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Sophomore Mike Prozuk scored
a goal in the second half off
junior Zach Sheil’s long throw-in
to give the second-seeded
Westfield High School boys soc-
cer team a 1-0 victory over
Cranford in a very spirited Union
County Tournament (UCT)
quarterfinal game with empha-
sis at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 13.

The 7-2-4 Blue Devils experi-
enced a very different Cougar
team that they had defeated ear-
lier in the season. The 7-7 Cou-
gars have been on a very com-
petitive roll, which included a 5-
4, overtime loss to top-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Octo-
ber 4 and a 2-1 UCT victory over
A.L. Johnson on October 6.

The emphasis came not only
with the improved play of both
teams, but also with the addition
of three yellow cards and a red
card that caused the Cougars to
play with one man down in the
second half.

“Cranford came out a lot better
than last time. They have im-
proved a lot. Unfortunately, they
were a man down. They held it
together. They still played well,
but we came out on top this
time,” Sheil said.

“I thought we were evenly
matched. We were coming in
with a lot of confidence. We felt
we were going to have opportu-
nities in this game. Actually, op-
portunities on net for both teams
were very limited. They have the
long throw, which is very difficult
to defend, especially with a few
guys with height. The match-ups
caused problems. That’s how they

put one in on us. Unfortunately,
at that point when we were down
a goal, and we go down a man, it
makes it awfully difficult to climb
back into the game,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell said.

“Zach has a pretty dangerous
throw. We’ve scored a lot of goals
off that like we did today. Mike
scored a nice goal off that throw.
It’s been working a lot, because
we have a couple of tall bodies in
there, so that throw is really ef-
fective, and we are allowed to get
a lot of opportunities,” Blue Devil
co-captain Henry Smith said.

Even though he is not one of
the tall men, Smith managed to
get his head on the ball several
times as a result of Sheils’ long
throw-ins.

“It’s easier, because they
[Cranford] are always attracted
to the tall people, so I’m in there
sometimes to get my head on it,”
Smith explained.

The Blue Devils took the lion’s
share of the shots at and on goal
with 11 to the Cougars’ three,
but Westfield’s defense was pri-
marily responsible for keeping
Cranford’s dangerous shots at a

low count. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Dan LaCorte made three saves,
while Cougar keeper Zach
Hoffman made nine.

“The defense was really solid.
We went up 1-0. Clearly, we got
the shutout. They [defense] have
been keeping us in a lot of tough
games. Hopefully, we can score
more goals to make it easier for
them,” Smith said.

The decisive play came with
24:00 remaining when Sheil’s
long throw-in from the left side-
line found Prozuk, who headed
the ball into the net.

“I just have to throw it in long
and the kids who are 6’5” tall
have to knock it in. I just got to
throw it in. They do all the work.
They are hungry for the ball.
They just got to get a touch from
that close and they go in,” Sheil
explained.

The Blue Devils hope to win
their semifinal game so they can
face the defending champion
Raiders for the UCT title. The two
rivals met twice this season and
both games ended up in a 1-1,
overtime deadlock.

“Scotch Plains is a great team.
We respect them so much. Both
times the games were really simi-
lar. It’s been 1-1 both times. We
scored the first goal each time.
They scored, and we’ve just been
going back-and-forth. They may
have had the better of posses-
sion, but I think we had a lot of
chances. Overtime, I hit the
crossbar that second game. The
first game, we had a chance in
overtime, so it’s just about fin-
ishing those opportunities. Hope-
fully, we will see them in the
county final,” Smith said.
Cranford                0 0                0
Westfield               0 1                     1

DEVIL PROZUK SCORES GOAL OFF SHEIL’S THROW-IN, COUGAR HOFFMAN MAKES 9 SAVES
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Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos

See More Photos on next page

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NUDGING FOR POSITION…Cougar defender Jake Waleski, No. 12, and Blue Devil center midfielder Henry Smith, No.
3, nudge each other for position near the Cranford goal area at Kehler Stadium on October 13.
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