youth Soccer League, Flight B U14 Girls championship game. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Anne Friel, Julia Salvato, Megan Bertsch, Emma
Hamilton, Brianna Hatch and Equipment Manager Brenton Hatch; middle row,
Nicole Player, Cami Bass, Laura Jean Calcagno, Jackie Callahan, Coco Herz and
Emma Herber; back row, Coach Tom Hatch, Meredith Case, Samantha Leftheris,
Colleen O’Connor, Lauren Triarsi, Coach Tom Taylor and Maya Grantz.

FSPY Men’s Basketball
Kicks Off Fifth Season

SPF PAL Matmen Place
Second in UC Brawl Tourney

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
Men’s Basketball League kicked off
its fifth season with a triple header on
December 8. Due to increased de-
mand, the league has expanded to
seven teams.

Real Deal tapped Lights Out, 52-
41. Real Deal built a seven-point half-
time lead. Lights Out made a late
game push, but Real Deal pulled away
in the end. Real Deal Captain Jamal

Berry recorded a double-double and
led all scorers with 20 points and 11
rebounds, and Brian Ciemniecki
chipped in 14 points, Troy Sims scored
nine points and pulled down 14 re-
bounds. Ian Brown of Lights Out

scored a team-high 17 points.
Blue Chips jostled Shake-n-Bake,

42-35. Blue Chips snatched an early
lead while team Shake-n-Bake fought
to shake off some early season rust.
Scott Lowder led Blue Chips with 13
points and iced the game in the final
two minutes at the free throw stripe.
Chipper Greg Shea netted 11 points.
Four Blue Chips scored eight or more
points and five had five or more re-
bounds. Warren Lowe’s 16 points and
aggressive play led Shake-n-Bake.

In the final game, Justin Fiory
scored 14 points, including four 3-
pointers, to lead Hoop Unit past
Showtime, 43-38. Hoop Unit led at
halftime, 28-23, and this game was
close throughout. Hoop Unit veter-
ans Sid Jackson and Jason Shann
chipped in 10 points each. Jason
Holley and Allen Maizes tallied 13
points and 12 points, respectively, for
Showtime.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
wrestling team placed second out of
10 teams in the Middle School Divi-
sion at the Union County Brawl Tour-
nament held at Cranford High School
on December 15.

Jack Cannon, who received the
tournament’s Most Outstanding Wres-
tler award, was one of five Raider
PAL wrestlers to win championships.
Cannon competed in the 118-lb class.
The other Raider champions in the
Middle School Division were Alex
Oslislo at 125 pounds, Nick Musano
at 135 and Sam Wustefeld at 145.

The Raiders also boasted three run-
ners-up in 110-pounder Nick
Palazzolo, 140-pounder Zack
Fleischman and heavyweight Mike
Ramos. Meanwhile, Justin
Sidebottom finished third at 85
pounds and Tyler Aversa placed fourth
at 125.

In the Elementary School Division,
Anthony Robinson claimed the cham-
pionship at 73 pounds for the Raid-
ers. Placing third for SPF in the El-
ementary School Division were Kyle
Robinson at 70 pounds and Benji
Tucker at 87 pounds.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 7...Ashleigh
Poszyler, a varsity bowler, bowled a 629 series, leading the Cougars to a 5-2
victory over highly touted Rahway last week. Ashleigh bowled a team high of
235 in the pivotal second game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Swimmers, sophomore Hale Jaeger
and junior Julie Byrne, have been selected Cougar athletes for the week ending
December 14. Jaeger was a double winner in the 50-yard freestyle and the 100-
yard butterfly against Piscataway. Byrne broke the 100-yard freestyle record
against Union Catholic earlier this season, shattering the 1992 record by 0.28
seconds.

Five athletes from the Westfield
Area “Y” Flyers Track Club were
part of the over 3,400 runners that
traveled to the Lone Star State for the
USATF National Junior Olympic
Cross Country Championships held
in San Antonio, Tex. on December
14.

In his second trip to Nationals,
William McGlynn crossed the line in
the 9-10 boys 3k in 13:07 to place 219
of 329. Zachary Spergel, also repeat-
ing at Nationals, competed in the 11-
12 boys 3k race and placed 235 of
391 with a time of 11:54.

Cranford High School freshman,
Thomas Whitehead, returned to run

with the Flyers for his second con-
secutive trip to the XC National Cham-
pionships running the 13-14 boys 4k
in a time of 15:35 to place 333 of 444,
the largest field of the day. Katie
Whitehead crossed the line with a
personal best 13:55 in the 11-12 girls
3k race for a 357 of 405 finish. In the
girls 13-14 girls 4k race, Mia Melao,
in her first trip to Nationals, placed
290 of 377 runners with a time of
17:37.

Congratulations to these young
runners for doing a great job repre-
senting the Flyers Track Club as some
of the best-of-the-best youth cross-
country runners in the nation.

The Westfield “Y” Flyers Cross-Country National Qualifiers

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2014 RECYCLING SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23
February 3, 17 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20
March 3, 17, 31 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20
April  14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17
May 12, 26* 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29
June 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26
July 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
August 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
September 1*, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18
October 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
November 10, 27 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27*
December 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25*

*  May 26 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, May 30
*  September 1 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 5
*  November 27 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, November 28
*  December 25 is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, December 26

amazing,” Coach Dyer said.
Two senior athletes from this year’s

soccer team, Hannah DeMars, a
guard, and forward Megan Pringle,
both with varsity experience last year,
will also add team quickness. Se-
niors Jessica Casale, who played on
the varsity softball team, and
Anastasia Caulfield, both guards,
will add depth, as well as junior
guards Erin Meixner and Jennifer
Carovillano.

In addition four sophomores from
the Junior Varsity team that won the
Union County Tournament title
should present a positive impact with
guards Lindsey Pace, Cerys
MacLelland and Sarah Ross, and
forward Hannah Ross.

“I am excited about Lindsey Pace.
She was the point guard for JV. Our
JV team won the counties last year,
so they also know what it feels like to
win. Sarah Ross played with us last

year, didn’t get much playing time
but still a contributor. And Cerys
was on JV. They are nice girls and
hard workers. They are natural bas-
ketball players, so things come natu-
rally to them,” Coach Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars will host the
Governor Livingston Highlanders to-
morrow, December 20, at 7 p.m. but
will also be keeping tabs on some of
their other Union County competi-
tion.

“I think Roselle Catholic is going
to be very good. They have Tori
[Pozsonyi] in their post then they
have a Tobey sister, who is also good.
New Providence has their point guard
Sidney to help them. I think we are
going to be a big surprise to people,
because people look at us that we
graduated three girls who were very
good, that we may struggle a little
bit. I think they are going to be
surprised,” Coach Dyer said.

Raider Icemen Comeback
To Tie Dayton Bulldogs, 2-2
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School ice hockey team averted a loss
to the Dayton Bulldogs on December
15 at the Rock in Dunellen, with a
third period comeback goal by senior
defenseman Tyler Hardgrove.

Hardgrove blasted another of his
trademark slapshots past a strong
Bulldog goalie, who had an out-

standing game, stopping 40 shots on
the night. It was Hardgrove’s second
goal, scoring in the first period to tie
the game after Dayton drew first
blood.

The game was penalty-filled, with
over 20 players put in the box, split
just about evenly between the two
teams. Dayton had gone ahead early
in the third period, but the Raiders

looked like they would tie it up and
even win if they could just stay out of
the penalty box. Senior Raider goalie,
Alex Montagna made several spar-
kling saves, stopping 12 Bulldog
shots.

The Raiders had Cranford on their
schedule on Tuesday and with
Friday’s game against Hightstown

postponed, their next home game will
be Monday, December 23, at 8:30
p.m. against Colonia at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle. The Raiders then hit
the road for away games against
Ocean Township and Monroe Town-
ship on December 26 and 27. Log
onto the Raider Ice Hockey website
at www.leaguelineup.com/
spficehockey for schedule details.

TRYING SOME TRICKERY...Raider senior Eric Hogan tries to fool the Dayton
goalie from behind the net. The Bulldog netminder stopped 40 shots, including
several breakaways earning a 2-2 tie with the Raiders.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 13-364

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood that the
Municipal Clerk be and hereby is authorized to advertise for sale at public auction on
December 20, 2013, at the time and place set forth below, for municipal vehicles used
in the Department of Public Works, various types of electronic equipment and other
equipment used by the Garwood Board of Education.

PUBLIC AUCTION WILL COMMENCE AT 11:00 A.M., AND BE HELD IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MUNICIPAL VEHICLES MAY BE EXAMINED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS, 15 SOUTH AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY, BETWEEN 9:00
A.M. – 10:30 A.M., ON THE DAY OF THE AUCTION OR BY APPOINTMENT BY
CONTACTING FRED CORBITT, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, 908-789-
1522 or by email at fcorbitt@aol.com

THE VARIOUS ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT MAY BE EXAMINED AT THE MUNICI-
PAL BUILDING, 403 SOUTH AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY, AT 9:30 A.M., ON
THE DAY OF THE AUCTION OR BY APPOINTMENT BY CONTACTING 908-789-0710
or by email at c-ariemma@garwood.org

THE EQUIPMENT USED BY THE GARWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY BE
EXAMINED AT THE GARWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOL BY APPOINTMENT ONLY ON THE
DAY OF THE SALE BETWEEN 8:00 AM - 10:30 AM., OR OTHER TIME BY CONTACT-
ING Tom Spera, Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, Garwood Public Schools, 400
Second Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027, 908-789-0331 x 2111 or by email at
TSpera@garwoodschools.org

MUNICIPAL VEHICLES
(1) 1985 INTERNATIONAL DUMP TRUCK S-1900 with Snow Plow

Vin #:1HTLDUXN2FHA35939
(1) 1995 Ford F250 Pickup

Vin #: 1FTHX26H4SKB65449

VARIOUS ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT
Desktop computer, monitors, keyboards, phones, phone equipment, printers, and any

other electronic equipment.

EQUIPMENT USED BY THE GARWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
(1) Harvard Ping pong table,

Condition, Good, M # T8208, S # 626811, 60 inches X 108 inches (open for play)
(1) Wood desk, Cherry

Condition, Fair, 70 W X 36 D with 7 draws
(4) Folding cafeteria tables with seats attached

Condition, Good, 30 inches X 120 inches (open for seating)
(22) Overhead projectors Condition, Operational
3M Model 900 903016, 903020, 903021
3M Model 1715 2017682, 2017687, 2017690, 2015956, 2017678, 2016957
3M Model 9100 712115, 722521, 1212434, 1279104, 1279183, 1287286, 1287288,

1212435, 1212436, 1287282, 1212432

THE VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT LISTED ABOVE IS OFFERED STRICTLY IN “AS
IS” CONDITION, WITH NO REPRESENTATION AS TO CONDITION OR FITNESS FOR
ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

PURCHASE MUST BE MADE BY CASH OR CERTIFIED CHECK, A 10% DEPOSIT
MUST BE GIVEN AT TIME OF AUCTION.  BALANCE MUST BE PAID BY 4:00 P.M. THE
SAME DAY. THE PUBLIC AUCTION SHALL BE HELD PURSUANT TO, AND IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PERTAINING
THERETO.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest that
this Resolution was adopted by the Council of the Borough of Garwood on December 10,
2013.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk
2 T - 12/12/13 & 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF DECISION

On December 9, 2013, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield
adopted a Resolution granting variances
for front yard setback and building mass at
zoning side yard to the Applicant/Owner,
Brandt Colby Gaines, for property located
at 200 Woodland Avenue, Block 2003, Lot
57 on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield.
The variance approvals will permit the
construction of a new single-family home
on the property. The Resolution is on file
and available for PUBLIC INSPECTION in
the office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, dur-
ing that office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $19.38 PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR E-RATE ELIGIBLE SERVICE

The Westfield School District is currently
accepting proposals for the following E-
Rate eligible services via the Schools and
Libraries Universal Service Fund (E-Rate)
website.

- POTS Lines (+/- 150 Lines)
- Centrex Lines (+/- 150 Lines)
- ISDN PRI Service (+/- 4 PRIs)
- Long Distance Service for all POTS,

Centerex and PRI lines
- Cell/Smartphone Service (+/- 25 De-

vices)
- ISDN BRI Service (+/- 3 Circuits)
- Analog Alarm Circuits (8 Circuits dis-

trict-wide)
- Fiber Optic Network (Lit or unlit fiber to

provide 1Gb or 10Gb of connectivity be-
tween all district locations using the High
Schools as a hub)

- Renewal of Existing Fiber Optic Net-
work (to connect all locations)

- Web Hosting

Proposal information can be obtained at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/rfps.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,

Board Secretary
1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $33.66

FSPY Men’s Basketball players in action

WF ‘Y’ XC Flyers Compete
At National Championships

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin (February 7, 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT TAKES A THIEF…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 32, swipes the ball from the
grasp of a Tiger. Wischusen had three steals and also sank 16 points and had six
assists in the 69-58 victory over Linden on January 29, 2013.
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DavidRealtyGroup.com  •  Residential Brokerage • 530 South Avenue West • (908) 264-8843
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Make the Smart Move with DavidRealtyGroup.

