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November 6 General Election Information
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LITERARY LIAISONS...The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library cel-
ebrated its  40th anniversary on Sunday. The event was attended by many former
presidents of the volunteer organization. Past presidents, pictured, front row, left
to right, are: Barbara Peek, Jean Liggett, Ann Robinson, Marilyn Kolterjahn,
Gini Isaacson and Ann Arkel. Back row, left to right, are: Regina Dowd, current
co-president; Jane Stepanski, Jane Curtis, Teddy Taranto, Fran Lemberg, Jody
Lipson and Arlene Burgess. See story page 3.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REFLECTIVE BEAUTY...Fall foliage is reflected in Mindowaskin Pond in Westfield, creating a beautiful display of fall
colors as the leaves begin to change along with the weather.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TROMPE L’OEIL…The New Jersey American Water Company kicked off its
water main awareness campaign Saturday at the Community Center Street Fair
held at the train station. The Water Company unveiled a mural by Melanie
Stemmell of Los Angeles, Calif. showing a water main break site, which was
designed in a way that a person could stand on the picture and feel as if they were
actually at the site.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOUNDING FATHERS...Union County College in Cranford celebrates its 79th
anniversary with a tribute to its founding fathers on Tuesday featuring an annual
wreath laying ceremony in the college’s historic tree grove. The event was led by
the Cranford Fire Department Bag Pipers.

Freeholders Comment On Berkeley
Heights Secession From Union Co.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The issue of Berke-
ley Heights wanting to secede from
Union County came up again at last
Thursday’s Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders meeting.

John Bury of Kenilworth said he
attended a recent Berkeley Heights
Township Council meeting. He said
the township plans on putting a non-
binding referendum on the Novem-
ber 2013 election ballot on the se-
cession question.

“They all seem pretty serious
about it. If Berkeley Heights goes,

Summit might not be far beyond,”
Mr. Bury said.

Mr. Bury said a Berkeley Heights
homeowner would pay 46 percent
less in county taxes in Morris
County, 35 percent less in Somerset
County and 20 percent less in
Middlesex County. Mr. Bury asked
the freeholders to provide reasons
why the township should stay in
Union County.

Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella responded, “There are so
many reasons why Union County
should stay together the way it is.”

“It is a very difficult process for a

town to leave (a county). I am sure
over time Berkeley Heights will de-
termine that it makes since to stay
with Union County,” Freeholder
Mirabella said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan told Mr.
Bury Union County put in $10 mil-
lion in county funds for the con-
struction of Snyder Park in Berke-
ley Heights, a project supported by
the township and its residents. He
also said the county helped the
township in its opposition to a pro-
posed exit on Route 78 at Diamond
Hill Road that was being pushed by
Somerset County.

“That exit in Berkeley Heights
would have only benefited Somerset
County,” said Freeholder Sullivan,
noting Union County helped kill
the project based on Berkeley
Heights’ strong opposition.

He said the issue of secession
“speaks to the kind of silly nature
of the whole discussion because at
the end of the day, no one is going
anywhere.” He said he believes the
focus has been on county taxes in-
stead of Berkeley Heights’ school
taxes, “because I think we’re an
easy target.”

“It’s an issue kind of like free-
holder districting. It comes up all
the time and really has nowhere to
go,” Freeholder Sullivan said.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a resolution to fund the
county’s Code Blue Emergency
Shelter Initiative for the 2012-2013
winter. The county is appropriating
$60,000 for the program, which as-
sists the county’s homeless in get-
ting into shelters during extreme
cold winter weather.

 “We understand there are no
other counties in the State of New
Jersey that offer this type of pro-
gram so you are to be commended
for putting it on the table,” Ravenell
Williams, 4th, president and chief
executive officer of the Plainfield
YMCA, told the freeholders. “The
homeless population in this county
is growing. This is a service that is
definitely needed. We are saving
lives through this program.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

North Ave. Apartment Bld.
Plan to Be Heard in Nov.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Last Wednesday
evening, the Westfield Board of Ad-
justment approved variances for eight
homeowners, denied requests for
signage variances for the middle of
downtown and carried over two re-
quests to the Wednesday, November
14, meeting.

An application carried over to No-
vember 14 is 440 North Avenue, LLC,
440 North Avenue, East. The appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a
building for residential use in a gen-
eral business zone. The town’s zoning
ordinance does not allow a residential
use in the GB-2 Zone. The applicant
has proposed a building with 12 apart-
ments for residential use. The ordi-
nance also does not permit parking

under the building as proposed.
Another case moved to November

was Red Realty, LLC, UBS and
Verizon, located at 109 North Av-
enue, West, which are seeking to
install signage. The ordinance al-
lows one sign at the main entrance
while the proposed is a new wall
sign 44.5 inches by 116.5 inches on
the building’s south elevation be-
tween the second and third floors.
The applicant also seeks to replace
and enlarge the present signage,
which requires variances.

