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Papen’s Credibility on Sewer Fee In
Question Given Tenure on RVSA

Bratti Endorses Glover, Gialanella
For Scotch Plains Mayor, Council

Garwood GOP Candidates’ for Council

Merging or Sharing Services Might
Not Be Best for Best GarwoodThis is in response to former Mayor

of Scotch Plains and chairman of the
Rahway Valley Sewer Authority Joan
Papen’s letter to the editor in which
she questioned Councilman Kevin
Glover’s position that we can find a
way to bring the sewer fee back into
your tax bill making it tax deductible.
For some reason, she chose not to
share her credentials with the read-
ers.

First, let me remind the readers
that Mrs. Papen’s credibility is ques-
tionable on any issue involving the
Rahway Valley Sewer Authority. She
was their chairman and during her
tenure she contracted to spend $30
million on the failed co-generation
plant, which caused the budgets in
each of the 11 towns to increase due
to her mismanagement and lack of
leadership.

In fact, she was replaced as our
representative to the RVSA by former
Mayor Malool with bipartisan sup-
port from Councilman Glover. I sus-
pect that this decision caused an up-
roar in the local Republican Party
and contributed to Mayor Malool
being replaced on the ticket by her
former close friend and colleague
Mary DePaola.

Please don’t get me wrong; I be-
lieve that Joan Papen is a lovely lady,

but was in way over her head at the
sewer authority. As a result, we along
with the other municipalities have to
contribute to our part of the $30 mil-
lion screw up. Is this among the rea-
sons our sewer costs are out of con-
trol? The answer is unquestionably,
yes.

Mayor Malool made the right deci-
sion to replace her and Kevin Glover
supported her.

The Republican-controlled coun-
cil has over charged taxpayers over
$800,000 and it wasn’t until the cur-
rent budget negotiations that Coun-
cilman Glover was able to get them to
agree to let $100,000 of it loose to
reduce your taxes. He asked for more
and was turned down. So, in addition
to inequitably charging the taxpay-
ers, they over-charged the taxpayers
and wouldn’t give it back. And former
Mayor Papen is critical of the Glover/
Gialanella campaign? The taxpayers
are smarter than that!

Are there other options to equita-
bly distributing the cost of sewers?
There are better ways. We need Kevin
Glover and his running mate Colleen
Gialanella to lead the way to cleaning
up the mess that was created by the
Republican Party during their reign.

Louis Beckerman, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

“Shared Services” is one of the
current catch phrases out there that
come up when discussing the work-
ings and finances of municipal gov-
ernment. The average citizen asks
why don’t we share our po-
lice department with a neigh-
boring town, or our Depart-
ment of Public Works, or join
our municipal court with
another and so on. What
many people fail to realize is
that some times this is not
logistically possible or perhaps a la-
bor union is involved or civil service
actually makes the sharing not the
money saver it is envisioned to be.
Local elected officials find themselves
confronted, at election time espe-
cially, by residents who question why
they are not pursuing more shared
service arrangements or would they
consider sharing services with an-
other municipality. And in the case of
Garwood, if we should consider merg-
ing with another town totally and
cease to exist as we are today, how-
ever, that is usually from residents
who are not native to the town. The
question was asked when we spoke at
the Pointe complex recently.

Shared Services is not something
new to our town. We pay to send our
high schoolers out of town to Clark,
do not have our own health code
enforcement or building department
and this year we have negotiated with
the Garwood Board of Education to
utilize their custodians to clean our
municipal-owned buildings. We have
been told that in the early ‘90s when
911 was becoming mandated by the

state we were courted by Cranford
who was looking to financially sub-
sidize their then new communica-
tions system to dispatch police, first
aid and fire. It was reported that they

believed that “sharing” the
service with not only
Garwood but Kenilworth as
well would lessen the blow
of a $644,000 cost. News
stories of the day appearing
in the Cranford Chronicle
are sketchy on the outcome;

the headlines read: “Towns wary
about pooling emergency response
services.” Not much has changed
since then towns are still wary, but
the state is requiring that municipali-
ties enter into sharing to qualify for
state aid.

