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TEAM CAPTAINS – PAPARATTO, FITZGERALD, WALESKI

Cougar Soccer Boys Believe
They Can Play with the Best

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition in the conference and
in Union County has been fierce
with teams such as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Westfield, Elizabeth and
Union, but this year’s Cranford High
School boys soccer team that has
taken its lumps the past two years
feel ready to go nose-to-nose with
the best.

“This year, considering how young
we were last year, we have a senior-
laden team. We have 14 seniors.
Many of whom are trying to find
their positions and are versatile play-
ers, who we can move around to
different positions. We have a lot of
varsity experience, and we are look-
ing forward to parlaying that into
success on the soccer field,” Cougar
first-year Head Coach Greg
Campbell said.

Among those 14 seniors, three,
Tommy Paparatto, Tom Fitzgerald
and Jake Waleski have been selected
as the Cougars’ captains. Fitzgerald
will be a holding center midfielder.

“He is going to be one of our guys in
the middle. He’s also going to be play-
ing the captain’s role. We are expect-
ing him to be a real presence on the
field for us,” Coach Campbell said.

Paparatto, who was on the injured
list most of last year, will also play in
the midfield.

“The other big name that I am

expecting a big year from is Tommy
Paparatto, who will be playing one
of the holding center mid spots.
Tommy missed a lot of last year with
a knee injury, so I think he’s ready to
bounce back. He’s going to be one of
our most important players on the
field,” Coach Campbell said.

Waleski will play the sweeper po-
sition and junior Andrew Gee will be
the stopper.

“Jake has a real physical presence
on the field and really locks down
our defense. Right in front of him,
we have a really talented junior,
Andrew Gee, whom I am expecting
big things from playing the stopper,
but we are going to give him some
versatility and some room to run
around, because he’s good when he
has his foot on the ball, and he’s
good at making plays,” Coach
Campbell said.

Another person, who has been and
will be a strong presence, especially
when it comes to attacking oppo-
nents’ goal, is senior attacking
midfielder Matt Aquiles.

“I am really looking forward to his
development and kind of opening
him up. With the system of play that
we are going to get into, he’s going
to be a big time focus for us in the
middle,” Coach Campbell said.

Seniors James Sands, Mike
Helmstetter and Mike Kniazuk will
man the striker/wing positions. Se-

niors Curtis Warfenberg and Mike
Salvador will also be at the wings.
Senior Ryan Wright and junior Peter
Strotz are expected be at outside
back, along with seniors Jason
Pastuzyn, Brian Leu and James
Budries.

Sophomore Zach Hoffman will be
the Cougars’ last line of defense at
goalkeeper. Last year, Hoffman
handled himself well at the position.
Senior Nick Durant is expected to be
the backup goalkeeper.

“Zach is going to be great in goal
for us. He really stepped up as a
freshman. We feel really confident
with him in goal for us,” Coach
Campbell said.

The Cougars will have a challenge
early on in a showdown against a
very tough Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team on Tuesday, September 11, at 4
p.m. in Scotch Plains.

“We are familiar with many of the
teams on our schedule, like Eliza-
beth, Union, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Those are games we are
looking forward to. They are soccer-
competitive schools. We want to play
the best to prove that we belong with
the best and we can beat the best. We
are fortunate to be in such a competi-
tive county,” Coach Campbell said.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield, the fifth winningest foot-
ball program in state history (behind
only Phillipsburg, Hammonton,
Paulsboro and Montclair), kicks off
the 2012 season Friday night at Eliza-
beth. The two North 2, Group 4 pe-
rennial powers will be playing in the
newly formed Group 5 this fall.

Yes, when the state athletic asso-
ciation got together to come up with
a way to play down to single group
champions, they somehow managed
instead to add a fifth division and
four MORE sectional champions!
There will still be four sections, but
five group sizes for the public schools,
meaning 20 sectional champs, rather
than the 16 they’ve been giving out.

Schools in North 2, Group 5 are
(according to school size):

Elizabeth 3001, Bridgewater-
Raritan 2,086, Bayonne 1869, Union
1706, J.P. Stevens 1446, Piscataway
1637, Perth Amboy 1555, Watchung
Hills 1505, Edison 1471, Franklin
1370, Westfield 1363, Ridge 1325,
Columbia 1313, North Hunterdon
1275, Phillipsburg 1262.

