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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Erica Faraone, a senior on the varsity field hockey team, scored the winning
goal against Westfield on Saturday in the first round of the Union County Tournament. She leads the team’s offense this
season. Connor McMahon, a junior on the varsity cross-country team, had recent times of 17:07 at the Stewart Memorial
and 17:27 at the Shore Coaches Invitational, helping the boys team place at the top of the standings in both events.

nected with Rice for the 51-yard
TD to tighten the score, 26-20,
with 2:52 left.

A second onside kick failed when
Folinusz smothered the ball, but
some penalties and a bad snap
gave the Raiders possession at
the Cougar 48 with 16.3 seconds
remaining. Thomas added a 10-
yard run and a two-yard run to
put the ball on the 36 with time
left for just one more play. Tho-

mas got the ball again and
scrambled all over the field but
was eventually brought down
near the 25 as time ran out.

“We knew they were not going
to back down from us. I saw last
week, they were down 13-0 in
the fourth quarter and came back
to win. But it really came down to
we made too many mistakes, too
many penalties on offense, jump-
ing offside. The game should not

have come down to this, but
kudos to them for fighting back.
We got to play better in these
situations,” Green said.

“Emendo and Dein had a very
good game. The linemen, all five
of us were pushing ourselves, and
the tight ends and running backs
were keeping their guys out and
gave us holes for Emendo and
Dein to make plays,” Tufaro said.

“I was trying to get into the end
zone for whatever it took. My
receivers and my linemen did a
good job of getting their blocks.
I am proud of my team. We didn’t

let the first half get us down, and
we came back even stronger,”
Thomas said.

“We started off a little slowly
and we dug ourselves in a hole.
Then the whole rest of the game,
we were getting ourselves out of
it. We were making their team
make mistakes. We made a few.
We couldn’t capitalize when we
were inside the red zone, but we
are really emotional right now,
and we are going to come back
next week stronger,” Tufaro said.

“It’s good to have these situa-
tions. In the future, it will help us

to win more games,” Green said.
The Cougars will have a situa-

tion this Friday, October 19, when
they host 18th-ranked, 6-0 Ridge
at 7 p.m.

“It’s a big challenge for us. No
one expects us to win the game.
We are going to work hard to
really do our thing next week,
and hopefully, we will come out
with a win,” Green said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   6   6 14 26
Cranford   0   0   0 20 20

Cranford Cougar Footballers Hold Off SPF Raider Comeback in Fourth Quarter, 26-20
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