For us, everything is on the table
but we have to be patient in order to
be successful with these agreements
as they frequently represent changes
in how we operate and whom we
need to employ. We cannot just jump
at the first proposal with another town
because perhaps it is not the right
arrangement for Garwood. The resi-
dents need to know that we will con-
tinue to advocate for shared services
carefully and creatively in an ongo-
ing basis.

We want to ask that the voters of
Garwood put their faith in us and vote
Republican on November 6. We
would appreciate your vote for Hak
and Martin for borough council.

Tim Hak
Michael Martin

Republican Candidates
Garwood Borough Council

When I was recently asked by a
neighbor who I would be voting for
in the upcoming mayoral election in
Scotch Plains, I immediately said
Kevin Glover and Colleen Gialanella.
For those of you who know
me, the fact that I support
Councilman Glover even
though we belong to dif-
ferent political parties
should come as no surprise.
In the years that I have
known Kevin, I have found
that he and I share the same philoso-
phy. That is, that elected officials at
every level should do what they be-
lieve to be right and not simply take
their directions from unelected party
bosses.

When we served on the township
council together, I saw Kevin Glover
put this philosophy into practice ev-
ery day in dealing with such issues as
hiring a new township manager, re-
vising a failed school budget and
attempting to lessen the tax burden
upon Scotch Plains’ residents while
maintaining municipal services. On
those occasions when we disagreed
about a policy or the solution to a
particular problem, we each knew
that the other’s position was based
upon what they thought was right
rather than upon politics or polls. In
addition, I often saw Councilman
Glover take the initiative and bring
issues to the table that others were
willing to ignore and/or afraid to ad-

dress. In my opinion, this is the type
of leadership that we need to see in
the Mayor’s chair.

By the same token, Colleen
Gialenella is a dedicated educator

and mother of two beauti-
ful children. In her posi-
tion with the Clark public
school system, she is part
of an administrative team
that improved their high
school’s ranking from 101
to 40 in just two years.

Colleen is ready and willing to put
this type of effort to work to create a
more vibrant downtown, stronger
recreation programs, and to make
Scotch Plains a more affordable place
to call home.

That said, I would ask that in choos-
ing your next Mayor and
Councilperson, you consider the
views and character of each of the
candidates as well as their respective
records, and I am sure you will come
to the same decision that I have and
cast your vote for Kevin Glover and
Colleen Gialenalla.

Dominick Bratti
Scotch Plains
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GOP Freeholder Candidate Release

Voters Need to Elect Freeholders
Who Will Reduce County Spending

Reelect Manduca and Szuch to
Preserve Fanwood’s Momentum

On Tuesday, November 6, residents
of Fanwood who will be going to the
polls are reminded to consider an
important dynamic as they vote their
choices for councilpersons.

During the last three years, from
2010 through 2012, Fanwood has
been governed with a council made
up of three Democrats and three Re-
publicans. While those numbers in
many cases might lead to an
adversarial stand off, the opposite
happened and Fanwood has enjoyed
a period of constructive bipartisan-
ship and steady progress especially
on the issue of keeping the municipal
taxes in check. In order to validate
that premise, Fanwood taxpayers
might check their tax bills for the last

three years and compare the increases
in their municipal property tax with
the increase in their county property
tax.

Under an all-Democratic free-
holder board that has been in power
for well over a decade, the county tax
for Fanwoodians has increased 19.7
percent in the last three years while
the municipal tax has increased 7
percent in the same period. In the
three-year period prior to 2010, when
the Democrats held a majority status
on the Fanwood Council, the munici-
pal tax increased by 30.2 percent.
Bipartisanship demonstrably works
in Fanwood to the benefit of its tax-
payers. Reelect Bob Manduca and
Mike Szuch to the Fanwood Council
and preserve the momentum of
progress.

