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Autumn Tailgating Party
Sunday, October 28th 2012 • Noon – 6pm

Rain Date: Sunday, November 4th

500-700 North Avenue, Garwood NJ
(Event will take place outside, in the Parking Lot behind the lofts & sidewalks in front)

For more information:
Contact Josh Rosenberg

908-518-9463

Free Entrance to Event

Come in Costume
Get a Prize &

MORE!!

The Lofts of Garwood, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Rosie’s Wine Bar Present an:

All Food $6 • All Alcohol $5 • CASH ONLY for All Purchases • Kids: Bouncy House • Fresh Popcorn • Nerf Basketball • 2 Live Bands • Tattoo Art • On-Site Parking
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DePaola, Saridaki
she said. “It’s been a real difficult last
four years. If consolidation is the best
way to save money, and it was the
will of the people, why wouldn’t we
do it?”

Mr. Saridaki, who has assumed
Ms. DePaola’s former council seat,
but was not on the governing body in
January, told Mr. Peyton he was “com-
pletely in favor” of the consolidation
study commission made up of repre-
sentatives of both communities.

However, he said, “The jury’s still
out on how it would fit mechanically
and how much money actually would
be saved…We know we will save
money with the police departments
and the department of public works,
but where else are there areas to save
substantial money? The recreation
budget is very small, and the library’s
is almost non-existent.”

He also said the commission
must weigh in on the fundamental
question of, “Does it make sense
to take the self-determination vote
away from Fanwood?” He added
that, “Communities want to have a
community identity. The more that
you consolidate, the more you start
excluding people rather than in-
cluding them. That’s one of my
major concerns; I don’t want to
merge if the people of Fanwood
would be uncomfortable or if they
feel their identity would be taken
away.”

The mayor also said her “number-
one concern” was ensuring public
safety and stated that she would not
take any action that “compromised”
Scotch Plains. Furthermore, she noted
that a straight merger of police forces
would only offer “nominal, if any,
savings.” She also said she was con-
cerned about creating “another layer
of government,” in the form of a joint
meeting.

Given the complicated nature of
merging the police departments, the
Scotch Plains Township Council re-
cently hired The Rosell Group to
analyze the potential consolidation.
The organization is headed by Rich-
ard Rosell, a retired New Jersey State
Police captain who has served as the
public safety director in Springfield.

Mr. Saridaki said Mr. Rosell was
brought in “to avoid the possible illu-
sion of impropriety because [the two

police chiefs] have vested interests in
how the outcome is determined…I
felt it was important to bring in an
unbiased outside observer who has
law-enforcement experience and
someone whose opinion would be
respected by both chiefs.”

However, an article in last week’s
Times referred to Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr as “dismayed” over
the state of police-consolidation dis-
cussions. The story also alluded to
the mayor feeling “blindsided” by
Scotch Plains’ move to hire Mr.
Rosell.

Separately, both candidates spoke
of their support for the creation of a
sewer utility. Changes in legislation
have led to the board of education,
the largest user, and Union County,
which has roughly 15 properties in
the township, to pay for their waste-
water in addition to non-profits and
churches. Previously, wastewater
charges were lumped into property-
tax bills.

The mayor admitted that, “Any
change always creates tension and
upheaval. Now, though, the payment
is based on usage. It’s more equi-
table. A household with two people
is not going to use the same water as
mine, with six kids. It’s based on
fairness now.” She said previously,
residents were “subsidizing” exempt
entities, but “now, everyone has a
bill.”

She also noted that an average
home, assessed at $122,000 in Scotch
Plains, would pay about $250 annu-
ally as opposed to, on average, $358
when the charge was “hidden in the
property bill.”

Mr. Saridaki said the change was
urgent because if a separate fee was
not created, “We would have ex-
ceeded the [2-percent property-tax]
cap, and services would have taken a
dramatic hit.”

He also opposed the suggestion,
reiterated by Scotch Plains Demo-
crats in an early October letter, to
return $800,000 in sewer-fund sur-
plus to taxpayers.