Ironically North 2, Group 4, which
for years has been arguably the state’s
toughest section, this year is one of
the easier groups, or at least it’s got
fewer big names. Last year’s 1-8 seeds
were: Hunterdon Central, Westfield,
Elizabeth, East Orange, Franklin,
Union, Bayonne, Piscataway. Six of
them have moved up to Group 5,
Hunterdon Central moved to Central
Jersey, Group 5 and East Orange is in
North 1, Group 5.

Schools in North 2, Group 4 are:
Memorial (West New York) 1240,

Kearny 1230, Barringer 1216, Linden
1203, Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1111,
Millburn 1105, West Morris 1043,
Morristown 1033, Mendham 1019,
East Side (Newark) 998, Warren Hills
998, Plainfield 991, Rahway 991,
Irvington 976, Ferris (Jersey City) 973.

The 2012 Blue Devils face the
toughest September schedule in
school history. After opening at Eliza-
beth (9-3 last year) and Hillsborough
(4-6) on Sept. 7 and 14, they’ll face
Hunterdon Central (8-2) and
Phillipsburg (7-3) at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium on Sept. 22 and 29. And the
October schedule starts at Union. I
think it’s fair to say that’s among the
toughest opening five games of any
public school in the state.

And gone are record-setting half-
back James O’Rourke, wideout Pete
Ondi, quarterback Nate Mitchell and
kicker Jon Gribbin. They helped WHS
to a 7-1 record and a state Top 20
ranking following a 37-6 drubbing of
No. 9 Immaculata. Yes, they stumbled
across the finish line 7-3 (losing 13-
7 and 22-21 in its final two), but 7-3
is basically the same record as all the
toughies they’ll play in September
were last year. And they all graduated
good players, too.

Scrimmages against Long Branch,
Bayonne, Somerville and Pascack
Hills have been generally positive, for
as much as you can take out of scrim-
mages. Christian Menares-Brown has
won the job at quarterback, and will
hand the ball to runners Mike Hughes,
Eugene Rawles and Shakiyl Glasco.
Top receivers figure to be Sean and
Dylan Elliott, Matt Catanzaro and
Donnell Wright, along with tight ends
Dave Kane and Tom Anderson. The o-
line has Brenton Harries, Chris
Sweeney, Joe Nanna, Matt Weisglass
and Justin Mitchell.

The d-line has Joe Scaglione, Ander-
son, Harries and Kane. The lineback-
ers are Nick LeFace, Ryan Esposito,
Sweeney and Evan Williams. Rawles,
Glasco and Holden Erhart look to be
the starting secondary.

BREWSTER STARTS
Will Brewster, the son of former

WHS quarterback Roger Brewster
(’83) and nephew of current baseball
coach Bob Brewster (’68), is the start-
ing quarterback for perennial Ala-
bama scholastic powerhouse Moun-
tain Brook, which opened its season
with a 10-7 win Friday night against
Tuscaloosa County.

Brewster, a junior, takes over a
program that was ranked No. 1 in the
state going into the 2011 playoffs and
is No. 4 this fall. And Will wears No.
14, just like his father and uncle did
for Gary Kehler.

POST 3 LEGION
Usually we open the fall season

with a report on how the Martin
Wallberg Post 3 American Legion

baseball team did this past summer.
It’s especially interesting to me, hav-
ing had lunch last week with Rob
Schram and Charley Widmer, stars of
the 1964 team that reached the state
final.

Sadly, coach Ken Miller reports
there was not much to report on, that
most of the kids had gone to the AAU,
Travel Teams that have seemingly
taken over the sporting world. I’m
not going to say anything more on
that subject, because I don’t need a
lawsuit thrown at me. But if Ken is
right, and the Post 3 team may not be
back, well, it’s just one more thing
from the glory days that has disap-
peared.

PAUL JACKSON FUND
The Paul Jackson 5K/2-Mile Walk

and Kids’ Fun Run is scheduled for
Sunday, Oct. 14, at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Mary Jackson, the late
Jackson’s older sister, is hoping for
an increase in the number of partici-
pants (and/or donations).