Joseph Nagy
Fanwood

As property owners turn their cal-
endars to November, we are reminded
that quarterly real estate taxes are
again due. In the past few years,
municipalities throughout the state
have made the hard deci-
sions necessary to control
the impact of property taxes
on their residents. It is time
for Union County to do the
same. That will only happen
when voters elect people to
the Board of Chosen Free-
holders who, like me, place the inter-
ests of taxpayers above their own
interests in self-preservation and
spending other people’s money.

In my home town of Westfield,
municipal spending was reduced this
year to a level not seen since 2008;
salaries and wages have been reduced,
primarily through attrition, to 2005
levels; and new, non-property tax
sources of revenues have been ex-
plored and implemented. Towns
throughout the county are taking simi-
lar measures. The county itself, how-
ever, continues to spend our money

lavishly. It has chosen, for example,
to spend millions to construct a ban-
quet center at the Galloping Hill Golf
Course, simultaneously draining the
pockets of residential taxpayers and

the private owners of similar
facilities throughout Union
County, who unlike the
County, also pay property
taxes. Such wasteful spend-
ing is of course funded from
the property taxes of Union
County homeowners.

In Westfield, those homeowners
will pay 31 percent more in taxes to
the county this year than to the town
that provides them with police, fire,
leaf collection, snow removal and
myriad other services. The numbers
are similar in other towns throughout
the county. If, like me, you cannot
understand why, then pay your prop-
erty taxes on November 1 and vote to
change the Board of Freeholders on
November 6.

Diane Barabas
GOP Freeholder Candidate

Westfield

Sen. Menendez’ Dodged My
Questions On Obamacare

I received the below response from
Senator Menendez to my letter. He
simply did the political “dodge” to my
taxpayer inquiry. His response is what
we have come to expect from politi-
cians, but do not have to accept it.

Have we not heard that Americans
are not in favor of the bill, and this fact
is being ignored by those elected offi-
cials such as Senator Menendez who
know “better” than us taxpayers? In
fact, many of us predicted that employ-
ees were going to lose their coverage
from their employers. The President
said that you would be able to keep
your coverage, but he did not mention
that your company had to keep provid-
ing it to you.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

*****
Dear Mr. Muller:
Thank you for contacting me to ex-

press your concerns with the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act.
Your opinion is very important to me,
and I appreciate the opportunity to
respond to you.

As you know, on June 28, 2012, the
Supreme Court validated the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act
(P.L. 111-148). I believe that improv-
ing the health care delivery system in
America is vital to our nation’s progress
and that is why I fully support this law.
I am proud to have fought for our
seniors, our young people, and our
middle-class families to provide qual-
ity, affordable health care. I will con-
tinue to oppose Republican efforts to
repeal the law, kick young adults off
their parents’ insurance, force seniors
on Medicare to pay more for their
prescription drugs and return to the
time when insurance companies were
free to deny coverage to children with
preexisting conditions, charge women
higher premiums, and drop coverage

when someone gets sick. While this
may not have been the outcome you
were hoping for, please know that I will
keep your concerns in mind as we work
to implement this landmark law.

On this, as with any issue, there are
many different views. I appreciate you
taking the time to express your thoughts
regarding this important issue, and
please be assured that I will keep your
views in mind. I also invite you to visit
my website (http://
menendez.senate.gov) to learn more
about how I am standing up for New
Jersey families in the United States
Senate.

Robert Menendez
U.S. Senator

Candidates Forums
On Local TV

Scotch Plains: Thursday, Octo-
ber 25, 2012, 7:30 pm at the mu-
nicipal building.

Last night was Fanwood.

CONGRATULATIONS…David E.
Finn, Jr. received his commission as an
Ensign in the United States Navy upon
graduation from the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, Mass. and commis-
sioning through the Naval ROTC Pro-
gram in May. Ensign Finn, the son of
Mary Beth and David E. Finn, Sr. of
Westfield, attended the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools and is a 2008 graduate of St.
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City.

www.goleader.com/
12nov06_election/2012-
video-FW-GOP.htm


