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Letters to
the Editor

For President:
Barack Obama,Chicago,D-I
Mitt Romney,Boston,R

For Senate:
Bob Menendez,N. Bergen,D-I
Joe Kyrillos,Middletown,R

For Congress:
Leonard Lance,Clinton,R-I
Upendra Chivukula,Franklin Twp.,D

For Freeholders (3):
Al Mirabella,Fanwood,D-I
Mohamed Jalloh,Roselle,D-I
Bruce Bergen,Springfield,D
Diane Barabas,Westfield,R
Chris Nowak,Cranford,R
Stephen Kozlovich,Union,R

For Mayor,Scotch Plains:
Mary DePaola,R-I
Kevin Glover,D

For Council,Scotch Plains (1):
Ed Saridaki,R-I
Colleen Gialanella,D

For Council,Fanwood (2):
Robert Manduca,R-I
Mike Szuch,R-I
Jack Molenaar,D
Daniel Levine,D

For Council,Garwood (2):
Tim Hak,R-I
Michael Martin,R
William Nierstedt,D
Ann Palmer,D

For Council,Cranford (1):
W. Scott Mease,R
Thomas Hannen,D

General Election Candidates
Tues, November, 6th

Before Voting, read
www.goleader.com

Marcus Corrects Times Error,
He Doesn’t Receive Health Benefits

Glover Should Relinquish Taxpayer-
Funded Health Benefits, Reimburse SP

I am writing this letter to correct
information, which appeared in the
September 20, 2012 edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. On
page 1 of The Times, the article re-
garding the Scotch Plains Township
Council naming a new township man-
ager contained information report-
ing on the events at the Scotch Plains
Township Council meeting of Sep-
tember 18, 2012. At that meeting, an
issue was discussed regarding the
payment by the township of health
benefits provided to any member(s)
of the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil.

The article mistakenly reported that
I stated that I did have township health
insurance. That information is incor-
rect and is not what I stated at the
council meeting on September 18,
2012, which was televised by SPTV.

At the council meeting, I stated
that I did not receive township health
benefits. I have never received health

insurance benefits paid for by Scotch
Plains Township for my service on
the Township Council.

Upon reading the article contain-
ing the error regarding my statement,
I contacted The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times to advise them of the
incorrect information in the article
regarding the above subject. The
Times immediately acknowledged the
error contained in the copy of the
article and graciously offered to print
a correction in the next edition of The
Times.

I thank The Times for offering to set
the record straight on this issue. I
appreciate the opportunity to clarify
the above information.

Michael L. “Mickey” Marcus
Scotch Plains Councilman

******
Editor’s Note: Mr. Marcus is cor-

rect, and we regret the error. The
sentence should have read “did not.”

I understand that being a member
of the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil can be time consuming and, in
many instances, a thankless job. While
I do not begrudge these elected offi-
cials a modest stipend for their ser-
vice to the community, I am thor-
oughly outraged that Councilman
Kevin Glover takes $25,000 worth of
health benefits for him and his family
from the township. The fact he has
been doing this since he was first
elected means that his family has
received well over $100,000 of ben-

efits from the taxpayers of Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Glover has consistently pro-
claimed that, “We can do better” when
it comes to our municipal budget.
Well, we can; and we can start with
Councilman Glover. I call on the
Councilman to relinquish his tax-
payer funded health benefits, reim-
burse us for what it has cost us over
the years or instead resign from the
township council immediately.

Brian Power
Scotch Plains

Westfield Should Participate In
Meetings on Rahway Watershed

It has been hard to convince
Westfield, Summit and Mountainside
to consider heightening its priority
on storm water management. I have
been told by the mayor of Westfield
that Westfield has taken care of its
internal drainage issues. The
Westfield mayor has then decided
not to actively participate in the re-
gional meetings to try to mitigate
what can be mitigated.

If you trace the brooks and runoff
from Westfield into Cranford, those
added water elevations in Cranford,
for example, “contributed” to the $4-
million damages to Cranford’s
Brookside School. Elementary stu-
dents had to attend school in Garwood
for months. The school is vulnerable
to a next storm. The electrical power
outage for five days during Hurri-
cane Irene was caused by the
riverbanks not holding the water el-
evations, which then flooded the elec-
trical substation located in Cranford.
Many Westfield residents were im-
pacted, not just Cranford residents.
Maybe that provided the connection
thus far lacking for Westfield resi-
dents that this is a regional issue.

Rutgers University recently devel-

oped a map, which shows the eleva-
tion of land in the Rahway River
Watershed. Absent from the regional
flood mitigation meetings have been
Westfield, Summit and Mountainside
representatives. But the map clearly
shows water does go down hill and, at
minimum, these towns should be part
of whatever solution can be found.
Storage in the South Mountain Res-
ervation is one promising strategy
since upstream peak storm water el-
evations are also a major factor. The
regional mayors organization and the
Rahway River Association are devel-
oping a storm water management
strategy to address this public safety
issue locally as well which all towns
need to consider.

