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Hedgehog And Feather
Announce Halloween Event
WESTFIELD  – Hedgehog and

Feather Theatre Co. is thrilled to an-
nounce the Halloween Family Event
of the season with Creature Double
Feature: Frankenstein – Dracula on
Friday, October 19; Saturday, Octo-
ber 20; Friday, October 26, and Sat-
urday, October 27, at 7:30 p.m. each
performance. All tickets are $15.

The spooky production will take
place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Parish Hall, 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information and
to purchase tickets online, visit
hedgehogandfeather.org, or e-mail
info@hedgehogandfeather.org.

Creature Double Feature: Franken-
stein – Dracula is being produced by
Sarah Hedgepeth and Julie Fetter,
directed by Ty Jacobs, Sets and Props
by Julie Fetter, costumes by Alisa
Korunow, and Technical Stage Man-
ager Mary Kate Miller.

Based on the classic books by Mary
Shelley and Bram Stoker, adapted by
Ty Jacobs, and with musical selec-
tions of Mussorgsky and Tchaikovsky,
this will be the Halloween event that
the whole family can enjoy. Back-to-
back at last, the two originators of
scare, Frankenstein’s Monster and the
first vampire, Dracula…all performed
by kids and for kids!

Frankenstein is the tale of a mad
scientist named Dr. Victor Franken-
stein who puts together a creature by
parts he took from the cemetery. But
the poor Monster is misunderstood
and too scary looking to make friends
and ends up causing terrible trouble.

Dracula is the tale of a very nasty
guy who has been “alive” for centu-
ries, although by all accounts, he is
dead. Count Dracula lives by biting
people on the neck and drinking their
blood. Only a mysterious Professor
Van Helsing can save the day and stop
Dracula from his evil deeds.

The cast includes: Yustina
Alexander-Himlan of Fanwood, Marlo
Avido of Westfield, Kacey Brennan of
Westfield, Katie Ceraso of Westfield,
Lily Ceraso of Westfield, Elizabeth
Cotter of Mountainside, Joe Ensslin
of Westfield, Julia Guarneri of
Fanwood, Nicolas Guerriero of
Westfield, Andrew Kapadia of
Westfield, Max Kleiman of Westfield,
Marcelina Krowinska of Westfield,
Sarah Kudron of Cranford, Tony Peer
of Westfield, Matt Ryan of Berkeley
Heights, Jonathan Samanski of
Westfield, Evan Schachter of Spring-
field, Julie Singer of Westfield, Lauren
Singer of Westfield, and Christopher
Slavik of Hoboken.
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CHEERLEADERS…Westfield PAL cheerleaders entertain the crowd, as well as
cheer for their team. Top row, pictured, left to right, are: Victoria Knaul, Katie
Sullivan, Stella Billek, Maria Gerckens, Gabrielle Dunn, Mackenzie Smith,
Charlotte Fountain-Jardim; middle row, pictured left to right, are: Olivia
Harrison, Brady Smith, Drew Ferris, Kaeley Hazard, Anne Friel; bottom row,
pictured, left to right, are: Chloe Zimmerman, Ellie Curry, Julia Sackett, Emily
Sackett, Lauren Singer, and Grace Schipper.

JUNIOR SQUAD…Top row, pictured, left to right, are: Mackenzie Stratton,
Katherine Harrington, Alexa Linsky, Julia Csorba, Megan Bertsch, Meghan
Kobrin, Emmie Reddy; middle row, pictured, left to right, are: Carly Burke, Lea
Rudow, Becca Wolfe, Halle Riordan, Lauren Wang, Bridget Quinn, Alexa
Habib; bottom row, pictured, left to right, are: Kaela Azzaretto, Katherine
Billing, Demi Tsavekou, Claire Loder. Not pictured are juniors Ava Feldman and
Caroline Mueller.

WESTFIELD – After a successful
initial session this past summer, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Music Studio has decided to expand
its Intro to Jazz class.

Those who are proficient in play-
ing their own instrument, but would
like to expand their knowledge of a
jazz repertoire, will have two levels
of proficiency from which to choose.

