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MS Board OK’s Additions
On Maple Ct., Stony Brook

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Borough
of Mountainside’s combined meeting of
the planning board and board of adjust-
ment met Thursday night to consider a
light agenda.

David Wheeler of 1120 Maple Court
came before the board for their consider-
ation of an addition on a non-conforming
lot. Mr. Wheeler has been a resident of
Mountainside for 55 years and is the
original owner of his home. The lot is
about 14,500 square feet and the require-
ment for an addition is 15,000 square
feet. In making the request Mr. Wheeler
said, “When we’re done with the expan-
sion, it will still be a small house.” Mr.
Wheeler’s architect presented pictures of
comparable homes in the area to illustrate
exactly how small of a home it is.

The board granted a variance under the
condition that should drainage issues
arise, he would be responsible to address
retention.

The board also took up the application
of Al Goldstein for his property at 1328
Stony Brook Lane. Mr. Goldstein, who
moved to the home in 2010, stated that
there is a gap between the master suite
and the child’s bedroom. This gap blocks
both the line of sight and access between
the two rooms. He said the layout makes
it difficult for he and his wife to tend to
their daughter should she awaken during
the night. For this reason, their child has
to sleep in her parent’s room. They told
the board they want to make an addition
so that the child is within their line of
sight and can have her own room.

As Mr. Goldstein’s architect, Carl

Mazzola explained, “The home is a typi-
cal Cape-Cod style with stairs in the
middle of the house leading to the second
floor. On that floor there exists a bed-
room on each side of the stairs with a
bathroom in the middle.”

Mr. Mazzola also said that before the
Goldsteins owned the home a fireplace
was installed downstairs, which sepa-
rated the two bedrooms. “Should their
child sleep in the other bedroom and
awaken during the night, they have to go
downstairs, through the living room, into
the dining room and up another flight of
stairs,” Mr. Mazzola said. The new addi-
tion would put an additional bedroom
near the master in order to have easier
access to the child. A side driveway would
be replaced with grass and a patio would
be eliminated. According to Mr. Mazzola,
there will be no drainage issues due to the
incline of the property. The board ap-
proved the request.

The board also memorialized a num-
ber of projects that had been previously
approved. Among them an application
by Robbie G. LL, better known as Prim-
rose School, to build a day care center at
1038 Springfield Avenue. New variances
for the project include a use variance for
the facility and a proposed ground sign
over 50 square feet and lower than six
feet above ground level, a fence over
eight feet and for insufficient parking.

Also memorialized was a change of
tenancy for retail sales at 885 Mountain
Avenue, a shed at single-family dwelling
and a fence at another single-family dwell-
ing.

The next meeting of the board will be
Thursday, October 11, at 7:30 p.m.

County to Take Part in
DEA Initiative

COUNTY — Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella encourages Union
County residents to rid their homes of
unwanted and expired medication at the
Drug Enforcement Administration’s
(DEA) National Take Back Initiative on
Saturday, September 29, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. at Union County Police Depart-
ment, 300 North Avenue East Westfield.

Take Back events are a tool for reduc-
ing the abuse of prescription and non-
prescription medications. The goal of the
program is to allow citizens to turn un-
used, unwanted or expired medications
in to law enforcement officials who will
dispose of the substances in a safe and
non-hazardous manner.

During October 2011, Operation Take
Back New Jersey collected 9,831 pounds
of medication statewide. The Union County
Police Department will be staffed for col-
lection in addition to various municipal
police departments throughout the county.
For a full listing of participating locations,
visit ucnj.org/medication-disposal.

For  information on the Take Back
Initiative, call (908) 654-9800.

Democracy For America
Backs Chivukula

SOMERVILLE — Democracy For
America, an organization with over one
million members nationwide, has an-
nounced their endorsement of 7th
Democratic Congressional candidate
Upendra Chivukula, a state Assembly-
man from Somerset County.

Democracy For America is a
grassroots group working to change the
country and the Democratic Party from
the bottom-up, according to the
Chivukula campaign. They provide
campaign training, organizing re-
sources, and media exposure so that
their members have the power to sup-
port candidates up and down the ballot.

