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Chances had to be taken if the
Cranford High School football
team wanted to knot up the score
with No. 17 Ridge, but things did
not go as planned for the Cou-
gars as the Red Devils remained
undefeated with a 35-21 victory
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 19.

Trailing 28-21 and with just
three minutes remaining, the 5-
2 Cougars gambled on a fourth-
and-four from their own 21, but
quarterback Reggie Green’s pass
to Bobby Bruns was incomplete.
Ridge took over and four plays
later added an insurance touch-
down (TD) when fullback Evan
Skea scored from the nine-yard
line with 1:35 left.

The Cougars had much success
with their running game in the
first half, amassing 205 yards
and two TDs on 26 carries but
were less fortunate in the second
half with 54 yards and a TD to
finish with 259 rushing yards.
Green completed seven of 14
passes for 79 yards, but it was A-
running back Evan Zoughy, who
had much success on the speed
end of several crafty pitchout
plays, predominantly in the first
half, to total 136 yards on 13
carries, including a 13-yard TD
run.

“We worked on options from
the beginning of the whole year.
Everyone executed it perfectly.
Today we thought would be a
good day to put that to use, and
it worked pretty well for us,”
Zoughy said.

Penalties came into play heavily
in the game. Zoughy had a 26-
yard TD run negated due to a

holding call in the first half.
“It’s the worst,” Zoughy com-

mented.
The Cougars had the Red Dev-

ils’ offense in a fourth-and-long
situation late in the third quarter
but were called for roughing the
passer. Ridge later scored on the
drive.

“Unfortunately, penalties are a
part of the game. Those are plays
that took a touchdown off the
board for us. Took a long run off

the board for us, and put them
back on, roughing the passer
when we had them stopped. In a
close game, I guess we have to
be smarter, but that’s what most
people are going to remember
when I thought both teams played
pretty well,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars took the opening
kickoff and beginning from the
30-yard line, reeled off 15 run-
ning plays and chewed 8:31 off

the clock when running back
Jimmy Dwyer scored from 18-
yards out. Dwyer finished with
52 yards rushing and added an-
other TD on a one-yard plunge.
Troy Ketler kicked the point af-
ter.

“Other than the last couple
games, we scored on every first
drive. I knew they had a great
defense. I was confident we could
do it and it was a great drive.
Well executed, well blocked

against a very good Ridge de-
fense,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

“That’s pretty much our team.
We just run it down the field. We
are very versatile. We can work
with passing, running, and we
were running today,” Zoughy
said.

The Cougar defense held Ridge
to three-and-out on its first se-
ries and took over possession on
their own 30. After Green had a
44-yard run negated due to an
illegal block in the back, the Cou-
gars fumbled and the Red Devils
took over at the Cranford 35. It
took just one play for quarter-
back Conor Hughes to find Nick
Franzese all alone over the middle
for the TD with 39.1 on the clock
to knot the score.

In the second quarter, Hughes
found success again in the air to
move the ball to the Cougar eight
where Skea ran it in for the TD,
making the score 14-7 with 7:49
left in the half.

The Cougars got the ball at
their 20 and took only five plays
to score when Zoughy took a
pitchout and scooted 13 yards to
pay dirt to tie the score with 5:57
on the clock.

ZOUGHY RUSHES 136 YARDS, 13-YARD TOUCHDOWN; DWYER 52 YARDS, 2 TOUCHDOWNS

No. 17 Ridge Red Devils Stop Cougar Football Boys, 35-14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A PRODUCTIVE EVENING…Cougar Evan Zoughy, No. 6, rushed for 136 yards, including a 13-yard
touchdown run against the Ridge Red Devils at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 19.
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