Lorena Barbosa

Meet the team that is changing 
the face of real estate today!
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opportunity to serve you, our neighbors.

May the joy of the holidays extend to you 
and your family now and in the coming year.
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Sandi Ing

in UCT, second in district, finished
28-7

Charlie Hudak (jr – 126): First in
UCT at 126, third in District 12, fin-
ished 21-4.

Governor Livingston:
The Highland-

ers were 10-12
last year and
graduated seven
seniors, includ-
ing 100-win ath-
letes Jon Mele
and Shane
Haddad.

“We are look-
ing to senior leadership from Ryan
Hoy (138), Joe Colder (120), Andrew
Lipnick (145/152), Dennis Sobol
(138/145) and TJ McGowan (Hwt),”

said Head Coach
Rick Ortega.

The Highland-
ers do have two
promising fresh-
man with Turner
Haddad and
Chris Bottone.
Other notable re-
turners Chris

Sergio (106/113), Austin Senkarik
(126) and Sean Tomlinson.

Ryan Hoy (sr – 138): Second in
UCT, third in district, finished 27-9.

Joe Colder (sr – 113/120): Third
in district, finished 22-13.

New Providence:
The Pioneers return three Region 3

qualifiers and finished 7-12 last sea-
son. This year is mostly junior and
senior starters. Head Coach Gary

Bremer’s goal is for some of his squad
to quality for the
regionals. per-
haps one or two
for the states.

T y l e r
Gazaway (so —
120/26): Second
UCT at 106, sec-
ond district, fin-
ished 32-7

Carmine Boccellari (jr – 120):
Second UCT, third district, finished
25-5.

Joe Joe Ciarrocca (sr – 182):
Region qualifier, finished 24-12

Dan Kourakus (jr — 152): Fin-
ished 26-9

Watch for Steve Bremer (sr — hwt)
Rahway Indians:

The Indians
will be tested
right off the bat
in a tough West
Morris Tourna-
ment before
opening their
regular season
against Westfield.

“I think we are
going to be
above the
middle. We have
five to seven
good wrestlers
then some good
athletes filling in
the spots. How
fast those ath-
letes learn what
we do, that’s how our program will

tler.
“He never knew what wrestling

was until he
transferred to
Linden from
Roselle last
year.”

Diego Ataca
(sr – 132): Third
in district at 138,
finished 23-13.

Khalil Burns
(jr — 195): “He has been wrestling
hard in the off-season. His brother
was a state place winner.”

Keep an eye on Gerson Gonzalez
(jr — 152), Max Burgos (jr — hwt).

Union Farmers:
“We’ve got a mixture of freshmen,

sophomores and
a couple of se-
niors in the
lineup. Hoping
that we can put
these age groups
together and cre-
ate something re-
spectable. We do
have for the first
time in a long time a handful of fresh-
men who will have an impact at the
varsity level. That is an accomplish-
ment for the program,” Coach Dino
DeBellonia said.

Frank Weber (so — 170), Nick
Wright (so — 120):

Dan Syzdek (sr – 182): District
qualifier as sophomore

Ryan Nobrega (sr – 126): District
qualifier as sophomore

Watch for Jorge Quintero (sr —

Nick Kalimtzis(120)
Westfield Blue Devils

Nick Velez (145)
Westfield Blue Devils

Charlie Hudak (126)
ALJ Crusaders

Brian Matthews
(152) Park Panthers

Marc Signorello
(195) Park Panthers

Dan Syzdek (182)
Union Farmers

Alex Mirabella (170/
82) SPF Raiders

Jon ElKhoury (hwt)
Cranford Cougars

Niko Cappello (152)
Cranford Cougars

Ryan Hoy (138)
GL Highlanders

Nick DeMarco (120)
Brearley Bears

Dan VanBrunt (195)
SPF Raiders

Sean Twerdak(182)
Rahway Indians

Devin Jefferson
(126) Rahway

Tom Cunningham
(132) SPF Raiders

Dom Natale (145/52)
SPF Raiders

Ailen Nunez (182)
R. Park Panthers

Hugo Parraga (113)
R. Park Panthers

Nick Testa (126/32)
 Summit Hilltoppers

Bobby Vail (132)
R. Park Panthers

Carmine Boccellari
(120) NP Pioneers

Tyler Gazoway(126)
N. Prov Pioneers

Jeff Velez (195)
Brearley Bears

John Coler (145/52)
ALJ Crusaders

Kyle Gregorio (120)
ALJ Crusaders

Roselle Park Panthers Union County Wrestling Team to Beat

Joe Colder (120)
GL Highlanders

J.J. Ciarrocca (182)
NP Pioneers

Dan Kourakas (152)
New Prov Pioneers

be. Head Coach Fred Stueber said.
Devin Jefferson (jr – 126): First

District, third in
UCT at 120. Fin-
ished 27-9

Majid Abdor-
Rahman (jr –
145): Finished
21-11

S t e p h a n
Watkis-Davis
(sr — hwt): Fin-
ished 13-5

Keep eye on Dave Winters (jr —
132): Sean Twerdak (jr — 182):

Linden Tigers:
In preparation, the Tigers experi-

enced a mixture of some positive and
negative results.

“Probably the
hardest working
group I’ve had in
the off-season;
however, some
of those kids,
who were pen-
ciled in as start-
ers, opted not to
come out, but we still have the depth
to have a successful season,” Head
Coach Anthony Reinoso said.

Nick Tekula (sr – 126): Second in
UCT at 120. Two-time District 11
champ at 106 & 113. Third in region.
finished 28-10.

“He’s looking to become only the
third wrestler in Linden history to
have 100 wins. He needs about 20
more.”

Lester Dwah (sr — 160/70): Dwah
caught on quickly as a first-year wres-

220-lbs)
Summit Hilltoppers:

The Hilltoppers, in their third year
as a varsity pro-
gram finished 9-
21 under Head
Coach Anthony
Ferrante (former
SPF Raider), are
hoping to fill
their entire
lineup.

“We expect the
wrestlers to be focusing on their best
effort and attitude day in and day out,
be competitive as individuals and as a
team,” Coach Ferrante said.

Colm Dougherty (sr — 160/170):
Football running
back/finished
23-14

Nick Testa (sr
– 126/132): Sec-
ond in district,
finished 29-10.

Watch out for
H i l l t o p p e r s
Phillip Angelo
(fr — 106/113)
and Mike Acitelli (fr — 113/120)

Ryan Nobrega (126)
Union Farmers

Nick Wright (120)
Union Farmers

Dave Winters(132)
Rahway Indians

Majid Abdor-Rahman
(145) Rahway Indians

Diego Ataca (132)
Linden Tigers

Plainfield Cardinals:
Based on last year’s stats:
Derrick Washington (sr — 152/

160): Third in UCT and district at
152, finished 20-8

Diego Rivera
(sr — 160/170):
Third in district,
finished 20-13

N e o - J o e
Lughas (jr —
145): Fourth in
UCT at 138.

Others: Rohan
Phillip (jr —
170)

Elizabeth Minutemen:
David Tobe (jr — 220): Third in

district at 220, finished 28-10
Wesley Martinez (sr — 132):

Third in district at 132, finished 14-
15

Wesley Ortiz (sr – 106/113): Sec-
ond in district at 106, finished 26-11

Fred Lecomte gathered the infor-
mation on Governor Livingston, New
Providence and Summit.

Colm Dougherty
(160/70) Hilltoppers

Lester Dwah (160)
Linden Tigers

Frank Weber (170)
Union Farmers

Probitas Verus Honos

Weight Classes:
Some wrestlers may qualify

for a lower weight after
certification

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Independent Pharmacy
Owners Discuss Industry

REGION — Over 200 New Jersey
independent pharmacy owners gath-
ered on December 10 to discuss the
current state of retail pharmacy.

“Winter Pharmacy Summit: Recog-
nizing Key Policy Makers and Dis-
cussing the Issues Confronting the Prac-
tice of Pharmacy” was held at Deewan
Banquet Hall in Piscataway. Lead or-
ganizer Ritesh Shah raised the issues
confronting retail pharmacies.

“We are dealing with an un-level
playing field. PBMs [pharmacy ben-
efit managers], mail order operations,
and others are not playing by the same
set of rules that we have to follow,” he
said. “Tonight we take the first step
toward leveling that playing field and
restoring equality to the industry.”

The event brought the leadership
and members of many prominent phar-
macy organizations. Representatives
from the New Jersey Pharmacists As-
sociation (NJPhA), Garden State Phar-
macy Owners (GSPO), Indo-Ameri-
can Pharmaceutical Society (IAPS)
and the Independent Pharmacy Alli-
ance (IPA) were all present. The event
was also attended by Monmouth
County Democratic Chairman Vin
Gopal, newly elected Assemblyman
Raj Mukerjee (D-33rd, Jersey City),
and Assemblyman Gary Schaer (D-

36th Passaic). Mr. Gopal and Mr.
Mukerjee were presented awards for
their continued support for retail phar-
macies.

The pharmacy group announced their
intentions to create a Political Action
Committee named NJRxPAC.

“We need to educate our elected
representatives. There is a
misperception that we count pills for a
living. We are professionals on the
front line of healthcare,” said Mahesh
Shah, who is on the steering committee
for the PAC and is also a member of the
state’s Board of Pharmacy. The PAC
will have an advisory board that in-
cludes many pharmacy owners.

Ritesh Shah announced a bold agenda
for the PAC. “We will go to Trenton in
March to fight for Audit Bill of Rights,
and ask for legislation that mandates
PBMs to update their pricing on a
regular and frequent basis,” he an-
nounced.

The consensus was that this is a
much needed effort. “It is about time
that we did this in New Jersey. We need
a voice in Trenton, so we can advocate
the pharmacy industry, especially in-
dependent business owners. I am ex-
cited about NJRxPAC,” said Sanjay
Shah, owner of Front Street Pharmacy
in South Plainfield

Changeable Winter Weather Causes
School Closing Difficulties

Dear Mountainside Families: I want
to take this opportunity to clarify this
morning’s [Tuesday’s] call for a
school closing. I sincerely regret that
many of you were inconvenienced,
but please know that the safety of
your children is of paramount impor-
tance in making the decision to close
the school district.

When snow is in the forecast, the
decision-making begins early. It is
always our goal to let you know as
early as possible if there is going to be
a school closing or a delayed opening.
I was on the phone this morning with
Mr. DeVico, our supervisor of main-
tenance and custodial services, [Po-
lice] Chief Debbie, and Mrs. Rattner,
superintendent of Berkeley Heights,
between 5 and 5:30 a.m. The consen-
sus, based on the weather forecast and
the road conditions at the time, was
that the snowfall would not interfere
with arrival and dismissal.

However, the weather changed rap-
idly between 5:30 and 6:30 a.m. The
snow was coming down much harder
than reported. The chief of police in
Berkeley Heights advised Mrs. Rattner
at 6:45 a.m. that the road conditions in
Berkeley Heights were worsening and
it was not safe to drive. Another factor
was that the on-line weather forecasts
did not reflect the current conditions.

Mrs. Rattner contacted me and I
again consulted with Chief Debbie.
The decision was then made to close
school. We tried to get the word out as
quickly as possible, fully realizing
that in some situations students were
already on the buses and had to turn
around.

With regard to transporting high
school students, as indicated in all of
our notifications, if the Mountainside
Schools are closed we do not send
buses to Berkeley Heights or the Union
County Vocational Technical Schools.

Again I regret the inconvenience of
the late call but your children’s safety
is always at the center of the decision.

Nancy Lubarsky
Mountainside Chief School

Administrator

Let County Open Space Trust Fund
Die As It Was Scam on Taxpayers

I’ve read both the “Patch of Grass”
on-line editorial in Jaffe Communi-
cations and The Star Ledger’s Op-ed
article, “New Jersey’s Open Space
Crisis,” that opined New Jersey’s fi-
nancially strapped Open Space Trust
Fund. However, we must also recog-
nize that even if it is funded, a big
problem within the law remains: how
is the grant money being expended?

Here in Union County, the taxpay-
ers passed an Open Space referen-
dum back in year 2000. It was a feel
good issue and easily passed. It is
funded by a 3.7 percent assessment
all properties in the county. It has
brought in, and still brings in, around
$10 million annually. However, down
deep in the referendum’s wording is
a little known fact that open space
trust monies can also go towards the
operation and maintenance of recre-
ational facilities; to include: legal
costs, surveys, studies and bonding
attorneys. The county then went on a
spending spree for the next five years
borrowing (bonding) a lot of the
money, in addition to the tax monies
collected, to pay for open space prop-

erty. Keep in mind that all open space
acquired thru the program must re-
main open space. One example: here
in Union County the old Esposito
farm, in Clark, is no longer a farm but
now a paved over playground. An-
other, the old Oak Ridge Golf Course,
will now have a new indoor skating
rink and other assorted buildings on
its once open space. Ain’t no farm-
land being preserved for any future
generations!

