
Page 10 Thursday, September 27, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

... 

Paid for by:  DePaola & Saridaki  for Scotch Plains, Marc Ginsberg, Treasurer, 40 Spruce Mill Ln, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

Keeping Scotch Plains Working for Us  

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
LOCKS AND DAMS…Bob Cozzolina enjoys The Westfield Leader by the
Panama Canal showing the Miraflores Locks and ships going from the Pacific to
the Atlantic Ocean. About 30 to 40 ships use the canal in a 24-hour period.

CADILLAC CRONIES...Local residents hit the car show circuit in Clark with
their Cadillacs and The Westfield Leader. Pictured, from left to right, are: Greg
and June Roser of Fanwood, Arnie Civins of Scotch Plains and John Quattrocchi
of Garwood.

palities together,” Freeholder
Mirabella responded, saying he would
like the program extended to other
towns.

Ms. DeFilippo said Morris and
Somerset Counties have programs
up and running while Hudson County
is three-quarters through completing
their program.

Passaic County also is interested,
but could not get a solar provider.
According to the American Solar
Energy Society, an oversupply in the
Solar Renewable Energy Credits
(SREC) market in New Jersey re-
sulted in a substantial drop in SREC
auction prices. That is said to have
been corrected when Governor Chris
Christie signed legislation over the
summer, S-1925/A-2966, accelerat-
ing Renewable Portfolio Standard
(RPS) requirements by four years to
increase SREC market capacity.

According to the Renewable En-
ergy Program report, Cranford will
save $8,273 the first year and
$157,000 over the next 15 years in
energy costs. The Garwood BOE is
projected to save $5,580 the first year
and $106,989 over 15 years, with
Roselle Park saving $21,973 and
$424,468, respectively. UCC is ex-
pected to save $12,364 the first year
and $242,305 over the length of the
program, while UCVTS is to save
$41,000 in year one and $835,000
over the length of the program.
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Freeholders

were tax-exempt bonds paying 1.80
percent. The two rates permit a por-
tion of the money to be used by RVSA
for the public-private partnership cur-
rently being considered for operation
of RVSA’s co-generation facility.

Mr. Zimmer said a small portion
of the funding, $70,000 per year, or
0.3 percent of the 2012 assessment,
for the next several years would be
assessed to the member municipali-
ties, officials said. This amount
would grow to $125,000 in 2017
and to $225,000 in 2022. He said
the savings from the refinancing
would have almost entirely disap-
peared by the completion of the
third five-year capital asset man-
agement plan, and the additions to
the assessment would rise after that,
but by then, the Authority would
likely be seeing some significant
operating savings from lessened
emergency work.

So, while the assessment on the 11
member towns in the RVSA is shown
rising to $700,000 by 2027 and in-
creasing to $1,000,000 in 2031, this
also represents completion of the use-
ful life of many components pur-
chased during the plant’s expansion,
Mr. Zimmer said. The member towns
are Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Westfield and Woodbridge.

James Meehan, RVSA’s executive
director, compared this program to a
driver who is religious about vehicle
maintenance, and noted that regular
care often increases the useful life of
a car by significant amounts.

Mr. Zimmer described this as a
“unique opportunity for RVSA in the
entire state.” What is not yet clear is
whether the proposed plan is legal.
Mr. Zimmer stated that he believes it
to be legal, but in order to be certain
the savings from the refinancing could
be used, he would need to submit the
program for examination by the New
Jersey attorney general. He said the
greatest risk to this plan was from
recent laws requiring surpluses to be
returned to ratepayers.

Mr. Zimmer also said the plan
should help towns maintain compli-
ance with the state’s 2-percent cap on
property-tax levies by flattening
charges. John Buonocore, an RVSA
staff engineer, noted that the added
costs, which begin at $70,000 per
year, are spread among the member
municipalities. Mr. Meehan said the
refinancing savings, which will be
the primary funding source for this
plan, would represent between $2
and $3 per household each year.

Mr. Zimmer described other pro-
grams of this type occurring through-
out the state, but he said they needed
to be funded by new financing, while
RVSA would, if the plan is approved, be

able to execute the program from exist-
ing financing, thus saving RVSA the
costs associated with new financing.

The Passaic River Litigation, offi-
cially known as N.J. DEP (Department
of Environmental Protection) versus
Occidental Chemical Corp. et al., has
seen what RVSA’s counsel, Brian Hak
of the law firm of Weiner Lesniak,
described as a “surprising” ruling, as
the judge refused to permit defendants
to defer naming fourth-party defen-
dants. N.J. DEP alleges in the lawsuit
that Occidental discharged dangerous
chemicals into the Newark Bay.

A closed session of the RVSA
meeting was held prior to the com-
missioners voting on a resolution to
name fourth-party defendants. When
open session was restarted, a vote
was held on the resolution to file a
fourth-party complaint and the board
voted the resolution down.

In also was announced that
Cranford’s commissioner, Jim Murphy,
has resigned from the board due to
relocation. A replacement has not been
named by the township. The Cranford
Township Committee on Tuesday
named former commissioner Mark
Dugan as the new representative.
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RSVA Hears Presentation

Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
GOP SUPPORT...Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno, center, recently stopped by the
Union County Republican headquarters to give encouragement to phone bank
workers. She is pictured here with Westfield council members,  Asm. Jon Bramnick.
back row at right, and county freeholder candidate Diane Barabas, in back.