On another application, Jessica
Pinter, store manager and marketing
director of Second Time Around, lo-
cated at 125 Quimby Street, repre-
sented applicant Jean Nicholson.
They were seeking to retain signage

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Planning Bd. OK’s
Sheffield St. Applications

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Planning Board met
last Thursday evening to hear appli-
cations involving zoning issues
within the township.

The board first heard from the
owners of American Heat Transfers,
who were looking to establish a lo-
cation for their business at 269
Sheffield Road in Mountainside. The
company sought to acquire a 5,000-
square-foot location for eight or nine
employees. The business manufac-
tures heat transfer paper, which is
used for applying images to T-shirts.

Michael Disko, the board’s engi-
neer, read through the performance
standards to explain the safety pro-
tocols the team must follow if they
wish to bring their business to
Mountainside. Board member Steve
Matlin then asked, “Will there be any
harmful waste from this operation

whatsoever?” The owners explained
the business produces biodegradable
waste and would not cause harm. The
application for the business was then
approved.

The next application was for a
business also interested in property
on Sheffield Road. Christopher
Shalhouv, owner of Circle Three
Designs LLC, also at 269 Sheffield
Street, explained to the board that he
was looking for approval for use of
a 2,500-square-foot unit. Mr.
Shalhouv builds reusable transport
cases for different professions. The
existing variance permits lot cover-
age of over 75 percent where 86.3
percent exists. When asked if his
business generates any “particulate
matter,” Mr. Shalhouv clarified and
detailed how the specific dust sys-
tem he utilizes keeps his business
area safe and clean. The board ap-
proved this application.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 Lance, Chivukula Face Off
In First of Three Debates

By MARIA A. MEGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — The Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce hosted a de-
bate between two-term incumbent Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) and his oppo-
nent, state Assemblyman Upendra
Chivukula (D-17, Somerset) on Octo-
ber 11 at the Holiday Inn in Clark. The
debate focused on multiple topics of
importance for the upcoming Novem-
ber election.

Moderator Jim Coyle of the Cham-
ber instructed the candidates to each
begin with a two-minute introduction
about themselves before delving into
the debate issues. The candidates knew
the five topics of discussion – healthcare,
taxes, debt and deficit, unemployment
and financial services – but were not
provided with the actual questions be-
forehand.

Having won the deciding coin toss,

Assemblyman Chivukula tackled the
first issue of healthcare. He explained
his support for the Affordable
Healthcare Act, stating, “The shift from
emergency-room care to primary care
helps the cost of healthcare.” He be-
lieves Americans of all age groups
should have access to healthcare and
further stated his support for women’s
health and care for senior citizens. He
claims that Mr. Lance supports “cut-
ting Planned Parenthood and other
important services.”

Mr. Lance came back at Mr.
Chivukula, clarifying that he “voted
to repeal the Affordable Healthcare
Act” and “replace it” with a more
beneficial option. The Congressman
stated, “I think this calls for bipartisan
will in order to bring it all together.”
He said he hopes to aid in modifying
the current law.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Looks to Appeal Decision
On Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township Attor-
ney Philip Morin told the Cranford
Township Committee Tuesday night
that he received a copy of a letter
from state Superior Court Judge
Lisa F. Chystal, which was written
by Stephen Eisendorfer, the attor-
ney for Cranford Development As-
sociates (CDA), the company which
seeks to develop 215/235
Birchwood Avenue for a 360-unit
apartment complex, 60 of which
would be affordable units.

CDA had sued the township via a
Builder’s Remedy Lawsuit, and in
December of 2011, Judge Chrystal
decided in favor of the developer.
Cranford was vulnerable because it
has not met its fair share housing
obligations as set forth by the state’s
Mount Laurel agreement.

The letter sent by Mr. Eisendorfer
to Judge Chrystal proposed an or-
der of final judgment, and confirms
that the township has complied with
the court mandate to amend its
Master Plan and adopt an ordinance
allowing the CDA to develop the
Birchwood property. This step had
to be taken before the township
could appeal the court’s decision.

Mr. Morin said the basis of the
appeal is to question all aspects of
the trial court’s decision.

“We’re confident the court can
now say that Cranford is in compli-
ance with its obligation with regard
to affordable housing, and if so, the
township will then be protected
from exclusionary zoning litigation
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