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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Looper”
Throws You for One

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“Looper,” writer-director Rian
Johnson’s entrée into the sci-fi, fry-
your-brain, time travel cinema sweep-
stakes, is just the dish for those who
like an enigma wrapped up in an
anomaly, frizzled with action and tossed
with lots of perplexity. And if there’s
anybody out there who can make sense
of it, well, then I’ve got a country you
might want to run.

Nonetheless, it’s fascinating stuff,
built on an imaginative hypothesis that
has intrigued humankind even before
we could keep time. It’s about flitting
back and forth in history, changing
one’s destiny at the pull of a lever or by
issuing an incantation. Never mind that,
of all the inventions we can dream of,
this is the least likely to ever be real-
ized.

It’s a good thing, too. Otherwise, I
might have gone back to grammar
school, done better in math, passed
organic chemistry in college, become a
dermatologist rather than a film critic,
and instead of reading this review you’d
be having me clear up Junior’s acne. So
this works out better, at least for you, as
I most likely wouldn’t accept your in-
surance.

But if you think that’s convoluted,
wait until you get a load of this premise.
It is 2042 in that post apocalyptic-look-
ing world so popularly imagined of
late…junk strewn on the streets, a land
of haves and have-nots (hmm). But
Joseph Gordon-Levitt’s Joe is making
a good living, paid in silver as a hit man
for the mob of the future…in 2072, to
be specific.

You see, while time travel hasn’t
been invented yet, up in 2072 it
has…though the government has out-
lawed it save for very secret use. Of
course that hasn’t deterred the wise
guys of the day from utilizing it for
their own skullduggery. Suffice it to
note, they aren’t interested in visiting
yesteryear and acing organic. Theirs is
a more sinister pursuit.

They’ve dispatched a point man, Abe
(Jeff Daniels), back to 2042, where
he’s in charge of doing their launder-
ing. He hires, manages and fires execu-
tioners who, on regular cue, extinguish
folks the bad guys ship to the past. No
corpus delicti, no crime. A street urchin
taken in and nurtured to kill by this
futuristic Fagin, Joe closes the
loop…i.e. – a looper.

The action scenario filmmaker
Johnson dusts off and plops down to
power his rendition of the Brave New
World is a timeworn cliché. But hap-
pily, having matured into a full-fledged
actor right before our eyes, former kid

star Joseph Gordon-Levitt manages to
invigorate the old standard. He’s the
sinner at a watershed, now turned hunted
renegade.

 The epiphany that spurs his
breakaway into the treacherous un-
known is a doozie, and arguably the
most impossible aspect of time travel:
that you and your former self could
meet…maybe even share a Big Mac
and fries. Yeah, I know, nothing’s im-
possible. But my head aches just think-
ing of some pundit explaining why this
might be totally possible.

So here’s where you come in, decid-
ing whether or not, based on how the
director proffers his theory, to lend
your suspension of belief and be a par-
ticipant in the fantasy. However, be-
ware! Even if duly game, you won’t be
exonerated from anguishing thoughts
like, “Huh, I thought physical law says
you can’t be in two places at the same
time.”

Then again, being too reasonable
might impinge on the fun factor, like
the guy in my dorm who, when discuss-
ing the finer points of “The Howdy
Doody Show,” opined that Clarabell
the Clown was an idiot. Well, duh. Me?
If this genre gets too obscure, I like to
just give up and look at the pictures.
But I do have a rule. There has to be
consistency.

That is, no tacking on explanations
every time the director’s imagination
exceeds his logic and he paints himself
into a corner. Even if the puzzle’s pieces
don’t quite fit, it’s the filmic magician’s
responsibility to apply just enough pres-
tidigitation to make it seem, albeit far-
fetched, not out of the realm of possi-
bility. “Looper” supplies good illusion.

Thus, for the film’s intents and pur-
poses, it’s an ugly, hyper-realistic world
where Joe despondently does his loop-
ing, all the time saving his ill-gained
silver and studying French, hoping to
somehow rise up out of his fate and one
day escape to Paris. Then it occurs…the
proverbial monkey wrench tossed into
the gears. He must kill his future self

To assuage the trauma caused us by
cogitating the ins and outs of the plot,
Mr. Johnson conciliates with a compel-
ling subtext: a contest of survival be-
tween old (Bruce Willis) and young
Joe, replete with a meditation on life’s
what ifs and second chances. I know if
I had it to do again, I wouldn’t close
this review with “Looper” is almost
super duper.

…
“Looper,” rated R, is a TriStar Pic-

tures release directed by Rian Johnson
and stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Emily
Blunt and Bruce Willis. Running time:
118 minutes

Masterwork Presents Night
Of Food, Art and Wine

Essex Water Color Club to
Host Artist Marilyn Rose

TASTINGS…The Masterwork Chorus presents “Tastings,” an evening of food,
art, and wine, on Friday, October 26, at 7 p.m. at the Essex Fells Country Club.
Shown with a charcoal sketch available for auction are Masterwork’s Business
Manager Liz Milliken, left, and President Marty Carson.

