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It’s about understanding what
all Garwood residents want from
their government to help make
their lives better.

When I do I would like to re-
spond to the Garwood Borough
Council Democratic candidates’
letter in the October 11 issue of
this paper.

My opponents say I have no
political experience. That’s true.
I’m just like any other Garwood
resident who thinks about the
things that touch all our daily
lives: did the trash get picked up
this morning? Is that annoying
pothole on South Avenue fixed
yet? The great Democratic politi-
cian Tip O’Neal was right when
he said all politics is local. And I
believe any citizen so inclined
should step up and get involved
in local politics.

This campaign is not about
me. It’s about you. It’s about
understanding what all Garwood
residents want from their gov-
ernment to help make their lives
better. So I’ve been trying to
meet with as many of you as I
can to find out what you want,

not just shake your hand and
give you my picture and a pen.
It does not matter what the
candidates want. It’s “We the
People,” right? Not “We the can-
didates.”

But I have a problem. You
may not have the time or op-
portunity to talk when I do. So
I want to ask you a favor –
please call me. Here’s my cell
number: (908) 967-3498. I own
a local business so my time is
flexible and I’ll always make the
time to listen to what you have
to say. I hope you can call, but
if you can’t then e-mail me at
mike@promorental.com.

I will not criticize my oppo-
nents. That’s a big waste of time.
A good use of our time will be to
talk to each other over the next
few weeks and figure out who
can best apply common sense
and lead us to find solutions to
our problems.

God bless you. God bless
America.

Mike Martin
Garwood GOP Council Candidate
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how government works,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. It allows him to
“look at the impacts of every
project and look at how it is going
to benefit the people who live
there and impact the neighbor-
hood around it and how to miti-
gate those impacts to make it
less of one on those neighbors,”
he said. “Being a planner helps to
understand how to address those
impacts in a comprehensive and
fair fashion.”

“We both have many more
years of experience…and under-
stand Garwood a little better,”
he said in comparison to their
opponents.

Taxes and the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) were the two big-
gest issues residents questioned
them when both candidates cam-
paigned door-to-door, Ms. Palmer
said.

“Taxes are something we need
to keep under control,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

“We do support the athletic
field,” Ms. Palmer said. “Most of
the residents were in favor of the
athletic field,” she said when they
went door-to-door campaigning.

Having Garwood merge with
Westfield was another topic
brought up by voters to the
Democrats in their campaigning.
“We don’t ever want to merge
with Westfield,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“We like the small town it is.”

“The more shared services you
enter into the more you make
yourself not a community,” he
said. He later said he would hope
the borough could share services
with Cranford or Westfield on
using the equipment necessary
to maintain the turf field, since
those towns already own such
equipment.

Both candidates support rede-
veloping the borough further, in-
cluding industrial buildings that
were selected as potential rede-
velopment sites by NJ Transit
during its study for Garwood’s

Transit Village designation.
The Democratic council candi-

dates said their agenda is to
have those sites rezoned with
locations similar to The Pointe,
with the ultimate goal of adding
more train stops in Garwood.

The Pointe residents asked about
having properties reassessed be-
cause they have said their taxes
are unfairly higher than the ma-
jority of the taxpayers.

Ms. Palmer said it would cost
the borough some $200,000 to
reassess the properties of
Garwood. “I’m not sure if
$200,000 is worth a couple hun-
dred dollars on everyone’s taxes,”
she said.

The Pointe residents said they
were told their taxes would be
about $10,000, and they have
said that their taxes are actually
about $12,000 o $14,000. They
asked to have their taxes cut
about $2,000.

“The thought of cutting
anyone’s taxes $2,000 is not
going to happen,” Mr. Nierstedt
said. “The market price for these
units are set based on what you
paid for it.”

The candidates were also asked
if it is fair that The Pointe resi-
dents do not receive services
that other homeowners do re-
ceive.

“Fair is not a good question,
because I did not buy into it. The
people who bought The Pointe
bought into it,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

He said the redeveloper did not
propose streets on the site, and
therefore the borough does not
plow private roads, or pay for
electricity of lights or water for
fire hydrants on private roads.

Ms. Palmer had recently spoke
at a borough council meeting
about opposing a referendum for
the upcoming vote on capital
expenses that is said to be about
$200,000, and was asked to ex-
plain her position. She said the
council would not be able to get

much accomplished if they went
to referendum each time an ex-
pense comes up on the agenda.

“If we do ask the taxpayer to
spend a little more money they
are going to say no,” Ms. Palmer
said. She said she did not give
thought to having the AFC on a
referendum.

Both candidates are in favor of
a borough newsletter and would
push to have it published quar-
terly.

Ms. Palmer said she and Mr.
Nierstedt have come to a com-
promise on bulk pick up, and
would look into a program where
the borough facilitates the bulk
pick up, and the residents who
choose to take part would pay for
the use.

The current council is made up
of a Republican majority. Demo-
cratic Council President Keith
Sluka’s, who is not seeking re-
election this year, and Republi-
can Councilman Timothy Hak’s,
terms end this year.

“We think the current Republi-
cans are arguing against them-
selves,” Ms. Palmer said. “We
think replacing some with two
Democrats would just make a
more peaceful council.”

When asked if they would sup-
port redistricting or a resolution
in support of Berkeley Heights’
discussion to secede from Union
County, Ms. Palmer said she was
“not informed of what is going on
at the county level.”

“If there is waste going on we
would want an investigation and
I would support something like
that,” Ms. Palmer said.

“When you have a 9-0 incum-
bency I don’t think that’s correct.
You have to have different ideas,”
Mr. Nierstedt said. “The county
government is not going to re-
district.”

Gwd Dem. Candidates  Hold Q&A at The Pointe

GW Mayor to Hold Sat. Office Hours on Oct. 20
GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor

Patricia Quattrocchi will be avail-
able in her office at Garwood
Borough Hall this Saturday morn-
ing, October 20, to meet with
residents.

Any resident wishing to speak
with the mayor regarding any
issue is encouraged to stop in
between the hours of 10 a.m.
and noon. No appointment is
necessary.

Mayor Quattrocchi has set aside
the mornings of the third Satur-
day of each month for this pur-
pose. However, she is also avail-
able to address resident issues
and concerns by appointment
during the borough’s regular busi-
ness hours, via the Internet at
pquattrocchi@garwood.org or by
phone at (908) 789-0710.

Borough  Hall is located at 403
South Avenue.
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