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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent bombardments on
goal, especially in the second
half yielded no goals for the
Cranford High School girls soccer
team, but one free kick that found
the net with 2:01 remaining in
the game gave the 8-4 Kent Place
Lady Dragons a shocking 1-0
victory at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 16.

The 9-3 Lady Cougars got off
four shots on goal in the first
half but hammered away 12
more in the second half, while
the Lady Dragons finished with
just four shots on goal. Kent
Place goalkeeper Liza Kowalik
made 13 saves and withstood a
massive attack in the first five
minutes of the second half. Cou-
gar goalie Megan Pringle made
three saves.

“I think that the girls might
have been a little tired from their
night game last night, and they
came out today a little slower. By
the time they picked it up and
turned things on, we had trouble
finishing. In any game, the bet-
ter team doesn’t always win. They
had a free kick at the end that
they were able to capitalize on.
We had multiple scoring oppor-
tunities, and we were just not
able to put one in the back of the
net,” Cougar Head Coach Jen
Michewicz said.

Junior Mairead McKeary, who
contributed four of the Cougars’

shots on goal, skid a shot over
the crossbar in the first half and
had a near miss to the right in the
second half. Hannah DeMars
handled the corner kicks in the

first half and McKeary took over
in the second half.

The Lady Cougars charged the
Dragons’ goal area from all sides
in the first five minutes of the

second half and forced Kowalik
into a series of diving maneu-
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Kent Place Dragons Scorch Lady Soccer Cougars, 1-0
vers to smother the blitz of shots.

The Cougars’ intensity contin-
ued. McKeary pressured pre-
dominantly from the left side,
Nina Montero threatened down

the center and Siobhan
McGovern pressured from the
right side. Izzy Meliado ripped a
shot that Kowalik stopped then
McKeary got herself positioned
well from the right portion of the

18-yard box and lined a shot
that just missed to the right.

Towards the end of regulation,
McGovern drove down the right
side and launched a shot that
banged the crossbar. Next,
Kowalik made saves on Alexa
Aldredge’s and McGovern’s
shots.

With 2:01 remaining, a hand-
ball call awarded Lady Dragon
Alex Aronson a free kick from
about 30-yards out. Aronson’s
shot sailed into the upper right
netting for the goal. With less
than a minute remaining the
Cougars gave it one last chance
when Annie Vollenbroek banged
the crossbar from 10-yards out.

“We were doing a good job of
creating the scoring opportuni-
ties. The only thing that lacked
was that last connection in the
box. We were moving the ball.
We kept possession. We were
working the play wide. All the
things that we work on, but this
was not our day for finishing,”
Coach Michewicz said.
Kent Place 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING POSITION ON THE BALL…Cougar Nina Montero, No. 20, gets position on the ball in the game against Kent
Place at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 16. The Dragons scored on a free kick with 2:01 remaining to win, 1-0.
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