Local governments are burdened
with so many tasks and there is always
a focus on serving citizens within the
boundaries of one’s community. My
request is for consideration that this
issue needs to be addressed directly
and boldly with the help of the blue
towns on the map to resolve or at least
to make it less dangerous so that future
storms can be managed better.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

Westfield Hall of Fame Thanks
Supporters for Successful Program

We had a very successful and mov-
ing Westfield Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 19, at the Echo Lake Country
Club. The Westfield Hall of Fame,
sponsored by the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, honors Westfielders who
have made significant contributions
to society. The 10 2012 inductees
join 21 other individuals who were
inducted in the 2009, 2010, and 2011
ceremonies.

There are many people we want to
thank for making the event memo-
rable:

The Patrons who made it possible:
The Thomas Glasser Foundation, The
Rotary Club of Westfield, The
Westfield Foundation, Lee M. Hale,
Nancy Priest and David Rogers,
James Ward, Virginia and Warren
Rorden, TMG Engineering, Richard
and Germaine Trabert, Evalyn Dunn
Gallery, NuPhase Builders, Inc.,
Carol Tener, Downtown Westfield
Corporation, Wallace P. Parker, Sr.,
and Bill and Laura Palatucci.

The Master of Ceremonies, former
Senator and Mayor Rich Bagger, for
managing the induction ceremony so
well.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky for his lau-
datory and encouraging comments
about the Hall of Fame and the
Westfield Historical Society.

The Westfield Community Player

actors who portrayed the ‘early days’
inductees – Samuel Downer (1760-
1848), Charles Clark (1753-1821),
and Charles Codding (1866-1925),
played by actors Lou Savarese, Steve
Lemenille and Russ Ortiz, respec-
tively.

The pianist and clarinetist provided
by the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, Music Director David Wroe, who
performed the musical introductions
of the inductees.

The inductees themselves – Rob-
ert Bauer, Grover Connell, Charles
Clark, Robert Rooke, Gerald Glasser,
Samuel Downer, William Clotworthy,
Robert Buck, Charles Codding and
the McGinleys (Ed II, Ed III, Gerald
and Rick) – all of who were outstand-
ing individuals.

Individuals and organizations
which supported the event and those
being honored: The Westfield Foun-
dation, The Westfield Y, Overlook
Medical Center and Foundation,
James Ward, Union County College,
and members of the Westfield Town
Council.
By: The Westfield Hall of Fame 2012

Committee: Lee M. Hale, Chair,
Wallace Brown, Sherry Cronin, Rich

Elbert, Dr. William Foley, Jane
Francz, Michael La Place, Roger

Love, Don Mokrauer, Virginia
Rorden, Lowell Shantz, and Ed

Wittke

Why All The Focus on
Lighted Turf Field?

Letter after letter to the editor about
the proposed lighted turf field and
meeting after meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education about the field.

Why is there none of the attention
to improvements in the school librar-
ies, to improvements in science labo-
ratories and foreign language work-
shops, to more music and art appre-
ciation, to building an observatory, to
better ways of teaching English and
mathematics and history which is
devoted to the turf field?

A person visiting from Mars would
think that the major concern in
Westfield is whether the public school
students there have a lighted turf field
and not whether the school district
and the public take particular interest
in the intellectual enhancement of
the students.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Westfield Voters Send a Clear Message
Monday’s vote on the $16.9-mil-

lion school bond was so overwhelm-
ing that the board of education ought
to regard it as a verdict on their ad-
ministration. Countless hours of pre-
sentations and expert testimony could
only draw 1,508 votes in support,
around 7 percent of the electorate.

Many people like me trust the BOE
to run our school system efficiently
and don’t feel compelled to follow
developments in detail, until they try
something dramatic like spend way
beyond their budget. Sixty percent of
our property taxes, or $85.5 million,
already goes towards funding our
public schools, and Westfielders gen-

erally pass the school budget every
year. But the bond issue was a huge
step too far and revealed how out of
touch the BOE is with Westfield vot-
ers.

One should hope for some greater
humility and soul-searching within
the BOE going forward. The mes-
sage is to live within the current bud-
get structure. Needed maintenance
delayed for years and a poorly con-
ceived bond proposal have exposed a
board that is seriously off track.

Many of us will be paying closer
attention in the future.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Not ‘So Silly Season,’ Important
Election Campaigns Loom

With 40 days left until the General Election of
November 6, expect to see the campaign pace pick
up for those seeking your vote. Don’t expect to hear
much about the two statewide ballot questions
though. They seldom get attention.

The two statewide ballot questions, in summary,
are:

Question 1 – Should justices and judges be re-
quired to pay some of their benefits?