Greg Schmidt, a ’79 WHS alum
like Paul, is encouraging WHS grads
to come and participate, or donate.
He has even started a website –
w w w . f i r s t g i v i n g . c o m /
pauljacksonfund – that includes a
picture of the two, along with Jimmy
Tyler. Best news of all, some WHS
students are reportedly trying to start
a PJF Club at the high school, which
would be very sweet.

HALL OF FAME UPDATE
The 10th Westfield Athletic Hall of

Fame induction dinner will be held
on Monday, Nov. 19, at the Westwood.
Tickets will be going on sale soon, so
stay tuned for where to pick yours up.

This year’s inductees include: the
late Ray Bailey (’60), the late Terry
Bentley (’58), Paul Byrne (’69), Gor-
don Clark (’70), Mike Drury (’87),
Jim Kovacs (’62), Kim Kumpf (’90),
Roger Love (’57), Noreen Morris
(’83), the late Danny Nichols (’61),

the late Henry Stevens (’17), Aimee
Stout (’92), lacrosse coach Shaun
Cherewich, the 1961 football team
and the 1978 boys tennis team. Greg
Chlan (’65), an inductee who was
unable to attend in 2010 due to sur-
gery, will be there, too.

For information, contact Lee Hale
(232-1041), Bill Jordan (232-6463)
or Sandy Mamary (789-4512).

MITCHELL PASSES
Speaking of the Hall of Fame, we

lost one of our original inductees. It
turns out that Sam Mitchell, one of
the greatest athletes to ever play at
WHS, passed away back in Decem-
ber 2010. I just heard about it last
month. I guess that’s how it goes.

Mitchell was a superstar back in
Joe Freeman’s single-wing offense, a
high-scoring basketball forward and
an outstanding p-cf-1b on the base-
ball team. At the University of Wash-
ington he continued to play all three
sports. After graduation he signed a
pro contract with the Philadelphia
Phillies and became a solid minor-
league catcher.

When he was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
1994, the first induction class, he
gave a speech that had most of those
in attendance in tears. Let’s just say
that Sam didn’t grow up in the coun-
try club part of town. But he devel-
oped into a great athlete and repre-
sentative of our town.

Sadly, once you’re gone, it doesn’t
take too long to be forgotten. Sam,
however, won’t quickly be forgotten
by anybody who ever saw him play,
knew him or even just met him at his
Hall of Fame induction.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every week during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Westfield Kicks Off 2012
Football Season Tomorrow

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING A SENIOR-LADEN TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are team captains Tommy Paparatto, Tom Fitzgerald and
Jake Waleski, who plan to lead a senior-laded Cougar boys soccer team into an exciting season.
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Soccer Blue Devils Come in Fit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

ball. Sarah Freer really came on last
year. All three girls want to play col-
lege soccer. Sarah came in really fo-
cused, really driven. She is going to
be one of the main cogs in our
midfield,” Coach Schmidt said.

Kenny and Greenspan will head
the defense, along with Davis, jun-
iors Mary Randazzo and Katie
Eliades, and sophomore Elena
Chermak.

“Jess and Caroline Greenspan both
have experience back there. Mary
Randazzo has been playing since she
was a freshman. We are looking for
the three of them, along with Erica
Davis to lead our backs this year and
hopefully keep us in big games,”

Coach Schmidt said.
Junior Hannah Mackenzie and

sophomore Kiera Loftus have been
vying for the goalkeeper position.

“Hannah Mackenzie has been on
the team for two years. She was the
backup to Gabby Gold and Sophia
DeVita, and now maybe it is her time.
She’s got the first run at goal, but Kiera
Loftus hopes to pressure in goal. That’s
what we want. Competition in goal,
just like everywhere else! Nothing is
decided yet. We will see who wins the
job in the end,” Coach Schmidt said.

The Blue Devils will open their
season against Union today, Septem-
ber 6, at 4 p.m. at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 12-09-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on June 19, 2012. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm Monday through Friday.

 This ordinance amends Chapter 184 of
the Fanwood Borough Code to revise the
zoning map of the Borough to provide that
all properties fronting on Terrill Road from
Block 1, Lot 2 to the border of Scotch
Plains Township shall be located in the
General Commercial Business District. The
following lot will be subject to the change in
zone: Block 1, Lot 2.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on September 18, at
7:30 p.m., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
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