Beginning jazz enthusiasts may
enroll in Intro to Jazz I, which will be
held from 6:30 until 8 p.m. Others
who have taken Intro to Jazz I, or are
more experienced players, may elect
to take Intro to Jazz II, from 8 until
9:30 p.m. Classes will be held on
Monday evenings, from October 8 to
December 10, at Redeemer Lutheran
Church, 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield.

Both sections will include impro-
visation, basics of jazz style, jazz
articulation, syncopation in jazz, and
building jazz chords. In addition,
musicians will cover blues progres-
sion, riffs and licks, jazz expression,
Be-Bop, Latin, and rock styles and
Salsa Caliente.

According to instructor Phil
Rinaldi, “Nothing gives me more
pleasure than sharing the language
that is Jazz. It is a universal language
of expression that has no compari-
son. In this class you’ll be immersed
in that language from Louis

Armstrong and Bix Beiderbecke,
through Count Basie and Duke
Ellington, into Miles Davis and Dizzy
Gillespie, and modern greats like
Arturo Sandoval and Kenny Garret.”

Mr. Rinaldi has taught music les-
sons, both nationally and interna-
tionally, with master classes in more
than 50 different venues, including
Sherbrooke University in Canada. A
performer in the New York metro-
politan area, he has performed with
outstanding groups such as the New
Jersey Pops, the Staten Island Phil-
harmonic, Ocean Pops, Ryles Jazz
Orchestra in Boston and the Billy
Carrion Jazz Orquestra, which has
been recognized as one of the most
acclaimed in Latin music. He has
appeared with such notables as
Connie Francis, Joe Piscipo, The
Duprees and The Temptations.

His performing experience in-
cludes more than 80 various shows at
numerous professional, semi-profes-
sional and community theaters, in
addition to recording several albums.
His band, Watson, can often be heard
at local events, such as the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival in
Westfield.

For more information, visit the
NJWA Studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, call (908) 789-9696
or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

 Intelligently tense and absorbing,
director Nicholas Jarecki’s Arbitrage
is about Robert Miller, an arbitrageur.
That’s fancy for fancy businessman,
the guys who got all the boos and
hisses when the Great Recession hit a
few years back. But Mr. Miller is no
ordinary Wall Street profiteer spout-
ing his lame, trickle down rationale.
Rather, he is a great man.

 But heed, that’s great with a low-
ercase g...not capital G, as in Abe
Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt or his fifth
cousin, FDR. Meaning Mr. Miller,
smartly portrayed by Richard Gere,
has great abilities, though not neces-
sarily dedicated to the commonweal.
You knew him in high school, caus-
ing you to wonder from whence came
his uncanny acumen.

 But if you’re jealous of such mod-
ern Olympian gods, take heart.
Whether poetically fair or just a func-
tion of an arbitrary cosmos, the great
and mighty get into trouble, too. A
snazzy gamble in progress could put
Bob up the river for a few years. It’s
but one of several puzzles the high-
priced financier will share with you
as his odyssey evolves.

 But gosh, it seems so impossible,
that this undaunted, steely general of
the money wars, he who hurtles from
takeover victory to venture capital
glory in private jet and Maybach,
might meet his Waterloo. He kind of
grows on us. Maybe because he makes
no excuses…no baloney about how
he’s serving a crucial need. He is an
enigma in progress.

 Forever flirting with disaster, like
the alcoholic who must drink, the
gambler who must wager, or the glut-
ton who must ingest, he is like an
aberrant Columbus of the financial
world, speculating himself immune
from the perilous edge that so tanta-
lizes his being. For starters, he’s bor-
rowed $412 million to cover a gaffe,
and the IRS is sniffing around.

 Added to the potential tragedy of
any scheme he might have hatched,
as in most complex tales, also figure
on the wiles of pure chance plopping
themselves into the scenario. In this
case, it’s a fatal car accident, with our
self-made tycoon at the scene. That’s
never a good place to be if one is
trying to sell his hedge fund empire
in order to cover its losses.

 So yes, Mrs. Popper, celebrated
grammar school substitute teacher
that you were, indeed it was edifying
when you iterated Sir Walter Scott’s,
“Oh, what a tangled web we weave
when first we practice to deceive!”
Doubtless, little Robert Miller wasn’t
in class that day. Though, I have a

feeling it wouldn’t have made much
of a difference to him.