Even more egregious, due to a
runaway Union County budget these
past five years, the county free-
holders started to drain open space
fund monies to help balance the
county budget. In Union County
some employees working on non-
OSTF purchased properties (GHCC
is one) are paid with money from
the fund; despite the fact that the
property was not purchased from
fund monies. They now pay these
employee salaries under the guise
that it is for open space operation
and maintenance. Last year this
practice cost the fund $6 million of
the $10 million collected. The bal-
ance of course goes toward debt
service and miscellaneous profes-
sional costs along with an annual
$1 million grant give back to the
local towns right before the No-
vember election. Their spurious
actions now leave the Union County
Open Space Trust Fund devoid of
its true intent/purpose, to buy and
preserve open land. Fact: in 2013
the freeholders did not purchase
any land at all. It will be the same in
year 2014; despite the fact that the
fund is funded and raided each and
every year of over $10 million of
our tax dollars. Voila - no money let
in the fund for land preservation!

Open space preservation is cer-
tainly a good cause, but funding the
program is not the problem — the
problem is how it is administered.
With millions being spent on salaries
on non-OSTF properties with no ac-
countability it just becomes Union
County’s secret slush fund to bloat
the budget. If this is the case through-
out New Jersey then I say let the trust
fund die out. The way the fund is
administered is a scam perpetrated
on the taxpayers who voted for it. It’s
lost its shine.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
final ordinances as follows were passed
and adopted by the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield at a meeting thereof
held on December 17, 2013.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2013

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
ORDINANCE 1869

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2014

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 20

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on JANUARY 2, 2013, at 7:30
pm., Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application of Martin & Joann
Minnicino, 4 Allenby Lane, Block 14901,
Lot 2, R-1 Zone who propose the construc-
tion of a one-story, one-car garage addi-
tion to the existing dwelling contrary to the
following section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 7a –
Side yard setback. Minimum required:
50 feet. Proposed: 44.83 feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/19/13, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott
McDonald; 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
New Jersey 07041

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed C-3 Sewer Operator as
required by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2014 through
December 31, 2014

AMOUNT: Amount of $10,200.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2014
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE:

“2014 CURBSIDE COLLEC-
TION AND MARKETING OF
RECYCLABLE MATERIAL IN
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY”.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO
AT LEAST TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE
BASE AMOUNT OF THE BID, BUT NOT
LESS THAN $500.00 NOR MORE THAN
$20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21) EACH
BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPANIED BY
A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE
STATING THAT SAID SURETY COM-
PANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH
THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND
IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE CON-
TRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-22), BY A NON-
COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF OWNER-
SHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN
AND EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 12/19/13, The Leader Fee: $58.14

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings January 15th,
evenings January 8th.
CHHA, classes start

evenings January 20th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends January 12th.

High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare

(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES MINI ESTATE SALE

Mini Estate Sale - Living Room, Dining
Room, Bedroom Furniture, Hand
Woven Area Rugs & misc. artwork.

January 4, 2014
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Swans Mill Lane
Scotch Plains, NJ

(908) 472-3045
Some pictures upon request.

SEEKING NANNY

Westfield family needs a full-time
nanny/mother's helper, Monday-
Thursday, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Position is available now. Looking
for a caregiver to primarily assist
the grandmothers in taking care
of a three year-old girl and her
two-month old sister.
Experienced nannies are pre-
ferred; must love kids and be highly
trustworthy and responsible. En-
joys reading, counting/numbers,
and playing games with the kids.
Please provide your own trans-
portation. Some light housekeep-
ing and errands may be required.

Contact:
redbank972@gmail.com

EXPERIENCED LINE COOKS

Seeking experienced Line Cooks
for Private Country Club in Central
New Jersey. Minimum of 5 years’
experience in a fine dining club,
hotel or restaurant. Culinary school
graduate strongly preferred.
Must be proficient in classic and
modern cuisine terminology and
techniques. We offer health
benefits, paid vacations and 401K
plan. Only qualified applicants will
be considered. Email resume to:

jabril1114@aol.com
(908) 232-4141

www.goleader.com

MAYORAL VISIT…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr came to speak to the third
grade students at School One Elementary on December 12. The students have
been learning about local government and Mayor Mahr presented an informa-
tive speech about local government and the role of the mayor. She also touched
on the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a community. She was well received
by the students and answered their many questions.

SP-F Scholarship Foundation
To Award Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation invites all high-school se-
niors and college students residing
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood to
apply for the many scholarships
available through the Foundation.

Some awards are need-based,
while others have different criteria
for selection, such as the intent to
pursue an education focused on
teaching, nursing, mathematics,
veterinary science, foreign lan-
guage, music or fine arts, among
others. Scholarships also are of-
fered to students who have shown
an interest in various areas during
their high-school career, such as
social service organizations, Scout-
ing or athletics.

A full description is available in
the application booklet, which can
be accessed online at the
Foundation’s new website,
spfscholarshipfoundation.org, at
spfk12.org (see “2014 Local Schol-
arships Booklet” under “Announce-
ments” on the school district’s home
page) or in the guidance office of
area high schools. The major crite-
rion for eligibility is that the appli-
cant resides in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood; an applicant need not be
a graduate of Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School.

In addition to the application,
the Foundation requires a personal
letter from the applicant, a letter of
reference and an official high-
school transcript, including SAT
and/or ACT scores, or an official
college transcript. Individuals are
asked to see the application book-
let for details.

Applications should be mailed
to: Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-

arship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 and must be
postmarked by Saturday, February
15, 2014. Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned. In-
complete or unsigned applications
may not be considered.

In the past 47 years, 2,523 stu-
dents have received $2,507,042 in
scholarship aid. Scholarships are
funded through a community-wide
appeal in the spring and through
Dollars for Students, the
Foundation’s annual house-to-house
canvass, which will take place
March 29 and 30, 2014. Other schol-
arships are administered by the
Foundation, but are funded by other
community organizations; for ex-
ample, every Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) in the district funds at
least one scholarship. Applications
are reviewed by a Screening Com-
mittee consisting of four trustees
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation and PTA
representatives from the public
schools.

For further information, access
spfscholarshipfoundation.org or call
Mary Ball Cappio at (908) 889-
8155, or contact the Foundation at
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

HERITAGE FEAST…The students in Jackie Duffy’s third grade class at School
One Elementary in Scotch Plains completed a Heritage Project by creating a
poster about their heritage to present to the class. Each child brought in food
representing their heritage to share at “Heritage Feast” on November 27. Some
children dressed up, brought items that represented their heritage and one child
performed an Irish dance.

Summit Vigil Remembers Victims
Of Newtown, Conn. Tragedy

Conjuring up images of some an-
cient ritual, approximately 100 people
braved the snow this past Saturday to
come together to remember the chil-
dren and adults who died in Newtown,
Conn. one year ago. We stood in a large
circle as the lights went down and a
single flame was passed, one to the
other, as we each lit a candle in remem-
brance. Tears streaming down our faces,
we tried to make sense of what had
happened.

The vigil was held at the Central
Presbyterian Church in Summit. I only
knew one other person in the room, but
the sense of community lay over us like
a soft blanket. The program opened
with the Children’s Choir of St. Teresa
singing “This Little Light of Mine.”
The beauty of their voices took my
breath away. Their bright eyes and
flushed cheeks brought life and inno-
cence to the somber mood of the adults
sitting in the audience.

The high vaulted ceiling of the
church’s community room with the
long red velvet curtains on the stage
was the backdrop to this outpouring of
love and bewilderment. In our hearts
we were all trying to understand this
horrific act of anger. “How do we
wrench meaning from this tragedy?”
asked Reverend Vanessa Southern.

One of the speakers was Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich who
did not mince words. He opened with
“I hate this subject,” and then went on
to talk about assault rifles. “The assault
rifle’s only function is to kill human
beings. No one needs this kind of
weapon. This is a killing machine. It’s
not made to hunt, but to kill people,” he
told the gathering. Although the vigil
had been advertised, no elected offi-
cials had bothered to attend. No one
with the power to pass gun control
legislation was there.

Although a majority of the public
favors banning assault weapons this is
too much for our legislators to get
done. Congress has done nothing. The
New Jersey Legislature did pass a pack-
age of gun control measures but Gov-
ernor Christie vetoed the centerpiece
of the legislation which would have
mandated instant background checks.

After the Sheriff spoke, William

Edwards, a Vietnam vet came to the
microphone. He spoke with a quiet
dignity. He opened with, “Life is a
sacred gift. Witnessing the act of killing
destroys the human spirit.” He told us
what he had seen in Vietnam and de-
scribed his return, “I was safe but my
soul and my spirit were lost.” He en-
couraged the people there to act. “That’s
how change happens. One person at a
time.”

Rabbi Avi Friedman introduced the
next segment which was the reading of
the names of the 20 children gunned
down in a matter of minutes last De-
cember and the names of the six educa-
tors who died with them. The names
were read by 7th graders from South
Orange Middle School; their sweet
young voices bringing the names to
life, connecting each name with the
young life that was gone. The Rabbi
read out the names of the adults killed
and included Adam Lanza, the shooter,
and his mother. I know that Adam is
reviled by many, but the Rabbi in-
cluded him because, he too, is a victim.
A victim of his life and the pain that life
brought him.

Music rounded out the evening.
Karen Egert of Westfield sang the song
“Sweet Angel” which she composed
and a recording of “My Beautiful Town”
by the Newtown Youth Voices was
played. The beauty of the words and
the voices only bringing home to those
of us there how much will be missed by
those innocent children.

To close the program, Reverend
Southern told of how the parents in
Newtown are asking people to perform
26 acts of kindness in honor of their
children. I will be trying, for the next 26
days, to do just that. A kind word.
Patience. A donation of time or money.

As I left the church it was still snow-
ing. The clean blast of cold air soothed
my eyes, blurred and swollen from
tears. The fresh air of the fallen snow
smelled good after the oppressive gloom
of the church. As I looked out over the
field with a lighted Christmas tree in
the distance, I cried anew at the
snowmen not being built in Newtown
this winter.

Ann Ormsby Cary
Westfield

Group Homes Fire Suppression
Bill Opposed by Community Access Unlimited

TRENTON – Legislation to re-
quire installation of automatic resi-
dential fire suppression systems and
fire alarm protection systems in all
group homes including hallways and
living, dining and kitchen areas and
bedrooms at all group homes through-
out New Jersey was released Mon-
day by an Assembly panel.

The Group Home Fire Safety Act,
A-1843, is opposed by Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) and other
groups representing the disabled com-
munity, which note that the legisla-
tion would require that all group
homes have sprinkler systems in-
stalled within four years. In addition
to the CAU, the Association for the
Betterment of Citizens with Disabili-
ties (ABCD), the N.J. Association of
Community Providers (NJACP), the
Arc of N.J., the N.J. Council on De-
velopmental Disabilities (NJCDD),
Department of Human Services
(DHS)/Division of Developmental
Disabilities (DDD), and the Sup-

ported Housing Association (SHA)
also oppose the bill.

According to a press release from
groups, there are a number of reasons
for their opposition of this bill: Due
to licensing that are put in place
through DHS/DDD and OPIA ratios
of staff to individuals served ensure
the safe evacuation of all residents in
less than three minutes. A recent sam-
pling of an unannounced overnight
fire drills conducted by state and lo-
cal fire officials throughout the state
resulted in 93 percent of the drills
being successful. The unsuccessful
drills were for a variety of reasons,
one of which was that residents did
not want to get up in the middle of the
night knowing that it was a drill.

According to the National Fire Pro-
tection Association, the incidence of
fire in a therapeutic residence for
people with disabilities is .0017 per-
cent - one of many compelling statis-
tics. People with developmental dis-
abilities living in a community facil-
ity have substantially less incidences
of structural fires and substantially
fewer deaths, when compared to the
general population.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe
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Fanwood Church Benefits
From Halloween for Hunger

Nick Stone and Greg Kraus

FANWOOD - Christopher Stone,
founded “Halloween for Hunger” in
2006 as a service learning project
while at Park Middle School. He
continued the project for many years
and during that time, he collected doz-
ens of cases of food which were do-
nated to local food pantries to include
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.

For the past three years, Nick
Stone, Chris’s younger brother, con-
tinued his brother’s project and with
the help of his friend, Greg Kraus,
Halloween for Hunger was once
again a huge success.

This year, the boys donated the
food collected to The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church.

In a thank you letter sent to the
young men, the church administra-
tor stated, “It is reassuring to know
we can continue to support the needs
of families in our community
through the generosity or organiza-
tions such as yours, Halloween for
Hunger.”

Although Chris is off at college,
he is extremely proud of his brother,
Nick, for the tremendous commu-

nity service that he has performed.
“While Halloween for Hunger was
my creation, I am so proud of Nick
for stepping up and volunteering to
take on this project, it is definitely
needed and ensuring the donations
benefit the needy in our own com-
munity is awesome,” Chris said.

