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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Arthur Murray Studio to Host
Make-A-Wish Fundraiser

SHALL WE DANCE?…Arthur Murray Kenilworth students and teachers
building and supporting their community.

KENILWORTH – On October 27,
the Arthur Murray Studio of
Kenilworth, N.J. is holding a Renais-
sance Ball-themed fundraiser for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation at
Glynallyn Mansion in Morristown,
N.J. Beginning at 6:30 p.m., the event
will include a cocktail hour, dinner
and dancing. There will be perfor-
mances from members of the New
Jersey Symphony and professional
Arthur Murray dancers. Arthur
Murray International, Inc. has over
260 dance studios in 21 countries
around the world. Arthur Murray is
America’s second oldest franchise
and has been teaching the world to
dance for 100 years. They teach a
range of classic and modern styles,
including the waltz, swing, fox trot
and popular Latin styles like cha cha
and salsa.

The Arthur Murray Kenilworth
Studio opened its doors January 1,
2010 and is located at 501 Boulevard
in Kenilworth. Owners Danila and
Nuria Kartashov are professional
dancers. Danila Kartashov, originally
from Russia, and Nuria, from Spain,
have won a number of international
dance awards and are Certified Ex-
aminers accredited by the World Pro-
fessional Dance Association. The

Kartashovs are supporting the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, which has been
granting wishes to children with life-
threatening medical conditions since
1980. The country’s largest wish-
granting organization, Make-A-Wish
primarily relies on volunteers and
fundraisers to grant the wishes of
more than 250,000 children around
the world.

The gala fundraiser will be held at
Glynallyn Mansion at 12 Canfield
Road. Glynallyn is a three-story,
32,000-square-foot mansion built
from 1913 to 1917. Businessman
George Marshall Allen commissioned
famous New York architect Charles I.
Berg to replicate a Tudor-style castle,
complete with intricate interior de-
tails, stained glass and a moat. It is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. In addition to sup-
porting a worthy fund like the Make-
A-Wish Foundation and providing a
tour of the lovely, historic Glynallyn,
this singular event also is part of the
year-long centennial anniversary cel-
ebration for Arthur Murray Interna-
tional.

Danila and Nuria Kartashov
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GOING GREEN…On a beautiful sunny day this month, students in Nancy Kinney’s
third-grade class at Deerfield School in Mountainside worked to help prepare the
school’s new greenhouses for planting. The greenhouses were obtained through a
grant from PSE&G and ANJEE (Alliance for NJ Environmental Education).
Students at Deerfield School will plant vegetables and flowers, some of which will be
transferred in the spring to the garden at Beechwood School.

HOMETOWN NEWS…This group of friends, all originally from Westfield,
enjoy The Westfield Leader on a recent trip to the Hood River, Ore. area, at
Multnomah Falls. Pictured, left to right, are: Tom Kiselica of Westfield, Frank
Polese of San Diego, Calif., Brian Kinney of Mountainside, Alek Kiselica of Hood
River, Ore. and Gregg Foster of East Greenville, Pa.

Debbie Morgan, deputy director
of Central Jersey Legal Services
(CJLS), said of the 3,625 individu-
als and/or families served by CJLS,
7 percent, or 250 families, are home-
less. “Sometimes we simply cannot
provide legal services to these indi-
viduals because they have no legal
defense. That is when we offer them
Code Blue assistance,” she said.

Susan Pepper, director of hous-
ing and central services for the
YMCA of Eastern Union County,
added that the county is “surely to
be commended for your commit-
ment” to the Code Blue program.

The board also approved a reso-
lution appointing retired Union
County finance director Lawrence
Caroselli to the Union County Vo-
cational-Technical Schools Board
of Education to fill the expired term
of Charles Mancuso, who has re-
tired from the board as its long-
time president.

At the start of the meeting, the
board congratulated the students,
staff and administration at the Union
County Vocational-Technical
Schools for being designated a Blue
Ribbon School by the United States
Department of Education’s National
Blue Ribbon Schools Program. Tho-
mas Bistocchi, Vo-Tech superinten-
dent of schools, said 269 schools
representing 50 states were desig-
nated Blue Ribbon schools, includ-
ing six New Jersey schools. The
schools will be recognized during a
ceremony on November 12 and 13
in Washington, D.C.