ESSEX FALLS — The Master-
work Chorus presents “Tastings,” an
evening of food, art, and wine, on
Friday, October 26, 7 p.m., at the
Essex Fells Country Club, 219 De-
von Road, Essex Fells. Ticket hold-
ers will enjoy a delicious buffet din-
ner catered by the country club and
the opportunity to taste a variety of
fine wines from the Wine Library in
Springfield, as they peruse the art
offerings. The evening’s main fea-
ture will be a live auction of fine art
donated by generous artists and pri-
vate collectors. Winning bidders will
also receive a bottle of wine to take

home.
At $68 per ticket, this event is an

opportunity to enjoy an evening out,
purchase original art, stock up on
elegant wine selections, and support
a fine musical organization. The
funds will support The Masterwork
Chorus www.masterwork.org, known
for its highly acclaimed annual per-
formances of Handel’s Messiah.
This year will mark Masterwork’s
250th performance of the stirring
classic.

For more information and to or-
der “Tastings” tickets, call (973) 455-
7008 or email  info@masterwork.org.

LIVINGSTON — The Essex Water
Color Club, now in the 81st year of
continuous activity in the watercolor
painting community, announced that
New Jersey’s own Marilyn Rose will
conduct a watercolor painting demon-
stration of her award winning tech-
niques on Sunday, November 11, from
2-4 p.m. at the Livingston Senior Com-
munity Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston.

Marilyn will be doing a fast and
loose watercolor demonstration, work-
ing from sketches and photos to create
an original watercolor interpretation.
The demonstration is open to the pub-
lic and is free to members and $5 for
non-members and guests. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Marilyn is a signature member of the
Northeast Watercolor Society, New Jer-
sey Watercolor Society (Membership
Chair), and the Baltimore Watercolor
Society. Her paintings have won nu-
merous awards in statewide and na-
tional exhibitions, and are in private
collections across the country. Her il-
lustrations have appeared in national
magazines. She frequently demos and
gives workshops for state and regional
organizations.

Marilyn grew up in Chicago, and
earned her BFA from Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis as a Fred Conway
Fine Arts Fellow, and continued her
studies at New York’s School of Visual
Arts.

This has been a busy summer for
Marilyn as she has been doing many
juried Plein Air events, having won
second prize in the recent Vermont
Plein Air event, an honorable mention
at the Wayne, Pennsylvania event, and

the Grand Prize at the Billsboro Winery
Event in Geneva N.Y. She has had
work juried into the Catharine Lorillard
Wolfe Arts Club (at the National Arts
Club in New York), The Northeast
Watercolor Society at the Kent Art
Gallery and was invited to be part of a
group show entitled “Fresh” at the
Traillworks Gallery in Newton.

Her work will also be hanging in the
gallery at Congregation Shomrei
Emunah this fall. This fall, she will be
teaching a series of classes, on Wednes-
day nights, in Montclair at the Art
Garage (formerly known as art@the
studio).

For more information, contact her at
(973) 403-1483, visit her at
Marilynroseart.com and “like” her page
at https://www.facebook.com/
MarilynRoseArt.

For further information, contact
John Wolff, (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewclub.com.

WATER COLORS...Marilyn Rose will
conduct a watercolor painting demon-
stration of her award winning tech-
niques on Sunday, November 11, from
2-4 p.m. at the Livingston Senior Com-
munity Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston.

FALL’S BOUNTY…Karen Geddis’ first grade farmers from Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield are harvesting this years crops of potatoes, carrots,
pumpkins and cabbage planted this past spring by students in grades one through
five in Washington’s farm and garden.

Westfield Teachers Attend
STEM Workshops

FUTURE SCIENTISTS…Westfield High School teachers joined colleagues at all
levels in workshops in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) to
guide students to think and act like scientists. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield
High School teachers Mark Harper (physics), Gosia Kaczynski (mathematics),
Rudy Scipioni (physics), and Carol Wenk (physics) applying the principles of
STEM to their emergency flashlight creations. Chris Anderson, standing, from
the New Jersey Technology Education Association provided case studies and
lesson designs to assist teachers in their professional development.

WESTFIELD — Westfield teach-
ers from elementary through high
school prepared for the new school
year by attending workshops on
STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math), providing them
with ideas, resources and inspira-
tion to engage students in inquiry-
based experiences.

Presenter Robert Marshall from
the Carnegie Science Center dis-
cussed design principles and Chris
Anderson of the New Jersey Tech-
nology Education Association pro-
vided hands-on and collaborative
projects for the teachers, including
the design of an emergency flash-
light.