FEELING EMPOWERED…Eleven sophomore girls at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison attended the 10th annual young women’s confer-
ence “My Journey, My Voice: Empowering Young Women” on December 4.
It was a day filled with interactive and educational workshops that provided
the students an opportunity to gain valuable knowledge and resources, as well
as tools to share the information with the rest of their student body. Students
who attended included Cecily D’Amore of Scotch Plains, Charlotte Sweeney
of Cranford, Dana Afflu of Edison, Arianna Caiola of Westfield, Sydney
Hughes of Parlin, Tal Sherman of Plainfield, Sonali Shah of Edison, Alex
Garces of North Brunswick, Anisa Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Antonia Santangelo
of Rahway and Makena Mugambi of Edison.

UC Seniors Named New
Jersey Rising Scholars

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic High School is proud to
announce that Seniors Roberto
Benoit of Linden, Jared Burke of
Plainfield, Bianca Greene of Plain-
field, Maya Haynie of Maplewood,
Brianna Johnson of Piscataway, and
Tatiyana Lofton of Scotch Plains
have been selected as recipients of
the 2013 New Jersey Rising Schol-
ars Student Recognition Award.

The New Jersey Rising Scholars
Student Recognition Program was
established by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education, in collabo-
ration with the New Jersey Amistad
Commission and the Malcolm Ber-
nard Historically Black Colleges
and Universities committee, to
honor the academic achievement of
high school seniors from diverse
backgrounds who are interested in

attending a Historically Black Col-
lege or University (HBCU).

The criteria for Rising Scholar
students is attendance at a New Jer-
sey public, private or charter school,
a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher
and a SAT score of 1350 or above.

Each Rising Scholar has the op-
portunity to meet recruiters partici-
pating in the Malcolm Bernard
HBCU College Fair from which
they may be able to receive applica-
tion fee waivers. They may also be
eligible for one of several $1,000
HBCU Rising Scholar Fund Schol-
arships to be announced in the
spring of 2014.

For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost
Catholic secondary schools. For in-
formation, visit unioncatholic.org.

RISING SCHOLARS…Six Union Catholic High School students have been
selected as recipients of the 2013 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student Recognition
Award. Pictured from left to right are Roberto Benoit of Linden, Jared Burke of
Plainfield, Bianca Greene of Plainfield, Maya Haynie of Maplewood, Brianna
Johnson of Piscataway, and Tatiyana Lofton of Scotch Plains.

Children in Trouble With the Law?

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Visual Art Center
Salon Series Schedule

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey announced
the schedule for its Thursday
Evening Salon Series.

The following is a list of the
presentations: March 6 – Govern-
ment, Money and Art; March 20 -
Flappers & Sheiks: Fashion in the
Twenties; April 3 - A View from
the Podium; April 17 - Burnt Shad-
ows: Visions of the Post-Apoca-
lypse. the Thursday Evening Sa-
lon Series programs are from 7:30
to 9 p.m.

The series is free but reserva-
tions can be made by calling (908)
273-9121. Visit
www.artcenternj.org for more in-
formation.

HOLIDAY FUN…Freeholder Alexander Mirabella visits with the owners of
Nick’s Pizza and Deli on Martine Avenue in Fanwood during a party for parents
and children from many community based agencies. The families enjoyed an
evening of dinner, gifts, a bit of magic, and of course Santa. Pictured, left. to right,
are: Paul Watterson, owner of Nick’s Pizza. Freeholder Mirabella, Santa Claus,
Tony an employee at the restaurant, and Jessica Watterson, Paul’s wife.

BENEFIT EVENT...Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey and Literacy Volunteers
of Union County recently held their Literacy Volunteers Gala 2013, which raised
more than $75,000. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jessica Tomkins, executive
director of Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey; singer/songwriter and author
Roseanne Cash, who was honored at the event, and Elizabeth Gloeggler, execu-
tive director of Literacy Volunteers of Union County.

Fanwood Library Launches
Close the Gap Campaign

FANWOOD — The trustees of
the Fanwood Memorial Library
have launched a fund drive to close
the gap between increased patron
demand and decreased government
funding.

A mailer has been delivered to
each Fanwood household with in-
formation for donating online or
by mail. Money raised in the drive
will be used to shore up two vital
areas residents identified as “not
adequate” in the library’s spring
survey: new books (and other ma-
terials) and technology upgrades.

“Response to the library survey
was very encouraging,” said
Sheldon Ross, president of the
library’s board of trustees. “The
community recognizes the value
of its library, not only as a cultural
institution but also as a vital re-
source for our students and civic
organizations.”

Like so many libraries nation-
ally, the Fanwood Library has be-
come much more than a place to
check out books. It also offers all
types of information, access to
technology, space for literacy pro-
grams and vibrant programs for all
ages. During Hurricane Sandy, it
even served as a place to warm up,

charge e-devices and exchange
critical community information.

Since 2009, library funding has
plummeted more than $40,000. Li-
brary Director Dan Weiss reports
that during the same period circu-
lation has climbed 22 percent and
patron visits are up 11 percent.
Patrons are asking for more e-
books and bestsellers, better com-
puters, faster Internet connectivity
and better meeting spaces. And
while less than 2 percent of each
Fanwood household’s property-tax
assessment goes toward library
support, the current tax cap pre-
vents the library from receiving
any additional government funds.

Even before residents received
the mailers, more than $2,000 has
been collected toward the board’s
$10,000 goal. Patrons, Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library,
supporters, and 100 percent of the
library trustees have all donated.

Secure online tax-deductible do-
nations to help close the gap can
be made at fanwoodlibrary.org.
Contributions may be made in
honor of or in memory of some-
one. Donations also may be mailed
or delivered to the library at 5 For-
est Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Donate Unwnated Vehicle to
Community Access Unlimited

ELIZABETH — Community Ac-
cess Unlimited (CAU) provides sup-
port programs and services to people
with disabilities and youth served un-
der the Department of Children and
Families (DCF) to enable them to live
independently in the community, in
areas including housing, vocational
and life-skills training, education, ad-
vocacy and recreation.

CAU agency operates a Vehicle
Donation Program through which
members with disabilities or those
aging out of the child services system
are provided a used vehicle donated
by agency supporters. The vehicle is
free as long as the member takes the
initiative to secure their license and
CAU pays the first six months to a year
of insurance and also provides some
upkeep.

“This program changes lives dra-
matically, which means those people
donating these vehicles change lives
dramatically,” said Cara Pavia, CAU
fundraising and marketing coordina-
tor. “You’re giving the individual the
opportunity for employment that re-
quires travel or is just outside walk-
ing distance. You’re providing them
with the ability to get to school and
earn a degree, strengthening their fu-
ture. And you’re expanding their so-
cial life.”

Saquan Brown, 23, received a 1998
Honda Civic this June after earning
his license in September 2012. He
had been saving money to buy a car
but was fortunate to receive one
through the program.

“It made a dramatic impact on my
life,” he said. “I make it to work on
time. I’m able to make it to class. I
get to more job interviews,” Saquan
said. He has been a member of CAU
since he was 18. He lives in an apart-

ment within the agency’s Support-
ive Housing program. Getting a car
and his own apartment were two of
the goals he set for himself, which
will allow him to live fully indepen-
dently.

Ms. Pavia stresses that the CAU
Advantage of the Vehicle Donation
Program would not be possible with-
out the generosity of those support-
ers providing the vehicles. She also
noted that the benefit they receive
from their donations exceeds those
of similar programs elsewhere.

CAU will pick up a donated ve-
hicle from any location in New Jer-
sey and perform a quick inspection
to make sure the vehicle is in good
working condition and has limited
cosmetic damage. If the vehicle is
accepted, CAU provides the owner
with a letter verifying the donation
and allowing them to claim 100 per-
cent of the vehicle’s value on their
taxes, since the vehicle is not sold
for a lesser value.

Anyone interested in donating a
vehicle should contact Gene Tavera,
the information and referral assis-
tant director at CAU, at (908) 354-
3040, ext. 272, or email him at
info@caunj.org.

Literacy Volunteers Gala
Raises More Than $75K

SCOTCH PLAINS – Literacy Vol-
unteers of New Jersey and Literacy
Volunteers of Union County raised
more than $75,000 for the organiza-
tions’ free adult tutoring program
when the two groups celebrated “Im-
proving Lives through Literacy” at
the Literacy Volunteers Gala 2013,
held recently at Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains.

The event drew more than 240
people from across New Jersey while
honoring Grammy Award-winning
singer/songwriter and author
Rosanne Cash, Commissioner
Harold J. Wirths of the State of New
Jersey Department of Labor and
Workforce Development, the Rev-
erend Dr. DeForest B. Soaries, Jr.,
senior pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Lincoln Gardens, and
Henry Goldsmith of Mays Landing,
retired Literacy Volunteers of New
Jersey president.

Proceeds will go to support Lit-
eracy Volunteers Basic Skills, En-
glish-as-a-Second Language, GED
Test Prep and Citizenship programs.

Literacy Volunteers recruits, trains,
supervises and supports volunteers to
provide free, student-centered tutor-
ing for adults struggling to read, write
and speak English. The organization
also prepares adult students for the
GED high school equivalency exam.

“Thanks to our Gala 2013 commit-
tee, co-chaired by Carl Salisbury,
Esq., of Westfield and Hollie Teslow,
Esq., of Morristown, we garnered
tremendous support from businesses
and individuals across New Jersey,”
said Elizabeth Gloeggler, executive
director of Literacy Volunteers of
Union County. “We are so apprecia-

tive of this terrific outpouring of sup-
port – it will enable us to dramatically
improve lives through literacy.”

C.R. Bard, Inc. was the Platinum
Event Sponsor. Kilpatrick Townsend
was the Gold Sponsor, and PSE&G
was the Silver Sponsor.

Award-winning journalist Brian
Thompson of NBC 4 New York served
as the evening’s Master of Ceremo-
nies. Comedian and actor Dave
Goldstein, who has appeared on NBC’s
“Late Night with Conan O’Brien,”
conducted the Gala Live Auction.

Holiday Blood Drive with
The Celebration Singers

CRANFORD - As part of the Cel-
ebration Singers 75th Anniversary
Celebration, they will be co-host-
ing a blood drive on Sunday, De-
cember 29, from 1-7 p.m. with a
Celebration Singers member, Katie
Gordon. All are encouraged to do-
nate blood.

The event will take place at the
Cranford United Methodist Church
located at 201 Lincoln Avenue East,
Cranford. Email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
with any questions about this event.
This blood drive is also part of the
Super Community Blood Drive, so
all donors will be entered into
sweepstakes for Super Bowl tick-
ets.

The Celebration Singers have
been entertaining audiences within

the tri-state area for 75 years. Our
goal has been to provide high-qual-
ity musical programs that have a
wide range of musical styles, to
provide musical education for au-
diences and members alike, and
most of all, to have fun in doing it!
The Celebration Singers have seen
some of the rewards of this effort as
they continue to see members of the
Youth Choir from years past join
the ranks of the adult choir and
become music educators within the
communities.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council for the
Arts, Department of State, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS IS CAROLS...Yuletide
Carolers entertain shoppers in
Westfield as part of the “Welcome
Home to Westfield” holiday events.
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POLICE BLOTTER

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

www.mastermemorials.com

– Obituaries –

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Virginia Peterson, 91, Owned Business;
Was Active With Church and Hospital

Mrs. Virginia Ruh “Ginny”
Peterson, 91, died on Thursday,
November 21, 2013, at her home
in Hope, N.J.

Memorial services will
be held at the First Pres-
byterian Church in
Blairstown on Friday,
December 27, at 11 a.m.

Private burial services
were held at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield on
Wednesday, November 27.

Born in Bayonne, N.J.,
Mrs. Peterson had lived
in Westfield for 58 years
before moving to Hope
in 1983.

Mrs. Peterson and her
late husband, Albert
‘Pete,’ were the owners of
Peterson’s Liquors in Westfield for
34 years, retiring in 1979.

Mrs. Peterson was a life member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, where she also taught
Sunday school and was a volun-
teer driver for shut-ins.

She was a volunteer at Overlook
Hospital in Summit and a member
of the Junior League in Westfield,
the Hope Historical Society and

H.O.P.E. (Help Our Preservation
Effort).

She is survived by her children,
Hope Peterson Lucas
(and her husband, John
A. Lucas) and Peter
John Peterson (and his
wife, Betsy Pritchett
Peterson). She also is
survived by her grand-
children,  Seth
Peterson Lucas, Noah
Peterson Lucas, Jonah
Peterson Lucas,
Hannah Ruh Lucas,
Luke Irlam Peterson
and Virginia Page
Peterson.

She was predeceased
by her husband, Albert

Edward Peterson, Jr., and her brother,
John “Jack” Ruh, Jr.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory may be made to the
Dystonia Medical Research Foun-
dation, 1 East Wacker Drive, Suite
2810, Chicago, IL 60601 or to Ani-
mal Care Sanctuary, P.O. Box A,
East Smithfield, PA 18817.

December 19, 2013

Virginia Peterson

Joseph McSweeney, Prudential Retiree;
U. S. Navy Veteran and Rutgers Fan

Joseph M. McSweeney of Westfield
passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, December 5, 2013, surrounded
by his loving family.

