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WF Tax Office Open
Late on Thurs., Nov. 1
The office of the Westfield tax col-

lector will be open on Thursday,
November 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
for the payment of property taxes.

The last date to pay without a pen-
alty is Monday, November 5.

Please contact the tax collector as
needed at (908) 789-4051 or
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A VERY SPECIAL AFTERNOON…Pictured, left to right, Blue Devil  varsity
soccer co-captain Sam Eliades makes a presentation to boys soccer Head Coach
George Kapner, while co-captains Henry Smith and Ben Fine await with gifts
after the Westfield/Union game on October 18. Mr. Kapner served his final
regular-season home game and will retire as boys soccer head coach. It was also
Kapner’s 1,033rd victory as a varsity coach (all sports). See story on page 11.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AN APPLE A DAY…Westfield High School seniors Reece Zakarin and Scott Pass sell apples and baked goods at the
Westfield Historical Society’s Applefest at the Reeve House on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING BACK…Volunteer Michelle Herpster demonstrates crafts to Brownie
Troop 40709 at the Hetfield House in Mountainside as part of the Union County
Four Centuries Weekend.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN TIME…Sherry Lange and Janet Murphy demonstrate colonial-era
cooking at the Miller-Cory House in Westfield on Sunday as part of the Union
County Four Centuries Weekend event.

Lance, Chivakula Debate
At JCC in Scotch Plains

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two-term in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) and challenger, Assemblyman
Upendra Chivakula (D-17th
Somerset), met for the second time to
state their positions on voter issues
during a debate Sunday at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey in Scotch Plains.

When it came to the question of
what to do about entitlement pro-
grams – Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid –  both candidates said
that they were for doing just that –
supporting the programs.

Mr. Chivakula fired the first salvo
in the debate reading a list of Mr.
Lance’s voting record on such issues,
and claimed that Mr. Lance didn’t
care for the “vulnerable.”

“Actions speak louder than words,”
Mr. Chivakula said. He continued
and said that the incumbent voted to
raise the age to receive Social Secu-
rity to 70, voted for increasing diffi-

culties in senior citizens and veterans
from getting their benefits, voted to
cut funding for homeless veterans
and voted against Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder and suicide preven-
tion programs.

 “This is not bipartisanship...this is
trying to balance the budget on the
backs of people who are vulnerable,”
Mr. Chivakula said. “This has to stop.”

Mr. Lance quickly fired back say-
ing, “I’ve never voted against Social
Security...I’m a strong believer that
we must protect Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid.”

 “I do believe that Social Security
can be maintained for future genera-
tions, perhaps [by] raising the retire-
ment age for those in their 20s, to
[age] 68 or 69,” Mr. Lance said. He
clarified further that although he is in
favor of raising the age for a specific
age group, current qualified retirees
and “some little younger” than he
will not see ages raised above age 67.

 “If we don’t do anything for Medi-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Votes to Hold $13.6-Mil.
Bond Ref. for Roofs in December

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Board of Education voted
unanimously Monday night in favor
of a $13.6-million roof referendum
for a district-wide roof replacement
to be held on Tuesday, December 11.
The action follows rejection of a
nearly $17-million bond in Septem-
ber which included the roofs along
with $3.5 million for a new lighted,
turf field at Westfield High School.

During a presentation given at
Monday’s meeting, Business Admin-
istrator Dana Sullivan said the project
would “replace and repair roofs in
every district-owned building.” It was
reported that after the rejection by

voters of the September 24 referen-
dum, members of the BOE’s facili-
ties and finance committees as well
as other board members revisited the
roofing project to determine how best
to remedy the deteriorated roofs.

Board President Richard
Mattessich noted there was more re-

search and dialogue regarding the roof
replacements in recent weeks since
the defeat of the referendum. He said
board members researched the possi-
bility of revisiting a bond referendum
in the spring. He also noted that some
board members took a walking tour

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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County Gives Out $1.5 M In
Funds; New ME Appointed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD  – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day approved a resolution to award
$1.5 million in Kids Recreation Trust
grants to 18 of the county’s 21 munici-
palities that applied. The funds are paid
out of the county’s Open Space, Recre-
ation, and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, a tax approved through a ballot
referendum by county voters in 2000.

Mayors, recreation directors and
council members or other municipal
representatives attended a presentation
of large ceremonial checks handed out
by Freeholder Deborah Scanlon and
other freeholders.