“Our goal, if reelected, is to keep
those funds available to reduce the
sewer fee so that we see a real savings
for the taxpayers as they paid it in, not
as a property-tax-relief item,” the
councilman said.

“I’m dumbfounded,” Councilman
Manduca said. “I hesitate to call it
Courage to Reconnect. There is no
registered 401(C)(3) under that
name, no bank account. There’s no
Courage to Reconnect. There’s just
Fred Lange, a gentleman who lives
in Scotch Plains who convinced
people in Trenton that he speaks for
Fanwood…We’re seriously con-
cerned about the whole process.
We’ve got several legal opinions
that this is wildly a violation of the
law.”

Councilman Szuch, while stating
his willingness to discuss a merger
of police departments, said, “My
own personal preference is to retain
our police. It’s an important aspect
of Fanwood. Lots of people move
to Fanwood because of its small-
town feel.” He said by joining
forces, the “whole theory of police
work” for the combined entity
would change.

Ultimately, Mr. Manduca dis-
puted the idea that the consolida-
tion would save money, citing that
three studies have pointed to “no
appreciable savings.”

“Show me that Fanwoodians
would save $1 million a year by
merging with the Scottish Guard,
and I’ll learn how to play the bag-
pipes,” said Mr. Manduca, who
noted that the studies pointed to
only “possibly saving money in 10
years…using hazy math.”

In terms of downtown develop-
ment, Councilman Szuch said
Fanwoodians have a lot to look for-
ward to.

“Downtown development is won-
derful; it’s larger than I expected,
but I’m very happy with the success
of the development,” Mr. Szuch
said.

The cornerstone to the develop-
ment effort is Elite Properties’
Fanwood Crossing, which is located
at the intersection of South and
Martine Avenues. Last month
marked the opening of the ground-
floor retail portion of the property,
which has filled two-thirds of its
residential space.

Mr. Szuch said the next effort
would be to help business owners
between South and LaGrande Av-
enues to improve their façades so
that the downtown has a more cohe-
sive appearance.

If re-elected to the council, which
is currently split 3-3 between Re-
publicans and Democrats, Mr.
Szuch vowed to continue to
“jumpstart” the downtown and “put
his energies” into that area. He
also spoke of continuing his ef-
forts on the recreation commis-
sion, which, during his tenure,
completed a gazebo project at
LaGrande Park that has been used
in summer camps and holds
roughly 40 kids. “It’s an exciting
time to be part” of the commis-
sion, the council liaison said.

Mr. Manduca, if re-elected,
spoke of a proposed initiative
whereby the borough would col-
lect oils and fats from deep fryers
in local restaurants and turn them
into biofuel, using 50-gallon
drums with centrifuges. He said
Fanwood spends about $100,000
on diesel fuel currently, and the
equipment needed to complete his
venture would cost a few thou-
sand dollars.
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age group, current qualified retirees
and “some a little younger” than he
will not see ages raised above age 67.

 “If we don’t do anything for Medi-
care, full benefits for those who are
currently recipients will be at 87 per-
cent beginning in 2023,” Mr. Lance
said. “This is intolerable.”

On the question of Dodd-Frank
(Wall Street Reform and Consumer
Protection Act), “modification” was
the theme for both candidates.

 “Sixty percent of assets are held
by the large banks and not the small
banks,” Mr. Chivakula said. “Unlike
the Tea Party, we have to see what
Dodd-Frank’s aspect worked and did
not work…We can’t afford to go
back and bail out the largest institu-
tions [again].”

 “I’m all in favor for modifica-
tion,” Mr. Lance said. “[My] deep-
est concern is that ‘too big to fail’
would occur again… This would
mean the bailouts would happen
again.” Mr. Lance also said that “in-
stitutionalizing of ‘too big to fail’”
was a bad idea and that has to be re-
examined.

 “It’s a cautionary tale,” said Mr.
Lance, referring to the European fi-
nancial crisis and austerity. “We have
to get a handle on our spending
[here in the U.S.].”

