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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Former Westfield resident John
Wagner had a lot of success as the
football coach at Roselle Park High
School. He is now retired and living
down at the shore.

But Wagner got the coaching bug
again and that success has continued
this fall at ancient Point Pleasant
Beach. The Garnet Gulls are currently
6-0 and have scored 269 points (45 per
game), while allowing 54.

He is the father of former WHS
softball/hockey star Shannon Wagner
(’02).

@ After last Saturday’s 35-0 loss to
a Franklin team that had lost three
straight, WHS has given up 256 points
and scored 84. The 0-6 Blue Devils
have a bye this weekend, then end the
home season against 3-3 Bridgewater-
Raritan on the 27th. That will be fol-
lowed by a Nov. 3 visit to Perry Tyson
Field to face 4-2 Scotch Plains in a role
reversal game. After an NJSIAA con-
solation game, the season will end on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22, at
Plainfield’s Hub Stine Field.

One game at a time, but don’t be too
shocked if the Devils finish 4-6; not
quite what we’ve come to expect from
a Jim DeSarno-coached team, but it
would mean victories against Scotch
Plains and Plainfield, two absolute
must-wins!

(Nightmares of that 1978 game re-
turn every mid-October. That’s ever
since a really good WHS lost to a
really winless SPF 11-7. I couldn’t
walk into a 7-Eleven for months after-
ward! You don’t think it was big, this
is from the 1979 Culmen, the SPF
yearbook: “The ‘Southside Kids’ did
it. Although their record was 2-6-1,
one of these victories counts more
than a perfect season. It took a long
time coming, but we finally made it.
WE BEAT WESTFIELD!! It was the
first time in 19 years.”

(That followed a headline, HOW
SWEET IT IS under a cartoon with a
‘We dumped the Big W’ caption. The
Scotch Plains Lions Club even put up
a “Raider 11, Westfield 7” on their
sign downtown. Note: nobody ever
said SPF fans were good at spelling.)

@ Senior quarterback Christian
Menares-Brown’s 14 pass completions
in the 35-23 loss to Union ties him
with Dan Kerr (2009 vs. Plainfield)
for fourth most completions in a game.
The record of 19 was set by “Broad
Street” Joe Monninger in 1970 against
Plainfield. The No. 2 and 3 perfor-
mances are Nate Mitchell’s 17 comple-
tions vs. Immaculata in 2011 and Tony
DiIorio’s 15 against Newark East Side
in 2008.

@ The sons of a couple of former
WHS players are making big names
for themselves as quarterbacks down
south.

Bo Baldwin is a 6-foot-5, 230-pound
junior at South Aiken High School in
Aiken, S.C. He is the son of Kent
Baldwin (WHS, ’79), an all-state end
during his playing days.

Will Brewster is a 6-foot, 175-pound
junior at Mountain Brook High School,
outside Birmingham, the No. 6 team
in Alabama. The slick lefty is the son
of Roger Brewster (WHS ’83), who
quarterbacked Gary Kehler’s final
team. Will is completing 73 percent of
his passes (though it’s 100 percent on
the videos that Roger sends me.)

@ And speaking of the Brewster
family, Brad Brewster (’70) will be
inducted into the Ursinus College Hall

of Fame on Friday, Oct. 26. Brewster,
who played football and ran track, is a
member of the Bar in both New Jersey
and Pennsylvania.

THIS AND THAT
Lexi Borr captured the Singles

Tournament final with a 6-2, 6-1 win
over Rumson-Fair Haven’s Kate
Fahey. That is after a 6-0, 6-2 win in
the semifinals. Borr became WHS’s
second state champion in girls tennis,
the last being Kim Schmidt, who won
in 1975 and ’76 (spring) before los-
ing her only high school match in the
semifinals as a senior in ’76 (fall).
Borr’s mother, the former Marcy
Kessler, won a county title at second
singles for WHS in 1982.