The board also gave a resolution
to Barry O’Donovan, owner of
Kilkenny House Restaurant and Pub
in Cranford, for his efforts in re-
building his four-year-old restau-
rant after it was heavily damaged
during Hurricane Irene in 2011. Mr.
O’Donovan thanked all those who
helped him obtain low-interest loans
to rebuild the restaurant. He said
Kilkenny House sustained $300,000
damage during the storm.
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Mtsd. NJASK Scores Told;
Strategic Survey Available

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
monthly meeting this past Tuesday
evening, the Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) reported on the re-
sults of the 2012 New Jersey Assess-
ment of Skills and Knowledge
(NJASK) exams recently taken by
Mountainside students.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Education, the NJASK is
a “comprehensive, multi-grade as-
sessment program. Along with other
indicators of student progress, the
results of the elementary-level as-
sessments are intended to be used to
identify students who need additional
instructional support.” The NJASK
tests language arts, mathematics and
science proficiency levels.

Chief School Administrator
Nancy Lubarsky provided a pre-
sentation on the results of the exam.

The results were tabulated and
then compared to demographically
similar districts in Union County
and then to the entire state as a
whole. Comparative districts to
Mountainside in Union County in-
clude Berkeley Heights, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains, New Providence,
Summit and Westfield.

The results compared different
groups of students at a particular
grade level (such as all fourth grad-
ers) or one group of students
throughout their school careers
(such as all students born in 1999).

The students were classified as
advanced proficient, with scores
ranging from 250 to 300; profi-
cient, with scores ranging from 200
to 249, and partially proficient, for
those students with scores below
200.

According to Ms. Lubarsky,
Mountainside students compared
favorably with students from other
districts. “We still are doing better
(in most years), but in some years
we aren’t. But overall we are, par-
ticularly this past year.”

Ms. Lubarsky stated the NJASK
could be used as a tool to identify
areas where students both excel and
struggle. “We need to do more in-
depth analysis. Where do students
increase or decrease their perfor-
mance from year to year?”

The results of NJASK may be
viewed on the district’s website,
mountainsideschools.org.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, Dante Gioia,
board liaison with the Berkeley
Heights Board of Education, deliv-
ered a brief report on recent Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores
and Advanced Placement (AP)

scores from Governor Livingston
High School. Mountainside resi-
dents attend Governor Livingston
as there is no secondary-education
facility in Mountainside.

“Our SATs have increased from
1609 to 1675 (from 2011 to
2012)…the New Jersey state aver-
age ranged from 1500 to 1511, the
national average was from 1500 to
1498,” Mr. Gioia stated. “They’re
pretty good scores. There are some
local districts that are a little bit
better than this…but I think it’s a
good improvement from last year.
It’s a very nice position against the
state and national averages.”

“AP placement exams, I think this
is very impressive. Berkeley
Heights – 89.6 percent of students
who took an advanced placement
exam scored three or over…The
New Jersey average was around 75
percent, the national average was in
the 60-percent range. Obviously
very high, very impressive.”

In other news, several members
of the board petitioned the public to
complete a survey recently released
by the board. “We are undertaking
our strategic planning survey,”
Board President James Ruban
stated. “We’re undertaking our five-
year strategic plan to map out the
direction that the district is going to
take, so I encourage everybody in
the community…please take a mo-
ment to fill it out.”

As covered in a recent edition of
The Westfield Leader, the survey
arose from the board’s recent stra-
tegic planning sessions seeking in-
novative ideas to improve the dis-
trict.

The survey may be obtained at
the Mountainside Public Library
and BOE Administration Office,
located at the Beechwood School.
The survey also may be completed
online on the district’s website.

“We’re going to have a presenta-
tion on the results of the survey,”
Mr. Ruban said. “We’re getting re-
sponses in and we’d like to get as
many as possible.”

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, November 13, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center.

contrary to town code. The ordi-
nance allows one wall sign located
at the main public entrance. The
applicant has proposed one sign at
the main entrance, and one sign on
the sidewall.

The ordinance allows a maximum
mounting height of 12 feet while the
applicant has proposed 16 feet. The
town ordinance allows a maximum
horizontal sign dimension of 13.5
feet while the applicant has pro-
posed 15 feet. In addition, the ordi-
nance allows a maximum vertical
sign dimension of 30 inches while
48 inches is proposed. Attorney Jim
Flynn of Westfield, who argued that
it would be hard to identify the store
with smaller signage, spoke on be-
half of the store.

The board denied the request and
the applicant was told that the
signage must be compliant with the
ordinance within 90 days of No-
vember 14.

Mohamed and Naasa El-Sherbeini
of 848 Bradford Avenue were ap-
proved to construct a second-story
addition over their attached garage.
Partha P. Palit of 1511 Boulevard
was approved to construct a two-
story addition.

John Varghese and Jolly Thomas
were approved to construct first- and
second-floor additions at 610
Norwood Drive. The homeowners
intend to build a bedroom over the
garage, which is attached to the home
on an undersized lot.