He relates differently, both to
people and ideas. To call him antiso-
cial is a simplification. His relation-
ships are carefully calculated and
planned, emotion being kept in abey-
ance like a very rare wine or a cher-
ished secret, saved for some very
precious event in some anticipated,
undefined future. In the meantime,
he says the right things at the right
time.

 That includes his tête-à-tête with
Detective Michael Bryer (Tim Roth)
when the savvy gumshoe comes call-
ing; fatherly chats with his daughter,
Brooke (Brit Marling), a pretty chip
off the old financial block; carefully
worded questions to his clever law-
yer (Stuart Margolin); and some edgy
negotiations with his deceased
chauffeur’s son (Nate Parker).

 All very nicely played, they can’t
help but become embroiled in Mr.
Miller’s fight for survival as push
comes to shove and it looks like his
hubris is about to meet its reward.
And it’s here where the viewer will
be asked to unconsciously make a
judgment. Technically, the move he
has made is illegal. Yet, somehow we
don’t find him immoral.

 Indeed, as the proverbial walls
come crashing in on the Wall Street
wunderkind who just turned 60 in the
opening scene, it seems we’d be the
last ones to abandon him, uncertain
why, but confident there are redeem-
ing factors forthcoming. Big shot or
not, he feels superior not to his fellow
man, but to the system he’s able to
finagle and finesse.

 So it’s rather certain which voting
lever he’ll be pulling in November…if
he’s not in jail. We find ourselves in
guilty commiseration. After all, we’ve
had the gauzy nightmare he’s liv-
ing… trying to shun the equivoca-
tions lurking in the cloudy gray be-
tween right and wrong…facing our
mortality and praying for a vindicat-
ing epiphany. Or is that just me?

 But even if you choose not to
ethically err on the side of Richard
Gere’s astutely realized wheeler-
dealer, the dramatic shaping of his
persona as the modern bastardiza-
tion of an Achilles is erudite and
telling of the times. Good direction,
fine acting and a caustically
uncompromised perspective make
Arbitrage a blue chip movie-going
investment.

…
 Arbitrage, rated R, is a Lionsgate

release directed by Nicholas Jarecki
and stars Richard Gere, Susan
Sarandon and Tim Roth. Running
time: 100 minutes,

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will host former Chatham resi-
dent Ann Tufariello, author of the
young adult novel, “The Firestone”
on Saturday, September 29, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Thirteen-year-old Jack Barton is
awakened by a knock at his front
door. The police are searching for a
missing kid named Bradley and think
Jack might know something. When
Jack’s bed-ridden brother offers de-
tails about Bradley’s disappearance,
Jack is baffled. Following cryptic
clues, Jack boards a mysterious roller
coaster that blasts him to the fourth
dimensional planet of Jupiter. Soon
Jack discovers that the Dark Forces
are kidnapping kids and making them
go on a deadly scavenger hunt.

With Jupiter crumbling under the
weight of so much negative energy,
time is running out for Jack and the
others. To defeat the Dark Forces and
find a way back home, Jack must
solve the riddle of the ancient
Firestone.

Ann Tufariello is the author of the
middle grade fantasy novels, “The
Firestone” and “The Breakthrough.”
Currently, Ann is writing the final
novel in the fantasy trilogy.

Mrs. Tufariello graduated from
Georgetown University with a de-
gree in business and received an MBA
from Columbia University. After re-
ceiving her MBA, she wrote the non-
fiction book, “Up Your Grades:
Proven Strategies for Academic Suc-
cess.” Ann lives in Chatham with her
husband and three daughters.

Meet Ann Tufariello at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad

Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). Those un-
able to attend this event can  call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535
to reserve an autographed copy of
her book.

The Town Book Store will host
Vincent Parrillo, author of the his-
torical fiction novel, “Guardians at
the Gate,” on Saturday, September
29, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Based on actual events, his book
tells the intriguing tale of the people
and provocative occurrences that took
place at Ellis Island during the 1890s
and 1900s through the eyes of a dedi-
cated physician on a determined quest
for emotional fulfillment.

Against a backdrop of a devastat-
ing fire, a riot and President
McKinley’s assassination, he is wit-
ness to dramatic changes both at Ellis
Island and in his own life.