Kean Calls for Pay to Play
To Be Extended to Unions

TRENTON — In response to the
New Jersey Election Law Enforcement
Commission’s latest report analyzing
campaign spending in the 2011 legisla-
tive election cycle, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
has reiterated his call for action to bring
labor unions under the state’s pay-to-
play restrictions. According to ELEC,
55 percent of all special interest Politi-
cal Action Committee (PAC) dollars
spent on the 2011 elections came from
labor unions.

Earlier this year, Sen. Kean submit-
ted S-1917, which would close the loop-
hole allowing labor unions to avoid
limits on campaign activity currently
faced by all other beneficiaries of pub-
lic contracts.

“The goal of pay-to-play restrictions
is to prevent the recipient of public
contracts from having undue influence
over the elected officials with which
they are negotiating,” Sen. Kean said.
“But current law allows labor unions,
with billions of dollars in contracts at
every level of government in the Gar-
den State, to use their financial re-
sources to elect those they believe will
give them the most lucrative deal. This
inequity in the law is indefensible for
anyone whose goal is true reform.”

Sen. Kean noted that in the 2004 law
passed under total Democratic control
in Trenton, with unions giving the vast
majority of their campaign support to
Democratic candidates.

“The omission of unions from the
pay-to-play statute almost exclusively
benefits the political party that wrote
the law,” Sen. Kean said. “With 94
percent of union PAC contributions
going to support Democratic candidates
for office in 2011, the law is picking
electoral winners and losers and protect-
ing one political party. In this scenario,
the voters lose accountability over the
elected officials who are supposed to be
negotiating on behalf of taxpayers rather
than promoting the interests of their
campaign benefactors.”

Alex Taner  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE WILL NEVER FORGET...Mountainside Police Chief James Debbie, left,
and Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, right, join members of the
Mountainside Police Department and Union County Sheriff’s Department and
other law enforcement agencies at a ceremony on September 11 at Union County
September 11th Memorial in Echo Lake Park, Mountainside. The ceremony
remembered the 60 Union County residents who perished in the 9/11 attacks.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Kean Bd. Extends Farahi
Contract Five Yrs. at $293K

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — The Kean University Board
of Trustees (BOT) on Monday voted unani-
mously to extend the present contract of its
controversial president, Dawood Farahi,
for another five years, at a salary of
$293,550 per year, with a retention bonus
of $250,000 due in June of 2013.

The BOT poled the members after a
two-and-a-half-hour break in the meet-
ing when they went into executive ses-
sion. Mr. Farahi has been with the school
for about nine years.

“Each September, the BOT reviews
the terms of the contract and decides
whether to extend it. This contract is
extended another five years and will go
on until June 30 of 2018,” said Matthew
Caruso of the university’s press office.

Mr. Farahi has faced criticism from
faculty and others when it was revealed,
last year, that there were many discrepan-
cies on multiple résumés of his over the
years. He has said that the discrepancies
were mistakes made by clerks who pre-
pared the résumés.

James Castiglione, president of the Kean
Federation of Teachers, said, “It it were
anyone else, anywhere else, in a work
situation, they would be fired. Scott Th-
ompson, the CEO of Yahoo, was forced to
resign, this year, for doing the same thing!”

The school, itself, has been put on no-
tice by the Middle States Commission on
Higher Education that it is in danger of
losing its accreditation. The Star Ledger
reported on Saturday, September 15, that
a group from the Middle States Commis-
sion on Higher Education recently visited
the campus and shared preliminary find-
ings with the administration. The article
quotes Mr. Farahi as saying their assess-
ment was largely positive. The woman’s
basketball team and its former head coach,
Michele Sharp, have been severely criti-
cized by the National College Athletic
Association (NCAA) and banned from
playing in the 2012-2013 season.
NCAA.com reported, in April, that the
women’s basketball program lacked moni-
toring which lead to impermissible finan-
cial and extra benefits for its student ath-
letes according to NCAA Division III
Committee On Infractions, which resulted
in the ban. Further restrictions were self-
imposed by by the university.

