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Cuts In Medicare Are Causing My
Medical Claims to be Denied

The Bond Vote, Plus What Makes
Stoneleigh Park Special?

We hear a lot about Medicare right
now – both from Democrats and Re-
publicans – and they are meant to
scare the seniors. Some of these cuts
mentioned are happening right now
before the new health plan even starts.

I remember Nancy Pelosi saying,
“You have to pass the bill to know
what is in it!” Why would any of our
politicians pass a bill not knowing
what it might cost us in one way or
another?

I believe the cuts in Medicare now
are causing my claims to be denied. I
am over $250 out-of-pocket since
March on doctors’ visits that were
always covered before. I keep hear-
ing, “The information given does not
warrant this claim.” The doctor has
appealed to Medicare for some visits
and was denied so I will have to send
in an appeal, which will take 60 days
to receive a decision! I also learned
from the doctor’s billing office that
some people are being covered, but
others are not! Is that some form of
discrimination?

I was also denied an appeal for
blood work that was required by the
doctor for an outpatient procedure.
Their comment – “the information
given does not warrant this service.”
I am in the process of again appealing
this visit and hopefully I get some
help.

I did learn something while send-
ing in an appeal. When I received the

decision of denial I was given an
address to write to or a number to call
with any questions. When I called the
number it turned out to be Medicare
and they could not help me. They told
me to contact the independent con-
tractor. I told them they had given me
this number, but they said I would
have to talk with the contractor. When
I asked for more information on why
independent contractors were being
used, I was referred to the State of
New Jersey office for Medicare who
in turn gave me a Union County of-
fice. They could not help me and
knew nothing about independent con-
tractors! I was told to just appeal
again.

If you want to appeal again then
the form does not go back to the
independent contractor that was listed
but to another office/contractor in
Florida for that appeal! Is that why
Medicare is in so much trouble? Or
are they hoping that we will just stop
the appeals?

I keep asking if these claims are
being denied because of present ad-
ministration cuts to Medicare in or-
der for the health plan to start, but I
can never get an answer. I will be
writing to my representatives to see if
I can get any answers from them.
Evidently, we really do not know
what is in this health plan and that is
scary!

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

I like to travel to better understand
the world. This August I was in Indo-
nesia, where I spent most of my time
with ambitious young European and
Asian students and professionals, all
busy acquiring multiple academic
credentials plus foreign study, intern-
ship, and professional experiences.
The same focus on education was
found among ordinary Indonesians I
met, including my bicycle-taxi driver,
who was working extra hours to pay
his daughter’s high school fees, and a
14-year-old rising high school senior
on a rafting trip, hoping to go on to
more high school in Seattle.

Around the world, people focus on
education and strive to be the best. To
my knowledge, nowhere else in the
world are educational funds diverted
to competitive sports – those sports
are run by clubs, much like our “trav-
eling soccer.” Whatever parents be-
lieve about sports and college admis-
sions, we need to focus on educating
our children well in an ever more
competitive world.

I hear concern about Westfield High
School’s lowered ranking among
schools in our area and the state.
Should we have fewer AP offerings
and larger class sizes because we put
sports expenses ahead of hiring teach-
ers?

Although voting for the Septem-
ber 24 roof/turf bond issue is over
and done, some questions linger re-
gardless of the outcome:

1. Why did the BOE chose to spend
$30,000 to vote just six weeks before
Election Day, at an expense of ap-
proximately $30,000 in election costs,
regardless of the outcome. As re-
ported in the Westfield Patch on Feb-
ruary 8, 2012:

“In a presentation to the board at
the January 24 meeting, [Ann] Cary
said the last general election attracted
about 44 percent of eligible voters to
the polls, whereas only 18 percent of

eligible voters turned out for the last
April election. Her presentation also
suggested that the district will save
about $30,000 a year by not having to
organize and conduct a separate elec-
tion in the spring.”

And what is the motivation for
choosing a date when turnout will be
low?

2. I understand the BOE wants the
contracts to move quickly, but if roofs
and turf are worth doing, they should
still be meritorious if completed a bit
later, and $30,000 is valuable educa-
tion funding. Could that $30,000 have
paid for a teacher aide, computers, or
more educational technology?

As for what makes Stoneleigh Park
special, I’d love an answer. Having
been away, I recently toured the new
parking spaces at the high school and
Edison, plus I checked the new park-
ing regulations posted around WHS.
They are stunningly inequitable!
There is no rational reason why some
streets, like Stoneleigh Park and parts
of Dorian Road, are exempt from
sharing the burden of student park-
ing.