 “I’m in no illusion that we can
balance the budget overnight,” Mr.
Lance said. “We need a glide path
back to fiscal responsibility.” He sug-
gested the “responsible compro-
mise” must be done and that he would
like to see lowering of the national
debt from $1.1 trillion to a “better”
$600 to 700-billion level.

“Lots of lessons were learned from
the European crisis,” Mr. Chivakula
said. “There is no quick fix... 3.5
percent of the budget goes to debt
service costs...an enormous cost to
the middle class.”

On the issue of the Middle East,
Iran and Israel, both candidates as-
sumed the closest of views to each
other. In a consistent theme, both saw
Iran as a large threat to world stabil-
ity, and saw Israel as the United States’
best ally in the region.

 “I am a strong supporter of the
[current] sanctions [on Iran],” Mr.
Lance said. “This is an example of
Congress working together...and I
wish the administration had agreed
with the Congress earlier.”

Mr. Lance then iterated, strongly,
that “nothing was off the table,” in
regards to Iran.

 “Israel is the greatest friend in that
region,” Mr. Chivakula said. “We need
to work hard to protect...Israel.” He
continued to state that Iran is a “glo-
bal issue” and that Iran “must never
have nuclear weapons.”

 “We need to have harsher
sanctions...and look at other oppor-
tunities that we can take advantage
of,” Mr. Chivakula said.

Both candidates said they would
continue to support the $3.1 billion in
aid for Israel’s national security.

On the issue of Syria and the issue
of intervention, both candidates
agreed that significant political pres-
sures should be prescribed, but did
not commit any U.S. ground forces to
that scenario.

 “I don’t favor boots on the ground,”
said Mr. Lance. [We will have to]
work with allies, and make sure Rus-
sia is involved.” Then Mr. Lance
went on to state that Russia was
being a “bad actor.”

 “We cannot stand by...we have
to take stronger actions,” Mr.
Chivakula said. “We’re not doing
enough...innocent civilians are be-
ing killed.” Mr. Chivakula, how-
ever, stipulated that there should
not be [U.S.] troops involved on the
ground in the Syrian conflict.

On the issue of gay and lesbian
couples’ right to marry, Mr. Lance
said, “I believe that the decision
should be made at the state level
and not at the federal level.” Mr.
Lance also was adamant that he was
against inserting an amendment into
the U.S. Constitution.

 “Lance voted against civil
unions,” Mr. Chivakula said. “I have
voted in support of the Equal Mar-
riage Act.”

On the issue of the projected
growth of senior citizens in New Jer-
sey, the candidates said that they
would support the Older Americans
Act and continue to support aspects
of senior living in the state. They both
agreed that there were many advan-
tages to the individuals and to the
government as well.

Lastly, on the issue of charitable
contribution deduction and IRA
charitable rollover, Mr. Chivakula and
Mr. Lance both supported keeping
the tax advantages for charitable or-
ganizations.

The next and last debate for the two
candidates will be hosted by WRNJ
(1510 AM, FM 92.7 and FM 104.7)
radio today, Thursday, October 25,
from 11 a.m. to noon.
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Photo courtesy of Clarke Blanton
LANGUAGE EXPERTS…Sgt. Max Blanton of Westfield with friend, Spc. Paige
Lehman of Novato, Calif., visit Changyeonggung Palace, a UN world heritage
site, in Seoul, South Korea, with The Westfield Leader. Sgt. Blanton and Spc.
Lehman are Military Intelligence linguists with the U.S. Army and are stationed
at Camp Humphreys, ROK.

complex and ball field improvements;
Summit, $50,000 for dugout pads, ten-
nis court, bleachers, drainage and land-
scaping, and Union, $100,000 for pic-
nic gazebo, tennis courts and clay for
ball fields.

Victoria Durbin Drake, administra-
tor of the Union County Office of Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation Trust Fund, said Clark,
Kenilworth and Winfield Park did not
submit applications to the county, not-
ing her office did contact the three
towns to ensure they were not applying
for funds.