These are trying times for the school
and its president, however, and at the
start of the meeting, Mr. Farahi received
high praise from student and faculty mem-
bers. Margaret McMenamin, president
of Union County College, said, “We are
proud of your work. Kean University is
our number one partner. Dr. Farahi is
known as a visionary. He has created a
steadily focused university. Union County

College students, across the board, choose
Kean. Dr. Farahi has transformed the
school and done what most college presi-
dents didn’t think was possible. It has
become the envy of every other college
and university in New Jersey. I commend
this board. Kean has become a trailblazer
in higher education in New Jersey.”

All of the speakers were not so compli-
mentary. Kathleen Henderson, of the Kean
University Adjunct Faculty Federation
(K.U.A.F.F.) said, “We are now renowned
nationwide for being such a tight knit
family here at Kean. One only has to look
at our august Board of Trustees and the
Kean China Board, to see how well things
keep in the family. We have a board made
up of relatives of former and current leg-
islators, business partners, superintendents
of local district schools, where we place
our own students for student teaching, law
firm’s experts, and alumnae.

“We even have a secret weapon, the
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the
Middle States Association. Now, dare
the Middle States to go after us for integ-
rity, or leadership and governance and
find fault with that. Let us not forget our
own private godfathers, Senator (Ray)
Lesniak and Governor (Chris) Christie,
who, like good godfathers, make sure
things are run as they expect things to be
run, their way!”

Following the vote board members
shared their feelings.

“With Dr. Farahi, I hope to see the
same progress we’ve seen earlier,”  Board
Secretary Michael D’Agastino said. Re-
ferring to the newest member of the board,
(Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools Superintendent) Thomas
Bistocchi, he said, “We’re happy to have
Tom Bistocchi. He has the experience in
the community and he’s a perfect fit.”

Mr. Bstocchi said, “I have a lot of good
feeling about Kean, and work with the
University in my capacity as superinten-
dent of Union County Vo-Tech.” Mr.
Bistocchi is also the secretary of the
Middle States Commission on Second-
ary Education.

Mr. Farahi commented on his reap-
pointment by saying, “I am just grateful
to this board and I want to carry on with
the transformation of the university. It’s
a privilege to serve.”

Mobile Shredder At
Warinanco Sept. 29

ROSELLE – Union County’s mobile
paper-shredding program for personal
documents will be available on Saturday,
September 29, in the Warinanco Ice Skat-
ing Center parking lot in Warinanco Park,
off Thompson Avenue in Roselle from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., rain or shine.

Rahway River Watershed
Conf. Tonight in Millburn

REGION — The Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Control
and the Rahway River Association (RRA)
will hold a Rahway River Watershed Storm
water Management Conference tonight,
Thursday, September 20, at 6:30 p.m. at
the Millburn Library. The pre-conference
session will begin at 6:30 p.m.

The conference will include presenta-
tions on best practical storm water man-
agement practices including some that
are already being implemented in the
watershed. Among those to be featured
are: “Storm Water Management Issues in
New Jersey,” Chris Obroptam, associate
professor with the Department of Envi-
ronmental Sciences at Rutgers Univer-
sity; “Municipal Responsibilities Under
New Jersey Stormwater Regulations,”

Sandy Batty, executive director of Asso-
ciation of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC); “Good Ways to
Reduce Storm Water Runoff, Amy Rowe,
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Environ-
mental and Resource Management for
Essex and Passaic Counties; and Michele
Bakacs, Rutgers Cooperative Extension
Environmental and Resource Manage-
ment for Union and Middlesex Counties.

In addition, discussion will center
around a regional plan that communities
can implement. Some of the conference’s
objectives include: reaching agreement
to require planning and zoning boards to
receive training in storm water manage-
ment and best storm water management
practices; implementation of a region-
wide green technology demonstration
project(s) involving developed areas, and
reconsideration of current storm water man-
agement ordinances to emphasize or aug-
ment ways to reduce storm water runoff.

County POW/MIA
Ceremony on Sept. 21
COUNTY — Members of the public

are invited to join with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in honor-
ing the sacrifices of the nation’s prison-
ers of war and military personnel missing
in action by attending the Union County
POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony
tomorrow, Friday, September 21, at 11:15
a.m. in front of the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth.

In case of rain, the ceremony will be
held indoors in the first floor Rotunda of
the Courthouse.

www.goleader.com
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