Mr. McSweeney was born in
Roselle and resided in Westfield for
more than 50 years. He was a veteran
of the U.S. Navy and served during
World War II. Joseph received his
Master of Business Administration
degree from Rutgers University and
was a senior systems analyst and
project manager for Prudential In-
surance Company in Roseland for 40
years before retiring many years ago.

He was an avid Rutgers fan who
loved playing golf and bowling along
with supporting the Westfield Soccer
Association.

Joseph is survived by his loving

wife of 60 years, Patricia, and their
children, Glenn and his wife, Chris-
tine, and Kathleen Cristiano and her
husband, Robert. He also will be
deeply missed by his six grandchil-
dren, Danielle and Nicole Cristiano
along with Matthew, Sean, Danny
and Timmy McSweeney.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
on Monday, December 9, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Entombment followed at
St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home of Westfield.

December 19, 2013

Jersey Cares Coat Drive
Underway at Area Sites

WESTFIELD AREA — The non-
profit organization Jersey Cares pres-
ently is conducting its 18th Annual
Coat Drive. From now through Fri-
day, February 7, 2014, Jersey Cares
plans to collect and distribute more
than 60,000 “gently used” winter
coats to men, women and children in
need throughout New Jersey.

This year, the Jersey Cares Coat
Drive is partnering with the 2014 NY/
NJ Super Bowl Host Committee, Wal-
Mart and New York Cares to create
The Super Community Coat Drive —
the largest coat drive ever held in the
tri-state area.

In the Westfield and surrounding
areas, there are three locations avail-
able where people are able to donate
coats throughout the Jersey Cares
Coat Drive:

RE/MAX Integrity Advantage, 501A

Springfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights
— Coats are accepted Monday through
Friday, noon to 5 p.m., and Saturday
and Sunday, noon to 3 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 665-0600.

Charlie Brown’s Fresh Grill, 2376
North Avenue, Scotch Plains — Coats
accepted Monday through Friday,
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-3443.

21st Legislative District, 251 North
Avenue West, second floor, Westfield
— Coats accepted Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 232-2073.

Companies, churches, fire depart-
ments, police stations, schools and
other organizations set up sites across
the state to collect coats. Coats are
then delivered by collection site rep-
resentatives to the nearest container
site. Volunteers there sort the do-
nated coats and bag them for pickup,
after which non-profit organizations
pick up their coats and distribute
them to people in need. For more
information about Jersey Cares, visit
jerseycares.org.

Professor Kedar to Discuss
Struggle Over Jerusalem

AREA — The Israel Support
Committee of Central New Jersey
and the Community Relations
Committee of Greater MetroWest
invites members of the community
to a presentation by Professor
Mordechai Kedar on “Jerusalem
— What’s the Struggle all About?”

His presentation will take place
on Sunday, January 12, at 3 p.m. at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, lo-
cated at 111 Valley Road in Clark.
The public is invited. Light re-
freshments will be served. A $5
contribution is suggested.

A professor of Arabic studies at
Bar Ilan University in Israel, Pro-
fessor Kedar served for 25 years in
the IDF Military Intelligence, and
is a reserve lieutenant colonel. He
specialized in Islamic culture and
politics.

Professor Kedar is fluent in He-
brew, English and Arabic and is
frequently asked for his insights
by both the Israeli Knesset and the
U.S. Congress. His interview on
Al Jazeera, seen by hundreds of
thousands on YouTube, made him
one of the few Arab-speaking ad-
vocates for Israel to be seen on

Arab television.
Mr. Kedar’s presentation follows

his standing-room-only lecture last
year on “Understanding the Mos-
lem Middle East.”

The Israel Support Committee
of Central New Jersey consists of
representatives from Congregation
Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael of
Springfield, Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield, Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark and
Temple Beth El/Mekor Chayim of
Cranford. The committee’s mis-
sion is to disseminate information
about issues affecting Israel and to
provide support for the people and
State of Israel.

The Community Relations Com-
mittee of Greater MetroWest is the
public policy and advocacy arm of
Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest New Jersey, which is
the largest Jewish Federation in
New Jersey.

To register and obtain additional
information,  contact  Conrad
Nadell at conradwho@gmail.com
or at (908) 654-3169.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

R.T.

FASHIONABLE GROUP...Members of Congregation Beth Israel and The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation volunteered to model and perform at the sixth
annual Fashion and Talent Show, held December 15 at the synagogue. Eighteen
men, women and children modeled fashions provided by Lord & Taylor of
Westfield, and eight performers showcased their talents before an audience of
approximately 100 people. Proceeds from the fundraiser will benefit The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation — a non-profit organization that provides emo-
tional and material support to New Jersey’s children with cancer and their
families – and Congregation Beth Israel, both in Scotch Plains. Pictured are
fashion models in Congregation Beth Israel’s social hall.

County Posts Holiday Hours
For Recreation Facilities

COUNTY — Special holiday
hours are announced for Union
County’s recreation facilities and its
Parks Reservation Desk in Westfield.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter will be closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day, Tuesday and
Wednesday, December 24 and 25,
and New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day, Tuesday and Wednesday, De-
cember 31 and January 1.

Watchung Stables will be closed
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day,
Wednesdays, December 25 and Janu-
ary 1.

Warinanco Skating Center will
close at 3 p.m. Christmas Eve and
New Year’s Eve, Tuesdays, Decem-
ber 24 and 31; will be closed Christ-
mas Day, Wednesday, December 25,

and will reopen at 1 p.m. on New
Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1.
Extra public skating sessions will be
held Thursday, Friday and Monday,
December 26, 27 and 30, and Wednes-
day, January 1, starting at 1 p.m.

The public is invited to take part in
Open Public Skating sessions from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 1 to 3 p.m.,
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., 6 to 8 p.m. and 8:30
to 10:30 p.m. The Friday session
from 6 to 8 p.m. will be a Family
Session — children age 17 and under
must be accompanied by an adult.

The Parks Reservation Desk in
Westfield will be closed Tuesday,
December 24, through Wednesday,
January 1. For assistance, visit the
Parks Reservation Desk in Eliza-
beth or call (908) 527-4900.

Westfield
Monday, December 9, Katherine

Parsons, 35, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 200 block of Lenox
Avenue on multiple warrants from
Westfield. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting a total of
$640 bail.

Tuesday, December 10, a theft
was reported on the 600 block of
West North Avenue. One or more
unknown individuals are alleged to
have stolen approximately $6,400
in jewelry from a local business.

Tuesday, December 10, Antonio
Martins, 54, of Garwood was ar-
rested at the corner of South Av-
enue and Cacciola Place on charges
of disorderly conduct and resist-
ing arrest, along with an active
Cranford warrant. Cranford au-
thorities released Martins on his
own recognizance. After process-
ing he was released with a Decem-
ber 29 court date on the Westfield
charges.

Wednesday, December 11, a bur-
glary and theft was reported at a
residence on the 100 block of Ce-
dar Street. Someone unknown
gained entry to the residence and
stole approximately $1,540 worth
of property.

Saturday, December 14, Robert
M. Broadbent, 26, of Westfield
turned himself in at police head-
quarters on an outstanding $114
Westfield traffic warrant. He was
released after posting bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 11, a resi-

dent of the 200 block of Midway
Avenue reported a delivered pack-
age, valued at $100, was stolen
from his front porch.

Thursday,  December 12,
Baseemah Reynolds,  34,  of
Irvington was arrested on an ac-
tive warrant out of Linden after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block
of Terrill Road. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, December 13, a business
on the 60 block of South Avenue
reported that someone gained en-
try after breaking the front win-
dow. According to police, it is un-
known at this time what is missing.

Saturday, December 14, David
Weber, 40, of Jersey City was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 200 block of Terrill
Road on an active warrant out of
Perth Amboy. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, December 14, Amanda
Lake, 29, of North Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on the 100 block of South
Avenue on an active warrant out of
Plainfield. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, December 14, a resi-
dent of the 100 block of Pleasant
Avenue reported that someone en-
tered her house. According to po-
lice, it is unknown at this time if
anything is missing.

Sunday, December 15, a resi-
dent of the 300 block of La Grande
Avenue reported that someone had
entered her house and removed an
unknown amount of cash.

Monday, December 16, Gabriele
Banda-Jerome, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on an active warrant
out of Metuchen and a charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia
after the motor vehicle in which
she was a passenger was stopped
for a violation at East 7th Street
and Terrill Road. She was pro-

cessed, posted bail and released
pending a court hearing.

Tuesday, December 17, Neil
Keogh, 33, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), speeding, care-
less driving, failure to stop at a
stop sign, having an expired
driver’s license and being an unin-
sured motorist. The arrest occurred
after an officer attempted to make
a motor vehicle stop on Russell
Road, but the vehicle attempted to
flee and spun out at the corner of
North Avenue and Russell Road,
causing a one-car accident.

Keogh was asked to perform
multiple field sobriety tests at the
scene, which he failed. He was
processed and transported to the
Union County Corrections Depart-
ment for an immigration warrant.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 11, a resi-

dent of Raritan Road reported that
someone removed his laptop com-
puter, valued at approximately
$600, while he went to the hospi-
tal. While he was gone there were
numerous workers in his room,
police reported.

Wednesday, December 11, a resi-
dent of Park Avenue reported that
someone opened up an account us-
ing her name. The victim said she
was made aware of the situation
after she received an invoice stat-
ing she owed $780.

Wednesday, December 11, a resi-
dent of Rahway Road reported that
sometime during the day someone
entered her residence and removed
several thousand dollars worth of
jewelry. According to police, en-
try was gained through a rear base-
ment window.

Thursday, December 12, a resi-
dent of Front Street reported that
someone made approximately
$180 worth of withdrawals from
his debit card without his authori-
zation.

Saturday, December 14, Rita
Seay-Veca, 60, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. According to police, Seay-Veca
failed multiple field sobriety tests
at the scene and was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Saturday, December 14, Kyle
Brennan, 22, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on Forest
Road. According to police, after
Brennan failed multiple field so-
briety tests at the scene, he was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, December 15, a resi-
dent of Tree View Lane reported
that sometime overnight someone
damaged her mailbox.

Mountainside
Monday, December 9, Ofelia

Alvarez, 74, of West New York was
arrested for driving with a sus-
pended license. She was processed
and released.

Wednesday, December 11, a taxi
cab driver came into police head-
quarters to report that he gave a
ride to a man in his 30s from Man-
hattan when the suspect unexpect-
edly jumped out of the cab at the
corner of Hillside Avenue and New
Providence Road. According to
police, the suspect, who was de-
scribed as a white male with a
stocky build and wearing a suit,
ran west on Hillside Avenue. The
cab fare was $105, police said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Scholarship Foundation
Is Seeking Applicants

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholar-
ship Foundation invites all high-
school seniors and college students
residing in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to apply for the many
scholarships available through the
Foundation.

Some awards are need-based,
while others have different criteria
for selection, such as the intent to
pursue an education focused on
teaching, nursing, mathematics,
veterinary science, foreign lan-
guage, music or fine arts, among
others. Scholarships also are of-
fered to students who have shown
an interest in various areas during
their high-school career, such as
social service organizations, Scout-
ing or athletics.

A full description is available in
the application booklet, which can
be accessed online at the
Foundation’s new website,
spfscholarshipfoundation.org; at
spfk12.org (see “2014 Local Schol-
arships Booklet” under “Announce-
ments” on the school district’s home
page) or in the guidance office of
area high schools. The major crite-
rion for eligibility is that the appli-
cant resides in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood; an applicant need not be
a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

In addition to the application,
the Foundation requires a personal
letter from the applicant, a letter of
reference and an official high-
school transcript, including SAT
and/or ACT scores, or an official
college transcript. Individuals are

asked to see the application book-
let for details.

Applications should be mailed
to: Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 and must be
postmarked by Saturday, February
15, 2014. Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned.
Incomplete or unsigned applica-
tions may not be considered.

In the past 47 years, 2,523 stu-
dents have received $2,507,042 in
scholarship aid. Scholarships are
funded through a community-wide
appeal in the spring and through
Dollars for Students,  the
Foundation’s annual house-to-
house canvass, which will take
place March 29 and 30, 2014. Other
scholarships are administered by
the Foundation, but are funded by
other community organizations;
for example, every Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) in the district
funds at least one scholarship.
Applications are reviewed by a
Screening Committee consisting of
four trustees from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation and PTA representatives
from the public schools.

For further information, access
spfscholarshipfoundation.org or
call Mary Ball Cappio at (908)
889-8155, or contact the Founda-
t ion at
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

UNICO to Sponsor
Holiday Shopping

CLARK — Clark UNICO will
sponsor a Holiday Flea Market and
Gift Show this Saturday, December
21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This event
will be held indoors and outdoors at
Arthur L. Johnson High School, lo-
cated at 365 Westfield Avenue, off
Raritan Road, in Clark. Admission
will be free.

