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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

When Jeff rey Hamilton developed prostate cancer, it was no surprise that he had 
it treated at Overlook Medical Center. After all, Overlook was the fi rst medical center
in the tri-state area to off er CyberKnife®. And it’s a world leader in the number of
patients treated with this technology. A minimally invasive cancer treatment based 
on NASA technology, CyberKnife® delivers high doses of radiation with pinpoint
accuracy and minimal side eff ects. Jeff rey knew that it had a very high success rate
treating prostate cancer. And today, for Jeff rey, it’s Houston, we no longer have a problem.

- Jeffrey Hamilton
Westfi eld, New Jersey 

Premiere Stages at Kean University is thrilled to announce the world premiere of   
 

Talking to Westfield 
 

A new play that explores Westfield History and launches Premiere Stages new Liberty Live initiative. 
Talking to Westfield will be presented in partnership with The Liberty Hall Museum,  

November 1-November 4, 2012. 
 

For details and to reserve your ticket please call 908-737-7469 or visit: www.kean.edu/premierestages 
Funded by The Westfield Foundation and the New Jersey Historical Commission 

The Age of Consent in
Alliance Rep.’s Jailbait

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON—The relationship be-
tween adult men and teenage girls is
a provocative subject. Deidre
O’Connor’s funny yet poignant 2009
play Jailbait, now playing through
this weekend at the Edison Valley
Playhouse (EVP), spotlights two fif-
teen-year-old girls as they sneak off
to a Boston nightclub to meet older
men.

Admittedly, any play on this sub-
ject might raise eyebrows as it touches
on themes of sexual maturity and
father/daughter relationships. This
one does it through a lens of sensitiv-
ity. All four characters in this gem of
a play are interesting in different ways.

Emmy (Melinda Grace) plays
grown-up dolls with her friend Claire
(Melissa Toomey), persuading her that
“boobs and Channel makeup” will
make her look and feel older as long as
she exudes confidence. Emotionally,
Claire is wrestling with the recent
death of her father, as well as the fact
that her mother is dating again. Emmy,
the dominant member of the duo,
goads her friend into drinking be-
fore going to the club.

Ms. Grace is a literal blonde bomb-
shell of energy on stage portraying
the more experienced character.
Emmy attended the club last week-
end with her older sister. Now she is

hatched a plan to go back there with
Claire in tow as a date for a friend of
Mark, (Peter Kendall), the handsome
guy she met. It is great fun watching
Ms. Grace’s character add years to
her supposed underage youth in the
way only a 15-year-old thinks it
could happen.

On the opposite end of the age
spectrum are the two thirty-some-
thing guys who are trying to look
and feel 21 again. They don not
realize the girls are younger than
they claim to be because the girls
have conned their way into the club
and look the part in their short skirts
and high heels.

Mark, (played perfectly by Mr.
Kendall) with physical swagger and
misogynistic philosophy, thinks this
night out with an attractive girl, sup-
posedly from Harvard, will be just
what the doctor ordered for his friend
Robert (Carmine Coviello) who is
moping around from a recent
breakup with his girlfriend of six
years.

Mark ridicules Robert for being
“stupidly” in love with her. He en-
courages a one-night stand as some-
thing that will help him put the
former romance on the back burner.
Naive Claire plays at being grown
up by sipping “cool” Cosmopoli-
tans while playing with a situation
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RED ROOSTER…Edmund Spiro of East Brunswick shows his welded steel
sculpture “Red Rooster” along with other pieces at the Westfield Art Association
Sidewalk Show and Sale on Sunday in downtown Westfield.

WF Art Association Hosts
Sidewalk Show and Sale
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Fourteen members
of the Westfield Art Association
(WAA) participated in the Members
Sidewalk Show and Sale (MSS) held
in downtown Westfield on October
21.

The event, a yearly tradition for the
90-year-old organization, dates back
to the late 1990s when the event was
held in Mindowaskin Park.

Those taking part this year set up
their work along the north side of
Broad Street from Central Avenue to
Prospect Street, but were mindful of
established merchants.

“To the extent possible, we are
trying to set up several artist loca-
tions at vacant stores in order to mini-
mize blockage of displays in the win-
dows of active businesses,” com-
mented Paul W. Deroo of Westfield,
the recently elected WAA president.

