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Have you looked around the
county roads this October? Do
you see any election signs? Do
you hear of any debate being
held to vet the candidates? Do
you even know the candidates’
names, Republican or Democrat?
The reason for this strange oc-
currence is because the Republi-
cans have thrown in the towel
and now make no effort to mount
a serious campaign against the
Democratic control of the county.

At a recent freeholder meeting,
a representative from the Sum-
mit City Council lamented that
the voting for freeholder seats
should be done through
districting as opposed to the at-
large system that is now the
format. Under the current for-
mat, the freeholder board gov-
erns with abandon since there is
no chance that a candidate from
an opposition party can be elected
due to the large voting blocks
from Elizabeth, Linden and
Plainfield. This is not the first
time someone has approached
the freeholders about districting
being a fairer and more equi-
table representation of the elec-
torate.

It was interesting to hear Free-
holder Sullivan’s canned re-
sponse, a response that I have
personally heard him expose
before. He said, with a deter-
mined voice, that he would “sup-
port districting when ALL the
other counties in New Jersey vote
to do the same.” This statement
is utterly ridiculous and a more
disingenuous statement there
was never uttered. If the taxpay-
ers of Union County waited for
this event to happen it would be
similar to the black struggle in
the ‘60s when blacks worked to
abolish Jim Crow laws and segre-
gation; if the oppressed simply
waited for it to happen- it would
have happened only when pigs

fly and not before. So it is obvi-
ous that even Freeholder Sullivan
knows that the at-large format is
unfair, but he also knows that it
would not be in his interest to
have it change anytime soon.

At the last freeholder meeting
it was difficult to again sit and
listen to the hubris being spouted
by Freeholder Sullivan. He
seemed to have a difficult time
containing his glee that the
Democrats have had strangle-
hold on the Union County free-
holder board now for some 15
years without anytime soon hav-
ing to relinquish the power. He
giddily stated: “that he has al-
ways predicted the outcome of
the elections and has never been
wrong!” It is not bad enough that
the Republican Party has thrown
in the towel in the upcoming
election, but Freeholder Sullivan
felt the need to gloat about it.
Real class.

No, it is not the American way
when the outcome of an election
is all but a certainty going into
the election. The citizens (tax-
payers) of Union County live in a
defacto third world form of dicta-
torship hidden under the guise of
a free, fair, and open election.
Sorry Freeholder Sullivan, but
your gloating about the outcome
of the election beforehand stinks
on so many levels. The U.S. gov-
ernment has participated in many
more overthrows of foreign dic-
tatorships than I can number.
Maybe we should take a long
hard look at the county govern-
ment that we live under. I ven-
ture to add that in a truly free and
open and fair election, through
districting, most if not all of the
freeholders probably would not
survive the vetting process.

A founding father once uttered:
“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
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Merging or Sharing Services Might
Not Be Best for Best Garwood

“Shared Services” is one of the
current catch phrases out there
that come up when discussing
the workings and finances of
municipal government. The av-
erage citizen asks why
don’t we share our po-
lice department with a
neighboring town, or our
Department of Public
Works, or join our mu-
nicipal court with another
and so on. What many
people fail to realize is
that some times this is not logis-
tically possible or perhaps a la-
bor union is involved or civil ser-
vice actually makes the sharing
not the money saver it is envi-
sioned to be. Local elected offi-
cials find themselves confronted,
at election time especially, by
residents who question why they
are not pursuing more shared
service arrangements or would
they consider sharing services
with another municipality. And in
the case of Garwood, if we should
consider merging with another
town totally and cease to exist as
we are today, however, that is
usually from residents who are
not native to the town. The ques-
tion was asked when we spoke at
the Pointe complex recently.

Shared Services is not some-
thing new to our town. We pay to
send our high schoolers out of
town to Clark, do not have our
own health code enforcement or
building department and this year
we have negotiated with the
Garwood Board of Education to
utilize their custodians to clean
our municipal-owned buildings.
We have been told that in the
early ‘90s when 911 was becom-
ing mandated by the state we

were courted by Cranford who
was looking to financially subsi-
dize their then new communica-
tions system to dispatch police,
first aid and fire. It was reported

that they believed that
“sharing” the service with
not only Garwood but
Kenilworth as well would
lessen the blow of a
$644,000 cost. News sto-
ries of the day appearing
in the Cranford Chronicle
are sketchy on the out-

come; the headlines read:
“Towns wary about pooling emer-
gency response services.” Not
much has changed since then
towns are still wary, but the state
is requiring that municipalities
enter into sharing to qualify for
state aid.

For us, everything is on the
table but we have to be patient in
order to be successful with these
agreements as they frequently
represent changes in how we
operate and whom we need to
employ. We cannot just jump at
the first proposal with another
town because perhaps it is not
the right arrangement for
Garwood. The residents need to
know that we will continue to
advocate for shared services
carefully and creatively in an on-
going basis.

We want to ask that the voters
of Garwood put their faith in us
and vote Republican on Novem-
ber 6. We would appreciate your
vote for Hak and Martin for bor-
ough council.

Tim Hak
Michael Martin
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their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. — That to
secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed, —
That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new Government,
laying its foundation on such prin-
ciples and organizing its powers
in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness.” T.
Jefferson.

And a band of malcontents in
Boston harbor once shouted: “No
taxation without representation.”

Both of the above quotes are
now accepted tenants of our free
society, but not available to all
Union County residents as the
freeholders understand them to
be.

Jim Buettner
Cranford
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