More than 50 exhibitors will fea-
ture quality merchandise for sale, such
as handbags, sports collectibles, jew-
elry for all ages, clothing, dollar items,
gift items, gloves and scarves, toys,
perfumes, antiques and collectibles,
plus garage/tag sale items, all at bar-
gain prices. Food also will be avail-
able. For more information, call (201)
998-1144 or e-mail
events@jcpromotions.info.
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JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Christmas Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Saturday, December 21st • 11am - 5pm

The Perfect Gift for Christmas

Birthday Box Ensures
Day is Special for All

WESTFIELD — Tamaques El-
ementary mothers Stacy Bergerman
and Jennifer Wilner decided they
wanted to make a difference in their
community. After years of throwing
fun-filled birthday celebrations for
their own children, the moms felt it
was time to bring this happiness to
kids who might not as fortunate. The
Birthday Box was born.

The non-profit organization works
to ensure that children, regardless of
their families’ finan-
cial status, can enjoy
their special day by
receiving a box with
all the items needed
for a proper birthday
party, including a
cake, candles, party
decorations and new
wrapped gift.

Ms. Bergerman
and Ms. Wilner work with local orga-
nizations and agencies in Union, Essex
and Middlesex Counties, such as tran-
sitional housing facilities or after-
school programs, to identify a child
who will likely not be receiving any
special recognition on their birthday
due to financial and other constraints.

Ms. Bergerman and Ms. Wilner then
create a customized package – based
solely on a child’s age and first name
– which is anonymously delivered to
help ensure the birthday boy or girl
has a happy, tailored celebration.

To raise funds and obtain gifts, The
Birthday Box holds events and dona-

tion drives with various schools and
organizations in Union and Essex
Counties. Westfield’s Tamaques
School hosts a Birthday Box donation
bin year-round in the lobby to collect
items needed to be included in the
birthday boxes, such as new gifts,
forks, candles and wrapping paper
and tape.

“Every month I make an effort to
drop off something with my children,
whether it be leftover party favors,

wrapping paper, a
new book, or a
present my child had
a duplicate of from
his birthday party. I
think it’s a great way
to remind our chil-
dren how lucky they
are, and that giving
back to others less
fortunate is critical,”

said one Tamaques mother.
Since it started in 2010, The Birth-

day Box has delivered almost 700
boxes, 42 percent of them from this
year alone. Deliveries almost doubled
this year versus last year. Addition-
ally, in line with a vision to help chil-
dren not just in the local New Jersey
area, but around the country as well,
the organization started a division in
Maryland in 2013.

Visit www.thebirthdaybox.org or
email info@thebirthdaybox.org for
more information and to see what you
can to do be a part of this organiza-
tion,

’TIS THE SEASON…Evergreen Elementary School students had the opportunity
to experience the true meaning of the holidays by teaming up with Second Chance
Toys to donate hundreds of their own gently used plastic toys. The toys were
immediately transported with the generous help of 1-800-Got-Junk? to New Com-
munity Corporation Harmony House in Newark, a transitional housing facility,
where Newark Mayor Luis Quintana and Steve Weatherford, punter for the New
York Giants, were on hand to distribute the toys to all the deserving children.

The Birthday Box

SAFETY FIRST … Natalie Sokolov of Edison, Robert Dorsey of Colonia, Amelie
Leu of Metuchen, Hannah Yin of Scotch Plains and Zara Zaidi of Edison,
students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, participate in a safety
exercise presented by The Sambulance Safety Squad. The Sambulance, spon-
sored by Sahara Sam’s Oasis Indoor and Outdoor Water Park, is an ambulance
wrapped in fun colors and design, used as part of the program to introduce
children to an ambulance, the first responders who operate them, and the various
tools inside, such as oxygen units and back boards. The Sambulance Safety Squad
offers educational programming for schools and community groups designed to
educate students about safety awareness, emergency situations, first aid, and
water safety. Grades one and two participated in programs dealing with “stranger
danger” and safety awareness. Grades three and four had programs dealing with
emergency situations and first aid. At the conclusion of each program, the
students were given a tour of the ambulance.

PAJAMA DRIVE…The children in the “Fours” Classes at St. Paul’s Day School
in Westfield have collected pajamas in support of the Scholastic Reading Club
Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive, a nationwide effort to help children in need,
especially those living in group homes, shelters, foster care and orphanages.
Pictured, students display the generous donations from the St. Paul’s Day School
community.

ALL STATE MUSIC…Following a competitive statewide audition process, six
Westfield High School students were selected into prestigious All State musical
groups. Pictured, left to right, are: Kristin Hauge, Melanie Snyder and Katherine
Ko – All State Women’s Chorus, who will perform at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center in February; Julian Mone and Kim Roth – All State Mixed Chorus,
who are scheduled to appear at NJPAC and previously sang at the NJ Teachers
Convention in Atlantic City in November; and Alex DiFabio – All State Orches-
tra/Percussionist, who also performed in Atlantic City.

Sledding/Winter Sports In
Union County Parks

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
invites residents and visitors to enjoy
winter sports at designated areas in the
Union County Parks System, with
safety in mind.

Five areas are advised for sledding in
County parks: Briant Park (Summit),
Echo Lake Park at the “Summer Arts
Hill” near Springfield Avenue
(Westfield), areas of Lenape Park that
are not close to waterways (Cranford),
Meisel Park detention basin area
(Springfield), and Unami Park
(Garwood).

Persons visiting the parks for win-
ter sports should note that the Union
County park system is heavily
wooded, and the parks sit in proxim-
ity to roadways and bodies of water.
Toboggans, bobsleds and other non-
steerable devices are strongly dis-
couraged, and children should be
supervised at all times.

The park supervisor may suspend
sledding activities if there is not
enough snow to protect underlying
grass and soil, or if there are severe
ice conditions.

Cross-country skiing is currently
permitted at Ash Brook Golf Course
in Scotch Plains, Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark, and the Watchung
Reservation.

There is no location in the park
system suitable for downhill skiing.
Downhill skiing in the Union County
Parks is strictly forbidden.

For ice skating, the County’s in-
door Skating Center at Warinanco
Park is open for the season. Check
ucnj.org/skate for more information
or call (908) 298-7850 for a recorded
message.

Skating on natural waterways in
the park system is limited and is
contingent on the availability of at

least four inches of clear ice as mea-
sured by parks officials in accor-
dance with widely accepted safety
standards.

Several locations that were rou-
tinely open for skating in the past
are no longer available and the list of
skating sites is being updated accord-
ingly. Skaters are advised to take note
of signs posted at designated areas.

Winter sports at any county park
may be cancelled at any time if the
conditions of the park are such that
the safety of the public is in jeopardy.

For additional information regard-
ing winter sports visit ucnj.org or
call (908) 527-4900 from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Monday through Friday. For a
recorded message at any time, call
the Union County Parks hotline,
(908) 352-8410.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students Showcase
Talents at Art Show and Winter Concert

BEST OF THE BEST…The Wardlaw-Hartridge Upper School Art Show and
Concert on December 5 featured the best work of students in the fine and
performing arts. Pictured, Chase Levitt of Scotch Plains, Charlotte Sweeney of
Cranford and Caroline McNamara of Westfield perform in the Upper School
band.

EDISON — The Upper School Art
Show and Concert on December 5
featured the best work of Wardlaw-
Hartridge School students in the fine
and performing arts. After perusing
paintings, drawings and sculptures in
the halls, patrons entered the AP
Room for a hour of music.

The concert included performances
from the Percussion Ensemble,
MadJazz, Concert Band, Jazz Band
and Concert Choir. The following is
a list of pieces performed by the
instrumental and vocal groups: Per-
cussion Ensemble – “Etude for Per-
cussion Quartet; MadJazz – “Ola! o
che bon eccho!” featuring solos by
Julia Linger, Nikki Mugambi,

Michael Olano and Alex Barbet, “To
Drive the Cold Winter Away” and
“For All We Know;” Concert Band –
“Joy,” “Psalm 42” and “Take 5;” Jazz
Band – “Stolen Moments,” “Tuxedo
Junction” and “Listen Here;” Con-
cert Choir – “If Music Be the Food of
Love,” “Ki Mi Tziyon” (Hebrew Folk
Song), “The Pink Panther” and
“Magnificat.”

Guests from the audience joined
the Concert Choir and Concert Band
for the “Hallelujah Chorus,” the tra-
ditional finale to the winter concert.

After the performance, refresh-
ments were served in the Oakwood
Room courtesy of the Parents’ Asso-
ciation.

HOLIDAY CONCERT…Wardlaw-Hartridge Middle School students perform at
their Winter Concert on December 12. The students performed under the direction
of Rick Fontaine (Instrumental Music) and Sharon Byrne (Vocal Music) with piano
accompanist Mel Freda. Patrons were treated to a reception, courtesy of the Parents’
Association, in the Oakwood Room after the performance.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Out of the Furnace”
And into the Cauldron of Controversy

2 and ½ popcorns
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Film Critic

One is brought to shuddering terror
by the depiction of an insular, degener-
ate, inbred population of mountain
people frighteningly personified by
Woody Harrelson in director Scott
Cooper’s “Out of the Furnace.” While
the plot itself is a simple tale of revenge
with nary a twist or turn along its pre-
dictable and violent path, the film is
fraught with haunting atmosphere and
deeply disquieting, sociological asper-
sion.

While the script written by Cooper
with Brad Ingelsby is a stated work of
fiction, replete with traditional dis-
claimer, intimation via the incorpora-
tion of a known geography in northern
New Jersey magnifies the alarming
conceptions. It has stirred controversy,
with the flames fanned by a recent
article in the New York Post.

Hence, whether disingenuously capi-
talizing on literally centuries of myth
and fable or just coincidentally picking
this specific landscape as his formi-
dable wellspring of horror, director
Cooper has certainly created a conve-
nient and utterly evil enemy. Mr.
Harrelson, who has limned his share of
loose cannons and profligates, even
outdoes himself this psychologically
twisted go-round. His Harlan DeGroat
is characteristically immoral.

Widening the socioeconomic pro-
nouncements and lamentations of the
story, his bad guy is juxtaposed with
the sort of working class hero first
identified in Michael Cimino’s “The
Deer Hunter” (1978). Christian Bale is
solidly credible as Russell Baze, a salt
of the earth mill worker. He accepts his
fate and culture. And, despite the
gloomy circumstances confronting him
in rural Braddock, Pennsylvania, he
maintains an ethical creed.

However, his younger brother,
Rodney, a veteran of four tours of Iraq
urgently played by Casey Affleck, rails
against his blue collar station with des-
perate angst. Whether due to some
pang in his upbringing, posttraumatic
stress or an inherently vexing devil,
he’d rather try making a buck in back-
yard, illegal prizefighting of the
bareknuckle variety.

This of course puts him in regular
touch with all manner of unsavory char-
acters, the first one we meet being
Willem Dafoe’s small town bar owner,
John Petty. A backroom fixer of such
fights and gosh knows what other illicit
activities, he is a study in contradiction.

He’d like to protect his star pugilist.
But when Rodney’s fortunes are played
out locally, he petitions his Fagin to
arrange a fight in the Ramapough area.
He’s heard it’s lucrative. Petty fervently
warns him against it, although, success
could mean the clearing of a debt to his
scurrilous, boxing promoter counter-
part, Harlan DeGroat. Rodney persists.

Petty accedes. You don’t have to have a
special gift for presentiment to know
what this bodes.

Way earlier, before older bro Russell
knew he would be seeking to settle a
score with Harrelson’s evildoer, film-
maker Cooper inserts a glibly ominous
chance meeting between the two when
DeGroat carelessly bumps into him
coming out of Petty’s lair. “You got a
problem with me?” asks Russell. “I got
a problem with everybody,” snarls
DeGroat.

Curiously less inspired, though, is
the patently sophomoric contrasts the
director makes when Russell and his
uncle, Red (Sam Shepard), go deer
hunting. Merely a waste of time meant
to underline some primordial postula-
tion, it lengthens an already slow-mov-
ing movie that seems much longer than
its 116 minutes.

Because the retributive tale is the sort
of cop show fodder you can access on
TV any given night and you know
things are all just heading to the final
showdown, it makes the doings even
slower. But then this is a film of aura
and characterization, the latter often
wrought more than is necessary to the
narrative.

Mr. Cooper wants to say something
about America, but doesn’t seem to be
able to put it in any cogent series of
paragraphs. Or, maybe favors instead
that we interpolate his albeit deeply felt
abstractions about violence and where
goeth the American Dream.

All of which makes me wonder if his
feature length diatribe about mills clos-
ing, dwindling morality and a discon-
nect from the principles championed
by the Founding Fathers is actually a
muckrake hidden within fiction…its
purpose also mysteriously elusive.

That Cooper expressly thumbs his
nose at political correctness and essen-
tially summons controversy further
darkens the murk and misery that en-
velops this very disturbing update on
the American experiment. Even review-
ing it gives you the heebie-jeebies.

But, if its stark, naturalistic propound-
ing is ugly, it is, to invoke an oxymoronic
apology, a beautiful ugliness full of
untidy and gnawing thoughts about
what went wrong on the way to our
ideally humane civilization. Thus, the
best we can hope is that, by tossing
“Out of the Furnace” into the crucible
of introspection it invites, maybe the
exercise will proffer a clue about the
pervasive violence that confounds
humankind’s better instincts.