The team of Liz Cusick and Julia
Criscuolo made it to the Doubles
Tournament quarterfinals, where they
fell to Haddonfield 6-4, 6-3.

@ Dan LaCorte, WHS’s senior
goalie, has been a big reason the soc-
cer team has a 7-2-4 record after
Saturday’s 1-0 UCT win over
Cranford. LaCorte has allowed just
one goal (in a 1-1 tie with SPF) in the
last seven games. He is the son of Jim
LaCorte, and the nephew of Pete
LaCorte, two outstanding athletes at
Seton Hall University.

@ The field hockey team’s 1-0 loss
to Cranford in the UCT dropped the
Devils to 2-13 this century in the county
tournament. The wins came in 2001
and 2008, both times against Roselle
Park. The 1998 and ’99 teams both
lost in the county finals. The last county
championship was in 1980, a co-title
with Roselle Park.

HALL OF FAME
Tickets are available for the 10th of

the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
induction dinner on Monday, Nov. 19,
at the Westwood. Contact athletic di-
rector Sandy Mamary (789-4512) or
Bill Jordan (232-6463). Tickets are
$50.
Being inducted this year are:

Ray Bailey (’60), basketball, base-
ball.

Terry Bentley (’58), football, swim-
ming, tennis.

Paul Byrne (’69), football, track.
Greg Chlan (’65), baseball.
Gordon Clark (’70), swimming.
Mike Drury (’87), soccer, tennis.
Jim Kovacs (’62), football, track.
Kim Kumpf (’90), soccer, basket-

ball, softball.
Roger Love (’57), honorary.
Noreen Morris (’83), soccer, basket-

ball, track.
Dan Nichols (’61), swimming.
Steve Schramm (’76), diving.
Henry Stevens (’17), basketball,

baseball.
Aimee Stout (’92), cross country,

gymnastics, swimming, track.
Shaun Cherewich, lacrosse coach.
1961 football team.
1978 boys tennis team.

BASEBALL
Watching a major league game on

television, or in person, is not what I
would ever recommend to anyone who
wants to learn the right way, i.e., the
old school way, to play baseball. (Was
it a coincidence that Gary Kehler used
to show the previous day’s game films
to his WHS football teams on Sun-
days, so they wouldn’t get into bad
habits watching the NFL players?)
But on Sunday, Oct. 7, two of the
biggest plays of the 2012 playoffs were
a couple of outs that went a grand total
of about 15 feet.

First, Washington’s Danny Espinoza
was up in the eighth inning with run-
ners at the corners. He had struck out
three times, and his team was down 2-

1, so this time (surprising manager
Davey Johnson, no doubt) he bunted.
Not a squeeze, since Mike Morse didn’t
move off third, but it got Ian Desmond
to second, where he scored the win-
ning run on Tyler Moore’s two-out,
two-run single.

Later, in the Yankees-Orioles game,
Derek Jeter – he of the 3,000-plus
career hits and a certain first-ballot
Hall of Famer five years to the minute
after he hangs them up – came up in
the ninth inning of a tie game with
runners on first and second and none
out. It’s what old-timers would call an
obvious bunt situation; to which, new-
timers would say, “Swing away. It’s
Derek Jeter.” After two failed bunt
attempts ran the count to 2-2, Jeter
again bunted with two strikes (shades
of Norm Koury and Harry Shatel!!)
and got it down to move the runners
up. The Yankees went on to score five
runs that inning, but it was all set up by
Jeter’s bunt.

PAX VOBISCUM
Back in August 1959, my mom was

dragged from Fair Haven to Westfield,
kicking and screaming. She didn’t want
to leave her dream house at 190 Lake
Avenue. And my dad didn’t want to
commute 40 miles from Fair Haven to
his new job at the Elizabeth Journal.
This being the ’50s, you know who
won that argument.

Now it’s October 2012, and I don’t
want to write the Devil’s Den any-
more. It takes place in the once-proud
town of Westfield, and I’m 65 miles
away in my own dream house in
Langhorne, Pa. I don’t want to com-
mute anymore. And I’d have to com-
mute to be even remotely on top of
things to write something like the
Devil’s Den.

