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November 6 General Election Information

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOUNDING FATHERS...Union County College in Cranford celebrates its 79th
anniversary with a tribute to its founding fathers on Tuesday with an annual
wreath laying ceremony in the college’s historic tree grove. The event was led by
the Cranford Fire Department Bag Pipers.

Fanwood Candidates’ Forum
Set for Wednesday, October 24

Scotch Plains Candidates’ Forum
The Scotch Plains Candidates Forum will be  held on Thursday, October

25, at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal building.  Mayor Mary DePaola (R) and
Councilman Kevin Glover (D) contend for mayor and Councilman
Edward Saridaki (R) and Colleen Gialanella (D) contend for one open
council seat in the Tuesday, November 6, General Election.

Jack Molenaar (D)Councilman
Mike Szuch (R)

Daniel Levine (D)Councilman
Robert Manduca (R)

The Fanwood Candidates’  Forum will be  held on Wednesday, October 24,
at 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall.  Councilman Robert Manduca (R), Councilman
Mike Szuch (R), Dan  Levine (D) and Jack  Molenaar (D) will compete for
two available council seats  in the Tuesday, November  6, General Election.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOBLINS AND GHOULS...A residence on North Avenue in Fanwood appears to be haunted as Halloween creatures
emerge from the front yard.

Jason Kim for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONTRACT DISCUSSION...Scotch Plains Mayor Mary DePaola addresses the
audience at the township council meeting on Tuesday night.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BURST OF COLOR...A Westfield Avenue residence displays a burst of fall
foliage along the front walk against a backdrop of clear, blue sky.

Freeholders Comment On
Berkeley Heights Secession

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The issue of Berke-
ley Heights wanting to secede from
Union County came up again at last
Thursday’s Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders meeting.

John Bury of Kenilworth said he
attended a recent Berkeley Heights
Township Council meeting. He said
the township plans on putting a non-
binding referendum on the Novem-
ber 2013 election ballot on the se-
cession question.

“They all seem pretty serious
about it. If Berkeley Heights goes,
Summit might not be far beyond,”
Mr. Bury said.

Mr. Bury said a  Berkeley Heights
homeowner would pay 46 percent
less in county taxes in Morris
County, 35 percent less in Somerset

County and 20 percent less in
Middlesex County. Mr. Bury asked
the freeholders to provide reasons
why the township should stay in
Union County.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella responded, “There are so
many reasons why Union County
should stay together the way it is.”

“It is a very difficult process for a
town to leave (a county). I am sure
over time Berkeley Heights will de-
termine that it makes since to stay
with Union County,” Freeholder
Mirabella said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan told Mr.
Bury that Union County put in $10
million in county funds for the con-
struction of Snyder Park in Berke-
ley Heights, a project supported by
the township and its residents. He

Scotch Plains Awards Study
Contract for Police Dept. Merger

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council passed a reso-
lution Tuesday night to hire the Rosell
Group to analyze the possible merger
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood po-
lice departments. The consultancy firm
will provide recommendations on the
possible effects of combining services
from respective departments.

“This resolution awards a contract to
the Rosell Group LLC,” Councilman
Michael “Mickey” Marcus said. “The
consulting service is in reviewing and
analyzing a joint meeting proposal for
the police departments [of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood].” He said the council,
“at this point, does not have a road map
[for the police department merger] to

go by.”
“Hiring a professional law enforce-

ment expert, who is well known to
some of our legal professionals... pro-
vide guidance and recommendations,
is an important part of the process,”
Mr. Marcus said.

Richard Rosell, a veteran and retired
New Jersey State Police captain, heads
the Rosell Group. He is the public
safety director for the town of Dover.
He also had the same position for
Springfield for two years.

“He had been very seriously in-
volved in discussions with our coun-
terparts in Fanwood regarding com-
bining the respective police depart-
ments into one,” Mr. Marcus said.
“They had numerous meetings, ac-
tively working on facilitating a resolu-

tion agreement between the two com-
munities. They’re working together as
one group, with a common goal to
hopefully be able to combine the police
department to accomplish several
goals.”