Rudy Scipioni, physics teacher at
Westfield High School, said, “We

are going through the steps that are
universal to the engineering design
process. It looks like we [at Westfield
High School] are ahead of the curve.”

“We want to give students an idea
of what a career in engineering in-
volves. Traditionally, 72 percent of
students went into engineering be-
cause they had a relative who is an
engineer,” added colleague, and fel-
low Physics teacher, Carol Wenk.

Dr. Margaret Dolan, Superinten-
dent of the Westfield Public Schools
stated, “One of the major goals in
the Strategic Plan of the Westfield
Public schools is to increase oppor-
tunities in science, technology, en-
gineering and Math fields to ensure
that our students remain competi-
tive both locally and globally.”

Sundance to Host Open
House To Benefit Hospice

NORTH PLAINFIELD – The
Sundance School in North Plainfield
is hosting their Autumn Arts and
Crafts Open House on Saturday, Oc-
tober 20, from noon to 3 p.m. to
benefit Compassionate Care Hospice
in Branchburg. Families are invited
to stop by, visit with the Sundance
School teachers as their children are
entertained with pumpkin printing,
fall foliage crafts, magic tricks and
balloon animals. All children who
attend will have the opportunity to
make two fall crafts: one to keep and
one to donate to a patient at Compas-
sionate Care Hospice (CCH).

“Starting this fall, The Sundance
School is partnering with Compas-
sionate Care Hospice Center and will
continue our support with projects
throughout the year,” explained

Kaysie Norman, The Sundance
School Marketing Director. Ms.
Norman continued, “For our next
project, Sundance students will
spread ‘holiday cheer’ by creating
decorations and hand-made cards for
each patient.”

Mary Ellen Day, Volunteer Coor-
dinator for CCH said, “Many of our
patients’ rooms could really use some
decorations. Some of their families
are not local so a cheerful craft from
one of the Sundance students would
really brighten up their day. If the at-
home patients receive a decoration, it
will be displayed in their homes.”

For more information about The
Sundance School and the Autumn
Arts and Crafts Open House, visit
thesundanceschool.com or call (908)
561.5055.

Joshua Bell in Recital with
Sam Haywood at Enlow Hall

UNION – Gene and Shelley Enlow
Recital Hall at Kean University (Enlow
Hall) presents its third concert season
featuring Joshua Bell in recital with
Sam Haywood. This one-night-only
concert will be performed in the inti-
mate Enlow Hall on Sunday, Novem-
ber 4, at 3 p.m.

Often referred to as the “poet of the
violin” Joshua Bell is one of the violin-
ists. His stunning virtuosity, beautiful
tone and charismatic stage presence
have brought him universal acclaim.
Among numerous awards and honors,
Mr. Bell is an Avery Fisher Prize recipi-
ent and Musical America’s 2010 In-
strumentalist of the Year. Recently ap-
pointed Music Director of the Acad-
emy of St Martin in the Fields, he is the
first person to hold this title since Sir
Neville Marriner formed the orchestra
in 1958.

An exclusive Sony Classical artist,
Mr. Bell has recorded more than 40
CDs garnering Mercury, Grammy,
Gramophone and Echo Klassik awards.
Recent releases include “French Im-
pressions” with pianist Jeremy Denk,
the eclectic “At Home With Friends,”
the Defiance soundtrack, Vivaldi’s “The
Four Seasons,” and Tchaikovsky’s
“Violin Concerto” with the Berlin Phil-
harmonic. His discography encom-
passes critically-acclaimed perfor-
mances of most of the major violin
repertoire in addition to John
Corigliano’s Oscar-winning
soundtrack, “The Red Violin.”

British pianist Sam Haywood has
performed to critical acclaim all over
the world. Alongside his busy solo and
chamber music career, he is also a
composer, transcriber and Artistic Di-
rector of the Solent Music Festival.
Haywood is the regular duo partner to
violinist Joshua Bell, with whom he
has toured in the United States, Canada,
China, South America and through-
out Europe. They have performed for
the Vice-Presidents of the United States
and China.

The program will include Schubert’s
“Rondo for Violin and Piano in B
minor, Op. 70;” Strauss’s “Sonata for
Violin and Piano in E-flat, Op. 18;”
Prokofiev’s “Sonata for Violin and
Piano No. 2 in D Major, Op. 94 bis”
and additional works to be announced
from stage. Program is subject to
change.

Tickets to Joshua Bell Recital with
Sam Haywood in Enlow Hall are $55-
$75 and can be purchased by calling
Kean Stage Box Office at (908)
737.SHOW (7469), online at
enlowhall.kean.edu, or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater Box
Office.

Enlow Hall is situated on Kean
University’s East Campus at 215 North
Avenue, Hillside.

For complete Enlow Hall 2012-13
Season information, please visit the
website or contact Cory Ransom, Di-
rector, Operations (908) 737-5932 ore
email ransomco@kean.edu.