Something had to give and this will
be the final Devil’s Den. It started on
November 4, 2004, so it’s just two
weeks of eight years since the first
one; somewhere between 200 and 300
of them were written. I thank the
Corbin brothers for putting up with
me and my, shall we say, blue-tinted
views, and also the many Faithful
Readers and even the not-so-faithful
readers. The Devil’s Den was great
fun for a long time, but the more I
thought about it, the more I no longer
was satisfied being Westfield’s ver-
sion of Mr. Memory Lane, Joe
Franklin – i.e., the King of Nostalgia.
I didn’t want to be a cranky old man
writing about the “good ol’ days” any-
more. I’d rather be a cranky old man
feeding peanuts to the pigeons in the
park.

Everybody has his time, and then
it’s somebody else’s time. In the 1950
classic movie “Sunset Boulevard,”
William Holden recognizes former
silent screen superstar Norma
Desmond (Gloria Swanson) and says,
“Hey, I recognize you. You’re Norma
Desmond. You used to be big,”
Desmond’s classic response: “I’m still
big. It’s the pictures that got small.”

(And to the late WHS teacher/tennis
coach Sam Bunting: How’d you like
that use of ‘pax vobiscum’? See, your
“rara avis” actually did learn some-
thing in your Latin class.)

Wagner Has Point Beach
On the Winning Track

The Leader and The Times will
surely miss Bruce Johnson’s

eight years of Devils Dens
Good Luck Bruce!

Dave Corbin (Asst. Publisher)

Westfield...Gracious 14 room north side colonial on resort like .42 ACRE property with gunite pool on sought after
street a stone's throw from Franklin elementary school and a few blocks to Roosevelt middle school. This special
charmer offers gourmet kitchen, built in pantry, many modern conveniences for the cook in the family, a sunken
great room with wet bar, radiant wood floors and fireplace, the large living room, dining room and den offer over-
sized windows, wood floors and beautiful molding. A first floor conservatory for the gardener or anyone who enjoys
lots of light. Private master en suite w/fireplace, 2nd floor laundry, sprinkler sys, security sys, high box beam ceilings,
2-car detached garage, & a semi-finished basement. A short stroll to town, parks & NYC train.  A great home to
entertain in during the holidays and every day! $1,595,000.

ReMax Properties Unlimited • 200 North Avenue East • Westfield, NJ 07090

Sales Agent
Phone: 908-233-9292
Mobile: 908-578-3257
email: miriamtedesco@remax.net

Miriam Tedesco

Public Open House Sunday, October 21st 1:00 - 4:00pm 

                     

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker 

Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

915 Grandview Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 
Sitting amid a beautifully manicured lawn, this charming Colonial glows with a superb blend 
of traditional details and modern amenities. Hardwood floors, classic moldings, marvelous 
window arrangements and designer touches enliven this alluring interior. The inviting en-
closed front porch opens to the living room accented with a charming wood burning fire-
place. The adjacent formal dining room sparkles with abundant natural light that filters in 
through the vintage leaded glass windows. The updated kitchen provides you with granite 
counters, tumbled marble backsplash, stainless steel appliances, ample cabinets and a lovely 
eating area. Upstairs you’ll find a delightful master bedroom accompanied by another bed-
room and an updated full bath. This lovely home boasts central-air, gorgeous Belgian block 
patio, professionally landscaped yard and a detached oversized garage. Located in the tree 
lined neighborhood of Manor Park, this wonderful home is near NYC transportation, down-
town shopping and dining, the Manor park pool and so many countless other destinations.  
Presented for $375,000. Dir: Central to Elizabeth to Grandview

Jocelyne Holden, Sales Associate
908-233-2694, Direct 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2001, 2004-2008, 2011 

Jocelyne.holden@cbmoves.com 

GREEN, RICE 2 TDs; THOMAS, FOLINUSZ, DWYER TD

Cougar Gridders Hold Off
Raiders’ Comeback, 26-20
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 19-0 early in the fourth
quarter, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team caught
fire, but the Cranford Cougars had
just enough retardant to hold onto a
26-20 victory in a game that went
down to the final play before being
decided at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 12.

