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Depth should allow the Cranford
High School girls cross-country
team to take a huge leap for-
ward, and determination could
allow the Cougar boys to con-
tinue the success that they have
enjoyed for the past three years.

“We had an infusion of talent in
the freshman class. We have five
girls, who can immediately com-
pete for varsity spots. These girls
competed at Junior Nationals this
past summer, and they had a
tremendous amount of success.
They give us some depth that we
haven’t had in a long, long time,”
Cougar Head Coach John Schiano
said.

The freshmen referred to are:
Megan Power, Amanda Bush,
twins Katie and Claire Drewniak
and Jillian Walter. So the compe-
tition for the top-7 spots
could be fierce.

“It’s going to bring out the
best of our veteran runners
as well. They really compli-
ment each other very well,”
Coach Schiano said.

Senior Katia Oltmann,
who had strong perfor-
mances at the county and
sectional meets the past
two years, has been se-
lected as the team cap-
tain. Sophomores Keara
Reilly and Julie Byrne are
also in the mix for top
spots.

“Katia has really em-
braced the leadership role.
She’s taken a lot of the
younger runners under her
wing. She’s showing them
the ropes. She’s very ex-
cited, because she hasn’t
had this kind of depth be-
hind her in a long time.
They have already made it
their goal that they are
going to take a shot at that
conference title. They want

to send her off with a super se-
nior season,” Coach Schiano said.

The Cougar boys won two sec-
tional titles and a conference title
in the past three years and are
looking to be in the mix once
again.

“They have had a tremendous
amount of success winning ma-
jor titles each of the past three
years. We did lose a lot of se-
niors, but that’s happened be-
fore, and we’ve been able to
come back strong. They are look-
ing to win that conference meet.
They are not making excuses.
They are still wanting to be suc-
cessful,” Coach Schiano said.

Seniors Tom Feeney and
Brendan Donovan have had the
experience of competing in key
meets and have assumed the
responsibility as team captains.

“They take their role very seri-

mores, Emily Roman, Anna Lee
Gallo, Marissa Dankosky and Leah
Jayne, have been vying for the
first and second doubles posi-
tions.

“We had a little bit below a .500
record, so this year we are look-
ing above that. I think our doubles
players are going to be the ones
who are going to pick us up this
year, and hopefully we will get a
bunch of wins from Marianna as
well,” Coach Goldstein said.

Dzunova will remain at first
singles.

“She’s been working a lot dur-
ing the off-season to help bring
her game up. She is starting off
this year a little bit stronger than
last year. Her serves are getting
a lot better, so we are looking for
her to do a lot better than last
year,” Coach Goldstein said.

Additionally, Dzunova had been
selected team captain

“She is the strongest player we
have. She’s friendly. She has
been helping out the younger
players over the summer and so
far with the practices,” Coach
Goldstein said.

Junior Laura Van Horn and
sophomore Alexandra Czyrnsnic
have been battling to see who
will at second singles and who
will be at third singles.

“They are going to be back and
forth between the second and
third singles. Laura, it’s her third
year with us. Alex has been prac-
ticing a lot in the off-season as
well,” said Coach Goldstein, who
added, “First doubles and sec-
ond doubles is pretty much up
for grabs also. Their talents are
very close together.”

The Lady Cougars’ first home
match will be against Roselle Park
on Friday, September 7, at 4
p.m.

ously. They set the tone for the
rest of the team. They see the
right way to conduct themselves.
I think success is going to trickle
down from there through all of
our levels,” Coach Schiano said.

Juniors Connor McMahon and
Tom Philip were in the top-7 last
year and this year juniors Jimmy
Sweeney and Vinnie Papandrea,
and seniors Liam Laverty and Zach
Fitzgerald, along with sophomore
Kevin Szczech are expected to be
in the mix with them.

“Connor McMahon had a
breakout year last year in all
three seasons, and I think he can
make another jump. He’s got a
really high ceiling. And Tom Philip,
as well, is primed for a big jump.
Combined with the depth we have
behind them, we can be a solid
team again this year,” Coach
Schiano said.

OLTMANN GIRLS CAPTAIN; FEENEY, DONOVAN BOYS CAPTAINS

Cougar XC Girls, Boys Expect Good Results

Cougars Look to Future in Tennis
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COUGARS SINGLES PLAYERS…Senior captain Marianna Dzunova, left,
and sophomore Alexandra Czyrnsnic, along with junior Laura Van Horn (not
shown), comprise the Lady Cougar tennis team’s singles corps. Dzunova has won
the first singles spot, while second and third singles has yet to be determined.
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COUGAR CROSS-COUNTRY CAPTAINS…Seniors Tom Feeney, left, Katia Oltmann,
center, and Brendan Donovan have been named captains of the Cougar boys and girls
cross-country teams.


