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GARWOOD – The contract for
the borough’s Athletic Field Com-
plex (AFC) has been completed
and should be approved by the
end of the week and signed next
week, Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi said at the Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting.

Mr. Triarsi also said there were
10 “significant” commercial prop-
erties, including Home Depot and
The Lofts, owned by seven prop-
erty owners who have appealed
their property taxes. He said the
borough would need to hire an
appraiser because the appeals are
being actively litigated, and each
appraisal would cost the borough
between $1,000 and $3,000.

A bond ordinance for capital
items was omitted from the coun-
cil agenda Tuesday because
“there was a bump in the road,”
Council Finance Committee
Chairwoman Sara Todisco said.
A $42,000 state grant for the
police department had stated in-
correctly that the generator
needed for the NJ Transit under-
pass on Center Street was per-
manent and not portable, which
could cause the state to not ap-
prove the grant. The area floods
in heavy rain storms.

Ms. Todisco said the council
could either wait for the state’s
final approval at the end of Octo-
ber or add on additional funding
to the bond ordinance. The coun-
cil and mayor made no comment.

Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello said the drainage on
Willow Avenue will begin at the
end of the week and said it would
take about two to three weeks
for it to be completed.

The NJ Transit Village Study is
“slowly” moving along, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said. The bor-
ough is waiting on a final report

on the community walkability
study, she said.

Some residents, borough rep-
resentatives and agents from a
variety of outside organizations
recently toured the borough in a
walkable workshop, said Kathy
Villagio, the borough’s chair-
woman of the NJ Transit Village
study committee.

The borough’s library is asking
residents to contact them with
their interest in having ebooks
readily available through the li-
brary as part of a feasibility study
on the library getting an ebook
subscription, said Councilman Jim
Mathieu, the mayor’s represen-
tative on the library committee.

A pumpkin carving contest will
be held Saturday, October 27, for
the first time as part of the Cel-
ebration of Public Events and Holi-
days committee, Ms. Todisco said.
The pumpkins will be judged on
five age categories: kindergarten
through second grade, third
through fifth grade, sixth through
eighth grade, adults, and senior
citizens, with awards for first, sec-
ond and third place per category.
More information will follow.

Complaints on air traffic noise
have come from Roselle, Roselle
Park, Cranford and, most re-
cently, Garwood to the Union
County Air Traffic Advisory Board,
said Councilman Mathieu, the
borough’s representative on the
committee.

During public comments, resi-
dent Joe Garitano said there are
complaints from homeowners on
the 400 block of Willow Avenue
of rat problems. Earlier this year
there were complaints from the
same neighborhood and poison
was sprayed in the area. Ms.
Todisco said the Board of Health
said the vegetation there has not
died off after attempts at killing
the brush, and is one of the
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CRANFORD – The township
committee will consider whether
there is adequate funding avail-
able to restore two crossing
guards to their posts near
Brookside Place School. The
guards were among 14 whose
positions were eliminated due to
municipal budget cuts.

At Tuesday’s business meet-
ing, Katherine McCaffrey, a fifth-
grade student at Brookside Place
School, read a petition she said
had been signed by students and
parents asking that the guards
be returned to their posts on
Brookside Place at Orchard Street
and at Gallows Hill Road. Miss
McCaffrey said students her age
had been looking forward to walk-
ing to and from their homes to
school in order to “help us gain
independence for middle school.”
But the absence of crossing
guards at the busy intersections
has given their parents pause in
allowing children to walk by them-
selves.

Without crossing guards, Miss
McCaffrey told the committee
members, traversing the inter-
sections is “confusing and scary.”
She told of seeing one friend who
believed the way was clear for
him to cross one of the neighbor-
hood streets, only to have to
dash quickly in order to avoid a
car approaching from the oppo-
site direction.

Committee members praised
Miss McCaffrey for her poise and
eloquence in making her case for
the crossing guards, and Com-
missioner Lisa Adubato said she
would look to see if there was
money in this year’s budget to
restore some of the guards. “We
will give it serious consideration,”
she told Miss McCaffrey.

In other business, the commit-

tee passed a resolution “encour-
aging” residents and landscap-
ers to forgo the use of leaf blow-
ers on two different Saturdays
and to use rakes instead. “We do
it annually,” noted Mayor David
Robinson, pointing out that leaf
blowers are noisy — often in ex-
cess of 100 decibels, he said —
and blow various pollutants into
the air that can affect children
and adults with respiratory prob-
lems. The encouraging of raking
over leaf blowing will be held on
Saturday, October 27 and Satur-
day, November 3. “It’s good ex-
ercise,” added Commissioner
Adubato.

The committee introduced an
ordinance that, according to Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell,
“streamlines, formalizes and cor-
rects” a check list for residents to
use when they make an applica-
tion to the township planning or
zoning boards. He said the move
was necessitated by “something
that should not have fallen be-
tween the cracks, falling between
the cracks” in a recent applica-
tion approval. The public hearing
on the ordinance will be on Tues-
day, October 30.

The committee also approved a
change order for an additional
$1,131 to W.D. Snyder for water
sealant to be applied to certain
walls in the municipal building as
part of the ongoing renovations
in the wake of Hurricane Irene in
August 2011. The committee was
set to introduce an ordinance on
Tuesday establishing historic dis-
tricts but it was withdrawn at the
last minute. But Mayor Robinson
said the ordinance was removed
solely because of an administra-
tive issue in getting the ordi-
nance into proper format. He said
the committee is “resolved to get
this process started,” and noted

Student Asks for CF Crossing
Guards to Be Re-Hired

causes of the problem.
Mr. Garitano also asked to have

the borough newsletter rein-
stated. Ms. Todisco said the
council’s finance committee “sees
the value in a newsletter.” She
said what has stalled it is the
administration of putting to-
gether the newsletter. Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma said it
could cost a couple thousand
dollars for it to be printed and
mailed.

Resident Bruce Paterson said
reestablishment of the newslet-
ter was on Ms. Todisco’s and
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli’s
campaign platform and there
should be a push for it to get
printed, considering Ms. Todisco
is the head of the finance com-
mittee.

Mr. Patterson also urged the
council to formulate a resolution
in support of Berkeley Heights’
discussion to secede from Union
County. Berkeley Heights Coun-
cilman Robert Woodruff (please
see editorial on page 4) sug-
gested the municipality join Mor-
ris or Somerset Counties in or-
der to lower taxes. “They [the
county] are not serving us. They
are serving themselves,” Mr.
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