Running backs, sophomore
Emendo Thomas and senior Dein
Rice, provided the spark that ignited
the 4-2 Raiders’ late comeback. Tho-
mas carried 10 times in the second
half for 115 yards, which included a
31-yard touchdown (TD) run and a
39-yard sprint. He finished with 120
yards rushing. Rice totaled 92 yards
on 17 carries, including a two-yard
TD, but also he turned a reception
into a 51-yard TD.

“I just didn’t want to go down. I
knew that my team needed me, so I
had to step up and make plays. I have
too much fight in me. When my coach
called my number, I knew I had to
step up, and I knew that the big guys
in front of me were going to get me
there,” Thomas said.

Cougar quarterback Reggie Green
rushed for 214 yards on 26 carries
and had respective TD runs of 21
yards and one yard in the second half,
but he was limited to just 61 yards in
the first half by the huge Raider line.

“Our line was taking care of their

line. We were pushing them into the
back. We were really hitting them
hard, and Reggie had nowhere to go.
Our linebackers were filling. It was a
team effort. There were 11 of us and
11 of them. We might have lost, but
we kept going,” Raider defensive line-
man Anthony Tufaro said.

Green completed three of four pass
attempts, all to Chris Folinusz for a
total of 91 yards, including a 35-yard
TD strike over the middle. Running
back Jimmy Dwyer carried 14 times
for 34 yards, including a one-yard
TD plunge with 49 seconds remain-
ing in the first half.

With the exception of the Cougars’
final drive, the first half was con-
trolled by both defenses. Folinusz
delivered a pair of quarterback sacks
and linebacker Nick Diaz added one.
Cougar defensive back Joe DaSilva
had an interception. Raider linebacker
Kevin Maxwell blocked a punt, and
Thomas had a two-yard sack.

The 5-1 Cougars’ scoring drive
began at midfield and consisted of
nine running plays that ended with
Dwyer’s one-yard bash into the end
zone with 49.2 seconds left in the
half. Raider defensive lineman James
Kaiser blocked the extra point at-
tempt.

The Raiders began a drive to start
the third quarter that ended in a failed
26-yard field goal attempt. The Cou-
gars answered with an 80-yard, eight-
play scoring drive when Green

sprinted 21 yards for the score with
41.2 seconds left in the third quarter.
The two-point conversion run came
up short.

The Raiders’ next possession halted
abruptly when Cougar defensive back
John Oblachinski made the first of
his two interceptions, and with the
ball on the Raider 39, it took only
four plays for the Cougars to up their
lead to 19-0 when Green slipped in
from the one with 10:28 left of the
game.

In slightly over a minute, the Raid-
ers marched 66 yards on four plays
for the score, which included Tho-
mas’ 39-yard run and Rice’s two-
yard TD run. However, the Cougars
responded with emphasis, covering
68 yards on six plays, including
Folinusz’s 39-yard reception and
Green’s 35-yard TD sprint to make
the score, 26-7, with 5:24 remaining.

After Corey Bell’s 31-yard recep-
tion, Thomas shed several would be
tacklers and dashed 31 yards for the
TD to make the score, 26-13, with
4:31 left.

The Raiders tried an onside kick
and succeeded when Danny Van
Brunt recovered it on the Cranford
46. Oblachinski recorded his second
interception, but the Cougars went
three-and-out and punted to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING FOR A GAIN…Raider running back Emendo Thomas, No. 9, dives over Cougar Kevin Trotter for extra yardage
as Raider Christian Lettieri, No. 51, looks on at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 12. See more photos on
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Probitas Verus Honos


