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Union County Performing Arts 
Center’s Hamilton Stage
360 Hamilton Street 
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4 Flavors
a sampling of four works displaying the 
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WSO Performs Big Band
Concert ‘Swing Time’

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra put on their
dancin’ shoes last week with a rous-
ing big band concert “Swing Time”
on September 9 at L’Affaire in
Mountainside.

A new venture for the orchestra,
the Sunday afternoon program pro-
vided music from the golden age of
swing, including an Andrews-sisters-
type female trio, the Manhattan Dolls.

The orchestra was not really “the
orchestra” we associate with the
Westfield Symphony – violins, cel-
los, French horns, etc. – it was the
traditional big band mix of wind in-
struments and percussion. Saxo-
phones, clarinets, trumpets and trom-
bones ruled the day, making that
wonderful, warm, boisterous sound
we associate with this music.

It was not just a concert, either.
While a few folks sat in their seats
tapping their toes, most of the audi-
ence was up on the dance floor, jitter-
bugging, fox trotting and rumba-ing
to the classics of yesteryear. The age
of the dancers varied widely. I saw a
preschooler dancing joyously with
her mother, and grandparents danc-
ing with each other in a reprise of the
music of their youth. Some of the
dancers looked like semi-profession-
als, others were short on style but
long on enthusiasm. It did not matter
– everyone was having fun. And if the
music alone was not enough, drinks
and snacks were available for pur-

chase at the bar.
The music itself was a compen-

dium of the biggest hits from the
biggest bands of the 30s and 40s.
Glenn Miller was represented by a
number of wonderful tunes – his
theme song, “Moonlight Serenade,”
“Chattanooga Choo Choo” (the first
million-selling record), “In the
Mood,” for a few – plus Artie Shaw’s
“Begin the Beguine,” Les Brown’s
“Sentimental Journey,” and Benny
Goodman’s biggest hit, “Sing, Sing,
Sing,” which in 1937 brought down
the house at Carnegie Hall’s first ever
non-classical concert. This wildly
infectious number, featuring drum-
mer Thomas Mulvaney, was prob-
ably the biggest hit of the afternoon,
and to the delight of the audience was
reprised as an encore.

The Manhattan Dolls, three young
women wearing outfits reminiscent
of WWII WAAC (Women’s Auxil-
iary Army Corps), added the vocal
element important in much of this
music. Veterans of USO tours and
jazz shows around the world, they
were featured in such classics as “In
the Mood,” “Someone to Watch Over
Me” and the “Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy of Company C.” When they were
not singing, they were dancing with
members of the audience, having a
good time themselves.

Conductor David Wroe gave ver-
bal introductions to each piece, but
this wonderful music really spoke for
itself. Let’s hope this becomes an
annual event!
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BIG BAND...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra put on their dancin’ shoes last
weekend with a rousing big band concert, “Swing Time,” on September 9 at
L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Early American History
Comes to Life at Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Sunday,
September 30, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and
the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal will host the 31st
annual Union County Harvest Festi-
val, rain or shine at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There is no shortage of things to
do at Trailside on September 30.
Visitors to the Harvest Festival have
the opportunity to enjoy a variety of
displays, demonstrations and activi-
ties, including music and entertain-
ment, children’s toys and games,
Native American cooking and Early
American crafts. An always popular
feature will be the “Build a Scare-
crow” contest, which requires a
nominal fee for participation.

Entertainment will be provided

by the Family Traditions country-
rock band; the Danny Weiss Trio
playing Bluegrass, Americana and
Swing music; the Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires barbershop singers; and
the Native American singers and
dancers of the Red Storm Drum and
Dance Troupe.

Vendors will be on site selling a
variety of food and beverages.

The 31st annual Harvest Festival
will be held rain or shine. Admission
is $4 per person, with children ages
seven and younger admitted free of
charge. Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road (at Coles Avenue)
in Mountainside. Additional infor-
mation can be obtained by calling
(908) 789-3670 or by visiting the
Union County website at
www.ucnj.org.

HARVEST FESTIVAL…Early American life will be celebrated during the 31st
annual Union County Harvest Festival on Sunday, September 30, at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside. An always popular feature of the
day will be the “Build a Scarecrow” contest.

Deutscher Club to
Host Octoberfest

CLARK – The Deutscher Club of
Clark, will host Octoberfest on Satur-
day, October 6. The event is open to
the public.

Bernie’s Orchestra will perform
from 7 to 11 p.m. Admission is  $6 per
non-member, $3 per member. Ger-
man and American beverages and din-
ners will be available from 6 to 9 p.m.

No outside food or beverages per-
mitted and no jeans or sneakers are
allowed. German attire is encouraged.

The club is located at 787 Feather-
bed Lane. Parking is free.

For information, call (732) 574-
8600 or visit deutscherclub.usa.

IN MOZART’S FOOTSTEPS…Jenny Cline, a member of the faculty at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Music Studio, traveled and performed with the
Metropolitan Flute Orchestra this summer. The ensemble, conducted by Paige
Dashner Long, gave concerts in Munich, Germany, Salzburg and Vienna,
Austria, and Bratislava, Slovakia. Pictured here is the twenty-member ensemble,
with Mrs. Cline as the fourth member in the top row, which performed at the
Franciscan Church in Bratislava, Slovenia.

Town Book Store Hosts Author Hefferon

WAA Offer Discussion on
Safety of Art Materials

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) opens its 91st
year with a meeting on Sunday, Sep-
tember 23, at the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, from 1:30-
3:30 p.m.

In response to inquiries from art-
ists, as well as students and their
parents, WAA President Dr. Paul
Deroo will lead an informative inter-
active presentation/demonstration/
discussion on the environmental,
safety and health aspects of both tra-
ditional and current art materials and
practices.

While many federal and state agen-
cies define requirements for indus-
trial and commercial regulatory com-
pliance, much of the fine art commu-
nity has relied primarily on product
labeling by manufacturers as a source
of basic information. Artists without
technical backgrounds often may not
fully understand the direct and indi-
rect significance of even this limited
information and many are still not
aware of the wealth of information
that is readily available simply for the
asking.

Paul Deroo spent 20 years in the
aerospace industry and private con-
sulting as well as 15 years teaching at
the City University of New York and
Drexel University in Philadelphia
from which he recently retired as

Associate Head of the Chemistry
Department. A chemist for 46 years
and an experimental artist for 43
years, in 2010 he combined the two
fields and created and taught the first
Chemistry of Art course at Drexel as
an elective for students at all levels
and of all academic backgrounds. An
accompanying textbook is in prepa-
ration.

The WAA meeting is free and open
to the public and the Community
Room is handicapped-accessible.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, or questions,
contact Mr. Deroo at (908) 337-2535.

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will host Westfield resident Joe
Hefferon, author of “The Seventh Level:
Designing Your Extraordinary Life”
on Saturday, September 22, from 11 -
1 p.m.

In “The Seventh Level,” Joe Hefferon
guides you through a step-by-step pro-
cess for designing, planning and build-
ing a life less ordinary. For those of you
who always wanted a higher level of
personal achievement, but did not know
where or how to begin, “The Seventh
Level” will help you create the blue-
prints for your success.

Joe Hefferon is a retired police cap-
tain and Westfield resident. He is a
contributing writer for The Indie Times
and About.com, where he recently in-
terviewed HGTV star Hilary Farr. He is
currently working on his second novel,
set in 1965 in the scandalous world of
the Hollywood moguls.

Meet Joe Hefferon at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event,  call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of his book.