John and Robin Kelly of 1249
Prospect Street were approved to
construct a pool enclosure fence.
The ordinance requires a pool be
enclosed and screened with a six-
foot, solid fence on three of its four
sides. The applicant proposed a four-
and-a-half foot, open-style fence for
a portion of the area that requires a
six-foot solid fence.

The applicant’s planner, Nicholas
Sottos, whose office is located in
Cranford, presented plans to install
a new fence, which would allow

clear views of the pool from the
home. Ms. Kelly said she needed to
observe her five children and their
friends while swimming in the pool
from the home. The home is on two-
and-a-half acres, bounded on each
side by wooded wetlands. Mr. Sottos
said woodlands would obscure the
open area.

Terry and Diane Quinn of 542
Arlington Avenue were approved to
construct first- and second-floor ad-
ditions. The Quinns intend to build a
master suite on the second floor
above their sunroom and to add a
family room and half bath on the
first floor.

Patricia and Ross Margolies of 8
Stoneleigh Park were approved to
construct a fence in their front yard.
The applicants had sought a five-
foot fence on a wall that is 21 inches
at its highest point, resulting in
heights of up to nearly seven feet.
Thomas Cassidy, a neighbor, ob-
jected to a higher fence. Board mem-
ber Mark Doherty suggested the
board stipulate the fence be no
higher than five feet, but the board
opted to restrict the height to four
feet.

David Friedman of 1513 Boule-
vard was approved to construct a
one-story addition and a covered
porch. While the town requires a
one-car garage for the Boulevard,
Mr. Friedman had not included a
garage in his plans. Mr. Friedman
said to add a garage he would have
to take down a 100-year-old oak
tree.

Kevin McCormack of 217 Hazel
Avenue was approved to extend the
front wall of his garage. The appli-
cant said he wishes to align the ga-
rage with the façade of the home and
expand his kitchen by three feet into
the back of the garage.

The next meeting of the zoning
board of adjustment will be Wednes-
day, November 14, at 7:30 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.
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Following these two businesses,
the board heard from local resi-
dents seeking approval for various
renovations and additions to their
households. Walter Heckel, a life-
long Mountainside resident, de-
tailed the renovation issue he seeks
for his home, constructed during
the 1950s. Mr. Heckel explained
that the front porch steps of his
single-family dwelling are falling
apart and are in need of repair. Plan-
ning Board Chairman John Tomaine
questioned Mr. Heckel, “Does it
fall within the setback limits?” Mr.
Heckel affirmed this question and
his application was approved.

Mario Coimbra and Celia
Coimbra, of 1009 Charles Street,
next presented their application to
the board. The couple explained
their desire for two additions to
their Charles Street home. Their
home, a non-conforming structure,
is proposed to have a kitchen addi-
tion and a two-car garage with a
master suite. The issue for the addi-
tion arose as variances include a
side yard under eight feet or 10
percent lot width where 7.5 percent
is proposed. The board approved
the Coimbras’ application.

Peter and Kelly McSharry, of
1088 Willow Street, proposed a
complete renovation of their newly
purchased home in Mountainside.
The couple wants to renovate the
house, built in 1955, with the addi-
tion of another story and pushing
out the back of the house to create
more room for their expanding fam-
ily. The couple provided the board
with architectural plans to explain
and detail the project. Board mem-
ber Theodore Zawislak referred to

the plans and questioned, “Is what
you’ve described tonight any dif-
ferent from your final plans?” The
couple stated that the plans depicted
the absolute end result. The roofing
plans, however, are a foot-and-a-
half above what is allowed in the
zoning code. Variances include
height over 30 feet where 31.5 per-
cent is proposed.

Mr. Zawislak asked, “Do you
know the height of houses next to
you?” Mr. McSharry confirmed that
his neighbor’s home is “about 32
feet.” After presenting their appli-
cation, the McSharry project was
approved providing the engineer’s
requirements are met.

Nicholas A. Frungillo, Jr., of 1571
Rising Way, followed to discuss his
need for a deck extension on his
home. The deck would be made of
synthetic wood. The board approved
his application.

The final application of the
evening was presented by Stewart
Ballatt of Central Avenue. Mr. Ballatt
demonstrated his need to remove
the side-yard attachment on his prop-
erty and replace it with a bedroom/
bathroom suite. The board asked,
“This will not be considered a two-
family home on a one-family lot in
the future, correct?” Mr. Ballatt
agreed and also stated that the new
structure would not include a base-
ment. Mr. Ballatt’s application was
approved by the board on the condi-
tion that the structure would require
a new foundation.