…
“Out of the Furnace,” rated R, is a

Relativity Media release directed by
Scott Cooper and stars Christian Bale,
Woody Harrelson and Casey Affleck.
Running time: 116 minutes

Holiday Hours At Union County’s Facilities
AREA — Trailside Nature and Sci-

ence Center will be closed Christmas
and New Year’s Eve and new Year’s
Day, Tuesdays and Wednesday, De-
cember 24, 25 and 31, 2013 and
Wednesday, January 1, 2014.

Watchung Stables will be closed
Christmas and New Year’s Day,
Wednesdays, December 25, 2013 and
January 1, 2014

Warinanco Skating Center will close
at 3 p.m. on Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve, Tuesdays, December 24
and 31, and will be closed Christmas
Day, Wednesday, December 25,  and
will open at 1 p.m. New Year’s Day,
Wednesday, January 1, 2014. Extra
public skating sessions will be held

Thursday, Friday and Monday, De-
cember 26, 27 and 30, and Wednes-
day, January 1, 2014 starting at 1 p.m.

The public is invited to take part in
Open Public Skating sessions at: 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 1 to 3 p.m., 3:30 to
5:30 p.m., 6 to 8 p.m. and 8:30 to
10:30 p.m. Friday, from 6 to 8 p.m. is
a Family Session; children 17 and
under must be accompanied by an
adult.

the parks reservation desk in
Westfield will be closed Tuesday, De-
cember 24, through Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1, 2014.

Visit the Parks Reservation Desk in
Elizabeth or call (908) 527-4900 for
assistance.

Triskelion Presents
‘A Child’s Christmas’
SCOTCH PLAINS — Triskelion

will present the beloved “A Child’s
Christmas in Wales,” by Dylan Tho-
mas. There will be an accompanying
program of live Celtic music to be
performed by Fanwood resident
Tommy Lepano and Friends.

Come celebrate the season and
enjoy free Wassail and refreshments
on Friday and Saturday, December
20 and 21, at 7 p.m. at All Saints’
Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

Admission for adults is $15; kids
under 15 and seniors $5.

Reservations can be made by call-
ing (908) 256-5704 or visit
www.triskelionstage.com.

Triskelion is operating as a 501 (c)
3 not-for-profit under the aegis of
Spiral, Inc.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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At any moment, a great moment.®

Shackamaxon Country Club

New Year’s Eve
Celebration!

For reservations contact Amanda Maloney
908 233-1300 Ext. 1203 or email amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

$115 Per Person
Price subject to 20% Service Charge & NJ State Sales Tax.

1607 Shackamaxon Drive Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com

DINNER & DANCING WITH
LIVE MUSIC & INTERACTIVE

EXPERIENCE BY SHINE EVENTS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2013
8:00PM - 1:00AM

Cocktail Hour
Passed Hors d’Oeuvres

Raw Bar
Tuscan Display

Dinner Stations
Steakhouse Station

Italian Station
“Shake Shack”

Featuring
5 Hour Open Bar
Champagne Toast
Creative Desserts

Ring in the New Year with
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

Pushcart Players Are Celebrating New Jersey
AREA — Pushcart Players, New

Jersey’s renowned touring theatre for
young audiences presents Celebrat-
ing New Jersey, a timely folk musical
that coincides with New Jersey’s
350th Anniversary in 2014. The pro-
duction will tour the state, available
for school assemblies, professional
theatres and community centers.

Celebrating New Jersey reaches
across more than three centuries, link-
ing young viewers to the past while
breathing new life into a most cre-
ative period in the Garden State’s
history. From the arrival of the first
settlers to the American Revolu-

tion, from the writing of the Consti-
tution to the significant Civil War
battles waged in New Jersey, from
Thomas Edison’s life-changing
work in West Orange to New
Jersey’s pivotal role in industry,
Celebrating New Jersey is a spir-
ited and stylish exploration of the
innovation and diversity that con-
tinue to define New Jersey.

Phebe Taylor and Harry Patrick
Christian perform Celebrating New
Jersey. Ms. Taylor is a Pushcart
Players since 2004. A graduate of
Carnegie Mellon University School
of Drama, Phebe is a company mem-

NEW MEMBER…The Woman’s Club of Westfield installed a new member at its
Christmas Luncheon held recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured,
left to right, are: Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) member Margery Brewster,
WCW President Dolores Geisow and First Vice-President Clemmie Tabor.

WCW Welcomes
New Member

WESTFIELD – Margery
Brewster was installed into the
Woman’s Club of Westfield at its
Christmas Luncheon held recently
at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
The day was a festive happening
with much socializing topped off
with a game hour. The annual tradi-
tion of a gift exchange was replaced
this year with a collection taken for
the Food Bank in Hillside.

NEW JERSEY HISTORY...Celebrating New Jersey, starring Phebe Taylor and
Harry Patrick Christian, reaches across more than three centuries, linking young
viewers to the past while breathing new life into a most creative period in the
Garden State’s history.

ber of the Heartland Actors’ Reper-
tory Theatre and a frequent performer
at the Phoenix Theatre in Indianapolis.

Mr. Christian is a teaching artist and
director when not working as an actor.
He performed in the one-man show,
Santaland Diaries in Quincy, Ill. and at
Luna Stage. Appearing in improvisa-
tional shows, cabarets and regional the-
atre, he most recently was seen in The
Language Archive and The Other Place,
for Dreamcatcher Repertory Theater
in Summit.

With the Passaic Police Department’s
Youth Services Division, Mr. Christian
brings theatre arts to teenagers who are
first-time violent crime offenders.

The production is directed by Paul
Whelihan, who is also an actor, stage
manager, producer and playwright. He
most recently appeared in Deathtrap at
Centenary Stage in Hackettstown, hav-
ing previously performed in numerous
productions off-Broadway and region-
ally throughout the country.

The music of Celebrating New
Jersey combines traditional folk
songs with original works. Inciden-
tal music and orchestrations are by
Larry Hochman, who has collabo-
rated with Pushcart co-founder
Carole Wechter, since the company’s
inception.

Pushcart Players is in its 40th an-
niversary season of presenting pro-
ductions filled with fun, facts, magic
and wonder. The company has trav-
eled over two million miles to serve
more than eight million children and
their families nationally and abroad.
All performances come with inno-
vative scenery, complete lighting and
state of the art sound systems, mak-
ing it adaptable to any location.

For further information on this or
any of Pushcart’s programs and ser-
vices, contact Pushcart Players at
(973) 857-1115 or visit the website
at www.pushcartplayers.org.

Girsa Brings ‘An Irish
Musical Christmas’ to

Hamilton Stage
RAHWAY — Rahway’s

Hamilton Stage for the Performing
Arts will be the site for “An Irish
Musical Christmas with GIRSA”
on Saturday, December 21, at 8
p.m.

Christmas is celebrated in Ire-
land with hallowed folk customs
and lively music and dance — the
Irish-American group Girsa brings
it all together for a delightful holi-
day show with a swinging Celtic
lilt.

Tickets are $20 for general ad-
mission and $10 student/senior and
are available online at
www.ucpac.org, by calling (732)
499-8226, or visiting the UCPAC
box office at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway.

For information on Girsa's re-
cordings and current tour see
www.girsamusic.com.

For more information about the
2013-14 performance season at
Union County Performing Arts
C e n t e r ’ s
Hamilton Stage, visit
www.hamiltonstagenj.com.

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) will
present “An All That Jazz,” one of
New Jersey’s most popular New
Year’s Eve musical celebrations, on
Tuesday, December 31, at 7 p.m.,
under the baton of Maestro David
Wroe. This year’s performance,
promises a superb revue of Ameri-
can musical theater classics and jazz
favorites presented in glorious sym-
phonic splendor and features inter-
national guest soloists direct from
Broadway and beyond.

The concert has become a music
event eagerly anticipated by much
of central New Jersey. This year’s
line up reads like a who’s who of the
best of American musical theater –
Irving Berlin, Marvin Hamlisch,
Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner
and Loewe, Boublil and Schonberg
and Leonard Bernstein are just some
of the superb composers celebrated
in the show.

An All that Jazz gives insight into
the wacky, the tender, the comic,
and the tragic elements of musical
theater and jazz. An event for the

whole family, this is a friendly caba-
ret-style concert for adults to remi-
nisce to songs they all know, for
kids to enjoy some of the more
peculiar characters to grace
Broadway’s stage, and for us all to
revel in the musical genius of some
of the world’s finest musical the-
ater composers and professional
performers.

This not-to-be-missed celebration
has been made possible through the
generous support of the NJ State
Council on the Arts and The
Westfield Foundation.

The performance be held in the
Westfield High School Auditorium,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield. Tickets
are $40 for general admission and
$70 for preferred seating. The fes-
tivities will conclude by 9 p.m.

The NJFO recommends that audi-
ence members make reservations as
soon as possible as tickets are sell-
ing fast and last year’s concert was
a sell out. Tickets are available for
purchase on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org, by
calling (908) 232 9400.

Tuesday December 31, 2013 at 7pm                                 
Westfi eld High School • 550 Dorian Road, Westfi eld 

Tickets $40 and $70 

For tickets and information go to www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 
 or call 908 232 9400

Gabrielle Stravelli Siri Howard Max Quinlan Angelo Rios

New Jersey’s favorite 
New Year’s Eve celebration

featuring special guests

Visual Art Center
Announces Salon Series

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey will present What Hap-
pens in Vegas as part of the Thursday
Evening Salon Series beginning Janu-
ary 16, 2014 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

The performance is free but call (908)
273-9121 to reserve a seat. Visit
www.artcenternj.org for information.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating three very talented
athletes may convince some op-
posing teams that this year’s
Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team is going to struggle,
but the Cougars could very well
surprise those Doubting
Thomas’s.

Last year, “four” was a charm
for the Lady Cougars when they
seized the initiative from the start
and held on to defeat the 23-5
Governor Livingston Highlanders,
56-51, for the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Championship in
Berkeley Heights. The Cougars
also defeated the Highlanders
twice during the regular season
and finished with a 20-9 record.

The concern would be the gradu-
ation of forward Jess McCoy, point
guard Jenna Goeller and center
Kaitlin McGovern, who were in
the varsity rotation all four years
and amassed an 87-27 record
and two sectional titles. McCoy
sank 1,276 career points and
was the team’s “chief thief”.
Goeller was the assists and 3-
points leader, and McGovern was
a key rebounder and team leader
in blocked shots.

“We did graduate three amaz-
ingly talented girls, who were
also extremely good leaders on
the floor. We have a lot of young
talent on this year’s team, and
we do have with the older girls,
who are returning, who have been
with the experienced players and
know what it feels like to win the
state section and what it feels

like to have a 20 plus win season.
We are extremely athletic. We
are extremely quick and very
talented, so I am excited about
this year,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars have seven
seniors on the squad and the
experienced players are guards
Kerry Wischusen and Mairead
McKeary and forward Carly

Maucione.
“Kerry and Carly and Mairead

have definitely stepped up this
year as big time team leaders,
showing the younger girls what
needs to happen, being very talk-
ative and making sure things get
done and people are focused,”
Coach Dyer said.

Maucione displayed offensive
and defensive skills, finishing with

144 points, 116 rebounds and 42
blocked shots last year.
Wischusen scored 106 points,
including 16 3-pointers, and

RETURNING VETERANS ARE KERRY WISCHUSEN, CARLY MAUCIONE, MAIREAD McKEARY

Lady Cougar Cagers Return Athletes, Quickness, Talent
grabbed 98 rebounds. She also
added 44 assists.

McKeary’s primary strength was
her dogged defense although she
did score 52 points and had 32
rebounds, 24 assists and 23
steals.

“She’s definitely tough on ‘D’
and even in our scrimmages the
way she’s been getting herself
open on offense and taking it to

the basket has been amazing,”
Coach Dyer said.

Two senior athletes from this
year’s soccer team, Hannah
DeMars, a guard, and forward
Megan Pringle, both with varsity

experience last year, will also
add team quickness. Seniors Jes-
sica Casale, who played on the
varsity softball team, and
Anastasia Caulfield, both guards,
will add depth, as well as junior
guards Erin Meixner and Jennifer
Carovillano.

In addition four sophomores
from the Junior Varsity team that
won the Union County Tourna-
ment title should present a posi-
tive impact with guards Lindsey
Pace, Cerys MacLelland and Sa-
rah Ross, and forward Hannah
Ross.

“I am excited about Lindsey
Pace. She was the point guard
for JV. Our JV team won the
counties last year, so they also
know what it feels like to win.
Sarah Ross played with us last
year, didn’t get much playing
time but still a contributor. And
Cerys was on JV. They are nice
girls and hard workers. They are
natural basketball players, so
things come naturally to them,”
Coach Dyer said.

The Lady Cougars will host Gov-
ernor Livingston tomorrow, De-
cember 20, at 7 p.m. but will also
be keeping tabs on some of their
other Union County competition.