“First is to save [our] taxpayers
money. Two, [is] to pay for the police
departments of both towns. Three, [is]
to have efficiencies and to avoid redun-
dancies,” Mr. Marcus said. He said the
township believes these goals along
with the goal of “maintaining high-
quality of performance from both de-
partments” is what “both residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood expect.”

According to Mr. Marcus, the Rosell
Group would be retained for the service
with a $100 per hour fee, with a total
billing not exceeding $4,000.

Mayor Mary DePaola told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the fee struc-
ture would be sufficient to find out the
efficacy of the possible merger route.

Colleen Gialanella, the running mate
of Councilman and Democratic may-
oral challenger and current Council-
man Kevin Glover, was in attendance.
During the open floor, she congratu-
lated the council for taking the merger
discussions in the right direction. How-
ever, Mrs. Gialanella asked why the
cost of the exploratory consulting ser-
vice only burdened Scotch Plains.

Mayor DePaola said more was at
stake for the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment, and the small cost [for the
study] was the responsible thing to do.
Ms. DePaola said the expected cost of
the study would be covered by savings
already found by the council.

“There are some sticking points. I
have some difficulty [at the moment] of
revealing them to the public, but at least
one thing we can say is that we [Scotch
Plains] are the larger entity...and we
have the larger number of police offic-
ers whose lives and careers that are at
stake,” the mayor said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP BOE Learns About District’s
Participation in Big Read Project

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An instruc-
tional presentation was given by Noel
Baxter, district coordinator for The
Big Read project, last Thursday
evening at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting.

According to Ms. Baxter, the Big
Read is a district and community-
wide global reading project done in
conjunction with the Scotch Plains
Library, Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library, Literacy Volunteers
of Union County and New Jersey
City University.

Ms. Baxter said the project is com-

munity-based and is being led by the
Scotch Plains Library, who applied
for and received a National Endow-
ment for the Arts grant to conduct the
project. She said the Big Read project
is a program of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts in conjunction with
Arts Midwest and is “designed to
revitalize the role of literature in
American culture.”

Ms. Baxter stated that the project

would enable the students to “think
outside the box, welcome cultural
differences and receive a sense of
world mindedness.” She also noted
that the project did stem from the
2009 strategic plan, which empha-
sized “global perspectives.”

Ms. Baxter noted that all high
school students will be reading the
book “Time of the Butterflies” and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fannywood Day Sets Records; Mahr
Rips Scotch Plains Action on Merger

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At the borough
council’s Tuesday night meeting,
Councilman Anthony Parenti de-
clared Fannywood Day an unquali-
fied success.

“If you missed this Fannywood
Day, you really cheated yourself,” he
said. Mr. Parenti noted that “by far
the largest Fannywood crowd” he’s
ever seen turned up this year, along
with record numbers of vendors and
of advertisements collected for the
ad journal. The robust proceeds from
the event will allow Fanwood to pur-
chase a new electronic signboard for
the borough, he said.

Brothers Jason and Steven Parker
of K-9 Resorts co-chaired the
Fannywood Committee this year, fill-
ing a gap left by long-time organizer
Donna Dolce, who scaled back her
involvement because she is moving
from Fanwood. In recognition of their
contributions to Fannywood Day’s
success, along with their fundraising
efforts for Fanwood’s Police Depart-
ment and other volunteer activities,
Mayor Colleen Mahr named K-9
Resorts Volunteer of the Month and

presented the brothers a framed ren-
dering of Fanwood’s Train Station.
The award marked the first time that
Fanwood has selected a commercial
enterprise, rather than a resident, to
be Volunteer of the Month.

The mayor pointed out that
Fanwood is a town that relies heavily
on volunteerism, specifically high-
lighting the volunteer fire depart-
ment during this week, National Fire
Prevention Week. Fire Chief John
Piccola then reminded residents of
this year’s Fire Prevention Week
theme, “2 Ways Out,” which empha-
sizes that every family should select
at least two means of egress from
their home. He also called on the
public to replace batteries in fire
alarms this fall.

Councilman Russell Huegel called
the council’s attention to a concern
facing Fanwood’s Volunteer Rescue
Squad. State Senate Bill 1650 was
approved by the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee this
month. The bill would instate new
licensing and training requirements,
including mandatory background
checks, for emergency medical
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