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l'ennemi du journaliste

REGGIE GREEN, JIM DWYER GET TOUCHDOWNS; TROY KETLER HITS 32-YARD FIELD GOAL

Cougar Gridmen Rally Late to Victimize Warriors, 17-14
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School foot-
ball team, rallied from a five-
point deficit to victimize the
Watching Hills Warriors, 17-14,
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 8.

“I thought Watchung Hills did
an outstanding job both offen-
sively and defensively. They
fought hard. They played hard.
They have 25 seniors on that
team. Coach Crisafi had them
ready and they had a final run.
What I will say for us, and that
was a question mark for me, was
if we had the fortitude. Last
year’s team, I knew had it. This
year’s hasn’t proven anything
yet. But the fact that they were
able to prove that they could
settle down, keep their compo-
sure and then get to work against
a very tough offense [is good],”
said Cranford Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier.

On the opening kickoff, junior
Joe DeSilva, behind outstanding
blocks, charged into Warrior ter-
ritory for 37 yards. Three plays
later, Green plunged four yards
into the end zone providing a 6-
0, Cougar lead with 10:16 left.

“It was an option play, I made
the right read and the offensive
line did a great job,” said Green.

On the ensuing kickoff, Warrior
Anthony Prus sprinted 41 yards.
Three plays later, Prus found the

end zone with a four-yard scam-
per to knot the score.

Penalties plagued the Cougars,
and the tide appeared to be shift-
ing somewhat when the running
duo of Prus and Andrew Keller
had things going their way. De-
spite Keller’s 35-yard end-around
sweep into the end zone that was
negated on a holding penalty, he

later repeated the feat with a 12-
yard blast to pay dirt. The two-
point conversion was successful,
putting the Warriors on top 14-6
with 4:42 left.

After a Cougar fumble on the
46-yard line, the Warriors engi-
neered an impressive drive that
stalled in the red zone when game
officials halted the contest due to

lighting. With both teams in the
locker room, the Cougars reor-
ganized their defensive forces,

halting the drive on the 21.
In the second quarter, Cougar

Troy Ketler successfully booted a
32-yard field goal to narrow the
lead to 14-9.

Sloppy play and yellow laun-
dry (penalties) strewn across
the field hampered both teams
through the third and fourth
quarters. The Cougars did

threaten to get on the scoreboard
when Green hooked up with
Bobby Bruns for 27-yards. Evan
Zoughy (6 rushes for 40 yards),
on an end-around, followed with

a 19-yard surge settling the ball
on the six. An untimely fumble
at the 10, however, placed the
ball back into Warrior hands.
Bruns finished with five recep-
tions for 51 yards.

After an excellent defensive
stand, the Cougars roared back
with determined vengeance. With
the ball on the 32, Green com-
pleted to Bruns for 14 yards.
Three plays later, running back
Jimmy Dwyer (9 rushes for 41
yards), behind excellent blocks,
charged 18-yards for the touch-
down. The two-point conversion,
Green-to-Zoughy, was success-
ful, giving the Cougars a 17-14
lead with 6:10 remaining in the
third quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the Cou-
gars’ defense maintained their
focus and aggressiveness, and
the offense threatened to put
additional points on the board
when Green marched his troops
up field settling the ball on the
eight-yard line. The Warrior de-
fense, however, held tight. With
time slipping away for the War-
riors, the Cougar defensive unit
roared loudly for the last time
when defensive lineman Jeff
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7, rolls in for a four-yard touchdown
against Watching Hills at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 7. The Cougars won, 17-14.
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