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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior quarterback/kicker Mike
Badgley booted a 42-yard field
goal with 21.1 seconds remain-
ing to spoil a gallant comeback
from the Cranford High School
football team to give the Summit
Hilltoppers a 30-27 victory at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 21.

Both teams entered the show-
down with a 2-0 record and both
teams desired to gain bragging
rights to the Raritan Division of
the Mid-State 38 League.

The Cougars totaled 270 yards
on the ground on 43 carries and
added 114 yards in the air. Quar-
terback Reggie Green amassed
216 rushing yards – 13-for-65
first half, 15-for 151 second half
– on 28 carries, which included
touchdown (TD) runs of 20 yards,
84 yards and 10 yards. Senior
running back Jimmy Dwyer car-
ried nine times for 43 yards.

Green also had success in the
air, completing eight of 16 pass
attempts for 114 yards, includ-
ing a 44-yard TD strike to wide
receiver Chris Folinusz and an-
other two-point conversion
strike, also to Folinusz. Receiv-
ers John Oblachinski had three
receptions for 29 yards and
Bobby Bruns had one for 24
yards, while Evan Zoughy and
Luke Christiano each had one
for seven yards.

“We were taking about that.

GREEN RUSHES FOR 3 TDs, 216 YDs, PASSES 114 YDs; FOLINUSZ TD CATCH, INTERCEPTION

Field Goal Pushes Summit Past Cougar Gridders, 30-27
They think all we do is run, so we
put the passing game in. Folinusz
was catching the ball. Everybody
was catching the ball that so it’s
something we can keep on do-
ing,” Green said.

The Hilltoppers (48 carries for

294 yards) operated primarily
on a 1-2 running punch with
Badgley and AJ Iarussi. Badgley
carried 18 times for 104 yards,
including a TD run of 18 yards.
Iarussi carried 25 times for 163
yards, and had respective TD

runs of 35 yards, three yards
and 42 yards. The Hilltoppers
passed only three times and
connected on one, a 36-yard

strike to Austin Carbone in the
third quarter.

But turnovers appeared to play
a deciding role in the outcome.
The Cougars turned the ball over
three times on fumbles and two
set up Summit scores. Green

was intercepted twice. The final
was grabbed by Badgley to end
the game.

“We did not play our game
today. In my opinion, we should
have played way better than we

did. We gave them too many
chances. A good team like that,
when you give them too many
chances, they will score and they
kept scoring,” Folinusz said.

“We had way too many turn-
overs, especially in a game where
you have four turnovers. With a
team like this, with four turn-
overs, you are not going to win
the game,” Green said.

The Cougars’ defense held
tough on several occasions to
stall Hilltopper drives, but did
slip up a few times that were
costly with Iarussi’s long scoring
runs.

“We were in the right spots, but
they kept hitting the comeback
lanes. They weren’t hitting where
they wanted, but they were cut-
ting back and getting up the
field,” Folinusz said.

The Hilltoppers’ first attempt at
scoring came on a 38-yard field
attempt that sailed wide right
early in the first quarter. But with
3:41 left, Badgley capped a 60-
yard drive with an 18-yard TD
sprint to make the score, 7-0.

The Cougars responded with a
13-play, 80-yard scoring drive
when Green broke to the right
side for his 20-yard TD with 9:33
left in the half. The point after
attempt (PAT) missed to the left.

Late in the half, another Cou-
gar drive was cut short when
Carbone recovered a fumble at
the Summit 22-yard line. Earlier,
Folinusz made an acrobatic in-
terception of Badgley’s pass at-
tempt.

In the second half, the
Hilltoppers got very favorable
field position at midfield when
the Cougars were penalized on
the opening kickoff and had to
re-kick. Five plays later, Iarussi
sped 35 yards for a TD with
10:26 on the clock.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR ANOTHER TOUCHDOWN…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, rushed for 216 yards,
including TD runs of 20, 84 and 10 yards. He also tossed a 44-yard TD pass.
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