In other business, the board appointed
Dr. Junaid R. Shaikh as Union County
medical examiner for a five-year term
beginning November 1, 2012, and con-
cluding on October 31, 2017 at an
annual salary of $185,000. In response
to a question from New Providence
resident Pat Moschetti, County Coun-
sel Robert Barry said all New Jersey
counties are required to have a medical
examiner and that the five-year term is
mandated by the state. Mr. Shaikh has
served as Union County deputy medi-
cal examiner for the past five years.

He replaces Dr. Zhongxue Hua
whose term expired and who left the
office in September, according to
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

The freeholders approved by a 7-1
vote a resolution to waive county resi-
dency requirements for three new 9-1-
1 telecommunications employees at
the county’s new Union County Police
Regional Dispatch Center in Westfield.
Freeholder Angel Estrada voted no on
the resolution.

Andrew Moran, director of public
safety, told the board that the new tele-
communications employees, who pre-
viously worked for the now defunct
CenCom dispatch center out of Over-
look Medical Center in Summit, will
be full-time workers. They will also
train emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) in handling Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS) calls. Up until March
of this year, the center handled county
police calls but not EMS calls, Mr.
Moran said.
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Union County Freeholders
The center handles calls for Fanwood,

which joined a few years ago as a pilot
program, as well as for fire and EMS
calls in Hillside, Roselle, Roselle Park
and Springfield and EMS-only calls in
Scotch Plains and South Orange, Essex
County, and calls for paramedics out of
Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital Rahway.

The board passed a resolution by an
8-0 vote in support of state Senate Bill
No. 2202, which would expand the
New Jersey Homekeeper Program to
be used as financial assistance to help
families pay their mortgages and main-
tain ownership of their homes.

County Manager Al Faella said the
county has a foreclosure task force to
address the high rate of foreclosures in
the county. “There are thousands and
thousands of people out there who
need assistance,” Mr. Faella said.

According to the legislation, New
Jersey was awarded $300 million avail-
able from the federal government’s
“Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008.” Mr. Faella said only 10
percent of those funds, assisting only
750 homeowners, have been commit-
ted to date for assistance to homeowners
in danger of losing their homes to fore-
closure. The legislation would require
the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency (NJHMFA) to expend
the amount of funds provided to the
state by expanding the HomeKeeper
Program no later than December 31,
2017. The legislation would require the
state use the funds to provide financial
assistance to homeowners current in
their mortgage obligations as well as to
homeowners who are delinquent in
their mortgage obligations, but against
whom a judgment of foreclosure has
not been entered by a judge of the state
Superior Court.

“So this bill encourages all those
funds to be utilized to help those people
who are in need,” Mr. Faella said.

The board’s next meeting is Thurs-
day, November 8, when the board will
hold an agenda setting meeting begin-
ning at 7 p.m. followed by the regular
meeting.

of what the scores mean was shared
from a BOE member and parents
who attended Thursday’s meeting.

 “I don’t mean to criticize, but it
raises a question to me... and gives
me pause about what these results tell
us...It [the test] confuses me some-
times,” said BOE member Betty Anne
Woerner. “[Can] we conclude that
we [SP-F] isn’t doing well from the
test results?” Ms. Mast replied that
the results tell the district that SP-F is
doing quite well.

According to the New Jersey Board
of Education website, “DFG is a self-
regulating action for trying to make
education better and predictable. The
District Factor Group proficiency test-
ing is a program enacted to the State
of New Jersey in 1975 in the response
to studies, which demonstrated that
socioeconomic status’ effects and in-
fluence on educational outcomes. The
DFGs were developed to group dis-
tricts that serve students with similar
demographic backgrounds.”

The next SP-F BOE agenda meet-
ing will take place in the BOE’s ad-
ministrative offices at Evergreen
School, located at Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street, on Tuesday, No-
vember 13, at 8 p.m.
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