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WHS Principal, Students to
Participate at Ed. Roundtable

ROUNDTABLE…Peter Renwick, Principal of Westfield High School will be a
panelist on an education roundtable discussion in Trenton, reviews the event’s
agenda with Westfield High School seniors, Jennifer Mandelblatt and Ben
Schwartz, who have been invited to the event to comment and ask questions.

WESTFIELD — Peter Renwick,
Principal of Westfield High School,
will be a panelist on an education
roundtable discussion sponsored by
NJ Spotlight on Friday, October 26,
from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Masonic
Temple in Trenton. The panelists will
include Education Commissioner
Christopher Cerf, and other repre-
sentatives of business and education
who will be moderated by John
Mooney of NJ Spotlight. Two
Westfield High School seniors, Jen-
nifer Mandelblatt and Ben Schwartz,
have been invited as high school rep-
resentatives, who may comment and
ask questions.

The topic under discussion will be,
“New Jersey’s High School Diploma
Under Debate.” The timely event is a
consequence of the transition from
the single HSPA (High School Profi-
ciency Assessment) – a required test
for graduation – to PARCC (The Part-
nership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers), which are
end-of-the-year course assessments
most states are adopting to align with
Common Core Curriculum Stan-
dards.

Mr. Renwick is not new to lending
his voice to educational issues. He
has represented Westfield High
School and the State of New Jersey
on regional panels aimed at improv-
ing the financial literacy of today’s
youth. In June, he joined editors,
economists, educators, and govern-
ment officials from around the coun-
try in a roundtable discussion held in
Washington, D.C. He was involved
in discussions on how the new finan-
cial literacy curricula is progressing
and the needs for teaching training,
resources and partnering with busi-

ness. Westfield High School was se-
lected as one of nine high schools in
the State in 2010 to participate in a
three-year personal financial literacy
course pilot program overseen by the
Department of Education. “Westfield
High School is experiencing great
success in providing meaningful in-
struction to improve understanding
by today’s youth of complex finan-
cial issues,” commented Mr. Renwick.

Mr. Renwick was invited by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie in September to
meet with him in a small group set-
ting along with other educators from
around the state to discuss current
education reforms in New Jersey and
to get feedback from those in the
field. One of the topics discussed was
the new transition all New Jersey
high school are currently experienc-
ing regarding high school diploma
requirements. Last year Mr. Renwick
had served on the New Jersey De-
partment of Education College and
Career Readiness Task Force with
Commissioner Cerf that created the
recommendations for these educa-
tion reforms.

“I am grateful for the opportunity
to have a voice in educational reform
at this high level and look forward to
continuing this good work with Com-
missioner Cerf in the future,” Mr.
Renwick said.

Superintendent of Schools, Mar-
garet Dolan, who has served as Presi-
dent of the Union County
Superintendent’s Roundtable, stated,
“I am pleased that Mr. Renwick has
been involved in conveying
Westfield’s voice to Trenton and be-
yond, and that Westfield High School
is looked upon as a model of excel-
lence.”

WF Teacher’s Space Program
Experience Out Of This World

WESTFIELD - Esther J. Van Riper,
Teacher of the Gifted Program in the
Westfield Public Schools, is sharing
with her students what she learned
during her extraordinary professional
development experience this sum-
mer. Ms. Van Riper was one of 180
educators from 49 countries who were
chosen to participate in the Honeywell
Educators @ Space Academy pro-
gram that was held in Huntsville,
Ala. at the U.S. Space and Rocket
Center. The aim of the Space Acad-
emy program is to provide teachers
with meaningful and innovative edu-
cational techniques to bring back to
their classroom to awaken student
interest and inspire the next genera-
tion of scientists.

As a result of her experience, Ms.
Van Riper has implemented several
new lessons for her students. For ex-
ample, her third grade students will
complete the DNA plant extraction
laboratory lesson during their study of
biology to enhance the learning objec-
tives on plant and animal cells. This
spring, Ms. Van Riper will implement
the ablative shielding and lunar Rover/
Lander challenge lessons with her sixth
grade physics class as they explore
force, motion and engineering a de-
sign.

Ms. Van Riper started the school
year having completed 45 hours of
classroom, laboratory, and simulated
astronaut field-training that focused on
space science and exploration within
the Space Academy Program. Work-
ing in teams this summer, she partici-
pated in a variety of activities, work-
shops, and simulations to achieve a
multitude of mission objectives, in-

cluding, performing experiments in the
lab, rocketry, constructing ablative
shielding, astronaut training, and the
history of space flight. Ms. Van Riper’s
team, Destiny, was a team of 14 educa-
tors from seven different countries: Fin-
land, the Czech Republic, Romania,
China, India, Mexico, and the USA. All
of the lessons were aligned with Na-
tional Science and Math standards and
can be adapted to be taught in fourth
through eighth grade classrooms.

“I am proud to have been a member
of the program’s graduating class of
2012 and to have joined a network of
educators who completed the Space
Academy program consisting of more
than 1,650 graduates from 45 countries
and 50 states,” she added.

The Westfield teacher created a
website containing the itinerary of her
journey with detailed information, pic-
tures, video, and educational resources.
The website can be viewed publicly
and the address of that site is: https://
s i t e s . g o o g l e . c o m / s i t e /
mrsvanriperspaceacademy/.

“We are proud of Ms. Van Riper’s
selection to this prestigious program,
and are excited that she is sharing her
experience and resources with our stu-
dents and other faculty members,” com-
mented Westfield Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan.