Vincent N. Parrillo is a professor of
sociology at William Paterson Uni-
versity. An internationally recognized
expert on immigration and a Fulbright
Scholar, he is the executive producer,
writer, and narrator of the award-win-
ning PBS television documentary, Ellis
Island: Gateway to America. He is the
author of numerous other books, in-
cluding “Strangers to These Shores,”
“Diversity in America,” and “Cities
and Urban Life.”

Meet Vincent Parrillo at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). Those un-
able to attend this event  call   the
book store at (908) 233-3535 to re-
serve an autographed copy of his
book.

Alluem to Host Workshop to
Benefit ‘The Retreat Project’

CRANFORD – Alluem Yoga will
host a special workshop led by Tari
Prinster and Leigh Rousseau on Sat-
urday, October 13, from 1 - 3:30
p.m.

Almost everyone knows someone
who has been effected by cancer.
Feel free to attend one or both of
these very special classes and prac-
tice in honor of them. Cancer survi-
vors, those in treatment, caregivers,
friends and family – all are wel-
come!

Proceeds from these classes will
go to The Retreat Project, which
brings yoga to low-income and un-
der served women cancer survivors
through annual retreats and local
outreach classes.

The class schedule is as follows: 1
– 2 p.m., Flow with Leigh; 2 – 2:30
p.m., Raffle and light refreshments,
and 2:30 – 3:30 p.m., Gentle Yoga
with Tari. The suggested donation is
$20 for one class or $35 for both (or

give what you can). Payment will be
taken at the door.

Tari Prinster is the founder/direc-
tor of The Retreat Project. She be-
came a yoga teacher after a battle
with breast cancer at age 56. Twelve
years ago, during her cancer treat-
ments, she discovered yoga was a
powerful tool to manage the daily
challenges of cancer treatments, as
well as the side effects and life-long
vulnerabilities they create. Since
then, she has developed a unique,
carefully constructed system of yoga
poses and sequences based on the
specific needs of cancer survivors,
and created y4c (yoga4cancer), a
methodology and practical guide to
the benefits of yoga for all cancer
patients.

Alluem Yoga is located at 347
Lincoln Avenue East, Cranford. For
more information, visit
alluemyoga.com or call (908) 276-
9642.

Newark Museum Kid’s Lab
Creates Fun with Chemistry
NEWARK - Discover how chemi-

cal reactions occur and how chem-
istry and science improve everyday
lives. In these fun, interactive
classes, kids will perform the ex-
periments themselves, in the Sci-
ence Learning Laboratory. They can
make lotions and other beauty prod-
ucts, test for acidity in water and
learn how to make clean drinking
water. A different topic is explored
each week. Classes take place on
the following Saturdays: Septem-
ber 29; October 6, 13 and 20; Novem-
ber 3 and 17; and December 1, 8 and
15 at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

BASF, the world’s leading chemi-
cal company, is partnering with the
Newark Museum to present a series of
investigative, hands-on experiments
using safe and engaging materials led
by one of the museum educators.

The BASF’s Kids’ Lab is for chil-
dren ages 6-12, accompanied by at
least one adult chaperone per four
children. Participation is free and space
is limited, so reservations are recom-
mended. If spaces are available, reser-
vations may be made on the same day
at the Science Drop-In activities in the
Dynamic Earth exhibit. For advance
reservations, call (973) 596-6563
or 6565.

September 29: Water Loves
Chemistry: Operation Filtration -
Learn about the process of creating
clean water by doing it yourself.
Create a sample of dirty water and
then try out some interesting pro-
cesses to clean it up.

October 6: Playful Polymers Slip-
pery, Ooey and Gooey - Explore
how polymers behave using some
common household ingredients.
Your slimey creation is yours to
keep.

October 13: The Rainbow Con-
nection - Is black ink really just
made of black dye? Can you create
a rainbow just by adding water?
Visitors will grab some markers and
filter paper and explore the magic
behind a colorful chemical process.

October 20: A Hair-Raising Ex-
periment- Explore the chemistry of
a product that helps keep you look-
ing your best. Together, we will

observe and compare some interest-
ing properties of matter, such as vis-
cosity. For the grand finale, create and
bottle your very own hair gel.