“I think Roselle Catholic is go-
ing to be very good. They have
Tori [Pozsonyi] in their post then
they have a Tobey sister, who is
also good. New Providence has
their point guard Sidney to help
them. I think we are going to be
a big surprise to people, be-
cause people look at us that we
graduated three girls who were
very good, that we may struggle
a little bit. I think they are going
to be surprised,” Coach Dyer
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: Hannah DeMars, Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione,
Megan Pringle, Kerry Wischusen and Jessica Casale. Not in photo Anastasia Caulfield.

Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 7...Ashleigh
Poszyler, a varsity bowler, bowled a 629 series, leading the Cougars to a 5-2
victory over highly touted Rahway last week. Ashleigh bowled a team high of
235 in the pivotal second game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Swimmers, sophomore Hale Jae-
ger and junior Julie Byrne, have been selected Cougar athletes for the week
ending December 14. Jaeger was a double winner in the 50-yard freestyle and the
100-yard butterfly against Piscataway. Byrne broke the 100-yard freestyle
record against Union Catholic earlier this season, shattering the 1992 record by
0.28 seconds.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The planning
board last Thursday began a
hearing for expansion of 325-
331 South Avenue by applicant
Land of NJ, Inc., which sought
site plan approval with variance
relief for the demolition of the
existing greenhouse and single-
family home to provide for the
expansion of the existing mixed-
use building consisting of first-
floor retail and second-floor
apartments.

Currently, the building has three
rental units on the second floor,
and a Chinese take-out restau-
rant, a nail salon, a wireless re-
tail store and a vacant retail
space.

The expansion would include
retail of the same type on the
ground level and added apart-
ments on the second floor, said
Nicholas Tsapatsaris, president
of Land of NJ.

“I plan to do the same type of
retail, but much more improved
of what exists today,” Mr.
Tsapatsaris said.

He also suggested that part of
the ground-level expansion could
work as a café.

Board member William
Nierstedt said he liked that con-
cept; however, restaurants re-
quire additional parking.

The applicant sought eight vari-
ances, of which lack of parking
was heavily discussed. The ap-
plication requires 39 parking
spaces be provided, where the
plan proposed includes 18, of
which one is handicapped.

“The parking spaces are just
adequate for the retail,” Board
Chairman Steve Greet said.

Mr. Greet asked if the applicant
had inquired about leasing park-
ing spaces from neighbors. Mr.
Tsapatsaris said he has tried, to
no avail.

The applicants proposed 14
rental units, with 11 being one-
bedroom, two being studios and
one being a two-bedroom unit.
The one-bedroom units ranged
from about 480 to 550 square
feet. There currently are three
apartments.

Board members Kathy Villaggio,
Mr. Neirstedt and Gene Jannotti
all said they thought the units
were too small, and suggested
having less units and making
them larger. This also would
lessen the impact on the parking
variance.

The borough’s code says this
type of building would require
60-percent lot coverage, which
in doing so, said Mr. Tsapatsaris,
“is impossible to provide suffi-
cient parking.”

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he also
purchased the adjacent green-
house and home at 325 South
Avenue with the “hopes to ex-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HIS ROUNDS...The Garwood Fire Department escorts Santa Claus
through the streets of Garwood on Saturday.

Garwood Planning Board Hears Plan
To Expand South Avenue Building

pand,” but, he said, “in the mid-
90s there was no parking re-
quirement.” He is a licensed ar-
chitect and planner.

“In the majority of cases, my
tenants have one car, not two,”
Mr. Tsapatsaris said.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
asked if the renters use the rail
service, would the tenants’
parked cars compete with the
retail parking during the day.

Mr. Tsapatsaris rebutted that
currently, one of his tenants has
one car and one person drives to
school, while the other takes the
train to work.

The board also commented on
the current upkeep of the prop-
erty. “You owned the property
for 20 years and have not done
any upgrades. The property, in
my opinion, has not been aes-
thetically pleasing,” Mr. Greet
said.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 
about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 
reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 
week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 
coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!
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Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.
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CF Hopes to Have Hillside
Liner Installed By January

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee last week announced
that Conrail has given its ap-
proval for the township to install
a tubular liner that would make
the Hillside tunnel, also known
as the Kanishka Pass, safe for
pedestrians and school-aged
children to cross through the
tunnel.

The township had been wait-
ing since September to get the
go-ahead. Children heading to
the Hillside Avenue School use
the tunnel to go to and from
school, thereby avoiding the
busy Centennial Avenue.

In the interim, the township
had installed a temporary
boardwalk through the tunnel
to help counteract the danger-
ous conditions caused by wa-
ter, mud, and wind leaking
through cracks in the tunnel.
Prior to the installation, the
township had closed the tunnel
because of unsafe conditions.
Conrail also has applied epoxy
in the areas it thought were
leaking; however, it continues
to leak.

Once the liner is installed,
should the tunnel leak, the wa-
ter would run down between the
tunnel and the liner and flow to
the outside and into a drain sys-
tem, Mayor Tom Hannen, Jr.
told The Westfield Leader.

The township is on the hook to
pay a $10,000 use fee to Conrail
that it was unaware of when
setting up a new contract with
Conrail. Mayor Hannen said this
fee was negotiated down from
$30,000.

“At least we can give the kids a
safe, dry tunnel,” Mayor Hannen
told The Leader. “Hopefully, be-
fore they get back from winter
vacation.”

The township had accepted the
$150,000 bid by Fletcher
Creamer to perform the work on
the tunnel. Since then, the con-
tractor has taken on other work,
and the township is now scram-
bling to get Fletcher Creamer to
install the liner before school
starts back up in January.

A colored conceptual drawing
of the streetscape was presented.
“I consider this a downtown
model,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said.
The new expanded lot would be
100 feet deep by 150 feet in
width. Mr. Tsapatsaris also pro-
posed a six-foot-high vinyl fence
on the rear lot line.

On the westerly side of the new
addition, he proposed that the
building extend to the lot line
with no setback. The code re-
quires a 10-foot side-yard set-
back.

Mr. Tsapatsaris’ proposals also
did not provide landscaping
around the fenced-in trash area
in the rear of the lot and land-
scaping along the back fence as
required. There also were light-
ing variances and other land-
scaping variances.

Residents who live behind the
property and next door, as well
as the Garwood Mall director of
management, asked the appli-
cant questions.

Resident Anthony Prieto, who

lives on Willow Avenue behind
the applicant’s property, asked if
the applicant would consider only
having eight or 10 rental units.

“No,” said the applicant. “There
would have to be an economic
reason.”

Mr. Prieto asked if he would
consider 12 units, as the board
alluded to. “I don’t know without
further analysis,” Mr. Tsapatsaris
said.

“I see on average 40 percent of
the parking spaces being occu-
pied,” Mr. Tsapatsaris said, when
asked by Mr. Prieto.

Resident Frank Kelly, who lives
next door, said the plan “is abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

Mr. Kelly did have concerns
with noise from the dumpsters
being rolled out in the early hours
down the path on the side of his
house that would disturb his fam-
ily sleeping. He also asked about
the lighting, and suggested he
change his plan to have lighting
on poles that lit toward the build-
ing with shields, and asked to

Garwood Board to Expand South  Avenue Building
have a fence on the side-yard
lines. Mr. Kelly said the trash
currently is brought out in front
of his property for pickup. The
new proposal has a private hauler
remove the garbage from the
rear trash area.

Mr. Tsapatsaris said he would
consider altering his current light-
ing plan.

The board will continue the
hearing on Wednesday, January
22, at 7:30 p.m. and expects to
hear testimony from a planner
and traffic expert.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF THE SEASON...Carolers create a lively atmosphere in Garwood
on Saturday at a holdiday event during which the fire department pulled Santa
Claus on a sled throughout the borough.

It’s that time once again for
my annual “Please Recycle All of
Your Christmas Paper And Pack-
aging” letter. Remember, there
is no reason for the amount of
garbage we residents put out at
the curb for pickup the day after
Christmas to be any more than
usual. All of the wrapping paper
that we receive is just that –
paper – it all can and should be
recycled.

All of the cardboard toy and
gift box packaging is paper
too. That should also be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards
and envelopes. (The cards can
even be reused for postcards!)
If we were to take a look at the
plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not
all) has the recycling symbol
and numbers inside it. This too
can and be should be recycled.
Remember, plastic comes from
oil. Recycle our plastic and
maybe we can reduce our oil
use, dependency, cost and

carbon imprint! Now that
Cranford and Garwood recycle
Styrofoam, you can even put
that packaging in with the re-
cycling! There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage
to increase in any way.

In these days when we tax-
payers continue to complain
about high taxes, and we pay
for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to
remember that the two thoughts
go together. If we reduce the
amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less for it in our
taxes. We also become more
environmentally responsible and
caring citizens. Let’s see if we
can all also increase our recy-
cling efforts after Christmas this
year too. Save a tree! Reduce
air pollution! Make it an annual
habit! Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Local Letter to the Editor

Recycling Christmas Card Paper,
Packaging Reduces Our Garbage

Probitas Verus Honos
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Weichert, Cervantes
Help Toys For Tots

CRANFORD — The Union office
of Weichert, Realtors and
Cervantes of Spain in Cranford
have decided to join forces to
help those who are less fortunate
through Toys for Tots. Anyone
who comes to Cervantes tomor-
row, Friday, December 20, with
an unwrapped new toy will re-
ceive a complimentary glass of
wine.

“I am so happy to help out this
great cause,” said Hector Alvarez,
owner of Cervantes. “I know how
important it is; that is why I was
so pleased when Jennifer Love,
manager of the Weichert Union
office, approached me with this
idea.”

Cervantes is located at 24 North
Avenue, East, next to the train
station. It is open from noon to
11 p.m.

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, in-
vites the community to celebrate
the joy of Christmas at services
designed for all ages on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.
The Reverend Dr. Carol A. Lind-
say, Calvary’s pastor, will preside
and preach at all services. Music
will be under the leadership of
Jeanne Elmuccio, organist and
choir director.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be available on Tues-
day, December 24, starting with
a young children’s Christmas Eve

Service at 5 p.m. This service will
include simple carols and the
telling of the Christmas story.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature the
children and youth of the con-
gregation in a dramatic presen-
tation of the Christmas story as
recorded in the Gospel of Luke.
Seasonal music at this service
will be accompanied by organ,
piano, trumpet, violin and bas-
soon.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Ser-
vice of Holy Communion will fea-
ture seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir and the

ROSELLE PARK — A borough
woman accused of setting fire to
her apartment and leaving her
2-year-old daughter unattended
inside earlier this year has been
indicted, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park an-
nounced on Monday.

Murlande Colin, 27, is charged
with second-degree aggravated
arson and second-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child.

The date was July 9 when the
building superintendent of the
Woodside Gardens apartment
complex in Roselle Park called
911 after spotting smoke com-
ing out of Colin’s home. Before
the arrival of first responders,
the superintendent and two

passersby entered the apart-
ment unit and found the young
victim alone in a bedroom, next
to a bed where a hot iron was left
smoldering atop of a pile of cloth-
ing.

The toddler was rushed to a
local hospital for treatment of
injuries. The superintendent also
discovered smoldering clothes
and other flammable items on
top of a lit stove in the smoke-
filled kitchen of the apartment
unit. Authorities located Colin in
a nearby town several hours
later, and a subsequent investi-
gation determined that she had
set the fire and left the scene.
She is facing a sentence of up to
20 years in prison.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SNOW DAY...The owners of a residence on the corner of Walnut Avenue and
Lincoln Avenue in Cranford offer free Christmas carol performances for the
community on Saturday.

Holiday Blood Drive with
The Celebration Singers

CRANFORD - As part of the
Celebration Singers 75th Anni-
versary Celebration, they will
be co-hosting a blood drive on
Sunday, December 29, from 1-
7 p.m. with a Celebration Sing-
ers member, Katie Gordon. All
are encouraged to donate
blood.

The event will take place at
the Cranford United Methodist
Church located at 201 Lincoln
Avenue East, Cranford. Email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com
with any questions about this
event. This blood drive is also
part of the Super Community
Blood Drive, so all donors will
be entered into sweepstakes
for Super Bowl tickets.

The Celebration Singers have
been entertaining audiences
within the tri-state area for 75
years. Our goal has been to
provide high-quality musical

programs that have a wide
range of musical styles, to pro-
vide musical education for au-
diences and members alike, and
most of all, to have fun in doing
it! The Celebration Singers have
seen some of the rewards of
this effort as they continue to
see members of the Youth Choir
from years past join the ranks
of the adult choir and become
music educators within the
communities.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil for the Arts, Department of
State, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.
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** Calvary Lutheran Church **
Schedules Services For Christmas

Hand Bell Choir, accompanied by
organ, trumpet, flute and bas-
soon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will
be celebrated on Wednesday,
Christmas Day, December 25, at
10:30 a.m.

On the Sunday following Christ-
mas, December 29, at 10:30 a.m.,
Calvary will offer a Service of Les-
sons and Carols with Holy Com-
munion. There also will be a single
worship service at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, January 5.

The church will return to its
regular Sunday worship sched-
ule of 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
services on January 12.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America,
serving the Cranford-Westfield
area and surrounding communi-
ties for 85 years.

Woman Indicted for Arson,
Child Endangerment