BONJOUR...Thirteen students from the Amiens School of Management, located
one hour north of Paris in Amiens, France in the region of Picardie, met with
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky on September 20. All are studying at Kean
University to improve their command of written and conversational English
during the fall semester. They also have been accepted to intern at Walt Disney
World in Orlando, Fla., in the spring of 2013. During their stay in Westfield they
also met with Didier and CJ from Chez Catherine.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Westfield Leader
TRANSITION TIME...Linda Maggio, left, longtime head of the Westfield United
Fund, will assume the role of director emeritus when Deirdre Gelinne, right,
becomes the Fund’s new executive director, effective October 1. Ms. Maggio
oversaw a period of tremendous growth and change in both the town and the
Fund during her nearly four decades as executive director. Also pictured is “Miss
Molly,” Ms. Maggio’s faithful sidekick and a popular presence at United Fund
headquarters and around Westfield. Please see story on page 3.

chairwoman of the NJ Transit Village
study committee.

The borough’s library is asking resi-
dents to contact them with their inter-
est in having ebooks readily available
through the library as part of a feasi-
bility study on the library getting an
ebook subscription, said Councilman
Jim Mathieu, the mayor’s representa-
tive on the library committee.

A pumpkin carving contest will be
held Saturday, October 27, for the first
time as part of the Celebration of
Public Events and Holidays commit-
tee, Ms. Todisco said. The pumpkins
will be judged on five age categories:
kindergarten through second grade,
third through fifth grade, sixth through
eighth grade, adults, and senior citi-
zens, with awards for first, second and
third place per category. More infor-
mation will follow.

Complaints on air traffic noise have
come from Roselle, Roselle Park,
Cranford and, most recently,
Garwood to the Union County Air
Traffic Advisory Board, said Coun-
cilman Mathieu, the borough’s rep-
resentative on the committee.

During public comments, resident
Joe Garitano said there are complaints
from homeowners on the 400 block of
Willow Avenue of rat problems. Ear-
lier this year there were complaints
from the same neighborhood and poi-
son was sprayed in the area. Ms.
Todisco said the Board of Health said
the vegetation there has not died off
after attempts at killing the brush, and
is one of the causes of the problem.

Mr. Garitano also asked to have the
borough newsletter reinstated. Ms.

Todisco said the council’s finance com-
mittee “sees the value in a newsletter.”
She said what has stalled it is the admin-
istration of putting together the newslet-
ter. Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said it could cost a couple thousand
dollars for it to be printed and mailed.

Resident Bruce Paterson said rees-
tablishment of the newsletter was on
Ms. Todisco’s and Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli’s campaign platform and
there should be a push for it to get
printed, considering Ms. Todisco is
the head of the finance committee.

Mr. Patterson also urged the council
to formulate a resolution in support of
Berkeley Heights’ discussion to se-
cede from Union County. Berkeley
Heights Councilman Robert Woodruff
(please see editorial on page 4) sug-
gested the municipality join Morris or
Somerset Counties in order to lower
taxes. “They [the county] are not serv-
ing us. They are serving themselves,”
Mr. Paterson said.

The council adopted, by a 3-2 tally,
a resolution authorizing the signing of
the memorandum of agreement be-
tween the Garwood PBA Local 117
and the borough. As said at the last
council meeting during the initial vote,
Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilman Mathieu said they voted
against the resolution because they
did not support longevity benefits.

The council adopted, by a 4-1 vote,
a resolution to provide salary increases
to the borough’s police officers. Mr.
Mathieu said he opposed giving raises
when people in the private sector have
had salaries frozen and when unem-
ployment in the state is at 9.9 percent.
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Garwood CouncilBut the absence of crossing guards at
the busy intersections has given their
parents pause in allowing children to
walk by themselves.

Without crossing guards, Miss
McCaffrey told the committee mem-
bers, traversing the intersections is
“confusing and scary.” She told of
seeing one friend who believed the
way was clear for him to cross one of
the neighborhood streets, only to have
to dash quickly in order to avoid a car
approaching from the opposite di-
rection.

Committee members praised Miss
McCaffrey for her poise and elo-
quence in making her case for the
crossing guards, and Commissioner
Lisa Adubato said she would look to
see if there was money in this year’s
budget to restore some of the guards.
“We will give it serious consider-
ation,” she told Miss McCaffrey.

In other business, the committee
passed a resolution “encouraging”
residents and landscapers to forgo
the use of leaf blowers on two differ-
ent Saturdays and to use rakes in-
stead. “We do it annually,” noted
Mayor David Robinson, pointing out
that leaf blowers are noisy — often
in excess of 100 decibels, he said —
and blow various pollutants into the
air that can affect children and adults
with respiratory problems. The en-
couraging of raking over leaf blow-
ing will be held on Saturday, October
27 and Saturday, November 3. “It’s
good exercise,” added Commissioner
Adubato.

The committee introduced an or-
dinance that, according to Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell, “streamlines,
formalizes and corrects” a check list
for residents to use when they make
an application to the township plan-

ning or zoning boards. He said the
move was necessitated by “some-
thing that should not have fallen be-
tween the cracks, falling between the
cracks” in a recent application ap-
proval. The public hearing on the
ordinance will be on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 30.

The committee also approved a
change order for an additional $1,131
to W.D. Snyder for water sealant to
be applied to certain walls in the
municipal building as part of the on-
going renovations in the wake of
Hurricane Irene in August 2011. The
committee was set to introduce an
ordinance on Tuesday establishing
historic districts but it was withdrawn
at the last minute. But Mayor
Robinson said the ordinance was re-
moved solely because of an adminis-
trative issue in getting the ordinance
into proper format. He said the com-
mittee is “resolved to get this process
started,” and noted that the Historic
Preservation Advisory Board has been
“working hard” on the issue.

In other matters, the committee
appointed former commissioner
Mark Dugan to be Cranford’s repre-
sentative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA), replacing
Jim Murphy, who recently retired
and relocated out of Cranford.
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