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l'ennemi du journaliste

GREEN RUSHES FOR 2 TDs, RICE RUNS FOR 2 TDs; THOMAS, FOLINUSZ, DWYER 1 TD EACH

Cougar Gridders Hold Off Raiders’ Comeback, 26-20
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 19-0 early in the fourth
quarter, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football
team caught fire, but the Cranford
Cougars had just enough retar-
dant to hold onto a 26-20 victory
in a game that went down to the
final play before being decided at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 12.

Running backs, sophomore
Emendo Thomas and senior Dein
Rice, provided the spark that
ignited the 4-2 Raiders’ late
comeback. Thomas carried 10
times in the second half for 115
yards, which included a 31-yard
touchdown (TD) run and a 39-
yard sprint. He finished with 120
yards rushing. Rice totaled 92
yards on 17 carries, including a
two-yard TD, but also he turned
a reception into a 51-yard TD.

“I just didn’t want to go down.
I knew that my team needed me,
so I had to step up and make
plays. I have too much fight in
me. When my coach called my
number, I knew I had to step up,
and I knew that the big guys in
front of me were going to get me
there,” Thomas said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie
Green rushed for 214 yards on
26 carries and had respective TD
runs of 21 yards and one yard in
the second half, but he was lim-
ited to just 61 yards in the first

half by the huge Raider line.
“Our line was taking care of

their line. We were pushing them
into the back. We were really
hitting them hard, and Reggie
had nowhere to go. Our line-
backers were filling. It was a

team effort. There were 11 of us
and 11 of them. We might have
lost, but we kept going,” Raider
defensive lineman Anthony
Tufaro said.

Green completed three of four
pass attempts, all to Chris

Folinusz for a total of 91 yards,
including a 35-yard TD strike
over the middle. Running back
Jimmy Dwyer carried 14 times

for 34 yards, including a one-
yard TD plunge with 49 seconds
remaining in the first half.

With the exception of the Cou-
gars’ final drive, the first half was
controlled by both defenses.
Folinusz delivered a pair of quar-

terback sacks and linebacker Nick
Diaz added one. Cougar defen-
sive back Joe DaSilva had an
interception. Raider linebacker
Kevin Maxwell blocked a punt,
and Thomas had a two-yard sack.

The 5-1 Cougars’ scoring drive

began at midfield and consisted
of nine running plays that ended
with Dwyer’s one-yard bash into
the end zone with 49.2 seconds
left in the half. Raider defensive
lineman James Kaiser blocked
the extra point attempt.

The Raiders began a drive to
start the third quarter that ended
in a failed 26-yard field goal at-
tempt. The Cougars answered
with an 80-yard, eight-play scor-
ing drive when Green sprinted 21
yards for the score with 41.2
seconds left in the third quarter.
The two-point conversion run
came up short.

The Raiders’ next possession
halted abruptly when Cougar
defensive back John Oblachinski
made the first of his two inter-
ceptions, and with the ball on the
Raider 39, it took only four plays
for the Cougars to up their lead
to 19-0 when Green slipped in
from the one with 10:28 left of
the game.

In slightly over a minute, the
Raiders marched 66 yards on
four plays for the score, which
included Thomas’ 39-yard run
and Rice’s two-yard TD run. How-
ever, the Cougars responded with
emphasis, covering 68 yards on
six plays, including Folinusz’s 39-
yard reception and Green’s 35-
yard TD sprint to make the score,
26-7, with 5:24 remaining.

After Corey Bell’s 31-yard re-
ception, Thomas shed several
would be tacklers and dashed 31
yards for the TD to make the
score, 26-13, with 4:31 left.

The Raiders tried an onside kick
and succeeded when Danny Van
Brunt recovered it on the Cranford
46. Oblachinski recorded his sec-
ond interception, but the Cou-
gars went three-and-out and
punted to the Raider 49. Quar-
terback Owen Monahan con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING FOR A GAIN…Raider running back Emendo Thomas, No. 9, dives over Cougar Kevin Trotter for extra yardage
as Raider Christian Lettieri, No. 51, looks on at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 12. See more photos on
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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