November 3: The pHun Factor -
Lemons and vinegar, bananas and
baking soda - what do these seem-
ingly weird pairings have in com-
mon? Come explore the pH scale us-
ing two different methods.

November 17: Happy Hands - Oil
and water do mix in this experiment.
Understand the key role emulsifiers
play in a popular body product. Apply
this knowledge while mixing up your
very own hand lotion that is yours to
keep.

December 1: Hold Everything! This
class will explore some interesting
absorbent materials. Experiment with
household products before exploring
an amazing chemical with a notewor-
thy property.

December 8: A Hair-Raising Ex-
periment - Explore the chemistry of a
product that helps keep you looking
your best. Together, we will observe
and compare some interesting prop-
erties of matter, such as viscosity.
For the grand finale, create and bottle
your very own hair gel.

December 15: Playful Polymers
Slippery, Ooey and Gooey - Explore
how polymers behave using com-
mon household ingredients. Your
slimey creation is yours to keep.

Art, Music, Cultural Events
Added to Rahway’s ‘Crawl’
RAHWAY - On Thursday, Octo-

ber 4,  61 separate arts and cultural
events will take place in downtown
Rahway. Nearly 40 venues, arts or-
ganizations, non-profits, retail
shops, restaurants, artist studios,
and other businesses – will open
their doors to celebrate the City of
Rahway as a fast emerging arts des-
tination in the most interesting and
active cultural event of the year
Rahway’s first annual Culture Crawl.

More than 20 performing arts com-
panies and musicians, and 55 visual
artists, will exhibit, entertain, and
delight visitors during this one-night
feast for arts and culture lovers. All
live music, visual arts, performance,
interactive art, and outdoor encoun-
ters will take place from 6 to 9 p.m.
Other pop-up and spontaneous
events will take place during the
evening.

Produced by Rahway Arts Dis-
trict, Inc., a non-profit organization
dedicated to establishing Rahway as
a regional hub for arts and culture, in
partnership with the City of Rahway
and the Rahway business commu-
nity, Culture Crawl is fast on the
heels of the opening of Hamilton
Stage, a 199-seat theater for the per-
forming arts, the new Arts Riverwalk
and Arts District parking lot on

Hamilton Street, and the recent open-
ing of a number of independent es-
tablishments in Rahway’s Arts and
Central Business Districts.

Video, sound, sculpture, perfor-
mance, music, and other art forms
will link Irving Street, Main Street
and Cherry Street in a chain of excit-
ing and interactive experiences. A
visitor’s map highlighting the sites
of art, music, and cultural happen-
ings is available online at
www.ArtsRahway.com and at vari-
ous locations in town.

Highlights of the evening include a
performance by Ballets with a Twist
on the Mainstage of Union County
Performing Arts Center (1601 Irving
Street), the opening reception of
STARDUST, a group art exhibit at
1591 gallery (1591 Irving Street),
community haiku writing and scav-
enger hunt by Guerilla Haiku Move-
ment (meeting at the Train Station
Plaza at the corner of Irving Street
and East Milton Avenue), a site-spe-
cific sound installation by A P Vague
under the Irving Street train trestle, a
performance of jazz compositions by
Jean-Michel Pilc at RSI Bank (1500
Irving Street) and Rahway’s Battle of
the Bands on Main Street near the
intersection of East Cherry Street.

Appetizer and drink specials,
raffles, giveaways, and other spe-
cial promotions will be available to
Culture Crawlers with the presen-
tation of a Culture Crawl map.

Participating businesses include
Aria Bistro and Bar at Hotel Indigo
(1 Carriage City Plaza), Flynn’s
Irish Pub and Steakhouse (1482
Main Street), Cubanu Restaurant
(1467 Main Street), Wicked Flame
retail shop (77 East Milton Avenue),
Luciano’s Ristorante and Lounge
(1579 Main Street), Gino’s Pizze-
ria (1576 Irving Street), The Wait-
ing Room (66 East Cherry Street),
and On Ja Salon (1520 Irving
Street).

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RIDE ’EM COWGIRL…Maggie Paladino tries her luck on the mechanical bull
at the annual Festifall held in downtown Westfield on Sunday.

www.goleader.com