One of the goals in the Westfield
Public School District’s strategic plan
is to develop increased opportunities
for students in science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) fields for
our students. The School District held
in-house STEM workshops for teach-
ers in the summer with guest presenters
to further support this goal.

SPACE ADVENTURE…Westfield Public Schools teacher, Esther Van Riper,
stands in front of the lunar lander exhibit at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center
in Huntsville, Alabama, where she was selected among 180 educators from 49
countries to attend the Honeywell Educators @ Space Academy program.

Mountainside PTA Hosts Fall Festival

SPFHS Student Earns
Highest ACT Score

SCOTCH PLAINS - Benjamin H.
Oster, a senior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School earned the
highest possible composite score of
36 on the ACT® college admission
and placement exam.

On average, less than one-tenth of
one percent of all test takers earns the
top score. Last year, there were 704
high school graduates out of 1.6 mil-
lion that earned a composite score of
36.

Benjamin’s exceptional scores will
provide any colleges to which he
applies ample evidence of his readi-
ness for the academic rigors that lie
ahead. All major four-year colleges
and universities accept ACT test
scores. Test scores are just one of
multiple criteria that most colleges
consider when making admission
decisions.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district congratulate Benjamin on this
exceptional academic achievement.

Benjamin H. Oster

MOUNTAINSIDE - Mountainside
PTA held its Fall Festival last Satur-
day. Jeanie Ruban, Lisa Perrotta, and
Gina Perrotta have organized the fes-
tival for the past eight years, and the
weather was glorious for this, their
final year.

There were dozens of stalls for the
children to try their skills including a
hoop toss, ball throwing, coin roll-
ing, and sponge throwing.

The bravest lined up to try their
luck at climbing spider mountain and
riding the mechanical bull. The face
painting and hair spraying stalls did a
roaring trade, judging by all the mul-
ticolored children running around. In
the cafeteria tension mounted as the
hermit crab races were held, while
families relaxed with a drink and a
bite to eat at the tables outside near a

vast array of tricky tray items.
Amid the laughter, fun, and games

was the serious business of fund rais-
ing by the Mountainside PTA for the
improvement and enrichment of the
educational experience of the town’s
children.

The PTA thanks the organizers,
volunteers, and all the people who
supported this event.
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Scotch Plains Campus
November 14  – 7:30PM

January 17 – 7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
December 13

9:30AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

“Celebrating our 50th Anniversary”

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses

Representatives from both campuses will be present at all

Open Houses

Serving Children  from 2  1/2 through First Grade

In Flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Anti-Bullying Speaker Connects To
WF Intermediate School Students

WESTFIELD — All students in
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools in Westfield attended bully-
ing prevention assemblies this month
featuring Cary Trivanovich, a per-
forming artist who used humor and
the motions of a pantomime to en-
gage all 1,548 students in his “Choose
Character Over Bullying” message.

Cary Trivanovich

According to Roosevelt Assistant
Principal, Brian Gechtman, “Cary
Trivanovich did an excellent job of
relating the painful consequences of
physical, social and online cyber bul-
lying. Cary’s ‘Three Chair’ Peer Lead-
ership discussion was a great way to
show our students the importance of
being unselfish and giving. His mes-
sage was well received by the inter-
mediate school audience and still
being talked about today.”

The assemblies took place during
New Jersey’s designated “Week of
Respect: Anti-Bullying,” during
which many theme-related lessons
and activities took place at all levels
in the Westfield Public Schools.

College Club of F-SP to
Host College Night

FANWOOD – SCOTCH PLAINS
— The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, in collaboration with
the Counseling Department of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
will host its Annual College Night on
Tuesday, October 30, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains. All eleventh and
twelfth grade students, whether at-
tending Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School or any area local, private or
parochial high schools, are invited to
attend this informative program. Rep-
resentatives from over 160 colleges
and universities are expected to at-
tend and speak with the students and
their parents.

The College Club has been pro-
viding information and refresh-
ments for this very worthwhile pro-
gram for many years. For further
information, visit www.spfk12.org
and follow the links to College
Night.

AT LAST!…A cast and crew of over 100 middle school students will bring Romeo and Juliet Together (and Alive!) at Last to
the Edison Intermediate School stage. Performances are Thursday, October 25, at 4:00 p.m., Friday, October 26, and Saturday,
October 27, at 7:30 p.m. The Thursday matinee is a special presentation for elementary school students, accompanied by their
parents, and senior citizens, with open seating tickets available at the door for $5. Purchase reserved seating tickets for the
evening performances for $8 at the door. Edison Intermediate School is located at 800 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY…Union Catholic is proud to announced the
induction of 84 students into the National Honor Society. The event took place on
October 9 in the auditorium. After an invocation by Sister Percylee Hart, RSM,
and opening remarks by Miss Patty Nuwer ’01, senior inductees Natasha Andre
of Colonia, Trevor Miranda of Union, Thomas Wang of Scotch Plains and Rosa
Cuppari of Kenilworth spoke on character, service, leadership and scholarship,
respectively. Keynote speaker John Becht encouraged students to use a combina-
tion of these honorable principles in their daily lives. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Thomas Wang ’13, Trevor Miranda ’13, Rosa Cuppari ’13, Natasha Andre
’13, Union Catholic Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, School Consultative
Board member Nancy Foulks ’76, School Consultative Board member Bob
Tomlinson, Keynote speaker John Becht and NHS moderator Patricia Nuwer ’01.

Use Someone Personal For Your
Tax And Accounting Needs

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA, LLC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.SericoAccounting.com

Free Initial Consultation

Michael_Serico@hotmail.com