WHS REUNION…On September 30, the Westfield High School, Class of 1947,
held its 65th Reunion at Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield. In addition to
celebrating at dinner, attendees also gathered for cocktails at 16 Prospect Wine Bar
and Bistro on Friday night and had brunch at L’Affaire on Sunday morning.
Members of the Class of 1947 had a wonderful weekend visiting old Westfield
haunts and reminiscing about old times and old friends. Pictured, left to right, top
row are: Bill Smyers, Art Bingham, Art Goding, and Don Miller. Middle Row, left
to right, are: Phyllis Salvati Kantra, Carolyn Willis Church, Libby Young Andrews,
Joan Mueller Haufler, and Mary Ann Crowell Freeman. Bottom row, left to right,
are: Carol Akers Ezell, Joan McCoy Larsen, and Shirley Baldwin Osborn.

Jay Black and Gary Puckett
To Perform at UCPAC

RAHWAY – Jay Black and Gary
Puckett will be teaming up to sing
their chart topping hits for a very
special performance on Friday, No-
vember 2, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center.

With Jay Black as lead singer,
Jay and The Americans charted a
string of hits including “This Magic
Moment,” “Walkin’ In The Rain,”
“Cara Mia,” “Only in America,”
“Come a Little Bit Closer” and
“Sunday and Me,” the first hit writ-
ten by Neil Diamond. It was Mr.
Black’s magnificent voice that gave
the group the distinctive sound that
allowed it to turn out 21 chart
singles.

Jay and the Americans made nu-
merous appearances on the hottest
television programs of the day, from
Johnny Carson to Mike Douglas to
Merv Griffin and more. When The
Beatles made their first appearance
in the United States, it was Jay and
the Americans who opened for
them. Black and his band also
opened for the Rolling Stones,
among other superstars.

During the late 1960s, a period
forever distinguished as rock’s most
radical, innovative and far-reach-
ing, Gary Puckett and the Union
Gap forged a series of massive chart
ballads. Their best-known songs in-
cluded “Woman, Woman,” “Young
Girl,” “Lady Willpower,” and “Over
You.” Mr. Puckett went solo in 1970
and charted with “I Just Don’t Know
What To Do With Myself” and

“Keep The Customer Satisfied.”
Jay Black and Gary Puckett, pre-

sented by Rrazz Entertainment, will
perform at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center on Friday, No-
vember 2. Showtime is 8 p.m. The
Union County PAC is located at 1601
Irving Street in Rahway. The show
will be hosted by Alan David Stein of
Doo Wop Drive on WMTR.

Tickets start at $45. To purchase
tickets, call (732) 499-8266 or online
at www.upac.org.

‘Project WET’ Teacher
Workshop at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal will present
“Project WET” – a teacher-training
workshop for adults, ages 18 and
older, on Thursday, October 25, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

Participants will work cooperatively
to discover the properties of water while
earning six NJDOE teaching credits.
Each person will receive a Project WET
curriculum and activity guide with more
than 90 interdisciplinary activities and
lessons, teacher-tested and classroom-
ready for K-12 students. Lessons are
correlated to New Jersey Core Curricu-
lum Content Standards. New Jersey
Project WET is sponsored by the New

Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection’s Watershed Management
Division and the New Jersey Audubon
Society.

Pre-registration is required for this
workshop and space is limited. The fee
is $15 per person. Light refreshments
will be served during morning registra-
tion. Participants are encouraged to
bring a lunch.

For information about the Project
WET teacher-training workshop or up-
coming programs and special events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

MAGIC MOMENT...Jay Black, above,
and Gary Puckett will be teaming up to
sing their chart topping hits for a very
special performance on Friday, No-
vember 2, at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center.

W-H Girls Participate In
Tunnel to Towers Run

EDISON —  For the fourth consecu-
tive year, the Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-
H) girls’ soccer players joined their
coaches and a group of former team-
mates in the Firefighter Stephen Siller
Tunnel to Towers Run in New York
City. This event has become a special
tradition for the team, which donated
$1,655 to the cause through its partici-
pation.

This year, the W-H girls expanded
the experience to include a trip to the 9/
11 Memorial and an overnight stay at
The Conrad Hotel. The team departed
after its exciting 3-2 victory over
Carteret on Saturday, September 29,

boarded the Staten Island Ferry and
visited the memorial before enjoying
dinner at the South Street Seaport. On
Sunday, they participated in the run.

All of the girls, from freshmen expe-
riencing the event for the first time to
seniors who have participated in previ-
ous years, could not help being over-
whelmed by the emotion of the run and
everything it signifies.

The younger players on the team
were still toddlers when the terror at-
tacks hit in 2001. The experience of
participating in the Tunnel to Towers
Run has given them a new appreciation
for its importance.