The next Mountainside Planning
Board meeting will take place on
Thursday, November 8, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Mountainside Municipal
Building.
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Following the discussion of
healthcare, the debate moved on to
taxes and debt. Mr. Chivukula stated
that he would fight for changes in tax
codes. He also claimed Americans are
“at the cliff” due to high raises in taxes.
Mr. Lance says he does not favor rais-
ing taxes on anyone, but does favor
extending tax rates for one year and
then implementing change. He said he
also agrees with extending President
George W. Bush-era tax cuts and
pledged to move forward with tax re-
form in 2013 if reelected.

Mr. Chivukula opened the discus-
sion about debt and deficit in America
by claiming, “This Congress is the least
productive in 100 years.” He based this
on the fact that America’s debt is nearly
$16 trillion.

The debate then centered on a dis-
cussion pertaining to the costs of Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. Mr.
Chivukula said these costs are explod-
ing due to the new average life expect-
ancy compared to when these benefits
were first established. Mr. Lance said
he supports these benefits and does not
believe in cutting them as his opponent
criticized. Again, Mr. Lance claimed a
bipartisan move must occur to make
sure people get their full benefits.

In their discussion pertaining to the
current unemployment rate which is
now 7.8 percent nationally, Mr.
Chivukula stated, “We need to figure
out how to bring back manufacturing.”
Additionally, he believes continual
funding must be given to vocational
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Lance, Chivukula Debate

for 10 years,” Mr. Morin said. “We
welcome the final judgment and
the opportunity to pursue our legal
arguments in relation to the trial
court decision. The site plan hear-
ing on the Birchwood property was
conducted, not in Cranford, [not]
by its planning board, but in Supe-
rior Court in Elizabeth in August as
ordered by Judge Chrystal.”

Judge Chrystal is still awaiting
the recommendations of Judge
Douglass Wolfson, the hearing ex-
aminer, and from Elizabeth
McKenzie, the special master.

In other business, the township
committee adopted an ordinance
increasing certain swim pool utility
fees. Under the new ordinance, the
price for all levels of swim lessons
at the summer pool at Orange Av-
enue and at Centennial Avenue will
be a member fee of $80 for nine
swimming lessons and a non-mem-
ber fee of $85 for seven lessons. At
the winter pool on Centennial Av-
enue, the member fee will be $70
for seven lessons and the non-mem-
ber fee will be $85 for seven les-
sons.

The committee also adopted an
ordinance designating the portion
of Walnut Avenue from North Av-
enue to Lexington Avenue a 25 mph
zone.

The committee also passed an or-
dinance on first reading, which
would amend the Cranford Munici-
pal Code relating to the historic
preservation advisory board and
procedure relating to designation
of landmarks and districts. The pur-
pose, as stated by the ordinance, is
to preserve the historical, cultural,
architectural and social heritage of
the township. A hearing and final
adoption of this ordinance will be
held at a future meeting.

Mayor David Robinson urged the
public to attend tonight’s debate at
8 p.m. in the courtroom/committee
chambers of the municipal build-
ing on Springfield Avenue between
Democrat Tom Hannen, Jr. and
Republican Scott Mease, both of
whom are vying for Mr. Robinson’s
seat on the township committee.
The election will determine which
party has control of the governing
body in 2013. Republicans currently
have a 3-2 majority on the commit-
tee. Mr. Robinson, a Republican, is
not seeking reelection this year.

schools.
“We need science and technology

education for this economy and soci-
ety. We need entrepreneurship,” Mr.
Chivukula stated. He also said there is
a need for a curriculum catering to
different mindsets.

Mr. Lance said small businesses are
key in creating the jobs Americans
need. Endorsed by the National Fed-
eration of Small Businesses, the Con-
gressman said he does not support rais-
ing taxes, as it would hinder small
businesses.

In their closing statements, each can-
didate focused on moving the nation
forward. Mr. Chivukula, who has served
in the state Legislature for 10 years,
said he believes his work and educa-
tional experiences have allowed him to
live the American dream. He said he
wants all Americans to live that dream
and he feels he relates to middle-class
Americans and understands the issues
at hand.

Mr. Lance closed by stating his de-
sire to “remove the cloak of uncer-
tainty” from Americans. He concluded
stating he is proud of his career in
Trenton, where he was a legislator for
18 years, and is proud of his integrity
and fiscal responsibility.

The next debate between the candi-
dates will take place on Sunday, Octo-
ber 21, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and will
be hosted by the Jewish Community
Center of Central New Jersey at the
Wilf Jewish Community Campus, 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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