Of the 18 towns receiving money,
Westfield was awarded $50,000 to be
used towards the replacement of turf at
the Houlihan and Sid Fay athletic fields.
Scotch Plains was awarded $25,000 for
various field improvements, Fanwood
received $62,000 for a skateboard park
at Forest Road Park; Garwood was
given $50,000 for a new athletic field
complex, which will include two ball
fields and a soccer field; Mountainside
garnered $31,500 for improvements to
the Echo Brook tennis courts, storage
unit, drainage system and backstops,
while Cranford received $50,000 for
Roosevelt Park resurfacing and a filter
system at Orange Avenue Park.

Other towns receiving money were
Berkeley Heights, $30,000, clay ball
fields, fencing, dugouts for Police Ath-
letic League (PAL); Elizabeth,
$150,000 for a replacement pool in the
Bayway section of the city; Hillside,
$74,000 for rehabilitation of the
township’s pool; Linden, $150,000 for
playground equipment and other im-
provements; New Providence, $50,000
for the renovation of the community
pool; Plainfield, $37,500 to repair bas-
ketball courts at two city fields; Rahway,
$24,903 to renovate a playground at
one of the city’s schools; Roselle,
$150,000 for active and passive recre-
ation renovations at two borough parks;
Roselle Park, $14,754 to make recre-
ation and equipment areas at a borough
park compliant with the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA); Spring-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2,3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 17
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-8, 17
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16
Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds ..... 18
A&E .............. 19-20

Twenty-Six GW Businesses
Join Westfield Chamber

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
heard resident Carol Kearney’s Cham-
ber of Commerce first report at Tues-
day night’s workshop meeting. The
Garwood Council also discussed capi-
tal financing, the town’s newsletter,
website needs, shared services, county
grants and fire department equipment
needs.

Since joining the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
in April, Garwood’s membership in
WACC has grown to 26 businesses,

said Ms. Kearney, Garwood business
and industry liaison.

WACC is comprised of businesses
from Garwood, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. WACC Executive Director
Heather Robinson and Membership
Chairman Chris Devine attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

Ms. Kearney said two networking
events have taken place in Garwood,
one at Gold Medal Fitness, which at-
tracted 47 attendees, and another at
Rosie’s Wine Bar, which had 42 attend-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield to Bond Shortfall
From $1.6 Mil. of Tax Appeals

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council approved, on Tuesday
night, a refunding bond ordinance on
first reading for $1,295,000 in order
to fund property-tax credits, which
the town refunded to residents who
filed tax appeals.

The town is legally allowed to bor-
row three-quarters of the $1.6 mil-
lion it was required to issue in credits
for the current year taxes. A public
hearing will be held on the ordinance
at the next council meeting on
Wednesday, November 7.

“We can no longer absorb the ap-

peals,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader. He
also said of the approximately 600
appeals filed this year, less than 400
were successful. The town is required
to collect the taxes from residents,
but has to pay the county and board of
education regardless of the collec-
tion rate or the number of successful
tax appeals.

According to Mr. Gildea, the
money refunded to residents who file
successful tax appeals comes out of
the town’s coffers, not from the county
or board of education.

In addition to the bond ordinance,
the council passed a resolution which

refunds more than $900,000 for 2012
in property taxes to owners pursuant
to judgment of the Union County Tax
Board.

In other business, the council
passed an ordinance on first reading
which will create a four-way stop at
Forest Avenue and Seneca Place, pre-
vent trucks over four tons on North
Euclid Avenue between Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street, and
change the hours during which park-
ing is allowed on Rahway Avenue
near Westfield High School.

An ordinance also was passed on
first reading that sets the salaries for
employees represented by the Com-
munication Workers of America
(CWA) union. The new contract will
offer raises of 2 percent for 2012; 1.5
percent for 2013 and 1.75 percent for
2014.

Public hearings and final votes will
be held on both ordinances at the
November 7 meeting.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Adina Enculescu,
Maria Carluccio and Greg Kasko
again spoke regarding the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Av-
enue.

Ms. Enculescu said, “I will come
every time until the crosswalk will
be moved.”

Mrs. Carluccio told Mayor Andy
Skibitsky that he has “managed to
dupe people” into thinking that the
crosswalk is safer in the middle of
the block than it would be at the
intersection.

After handing copies up to Mayor
Skibitsky, Mr. Kasko said that the
paperwork was a list of accidents at
Central and Clover Street and Cen-
tral and Cambridge Road dating
back to 2003 and 2002, respec-
tively. Mr. Kasko also said that he
provided four police reports to the
mayor, which corresponded to items
on the list, but said that the acci-
dents had not actually occurred at
the locations mentioned on the list.

Upon Mr. Kasko’s questioning
regarding the data and its use to
support the placement of the cross-
ing signal, Mayor Skibitsky said
that the sheet was received from the
police department, and stated, “Mr.
Kasko, I trust our police depart-
ment.”