After our recent hurricane I spoke
at the town council about Stanley
Oval, a cul-de-sac, getting brush
cleared before Clark Street, a narrow
through-street in a school zone. Like
the exemption for Stoneleigh Park,
this is improper preferential treat-
ment for those with power and con-
nections. Our town should imple-
ment policies, practices, and parking
rules based on safety, the well being
of residents of all ages and means,
rationality, and fairness. This in-
cludes, as well, the need to consider
whether adding so many new spaces
at WHS and EIS requires the addition
of more handicapped parking, in ac-
cord with federal law.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Huge Error on Medicare-Medicaid
Cost Projections: Cures Not Factored
Though tough to believe, there’s

been a huge error in projected Medi-
care – Medicaid costs. The cost esti-
mators, for puzzling reasons, have
not included the discovery of cures of
major diseases and disabilities but,
instead, have primarily concentrated
on rationing health services from
pharmaceuticals, medical devices to
hospitalization let alone physician
accessibility. The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation estimates that a cure for
Alzheimer’s would result in a sav-
ings of $20 trillion over a 40-year
period. Cures for heart disease, dia-
betes, cancer and autism alone would
reduce costs by trillions upon tril-
lions of dollars, which could be put to
productive national uses. And, with-
out doubt, the cures will come! But
the question is, “When?”

In Michael Milken’s recent Wall
Street Journal op-ed piece, “Invest-
ing in Science, Reaping Rewards,”
he correctly spells out the breathtak-
ing medical promise of modern tech-
nology. For decades, our foundation
has also stressed this exciting reality
but also has, in addition, warned that
the barriers to test them in clinical
studies, the underappreciated critical
step in making a discovery, are inex-
cusably prohibitive. As a result, nu-

merous potential medical therapies
remain laboratory ones instead of
being available to patients. Our na-
tion has an unbudgeable cultural blind
spot to the true value of clinical re-
search and is highly suspicious of it.
To get around this, decades ago we
began the call for physicians
(doctornauts) to step to the plate and
volunteer more easily for clinical
studies. Who would object? This
would result in testing of many more
potentially promising therapies and
speed up the discovery of cures. To
make this happen would require an
Act of Congress. We have over the
years unsuccessfully proposed the
Doctornaut Act even when it was
supported by former Senate Majority
Leader and physician, Bill Frist.

It’s both urgent and mandatory that
the next Administration or Congress
address ways to establish a “general”
medical discovery system which
would rapidly unleash our extensive
pool of innovative medical minds
and accelerate medical discovery for
all diseases and disabilities, not only
for specific targeted ones. It is inter-
esting to note that Congress has never
held a hearing on establishing a gen-
eral medical innovative system, which
is what patients want. They don’t
want free hospitalization. They want
to be home, disease free.

 In order to jump start the discov-
ery process, and it will definitely
jump start it, the Congress must enact
the Doctornaut Act. Not too long
ago, a discussion draft of it was circu-
lated by Dr. Frist. It’s a simple Act,
five pages versus the 2,400 of the
Affordable Care Act! To learn more
about it visit www.fimdefelice.org,
the website of FIM, the Foundation
for Innovation in Medicine. We also
believe that it’s obligatory that for the
costs estimators to immediately head
back to their drawing boards and
factor in various levels of “cure” rates
and then recalculate costs. The re-
sults will widen eyes and, without
doubt, be the stimulus to move the
Administration or Congress to act.

It’s not at all pie-in-the- sky to
believe that we can dramatically re-
duce suffering, unnecessary death and
Medicare-Medicaid costs within the
near term. Just think about it.

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

 Editor’s note: Dr. DeFelice is
Chairman, FIM, the Foundation for
Innovation in Medicine

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2012 LEAF COLLECTION PROGRAM

The changing color of leaves and the chill in the air remind us that leaf season is approaching, and
the Department of Public Works is busy making preparations for the Town’s annual leaf collection
program.  With cooperation from all residents, and Mother Nature, the Town can continue to provide
efficient and timely service.

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
As indicated on the map on the reverse side, the Town is divided into ten leaf collection areas:  Areas
1-6 on the North side and 7-10 on the South side.

Collection will begin simultaneously on the North and South sides on October 22nd and
expected to continue through December 7th. No leaves will be permitted to be raked/
blown out into the street after this date.

No leaves will be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 13th.

Collection will begin in Area 1 on the North side, and Area 7 on the South side and proceed
in numerical order.