Five WAA members were awarded
prizes of $200 each. They are:
Dominick Ioele of Cranford for
photography; Edmund Spiro of East
Brunswick for steel sculpture; John
Curch of Scotch Plains for watercolor;
Stephen D’Amato of Cranford, also
for water color; and Toan Pham of
Scotch Plains for limestone sculpture.

Mr. Ioele, a professional sports
photographer, has been a member of
the WAA for one year. “This is a great
opportunity to be a part of a group
that is as well-known as the WAA,”
he stated.

 Mr. Spiro, who has a degree in
Fine Arts from Kean University and
is retired from a sales career, has been
a member of the WAA for over 25
years.

Mr. Spiro explained the deeply
personal relationship between him-
self and his art to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “I have to work on a piece of
sculpture that I can feel inside me.
Sometimes I get obsessed and won’t
stop working until I’ve finished a
piece,” he said.

 Photographer Pam Kelly of
Westfield, also a one-year member of
WAA credits the organization for
helping her share her art with the
public. “I’ve been a photographer all
my life, but I never thought of show-
ing my work to the world until I
became a member of the WAA,” she
said.

Linnea Rhodes of Westfield, a wa-
tercolorist whose work centers on
scenes of Westfield and other nearby
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Hearth & Home Kitchen Tour Serves Up
Sweets, Treats and Sights to Behold

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This past week-
end, the opportunity to explore some
of the area’s finest homes was made
even sweeter. That is because the
annual Hearth and Home Kitchen

Tour not only invited guests to ex-
plore the remarkable residences, but
also to sample tasty treats in each
kitchen.

A fundraiser for Holy Trinity
Interparochial School (HTIS), the
tour featured five Westfield homes

and two in Mountainside. Each show-
cased unique architectural and de-
sign elements as well as delectable
dishes.

There’s nothing sweeter than hav-
ing your own private ice cream parlor
complete with antique fountainette
on the premises, a feature of the rear
carriage house at the grand Victorian
on Clark Street in Westfield.

Designer Peggy Schott said she
worked with the homeowner to add
vintage details such as the copper
farmhouse sink and tin ceiling to the
charming kitchen.

Feast Catering served crab cakes,
coconut shrimp and crepes, while
visitors mingled in the extraordinary
sun-filled conservatory family room.

On Myrtle Avenue, what was once
a concrete block warehouse in the
1930s was transformed into a unique
Mediterranean-style farmhouse in
2011. The voluminous kitchen fea-
tured soaring 27-foot ceilings with
restored barn wood trusses and a loft
above. The homeowners worked with
Green Demolitions to recycle mate-
rials, cabinetry and appliances for
the space. The home also featured
striking one-of-a-kind art pieces
throughout.

Guests sampled filet mignon with
their choice of cilantro or red pepper
sauces prepared and served with flair

by Gillespie’s Food Market.
The Mountain Avenue Craftsman-

style residence was resplendent in its
elegant coffered ceilings, intricate
layers of crown moldings, stained
glass transoms and herringbone oak
and marble flooring.

The welcoming kitchen exhibited
multiple finishes from rich deep
woods to warm white cabinetry, pale
sage painted surfaces and etched glass
pantry door.

Visitors gathered around the mam-
moth 11-foot Carrara marble island
to sample savory beef barley soup
prepared by Lyn Nolte of DISH.

An interior designer owned the
Birch Avenue colonial, and careful
attention to detail was evident in the
tastefully eclectic mix of furniture,
fabrics and accessories. Guests were
buzzing about the unique custom
chandelier in the otherwise formal
dining room.

The homeowner’s business part-
ner, Michelle Rosen, of More Stag-
ing and Design, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the two implemented
a “price mingling” concept, demon-
strating elegant ambiance can be
achieved by mixing pieces from vari-
ous price ranges. Durability for the
family’s everyday use was also an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The TImes
STUNNING VIEWS…Lindsay Keogh of The Dessert Ladies in Stirling served
up sweet treats to visitors at the Outlook Drive home in Mountainside during the
HTIS Hearth and Home Kitchen Tour this past weekend. The hallmark of the
residence was its extraordinary view of the Manhattan skyline via handsome
floor-to-ceiling windows with transoms.
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INNOCENT SLEEPOVER...Discussing the night’s activities, a changed Claire
(Melissa Toomey) waxes philosophical with fellow teen Emmy (Melinda Grace).
Both learn lessons about life and themselves in the Deidre O’Connor play Jailbait
directed by Michael Driscoll.


