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By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Pointe at
Garwood’s Communications Com-
mittee hosted the Garwood Re-
publican candidates for borough
council at the complex’s club-
house, last Thursday night, to
discuss their platforms and views,
and answer residents’ questions.
Democratic candidates appeared
the previous week.

Incumbent Councilman Timo-
thy Hak told the audience that
the importance of volunteerism
in a small town is what has driven
his work on the council for the
past three years. “My experience
has taught me a lot and I would
love your vote,” Mr. Hak said.
“The town is changing and I feel
strongly that I can guide the
town in the right direction.”

Mr. Hak’s running mate Michael
Martin, who is new to the local
political scene, is the owner of a
Garwood-based event planning
business and has a corporate
background, having worked for
30 years at AT&T in customer
service and sales training.

“I want to run because I want to
help Garwood,” Mr. Martin said.
“I come at this from a business
perspective. There are very rare
times that our taxes are going to
go down, but I believe we can
control taxes a lot better if we
have more of a stable base for
rateables. Bringing more things
into Garwood is a great idea.”

Referencing the many large
empty buildings in Garwood along
North Avenue, a resident in the
audience asked both candidates
how they intended to lure big
business into the borough. Mr.
Martin responded by saying he
would look at what other towns
in similar situations have done
successfully and that he would
hold more events in the borough

to put Garwood on the map. Mr.
Hak pointed to the abundance of
potential parking at the loca-
tions, saying that it should be
easy to attract big business since
they would be offering them a
large parking lot.

In response to a resident refer-
ring to the current council, which
is mostly Republican, as being
“divided amongst themselves,”
Mr. Martin said he believes in
working with Democrats.

“Give me a shot,” Mr. Martin
said. “Maybe a fresh pair of eyes
will help – maybe things will
change.”

Defending criticism of the cur-
rent council’s spending, Mr. Hak
told the crowd that they were
able to negotiate with the local
Policemen’s Benevolent Associa-
tion (PBA) to get them to lower
their salary increase over the
next three years, “which will save
money immediately for the town.”

Several Pointe residents ques-
tioned the candidates on their
position regarding the fact that
they pay the highest taxes in
town, but receive fewer services
than other residents. Pointe resi-
dents pay between $12,000 and
$14,000 and the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
does not clear their two roads or
parking lots during snow fall, nor
does the Garwood pay for the
maintenance and operation of the
street lights and fire hydrants on
the complex’s property. Addition-
ally, children who live at the Pointe
cannot attend public schools in
Garwood, the residents said.
“The town did agree to pick up the
garbage,” Mr. Hak said. “It’s a
matter of the agreement that the
contractor made with the town.”
Mr. Martin responded to the same
issue by saying, “I don’t think it’s
fair anytime there’s a developer
contract with the town – the people

Regarding Mr. Victor’s letter
last week: My goodness! It
sounds as though Glenn Beck
has been telling some of us how
to vote, and why!

I grew up in Westfield, class of
’76. My parents, and a majority
of Westfield residents (then as
now) were Republicans. Yet, in
all the time I lived in Westfield,
I never heard anyone say any-
thing about Kennedyization,
Johnsonization, Carterization or
Clintonization. Or create an
elaborate description of a Demo-
cratic president as the “Wicked
Wizard of the West,” whatever
that is. By the way, I’m pretty
sure there was no “western” wiz-
ard, at least not in the 1939 film
with which we’re all familiar.

Nor did I ever hear overheated
rhetoric like “slow death of your
liberty,” “victory over tyranny,”
or “the dark forces” (whew!) ap-

plied to any white Democratic
presidential candidate, or any
candidate for that matter. I grew
up thinking phrases like that were
associated with fringe, con-
spiracy-minded or racist groups
like the John Birch Society,
Lyndon Larouche supporters, Ku
Klux Klan, or Nazi party. Respon-
sible pundits or voters didn’t (and
don’t) communicate or even think
in those terms.

This November 6th, my hope is
that all voters (eligible ones only,
of course!) perform their duty as
citizens and vote for their pre-
ferred candidates. But I also hope
that voters’ choices are moti-
vated by their rational selves,
and not by their fears, delusions,
or racial prejudices.

A lot to ask of some, I’m afraid!
Robert Gregory

Cranford

Hopefully Voters Will Be Rational; Not
Motivated By Fear, Delusion, Prejudice

always get stuck in the middle.
And that can always be revisited.”
When asked their opinions on the
concept of merging Garwood with
one of the neighboring towns, Mr.
Hak told the audience that while it
sounds like a nice idea, he does
not know if it would benefit
Garwood right now.
“Merging sounds like a neat idea,
but I don’t think Westfield would
want us,” Mr. Hak said. “Cranford
is in a real financial crunch so our
taxes might actually go up” if
Garwood were to merge with
that township.
“One thing we need to push to
save money is shared services,”
Mr. Martin said. “I am in favor of
merging Garwood with another
town – yes!”
“I think Timmy and I could make
a hell of a team, and help end the
confrontation on the council and
start moving towards consen-
sus,” Mr. Martin said. “Let’s think
out of the box a little – let’s take
a few risks.”

Another Letter to
the Editor

Garwood Lions Plan
Halloween Parade

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s
annual Halloween Parade on
Wednesday, October 31. The
parade will step off at 7 p.m.
sharp; after assembling at Wil-
low Avenue and Center Street,
marchers will proceed to the Lin-
coln School gymnasium on Sec-
ond Avenue. Costume judging
will take place in the school’s
gymnasium.

Although best known for recy-
cling eyeglasses, this international
service organization sponsors
Garwood’s annual Halloween Pa-
rade and many youth activities.
For more information about
Lionism and membership, call
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Garwood GOP Candidates Discuss
Issues During Public Forum at The Pointe

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil heard resident Carol Kearney’s
Chamber of Commerce first re-
port at Tuesday night’s work-
shop meeting. The Garwood
Council also discussed capital fi-
nancing, the town’s newsletter,
website needs, shared services,
county grants and fire depart-
ment equipment needs.

Since joining the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) in April,
Garwood’s membership in WACC

has grown to 26 businesses, said
Ms. Kearney, Garwood business
and industry liaison.

WACC is comprised of busi-
nesses from Garwood, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. WACC Executive Di-
rector Heather Robinson and
Membership Chairman Chris
Devine attended Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

Ms. Kearney said two network-
ing events have taken place in
Garwood, one at Gold Medal Fit-
ness, which attracted 47 attend-
ees, and another at Rosie’s Wine
Bar, which had 42 attendees.

The Chamber holds networking
breakfasts at rotating business
locations the first Tuesday of each

Twenty-Six GW Businesses
Join Westfield Chamber
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