HOW RESIDENTS CAN HELP
We emphasize that the success of any leaf collection program is due, in large part, to the cooperation
of residents. The Town encourages the use of biodegradable leaf bags for residents who wish to have
leaves picked up.  Bagging leaves helps the Town comply with the NJ Stormwater regulations and
will aid in keeping our streets clean during leaf season.  Following are the ways in which you can help:

Before raking leaves to the street, check the map to find out which area you are in and call the “Leaf
Hotline” (789-4120) to determine when the crews will be in your area.  This will minimize the
amount of time leaf piles are on the street.

Residents employing landscapers are required to inform them of the collection schedule and
must fill out the coupon on the back of this flyer so their landscapers can enter the Conservation
Center.  This permit can be used up until December 14th.   As mentioned above, No leaves
will be permitted in the streets until Saturday October 13th.

Tree branches, grass or other debris are not accepted at the Union County compost facilities
and piles containing anything other than leaves will not be picked up.

Leaves should be placed in narrow rows along the street, leaving a space along the gutter for
drainage.  This will help minimize local flooding during rains.  Do not pile leaves on or near drainage
inlets, which can lead to local flooding.

Note:  Leaves cannot be placed closer then ten (10) feet from any inlet.

Keep vehicles off the streets during collection days to avoid interference with leaf collection crews.

CAUTION! Do Not Park Cars Over Leaf Piles.   Hot exhaust systems can ignite the leaves and
cause a car fire.  Also, leaves cannot be picked up if a car is in the way.

After December 7th, residents must either place their leaves in BIODEGRADABLE BAGS
ONLY at the curb for pick up service (See pickup service information in brochure) , or take
them to the Conservation Center.  If you ignore the schedule and guidelines you will be
placing the Town in violation of State Stormwater Regulations.  In addition, you will be
in violation of Westfield Town Code Sections 33-21, 24-1 and 33-5.  The Town Code
Sections can be enforced by way of violation notice and fines/penalties.

OTHER LEAF DISPOSAL OPTIONS
In order to further maximize service, the Town offers residents two other leaf disposal options:

Pickup Service.  Residents will be allowed to place their leaves in BIODEGRADABLE BAGS ONLY
at the curb for  pickup service.  Residents can purchase the biodegradable bags from any Home
Center.  Bags will be picked up curbside by the Town DPW, via the Leaf Hotline (789-4120).
Please leave your message after the recording including your home address.

Conservation Center.  From October 15th to December 14th (weather permitting) the
Conservation Center will be open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., for any residents who want to dispose of their leaves directly. Landscapers
serving Westfield residents may also haul leaves to the Center during this period, provided they have
the required coupon signed by the resident.  The Town Conservation Center will be closed on
the following municipal holidays (Columbus Day-October 8, Veterans Day-November
12, Thanksgiving-November 22 & 23).

Please note: The Conservation Center will be open during the winter on the following Saturdays:
January 5, 12, 19 and March 9 & 23 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., weather permitting.

CHRISTMAS TREES:  Christmas trees must be deposited at the Conservation Center only.
They will not be picked up by the Town at the curb.

LOCAL MEDIA INFORMATION
The Westfield Leader will publish an ad on the leaf collection program. Also, all information
pertaining to leaf collection will be posted on the Westfield Website (www.westfieldnj.gov). In
addition, you can call the Leaf Hotline (789-4120).

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

COMMITMENT YOU CAN COUNT ON.
At Provident Bank, we believe all of your financial goals are important – and, we want to help you
achieve them. That’s why our employees take time to listen to you and help you select the products
and services that make sense. Our goal is to help you make the most of your money. Experience the
kind of commitment that puts your needs first...the kind of commitment you can count on.

WE THINK EVERY FINANCIAL

GOAL IS A BIG DEAL.

800.448.PROV ProvidentNJ.com Member FDIC

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Writer Should Provide
Examples of Obama

Apology Speeches
In last week’s issue, Mr. Tomkin

wrote that, “We [the present adminis-
tration] have been apologizing for
the last three-and-a-half-years for
being who we are, and have been....”

If the Obama Administration has
been apologizing for that long, he
should be able to reply with at least
three concrete, unambiguous ex-
amples of apologies in speeches given
by President Obama or in statements
emanating from the White House and
that a non-partisan group like
FactCheck or PolitiFact classify as
apologies. I look forward to reading
his examples.

John Robison
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

To Reach Us - editor@goleader.com

Gone Fishin, Jake pulls in
a big haul at Echo Lake