Question 2 – Should $750 million be borrowed to
spend on the state’s colleges?

For details, see: nj.gov/state/elections/
Our first impressions are that justices and judges

should pay a share of the cost of their taxpayer-
provided benefits — robes or not; and that it’s not
the time to be borrowing more money until our
economy and budgets get fixed. We’d like to hear
what you think.

The crucial Presidential Election Season thus far
has been marked with negative advertising, deflec-
tive quips, misdirection and criticism of opponents
– unfortunately, this is campaign conventional wis-
dom these days.

We believe the thinking public wants to hear
genuine proposals to solving our real problems. We
hope then that the thinking public will be a large
enough voice to prevail in the election; otherwise
what do we have?

The election is not about the 47 percent or the
1 percent, not about the Democrats or Republi-
cans, it’s about the 100 percent, it’s about
America. We must pursue the rising tide where
everyone wins.

Although overshadowed by the national cam-
paign, here in Union County we expect spirited
campaigns in the mayoral race in Scotch Plains as
well the mayoral race in Clark. There are council
races in Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford, Clark
and Garwood.

Mountainside has an uncontested council elec-
tion this year and there is no municipal election in
Westfield.

There are Union County Freeholder and United
States Senator contests expected to be fait accompli.

There is a new twist this year as most of Scotch
Plains and all of Fanwood have been moved to the
12th Congressional District, the boundaries of which
stretch to Mercer County. Do the candidates for the
12th District know that Fanwood and Scotch Plains
exist?

Westfield, Clark, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside will continue to be in the 7th Dis-
trict where Rep. Leonard Lance (R) seeks reelec-
tion opposed by state Assemblyman Upendra
Chivukula (D).

In addition, this year’s ballot will include board of
education candidates (largely unopposed) as the
school election was moved to November starting
this year. However, there will be no school budget
questions on the ballot.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offers space each week for candi-
dates [including party officials] to express their
views to our readers. Also, this is a standing offer
extended all year round to elected officials of the
region currently serving. We thank all that have
participated in this endeavor and encourage others
to take advantage of this opportunity by submitting
pictures and letters throughout the campaign.

Submittals should be written in first person from
the candidate to the reader. Keep the length to about
500 words and submit by the weekend prior to
publication by e-mail to editor@goleader.com. We
will not publish personal attacks, spin and fluff.
Our editors will reject submissions deemed inap-
propriate.

We also invite our readers to submit letters on the
issues and positions dear to them.

We wish all candidates the best of luck in their
campaigns — and for their best of service to the
community should they win.

For fun and to learn more, see at
www.goleader.com, “November 6 General Election
Information” and take the poll.

Berkeley Heights Secession,
A Snowy Day in July

A Berkeley Heights councilman has proposed that
the township, in an effort to reduce property taxes,
secede from Union County and move to either
Morris or Somerset Counties. Councilman Robert
Woodruff’s reasoning is that township residents
would save over $900 in county taxes by moving to
Somerset and over $1,400 by going to Morris. He
says, the owner of an average home in the township
currently pays $3,000 in taxes to Union County.
Overall, residents pay $14.5 million to the county, a
number that would drop $6.8 million in Morris
County and $4.4 million in Somerset.

Secession is not a new concept in northern New
Jersey. Millburn, Roseland and Montclair all at-
tempted to flee Essex County in the last decade.
Essex County taxes are even higher than Union

County.
If Berkeley Heights opts to place a non-binding

referendum on the November ballot in 2013 or
beyond, even if it the question were to pass, the
township would need to get legislation introduced in
the state Legislature and would need a two-thirds
vote of approval in both the Senate and Assembly
before it could advance to Governor Chris Christie’s
desk for consideration.

Holding majorities in both houses, there’s no
chance that Democrats would let such a tax plumb
escape; there is more chance of a Republican win-
ning a Freeholder seat in Union County. Or as
Senator Richard Codey said of Millburn’s attempt
10 years ago, it was “more likely to snow in July”
than for secession to be signed into law.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vedro – A Russian liquid measure

equal to 3.249 gallons
2. Crassamentum – The thick red part

of the blood
3. Pandiculation – The act of stretch-

ing and yawning
4. Jager – A hunter or rifleman

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

JAGAT
1. In Hinduism, animate beings
2. A swordsman
3. A dwarf or pigmy
4. A fish net

PROTIST
1. An enduring conflict
2. An extra seat behind the driver’s

saddle on a motorcycle
3. A religious sect of the early church,

the Aguarians
4. Any one-celled plant or animal

RIEF
1. A claw
2. Robbery
3. Treason
4. Starvation

CURMUDGEON
1. A miser; cantankerous fellow
2. A boil of the gums
3. An instrument for boring
4. A mendicant or homeless person

See more letters on page 5

THE CARTOON?
JOHNNY APPLESEED
PAYS TAXES TOO


